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This thesis explores the potential of architecture to increase connectivity between two

socio-economically disparate communities in downtown Cincinnati, OH.  The socially active, but 

economically neglected neighborhood surrounding Grant Park is physically separated from the

urban revitalization project and resulting economic and cultural activities on Vine Street to the

reinforce socio-economic borders between the two areas.

The goals is to outline an urban design methodology, and propose a system for 

architectural intervention that can unify and re-enliven a community currently separated along

disconnected communities will become physically, economically, and visually linked, promoting

social and economic engagement between them.

This intervention includes an urban design scheme and an architectural intervention

intersecting a block of unused warehouse buildings between Grant Park and Vine Street. 

and the rest of Over the Rhine.  This design scheme will celebrate and anchor the existing social

construct, while supporting the neighborhood’s activity with increased access to services and 

goods.  Gradually adding small programmatic changes will allow for slow, organic growth of the

community and exchange with the surrounding areas, without threatening to displace the current 

inhabitants by rapidly increasing property values and changing its demographics.

In order to accommodate population growth and adjustments to resource availability and 

allocation, the built environment is becoming a network of dense urban centers.  Inter-disciplinary

practice and schemes are key to creating sustainable solutions for human habitation and long-

term growth.  The scope and program of this project are a hypothesis and test for new holistic

paradigms in environmental design.

abstract
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Main Street in Over the Rhine - Cincinnati, Ohio

Kroger Tower in Cincinnati. Over the Rhine is behond.

introduction

immediately taken the Italianate building stock, OTR’s potential to be a thriving urban center, 

and the people who lived there.  Having lived in a number of cities going through ‘urban renewal’ 

phases, I was also drawn to the familiar tension of a city and its culture in transition and wanted 

neighbors had moved away, business at the bar across the street dropped precipitously, and the 

neighborhood had completely changed.  The local corner bars turned into hipster martini lounges 

and dance clubs with live bongo players.  We got a big chain bookstore with a big-name coffee 

shop in it—and all of that was great!  But no one sat on the stoops any more and the sidewalks 

were empty. What had once been a tightly-knit, blue collar community solidly connected to its 

So when I moved to Cincinnati, I was interested in both vantage points of this transition.

living spaces. I wanted to bear witness and support what was left of the existing neighborhood 

and designers—as opposed to developers and city councils—might be able to change the current 

paradigm of this kind of transition.  I envisioned that there were options that would support both 

the interests of the current inhabitants and the need for economic and physical redevelopment in a 

sparsely populated downtown—that we don’t have to push out current inhabitants to make room 

for new ones.

The efforts to bring life back to Main Street were coming to fruition—the arts district 

was becoming dense enough to support people living there.  Empty storefronts were becoming 
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Grant Park - Cincinnati, Ohio

still didn’t feel completely safe.  The buildings all had new paint jobs and storefronts—some even 

What struck me is that nearby in surrounding areas there was a plethora of social activity.  

use the sidewalks, but the streets were used as informal piazza spaces—cars were secondary to 

people on these streets.  People made eye contact and spoke to each other when they passed.

They even called out to each other across the street, or from windows to sidewalks below.  This 

was a community with a sense of belonging and shared space.  But those areas hadn’t yet been 

Grant Park are closed and most of the residences are boarded up, people were using the space 

and surrounding sidewalks full of people. Groups would be sitting on their stoops or gathered 

on the corners.  Children would ride their bikes or chase each other around the corners.  Young 

men would be playing basketball while young women stood along the fence to watch.  That kind 

of interaction didn’t happen on Main Street, despite its new street lamps and freshly painted 

storefronts.  The disparities between the two areas were blatant. 

Main Street where a lot of programmatic and economic change had occurred yet little had been 

realized in the way of social revitalization.  The forces that separated these two areas intrigued 

investigation demonstrated that these walls took all forms; physical, psychic, social and economic.  

walls as bad and completely obliterating them, I viewed those walls as purposeful.  I considered a 

Early concept sketch
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project that could highlight those walls, shed some light on them to help people recognize them.

community at certain times or places.  Others could confront and block us, but be translucent or 

transparent, serving as both marker and director.  Some were traversable and inhabitable and could 

become an integral part of the living environment.

