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I . INTRODUCTION 

The p r o b l e m o f s o c i a l o r c u l t u r a l change has l o n g 

been o f i n t e r e s t t o a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s . B o t h T y l o r and Morgan 

were concerned w i t h methods f o r d e t e r r a i n i n g t h e co u r s e and 

n a t u r e o f change. However, w i t h t h e r e j e c t i o n o f a l l g r a n d 

schemes o f s o c i a l e v o l u t i o n by American a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t h r o u g h t h e i n f l u e n c e o f Boas, new approaches 

were d e v e l o p e d f o r d e a l i n g w i t h change. A c c u l t u r a t i o n r e ­

s e a r c h became one o f these approaches. 

H e r s k o v i t s (1938) has d e s c r i b e d t h e e a r l i e s t uses 

o f t h e t e r m " a c c u l t u r a t i o n , " t h e f a i l u r e t o d e v e l o p a 

s t a n d a r d d e f i n i t i o n f o r i t , and t h e v a r i e t y o f s i t u a t i o n s 

t o w h i c h i t was a p p l i e d . He n o t e d c e r t a i n d e f i c i e n c i e s i n 

th e d e f i n i t i o n he o f f e r e d v r i t h R e d f i e l d and L i n t o n i n a 

1936 Memorandum. Among these were t h e e x a c t meaning o f t h e 

phrase " c o n t i n u o u s f i r s t - h a n d c o n t a c t " between two d i s t i n c t 

g roups and t h e degree t o w h i c h c u l t u r e can be t r e a t e d as 

an e n t i t y d i s t i n c t f r o m i t s c a r r i e r s . D e s p i t e t h e s e p r o b ­

lems o f d e f i n i t i o n , however, H e r s k o v i t s (1937:261) c l a i m e d 

t h a t a c c u l t u r a t i o n s t u d i e s e f f e c t i v e l y combined methods o f 

t h e d i a c h r o n i c and s y n c h r o n i c approaches s i n c e t h e y p r o ­

v i d e d t h e a n t h r o p o l o g i s t w i t h " t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f c o n t r o l 

a f f o r d e d by r e c o r d e d h i s t o r y " as w e l l as i n d i c a t i n g " t h e 
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i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e elements o f a g i v e n c u l t u r e . " 

A seminar on a c c u l t u r a t i o n s p o n s o r e d by t h e S o c i a l 

Science Research C o u n c i l reemphasized t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 

a c c u l t u r a t i o n r e s e a r c h s i n c e i t M o f f e r ( s ) some o f o u r b e s t 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g c u l t u r a l dynamics" ( 1 9 5 ^ : 

973) b u t n o t e d an u n f o r t u n a t e l a g between t h e o r e t i c a l 

f o r m u l a t i o n s on a c c u l t u r a t i o n and a c c u m u l a t i n g a c c u l t u r a ­

t i o n s t u d i e s . T h i s d i s c o n t i n u i t y between t h e o r y and 

r e s e a r c h was a t t r i b u t e d t o an emphasis on s t r u c t u r e w i t h 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g n e g l e c t o f pro c e s s and t o t h e o r i e n t a t i o n 

o f r e s e a r c h t o w a r d " r e c e p t o r " o r s u b o r d i n a t e c u l t u r e s 

r a t h e r t h a n "donor" o r dominant c u l t u r e s . 

The c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f donor t o s u b o r d i n a t e c u l t u r e s , 

w h i l e w i d e l y acknowledged as i m p o r t a n t , have been g i v e n 

r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n by a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s . B o t h t h e 

Memorandum and t h e S o c i a l Science Research C o u n c i l s e m i n a r 
r e f e r r e d t o " t r a i t s p r e s e n t e d by t h e donor g r o u p " (1936: 

151) and " t h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t a c c u l t u r a t i o n i s v e r y much 

a m a t t e r o f range o f p r e s e n t a t i o n " ( 1 9 5 ^ : 9 8 3 ) 1 b u t " i n 

s p i t e o f these and o t h e r s t a t e m e n t s , f i e l d a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s 

appear t o have t h o u g h t l a r g e l y o f a c c u l t u r a t i o n s i t u a t i o n s 

i n t e r m s o f t o t a l c u l t u r a l systems i n c o n t a c t , and o f t h e 

changes t h a t o c c u r i n t h e r e c i p i e n t c u l t u r e " ( F o s t e r 1960:8) 

To overcome t h i s b i a s o f t h e f i e l d w o r k e r , F o s t e r d e v i s e d 

a model " t o f a c i l i t a t e c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n o f t h e n a t u r e o f 

a dominant donor c u l t u r e and i t s mode o f p r e s e n t a t i o n t o a 



s u b o r d i n a t e r e c i p i e n t c u l t u r e " ( 1 9 6 0 : 1 0 ) . T h i s model 

i s c a l l e d "conquest c u l t u r e , " t h e p r o f i l e o r f a c e a 

donor c u l t u r e p r e s e n t s t o a r e c i p i e n t c u l t u r e . The t r a n s ­

m i s s i o n o f c u l t u r e v i a conquest c u l t u r e i s a double 

s c r e e n i n g p r o c e s s whereby t h e dominant c u l t u r e p r e s e n t s 

s e l e c t e d elements t o t h e r e c i p i e n t c u l t u r e and, w i t h i n 

a range o f c h o i c e p r e s c r i b e d by t h e dominant c u l t u r e , t h e 

r e c i p i e n t c u l t u r e f u r t h e r s e l e c t s and r e j e c t s c u l t u r a l 

e l e m e n t s . "Two complete c u l t u r a l systems n e v e r come i n t o 

f u l l c o n t a c t " ( F o s t e r 1960:10), b u t p a r t s o f each c u l t u r e 

do meet i n the c o n t a c t s i t u a t i o n . 

T hrough t h i s p r o c e s s a c h o i c e i s made f r o m t h e t o t a l ­
i t y o f forms f o u n d i n a dominant, c o n q u e r i n g donor 
c u l t u r e and t o t h e s e forms are added i d e a s and i t e m s 
c a l l e d i n t o b e i n g o r d e v e l o p e d as a r e s u l t o f t h e 
c o n t a c t s i t u a t i o n i t s e l f . T h i s p r o c e s s r e s u l t s i n 
a new " c u l t u r e , " w i t h a d i s t i n c t i v e p r o f i l e w h i c h 
becomes t h e a c c u l t u r a t i v e f o r c e on t h e r e c i p i e n t 
p e o p l e ( F o s t e r 1960:11). 

The conquest c u l t u r e i s a l s o a " s t a n d a r d i z e d " o r 

" s i m p l i f i e d " v e r s i o n o f t h e l a r g e r c u l t u r e i t r e p r e s e n t s . 

By t h i s F o s t e r does n o t mean t h a t s i n g l e e l ements o f t h e 

p r o f i l e , a g r i c u l t u r a l t e c h n i q u e s , f o r i n s t a n c e , a r e made 

s i m p l e t o u n d e r s t a n d . R a t h e r , t h e v a r i e t y o f such t e c h ­

n i q u e s t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e t h e home c u l t u r e do n o t c h a r a c t e r ­

i z e t h e conquest c u l t u r e . T h i s i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h e 

acceptance and t h e n p e r s i s t e n c e o f p a r t i c u l a r sugar manu­

f a c t u r i n g methods i n Jamaica. The sugar grower's r e j e c t i o n 

o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n s w h i c h were a c c e p t e d on o t h e r 

i s l a n d s p u t t h e Jamaican sugar i n d u s t r y a t a c o m p e t i t i v e 



d i s a d v a n t a g e . 

The conquest c u l t u r e s h o u l d n o t be c o n f u s e d w i t h 

t h e c o l o n i a l c u l t u r e w h i c h i t u s u a l l y p r o d u c e s . A l t h o u g h 

t h e c o n n e c t i o n between t h e two i s c e r t a i n l y i n t i m a t e , t h e 

conquest c u l t u r e i s a h y b r i d p r o d u c t because i t i s s u b j e c t 

t o s c r e e n i n g processes f r o m two s o u r c e s , i t s o r i g i n i n 

th e home c u l t u r e and i t s c o n t a c t w i t h s u b o r d i n a t e p e o p l e s . 

A conquest c u l t u r e i s n o t a m o n o l i t h i c e n t i t y o v e r p o w e r i n g 

a s u b o r d i n a t e p e o p l e b u t a m i x t u r e c r e a t e d i n t h e c o n t a c t 

s i t u a t i o n . 

The c r e a t i o n o f a conquest c u l t u r e o p e r a t e s on a 

" f o r m a l " and an " i n f o r m a l " l e v e l . F o r m a l l y , d e c i s i o n s 

and c h o i c e s are i n t e n t i o n a l l y made by members o f t h e dom­

i n a n t group e a r l y i n the c o n t a c t p e r i o d . How a r e p l a n ­

t a t i o n s t o be o r g a n i z e d ? What p r o v i s i o n s w i l l be made 

f o r s l a v e s ? How are s l a v e s t o be t r e a t e d ? How s h a l l 

l o c a l p o l i t i c a l and p o l i c e a u t h o r i t y be d e l e g a t e d ? I n ­

f o r m a l l y , s o c i a l processes are i n o p e r a t i o n o f w h i c h t h e 

members o f t h e dominant c u l t u r e may not be aware. Demo­

g r a p h i c p a t t e r n s become a consequence o f economic d e c i ­

s i o n s . A p e a s a n t r y appears because o f e a r l y l a n d use and 

m a r k e t i n g p a t t e r n s . 

The s t e m d a r d i z e d p r o f i l e o f t h e conquest c u l t u r e 

" c r y s t a l l i z e s " soon a f t e r i t s u c c e s s f u l l y f u n c t i o n s i n 

t h e new e n v i r o n m e n t . Members o f t h e donor c u l t u r e a r r i v i n g 

a f t e r t h i s " c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n " do n o t f i n d t h e f l u i d s i t u a t i o n 



o f t b e e a r l y a c c u l t u r a t i o n p e r i o d b u t an e s t a b l i s h e d 

c u l t u r e t o w h i c h t h e y must a d j u s t . T h i s new c u l t u r e 

v a r i e s f r o m t h e p a r e n t c u l t u r e because o f t h e s e l e c t i o n 

o f some elements and e x c l u s i o n o f o t h e r s f r o m t h e p r o f i l e , 

a p r o c e s s more i m p o r t a n t b e f o r e t h e new c u l t u r e c r y s t a l l i z e s 

t h a n a f t e i " . The p o s s i b i l i t y o f s i g n i f i c a n t c u l t u r a l i n n o ­

v a t i o n o r m o d i f i c a t i o n on t h e p a r t o f i n d i v i d u a l s e x i s t s 

l a r g e l y d u r i n g t h e e a r l i e s t s t a g e s o f a c c u l t u r a t i o n . 

L a t e r , t h e new c u l t u r e i s " l e s s r e c e p t i v e t o change and 

l e s s prone t o a c c e p t new elements f r o m t h e p a r e n t c u l t u r e " 

( F o s t e r 1960:233). 

A l t h o u g h F o s t e r ' s model o f conquest c u l t u r e f o r m s 

t h e b a s i s o f t h i s s t u d y , t h e r e a r e some i r a p o r t a n t d i f f e r ­

ences between h i s C u l t u r e and Conquest and t h i s paper. 

F o s t e r s p e nt over a y e a r i n S p a i n c o l l e c t i n g m a t e r i a l i n 

the f i e l d and i n a r c h i v e s . The o r g a n i z a t i o n o f h i s s t u d y 

r e f l e c t s t h e f a c t t h a t he " f o u n d no easy s o l u t i o n t o t h e 

problera o f r e l a t i n g t hese d a t a t o Spanish A m e r i c a " ( i 9 6 0 : 

v i i ) . Each c h a p t e r opens w i t h a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n o f a 

p a r t i c u l a r Spanish American p a t t e r n , f o l l o w e d by e x t e n s i v e 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e Spanish p a t t e r n , and a s h o r t c o n c l u d i n g 

s e c t i o n on comparisons between t h e two. The b u l k o f t h e 

s t u d y d e a l s w i t h S p a i n . F o s t e r r e c o g n i z e s , o f c o u r s e , 

t h a t t h e S p a i n o f t o d a y i s n o t t h a t o f t h e s i x t e e n t h cen­

t u r y b u t argues t h a t "Spanish s o c i e t y i s c o n s e r v a t i v e : o l d 

s o c i a l f o r m s , customs, t e c h n i q u e s , and i d e a s have s u r v i v e d . 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r u r a l a r e a s " and " j u d i c i o u s use o f con­

t e m p o r a r y d a t a , t i e d t o h i s t o r i c a l a c c o u n t s , [ w h i c h ] i s 

b a s i c a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l m e thodology," can make p o s s i b l e v a l i d 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s about t h e S p a n i s h conquest i n t h e New 

W o r l d ( 1 9 6 0 : 2 0 ) . 

For t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y , f i e l d work i n E n g l a n d was 

i m p o s s i b l e . I t m i g h t n o t have been r e l e v a n t . "A s t u d y 

o f modern France w i l l t e l l us v e r y l i t t l e o f t h e c u l t u r a l 

p r o c e s s e s a t work i n t h e French c o l o n i z a t i o n o f t h e New 

W o r l d ; a s t u d y o f modern E n g l a n d , even l e s s " ( F o s t e r I 9 6 0 : 

2 0 ) . E ngland was so t r a n s f o r m e d by the i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u ­

t i o n t h a t raodern E n g l i s h s o c i e t y would r e f l e c t v e r y l i t t l e 

o f t h e E n g l i s h c u l t u r e o f t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The 

p o i n t o f i n t e r e s t o f t h i s s t u d y i s t h e r e f o r e d i f f e r e n t 

f r o m t h a t o f F o s t e r ' s , f o r h e r e t h e conquest c u l t u r e i n 

the i m m ediate c o n t a c t s i t u a t i o n i s t h e c e n t e r o f a t t e n t i o n , 

n o t t h e B r i t i s h donor c u l t u r e . More c o n s i d e r a t i o n has been 

g i v e n t h e r e c i p i e n t c u l t u r e and t h e c o l o n i a l c u l t u r e be­

cause our i n t e r e s t i s n o t s i m p l y t h e d i f f u s i o n o f t r a i t s 

f r o m England and West A f r i c a t o t h e C a r i b b e a n b u t an 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e s e t r a i t s as dynamic p r o c e s s e s over 

a l o n g h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d . Only a f t e r t h e s e t r a i t s became 

embedded i n t h e c o l o n i a l c u l t u r e d i d t h e i r consequences 

become a p p a r e n t . 

The model o f conquest c u l t u r e i s e s s e n t i a l l y a 

model o f s o c i a l and h i s t o r i c a l change under p a r t i c u l a r 



c i r c u m s t a n c e s . The o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e model and r e s e a r c h , 

t h e r e f o r e , must be i n h i s t o r i c a l t e r m s . T h i s w o u l d seem 

o b v i o u s y e t t h e r e a r e t h o s e who w o u l d i n s i s t on r e c o n ­

s t r u c t i n g h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n s l a r g e l y on t h e b a s i s o f s y n ­

c h r o n i c , s t r u c t u r a l a n a l y s i s . T h e i r approach may prove 

i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o r t a n t f o r Murdock (1955:361,366) has i n d i ­

c a t e d h i s b e l i e f t h a t t h e s t u d y o f s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e i s 

e m e r g i n g f r o m a c l a s s i f y i n g and t y p o l o g i z i n g phase t o "a 

common co n c e r n w i t h dynamics o r p r o c e s s , " a "dynamic o r i e n ­

t a t i o n w h i c h f o c u s e s a t t e n t i o n on t h e p r o c e s s e s by w h i c h 

systems come i n t o b e i n g and succeed one a n o t h e r over t i m e . " 

Not r e j e c t i n g s t r u c t u r a l a n a l y s i s , H e r s k o v i t s ( i 9 6 0 ) has 

d e f e n d e d t h e o v e r a l l i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l a p p r o a c h , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n A f r o a m e r i c a n r e s e a r c h . He has a r g u e d t h a t 

s t a t i s t i c a l and s y n c h r o n i c a n a l y s i s t e l l us what a c u l t u r e 

c o n s i s t s o f a t a g i v e n t i m e b u t n o t why t h a t c u l t u r e t a k e s 

on a p a r t i c u l a r c o n f i g u r a t i o n . The f e t i s h o f s t r u c t u r a l 

" s c i e n t i s m " aimed a t t h e d i s c o v e r y o f h i s t o r i c a l " l a w s " can 

n o t p o s s i b l y succeed, a t l e a s t n o t as l o n g as documented 

h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s and processes a r e i g n o r e d . 

H e r s k o v i t s " c o n t e n t i o n r a i s e s t h e p r o b l e m o f h i s ­

t o r y and, more i m p o r t a n t , o f h i s t o r i c a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

I f , i n t h e o r t h o d o x sense, h i s t o r y i s c o n c e i v e d o f as t h e 

n a r r a t i v e s t a t e m e n t o f what has happened i n t h e p a s t , we 

a r e l e d t o t h e v i e w t h a t " t h e s u b j e c t m a t t e r o f h i s t o r y 

c o n s i s t s o f o c c u r r e n c e s w h i c h are u n u s u a l and o u t o f t h e 
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common, o f eve n t s w h i c h f o r one re a s o n o r a n o t h e r compel 

th e a t t e n t i o n o f men, and w h i c h are h e l d w o r t h y o f b e i n g 

k e p t i n remembrance" ( T e g g a r t 1 9 6 0 : l 8 ) . H i s t o r y i n t h i s 

sense i s more t h a n t h e r e t e l l i n g o f t h e p a s t ; i t i s t h e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a s t o r y , a drama, an a r t f o r m , w h i c h may 

be t u r n e d t o any number o f e s t h e t i c or p r o p a g a n d i s t i c 

p u r p o s e s . I n w r i t i n g t h i s k i n d o f h i s t o r y , h i s t o r i a n s 

have r i g h t l y c l a i m e d t h a t t h e y are not i n v o l v e d i n a 

s c i e n c e b u t an a r t , no m a t t e r how s c i e n t i f i c may be t h e i r 

r e s e a r c h t e c h n i q u e s i n terms o f v a l i d a t i n g documents and 

event s. 

Some h i s t o r i a n s , however, have c l a i m e d t o be c r e a t 

i n g a s c i e n c e . They p u r p o r t t o be d e m o n s t r a t i n g h i s t o r i c a 

l a w s , r h y t h m s , and sequences w h i c h r e l e n t l e s s l y c a r r y men 

a l o n g t o some i n e v i t a b l e c l i m a x , be i t t h e w i t h e r i n g away 

o f t h e s t a t e , t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e k i n g d o m o f God, o r 

t h e d e c l i n e o f Western c i v i l i z a t i o n . Some, imbued w i t h a 

n o t i o n o f p r o g r e s s , seek o u t t r a n s i t i o n s f r o m s i m p l e r t o 

more complex s t a t e s o f t h e s o c i a l o r g a n i s m . i h e i r s t a t e ­

ments about h i s t o r y seem p l a u s i b l e because t h e y have c a s t 

t h e i r m a t e r i a l s i n terms o f t h e n a r r a t i v e a p p r o a c h and 

t h r o u g h r e i f y i n g an a b s t r a c t i o n — t h e s t a t e , t h e c h u r c h , a 

p a r t i c u l a r c o u n t r y - - t h e y t e l l a " s t o r y " a b o u t t h a t 

a b s t r a c t i o n . 

I t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t h e f r e ­

quent a p p l i c a t i o n o f t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r i o g r a p h y t o t h e 



Jamaican and B r i t i s h C a r i b b e a n h i s t o r i c a l , e x p e r i e n c e has 

f a i l e d t o e x p l a i n , l e t a l o n e a d e q u a t e l y d e s c r i b e , t h e 

p r o c e s s o f h i s t o r i c a l change as i t o c c u r r e d . Depending as 

t h e y do on t h e r e i f i c a t i o n o f s o c i a l e n t i t i e s , u s u a l l y 

economic, and t h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f key p e r s o n a l i t i e s , 

u s u a l l y p o l i t i c a l , t h e s e h i s t o r i e s i g n o r e massive a r e a s 

o f t h e s o c i a l - h i s t o r i c a l e x p e r i e n c e of a p e o p l e , Where 

t h e y do t r e a t t h a t e x p e r i e n c e , i t i s i n s h o r t p a r a g r a p h s 

wedged i n between t h e n a r r a t i v e f o r "background" p u r p o s e s . 

The e f f e c t o f t h i s h i s t o r i c a l approach i s t o d i v e r t a t t e n ­

t i o n f r o m u n d e r l y i n g processes and c o n d i t i o n s t o s u p e r ­

f i c i a l and i n c o m p l e t e d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e e v e n t s themselves 

e v e n t s on3.y symptomatic o f s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s b u t w h i c h 

e x i s t f o r t h e h i s t o r i a n i n v i v i d , autonomous g l o r y . The 

r e s u l t i s a d r a m a t i c a r t f o r m w h i c h weaves t o g e t h e r h i s ­

t o r i c a l e v e n t s , o p i n i o n , and judgment i n t o an e s t h e t i c a l l y 

and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y p l e a s i n g w h o l e . From t h i s dependence 

upon t h e n a r r a t i v e method o f h i s t o r i c a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t 

i s p o s s i b l e t o see why h i s t o r i a n s have f a i l e d t o produce 

a s c i e n t i f i c a l l y grounded t h e o r y o f h i s t o r y , a t a s k w h i c h 

has f a l l e n by d e f a u l t and by h i s t o r i c a l c i r c u m s t a n c e t o 

s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s . ' ' " 

A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s have l o n g been accustomed t o 

d e a l i n g w i t h m a t e r i a l s w h i c h l a c k e d the r e c o r d s and docu­

m e n t a t i o n a v a i l a b l e t o t h e h i s t o r i a n . 

