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Abstract

o« A stuclg in which the researcher attempts to
get to the heart of how and whg Amcrican
American men , the most &ispropor’tionatelg
incarcerated race in America, find
themselves at the turning Point of change
from criminality to desistance after many
years of criminal behavior and multiplc
incarcerations in (_alifornia State Prisons.



5ituating the Researcher

e African American woman

. Fhilosophica”% cultura”g and socia”g

shaped by race in America and the Civil
Rig ts movement in the 1960s

o« A socia]justice Practitioner and community
activist



Fur]:)ose of 5tuc]9

. L’:‘ittle is known from the Pf:rsona] Perspective and voice of
the ex-offender about the decision processes and
exPeriences of tumiﬂg from criminalitg to desistance

e One innine African American males between ages 20-5%
are behind bars, comPared to one in 30 for white males.

. Finding ways to reduce recidivism and better understand
the processes of desistance is critical to bui]ding and
sustaining the social constructs of individuals, families and
communities.



GaP in the Research

| imited research on what works in transgorming

én individual’s criminal behavior to desistance

trrom crime?

| imited research exclusive to African American
male ex-offenders, recidivism and successful
desistance.

e | imitation of (Glueck’s data: T here were no
minorities, Blacks or others, included in

Gluec‘ds longitudinal studies.



Rcsearch (Questions

e \What are the stories that reflect the Personal
experienccs of African American men who
lived the cgclica] ite of crime, iIncarceration,

release and reentry, crime & recidivism.
- Wl’]at was the turning Point?

e [low was desistance achieved?



Definitions for Furl:)ose of this 5tudg

e Recidivism
o Retum to Prison for rCPeat or new offense

e Jail

« A local city or county Penal institution

* Prison

o A state orfederal Penal institution

e Desistance

¢ A process in which an ex-offender quits committing
criminal acts



Study Participant (riteria
Y P

e African American (black)
o Agc 22 orolder

e [as served multiPle ]ong-term (more than 1

9ear> incarcerations

o |sfree fromincarceration for three years or

morc

e |s self-identified as desisting from crime



Review of | iterature

. Kc—:entrg and reintegration
e Recidivism

e Desistance



Reentrg

. Comparativelg little research is focused on
ex~offenders recntcring societg and living

their lives free from re-incarceration.

e |nterest in reentry research has increased
because o1C both the large number o1C
Prisoners being released and the imPacts of

reentrg on societg



Recidivism

. Fin&ing ways to reduce recidivism and better
understand the processes of desistance is
critical to buil&ing and sustaining the social
constructs of individuals families and

communities.



Recidivism

e Prison admissions have declined over the
Past several years.
o | rendin Policg changes
o( losure of Prisons
oReleases due to overcrowded Prisons

Obudgct considerations



Desistance

. Three stages - onset, maintenance and
desistance - are known as the life course of

transitions of criminal behavior.

e  Desistance — process or discrete?



Need for this Stuc]g

%urrent literature is limited. Foints of view and
theories are Primarily from the Perspéctive: of the
researcher; not from the voice of the of the ex-

O]CFCHCJSF.

T he omission of the factor of race in most
studies is evidence of a sigmhcicant gap and Haw
in research.

40.2% of the ( ].5. Prison Population is African
American (D ,2010).



T he Need for this 5tudy

. A comPe”ing reason to expand research efforts
to focus on minorities:

— African American communities bear the
burden of decline and &351Cunction because
of the cﬂisl:)ro ortionate number of offenders
returning to tEese communities.

° Mang researchers have acknowledge& that
desistance is a process, yet there is very little in
the literature about what that process might be.



T he Need for this 5tud3

e | o achieve and maintain a civilized society,
somet}ning must be done to assist ex-~
oHenders in transitioning from the anti-

social behaviors of criminologg to behaviors
void of criminal acts.



Mcthodo]ogg ~ Narrative ]nquiry

. Qualitative Phcnomcnological research - ]ts roots

are in anthropo]ogg , P}wilosophg and sociologg.

« Narrative is story, humanistic, Pcrsonal.

O“Tl‘:c narrative power of story is that
sometimes it can be more compening) more

moving, more Phgsica”g and cmotiona”g

stirring than lived-life itself (Van Manc—:n).



Whg Narrative ]nquirg

 Narrative ]nquirg Research seeks the “how” and
the “whg” of the Personal transformation that is

fundamental to changc and desistance.

« Adds to limited bodg of criminologg research using

the qua]itativc Phcnomenological aPProach of
narrative inquirg.

| ittle is documented from the Personal voices and
world view of ex-offenders.



Whg Narrative ]nquirg

e | he general Philosophical orientation of
Phenomcnologg research and the Personal
interaction required of narrative processes
resonates with my Practitioner activism and
socialjustice advocacg.

([ |

_lX~O1CF€ﬂACrS tell their own stories like no one else

can, l.e., the Phenomenon of lived experiences



Tke Study

?iight Albrican American men tell their persona
stories of crimina behavior, arrests and
incarceration, recidivism and the change from a
lite of crime to desisting.