So I undertook an exploration for an inspiring, organic way to increase economic vitality 

in an urban center in decline—one that doesn’t push out the existing inhabitants with higher 

tax brackets and upscale commercial interests.  I attempted to work within a methodology that 

seeks simultaneous economic revitalization and celebration of the existing community—one that 

doesn’t throw the baby out with the bathwater, so to speak.   Building upon writings of Jacobs, 

architectural product is integral with its urban environment, and is humanistic. 



theoretical framework“Urbanism is something that creates potential,

and architecture is something that exploits potential,

 exhausts potential …

Urbanism is generous and architecture is egotistical.”

- Rem Koolhaas
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The Urbanity of it all

A Fine Mess

architectural design as separate entities have produced inhumane urban landscapes and pockets 

of dereliction and crime during natural cycles of growth and decay.  Both large-scale, long-

term urban thinking and programmatic, aesthetic architectural ideation is necessary to design 

functioning, sustaining cities.  Without the ego Koolhaas refers to as inherent in architectural 

Cities are Organisms 

organisms that thrive on diversity and population density.  In an age where resources are 

dwindling and economies demand reuse and adaptation of existing building stock, a similar 

demographics and population density.  Buildings, as cells of the larger city body, should respond 

on good city streets and sidewalks is the result of an “almost unconscious, network of voluntary 

1  Human activity shapes the urban environment; therefore, people should be an integral part of 

design consideration on both an urban and architectural scale. 

Designing Organically

Informed by these urban designers, and incorporating contemporary architectural theories 

and give rise to opportunities for appropriate exploitation, suppression, or encouragement thereof.  

1  Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities (New York: Vintage, 1961), 32.

Los Angeles Westin Bonavenutre Hotel

theoretical framework
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People Make Places

their projects that produces functioning urban environments attuned to and supported by their 

architectural environment, which facilitate a variety of activities and experiences for the user.  To 

paraphrase their process, a functioning design solution follows a three-step, process based on 

inhabitants, their activities and the attraction of a place are catalogued.  Second, a network solution 

involves scale, form and climate considerations.  The buildings and architectural components are 

mass, height, scale and program of existing and potential buildings are examined and a designed 

and responsive to the existing place; its people and their activity.  

The Importance of Diversity 

and separate people from their daily activities and diversity was designed out of our urban 

spaces: sprawl was born. Planners and zoning laws can be implicated in its proliferation, the 

had begun to segregate their factories from their residences in order to lessen pollution and make 

their cities more habitable.  This dissociative planning system was successful in the short-term, 

and city planning as a practice and profession—based wholly on the example of an experiment a 

management styles encouraged segregation and categorization of activity and demographics.

specifying—were applied to city planning.

2  Ibid, 139.

theoretical framework

Gehl Architect’s urban design methodology
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In the case of cities, they took a complex human settlement, and said, “Out with 

the old,” and replaced it with a rational model that could be easily understood 

humanistic discipline based on history, aesthetics, and culture, became a 

The antidote to sprawl and key to thriving urban spaces is what Jacobs calls, “exuberant 

ameliorate the degradation of our urban environment resulting from sprawl. 

People are attracted to activity, which encourages the inhabitants of a lively neighborhood 

to watch what’s happening on its streets, becoming their own built-in security system.  Jacobs 

above.  Reciprocally, the residents offer security for the shops below when they are closed during 

network within the neighborhood.  Sidewalks in this type of neighborhood, which are utilized as 

community space by all age groups add another level of connection in this informal network of 

life in a functioning city offers access to goods and services, which increase the utility of the 

and shopping.  Optional activities are dependent upon the weather, like taking a walk, sunbathing, 

and simply hanging out or people watching.  Social activities are dependent upon the presence of 

other people in the space and include kids playing, greeting and conversation between inhabitants, 

as well as less active social engagement.   Each of these is necessary because people have a 

need for contact with each other at varying levels of contact—from passive to close friends.  If 

3  Andres Duany, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk and Jeff Speck, Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and 
the Decline of the American Dream (New York: North Point Press, 2000), 11.

theoretical framework

Greenwich Village, New York City
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activity in the exterior environment is missing, the contact at the lower end of the scale drops off.  