Y e t " t h e a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s , i t s h o u l d be n o t e d , have 
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gone one s t e p f u r t h e r t h a n t h e h i s t o r i a n s ; t h e y 
have sought t o make t h e i r s t u d i e s n o t o n l y a c c u r a t e 
b u t s c i e n t i f i c , t o f o r m u l a t e a c l e a r and c o h e r e n t 
s y s t e m o f e m p i r i c a l g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s . . . . For t h i s 
r e a s o n , a f u t u r e s c i e n c e o f h i s t o r y must a t f i r s t 
r e l y h e a v i l y on a n t h r o p o l o g y b o t h f o r c o n c e p t s and 
methods" (Bagby 1963:19-20). 

A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s have been l e s s tempted t o raake g e n e r a l ­

i z a t i o n s about h i s t o r i c a l " l a w s " because t h e y have been 

s e n s i t i v e t o t h e d i v e r s i t y o f t h e i r s u b j e c t m a t t e r . W i t h 

few e x c e p t i o n s t h e y have r e c o g n i z e d t h a t h i s t o r y i s p l u r a l ­

i s t i c , and no s i n g l e system o f e x p l a n a t i o n , r e g a r d l e s s o f 

i t s i n n e r coherence and c o m p l e t e n e s s , can a c c o u n t f o r t h e 

h i s t o r i e s o f a l l p e o p l e s . A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s have sDught t o 

d e f i n e c o n d i t i o n s r a t h e r t h a n s i t u a t i o n s ; t h e i r i n t e r e s t 

has been i n i n s t i t u t i o n s , customs, and i d e a systems r a t h e r 

t h a n i n d i v i d u a l s , p e r s o n a l m o t i v a t i o n s , o r g r e a t b a t t l e s 

( T e g g a r t 1960:80). " I t w i l l be o b v i o u s , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t 

i f we a r e t o a r r i v e a t t h e d e s i d e r a t u m o f a s c i e n c e o f 

man, i t w i l l be n e c e s s a r y t o b r i n g i n t o one f o c u s t h e 

h i s t o r i c a l s t u d y o f e v e n t s and t h e s c i e n t i f i c s t u d y o f 

p r o c e s s e s o p e r a t i v e i n t i m e " ( T e g g a r t 1960:155). Our con­

c e r n cannot be w i t h f i n d i n g h i s t o r i c a l " l a w s " taut w i t h 

d e s c r i b i n g s o c i a l p r o c e s s e s . The model o f c o nquest c u l t u r e 

i s a d e v i c e f o r o r d e r i n g d a t a i n such a way t h a t c o n d i t i o n s 

r a t h e r t h a n s i t u a t i o n s , p r o c e s s e s r a t h e r t h a n e v e n t s , w i l l 

he r e v e a l e d . G r e a t e r i n s i g h t i n t o b o t h h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s 

and c o n d i t i o n s can be a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l t e c h n i q u e s such as t h e c o n q u e s t c u l t u r e 

model t h a n t h r o u g h t h e r e w o r k i n g o f o l d f a c t s i n t o a new 

n a r r a t i v e . 



I I . THE BRITISH BACKGROUND 

The c u l t u r e w h i c h was t o dominate i m p o r t a n t a r e a s 

o f t h e Car i b b e a n b e g i n n i n g w i t h •fine s i x t e e n t h and seven­

t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s was i t s e l f t h e r e s u l t o f s o c i a l and eco­

nomic s h i f t s w h i c h p e r m a n e n t l y a l t e r e d i t s appearance and 

w h i c h p r e p a r e d i t f o r a l a r g e r o l e i n t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n 

o f t h e New World. From t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e E n g l i s h Tudor 

p e r i o d i n 1485, t h e i d e a d e v e l o p e d t h a t a t t e m p t s a t f o r e i g n 

e x p a n s i o n and t h e p r o m o t i o n o f commerce c o u l d be c a r r i e d 

o u t t h r o u g h d i p l o m a c y and t h a t t h e r o l e o f government i n 

such a program was e s s e n t i a l t o i t s s uccess. A n a s c e n t 

m e r c a n t i l i s t p o l i c y was o u t l i n e d by Henry V I I i n t h e 

N a v i g a t i o n A c t s approved by P a r l i a m e n t i n 1485 and 

1489, a l l o w i n g s t i p u l a t e d commodities t o be i m p o r t e d o n l y 

i n B r i t i s h s h i p s manned by B r i t i s h crews. At lhe same 

t i m e , t r a d e and t a r i f f r e g u l a t i o n s were o u t l i n e d and 

a t t e m p t s made a t t h e i r e n f o r c e m e n t . The E n g l i s h navy 

was expanded beyond i t s p o l i c i n g r o l e i n C o n t i n e n t a l 

w a t e r s and new s h i p s d e s i g n e d f o r d i s t a n t e x p l o r a t i o n 

and t r a d e . A new concept o f n a t i o n a l i s m , d e f i n e d i n ter m s 

o f t r a d e and i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m p e t i t i o n was t a k i n g shape. 

The m e r c a n t i l e p o l i c y , as u n d e r s t o o d i n Tudor t i m e s , 
meant t h a t t h e government a p p l i e d i t s e l f d e l i b e r a t e l y 

11 
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and c o n s c i o u s l y t o t h e f o s t e r i n g o f sea-pov. rer, t o t h e 
f a v o u r i n g o f t h e i n t e r e s t s o f i t s own s u b j e c t s by de­
p r e s s i n g t h o s e o f f o r e i g n e r s , t o t h e a c c u m u l a t i o n o f 
t h e p r e c i o u s m e t a l s , and t o t h e encouragement, by 
a r t i f i c i a l means i f n e c e s s a r y , o f i n d u s t r i e s c o n d u c i v e 
t o t h e n a t i o n a l w e a l t h . Henry pursued t h i s p o l i c y 
c o n s i s t e n t l y ; h i s s u c c e s s o r s w i t h o c c a s i o n a l l a p s e s 
due t o p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ; and t h e m e r c a n t i l i s t 
s y s t e m as a whole f l o u r i s h e d w i t h f u l l v i g o r u n t i l 
t h e c l o s i n g y e a r s o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y ( W i l l i a m ­
son 1955 ^ 0 ) • 

The encouragement o f t r a d e was p a r t o f an impor­

t a n t s h i f t o f economic power T ^ i t h i n E n g l and. The o l d g e n t r y 

c l a s s was b e i n g d i s p l a c e d by a r i s i n g c o m m e r c i a l c l a s s , and 

new economic p r i n c i p l e s based on l a n d , s p e c u l a t i o n , and t h e 

d e a l i n g s o f merchants appeared. Tenants began o c c u p y i n g 

f o r m e r e s t a t e s , merchants pandered t o new t a s t e s f o r e x o t i c 

goods, and a yeoman c l a s s appeared ( T r a i l l and Mann 1902: 

8 6 ) . 

The e x p l o r a t i o n o f a New World and c o m p e t i t i o n 

f o r abakes i n p r e v i o u s l y unknown r e g i o n s c l a i m e d p o p u l a r 

and f i n a n c i a l a t t e n t i o n . The Cabots had made voyages t o 

N o r t h America as e a r l y as 1497 and 1509 5 and " t h e e a r l i e s t 

r e c o r d s now e x t a n t show t h a t a r e g u l a r t r a d e w i t h A f r i c a 

began i n 1551. I n t h a t y e a r , a p a r t n e r s h i p o f London 

merchants sen t o u t a s h i p named t h e L i o n o f 150 t o n s under 

t h e command o f Thomas Wyndham" ( W i l l i a m s o n 1955! 8 2 ) . Wyndham 

t r a d e d i n Morocco and t h e Canary I s l a n d s f o r s u g a r , d a t e s , 

almonds and molasses. Over t h e v i g o r o u s p r o t e s t s o f P o r t u ­

g a l , o t h e r merchants made voyages t o A f r i c a i n 1555-58 and 

f o r c e d t h e i r way i n t o t h e Sp a n i s h - P o r t u g u e s e t r a d e m o n o p o l i e s . 



John Hawkins s h i p p e d Spanish m a n u f a c t u r e d goods t o B r a z i l 

and t h e Caribbean and became t h e f i r s t E n g l i s h m a n t o 

u n d e r t a k e s l a v e s u p p l y i n g . B u y i n g h i s s l a v e s f r o m P o r t u ­

guese t r a d e r s on t h e West A f r i c a n c o a s t , u s u a l l y a t S i e r r a 

Leone , he c a r r i e d h i s human cargo t o S p a n i s h p o r t s i n t h e 

C a r i b b e a n . I n v e s t o r s i n h i s 1564 e x p e d i t i o n i n c l u d e d n o t 

o n l y London merchants b u t , a p p a r e n t l y , t h e Queen and h e r 

p r i m e m i n i s t e r . 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t h e r e s u l t s o f d o m e s t i c s o c i a l 

and economic r e a d j u s t m e n t s i n England were becoming a p p a r e n t . 

I n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , p a u p e r i s m , 

b e g g i n g , a n t i - f o r e i g n s e n t i m e n t , and modern s o u n d i n g com­

p l a i n t s o f u r b a n decay c h a r a c t e r i z e d some a r e a s o f E n g l i s h 

l i f e . Growing c a p i t a l i s t i n d u s t r y drew r u r a l p e ople i n t o 

an u n s e t t l e d u r b a n e n v i r o n m e n t . P r i c e s r o s e r a p i d l y b u t 

wages changed l i t t l e . Unemployment and p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e s 

added t o t h e u n r e s t , n o t o n l y i n u r b a n b u t r u r a l a r e a s . 

The e n c l o s u r e o f l a n d and i t s c o n v e r s i o n f r o m t i l l a g e t o 

p a s t u r a g e n o t o n l y b r o k e t h e o l d m e d i e v a l a g r a r i a n r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p s b u t h e l p e d c r e a t e a p o o r , r u r a l l a b o r i n g c l a s s , 

a c l a s s l o n g dependent on poor r e l i e f . 

The B r i t i s h c u l t u r e o f t h e l a t e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

f o r m e d t h e c u l t u r a l base l i n e f o r B r i t i s h dominance i n a 

number o f C a r i b b e a n c o l o n i e s . The c o n f i s c a t i o n s o f Church 

p r o p e r t y , changes i n s o c i a l c l a s s e s and i n l a n d - u s e p r a c t i c e s 

p r i c e f l u c t u a t i o n s , unemployment, and p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h 
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c r e a t e d a d i s t r e s s w h i c h " b e f o r e i t s u b s i d e d , gave r i s e 

among men o f o r i g i n a l mind t o an a m b i t i o n t o f o u n d 

• p l a n t a t i o n s ' — t r u e and l i v i n g o f f s h o o t s o f t h e E n g l i s h 

r a c e — i n t h e f a i r and v a c a n t l a n d s a c r o s s t h e A t l a n t i c . 

By so d o i n g , t h e y c ontended, t h e y w o u l d t u r n c r i m i n a l s 

i n t o h o n e s t men and p r o v i d e a r e l i e f f o r t h e p a p u l a t i o n 

o f E ngland w h i c h , as i t seemed t o them, was becoming ex­

c e s s i v e " ( W i l l i a m s o n 1955:125-6). 

W i t h t h e a c c e s s i o n o f t h e S t u a r t s ( 1 6 0 3 ) , n o t 

o n l y was t h e c r e a t i o n o f c o l o n i e s by p r i v a t e i n v e s t m e n t 

encouraged, b u t t h e government began t a k i n g a d e f i n i t e 

a t t i t u d e t o w a r d such c o l o n i e s and t h e " o l d c o l o n i a l s y s t e m " 

e v o l v e d . The e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a government d e p a r t m e n t t o 

s u p e r v i s e t h e c o l o n i e s and e x p e r i m e n t a l programs i n c e n t r a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e c e i v e d l e g i s l a t i v e s a n c t i o n . The c o n c e p t 

o f b a l a n c e o f t r a d e was implemented by N a v i g a t i o n A c t s 

and government s u p p o r t o f p r i v a t e t r a d e m o n o p o l i e s . T r a d ­

i n g i n R u s s i a , t h e e a s t e r n M e d i t e r r a n e a n , and i n A f r i c a , 

t h e m o n o p o l i e s were t h e r i s k y b u t p o t e n t i a l l y h i g h l y 

p r o f i t a b l e concerns o f l a r g e - s c a l e i n v e s t o r s i n E n g l i s h 

f i n a n c i a l c e n t e r s . 

I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t "when d e a l i n g w i t h pauper­

i s m , t h e Government [ o f James I ] l o o k e d f o r remedies n o t 

t o t h e poor law a l o n e , b u t t o t h e e n f o r c e m e n t o f numerous 

s t a t u t e s r e g u l a t i n g t r a d e and i n d u s t r y , wages and p r i c e s " 

( T r a i l l and Mann 1902:196) so t h a t t h e c o n c e p t s o f 
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m e r c a n t i l i s m and t h e r e l i e f o f domestic p r o b l e m s t h r o u g h 
c o l o n i z a t i o n n e a t l y d o v e t a i l e d . The e a r l i e s t E n g l i s h 
c o l o n i z a t i o n i n t h e Caribbean was on S t . C h r i s t o p h e r i n 
1624, Barbados i n 1627 and M o n t s e r r a t and A n t i g u a i n 
I 6 3 2 . The B r i t i s h were a l s o a c t i v e i n Honduras and t h e 
Bahamas and t h e s e h o l d i n g s prompted i n q u i r y f r o m P a r l i a ­
ment as t o "how t h e y may be b e s t managed and made u s e f u l 
f o r t h i s Commonwealth; how t h e commodities t h e r e o f may be 
so m u l t i p l i e d and improved, as t h o s e P l a n t a t i o n s a l o n e may 
s u p p l y t h e Commonwealth w i t h what i t n e c e s s a r i l y w a n t s " 
( W i l l i a m s o n 1955:2^0). As t h e s e s e n t i m e n t s a c c u m u l a t e d , 
t h e p r i c e r i s e s , t h e com m e r c i a l and h a r v e s t f a i l u r e s , and 
t h e " i m m i g r a t i o n o f paupers f r o m t h e r u r a l d i s t r i c t s " ( T r a i l l 
and Mann 1902:201) prompted a t t e m p t s a t f o r c e d e m i g r a t i o n 
t o t h e c o l o n i e s i n t h e hope t h a t t h e s o c i a l l y u n f i t c o u l d 
somehow be t u r n e d i n t o economic a s s e t s f o r t h e home c o u n t r y 
s i m p l y t h r o u g h b e i n g t r a n s p l a n t e d . 

I n t h e l a t t e r h a l f o f t h e iGOO's, however, such 

f a i t h i n t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f human n a t u r e i n t h e c o l o n i e s 

had d r i e d up. The r e t u r n s on E n g l i s h l a b o r i n t h e t r o p i c s 

had been modest except f o r t h e tob a c c o s u p p l i e d t o t h e p r o ­

t e c t e d home m a r k e t . The government ceased t o encourage 

e m i g r a t i o n and i n v e s t o r s sought a new l a b o r s u p p l y f o r 

t h e i r i n d u s t r i e s i n t h e c o l o n i e s . " I t f o l l o w e d f r o m t h e s e 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h a t t h e p o l i c y o f t h e t i m e c o n c e r n e d i t s e l f 

p r i m a r i l y w i t h d e v e l o p i n g c o l o n i e s o f t h e s l a v e - h o l d i n g , 
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p l a n t a t i o n t y p e , l o c a t e d i n o r n e a r the t r o p i c s , and p r o ­
d u c i n g merchandise w h i c h w o u l d supplement r a t h e r t h a n 
compete w i t h t h a t o f t h e m o t h e r - c o u n t r y " ( W i l l i a m s o n 1955: 
2 6 l ) . I t was r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e c o l o n i e s t h e m s e l v e s were 
a p o t e n t i a l market f o r E n g l i s h goods, a r o l e n e a r l y as 
i m p o r t a n t as t h a t o f s u p p l i e r s o f raw m a t e r i a l s . The i d e a 
t h a t t h e empire c o u l d be a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d t r a d i n g u n i t was 
t o l a s t u n t i l r e p l a c e d by t h e I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n i n 

E n g l a n d . 

I n t h e n e w l y d e v e l o p i n g c o l o n i a l system w i t h i t s 

m e r c a n t i l i s t b a s i s , merchants i n t h e c o l o n i e s f r e q u e n t l y 

a c t e d as u n o f f i c i a l agents o f t h e home government. Through 

them, t h e s t a t e sought c o n t r o l o f economic a c t i v i t y f o r 

t h e purpose o f n a t i o n a l power, c o n t r o l o f t r a d e , and p r o ­

t e c t i o n o f m o n o p o l i e s . F o l l o w i n g t h e R e s t o r a t i o n , i n t e r e s t 

i n s e t t l e m e n t was h i g h , and m e r c a n t i l i s t s i n t h e C o u r t and 

P a r l i a m e n t " p r e s s e d t h e d o c t r i n e o f Trade Ascendancy i n a 

n a r r o w e r s p i r i t t h a n t h e s t a t e s m e n o f t h e day; i n t h e c o u r s e 

o f t h e f o l l o w i n g c e n t u r y , i t was t h i s s p i r i t w h i c h d o m i n a t e d 

n a t i o n a l p o l i c y " (Woodward 1902:133). 

Economics, however, were n o t t h e o n l y i n t e r e s t 

o f t h e B r i t i s h c o l o n i z e r s i n t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

There was always t h e d i s t r u s t o f S pain and c o n c e r n f o r E n g l i s h 

s a f e t y on t h e seas. S e t t l e m e n t was v i e w e d as a c o u n t e r ­

p o i s e t o S p a i n and a r e d u c t i o n o f E n g l i s h dependence on 

t h e C o n t i n e n t fox- t r a d e goods. Oddly j u x t a p o s e d w i t h t h e 
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r e m o v a l o f England's l e a s t d e s i r a b l e persons t o t h e c o l o ­
n i e s was t h e s e n d i n g o f r e l i g i o u s p e r s o n n e l i n t o t h e New 
W o r l d , n o t t o a i d Englishmen b u t t o e l i m i n a t e h e a t h e n i s m , 
p r e f e r a b l y b e f o r e i t was done by Spanish p r i e s t s . The 
f e a r o f S p a i n as a p o l i t i c a l , economic and r e l i g i o u s con­
t e n d e r was n e v e r a l l o w e d t o f a d e . Out o f m o t i v e s o f n a t i o n a l 
i n t e r e s t and p e r s o n a l g a i n , t h e r e a l e x p a n s i o n o f t h e 
E n g l i s h c o l o n i e s began. 



I I I . THE DOMINANT CULTURE 

The f i r s t c o l o n i z a t i o n o f Jamaica was a meager 

S p a n i s h e f f o r t begun i n 1509 on t h e n o r t h e r n c o a s t o f 

the i s l a n d . S t . Jago de l a Vega, o r Spanis h Town, s t i l l 

an i m p o r t a n t u r b a n c e n t e r near K i n g s t o n , was f o u n d e d 

around 1520. A s e a r c h began f o r g o l d and n a t i v e s , b o t h 

f o r t h e e n r i c h m e n t o f t h e c o l o n i z e r s and f o r S p a i n . 

C o n v e r s i o n o f t h e I n d i a n s t o Sp a n i s h C a t h o l i c i s m p r o -

ceded as p l a n n e d b u t l i t t l e o r no g o l d was f o u n d . E s t a t e s 

were t h e n s e t up and t h e I n d i a n s f o r c e d i n t o a g r i c u l t u r e 

f o r t h e s u p p o r t o f Spanish e x p e d i t i o n s on t h e m a i n l a n d . 

The I n d i a n s s u f f e r e d and d i e d so r a p i d l y , however, t h a t 

on June 5» 1513» t h e Spanish A d m i r a l o f t h e I n d i e s 

a u t h o r i z e d t h e i m p o r t a t i o n o f t h r e e negro s l a v e s t o 

Jamaica, p r o v i d i n g t h e y were C h r i s t i a n s ( W r i g h t 1 9 2 1 ) . 

I n d i a n s f r o m t h e m a i n l a n d were a l s o sought t o r e p l e n i s h 

t h e l a b o r s u p p l y as were o c c a s i o n a l n e g r o e s . A l t h o u g h 

Jamaica was nev e r p o p u l a r as a p l a c e o f s e t t l e m e n t , t h e 

Spa n i s h r e g a r d e d i t as a v a l u a b l e s u p p l y base f o r t h e i r 

C a r i b b e a n a c t i v i t i e s . The f o r e s t s were e x p l o i t e d f o r 

s h i p b u i l d i n g and l i v e s t o c k r a i s e d f o r e x p o r t and s a l e 

t o s h i p ' s crews. I n t r u s i o n by t h e E n g l i s h began i n 1597 

18 
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w i t h t h e p l u n d e r i n g o f Spanish Town and i n 1635 w i t h t h e 
o c c u p a t i o n o f P o r t R o y a l . 