]nter\/icws and open dialogue between
researcher and ex-offender Partici!oarxts.

Mocus §roups with stuclg Participants who
engage s open &ialogue about influences of
crimina itg and the exPeriemces of dcsisting.



The (Onset — Michael M







Abscncc of Men - Aaron







Mg I athers Son - Anthony







Findings of the 5tuc§3

- Commonalities 13 Farticipants’ Stories
— No fatherin the home or Positivc male influence

— Kaisc& }39 mother orgrandmothcr

— | ow income or welfare recipicnt (exccpt 2)

— Attracted to criminal acts for economic and

material gain

— So]d and/or used drugs, all incarcerations were

&rug related



Findings of the 5tuc§3

— Began criminal activities before or 59 age 18

— Arrests and incarceration was expected and
normalized as a consequence of chosen criminal

behavior

— All had multiplc arrests and incarcerations in
(_alifornia state Prisons

— All graduatcd from high school



Findings of the 5tuc§3

. Rcvelations

—No Partici!:)ant voiced that their arrests

and incarcerations were racia”g motivated

—Thé “war on c}rugs” inthe i 970s and
1 980s targetecj minority communities
subjecting Blacks and Hispanics to higl‘ner

level of arrests and incarceration



Prisons & [ risoners -Michael M







Findings of the 5tud9

= Social, economic and discriminating ]cgacies create
an environment in which some disacivantagcci
Peopie are suioject to criminal behaviors to maintain
a base line of survival, i.e.food, shelter) saicctg for
themselves and/or their families

. Agc ranges of participants, 32 to 75, documents

changc—:s 13 types of crimes, sentencing laws and

strategies for reentrg and desistance assistance.



Findings of the 5tuc§3

o (_ontirmation that desistance is a process as
participants voiced that the temptation to

offend for economic and material gain is sti”,

sometimes, a cha”enge.



Dcsisting & Drug I ree - Lgnn







Tur‘ning I oint: Rcligion - FaPa Jol‘m







lt's Changing Time ~ Michael R







Agcnt for Changc ~ Aaron







FarticiPant Tuming Foints

= D'gcrent reasons tor different ex-offenders

_Age
— [Tealth |ssues/( oncerns
— T_mplogment

— (_ommitted Personal relationship
— Spiritual/Religious

— Just Plain tired of going to Prison
— Clcan and sober living



lmPlications for Lcadcrship and
Cl‘:angc

- Studg adds new information to current

limited Bo&y of research

— \oices has implications of transgcrabi]itg to
offender Populations who seek hoPe in the
Possibilitg of c}'nangc to dcsisting lives.

. Farticipants acquire& New insig%t into
themselves through the process of te”ing

their storg and hearing their own voices.



lmPlications for Lcadcrship and
Cl‘:angc

. Farticipaﬂts expresse& increased self
awareness as a result of Par’ticipating in the
stu&g and felt honored for the Potential
recognition t}wrough the stu&g.



lmPlications for Lcadcrship and
Cl‘:angc

. Farticipaﬂts committed to assist community
9outi‘| T2 chaﬂgiﬂg from Pathway and
behaviors leading to criminal acts and

S

Potential arrests and incarceration.



lmPlications for Lcadcrship and
Cl‘:angc

. ]mqucnces on Rcsearcher’s Views

|

— _in]ightcned un&crstanding of the pervasive

acccPtancc anc} adaptation to arrests and

incarceration }39 some African American men

— Acquired know]edgc that criminal behaviors are

sometimes a conscious choice



lmPlications for Lcadcrship and
Cl‘:angc

. ]mqucnces on Rcsearcher’s Views

— Desistance is Preccded bg a decision to choose
not to continue ogcndingj 13 spitc of cha”cngcs

to recntrg.

— ]ncreased successes in Practitioner aPProachcs
will likely be realized using scholarlg research and
methodologics as a framework and foundation to
help guide Practicc—:s and to achieve goals.



Agcnt for Changc ~ SBcrwood







uture Studies

- Thc areas of Rcentrg) Recidivism and

Desistance are huge Public Policg and social
issues in America, the largest Prison in&ustrg
in the world.

— More research is needed in each of these areas

— More Research involving other groups, e.g,,

women, gouth, Hispanics, is needed

— Public Policg regarclin sentencing for non-

violent crimes should ¢ ange to less Punitivc
sentencing



uture Studies
— /41[/7’(:3/7 American Men Who (ive Voice

to the [ersonal | ransition from
Cr[m[na//tﬂ to [Jesistance is my Premier
studg using narrative inquirg. More studies
will be conducted as | follow the
Participants to see the direction and

cxperienccs of their lives Post stuég.



Tke Case for [Future Activism







uture Studies

e | remain Passionate about climinishing crime in
our communities, assisting 9outh 13 making
gooc} choices for their lives and changing
restrictive and &iscriminatorg Practices that
deng ex-offenders the choice of reentering,

reintegrating and becoming Fu”g engage&

citizens in America
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