That passive contact is important because it leads to other levels of interaction, gives the person 

information about the social environment, and offers necessary stimulation. 

design especially in regard to program.  This idea can also be applied the borders between the 

increase the density of activity without necessarily increasing building density, according to Ellin.  

“The outcome is new hybrid topologies and morphologies that pool human and natural resources 

  Just as sprawl begat suburbia, cross-programming will beget new typologies 

in our urban environments.  Examples run the gamut from public to private and large to small 

spaces such as a lounge/nursing area in a department store toilet, restaurants with outdoor café 

supports this idea with the three types of outdoor activities. Ellin’s encouragement of hybridity 

seasons of the year.  In an urban space designed accordingly, there would be a variety of activities 

happening regularly, which would ensure that it was an attractive space for people and perpetuate 

This pedestrian zone is a draw for 

tourists, with street performers, outdoor cafes and plenty of shopping but also acts as a pedestrian 

thoroughfare on two axis through central Copenhagen.

Pedestrian streets alone, however, do not guarantee a lively urban landscape, and 

4  Nan Ellin, Integral Urbanism (New York: North Point Press, 2006), 35.

5  Ibid, 23.

Ströget Pedestrian walkway, Copenhagen, Denmark
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master-planned neighborhoods with a rigid aesthetic.  What seems utopic in a snapshot, doesn’t 

provide an enduring structure for successful urban environments.  This type of master-stroke 

building project and its economic structure discourages all tenants who can’t afford rent in new 

neighborhood’s town center is a corporate coffee shop, what happens to that town center when 

Cincinnati’s Main Street, for all its positives, doesn’t yet support the breadth of income 

levels and utility that’s necessary for a lasting, thriving urban neighborhood.  It lacks numerous 

to ‘guard’ those.  Simply adding some more programs with outdoor seating on the sidewalk 

and installing some seating at the bus stops could help with this immensely.

commonly historicized aesthetic often creates an environment that is inauthentic to the place and 

Eddies and Flows

environments, populations and demographics, design practitioners and civilians, conceptual and 

stimulated and a balance of energies allows for continuing cycles of activities and engagements. 

People and program are interdependent and a thriving urban environment demands that the space 

be designed to encourage these interactions.  These spaces exist in a new organizational system 

, while offering opportunity for mystery and choices in 

navigation; ebbs and eddies of movement and circulation patterns. Mirroring that of Gehl, which 

urban design by stating:

6  Ibid, 6.

theoretical framework

Corporate coffee shop in the town center of Kentlands - Gaithersburg, MD

Typical bus stop signage in Cincinnati
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Integral Urbanism simply validates our intuitive understanding of how places 

should be—dirt, disorder, and unpredictability included—rather than propose 

7

and purpose,8

about urban design, and Integral Urbanism pushes them beyond the boundary between urban and 

architectural design by ‘intensifying program’.   Considering the program of an environment in all 

spatial and temporal dimensions helps to ameliorate the disconnection felt in many contemporary 

urban environments, but invigorating them with activity.  Relating directly to Jacobs’ ideas of 

diversity and eyes on the street, cross-programming and cross-designing encourage the complexity 

of use necessary for vital, interesting environments.  It is this type of urban environment that 

Koolhaas refers to when he speaks of the ‘poetic density’ of Manhattan and the “potential of each 

Examples of cross-programming include some common hybrids such as bookstore/

the summer, a day-long dance party is held in the couryard, which creates an enormous draw to 

an otherwise unused neighborhood.  The musum itself is housed in a repurposed school building 

art exhibits, as well as the neighborhood inhabitants and people from other parts of the city 

spatial and temporal activity, including seasonal changes.  This ‘town center’ contains outdoor 

café arrangements in the summer, an ice rink in the winter, becomes an outdoor movie theater on 

Saturday nights, and generally acts as public civic space and forum as needed. 

7  Ibid, 7.

8  Ibid, 6.

9  Ibid, 20.
Cincinnati’s Fountain Square on a warm saturday night

theoretical framework

Warm-up at MOMA PS1
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Connectivity and Porosity

Circulation and connection are inherent components of hybrid scheme, both as themes 

temporal boundaries.  Ellin writes that, “Hybridization connects people and activities at points of 

    Connecting areas of intensity should be considered in vertical 

and increase intensity and cross-pollination between cores. 