By t h e m i d d l e o f t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e 

S p a n i s h had e x t e r m i n a t e d t h e I n d i a n s who had o r i g i n a l l y 

i n h a b i t e d t h e i s l a n d , l a r g e l y t h r o u g h t h e f o r c e d l a b o r 

on t h e e s t a t e s and i n t h e u n p r o d u c t i v e m i n i n g schemes, 

and t h r o u g h t h e s p r e a d o f European d i s e a s e s . Enough 

A f r i c a n s l a v e s had been i m p o r t e d as an a l t e r n a t e l a b o r 

s u p p l y t h a t when t h e E n g l i s h t a k e - o v e r began i n 1655, 

t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f Jamaica was e s t i m a t e d a t 1500 n e g ro 

s l a v e s and 1500 p o o r l y defended S p a n i a r d s (Lucas I 8 9 O ) . 

A b a d l y t r a i n e d , i n s u f f i c i e n t l y armed, and un­

c o o r d i n a t e d E n g l i s h f o r c e s e t o u t t o t a k e H i s p a n i o l a as 

th e i n i t i a l s t e p i n Cromwell's "Western D e s i g n " t o p r e s s u r e 

t h e S p a n i s h i n t h e Caribbean and t o a s s e r t E n g l i s h s h i p ­

p i n g r i g h t s . Repulsed a t t h a t w e l l f o r t i f i e d i s l c i n d and 

n o t w i l l i n g t o r e t u r n home w i t h n o t h i n g t o show, t h e 

E n g l i s h f o r c e t u r n e d t o Jamaica and b l u n d e r e d i t s way t o 

f i n a l v i c t o r y i n 1660. I n t h e f i g h t i n g , t h e A f r i c a n s , 

who s t o o d w i t h t h e Spanish, were d e s c r i b e d by one o f t h e 

E n g l i s h commanders as " b o l d and b l o o d y : a p e o p l e t h a t 

know n o t what t h e laws and customs o f c i v i l n a t i o n s mean" 

and an enemy w i t h whom he c o u l d n e i t h e r " c a p i t u l a t e o r 

d i s c o u r s e " ( W r i g h t 1930:120). I n l 6 & 0 , however, l a r g e 

numbers o f negroes d e f e c t e d t o t h e E n g l i s h and a s e t t l e ­

ment between England and S p a i n was made. S p a i n l o s t an 
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u n d e v e l o p e d b u t s t r a t e g i c i s l a n d i n i t s New W o r l d 

e m p i r e , and Eng l a n d g a i n e d what was t o become one o f 

i t s most p r o s p e r o u s and n o t o r i o u s c o l o n i a l p o s s e s s i o n s . 

The B r i t i s h o b j e c t i v e i n Jamaica was " t o p a c i f y 

t h e c o u n t r y and t o b r i n g i t s n a t i v e s i n t o r e c o g n i t i o n 

o f t h e E n g l i s h S t a t e and Church" ( W r i g h t 1930:121). 

T h i s o b j e c t i v e was t o be a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h a t t r a c t i n g 

i m m i g r a n t s f r o m o t h e r E n g l i s h s e t t l e m e n t s f o r t h e ex­

p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e i s l a n d ' s r e s o u r c e s , m i n e r a l and human. 

The negroes r e f u s e d , however, t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r o l d 

s t a t u s as s u b j u g a t e d l a b o r e r s on t h e e s t a t e s and many 

went i n t o h i d i n g i n t h e m o u n t a i n areas o f t h e i s l a n d ' s 

i n t e r i o r . The E n g l i s h m i l i t a r y f o r c e l e f t i n Jamaica 

was po o r s e t t l e m e n t m a t e r i a l and, l a c k i n g s u f f i c i e n t 

l a b o r , n ever d i d succeed i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a v i g o r o u s ag­

r i c u l t u r e c o l o n y . P i r a c y and b u c c a n e e r i n g d i s r u p t e d r e g u ­

l a r commerce w i t h t h e home c o u n t r y and w i t h o t h e r s e t t l e ­

ments. I t a l s o a t t r a c t e d many f r o m t h e E n g l i s h c o n q u e r i n g 

f o r c e who t h e n s t a t i o n e d t h e m s e l v e s on t h e n o r t h e r n and 

w e s t e r n shores o f t h e i s l a n d . So " d e s p i t e government 

propaganda, d e s p i t e low t a x a t i o n and t h e p r o m i s e o f 

v i r g i n l a n d , t h e r e was no such wave o f m i g r a t i o n t o w a r d 

Jamaica as t h e r e had been to w a r d s Barbados and t h e Leewards 

i n t h e ' t h i r t i e s ' " ( P a r r y and S h e r l o c k 1 9 5 7 : 6 l ) . 

P r i o r t o a c t i v e c o l o n i z a t i o n i n t h e West I n d i e s , 

w i t h d e s c r i p t i o n s and s t o r i e s o f t h e New W o r l d w i d e l y 
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c i r c u l a t e d i n E n g l a n d , " p l a n t i n g " a c o l o n y meant s o c i a l 
r e f o r m a t home t h r o u g h t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f u n d e s i r a b l e 
p e r s o n s . Gold and s i l v e r m i n i n g , t h e s a l e o f m a n u f a c t u r e d 
goods t o t h e a b o r i g i n e s , and t h e d i s c o v e r y o f a w e s t w a r d 
r o u t e t o A s i a were h o n o r a b l e r e a s o n s f o r r e m o v i n g a p a r t 
o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n t o remote areas o f t h e w o r l d . But none 
o f t h e s e m e r c a n t i l i s t e x p e c t a t i o n s were met, as i n c r e a s i n g 
e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e c o l o n i e s d e m o n s t r a t e d , and s o c i a l r e f o r m 
t h r o u g h e m i g r a t i o n c o u l d h a r d l y be e x p e c t e d t o come a b o u t . 
Gold and s i l v e r were n o t a v a i l a b l e i n s i g n i f i c a n t quan­
t i t i e s n o r was t h e r e l a b o r t o use t r i e v e i t . The number 
o f American I n d i a n s was s e r i o u s l y e x a g g e r a t e d , .aside f r o m 
t h e n a i v e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e y were a r e a d y made ma r k e t 
f o r E n g l i s h businessmen. And, o f c o u r s e , no s h o r t c u t 
t o A s i a was f o u n d . 

Most e a r l y E n g l i s h o u t p o s t s were i n t e n d e d as 

t r a d i n g and s u p p l y s t a t i o n s f o r E n g l i s h s h i p s , b u t t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f r a i s i n g e x o t i c c r o p s w i t h good p r o f i t 

was a l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y r e c o g n i z e d . Some o f t h e e a r l i e s t 

p l a n t e r s were men who sought t h e i r w e a l t h i n as s h o r t a 

ti m e as p o s s i b l e , e n a b l i n g them t o r e t u r n t o E n g l a n d . 

But f e w succeeded, and s m a l l p l a n t e r s i n t e n t on s t a y i n g 

i n t h e Caribbean began t o occupy some o f t h e i s l a n d s . 

By I63O, " t h e r e g u l a r p l a n t i n g o f t r o p i c a l produce was 

now r e c o g n i z e d as t h e prime i n c e n t i v e o f t h e f u t u r e " 

( W i l l i a m s o n 1926:10). A l t h o u g h n e g r o s l a v e s made t h e i r 
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appearance e a r l y i n t h e E n g l i s h c o l o n i e s , l 6 l 9 i n V i r ­

g i n i a , t h e l a b o r f o r r u n n i n g t h e f i r s t s m a l l p l a n t a t i o n s 

was i n d e n t u r e d and w h i t e . 

The f i r s t n o n - H i s p a n i c European s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h e 
A n t i l l e s v/ere n o t s l a v e p l a n t a t i o n s ; t h e y were com­
m u n i t i e s o f f r e e - b o r n f a r m e r s , o r o f i n d e n t u r e d 
s e r v a n t s who e v e n t u a l l y earned t h e i r f r e e d o m and 
became yeomen. The c o n v e r s i o n o f such c o m m u n i t i e s 
i n t o g r e a t s l a v e p l a n t a t i o n s was a c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h 
r e m a r k a b l e r a p i d i t y , once t h e s l a v e t r a d e expanded, 
t h e European markets f o r p l a n t a t i o n s t a p l e s was 
s e c u r e d , and t h e c a p i t a l t o e s t a b l i s h p l a n t a t i o n 
e n t e r p r i s e s was f o r t h c o m i n g ( M i n t z 1 9 6 4 : x v i ) . 

C o l o n i z a t i o n began on S t . C h r i s t o p h e r i n 1624 and by 1629 

Barbados had a p l a n t e r p o p u l a t i o n o f 1600. I n t e n s e r i v a l ­

r i e s o f t e n e x i s t e d between t h e i s l a n d c o l o n i e s and i s o ­

l a t e d i n c i d e n t s o f v i o l e n c e were common. 

These e a r l i e s t p l a n t e r s , o p e r a t i n g on a modest 

s c a l e , f e l t t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e home government p r i m a r i l y 

t h r o u g h t r a d e and d u t y r e g u l a t i o n . Tobacco was a m a j o r 

c r o p and t r a d e r e s t r i c t i o n s encouraged i t s c u l t i v a t i o n . 

When t h e market became g l u t t e d , however, t h e home g o v e r n ­

ment i n e f f e c t u a l l y t r i e d t o g e t p l a n t e r s t o d i v e r s i f y 

t h e i r c r o p s , m a i n l y i n V i r g i n i a and Barbados. Ruinous 

t o b a c c o p r i c e s f i n a l l y f o r c e d t h e s e a r c h f o r s u b s t i -

t u t e s and sugar was i n t r o d u c e d i n Barbados f r o m B r a z i l 

e a r l y i n t h e 1 6 4 0 ^ (Guerra y Sanchez 1 9 6 4 : 1 2 ) . U n l i k e 

t o b a c c o , t h e p r o f i t a b l e p r o d u c t i o n o f su g a r r e q u i r e d 

l a r g e l a n d h o l d i n g s , gangs o f l a b o r e r s , d r a f t a n i m a l s , 

e x p e n s i v e m a c h i n e r y and l a r g e c a p i t a l b a c k i n g . London 

and e s p e c i a l l y D utch merchants who were s e n s i t i v e t o 
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t h e s e demands p r o v i d e d t h o s e t h i n g s w h i c h made l a r g e 

s c a l e sugar p r o d u c t i o n p o s s i b l e . 

L i f e i n t h e t r o p i c s f o r t h e s m a l l E n g l i s h p l a n t e r 

was h a r d . I n d e n t u r e d l a b o r was n e c e s s a r y and t h e p r o f i t s 

were n o t g r e a t . Low p r i c e s i n t h e t o b a c c o market made 

t h e s i t u a t i o n worse. Sugar p r o d u c t i o n t h r o u g h l a r g e 
2 

s c a l e e n t e r p r i s e s f i n a l l y f o r c e d t h e s m a l l p l a n t e r s o u t . 

Large e s t a t e s r e p l a c e d t h e many s m a l l f a r m s o f t h e o r i g i ­

n a l p l a n t e r s ; e n s l a v e d negro l a b o r , t h a t o f i n d e n t u r e d 

w h i t e s . W i t h t h e f r e e l a n d gone and t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f 

s m a l l s c a l e f a r m i n g n e a r l y c o m p l e t e , "a p i t i f u l e m i g r a t i o n 

o f d i s p o s s e s s e d s m a l l - h o l d e r s l e f t Barbados" f o r E n g l a n d , 

N o r t h America, Surinam and Jamaica. 

An a c c u r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n 

t h e C a r i b b e a n a t t h i s t i m e w o u l d n e c e s s a r i l y be based 

on l i t t l e e v i d e n c e . 
There i s no s y s t e m a t i c r e c o r d o f t h e number o f 
n e g r o s l a v e s i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e C a r i b e e s a t t h i s 
e a r l y p e r i o d . At Barbados, i t i s t h o u g h t t o have 
been i n c o n s i d e r a b l e b e f o r e 1640, t h e p l a n t e r s 
r e l y i n g p r i n c i p a l l y on w h i t e l a b o r . At S t . C h r i s ­
t o p h e r , on t h e o t h e r hand, t h e negroes were a l r e a d y 
an i m p o r t a n t element i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e F r e n c h 
q u a r t e r . . . . Where s t a t i s t i c s are l a c k i n g i t i s 
u n s a f e t o dogmatize t m t t h e r e i s perhaps a connec­
t i o n between t h e employment o f negroes by t h e 
F r e n c h and t h e i r own s h o r t a g e o f w h i t e i m m i g r a n t s ; 
t h e E n g l i s h , h a v i n g p l e n t y o f i m m i g r a n t s [ f o u n d ] 
i t u n necessary t o r e c r u i t b l a c k l a b o r ( W i l l i a m s o n 
1926:149). 

One i n t e r e s t i n g d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e e a r l y C a r i b b e a n i s 

f o u n d i n a j o u r n a l d a t i n g f r o m 1655. The a u t h o r , who 

had seen Barbados a t a t i m e o f r a p i d change, w r o t e : 



2k 

" T h i s I l l a n d i s t h e D u n g h i l l wharone En g l a n d d o t h c a s t 

f o r t h i t s r u b i d g : Rodgs and h o r s and such l i k e p e o p e l 

are t h o s e w h i c h a r e g e n e r a l l y B r o g h t h e a r e " ( P i t m a n 1917: 

6 ) . That these s e n t i m e n t s f a i t h f u l l y r e p o r t c o n d i t i o n s 

i n Barbados seems l i k e l y c o n s i d e r i n g t h e n c u r r e n t p r o p o s a l s 

i n E n g l a n d c o n c e r n i n g t h e r e l i e f o f o v e r p o p u l a t i o n . That 

t h e d e s c r i p t i o n a p p l i e s t o Jamaica as w e l l i s s u g g e s t e d 

by t h e f a c t t h a t Jamaica had an uns a v o r y r e p u t a t i o n among 

t h e c o l o n i s t s because t h e buccaneers h e a d q u a r t e r e d t h e r e , 

t h e S p a n i s h had n e v e r d e v e l o p e d i t , t he e a r l i e s t c o l o ­

n i z i n g e f f o r t by t h e E n g l i s h was a f a i l u r e , many runaway 

negroes l i v e d i n t h e m o u n t a i n s , and the c l i m a t e was 

b e l i e v e d u n h e a l t h y s i n c e so many o f Cromwell's m i l i t a r y 

f o r c e had d i e d o f y e l l o w f e v e r , d y s e n t e r y , and o t h e r 

d i s e a s e s . 

T h i s p r e v e n t e d c o l o n i s t s o f good q u a l i t y b e i n g 
r e c r u i t e d i n Barbados o r S t . C h r i s t o p h e r , t h e 
most e v i d e n t a l l y s u i t a b l e p l a c e s f r o m w h i c h t o ob­
t a i n i m m i g r a n t s . Only a few thousand s e t t l e r s who 
were t h e o f f s c o u r i n g s o f t h e c o l o n i e s c o u l d be 
pers u a d e d t o m i g r a t e , and t h e y were so u n s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y t h a t t h e y added g r e a t l y t o t h e d i s o r d e r 
and d i s t r e s s i n t h e new s e t t l e m e n t s (Newton 1933: 
220) . 

I t has a l s o been c l a i m e d by some w r i t e r s t h a t r e p r i e v e d 

p r i s o n e r s and v a g r a n t s "were s h i p p e d over by c o n t r a c t o r s 

among t h e London m e r c h a n t s , who were g r a n t e d l a r g e areas 

o f l a n d i n r e t u r n " (Newton 1933:220). Such i s e n t i r e l y 

p o s s i b l e b u t t h e d r a m a t i c n a t u r e o f t h i s k i n d o f i n f o r m a t i o n 
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i s a l s o s u b j e c t t o e x a g g e r a t i o n . Many f o r c e d -

s e t t l e m e n t p r o p o s a l s were made, w i t h t h e most d i v e r s e 

m o t i v e s and aims, b u t few were a c t u a l l y c a r r i e d o u t . 

I t seems f a i r t o say t h a t w h a t e v e r t h e c r i m i n a l element 

i n t h e s e t t l e m e n t p o p u l a t i o n , t o b u i l d a d e s c r i p t i o n 

o f t h e B r i t i s h p r o f i l e i n t h e Caribbean a r o u n d them 

w o u l d be t o o v e r s t a t e t h e i r i m p o r t a n c e as a c l a s s . 

Success i n t h e c o l o n i e s depended on a knowledge 

o f a g r i c u l t u r e t e c h n i q u e s s u i t a b l e t o t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , 

a m a r k e t i n t h e home c o u n t r y f o r t h e p l a n t e r ' s p r o d u c t s , 

l a n d a v a i l a b l e f o r e x p l o i t a t i o n , e m i g r a n t s w i l l i n g t o 

endure c o l o n i a l l i f e , a n d f i n a n c i e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n 

f o r e i g n i n v e s t m e n t . "Land, c a p i t a l , and l a b o u r , t h e s e 

were t h e t h r e e elements . . . n e c e s s a r y f o r s u c c e s s f u l 

c o l o n i z a t i o n " ( W i l l i a m s o n 1926:215). I n Jamaica a l l 

these r e q u i r e m e n t s were met. S y s t e m a t i c s e t t l e m e n t 

began t h e r e i n 1664, t h e Dutch s u p p l y i n g t h e E n g l i s h 

much o f t h e ma c h i n e r y , c a p i t a l , and negro l a b o r . 

E m i g r a n t s f r o m Barbados f o r m e d a s u b s t a n t i a l p r o ­
p o r t i o n o f the s e t t l e r s , s u gar was t h e main c r o p , 
and e s t a t e s were l a r g e a l m o s t f r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g , 
some over 5000 ac r e s and v e r y few under 150. I n 
1673 t h e p o p u l a t i o n was 7,700 w h i t e and 9,500 b l a c k . 
The w h i t e p o p u l a t i o n r e m a i n e d almost c o n s t a n t f o r 
f i f t y y e a r s , b u t t h e number o f negro s l a v e s i n t h e 
same p e r i o d r o s e t o 7^,000 ( P a r r y and S h e r l o c k 
1957 :69) . 

The o r g a n i z a t i o n and e f f e c t i v e o p e r a t i o n o f t h e 

sugar p l a n t a t i o n s soon made Jamaica a m a j o r c e n t e r o f 

commerce i n t h e Caribbean. Through Jamaica, m a n u f a c t x i r e d 
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goods and s l a v e s were s o l d t o t h e Spanish, whose payment 

i n g o l d and s i l v e r e n r i c h e d E n g l a n d . The A s s i e n t o , 

" t h a t d e v i c e by w h i c h t h e S p a n i s h c o l o n i e s were s t o c k e d 

w i t h negro s l a v e s " ( N e t t e l s 193151)) b r o u g h t Jamaica t h e 

m a j o r share o f Spanish s l a v e s a l e s . The p l a n t e r s , however, 

were n o t happy w i t h t h e p r o s p e r i t y o f t h e s l a v e d e a l e r s 

a t t h e docks and c o m p l a i n e d t h a t t h e S p a n i s h market had 

r a i s e d t h e p r i c e o f s l a v e s , t h a t t h e b e t t e r s l a v e s were 

s o l d t o Spanish r a t h e r t h a n E n g l i s h p l a n t e r s , and t h a t 

E n g l i s h s h i p s p r o t e c t i n g t h e s l a v e convoys were i g n o r i n g 

t h e p i r a t e s . The Royal A f r i c a n Company w h i c h s u p p l i e d t h e 

s l a v e s d i d p r e f e r d e a l i n g w i t h t h e Spanish and n o t u n t i l 

t h e company's monopoly was a b o l i s h e d i n 1697 and l e g a l 

r e c o g n i t i o n g i v e n t h e i n t e r l o p e r s ( N e t t l e s 1931:11) d i d 

t h e Jamaican p l a n t e r s f e e l t h a t t h e y were g e t t i n g t h e 

l a b o r s u p p l y t h e y needed. 