Gehl and Jacobs articulate, people need various levels of privacy and interaction, and porosity 

11  The idea of porosity covers real and perceived 

translucency in the urban and architectural environments, which needs to be considered in myriad 

connections without losing the integrity of individual parts, providing something 

10  Ibid,18.

11  Ibid, 62.

12  Ibid, 82.

theoretical framework

Diagram of a porous membrane
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What’s Architecture Got to do With it? 

“Nothing exists in isolation, only in relation (or context), whether it is a building, a 

city, or a person.”

and habitat them. rchitecture is not only the act of designing and erecting buildings—

it encompasses a wider range of spatial relationships than simply shelter or the production of 

space.’

building.  Contemporary architecture strives to produce much more than that, and understanding 

architecture and urbanism can no longer be delineated—to facilitate the creation of holistic, 

enduring urban spaces, including buildings, they have to be approached and considered in tandem 

with each other. 

Deleuzean Flows

create an academic presentation; the creation of a body of knowledge—drawing from historical 

13  Ibid, 83.

14  Betsky, Aaron.  From a studio discussion on the Biennale exhibition titled, “Architecture Beyond 

Building”, University of Cincinnati, 2008.

“Nude Descending a Staircase,”  Marcel Duchamps, oil on canvas, 1912

theoretical framework
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physical limitations.

15

Architectural Application of Flow

obsolescence.  Therefore, legibility of intent and content are of the utmost importance to sustain 

have comfortable, rich, and meaningful experiences of their environments. 

15  Clifford Duffy at Wednesday, July 09, 2008 http://radioradiodeleuze.blogspot.com/2008/07/

Levittown, New Jersey.  Suburbia = Sprawl.

The concept sketch that won Zaha Hadid the CAC project.

Again, Stroget in Copenhaven, Denmark

theoretical framework
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 with a controversial 

successful defense of the criminal suit strongly positioned it as a cultural institution intent upon 

  The new building intended 

as public gathering space and art gallery—allows it to demonstrate its relevance in the dialogue 

architectural body of knowledge and potential thereof. 

16 Dochantschi, Markus, Ed. Zaha Hadid: Space for Art — Contemporary Arts Center: Cincinnati [Lois 
& Richard Rosenthal Center for Contemporary Art]. (Baden: Lars Müller Publishers, 2004), 23.

17  Ibid.

Interior and Exterior images of the CAC 

buidling.

Protestors of the shutdown of Maplethorpe’s 
CAC exhibit on the grounds of indecency

theoretical framework
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Hybridity

breadth and depth of information about the site described obtained through a holistic process, a 

designer is empowered to simultaneously create program and form appropriate to its spatial and 

Complex systems like cities and human habitation need diverse program to authentically 

building—its antithetical to the whole notion.  Hybridity must translate to architectural form as 

and through with people can travel between programmed spaces.  Containing multiple entry and 

landscape.

Its a park and non-automobile transit corridor in one.
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Traget in Cape Coral, Any State, USA

theoretical framework

Context and Legibility

“Man’s relation to locations, and through locations to spaces, inheres in his 

dwelling.  The relationship between man and space is none other than dwelling, strictly 

thought and spoken.”18

Habitable space should be designed according to the resources are available on the 

site and in consideration of the people within the site.   These ideals are encouraged by recent 

resurgence in sustainable considerations for designing building systems and utilizing resources.  

Gehl’s entire design approach is shaped by an authentic read of the space before any intervention 

… resulting from a combination of large-scale and small-scale interventions, both systematic 

  This process and product doesn’t need to be historicized to make it 

Translating this approach to architecture is simply a matter of changing the scale of the resultant 

process.  States Pallasmaa, “Buildings and cities provide the horizon for the understanding and 

Relating the design of a place to its inhabitants is important for numerous reasons: 

creating interesting, diverse environments; promoting architecture as an art form; and utilizing 

18 Heidegger, Martin. “Building, Dwelling, Thinking.” Rethinking Architecture: a Reader in Cultural 
Theory, Ed., Neil Leach, (Oxon: Routledge, 1997), 103.

19  Nan Ellin, Integral Urbanism (New York: North Point Press, 2006), 103.

20  Juhani Pallasmaa, The Eyes of the Skin; Architecture and the Senses (West Sussex: John Wiley & 

Sons, Ltd., 2005), 11.
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18

intellectual endeavor.  Pallasmaa states succinctly that “artistic expression is engaged with

pre-verbal meanings of he world, meanings that are incorporated and lived rather than simply

this happens, and building becomes more about technology architecture becomes more about 

art form.

21 Ibid, 25.

Daniel LIbeskind’s ‘The Ascent at Roebling’s Bridge’ in Newport, Kentucky striking 
a memorable visual image.
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Architecture as Art

that respect their context and that can be readily understood by their inhabitants have value that 

transcends fashion and/or function alone.  They stand as cultural reference points, demonstrating 

social, political, and aesthetic import through time.  Therefore, a truly successful architecture 

would stimulate all modalities of sense in order to strengthen one’s sense of self and one’s place in 

the world.

The recent movement in architecture toward formal, systems exercises void of meaning 

architectural pedagogy has little value in the face of globalization, climate change, worldwide 

artistic merit and content from architecture abandons us to dystopia and makes architecture 

sublime for both its practitioners and inhabitants.

visible through the straight line of the Void [sic] which cuts the ensemble as a 

understanding the enormous intellectual, economic and cultural contribution 

physically and spiritually the meaning of the Holocaust into the conscious-

The Void - Jewish museum Berlin.

theoretical framework
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The system that produced this acclaimed, politically sensitive project was 

in turn, has further diminished the import of its original intention and application.

makes built environments more important and relatable for the user.  This, in turn makes 

cities more attractive living places and will ensure that they are valued and maintained.

Engaging the Senses as Well as the Intellect  

Spaces which have interesting sensorial aspects—engaging the haptic, auditory, 

and temporal in addition to the visual—is a vital way in which architecture can effect 

rich experience for the user, which increases the value and relevance of architecture as 

a whole.  It is important for the general public to be connected to architecture/art so that 

that is more transparent and visceral allows for this level of connection with the viewer/

inhabitant.

The Jewish Museum is an excellent example of a built project that engages 

the user on a number of levels and thereby becomes a successful project—on social 

and aesthetic levels.  In order to concretize the experience of a space and connect the 

user and its environment, a design can and should engage its inhabitants in myriad 

and experience of space and the world at large, designers should conceive of our 

importance of architecture in relating experiential understanding of space:

22  http://www.daniel-libeskind.com/projects/show-all/jewish-museum-berlin/

Stairwell in Jewish museum , Berlin

Center stair core in Art Museum, Denver, CO

theoretical framework
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Jewish Museum, Berlin

…the task of art and architecture in general is to reconstruct the experience of 

an indifferentiated interior world, in which we are not mere spectators, but to 

from our very encounter with the world and our being-in-the-world—it is not 

their habitation and use, allowing for better utility and investing a community in its built spaces 

over time.  Environments can demonstrate the activity for which they are intended—either 

knowing that they aren’t alone in an environment, and second armed with an understanding of 

buildings dominating our urban environment, about which Pallasmaa writes:

Street’ and allows people to have appropriately limited connection across the boundary between 

interior and exterior, encouraging hybridity, and creating porosity and connectivity.    

23  Juhani, Pallasmaa, The Eyes of the Skin; Architecture and the Senses (West Sussex: John Wiley & 

Sons, Ltd., 2005), 26.

24  Ibid, 30.

theoretical framework
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The Case for Archi-Urban Design

“Buildings and cities provide the horizon for the understanding and confronting 

of the human existential condition.”

Broad urban renewal initiatives have recently been necessary to meet changes in resource 

and population distribution and will continue to be a major concern as population and urban 

density increases the world over.  Often, however, these masterstroke urban plans perpetuate 

the larger cycle of homogenous growth and decline cycles by limiting the diversity of economic 

streams and socio-cultural content so important to sustaining vibrant cities.  To accommodate the 

foreseeable growth in population and urban centers, large-scale urban design plans are necessary, 

as desirable for their wealth of socio-cultural capital, and for their contribution to diversity so 

necessary to the health of the city.  