At t h i s p o i n t we see, f i r s t , t h e emergence o f t h e 

more o b v i o u s elements o f t h e B r i t i s h p r o f i l e i n t h e C a r i b ­

bean, p a r t i c u l a r l y Jamaica, and, second, t h e p r o b l e m o f 

u s i n g t h e d a t a w i t h i n t h e o r t h o d o x n a r r a t i v e - h i s t o r y 

f r a m e w o r k . One s t u d e n t o f t h e a r e a has c l a i m e d t h a t " t h e 

West I n d i a n p l a n t e r s . . . r e p r e s e n t e d t h e c a p i t a l i s t 

c l a s s , were o f t e n c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e l a n d e d g e n t r y , were 

A n g l i c a n s , and championed t h e s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l con­

c e p t i o n s h e l d by t h e r u r a l a r i s t o c r a c y o f E n g l a n d " ( P i t m a n 

1 9 1 7 : 1 ) . To t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h i s s t a t e m e n t i n d i c a t e s 



27 

t h e g e n e r a l background o f t h e p l a n t e r c l a s s , i t i s p r o b a b l 
c o r r e c t . However, i t d e a l s w i t h o n l y a segment o f t h e 
European p o p u l a t i o n i n Jamaica ( a d m i t t e d l y a p o w e r f u l 
one) and, more i m p o r t a n t l y , f a i l s t o c o n s i d e r t h e d i f f e r ­
e n t i a l i m p o r t a n c e o f each one o f these p l a n t e r c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s . Nor i s t h e mechanism whereby t h e s e e l e m e n t s 
impose themselves upon t h e d e v e l o p i n g c u l t u r e examined. 
I t i s a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r i a n s as w e l l 
as t r a d i t i o n a l a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s l o s e t h e i r g r i p on some 
o f t h e most i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t s o f t h e c u l t u r e - c h a n g e p r o c e s 
The h i s t o r i a n s are l i t t l e i n t e r e s t e d i n European c u l t u r e 
i n a c o l o n i a l s e t t i n g e x c e p t as i t i n t e r a c t s p o l i t i c a l l y , 
e c o n o m i c a l l y and m i l i t a r i l y w i t h t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e 
European c o n t i n e n t . The a n t h r o p o l o g i s t i s t o o c o n c e r n e d 
w i t h t h e r e c e p t i v i t y o f non-European p e o p l e s t o European 
c u l t u r e t o c o n s i d e r t h e s o c i a l changes e x p e r i e n c e d by t h e 
Europeans. The A n g l i c a n b ackground o f t h e p l a n t e r c l a s s 
means p r e c i s e l y n o t h i n g i n t h e a c c u l t u r a t i o n s i t u a t i o n 
u n t i l we u n d e r s t a n d how t h a t background m o d i f i e s t h e 
c o n t a c t s i t u a t i o n . Nor do r e f e r e n c e s t o a c a p i t a l i s t i c 
economic o r i e n t a t i o n " e x p l a i n " t h e p l a n t a t i o n s y s t e m 
u n t i l we see how t h a t b a c k g r o u n d i s used t o e x p l o i t a new 
p h y s i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t under l a b o r c o n d i t i o n s d r a s t i c a l l y 
d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h o s e i n En g l a n d . To s t a t e t h e e l e m e n t s 
i n t h e p r o f i l e as a k i n d o f t r a i t l i s t i s n e v e r enough. 
The a c c u l t u r a t i o n s i t u a t i o n i s a dynamic one and t h e 
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e l e m e n t s i n i t become p r o c e s s e s . When t h e y a r e t r e a t e d 

as p r o c e s s e s , we w i l l b e g i n t o see what s o c i a l and h i s ­

t o r i c a l change i s a l l a b o u t . The c o n d i t i o n s under w h i c h 

s l a v e r y and t h e p l a n t a t i o n s d e v e l o p e d , and t h e p r o b l e m s , 

some u n r e c o g n i z e d by t h e p l a n t e r s , i n t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n 

system r e v e a l how t h e B r i t i s h p r o f i l e was d e v e l o p i n g i n 

Jamai ca. 

The s l a v e t r a d e was p a r t o f a s h i p p i n g t r i a n g l e ; 

th e s u c c e s s f u l c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e t r i a n g l e was n e c e s s a r y 

f o r t h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f any c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o f i t . S hips 

l e f t E n gland f o r West A f r i c a c a r r y i n g m a n u f a c t u r e d goods 

t o be s o l d t h e r e . Slaves were bought a t t h e t r a d i n g 

company's " f a c t o r i e s " or s t a t i o n s on t h e West A f r i c a n 

c o a s t and put on s h i p s f o r t h e infamous " m i d d l e passage" 

t o t h e C a r i b b e a n . I n t h e C a r i b b e a n , t h e s l a v e s were s o l d 

and s u g a r l o a d e d aboard f o r s a l e i n England. The com­

p l e t i o n o f t h i s t r i a n g l e c o u l d t a k e f r o m s i x months t o 

a y e a r o r more, depending on t h e s u p p l y o f s l a v e s a v a i l ­

a b l e , t h e demand f o r them i n t h e C a r i b b e a n , c o m p e t i t i o n 

f r o m o t h e r European powers, t r a d e wars, h e a l t h c o n d i t i o n s 

on s h i p b o a r d , t h e w e a t h e r , and any number o f u n e x p e c t e d 

c o n t i n g e n c i e s . The t r e a t m e n t o f t h e s l a v e s d u r i n g t h e 

m i d d l e passage, g r i m i n i t s d e t a i l s , g r a d u a l l y i m p r o v e d 

s i n c e i t was more p r o f i t a b l e t o s u p p l y h e a l t h y merchan­

d i s e . The s l a v e s h i p s were w e l l armed and c a r r i e d l a r g e 

crews. I f t r e a t m e n t o f A f r i c a n s was b r u t a l , as i t o f t e n 
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•was, i t was because "employment i n s l a v e r s was n o t 
o n l y e x a c t i n g , i t was o b v i o u s l y u n p l e a s a n t , and o f t e n 
dangerous and n e r v e - r a c k i n g . A p a r t f r o m t h e e v e r -
p r e s e n t danger o f i n s u r r e c t i o n , s h i p s l a y o f f - s h o r e 
f o r weeks on end i n h o t and u n h e a l t h y e s t u a r i e s . An 
o u t b r e a k o f i n f e c t u o u s d i s e a s e , i n t h e packed c o n d i t i o n s 
o f t h e m i d d l e passage, c o u l d c a r r y o f f t h e g r e a t e r p a r t 
o f company and c a r g o " ( P a r r y and S h e r l o c k 1957:107). 
D i s c i p l i n e among t h e crews was r i g i d ; t h e o f f i c e r s were 
t r a i n e d t o keep a w e l l - o r d e r e d s h i p . The s l a v e s , packed 
l i k e l o g s o f wood on s p e c i a l l y b u i l t decks, r e q u i r e d a t 
l e a s t m i n i m a l care t o be k e p t a l i v e d u r i n g t h e passage. 
The m o r t a l i t y r a t e among them was h i g h , o f t e n so h i g h t h a t 
t h e t r i p was a f i n a n c i a l f a i l u r e . S u i c i d e , murder, 
s u f f o c a t i o n and d i s e a s e k i l l e d so many t h a t a P r i v y 
C o u n c i l committee i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s " f o u n d 
t h e average d e a t h - r a t e on t h e M i d d l e Passage f o r t h e 
y e a r s 1680 t o 1688 t o be 231/6 p e r c e n t " and by 1734 t o 
be down t o 10 per cent ( D a v i e s 1957:292). F u r t h e r , 
" i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t h e d e a t h r a t e among t h e crews 
was u s u a l l y about t h e same as t h a t among t h e s l a v e s 
t h e m s e l v e s " ( P a r r y and S h e r l o c k 1957:107). Seamen seem 
n o t t o have been p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l p a i d on t h e s l a v e r s 
and u s u a l l y p r e f e r r e d f i s h i n g v e s s e l s o r t h o s e n o t t r a d i n g 
i n s l a v e s . Nor were i n d i v i d u a l s i n the s l a v e t r a d e s u b j e c t 
t o any p a r t i c u l a r s t i g m a i n E n g l a n d , c o n t r a r y t o t h e 
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arguments o f t h e a b o l i t i o n i s t s and t h e i r p o r t r a y a l o f 
s l a v e r s as demonic i n d i v i d u a l s . T h i s t y p e o f t r a d e was 
d i f f i c u l t and e x a c t i n g and " t h e o u t r a g e t o m o r a l i t y 
w h i c h t h e M i d d l e Passage must always be s h o u l d n o t ob­
s c u r e t h e f a c t t h a t i t was a l s o an o u t r a g e t o sound 
economics" (Davies 1957:294). 

Between 1673 and 1711 as many as 90,000 A f r i c a n 

s l a v e s were b r o u g h t i n t o t h e E n g l i s h C a r i b b e a n o f w h i c h 

n e a r l y 35,000 went t o Jamaica (Da v i e s 1957:363). The 

s o u r c e o f t h e s e s l a v e s was l a r g e l y t h e K r a m a n t i o r 

"Coromantyn," t h e I b o o f t h e N i g e r d e l t a , and " t h e Mandigo, 

f r o m t h e r e g i o n between t h e N i g e r and t h e Gambia, [who] 

a l s o were b r o u g h t t o Jamaica i n f a i r l y l a r g e numbers" 

( C u r t i n 1955:24). P r i o r t o t h i s p e r i o d , s l a v e i m p o r t a ­

t i o n had n o t been a m a j o r s h i p p i n g c o n c e r n , b u t t h e demand 

f o r l a b o r i n Jamaica by t h e s u g a r p l a n t a t i o n s b r o u g h t as 

many as 610,000 A f r i c a n s t o B r i t i s h p o r t s between 1700 

and 1786 (Maclnnes 1934) . Not a l l o f t h e s e s t a y e d i n 

B r i t i s h c o l o n i e s b u t were s o l d t o t h e S p a n i s h . P i tman 

(1917:391-2) l i s t s t h e number o f s l a v e s h i p s , s l a v e s 

i m p o r t e d , and s l a v e s e x p o r t e d f r o m Jamaica f o r t h e 73 

year p e r i o d 1702 t o 1775. For 14 o f t h o s e y e a r s t h e number 

o f s l a v e s i m p o r t e d exceeded 10,000 per y e a r and f o r one 

y e a r , 1774, was 18,448. The number of s l a v e s e x p o r t e d 

f r o m Jamaica n e v e r exceeded 5 i 0 0 0 per y e a r e x c e p t f o r 

th e y e a r s 1730 t o 1733. B a l a n c i n g s l a v e i m p o r t s and 



e x p o r t s f o r t h i s 73 y e a r span, vre f i n d o v e r 360,000 

negroes l e f t i n Jamaica. Broom ( 1 9 5 4 : 1 1 6 ) , however, 

i n d i c a t e s a t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n f o r Jamaica i n 1775 a t o n l y 

209,000. I f t h e s e f i g u r e s a re even a p p r o x i m a t e l y a c c u r a t 

t h e y become d r a m a t i c e v i d e n c e o f t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e s l a v e 

p o p u l a t i o n t o r e p r o d u c e i t s e l f . T h i s w o u l d s u p p o r t one 

o f t l i e c o n t e n t i o n s o f t h i s paper t h a t Jamaican s l a v e -

based sugar p r o d u c t i o n was n e i t h e r e c o n o m i c a l n o r s e l f -

s u s t a i n i n g , as many p l a n t e r s came t o see l a t e i n t h e 

e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e i r p r o t e s t a t i o n s t o t h e c o n t r a r y . 

I t has been argued t h a t s l a v e r y was n o t a r a c i a l 

b u t an economic phenomenon. The use o f p e o p l e i n f o r c e d 

l a b o r — W e s t I n d i a n a b o r i g i n e s , poor i n d e n t u r e d w h i t e s , 

A f r i c a n n e g r o e s — d e p e n d e d on t h e i r economic a v a i l a b i l i t y 

r a t h e r t h a n r a c i a l f a c t o r s ( W i l l i a m s 1 9 ^ 4 ) . T h i s i s t r u e 

e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e e a r l y p e r i o d o f s l a v e r y b e f o r e t h e 

A f r o - E u r o - J a m a i c a n c u l t u r e had r e a l l y " c r y s t a l l i z e d . " 

But economic d e t e r m i n i s m w i l l n o t e x p l a i n t h e r a t i o n a l ­

i z a t i o n s o f t h e p l a n t e r s f o r s l a v e l a b o r f o l l o w i n g t h e 

economic r u i n o f t h e p l a n t a t i o n s . C o m p l a i n t s were h e a r d 

e a r l y t h a t t h e " E n g l i s h r a c e " was u n s u i t e d t o t r o p i c a l 

a g r i c u l t u r e , and t h a t t h e p e o p l e s n a t i v e t o such a 

c l i m a t e must be sought t o make i t s u c c e s s f u l . A l t h o u g h 

i t was n o t u n t i l a r e l a t i v e l y c o h e r e n t and w i d e s p r e a d 

r a c i a l i d e o l o g y d e v e l o p e d ( t h e myth o f t h e " w h i t e man's 

b u r d e n " ) t h a t t h e r o l e o f i d e a s was o b v i o u s l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
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i d e o l o g i c a l as w e l l as economic d e t e r m i n a n t s o f b e h a v i o r 

were i m p o r t a n t . I n t h e e a r l y s t a g e s o f c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n , 

however, s l a v e economics r a t h e r t h a n r a c i a l d o c t r i n e s 

were t h e f o c u s o f t h e d e v e l o p i n g c o l o n y . 

E c o n o m i c a l l y , t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f two f a c t o r s , 

" p l a n t e r s and m e r c h a n t s , c o u p l e d w i t h c o l o n i a l a g e n t s i n 

E n g l a n d , c o n s t i t u t e d t h e p o w e r f u l West I n d i a i n t e r e s t 

o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y " ( W i l l i a m s 1944:92). I n a 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e p l a n t a t i o n s e t - u p , we see t h e B r i t i s h 

p r o f i l e t a k i n g shape: 

The c h a r a c t e r and h a b i t s o f t h e European community, 
no l e s s t h a n t h o s e o f t h e n e g r o e s , were m o d i f i e d and 
shaped by t h e g r o w t h o f p l a n t a t i o n s l a v e r y . The 
p l a n t e r s , o r a t l e a s t t h e more s u c c e s s f u l among them, 
soon came t o form a s m a l l c l o s e - g r a i n e d o l i g a r c h y i n 
t h e i s l a n d s . L i v i n g as t h e y d i d , s u r r o u n d e d by men o f 
a n o t h e r c o l o u r , c o n c e n t r a t e d on g e t t i n g r i c h q u i c k 
i n s t r a n g e s u r r o u n d i n g s and i n a t r y i n g c l i m a t e , 
t h e y n a t u r a l l y appear a c q u i s i t i v e , q u a r r e l s o m e , o f t e n 
r u t h l e s s ; h u t t h e y must have been men o f e n t e r p r i s e 
and courage. They, t o g e t h e r w i t h a h a n d f u l o f l a w y e r s , 
d o c t o r s and merchants, r a n t h e p o l i t i c s o f t h e i s l a n d s . 
Below them i n t h e s o c i a l and economic s c a l e were 
t h e var-ious grades o f p l a n t a t i o n e m p l o y e e s — o v e r ­
s e e r s , 'bookkeepers' or f oremen, and t h e s k i l l e d 
t radesmen, c a r p e n t e r s , masons, s m i t h s and t h e l i k e , 
who, w i t h t h e h e l p o f s l a v e s , m a i n t a i n e d t h e b u i l d i n g s 
and e s t a t e s . F a r t h e r down t h e s c a l e came t h e c o n s i d e r ­
a b l e b u t d w i n d l i n g body o f poor w h i t e s . The poor 
w h i t e l a b o u r e r s on t h e e s t a t e s i n t h e s e v e n t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y worked a l o n g s i d e t h e s l a v e s , l i v e d i n 
s i m i l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s , and i n t e r b r e d w i t h them 
( P a r r y and S h e r l o c k 1957:72). 

One s i g n i f i c a n t b u t over-emphasized a s p e c t o f t h e 

p l a n t a t i o n system was i t s o p e r a t i o n t h r o u g h absentee 

o w n e r s h i p , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e l a t t e r h a l f o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . The a c t u a l owners o f a p l a n t a t i o n u s u a l l y 



53 

r e s i d e d i n England and l e f t management t o a t t o r n e y s who 
"were t h e r e a l r u l e r s o f i s l a n d s o c i e t y " ( P a r r y and 
S h e r l o c k 1957:155)• These a t t o r n e y s f i l l e d p u b l i c 
o f f i c e s , c o n t r o l l e d t h e movement o f p e o p l e and goods on 
t h e i s l a n d , and b i c k e r e d among t h e m s e l v e s . The absentee 
owner was w i l l i n g t o l e a v e h i s p r o p e r t y i n t h e hands o f 
a manager so l o n g as i t showed a y e a r l y p r o f i t . The 
r a t i o n a l e f o r a b s e n t e e i s m was t h e " u n h e a l t h y " c l i m a t e 
i n Jamaica, a l a c k o f s o p h i s t i c a t e d s o c i e t y and e n t e r ­
t a i n m e n t , t h e b e t t e r e d u c a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e i n 
E n g l a n d , and p r o b a b l y a d i s t a s t e f o r l i v i n g i n t h e m i d d l e 

o f a s l a v e p o p u l a t i o n ( P a r r y and S h e r l o c k 1957:154). I t 

has a l s o been p o i n t e d o u t t h a t " t h e i n i t i a l [ s u g a r p r i c e ] 

r i s e , s h o r t l y b e f o r e 1750, i n a u g e r a t e d a g e n e r a l exodus 

o f members o f t h e p l a n t a t i o n c i r c l e f o r E n g l a n d , where 

t h e i r ample incomes e n a b l e d them t o i n d u l g e f r e e l y i n 

c o n s p i c u o u s c o n s u m p t i o n " (Ragatz 1 9 3 1 : 9 ) . 

There can be no q u e s t i o n t h a t t h e p l a n t a t i o n 

s ystem p r o v i d e d p r o s p e r i t y f o r some men, d e s p i t e t h e 

u n e c o n o m i c a l n a t u r e o f t h e system. The balemce o f t r a d e 

between Jamaica and England was u s u a l l y i n Jamaica's 

f a v o r ( P i t m a n 1917:264), and many p l a n t a t i o n r e l a t e d 

b u s i n e s s e s f l o u r i s h e d i n Jamaica a l l t h r o u g h t h e e i g h t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . The " m a t e r i a l i s m " o f t h e i s l a n d was o f t e n 

commented upon i n t r a v e l e r s ' books. The f a i l u r e o f t h e 

p l a n t a t i o n economy, a f a i l u r e w h i c h s e t i n b e f o r e 
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E m a n c i p a t i o n , even b e f o r e t h e a b o l i t i o n o f t h e s l a v e 
t r a d e , can be seen i n t h e problems o f t h e d a i l y o p e r ­
a t i o n o f the p l c i n t a t i o n s t h e m s e l v e s . 

The c o l l a p s e o f t h e sugar i n d u s t r y i n t h e n i n e ­

t e e n t h c e n t u r y i s u s u a l l y blamed on a b s e n t e e i s m , t h e 

d e v e l o p i n g sugar i n d u s t r y i n Cuba and B r a z i l , t h e a b o l i ­

t i o n o f t h e s l a v e t r a f f i c , t h e l o s s o f t h e p r o t e c t e d home 

sug a r market, m a l p r a c t i c e on t h e e s t a t e s , t h e d r a s t i c 

d r o p i n sugar p r i c e s , f r e e t r a d e , and, u l t i m a t e l y , t h e 

c o m m e r c i a l c r i s i s i n t h e U n i t e d Kingdom i n t h e m i d d l e o f 

t h e c e n t u r y w h i c h f o r c e d t h e c l o s u r e o f most C a r i b b e a n 

banks. But t h e economic f a i l u r e o f t h e sugar e s t a t e s 

p r e c e d e d a l l t h i s . U s i n g Grenada as i n d i c a t i v e o f t h e 

B r i t i s h West I n d i a n economy about 1770, H a l l ( 1 9 6 l : 5 4 o ) 

a rgues t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e p l a n t a t i o n s were l a r g e s c a l e 

c a p i t a l i s t i c e n t e r p r i s e s , " t h e y c o u l d i n d u l g e i n l i t t l e 

r a t i o n a l c a p i t a l a c c o u n t i n g . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e y l a c k e d 

t h e b a s i c p e r m i s s i v e s o f c a l c u l a b i 1 i t y o f success o r 

f a i l u r e i n t h e i r b u s i n e s s . They seldom had any r e a l i s t i c 

i d e a o f how t h e e n t e r p r i s e s t o o d f i n a n c i a l l y , o r what 

i t s p r o s p e c t s were." ( I n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e 

s u r v i v i n g p l a n t a t i o n s were more r a t i o n a l l y o p e r a t e d 

because o f e m a n c i p a t i o n , c u r r e n c y r e f o r m , c o r p o r a t e 

f i n a n c e , new p r o d u c t i o n t e c h n i q u e s , and t h e l a i s s e z -

f a i r e Pax B r i t a n n i c a , elements p r o v i d i n g a b a s i s f o r 

g r e a t e r p r e d i c t a b i l i t y and p l a n n i n g . ) The p r o t e c t e d 
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sugar market r a i s e d p r i c e s t o consumers and, a r g u e d 
some p l a n t e r s , r e s t r i c t e d s a l e s even w i t h i n t h e home 
m a r k e t . S h i p p i n g c o n d i t i o n s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e s l a v e t r a f f i c , 
t h e i n e f f i c i e n c y o f l o c a l government, t h e r i s k s o f war, 
r i o t s and h u r r i c a n e s , v i o l e n t l y f l u c t u a t i n g p r i c e s , 
f e a r o f s l a v e r i s i n g s and r a i d s f r o m runaway s l a v e s 
l i v i n g i n t h e mountains ( t h e Maroons), and t h e f a c t t h a t 
e s t a t e p r o p e r t y c a r r i e d charges on e x p e c t e d b u t u n e a r n e d 
p r o f i t s k e p t r a t i o n a l p l a n n i n g t o a minimum. M i n t z (1959) 
n o t e s t h a t each sugar c o l o n y r u i n e d i t s s o i l and t h a t 
t h e e x h a u s t i o n o f s o i l r e q u i r e d h e a v i e r c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t 
t o g e t a p r o f i t . T h i s was f o l l o w e d by o v e r s p e c u l a t i o n , 
h i g h i n t e r e s t r a t e s , c o m p e t i t i o n f r o m o t h e r sugar p r o d u c e r s , 
b a n k r u p t c y and abandonment o f t h e e s t a t e s . I n 1775> 
Jamaica had 775 p l a n t a t i o n s o f w h i c h t w e n t y - t h r e e p e r 
hund r e d s o l d f o r d e b t , t w e l v e p er hundred were h e l d by 
r e c e i v e r s and seven per hundred were abandoned. "Land, 

l a c k o f c a p i t a l and new economic f o r c e s r u i n e d them. 

. . . E m a n c i p a t i o n i n 1838 d i d l i t t l e more t h a n c o n f i r m 

and r e i n f o r c e t h e r u i n o f t h e p l a n t e r c l a s s " ( M i n t z 1959: 

2 7 5 - 6 ) . I t can be argued t h a t t h e E n g l i s h were n o t 
3 

a t t e m p t i n g t o s e t up a c a p i t a l i s t i c system i n t h e West 

I n d i e s b u t t h i s cannot change t h e f a c t t h a t t h e t y p e o f 

economic o r i e n t a t i o n t h e y d i d seek t o d e v e l o p was a 

f a i l u r e and t h a t t h e p l a n t e r s s u r v i v e d o n l y u n t i l t h e y 
c o u l d no l o n g e r r i d e t h e c r e s t o f u n c e r t a i n t i e s i n 
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p l a n n i n g and m i s t a k e s i n management. When t h e d o c t r i n e s 
o f m e r c a n t i l i s m were r e p l a c e d by f r e e t r a d e , B r i t i s h 

p l a n t e r s were n o t p r e p a r e d t o meet t h e i r c o m p e t i t i o n 

t h r o u g h t h e m o d i f i c a t i o n o f p r o d u c t i o n t e c h n i q u e s because, 

as we s h a l l see, t h e y were n o t w i l l i n g t o a l t e r i h e i r 

p e r c e p t i o n o f a c o l o r - b a s e d o r g a n i z a t i o n o f s o c i e t y . 

Government i n t h e C a r i b b e a n was one o f t h e areas 

i n w h i c h t h e p l a n t e r c l a s s f a i l e d t o a c t e f f e c t i v e l y 

and d e c i s i v e l y t o p r e v e n t t h e i r own economic r u i n . 

The p r e s e r v a t i o n o f o l d v a r i e t y was most e v i d e n t , 
as m i g h t be e x p e c t e d , i n t h e f i e l d o f l o c a l g o v e r n ­
ment . . . . The people who went out f r o m E n g l a n d 
i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s t o s e t t l e and p l a n t . . . t r a n s ­
f e r r e d t o t h e s e l a n d s t h e p a t t e r n o f l o c a l government 
t o w h i c h t h e y were accustomed. . . . I n Jamaica 
and i n t h e Cayman I s l a n d s a l s o t h e p a r i s h v e s t r y 
began t o f u n c t i o n a t an e a r l y d a t e ( P a r r y and 
S h e r l o c k 1957:205). 

The v e s t r y t a x e d f r e e - h o l d e r s t o m a i n t a i n r o a d s , 

t h e p a r s o n , t h e p o o r , and t o p r o v i d e a number o f o t h e r 

s e r v i c e s , none o f them ever p e r f o r m e d v e r y e f f e c t i v e l y . 

The government f o r Jamaica was made up o f t h e e l e c t e d 

Assembly, an a p p o i n t e d C o u n c i l , and a Governor a p p o i n t e d 

i n E n g l a n d , a system w h i c h o p e r a t e d t o o b s t r u c t t h e 

Governor and t o i n s u r e m i n i m a l g o v e r n m e n t a l i n t e r f e r e n c e 

i n t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e p l a n t e r s , " C e r t a i n l y t h e s u g a r 

r e v o l u t i o n d i d n o t h i n g t o weaken t h e a t t a c h m e n t o f t h e 

B r i t i s h West I n d i a n s [ t h e E n g l i s h ] t o t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

i n s t i t u t i o n s and t h e l e g a l g u a r a n t e e s o f p e r s o n a l l i b e r t y 

w h i c h t h e y had b r o u g h t w i t h them f r o m E n g l a n d " ( P a r r y and 
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S h e r l o c k 1957:74). That l i b e r t y was e x p r e s s e d i n t h e 
h o s t i l i t y o f t h e Assembly and t h e f r e e - h o l d e r s t o w a r d 

c e n t r a l i z e d a u t h o r i t y . L e g a l b a t t l e s o v e r r e g u l a t i o n 

o f s l a v e s and e s t a t e s absorbed most o f t h e energy o f 

l o c a l government. "England's t r a d i t i o n o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

govemment meant t h a t , l i k e as n o t , s l a v e laws would be 

made by s l a v e owners, and SD t h e y were" ( M i n t z 1959:583). 

The most c l e a r l y o p e r a t i n g element o f t h e B r i t i s h p r o f i l e 

and t h e one w i t h t h e most d i r e c t b a c k g r o u n d i n t h e 

E n g l i s h e x p e r i e n c e was t h i s l e g a l and g o v e r n m e n t a l s t r u c ­

t u r e . I t had t h e e f f e c t o f " s t r i p p i n g o f f " t h e l a r g e r 

A f r i c a n i n s t i t u t i o n s o f t h e s l a v e s ( H e r s k o v i t s and 

H e r s k o v i t s 1947:7) and o f l e a v i n g t h e more i n t i m a t e 

d e t a i l s o f A f r i c a n l i f e w h i c h were o f l i t t l e c o n c e r n t o 

t h e p l a n t e r . E n g l i s h law a p p l i e d o n l y t o t h e w h i t e 

p l a n t e r s ; Jamaican law, a l e g a l system o f i t s own i n t h e 

sense t h a t i t d e a l t w i t h new p r oblems, was based upon 

t h e E n g l i s h p a t t e r n and d e s i g n e d t o p r o t e c t and p r e s e r v e 

t h e E n g l i s h l e g a l h e r i t a g e o n l y f o r t h e w h i t e c l a s s . That 

t h e m o t i v a t i o n b e h i n d t h e Jamaican l e g a l s t r u c t u r e was 

r a c i a l l y r a t h e r t h a n e c o n o m i c a l l y based i s seen i n t h e 

d e n i a l o f E n g l i s h l e g a l and s o c i a l p r i v i l e g e s t o even 

t h e w e a l t h i e s t members o f t h e f r e e c o l o r e d and f r e e b l a c k 

c l a s s e s . 

The s t r u c t u r e o f t h e Jamaican p o p u l a t i o n h e l p s 

e x p l a i n t h i s r a c i a l c o n c e r n . I n 1673 t h e Europeans 
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composed 45 p e r c e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f Jamaica, 
A f r i c a n s 55 per c e n t . By 1793 t h e p e r c e n t a g e s were 10 
and 90, r e s p e c t i v e l y . By 1844 t h e European g r o u p was 
down t o 4 per c e n t o f t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n , and i n 1943 
i t was o n l y 1 per c e n t (Broom 1954:116). R e a c t i n g t o 
t h i s t r e n d , t h e p l a n t e r ' s Assembly imposed r e s t r i c t i o n s 
on t r a v e l , s e l l i n g and assembly by negroes and passed 
" d e f i c i e n c y l a w s " t o c o n t r o l t h e n e g r o - t o - w h i t e p o p u l a t i o n 
r a t i o . Manumission was r e g u l a t e d more c a r e f u l l y , and s l a v e -
h e l d p r o p e r t y was n o t p r o t e c t e d by law. The p r i n c i p l e s 
o f n a t u r a l and c i v i l r i g h t s as f o u n d i n E n g l i s h common 
law d i d n o t o p e r a t e f o r n e g r o e s , whether t h e y were s l a v e s 
o r n o t . The a p p a r e n t m o t i v e s u n d e r l y i n g s l a v e laws were 
f e a r o f r e b e l l i o n , "ever t h e n i g h t m a r e o f t h e E n g l i s h , " 
t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f s u b o r d i n a t e - s u p e r i o r s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s 
between A f r i c a n s and Europeans, and a sense o f minimum 
t r e a t m e n t f o r s l a v e s t o i n s u r e t h e i r c o n t i n u e d economic 
p r o d u c t i v i t y ( S m i t h 1945). Coupled w i t h t h i s r a c i a l i s t i c 
l e g a l i s m was t h e e x c l u s i v e n e s s o f E n g l i s h C h r i s t i a n i t y , 
t h e v e r b a l b u t i n e f f e c t u a l c o n c e r n f o r teacning t h e A f r i c a n 
t h e m o r a l p r e c e p t s o f European c i v i l i z a t i o n , and t h e 
absence o f negroes f r o m t h e p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g i o u s , s o c i a l , 
and i n t e l l e c t u a l (such as i t was) l i f e o f t h e s m a l l w h i t e 

r u l i n g g r oup. The s a n c t i o n s w h i c h m a i n t a i n e d s o c i a l 

d i s t a n c e between w h i t e s and b l a c k s c r o s s e d c l a s s l i n e s 

( e x c e p t i n m a t t e r s o f sex and f a m i l y o r g a n i z a t i o n ) and 



even t h e meanest w h i t e c o u l d a s s e r t " c e r t a i n i n a l i e n ­

a b l e r i g h t s " o v er t h e w e a l t h i e s t f r e e n e g r o who h i m s e l f 

may have been a p l a n t e r . There can be l i t t l e economic 

b a s i s f o r t h i s a v e r s i o n among w h i t e s t o s o c i a l i n t e r ­

c o u r s e w i t h n e g r o e s . An i d e o l o g y o f r a c e i s as i m p l i c i t 

i n t h e laws as i t i s i n c r o s s - r a c i a l s e x u a l c o n t a c t s , 

and i t i s t h a t i d e o l o g y w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y 

t o t h e p e r p e t u a t i o n o f s l a v e - s u g a r economics even a f t e r 

t h e e n t e r p r i s e had p r o v e d f i n a n c i a l l y f a t a l . 

What, t h e n , are t h e f e a t u r e s o f t h e E n g l i s h 

p r o f i l e w h i c h appear d e c i s i v e once t h e economic problems 

o f t h e Jamaican p l a n t a t i o n system are r e c o g n i z e d even by 

t h e p l a n t e r s themselves? The d e c i s i v e f e a t u r e s are a 

l e a d e r s h i p vacuum and an i n t e l l e c t u a l f a i l u r e w h i c h a t 

t h e c r i t i c a l t e r m i n a t i o n p e r i o d o f s l a v e r y e a r l y i n t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y e n t a n g l e d t h e B r i t i s h i n a n e g a t i v e 

r a t h e r t h a n p o s i t i v e r e a c t i o n t o t h e i r s i t u a t i o n . N e i t h e r 
o f t h e s e f a i l u r e s were i n e v i t a b l e , s o c i a l e x i s t e n c e b e i n g 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d more as a s e r i e s o f i n t e n t i o n a l and u n i n t e n ­
t i o n a l c h o i c e s r a t h e r t h a n l a r g e , i m p e r s o n a l , u n c o n t r o l l a b l 
p r o c e s s e s . The problems c o u l d have been a n t i c i p a t e d 
had t h e p l a n t e r s v i e w e d t h e i r s i t u a t i o n more o b j e c t i v e l y , 
as a few o f them a c t u a l l y d i d . 

The A b o l i t i o n Act o f 1808 p u t E n g l a n d o u t s i d e 

t h e s l a v e t r a d e a t a t i m e when h a l f o f a l l s l a v e t r a f f i c 

t o t h e New World depended on E n g l i s h s h i p s . I n l 8 l l 

P a r l i a m e n t d e c l a r e d s l a v i n g a f e l o n y and i n 1827 a p i r a c y . 
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p u n i s h a b l e by d e a t h . A l t h o u g h t h e t r a d e c o n t i n u e d , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t o Cuba and B r a z i l , e c o n omists v/ere j o i n i n g 

r e f o r m e r s i n p o i n t i n g o u t i t s w a s t e f u l n e s s . I n 1833, t h e 

E m a n c i p a t i o n Act gave l e g a l freedom t o a l l s l a v e s i n 

E n g l i s h c o l o n i e s . A p e r i o d o f " a p p r e n t i c e s h i p 1 1 i n t e n d e d 

t o ease t h e t r a n s i t i o n f r o m s l a v e t o f r e e l a b o r p r o d u c t i o n 

was t e r m i n a t e d p r e m a t u r e l y i n 1838 because t h e f o r m e r 

s l a v e s r e f u s e d t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r o l d t a s k s under a new 

name and because t h e p l a n t e r s made i t i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h e 

negroes t o f u n c t i o n as a f r e e l a b o r group. " A l l t o o 

o f t e n t h e a t t i t u d e o f t h e w h i t e p l a n t e r s — t h o s e o f t h e 

c o l o r e d p l a n t e r s were b a s i c a l l y s i m i l a r — h a d n o t u n d e r ­

gone change s i n c e s l a v e r y " (Knox 1963:?). Former s l a v e s 

were s e r v e d e v i c t i o n n o t i c e s and many v/ere d e p r i v e d n o t 

o n l y o f t h e i r homes b u t o f t h e a t t e n t i o n t o c l o t h i n g , 

t o o l s , and m e d i c a l needs t h e y had corae t o e x p e c t o f t h e 

p l a n t a t i o n owners. A l a n d l o r d - t e n a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p was 

s u b s t i t u t e d f o r a m a s t e r - s l a v e r e l a t i o n s h i p , t h e negroes 

s t i l l s u b j e c t t o w h i t e power b u t i n a new r e l a t i o n s h i p 

l a c k i n g s o c i a l p r e c e d e n t . D r i v e n o f f t h e i r home s i t e s 

and d e n i e d t h e i r s m a l l p r o v i s i o n grounds and garden p l o t s , 

t h e negroes moved t o ind e p e n d e n t v i l l a g e s e t t l e m e n t s i n 

t h e i n t e r i o r and no amount o f i n d e n t u r e d l a b o r . East I n d i a n 

o r Chinese, c o u l d r e p l a c e them. A t t e m p t s by t h e Jamaican 

government t o i n d u c e i m m i g r a t i o n and t o r e s t r i c t occupa­

t i o n o f waste l a n d by negroes g e n e r a l l y f a i l e d . The 
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p l a n t e r s , b l a m i n g t h e i r f a i l u r e on l a c k o f l a b o r , d e v e l o p e d 

a " b e l i e f i n t h e e s s e n t i a l d i s e q u i l i b r i u m between Jamaican 

l a n d and l a b o r [ w h i c h ] became t h e c e n t r a l p o i n t i n t h e 

economic c r e e d o f t h e p l a n t i n g c l a s s : i t was used t o 

e x p l a i n t h e i r f a i l u r e i n much t h e same way as i t was used 

t o p r e d i c t t h a t f a i l u r e " ( C u r t i n 1955:133)• T h i s r a t i o n ­

a l i z a t i o n became a k i n d o f s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g p r o p h e c y w h i c h 

t h e p l a n t e r s r e i n f o r c e d by t h e i r own o b s t r u c t i o n i s t 

b e h a v i o r . 

The i n t e l l e c t u a l f a i l u r e o f the p l a n t e r s has been 

w e l l documented and may be c o n s i d e r e d one o f t h e most 

i m p o r t a n t o f t h e u n i n t e n t i o n a l elements i n t h e B r i t i s h 

p r o f i l e a t t h e t i m e o f E m a n c i p a t i o n . The " c r u c i a l p r o b ­

lem i s t o f i n d what d e t e r m i n a n t s l e d t h e Jamaicans t o 

B r i t i s h sources f o r some s o l u t i o n s , and t o t h e i r own 

back g r o u n d f o r o t h e r s " ( C u r t i n 1955:205). The so u r c e s 

f o r h a n d l i n g t h e i r o l d problems i n J a m a i c a — r e b e l l i o n , 

o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e e s t a t e s , i m p o r t a t i o n o f l a b o r , f e e d i n g , 

c l o t h i n g , and c a r i n g f o r t h e s l a v e s — c a m e f r o m t h e i r own 

e x p e r i e n c e . But when c o n f r o n t e d w i t h E m a n c i p a t i o n and 

new l a b o r and o r g a n i z a t i o n p r o b l e m s , t h e p l a n t e r s f e l l 

back on t h e i r E n g l i s h h e r i t a g e - - c a p i t a l i s t i c l a b o r o r g a n ­

i z a t i o n , l a n d l o r d - t e n a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p s — a n d a p p l i e d 

p r i n c i p l e s w h i c h w o u l d n o t work i n t h e new s i t u a t i o n . 

"For t h e European Jamaican, t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l p r o b l e m 

i n i t s b r o a d e s t s e t t i n g was t o f i n d a v i a b l e s e t o f 
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i d e a s t o e x p l a i n t h e p r o p e r w o r k i n g o f a f r e e - l a b o r 

t r o p i c a l s o c i e t y . . . . Thus Jamaicans o f t h e r u l i n g 

c l a s s had o n l y two r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e s o u r c e s o f i d e a s , 

n e i t h e r o f w h i c h r e a l l y f i t t h e s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h 

t h e y f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s " ( C u r t i n 1955:102-3). One s o u r c e 

was E n g l a n d , a f r e e - l a b o r s o c i e t y and "a t e m p e r a t e c o u n t r y 

e n t e r i n g a p e r i o d o f p o l i t i c a l democracy, economic 

g r o w t h , u r b a n i z a t i o n and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , " and t h e 

o t h e r was Jamaica where " i n t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a new 

t r o p i c a l s o c i e t y [ t h e p r o b l e m ] was t o b u i l d on t h e model 

o f t h e o l d w i t h t h e s i n g l e o m i s s i o n o f s l a v e r y " ( C u r t i n 

1955:103). The p l a n t e r s were " u t t e r l y f r u s t r a t e d " i n 

t h e i r e f f o r t s " t o b r i n g o r d e r i n t o t h e i r i d e a s , a t t i t u d e s 

and b e h a v i o r , " f o r i n economics where " t h e p l a n t e r s used 

t h e t e r m ' s l a v e - l a b o u r ' i t i s q u i t e c l e a r t h a t t h e y 

were t h i n k i n g i n terms o f c a p i t a l r a t h e r t h a n l a b o u r " 

( H a l l 1 9 6 2 : 3 l 4 , 3 0 7 ) . They a t t e m p t e d t o d e a l w i t h a popu­

l a t i o n f o r c e f u l l y removed f r o m t h e s t a t u s o f s l a v e r y as 

t h o u g h i t were s t i l l i n s l a v e r y and ought t o be a v a i l a b l e 

t o man t h e means o f p r o d u c t i o n i n a f r e e - l a b o r s o c i e t y . 