Recent history has shown architecture to be an ego driven exercise, but environmental 

design is extremely important in enriching the lives of the user—bringing beauty, historic 

the luxury of designing buildings separate from their context and users.  Changes in resource 

distribution and the speed with which we will need to build to accommodate population growth 

demand a paradigm shift in the way we conceive of our urban environments.  The boundaries 

between architecture and urban design can no longer be delineated—purely formal architectural 

exercises are obsolete in this kind of world.

25  Juhani Pallasmaa. The Eyes of the Skin; Architecture and the Senses (West Sussex: John Wiley & 

Sons, Ltd., 2005),11.

theoretical framework

Aerial view of Mexico City, Mexico

Rochina Favela in Rio de Janero, Brazi;l
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Methodology

Synthesizing urban design notions from Gehl, Jacobs and Ellin, following a human-

spectrum of sensory experience, can yeild a rich, methodology for archi-urban design.  The 

The following process is accompanied by process diagrams and sketches where 

appropriate.  The depth of text and images, however, does not completely represent the depth and 

breadth of a long-term, on-site analysis of a site and its inhabitants like this one.  The true analysis 

Quite simply, the methodology was as follows:

Follow Gehl’s Approach

Observe the activity: all three types of it

Consider that kinds of activity needs to be encouraged or discouraged

Consider the physical environment’s effect thereupon

Consider Jacobs’ Suggestions

Observe ‘sidewalk life’ and facilitate through design intenventions

Incorporate Ellin’s Notions

Create porosity between landscape, urban, architecture, and interiors 

Program for hybridity to help facilitate all of the above

theoretical framework

Charles and Ray Eames’ design process diagram.



urbanistic architecture: the design solution “The time has come to conceive of architecture

 urbanistically and urbanism architecturally”

- Aldo Van Eyck
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kimberly martin

The recent movement in architecture toward formal, systems exercises void of meaning is a product of 
a privileged economy and social structure arising in America and Western Europe with Modernism and 
reaching its peak in the 1980s.  This mind-set on the part of architects and architectural pedagogy has 
little value in the face of globalization, climate change, world-wide shelter shortages, and population 
growth of the new millennium.  

At the same time, completely removing artistic (politics + aesthetics) merit and content from 
architecture abandons us to dystopia and makes architecture nothing more than building.  We need an 
architectural praxis and theory that is substantive and sublime for both its practitioners and inhabitants.

By intersecting systems and conceptual approaches with sensitive and intentional contextual 
consideration, architecture can build upon its recent history (thinking outside the realm of the buildable) 
to enrich the built environment with meaningful and socio-culturally important and appropriate spaces.

How can we appropriately create personal and social space for urban communit ies, ameliorating power relat ionships as they are commonly manifest in these environments?

Considering current and impending changes in world socio-economic paradigms, what should architecture be – formally; socially; as environmental design?

How would an architecture about the activ i t ies of people and communit ies— rather than bui ldings and architects —be manifest?

Incorporating a social-science approach and conceptual statement into an architectural 
intervention will illustrate and demonstrate that there is possibility in the field for architects to once 
again enrich our environments with meaning.  This will elevate the field beyond the current 
dichotomy between technical knowledge and prowess and formal aesthetic merit.  Architecture 
can — and should — be both art and building. As practitioners, we shouldn’t feel torn between 
the two, but allow ourselves (and encourage others) to inhabit the fecund delta between the 
streams of building technology and theoretical discourse.  Positioning ourselves here will yield 
infinite possibilities to enrich our environments.

The Over the Rhine (OTR) neighborhood in Cincinnati is a community perfectly poised for an 
artistic architectural intervention.  Rife with racial and economic conflicts of interest it offers a 
fertile field for appropriate urban and architectural solutions, as well as conceptual installation art 
to articulate, mediate, and perhaps help navigate its current socio-cultural tensions.

The outcome may be a bui lding and/or a series of instal lat ions/interventions in the neighborhood.

Program and specifics will be determined after further investigation of the socio-cultural and physical characteristics of the site.