The b a s i s o f t h i s f a i l u r e , l a r g e l y economic i n 

i t s consequences, must be f o u n d i n t h e p l a n t e r ' s p e r c e p ­

t i o n o f t h e A f r i c a n as a d i s t i n c t and i n f e r i o r v a r i e t y 

o f Homo s a p i e n s . The r a c i s m o f t h e p l a n t e r s i s seen i n 

t h e i r c o n f u s i o n as t o whether t h e negro was a man o r an 

i t e r a o f l i v e s t o c k . An Act o f t h e Jamaican l e g i s l a t u r e i n 
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1807 d e c l a r e d t h a t " f o r payment o f debts and l e g a c i e s , 
a l l s l a v e s s h a l l be deemed and t a k e n as a l l o t h e r goods 
and c h a t t e l s " ( H a l l 1962:306). Slaves had h i g h v a l u e , 
h i g h e r t h a n m a c h i n e r y , and " t h i s perhaps h e l p s t o e x p l a i n 
t h e g e n e r a l l y s l o w and u n w i l l i n g i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l i m p l e m e n t s , such as t h e p l o u g h and t h e h a r r o w , 
d u r i n g s l a v e r y . Any s e n s i b l e man w i t h c a p i t a l w o u l d 
p r o b a b l y have p r e f e r r e d t o buy s l a v e s r a t h e r t h a n 
p l o u g h s " ( H a l l 1962:308-9). The s l a v e s l i v e d a l m o s t 
e n t i r e l y i n an economic r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e w h i t e s , and 
when t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p was b r o k e n t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t 
n egroes were i n f e r i o r b e i n g s p e r s i s t e d . I t made no 
d i f f e r e n c e t h a t t h e i r r a c i s t i d e o l o g y s h o u l d be e x p r e s s e d 
i n economic t e r m s , as i n d e e d i t was f o l l o w i n g E m a n c i p a t i o n 
" B r i t i s h i d e a s and B r i t i s h a t t i t u d e s h e l p e d r e i n f o r c e 
t h e m a t e r i a l i s m o f t h e Jamaican r u l i n g c l a s s . . . . [ a n d ] 
Jamaicans n o t o n l y emphasized economic t h o u g h t , b u t a l s o 
c a s t non-economic t h o u g h t i n economic f o r m s " ( C u r t i n 

1955:104-5). 
The w h i t e ' s r a c i a l o r i e n t a t i o n h e l p s a c c o u n t 

f o r t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f an economic f o r m w h i c h had ceased 

t o o p e r a t e e c o n o m i c a l l y . As e a r l y as 1 7 6 l , a Jamaican 

law sought t o r e s t r i c t t h e t r a n s f e r o f w h i t e owned p r o p e r t 

t o negroes because i t "tends t o d e s t r o y t h e d i s t i n c t i o n s 

r e q u i s i t e and a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y t o be k e p t up i n t h i s 

i s l a n d between w h i t e persons and Negroes" (Wesley 1934: 



1 4 3 ) . The i m p o r t a n c e o f r a c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s became so 

d e v e l o p e d t h a t xvhen t h e economic b a s i s o f t h e s e d i s ­

t i n c t i o n s was undermined a r a c i s t i d e o l o g y p r e v e n t e d 

accompanying a l t e r a t i o n s i n s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s . The 

p l a n t a t i o n s were l o s i n g money, and c o m p e t i t i v e sugar 

p r o d u c e r s on o t h e r i s l a n d s u s i n g t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y ad­

vanced p r o d u c t i o n methods were a l l o w e d t o e n t e r Jamaica's 

f o r m e r l y p r o t e c t e d sugar m a r k e t . The Jamaican p l a n t e r s 

l a c k e d c a p i t a l f o r i n v e s t m e n t i n new m a c h i n e r y and had 

no l a b o r f o r c e t o o p e r a t e i t anyway. S l a v e r y i t s e l f had 

been an economic f i a s c o because t h e s l a v e p o p u l a t i o n was 

n o t r e p r o d u c i n g i t s e l f and, a l t h o u g h i t was cheaper t o 

r e p l a c e s l a v e s t h a n t o keep them a l i v e , t h e u n c e r t a i n t i e s 

o f b u s i n e s s p l a n n i n g based on s l a v e l a b o r u n d e r m i n e d t h e 

f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y o f t h e e s t a t e s . Why, t h e n , d i d t h e 

p l a n t e r s i n s i s t on t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f s l a v e sugar manu­

f a c t u r i n g as t h e b e s t p o s s i b l e means o f p r o d u c t i o n ^ when 

t h e economic f a c t s o f t h e system were c o n t r a r y t o i t s 

success? The answer seems t o be i n the s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e , 

based upon r a c i s t i d e o l o g y , b o t h t h e s t r u c t u r e and t h e 

i d e o l o g y o u t l i v i n g t h e economic f o r c e s w h i c h shaped them. 

S o c i a l s t r u c t u r e , n o t t h e p o l i t i c a l maneuverings o f 

l e g i s l a t u r e s and p a r l i a m e n t s n o r t h e mechanics o f 

economic " l a w s " such as s u p p l y and demand, must e x p l a i n 

t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f f e a t u r e s o f a s l a v e s o c i e t y a f t e r 

s l a v e r y had been a b o l i s h e d . Those f e a t u r e s o f t h e B r i t i s h 
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p r o f i l e i n Jamaica w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e t h i s p r o c e s s a r e 
t h o s e seen i n t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l f a i l u r e and t h e l e a d e r ­
s h i p vacuum o f t h e r u l i n g c l a s s . At a c r u c i a l p e r i o d 
i n t h e i r h i s t o r y , t h e p l a n t e r s a t t e m p t e d t o a s s e r t t h e i r 
s o c i a l dominance w h i l e a d m i t t i n g t h e i r economic d e f e a t . 
The p h r a s i n g o f dominance i n economic t e r m s was t h e i r 
s i n c e r e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n f o r t h e c o l o r - b a s e d s o c i a l 
s t r u c t u r e t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t abandon. The f a c t t h a t 
t h e y c o u l d n o t m o d i f y t h a t s t r u c t u r e i s t e s t i m o n y o f 
t h e i r adherence t o i t and o f t h e i r f a i l u r e t o a p p r e c i a t e 
i t s b a s i s i n o t h e r t h a n economic i n s t i t u t i o n s . 



I V . THE EFFECTS OF THE DOMINANT CULTURE 

The h i s t o r i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n Jamaica as i t has 

been d e s c r i b e d v a r i e d s l i g h t l y f r o m 

t h e c l a s s i c p a t t e r n o f p l a n t a t i o n g r o w t h . . . o r i g i ­
n a l s e t t l e m e n t by yeoman c o l o n i s t s ; d e s t r u c t i o n o f 
t h e yeoman community by massive A f r i c a n s l a v e i m p o r ­
t a t i o n s and o f yeoman a g r i c u l t u r e by p l a n t a t i o n 
g r o w t h ; market c r i s i s as new c o m p e t i t o r s appeared 
(sometimes f o l l o w e d by t h e c o l l a p s e o f l o c a l p l a n ­
t a t i o n e n t e r p r i s e ) ; and f i n a l l y , s l a v e e m a n c i p a t i o n 
o r r e v o l u t i o n ( M i n t z 1 9 6 4 : x v i i ) , 

Through a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f p a r t i c u l a r 

i d e a s i n the p l a n t e r ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , c o r r e c t and 

i n c o x r e c t , o f t h e s o c i a l p r e s s u r e s t o w h i c h t h e y were 

s u b j e c t e d and t h e way i n w h i c h t h e s e i d e a s o b s t r u c t e d 

c r e a t i v e r e a c t i o n s t o those p r e s s u r e s , we have a n t i c i ­

p a t e d d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e immediate f e a t u r e s o f t h e 

dominant B r i t i s h p r o f i l e , t h o s e e v e n t s w h i c h o c c u r e d , 

i n t h e terms o f t h e a c c u l t u r a t i o n Memorandum, d u r i n g 

" c o n t i n u o u s f i r s t - h a n d c o n t a c t " ( R e d f i e l d e t . a l . 

1936) . 

Most r e l e v a n t a t t h i s p o i n t i s c l a r i f i c a t i o n 

o f t h e meaning o f t h e t e r m " s l a v e r y " i n t h e c o n t a c t 

s i t u a t i o n . The te n d e n c y t o r e i f y t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o f 

s l a v e r y , t h e r e b y p r e c l u d i n g any r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t s l a v e r y 

e x i s t s i n numerous f o r m s , has been n o t e d by S m i t h (1954) 
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i n a c r o s s - c u l t u r a l s t u d y o f s l a v e r y m two d i s t i n c t 
s o c i a l and h i s t o r i c a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . R a t h e r t h a n s l a v e r y 
qua s l a v e r y , s l a v e r y " i n v o l v e s i n e v e r y h i s t o r i c a l 
i n s t a n c e a way o f l i f e , a c o n c e p t i o n o f t h e human con­
d i t i o n , an i d e o l o g y o f s o c i e t y , and a s e t o f economic 
a r r a n g e m e n t s , i n s h o r t , a c u l t u r a l a p p a r a t u s , by w h i c h 
s l a v e s and masters are r e l a t e d " ( M i n t z 1961:579). "The 
outcome i s v e r y d i f f e r e n t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s t r u c t u r e 
and e t h o s o f t h e r e c r u i t i n g g r o u p " ( S m i t h 1954:244). The 
E n g l i s h t r a d i t i o n o f s l a v e r y ( n i n e per c e n t o f t h e 
E n g l i s h p o p u l a t i o n i s r e c o r d e d as s l a v e i n t h e Domesday 
Book) d i d n o t t r a n s f e r i n any s i g n i f i c a n t way t o t h e 
New W o r l d , and " s l a v e r y o f t h e p a r t i c u l a r B r i t i s h West 
I n d i a n . . . s o r t p r o b a b l y had no p r e c e d e n t , l e g a l o r o t h e r ­
w i s e , anywhere i n modern t i m e s " ( M i n t z 1961:583). The 
appearance o f s l a v e r y was more dependent on e c o l o g i c a l , 
economic, and p o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s and p a r t i c u l a r l y on 
t h e power o f t h e r u l i n g c l a s s i n t h e c o l o n y i t s e l f . I n 
th e B r i t i s h C a r i b b e a n where s l a v e r y and t h e p l a n t a t i o n 
s y s t e m was d e f i n e d i n terms o f a c a p i t a l i s t i c i n d u s t r y , 
"human b e i n g s , t h e i r l a b o r , t h e i r l i v e s — t h a t i s t h e i r 
p r o d u c t i o n and r e p r o d u c t i o n — [ w e r e ] t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o 
t h i n g s " ( M i n t z 1961:580), w h i c h meant t h a t " t h e a s s o c i a t i o n 
o f m a s t e r s and s l a v e s was n o r m a l l y r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e 
p r o c e s s e s o f sugar p r o d u c t i o n , d o m e s t i c work, and 
a s s y m e t r i c a i c o n c u b i n a g e , t h e r e l a t i o n b e i n g n o r m a l l y 
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s p e c i f i c , l i m i t e d , end e x p r e s s i n g marked s o c i a l d i s t a n c e 

and c l e a v a g e s o f i n t e r e s t " ( S m i t h 1954:248-9). T h i s , 

t h e n , i s a d e f i n i t i o n o f s l a v e r y f o r t h e sugar p r o d u c i n g 

B r i t i s h C a r i b b e a n i n t h e s e v e n t e e n t h , e i g h t e e n t h , and 

e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s . I t i s t h i s c oncept o f s l a v e r y 

o p e r a t i n g "as a f o r m a t i v e p r i n c i p l e o f s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e " 

( S m i t h 1954:287) w h i c h g u i d e d t h e b e h a v i o r o f t h e r u l i n g 

p l a n t e r s and t h e i r a t t o r n e y s as w e l l as t h e b e h a v i o r o f 

the s l a v e s t h e m s e l v e s . 

The p l a n t a t i o n system was w i t h o u t p r e c e d e n t i n 

European h i s t o r y . More t h a n an i n n o v a t i o n i n a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p r o d u c t i o n , i t was p a r t l y a consequence o f l a r g e s c a l e 

m a r k e t s i n European c i t i e s and o f g r o w i n g p r e f e r e n c e s 

f o r e x o t i c c r o p s ( M i n t z 1 9 6 4 : x i v ) . "The s l a v e p l a n ­

t a t i o n , p r o d u c i n g some baisic commodity f o r t h e mother 

c o u n t r y , was a s p e c i a l , emergent c a p i t a l i s t i c f o r m o f 

i n d u s t r i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n " ( M i n t z 1961:584). Because i t 

was s i t u a t e d i n an area where f r e e l a n d was u s u a l l y 

a v a i l a b l e and where t h e p o p u l a t i o n was r e l a t i v e l y 

s p a r s e , i t was f o r c e d t o r e l y on s l a v e r a t h e r t h a n f r e e 

l a b o r . ^ The work o f t h e e s t a t e s was o r g a n i z e d t h r o u g h 

a h i e r a r c h y o f powers: t h e o v e r s e e r o r a t t o r n e y a t t h e 

t o p , f o l l o w e d by t h e w h i t e bookkeepers ( f o r e m e n ) , t h e 

s l a v e gang d r i v e r s , and f i n a l l y t h e f i e l d n e g r o e s . Among 

th e s l a v e s t h e mselves d i v i s i o n s i n t o d o m e s t i c , f i e l d , gang 

d r i v e r , and c r a f t s m a n t a s k s p r o d u c e d c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n c e r n 
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f o r s t a t u s and a b a s i s f o r s t r o n g i n t e r p e r s o n a l t e n s i o n . 
H o s t i l i t y between c r e o l e and A f r i c a n - b o r n s l a v e s was 
common, t h e c r e o l e s l a v e s u s u a l l y a c c e p t i n g t h e i r s l a v e 
s t a t u s more e a s i l y . These h o s t i l i t i e s were f r e q u e n t l y 
e x p r e s s e d t h r o u g h Obeah men, i n d i v i d u a l s who t h e m s e l v e s 
seem t o have had d i f f i c x i l t y a d j u s t i n g and who f l o u r i s h e d 
on t h e p l a n t a t i o n s because o f t h e negro's f e a r o f w h i t e 
r e p r i s a l s and o f Obeah c o u n t e r - m a g i c . S l a v e s had a s t r o n g 
sense o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e rounds o f p l a n t a t i o n l i f e , 
w h i c h h e l p s e x p l a i n t h e d e v a s t a t i n g i m p a c t , p s y c h o l o g i ­
c a l l y and s o c i a l l y , o f t h e i r e v i c t i o n f r o m t h e p l a n t a t i o n s 
f o l l o w i n g E m a n c i p a t i o n . A l t h o u g h s l a v e - b a s e d sugar 
p r o d u c t i o n was n e a r l y f i n a n c i a l l y i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h e 
owners, t h e system had been " e c o n o m i c a l l y r e w a r d i n g t o 
the s l a v e l a b o u r e r s " ( S m i t h 1953:76), and i n t h e m a s t e r -
s l a v e r e l a t i o n s h i p s l a v e s had come t o e x p e c t and m a s t e r s 
t o g i v e numerous s m a l l , p e r s o n a l f a v o r s as i n c e n t i v e s 
t o l a b o r peace. S i g n i f i c a n t l y , " i t seems c l e a r t h a t 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f s t a t u s r a t h e r t h a n economic f o r c e s 
m a i n t a i n e d t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e a t t h i s p e r i o d , " an 
o b s e r v a t i o n s u p p o r t e d by t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r a t i o n a l 
r e a d j u s t m e n t o f economic p a t t e r n s never came f r o m w i t h i n 

t h e i s l a n d community b u t always f r o m w i t h o u t ( S m i t h 

1953 : 7 8 ) . 

From t h e p l a n t a t i o n system d e v e l o p e d two o f t h e 

most s i g n i f i c a n t f e a t u r e s o f Jamaican c u l t u r e , f e a t u r e s 
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w h i c h s t i l l e x i s t on t h e i s l a n d . The p o p u l a t i o n and 
l a b o r p o l i c i e s o f t h e B r i t i s h c r e a t e d a f e m a l e o r i e n t e d 
f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e f a m i l y f o r m s o f West 
A f r i c a and Europe. The economics and e c o l o g y o f t h e 
p l a n t a t i o n s gave r i s e t o c o n d i t i o n s f a v o r a b l e t o a 
peasant c l a s s w h i c h expanded and o c c u p i e d most o f t h e 
i s l a n d ' s r u r a l areas f o l l o w i n g E m a n c i p a t i o n . 

On t h e e a r l i e s t p l a n t a t i o n s l a t e i n t h e seven­

t e e n t h c e n t u r y , p l a n t e r s eager t o i n s u r e a c o n t i n u o u s 

l a b o r s u p p l y bought male and f e m a l e s l a v e s i n about 

e q u a l numbers on t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t r e p r o d u c t i o n w o u l d 

keep t h e l a b o r f o r c e h i g h . Under t h e h a r s h p l a n t a t i o n 

r e g i m e , however, where t h e l i f e o f a s l a v e l a b o r e r was 

seven o r e i g h t y e a r s , t h e p o p u l a t i o n f a i l e d t o r e p r o d u c e 

i t s e l f and e a r l y i n t h e 1700' s s l a v e b u y e r s began p r e -

f e r i n g males. At t h i s p o i n t , t h e p l a n t e r ' s commitment 

t o t h e s l a v e t r a d e was c o m p l e t e . Slaves were cheap 

and t h e p l a n t e r s were l i t t l e c o ncerned w i t h t h e u n o r d e r e d 

m a t i n g w h i c h r e s u l t e d f r o m t h e demographic i m b a l a n c e 

t h e y were c r e a t i n g . L a t e i n t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

however, when sugar p r i c e s were down and s l a v e p r i c e s 

up, f e r t i l i t y was encouraged. Tax r e l i e f s were g i v e n t o 

s l a v e h o l d e r s k e e p i n g c h i l d r e n , and s l a v e mothers were 

g i v e n r e d u c e d work l o a d s and s m a l l p r e s e n t s d u r i n g p r e g ­

nancy. L i t t l e h o s p i t a l s c a l l e d " h o t houses" were s e t up 

and f i n a n c e d by t h e p l a n t a t i o n owners. These a t t e m p t s 



t o r e d u c e s l a v e m o r t a l i t y d i d n o t change t h e f u n d a ­

m e n t a l s l a v e - m a s t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n c e f i n a n c i a l r ewards 

f o r k e e p i n g s l a v e c h i l d r e n on t h e e s t a t e s d i d n o t go 

t o t h e p a r e n t s b u t t h e s l a v e owner. No encouragement o f 

m a r r i a g e e x i s t e d s i n c e f e r t i l i t y was n o t c o n s i d e r e d a 

n e c e s s a r y a s p e c t o f a permanent f a m i l y , and t h e r e was 

no l e g a l p r o h i b i t i o n a g a i n s t s e l l i n g and t r a d i n g s l a v e s 

as i n d i v i d u a l s r a t h e r t h a n f a m i l y u n i t s . A l s o , t h e 

p r e r o g a t i v e s o f p a r e n t a g e went t o f e m a l e s r a t h e r t h a n 

males, " t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r r e p r o d u c t i o n , i t seems, 

was f i r m l y and e x c l u s i v e l y f i x e d upon t h e f e m a l e s " 

( R o b e r t s 1957:217). The weakness o f t h e s l a v e f a m i l y 

appeared as a consequence o f t h e s e p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l 

measures. 

Yet p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l by i t s e l f does n o t e x p l a i n 

t h e appearance o f t h e f e m a l e o r i e n t e d f a m i l y . That 

c o n t r o l was e x e r t e d on a p o p u l a t i o n h a v i n g i t s ovm 

f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e background. As M. J. and F. S. H e r s k o v i t 

( 1 9 ^ 7 ) have p o i n t e d o u t , t h e r o l e o f t h e women was most 

i m p o r t a n t i n t h o s e areas w h i c h were l e a s t a f f e c t e d by t h e 

dominant B r i t i s h p r o f i l e i n Jamaica. West A f r i c a n 

p o l y g y n y i n w h i c h each w i f e and h e r c h i l d r e n had t h e i r 

own h u t w i t h i n a compound and where the w i f e had l i t t l e 

v o i c e i n t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e l a r g e r f a m i l y group e s t a b ­

l i s h e d a c o n d i t i o n w h i c h s u r v i v e d s l a v e r y , a c o n d i t i o n 

where " t h e f a t h e r , as i n A f r i c a , remains on t h e p e r i p h e r y 



o f t h e n u c l e u s c o n s t i t u t i n g t h e h o u s e h o l d , whose c e n t e r 

i s t h e mother, a grandmother, an a u n t " ( H e r s k o v i t s and 

H e r s k o v i t s 1947:299). We are n o t j u s t i f i e d , t h e n , i n 

c o n s i d e r i n g t h e Jamaican " m a t r i f o c a l " f a m i l y as s i m p l y 

the l o g i c a l , f u n c t i o n a l outcome o f s l a v e r y . T h i s f a m i l y 

f o r m i s w i d e s p r e a d among modern Jamaican p e a s a n t s because 

i t a l s o has a h i s t o r i c a l b a s i s i n t h e i r West A f r i c a n 

c u l t u r a l background. The r u r a l peasant f a m i l y , a n a l y z e d 

by Cohen f r o m t h e angle o f i n t e r p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s (1955) 

and as t h e p r o d u c t o f a n t e c e d e n t h i s t o r i c a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

( 1 9 5 6 ) , must be v i e w e d as t h e r e s u l t o f a t o t a l h i s t o r i c a l 

e x p e r i e n c e and n o t s i m p l y as a " s u r v i v a l " o r as a " f u n c t i o n 

i n g u n i t " w i t h i n a s y n c h r o n i c system. 

One o f t h e i m p o s i t i o n s o f t h e E n g l i s h on t h e i r 

s l a v e s was t h e d e n i a l o f r e l i g i o u s and l e g a l s a n c t i o n s 

c o v e r i n g m a r r i a g e . Not even b a p t i s m a l t e r e d a s l a v e ' s 

s t a t u s . Slave p a r e n t a g e was t r a c e d by t h e owner t o t h e 

mother o n l y and no concept o f negro i l l e g i t i m a c y e x i s t e d 

as f a r as t h e w h i t e s were concerned. The s h i f t i n g n a t u r e 

o f s e x u a l c o n t a c t s meant t h a t one s l a v e woman had a 

number o f c h i l d r e n who were h a l f - s i b l i n g s and l a c k e d 

any sense o f a common l i n e a g e . No l i n e a g e o r k i n group 

e x i s t e d t o back up a man i n m a r r i a g e o r t o exchange 

p r o p e r t y w i t h t h e w i f e ' s k i n as p a r t o f t h e m a r r i a g e 

c o n t r a c t . L a c k i n g t h i s t r a d i t i o n a l m a r r i a g e - v a l i d a t i n g 

arrangement and r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t a m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t w o u l d 
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no t be a l l o w e d t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e owner's r i g h t s 
over h i s s l a v e s , t h e A f r i c a n male had no r e c o g n i z a b l e 
b a s i s f o r m a r r i a g e . L i v i n g arrangements and s e x u a l 
c o n t a c t s between c o u p l e s were n e c e s s a r i l y t r a n s i t o r y , 
w i t h t h e o f f s p r i n g c r e d i t e d t o and l e f t w i t h t h e mother 
( S m i t h 1 9 5 3 ) . "The s t a t i s t i c a l dominance o f mother-
c e n t e r e d f a m i l i e s i n t h e West I n d i e s i n g e n e r a l and i n 
Jamaica i n p a r t i c u l a r i n d i c a t e s t h e extreme degree t o 
w h i c h t h e mother's c e n t r a l i t y i n t h e f a m i l y i s e n t r e n c h e d 
i n t h e c u l t u r e " (Cohen 1956:66?). 

The consequences o f t h e m a t i n g p a t t e r n s w h i c h 

d e v e l o p e d under s l a v e r y are seen i n t h e s t r u c t u r e o f 

Jamaican peasant s o c i e t y t o d a y . Sexual g r a t i f i c a t i o n 

p r i o r t o m a r r i a g e and i n v o l v i n g a s e r i e s o f p a r t n e r s 

i s e x p e c t e d . I f o f f s p r i n g r e s u l t f r o m t h e s e c o n t a c t s , 

t h e y r e m a i n w i t h t h e fe m a l e who r e t u r n s t o h e r own 

mother. ( I l l e g i t i m a c y i n t h e West I n d i e s has been 

v a r i o u s l y e s t i m a t e d a t between f i f t y and s e v e n t y - f i v e 

per c e n t . ) F a m i l i e s made up o f s e v e r a l g e n e r a t i o n s o f 

f e m a l e s and t h e i r c h i l d r e n a r e common. The i n c e s t taboo 

a p p l i e s o n l y t o members o f t h i s l i v i n g u n i t . W e a l t h and 

p r o p e r t y are h e l d i n d i v i d u a l l y and r e f l e c t t h e h i g h l y 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c r e l a t i o n s w h i c h e x i s t n o t o n l y between 

members o f t h e f a m i l y b u t o f t h e "community." (The t e r m 

"community" can o n l y be a p p l i e d l o o s e l y s i n c e p r a c t i c a l l y 

no sense o f community o r community o r g a n i z a t i o n and 
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l e a d e r s h i p e x i s t s . ) Husband and w i f e o f t e n e x p r e s s 
r e g r e t over t h e i r m a r r i a g e , are n o t happy t o g e t h e r , 
and even p i l f e r f r o m each o t h e r 1 s c a r e f u l l y guarded 
p u r s e . G e n e r o s i t y i s r a r e and g o s s i p common, e s p e c i a l l y 
when i t i s f e a r e d a mate o r n e i g h b o r may have a s l i g h t 
advantage i n money, l a n d , or a p a r t i c u l a r l y good c r o p . 
S l a v e r y began w i t h t h e c e n t r a l , dependable f i g u r e o f 
t h e mother so t h a t a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e " t h e theme o f 
s o c i o l o g i c a l r e j e c t i o n o f males c o n t i n u e s t o be m a n i f e s t 
. . . and t h e r e are s t r o n g f o r c e s m i l i t a t i n g a g a i n s t t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s o l i d a r y t i e s " (Cohen 1956:681,683). 

I t would be an e r r o r t o assume t h e v i t a l i t y o f 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l E n g l i s h , C h r i s t i a n f a m i l y i n t h e same 

c o n t a c t s i t u a t i o n w h i c h so o b v i o u s l y raodified t h e A f r i c a n 

f a m i l y . The model o f conquest c u l t u r e p o s t u l a t e s changes 

n o t o n l y i n t h e s u b o r d i n a t e b u t dominant g r o u p and t h e 

changes w h i c h t o o k p l a c e i n t h e E n g l i s h f a m i l y had 

i m p o r t a n t i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r a g r o w i n g c l a s s o f negroes 

i n Jamaica. The w h i t e c l a s s was a h e t e r o g e n e o u s group 

c o n t a i n i n g what S m i t h (1953:56) has c a l l e d " p r i n c i p a l " 

and "secondary" elements c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a "marked excess 

o f m a l e s . " T h i s c l a s s c o n t a i n e d p l a n t e r s , p l a n t a t i o n 

employees, p r o f e s s i o n a l s and merchants b o r n on t h e i s l a n d , 

i m m i g r a n t s , and s e t t l e r s " r e t i r e d " on s m a l l e s t a t e s . 

Among " p r i n c i p a l " w h i t e s t h e k e e p i n g o f a w h i t e w i f e p l u s 

a " c o l o r e d " (mixed A f r i c a n and European) c o n c u b i n e was 



a p p a r e n t l y t h e p r e f e r r e d p a t t e r n o f m a t i n g . The o f f ­

s p r i n g o f t h e w h i t e and h i s concubine were as much a 

p a r t o f t h e f a m i l y as t h e c h i l d r e n o f h i s w i f e . A man 

f r e q u e n t l y s e n t b o t h his w h i t e and c o l o r e d c h i l d r e n t o 

En g l a n d f o r t h e i r e d u c a t i o n . A w h i t e w i f e was e x p e c t e d 

t o h o n o r her husband's r e l a t i o n s h i p t o h i s c o n c u b i n e 

and sometimes evenact as godmother t o h i s c o l o r e d c h i l d r e n 

Among "secondary" w h i t e s , however, w h i t e w i v e s , f a m i l i e s , 

and t h e l e g a l s a n c t i o n o f m a r r i a g e were r a r e . These 

i n d i v i d u a l s , sometimes r e f e r r e d t o as " w h i t e n e g r o e s " 

because o f t h e i r c l o s e b u s i n e s s c o n t a c t s w i t h t h e s l a v e s , 

even "seem t o have been i n h i b i t e d f r o m m a r r y i n g by f e a r 

o f l o s s o f employment" ( S m i t h 1953:57). These men, u n a b l e 

t o manumit t h e i r c h i l d r e n o r b l a c k w i v e s , c o n t r i b u t e d 

t o a g r o w i n g c l a s s o f c o l o r e d s l a v e s , j u s t as t h e 

" p r i n c i p a l " w h i t e s c o n t r i b u t e d t o a g r o w i n g c l a s s o f 

f r e e c o l o r e d i n d i v i d u a l s . 

C o l o r e d s l a v e s r a r e l y worked i n t h e f i e l d s b u t 

had h i g h s t a t u s p l a n t a t i o n j o b s . Free c o l o r e d p l a n t e r s , 

known f o r t h e i r harshness t o w a r d t h e i r b l a c k s l a v e s , 

were u s u a l l y w e l l e d u c a t e d . Among b o t h groups o f 

c o l o r e d i n d i v i d u a l s " a c c u l t u r a t i o n hy a d o p t i o n o f w h i t e 

b e h a v i o r and i n s t i t u t i o n s was a n e c e s s a r y a s p e c t o f 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h improvement o f s t a t u s f o r c o l o u r e d 

m ales, and c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e g r e a t emphasis w h i c h t h e y 

l a i d on d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n o f themselves as a g r o u p f r o m 



b l a c k p e o p l e , w h e t h e r s l a v e o r f r e e " ( S m i t h 1 9 5 3 t 6 l ) . 

Because shades o f c o l o r were so i m p o r t a n t t o t h i s c l a s s , 

t h e o n l y a v a i l a b l e mates were d a r k e r f e m a l e s and t h e 

c a s t o f f concubines o f w h i t e s . The f r e e c o l o r e d f e m a l e s , 

"a c l a s s f o r whom i t m i g h t a l m o s t be s a i d t h a t m a r r i a g e 

was t a b o o " ( S m i t h 1953:64), were al m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y 

c o n c u b i n e s t o t h e w h i t e s . 

The e x i s t e n c e o f t h i s k i n d o f m a t i n g arrangement 

s u b s t a n t i a t e s two p o i n t s c o n c e r n i n g t h e p r o f i l e o f t h e 

dominant c u l t u r e . I t i l l u s t r a t e s t h e u n d e r l y i n g r o l e 

o f a r a c i s t i d e o l o g y , w i t h a l m o s t f i n i c k y emphasis b e i n g 

p l a c e d on shades o f c o l o r , v/hich b u t t r e s s e d t h e s o c i a l 

s t r u c t u r e l o n g a f t e r t h e economic s u p p o r t s were gone. 

(The f r e e c o l o r e d n e g r o e s , who a s p i r e d t o be more l i k e 

t h e w h i t e s t h a n t h e w h i t e s t h e m s e l v e s , and who demon­

s t r a t e d f a r more i n t e r e s t i n European d r e s s , manners, 

c o n t e m p o r a r y l i t e r a t u r e and a r t , were a l s o more co n c e r n e d 

w i t h shades o f c o l o r t h a n most w h i t e s , i m p l i c i t l y 

a c c e p t i n g t h e r a c i a l b a s i s o f t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e . ) 

I t a l s o i l l u s t r a t e s t h e i n c o m p l e t e t r a n s f e r e n c e o f t h e 

monogamous-Christian f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e t o t h e c o l o n i a l 

s i t u a t i o n , n o t o n l y among t h e r u l i n g g r o u p b u t among 

s u b o r d i n a t e w h i t e s . At t h i s p o i n t a " s t r i p p e d down" o r 

" s t a n d a r d i z e d " f o r m f r o m t h e home base o f t h e dominant 

c u l t u r e d i d n o t appear. To t h e b l a c k s l a v e s , t h i s v a r i e n t 

f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e a t t h e t o p made l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e . To 
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th e c o l o r e d negroes a s p i r i n g t o i m i t a t e t h e w h i t e s , i t 
was o f c o n s i d e r a b l e i m p o r t a n c e s i n c e , i n d e p r i v i n g them 
o f a model o f t h e i d e a l European m a r r i a g e p a t t e r n , i t 
a l s o d e p r i v e d them o f a source o f mates comparable i n 
s t a t x i s t o t h e m s e l v e s . Through m o d i f y i n g t h e i r European 
f a m i l y b ackground and t a k i n g f o r th e m s e l v e s t h e f r e e 
c o l o r e d f e m a l e s , t h e " p r i n c i p a l " w h i t e s c r e a t e d one o f 
th e i n f o r m a l and unplanned mechanisms whereby s o c i a l 
d i s t a n c e between w h i t e s and men o f any c o l o r was main­
t a i n e d . Where t h e i r g o v e r n m e n t a l and l e g a l o r d e r k e p t 
a l l negroes s u b o r d i n a t e , t h e w h i t e ' s m a t i n g h a b i t s f o r c e d 
f r e e negro males t o acce p t f e m a l e s o f l e s s e r s t a t u s , 
t h e r e b y s u b t l y e m p h a s i z i n g t h e d i f f e r e n t i a l range o f 
s o c i a l p r e r o g a t i v e s a v a i l a b l e t o f r e e w h i t e and f r e e 
c o l o r e d males. 

C o n s i d e r i n g t h e second m a j o r s o c i a l consequence 

o f t h e | i a n t a t i o n system i n Jamaica, t h e p l a n t a t i o n s 

t h e m s e l v e s must be examined. The e c o l o g i c a l s e t t i n g o f 

t h e sugar i n d u s t r y i n t h e C a r i b b e a n was a m a j o r d e t e r m i ­

n a n t i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f a peasant c l a s s . The d e s t r u c ­

t i v e n a t u r e o f p l a n t a t i o n a g r i c u l t u r e i n w h i c h t h e l a n d 

was t r e a t e d as expendable r e s u l t e d i n t h e e x h a u s t i o n 

o f t h e s o i l i n a l m o s t e v e r y sugar c o l o n y . The e a r l y 

yeoman c u l t i v a t o r s had been f o r c e d o u t by t h e expand­

i n g p l a n t a t i o n s , p r o b a b l y because " t h e p l a n t a t i o n was 

i n i t s n a t u r e i n i m i c a l t o t h e p e a s a n t r y , [ t h e ] p e a s a n t r i e s 
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were t o l e r a t e d o n l y on s u f f e r a n c e by t h e p l a n t a t i o n s , 
and . . . [ t h e ] g e n e r a l impact o f t h e p l a n t a t i o n on t h e 
p e a s a n t r y was d e s t r u c t i v e , n o t a c c o m o d a t i v e " ( M i n t z 1 9 6 l : 
3 2 ) . Yet i n Jamaica, t h e economic o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e 
p l a n t a t i o n s p l u s t h e t o p o g r a p h y o f the l a n d combined t o 
f o s t e r a peasant c l a s s and c o n d i t i o n s n e c e s s a r y f o r a 
peasant way o f l i f e l o n g b e f o r e E m a n c i p a t i o n made t h e 
e x t e n s i v e s e t t l e m e n t o f remote r u r a l a r e a s p o s s i b l e . The 
e s t a t e s were r e q u i r e d t o f e e d t h e i r s l a v e s and t h e o n l y 
s o u r c e s o f f o o d were e i t h e r i m p o r t a t i o n and t h e a t t e n d a n t 
r i s k s o f t r a d e i n t e r r u p t i o n due t o wars and p i r a c y , o r 
th e p r o d u c t i o n o f f o o d on t h e e s t a t e i n areas u n s u i t a b l e 
f o r g r o w i n g sugar cane. On the f l a t t e r C a r i b b e a n i s l a n d s 
such as Barbados and S t . C h r i s t o p h e r , a l m o s t t h e e n t i r e 
u s a b l e l a n d was s u p p o r t i n g cane. Jamaica, however, 
s u p p o r t e d b o t h cane and garden p l o t a g r i c u l t u r e because 
o f i t s mountainous i n t e r i o r and t h e l i m i t i n g o f sugar 
cane p r o d u c t i o n t o t h e mo u n t a i n v a l l e y s and t h e f l a t , 
n a r r o w c o a s t a l s t r i p . From t h e b e g i n n i n g , " e s t a t e 
s u p e r v i s e d p r o d u c t i o n o f p r o v i s i o n s never seems t o 
have been u n d e r t a k e n w i t h o u t p r e s s u r e f r o m t h e i s l a n d 
l e g i s l a t u r e " ( M i n t z and H a l l 1960:12) and " t h e r e was no 
g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d p o l i c y f o r s u p p l y i n g t h e s l a v e s w i t h 
f o o d . Where an e s t a t e had l a n d n o t wanted f o r cane, 
the s l a v e s were u s u a l l y a l l o w e d t o c u l t i v a t e p r o v i s i o n s 
on i t i n t h e i r own spare t i m e " ( M i n t z and H a l l 1960:4). 
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The p l a n t e r s seem n o t t o have i n t e r f e r r e d w i t h t h e 
s m a l l gardens c a l l e d " p o l i n k s " on t h e s t e e p m o u n t a i n 
s l o p e s , p a r t l y because t h e y were u s u a l l y l o c a t e d a t 
some d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e e s t a t e and because t h e y r e c o g ­
n i z e d t h a t t h e s l a v e ' s i n t e r e s t i n the p o l i n k s r e l i e v e d 
t h e e s t a t e o f p a r t o f t h e c o s t o f s l a v e m a i n t e n a n c e . On 
Barbados and S t . C h r i s t o p h e r , where t h e s l a v e s were 
a l l o w e d house p l o t s b u t where t h e r e was no room f o r 
d i s t a n t gardens as th o s e worked by Jamaican s l a v e s , a 
p e a s a n t r y never d e v e l o p e d . But i n Jamaica " i t i s upon 
th e p o l i n k s t h a t t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f the f r e e p e a s a n t r y 
were e s t a b l i s h e d " s i n c e " o n l y i n Jamaica have f o o d 
p r o d u c t i o n and sugar p r o d u c t i o n managed t o s u r v i v e 
t o g e t h e r " ( M i n t z and H a l l 1960:9,11). 

M i n t z ( l 9 6 l ) has d e v i s e d a g e n e r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

o f p e a s a n t r i e s i n t h e C a r i b b e a n . There were t h e yeomen 

c u l t i v a t o r s who s e t t l e d f i r s t and opened up many o f t h e 

i s l a n d s f o r s m a l l s c a l e a g r i c u l t u r e . There were t h o s e 

peasant groups who were b o t h a r e s u l t o f p l a n t a t i o n 

s l a v e r y and who a c t i v e l y opposed i t , t h e Bush Negroes 

i n t h e Guianas and t h e Maroons i n Jamaica. F i n a l l y t h e r e 

was a " p r o t o - p e a s a n t r y " w h i c h appeared under " c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s w h i c h p e r m i t t e d o r c o m p e l l e d t h e s l a v e s t o grow 

much o f t h e i r own f o o d , t o produce many o f t h e i r own 

n e c e s s i t i e s and, v e r y i m p o r t a n t l y , t o s e l l t h e i r s u r ­

p l u s e s and d i s p o s e more o r l e s s f r e e l y o f t h e i r p r o f i t s . 
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Jamaica i s perhaps t h e b e s t example" ( M i n t z 1 9 6 l : 3 4 ) . 

The d i s p o s a l o f s u r p l u s f o o d t h r o u g h a s e r i e s 

o f i n t e r n a l m a r k e t s must have appeared e a r l y , a l t h o u g h 

t h e r e i s l i t t l e e v i d e n c e o f i t s o r i g i n . The West A f r i c a n 

a n t e c e d e n t s f o r i n t e r n a l m a r k e t i n g d i d e x i s t and t h e s e 

have been d e s c r i b e d by H e r s k o v i t s ( 1 9 5 2 ) . As i n West 

A f r i c a , t h e r o l e o f women ( t h e Jamaican " h i g g l e r " ) as 

middlemen was t h e c e n t e r o f t h e whole p r o c e s s . Whether 

or n o t West A f r i c a n systems xere t r a n s f e r r e d t o Jamaica, 

" i t w o u l d seem t h a t t h e Negro s l a v e p r e s e r v e d t h o s e p a r t s 

o f h i s a n c e s t r a l c u l t u r e w h i c h he was p e r m i t t e d t o r e t a i n , 

and t h a t t h i s i n t u r n depended p r i m a r i l y on t h e needs o f 

the p l a n t a t i o n system, and on t h e power o f t h e p l a n t e r 

t o e x a c t conformance" ( M i n t z 1955:96). By t h e l a t e 1 7 0 0 1 s 

the s l a v e s had been p e r m i t t e d t o become t h e m a j o r sup­

p l i e r s o f h o u s e h o l d f o o d s and u t i l i t i e s . Long b e f o r e 

E m a n c i p a t i o n , t h e Jamaican i n t e r n a l economy was dependent 

on s l a v e - p r o d u c e d f o o d s u r p l u s e s , and t h e s e s u r p l u s e s 

and t h e system o f d i s t r i b u t i n g them became a v i t a l 

f e a t u r e o f t h e f u l l s c a l e p e a s a n t r y w h i c h was t o appear 

a t E m a n c i p a t i o n . 

A t h i r d and f i n a l a s p e c t o f the B r i t i s h dominance 

i n Jamaica, one l e s s d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o t h e p l a n t a t i o n 

economy, was t h e r o l e o f European r e l i g i o n . Compared t o 

o t h e r c o l o n i e s , Jamaica had a r a t h e r l a r g e number o f 

c l e r g y m e n r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e o f f i c i a l c h u r c h , b u t t h e i r 
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e f f e c t upon t h e s l a v e s was m i n i m a l . "The C h r i s t i a n 

i n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e s l a v e s i n t h e B r i t i s h i s l a n d s was 

l e f t l a r g e l y t o s e c t a r i a n m i s s i o n a r i e s , who a c h i e v e d 

t h e i r b i g g e s t e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y successes i n Jamaica" 

( P a r r y and S h e r l o c k 1957:152). The r e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t s 

o f t h e w h i t e c l a s s were v e r y l i m i t e d and, as w o u l d be 

e x p e c t e d , t h e f r e e c o l o r e d c l a s s a s p i r i n g t o European 

v a l u e s as a means o f s t a t u s achievement was more a c t i v e 

i n t h e f o r m a l r e l i g i o u s l i f e o f Jamaica t h a n c r e o l e o r 

i m m i g r a n t E n g lishmen. I t does n o t seem t h a t t h e r u l i n g 

w h i t e s were so much i n t e n t on w i t h h o l d i n g t h e i r r e l i g i o u s 

f o r m s f r o m t h e negroes as t h e y were unconcerned w i t h t h e 

s p r e a d o f C h r i s t i a n i t y t o t h e h e a t h e n p o p u l a t i o n . S m i t h 

(195^:261-2) has argued t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y was incom­

p a t i b l e w i t h a " r a t i o n a l i s t i c " l a i s s e z - f a i r e d o c t r i n e o f 

economic e x p l o i t a t i o n so t h a t " i n P r o t e s t a n t s l a v e -

c o l o n i e s , care was t a k e n t o i n s u l a t e t h e s l a v e s a g a i n s t 

t h e i n c o m p a t i b l e i n f l u e n c e s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , and t h e 

m o r a l i t y o f l a i s s e z - f a i r e was f o r l o n g u n c h a l l e n g e d . " 

Whether o r n o t t h e p l a n t e r s a c t u a l l y d i d f e a r t h e power 

o f C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e c i r c u l a t i n g among t h e s l a v e s , t h e 

l a x n e s s o f t h e r u l i n g c l a s s i n p r a c t i c i n g r e l i g i o n among 

the m s e l v e s s u g g e s t s a n o n c o m m i t t a l a t t i t u d e t o w a r d t h e 

o f f i c i a l c h u r c h and i t s dogmas i n the c o n t a c t s i t u a t i o n . 

Perhaps t h i s p e r f u n c t o r y a p p r e c i a t i o n o f r e l i g i o n was 

i t s e l f s u f f i c i e n t t o s q u e l c h t h e s p r e a d o f p o t e n t i a l l y 
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s u b v e r s i v e d o c t r i n e s . 