The following images are process images from the development of this thesis project.
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A visualization of the intersection on the northeast side of Grant Park after its been opened to new revenue streams.
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diagrams of conditions of the site

design solution
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Diagrams of the options for architectural interventions

design solution
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Preliminary images of the grocery store/cafe intervention on the northeast end of the pedestrian access

design solution
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Interior of the cafe and grocery store entry - 

demonstrating the creation of multiple layers of 

program and corridors (alleys).

Exploded axon of the comonents 

of the grocery/cafe spaces.

design solution
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Interior images of the corridors surrounding the cafe space.

Exterior vision of the cafe space and pocket park.

design solution
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Diagram of corridor spaces.

Diagram of overall site plan and program intention.ccorridorsorridors
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Charaacteristics and theoretical support for this move
Henim zzriusto eugait nullandre min vel et, consectem quipit
ing ese te et nulla feugait ilit autpat praesecte ming ex erit
loreet, corpero od mincip eliquat. Feu facidunt in henis nia-
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laorem veniam, quatem vulput laorer irit augait laore conse
ming ex eraestrud eugiamc onummy nullan ulpute molore
facipisl dolorem nullan hent laor sum iriliquisit utpat luptat. Ut
nonsed eui erat at am delestio odolobore faciliquat.
Mincidunt alit ad et luptatet atem ametuer adionsed ming et aut
nostrud molor iriure dolesed tisi.
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secte ming ex erit loreet, corpero od mincip eliquat. Feu facidunt in henis niamcommy nulla feugait
vendiam nit wis adip ex ent wisi eum quisl ing ero duismolum ing esequis digna conum nostinc illaorem
veniam, quatem vulput laorer irit augait laore conse ming ex eraestrud eugiamc onummy nullan ulpute
molore facipisl dolorem nullan hent laor sum iriliquisit utpat luptat. Ut nonsed eui erat at am delestio
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Urbanistic Architecture
some sort of secondary title info here ...

context images - of the site, etc.

diagram of intent - you likey?
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tie dolestisl dolore commod magnis alis num dolorti
faciniam, suscil ipsustrud miniamet ing eummolesse
esto commolore tat nosto ea conum venis doloborpe
ulla augait euiscilit alit, consequat. Cum ercing exer
vulput volorerosto exerat wismod dolore mod minia
dolore diam, verat veliquisl ipsustrud et venit illan v
vulputp atetuerit in enis aliquat nostie eriustionsed t
ent wismod magnim vel iuscillam, consecte volortie
it lor alissequat, suscill uptat, veliqui piscili sciliqua
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“The time has come to conceive of architecture urbanistically
and urbanism architecturally”

Aldo Van Eyck

This thesis explores the potential of architecture to increase connectivity between tw
socio-economically disparate communities in downtown Cincinnati, OH.  The social
active, but economically neglected neighborhood surrounding Grant Park is physical
separated from the urban revitalization project and resulting economic and cultural a
ties on Vine Street to the west and Main Street to the south. (insert images of both- h

A wall of e

The physical properties of the site reinforce socio-economic borders between the two
eas.

The goals is to outline an urban design methodology, and propose a system for archit
tural intervention that can unify and re-enliven a community currently separated alon
racial and socio-economic lines.  Applying urban design strategies to the scale of arc
ture, two disconnected communities will become physically, economically, and visua
linked, promoting social and economic engagement between them.

This intervention includes an urban design scheme and an architectural intervention 
secting a block of unused warehouse buildings between Grant Park and Vine Street. 

Grant Park and the rest of Over the Rhine.  This design scheme will celebrate and an
the existing social construct, while supporting the neighborhood’s activity with incre
access to services and goods.  Gradually adding small programmatic changes will all
for slow, organic growth of the community and exchange with the surrounding areas
without threatening to displace the current inhabitants by rapidly increasing property
ues and changing its demographics.
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Early process sketches of architectural strategies
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This thesis has been a test case for the approach outlined and notions discussed.

The product is neither completed, nor completely successful.  Only time and post-occupancy 

analysis would tell if this combination of large-scale moves and gentle architectural insertions 

would facilitate useage in the way its been envisioned.  Though there is precedent that it 

Mexico City.  People naturally build livable neighborhoods without organizational mandates.  

enough to accomodate changes to program and demographics, completely natural in an urban 

develop into a cohesive, yet non-homogenous collection, as the need for new components arises.
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