R e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t s were n o t l a c k i n g among t h e 

s l a v e s , however. M. J. and F. S. H e r s k o v i t s have shown 

how t h e major " f o c u s " o f t h e Congo and Guinea Coast 

A f r i c a n s i s " i n t h e r e a l m o f s u p e r n a t u r a l s a n c t i o n s " 

and how A f r i c a n peasant c u l t u r e on T r i n i d a d " c o r r o b o ­

r a t e s t h e f i n d i n g i n New W o r l d Negro c u l t u r e s everywhere 

t h a t A f r i c a n i s m s have p e r s i s t e d more i n t h e r e l i g i o u s 

l i f e o f t h e p e o p l e t h a n i n any o t h e r a s p e c t , save o n l y 

f o l k l o r e and music, w h i c h were f a v o r e d by t h e i n d i f f e r e n c e 

o f t h e s l a ve-owner t o t h e i r c o n t i n u i n g e x p r e s s i o n " 

( 1 9 4 7 : 3 0 3 ) . Where f o r m a l A f r i c a n i n s t i t u t i o n s were 

s t r i p p e d away, A f r i c a n t r i b a l d e i t i e s and c u l t heads 

were r e s u r r e c t e d i n European c h u r c h e s , l a r g e l y i n t h e 

r u r a l a r e a s . D i v i n i n g and magic, concerned w i t h p e r s o n a l 

a f f a i r s , p e r s i s t e d o u t s i d e t h e c h u r c h e s . H e r s k o v i t s ' 

p o i n t i s s u b s t a n t i a t e d by r e c e n t r e s e a r c h i n Jamaica where 

" l i t e r a c y i s h i g h e s t and t h e p r a c t i c e o f s o r c e r y l e a s t 

f r e q u e n t i n t h e communities n e a r e s t the c h u r c h , w h i l e 

the r e v e r s e i s t r u e the f a r t h e r away f r o m t h e c h u r c h 

one moves" (Cohen 1956:667). Those c u l t s w h i c h c u r r e n t l y 

show t h e g r e a t e s t i n c i d e n c e o f A f r i c a n t r a i t s , t h e 

Kumina and Convince, are t h o s e w h i c h o r i g i n a t e d i n t h e 

c e n t r a l mountains f a r t h e s t f r o m w h i t e c o n t a c t (Hogg i 9 6 0 ) . 

C h r i s t i a n i t y was most d i r e c t l y f e l t by t h o s e 

negroes who became i n v o l v e d i n t h e Free V i l l a g e system 
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f o l l o w i n g E m a n c i p a t i o n . Two v o c a l B a p t i s t m i s s i o n a r i e s 
bought up o l d e s t a t e s and c o n v e r t e d them t o c h u r c h 
c o m m u n i t i e s . These communities may have c o n t a i n e d as 
many as 100,000 people and one o f t h e f o u n d e r s c l a i m e d 
as many as f o r t y - t h r e e v i l l a g e s i n one p a r i s h i n 1845. 
These v i l l a g e s d e v e l o p e d a number o f c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
d i s t i n c t f r o m t h o s e o f the Maroons and t h e ema n c i p a t e d 
p e a s a n t r y . A s t u d y o f one o f t h e s e towns ( M i n t z 1958) 
r e v e a l e d a s o c i a l u n i t g e o g r a p h i c a l l y d e f i n a b l e , u n u s u a l 
f o r Jamaica; s t a b l e , monogamous and h i g h l y l i t e r a t e 
f a m i l i e s ; s t r o n g c h u r c h c o n t r o l t h r o u g h g e o g r a p h i c a l 
i s o l a t i o n o f t h e community; and i n t r a f a i t h , v i l l a g e 
endogamy. A l t h o u g h t he f r e e communities t o u c h e d a 
m i n o r i t y o f t h e Jamaican p e a s a n t s , t h i s a s p e c t o f t h e 
B r i t i s h p r o f i l e w h i c h d e v e l o p e d o u t s i d e t h e e s t a b l i s h e d 
power s t r u c t u r e r e v e a l s hov/ European r e l i g i o n c i r c u m ­
v e n t e d t h e p l a n t e r c l a s s and made i n r o a d s among some o f 
the f o r m e r s l a v e s a t a t i m e o f ma j o r s o c i a l d i s r u p t i o n . 
I s o l a t e d m i s s i o n a r i e s . B a p t i s t s , M e t h o d i s t s , M o r a v i a n s , 
had been a c t i v e among t h e s l a v e s f o r some t i m e b u t the 
f r e e v i l l a g e s were t h e o n l y i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e s u l t s o f 
t h e i r e f f o r t s . U n i t e d w i t h t h e s l a v e s a g a i n s t t h e 
p l a n t e r ' s , t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s were un a b l e t o persuade t h e 
s l a v e s t o acce p t monogamy and abandon p o l y t h e i s m and, 
f o l l o w i n g E m a n c i p a t i o n , t h e s l a v e - m i s s i o n a r y a l l i a n c e 
b r o k e . Aside f r o m t he f r e e v i l l a g e s , C h r i s t i a n i t y 
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succeeded o n l y among t h e u r b a n f r e e c o l o r e d c l a s s and 

d i d n o t p e n e t r a t e t h e s c a t t e r e d r u r a l p e a s a n t r y . The 

f e a t u r e s o f t h e Jamaican p e a s a n t r y f o r w h i c h t h e r e are 

A f r i c a n p r e c e d e n t s , r e l i g i o n and m a r k e t i n g , i n d i c a t e 

b l a n k s p o t s i n t h e B r i t i s h p r o f i l e . 

The p r o b l e m here has been " t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n 

Of t h e manner i n w h i c h elements o f European, A f r i c a n and, 

t o a l e s s e r degree American I n d i a n c u l t u r e s had e x e r t e d 

m u t u a l i n f l u e n c e s on one a n o t h e r and, i n t h e case o f 

New W o r l d s o c i e t i e s , had been merged t o produce t h e i r 

p r e s e n t - d a y ways o f l i f e " ( H e r s k o v i t s 1951:144-5). Had 

we been r e s t r i c t e d t o s i m p l y e n u m e r a t i n g p a r a l l e l t r a i t s 

b etween g e o g r a p h i c a l l y d i s t a n t areas w i t h a known 

h i s t o r i c a l c o n n e c t i o n , l i t t l e about the a c c u l t u r a t i o n 

e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e two s o c i e t i e s w o u l d have been d i s ­

c o v e r e d . The p r o f i l e s o f B r i t i s h and A f r i c a n c u l t u r e i n 

Jamaica have been shown t o be c o n s i d e r a b l y m o d i f i e d 

f o r m s o f t h e background c u l t u r e s . The f o r c e s w h i c h 

m o d i f i e d them, p l a n t a t i o n economics, t o p o g r a p h y , popu­

l a t i o n s t r u c t u r e , d e v e l o p e d i n t h e a c c u l t u r a t i o n s i t u a t i o n . 

From t h e s e f o r c e s e v o l v e d t h e A f r o - E u r o - J a m a i c a n c u l t u r e , 

t h e p r o d u c t o f H e r s k o v i t s " " m u t u a l i n f l u e n c e s . " These 

i n f l u e n c e s f l o w e d f r o m t h e p r o f i l e s o f t h e two c u l t u r e s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y t h a t o f t h e dominant c u l t u r e . The Jamaican 

e x p e r i e n c e d e m o n s t r a t e s , however, t h a t t h e dominant 

c u l t u r e i s n o t secure o r s t a b l e s i m p l y because o f i t s 
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dominance. The B r i t i s h i n i t i a t e d e c o l o g i c a l , demo­
g r a p h i c and s o c i a l changes w i t h l i t t l e awareness o f t h e 
consequences o f t h o s e changes. They t h e n e x p l o i t e d 
t h e s i t u a t i o n i n a manner c o n g r u e n t w i t h t h e i r E n g l i s h 
b a c k g r o u n d , a p p l y i n g economic e x p e d i e n c y as a means 
o f s o c i a l a d a p t a t i o n . That t h e y were u n d e r m i n e d by 
the e x h a u s t i o n o f t h e i r p h y s i c a l and human r e s o u r c e s 
was a consequence o f t h e i r f a i l u r e t o d e f i n e t h e i r 
s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n a c c u r a t e l y . T h i s was a c o n c e p t u a l 
and i n t e l l e c t u a l f a i l u r e w h i c h o r i g i n a t e d i n t h e means 
o f p r o d u c t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d i n an u n f a m i l i a r p h y s i c a l 
e n v i r o n m e n t , b u t w h i c h s h i f t e d t o a r a c i a l and s o c i a l 
s t r u c t u r a l b a s i s as soon as t h e means o f p r o d u c t i o n 
were a c c e p t e d as l o g i c a l , d e s i r a b l e , and i n e v i t a b l e . 
The s o c i a l and economic o r d e r s r e i n f o r c e d each o t h e r 
u n t i l t h e economic r e s o u r c e s gave out and t h e means of 
p r o d u c t i o n became l a r g e l y a r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n f o r t h e 
s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e . That t h e p l a n t e r c l a s s a c c e p t e d 
t h a t r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n i s e v i d e n c e o f t h e i r l a c k o f 
awareness o f what, as a c l a s s , t h e y came f r o m and where 
t h e y were g o i n g . I f n o t i n c a p a b l e , t h e y were u n i n t e r ­
e s t e d i n a c c u r a t e l y a s s e s s i n g and d e f i n i n g t h e human 
s i t u a t i o n . I n such i g n o r a n c e i s n u r t u r e d t h e c o l l a p s e 
o f human s o c i a l e n t e r p r i s e . 



V. CONCLUSION 

The dominant E n g l i s h p r o f i l e i n t h e C a r i b b e a n 

was t h e e x p r e s s i o n o f a m e r c a n t i l i s t t r a d e p o l i c y aimed 

a t t h e development o f n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t t h r o u g h t h e 

c o l o n i e s , f i r s t as s u p p l i e r s o f raw m a t e r i a l s and l a t e r 

as a market f o r B r i t i s h goods. I n Jamaica t h e more 

a p p a r e n t f e a t u r e s o f t h e dominant p r o f i l e were t h e s l a v e 

c o l l e c t i n g e n t e r p r i s e s , t h e l a r g e s c a l e sugar p r o d u c t i o n , 

t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e p l a n t a t i o n s , t h e l o c a l g o v e r n ­

ment and t h e European r e l i g i o n . S l a v i n g made l a r g e s c a l e 

s u g a r p r o d u c t i o n p o s s i b l e , l a n d and c a p i t a l were e a s i l y 

a c q u i r e d , and t h e p l a n t a t i o n s became s e l f - r e g u l a t i n g 

u n i t s . Government was g e n e r a l l y i n e f f e c t u a l e xcept i n 

t i m e s o f imminent s l a v e r e v o l t o r Maroon r a i d i n g f r o m 

t h e m o u n t a i n s . E n g l i s h C h r i s t i a n i t y w i t h e r e d among t h e 

r u l i n g w h i t e s and had l i t t l e e f f e c t on most o f t h e 

s l a v e s . As t h e economic s i t u a t i o n o f t h e p l a n t a t i o n s , 

once h i g h l y p r o s p e r o u s , became d a r k , o b s t r u c t i o n i s t 

p o l i c i e s and a c t i o n s by t h e p l a n t e r s h u r r i e d t h e i r 

d e c l i n e b r i n g i n g t h e abandonment o f s l a v e sugar p r o ­

d u c t i o n c l o s e r . 

I n t h e f e a t u r e s o f t h e B r i t i s h p r o f i l e we see 
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how t h a t d e c l i n e was b r o u g h t a b o u t . P o p u l a t i o n p o l i c i e s 
r e s u l t i n g i n severe demographic d i s l o c a t i o n and t h e 
E n g l i s h c o n c e p t i o n o f s l a v e p a r e n t a g e combined w i t h 
t h e s l a v e ' s p o l y g y n o u s West A f r i c a n b a c k g r o u n d t o f a v o r 
the f e m a l e - c e n t e r e d f a m i l y . The s t r u c t u r e o f t h e w h i t e 
f a m i l y w i t h t h e concubine o f t h e " p r i n c i p a l " w h i t e and 
the mate o f t h e "secondary" w h i t e c r e a t e d a s m a l l b u t 
i m p o r t a n t c o l o r e d c l a s s , some f r e e and some s l a v e . The 
t o p o g r a p h y o f Jamaica and t h e economics o f s l a v e main­
tenance p e r m i t t e d c o n d i t i o n s s u f f i c i e n t f o r s u p p o r t i n g a 
l a r g e p e a s a n t r y . Where A f r i c a n t r a i t s s u r v i v e d among t h e 
p e a s a n t r y — r e l i g i o n , magic, myth, t h e e s s e n t i a l r o l e o f 
the f e m a l e — t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e dominant p r o f i l e was 
h a r d l y f e l t . 

The conquest c u l t u r e i n Jamaica, a h y b r i d A f r o -

European c u l t u r e , was b u i l t a r o u n d t h e economics o f 

s l a v e sugar p r o d u c t i o n . When t h e economic s u p p o r t s 

f e l l away, t h e c u l t u r e had a l r e a d y s o l i d i f i e d o r " c r y s t a l ­

l i z e d " i n t o t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s l a v e 

p r o d u c t i o n . When s l a v e l a b o r came under a t t a c k , i t was 

v i g o r o u s l y d efended as t h e b e s t means o f p r o d u c t i o n 

g i v e n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s . W i t h t h e Jamaican sugar 

i n d u s t r y f i n a l l y n ear c o l l a p s e , t h e defense o f t h e s o c i a l 

o r d e r o f s l a v e r y was c a s t i n economic t e r m s . However, 

th e m u l t i - c l a s s s o c i a l system c o n t a i n i n g s h a r p c l e a v a g e s 

o f power and p r i v i l e g e was t h e r e f l e c t i o n o f a r a c i a l 
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b i a s , a b i a s w h i c h f i n a l l y became m a n i f e s t when eco-

nomxc arguments were o b v i o u s l y u s e l e s s . T h i s b i a s 

d e v e l o p e d out o f t h e economic o r g a n i z a t i o n o f s l a v e 

s o c i e t y and e v o l v e d i n t o a w i d e l y a c c e p t e d r a t i o n a l i -
7 

z a t i o n o n l y a f t e r t h e economic and t h e n t h e s o c i a l 

s t r u c t u r e underwent p r o f o u n d change i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . The a t t e m p t s by t h e p l a n t e r s t o p r e s e r v e 

s l a v e r y a f t e r i t s economic u t i l i t y had ceased were 

a t t e m p t s t o m a i n t a i n a s o c i a l o r d e r based upon a r a c i a l 

m yth. Smith (1954:282) c o r r e c t l y n o t e s t h a t " p r e s e r ­

v a t i o n o f t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e p l u r a l s o c i e t y under 

c o n d i t i o n s o f imminant change t h u s becomes a dominant 

v a l u e i n i t s e l f as we have shown was t h e case i n Jamaica 

1800-38 and t h e r e a f t e r , s i m p l y because t h e s t a b i l i t y 

o f t h e s e u n i t s has such a n a r r o w and p r e c a r i o u s base." 

E a r l y c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n a c c o u n t s f o r the permanence o f 

the s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e and e s p e c i a l l y i t s s u p p o r t i n g 

r a c i a l i d e o l o g y . 

T h i s r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e Jamaican h i s t o r i c a l -

c u l t u r a l e x p e r i e n c e does n o t f a v o r t h e c o n t e n t i o n o f 

some t h i n k e r s t h a t economic and t e c h n o l o g i c a l p r o c e s s e s 

u n d e r g i r d a l l s o c i a l e x p e r i e n c e . We may n o t e Marx's 

b e l i e f t h a t " t h e mode o f p r o d u c t i o n and m a t e r i a l l i f e 

d e t e r m i n e s t h e g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e s o c i a l , p o l i ­

t i c a l and s p i r i t u a l processes o f l i f e , " t h a t t h e means 



o f p r o d u c t i o n are " t h e r e a l f o u n d a t i o n , on w h i c h l e g a l 

and p o l i t i c a l s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s a r i s e and t o w h i c h d e f i ­

n i t e f orms o f s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s c o r r e s p o n d " ( G a r d i n e r 

1 9 5 9 : 1 3 l ) . O r i g i n a l l y , d u r i n g t h e e a r l y p e r i o d o f 

c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n and xvhile t h e p l a n t a t i o n s were on t h e 

ascendancy i n terms o f s i z e , p r o d u c t i o n , and p r o f i t s , 

Marx's c o n d i t i o n most l i k e l y p r e v a i l e d . But we have 

a l r e a d y seen how t h e d e t e r m i n a n t s o f b e h a v i o r became 

s o c i a l and i d e o l o g i c a l , i n d e e d , i n s p i t e o f t h e mode 

o f p r o d u c t i o n . S l a v e r y , t h e p l a n t a t i o n s , and t h e 

s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e o f r u l i n g and r u l e d groups cannot 

p o s s i b l y be e x p l a i n e d by economic f o r c e s a l o n e . The 

i d e a o f a p r o f i l e d i r e c t s o ur a t t e n t i o n t o many f a c t o r s , 

i n c l u d i n g t h e economic w h i c h , i n t h i s case, d i d n o t 

always o p e r a t e as t h e s i n g l e v i t a l e l e m e n t . 

The "conquest c u l t u r e " model appears t o be 

a u s e f u l t o o l i n t h e a n a l y s i s o f a c c u l t u r a t i o n and o f 

c o n t a c t s i t u a t i o n s . N o t h i n g h e r e has been " p r o v e n " i n 

the sense t h a t c a u s a t i v e a g e n t s have been i s o l a t e d and 

t h e i r e f f i c a c y d e m o n s t r a t e d . Such has n o t been t h e 

purpose o f t h i s paper. Through t h e use o f t h e model, 

e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e s o f t h e a c c u l t u r a t i o n s i t u a t i o n , 

t h e i r o p e r a t i o n and consequences, and t h e r e a c t i o n s t o 

them have been o u t l i n e d . The model works as a d e v i c e 

f o r d i r e c t i n g a t t e n t i o n and f o r o r d e r i n g d a t a w h i c h 

m i g h t o t h e r w i s e be o v e r l o o k e d o r c a s t i n t o a h i s t o r i c a l 
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n a r r a t i v e . F o s t e r ' s model i s u s e f u l and t h e c o n c e p t s 
o f " s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n " and " c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n " a r e s u f ­
f i c i e n t l y open ended t h a t t h e y can be t e s t e d i n a 
number o f s i t u a t i o n s . Repeated t e s t i n g may r e v e a l a 
s e r i e s o f r e g u l a r e v e n t s o c c u r r i n g d u r i n g a c c u l t u r a t i o n , 
o r p erhaps a number o f l i m i t e d and p r e d i c t a b l e t y p e s o f 
a c c u l t u r a t i o n e x p e r i e n c e . When a c c u l t u r a t i o n becomes 
d e f i n e d i n t h a t way, a s i g n i f i c a n t achievement t o w a r d 
t h e s y s t e m a t i c o r d e r i n g o f s o c i a l t h e o r y w i l l have 
been made. 



NOTES 

" I t has o f t e n been s a i d t h a t h i s t o r y i s o f no 
p r a c t i c a l v a l u e f o r t h e s t u d y o f c o n t e m p o r a r y s o c i a l 
p r o b l e m s , t h a t i t c o n s i s t s o f no more t h a n names and 
d a t e s t o g e t h e r w i t h vague and d e b a t a b l e m o r a l i z i n g . 
We do n o t deny t h a t t h i s i s t r u e o f s o - c a l l e d h i s t o r y 
w h i c h t r e a t s o n l y o f heroes and b a t t l e s . But t h e r e 
i s a n o t h e r k i n d o f h i s t o r y t h a t , a l t h o u g h l e s s l u m i n o u s 
s p e c t a c u l a r , and e x c i t i n g , i s d e d i c a t e d t o e l u c i d a t i n g 
t h e f a c t o r s t h a t have d e t e r m i n e d and s t i l l d e t e r m i n e 
t h e development o f communities and p e o p l e s . T h i s 
h i s t o r y e x p l a i n s c e r t a i n f a c t s o f economics t h a t 
p r e v i o u s l y seemed due t o chance o r t o t h e m y s t e r i o u s 
p l a y o f h i d d e n f o r c e s beyond man's c o n t r o l . I t 
f u r n i s h e s man w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h e n a b l e s him t o 
i n t e r v e n e by c h o i c e , w i t h knowledge and f o r e s i g h t , 
i n t h e course o f e v e n t s t h a t may reshape s o c i e t i e s 
and a l t e r t h e i r d e s t i n i e s " ( G u e r r a y Sanchez 19 6 4 : 4 - 5 ) . 

On t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f t h e s m a l l f a r m e r by cheap s l a v e 
l a b o r , Guerra y Sanchez (1964:15-16) r e m a r k s : " I t s 
cause was p u r e l y s o c i a l and economic: t h e d e s t r u c t i o n 
o f t h e s m a l l h o l d i n g by t h e sugar l a t i f u n d i u m and t h e 
consequent e m i g r a t i o n o f an a c t i v e , e n t e r p r i s i n g 
s o c i a l c l a s s w h i c h l e f t v o l u n t a r i l y i n o r d e r t o escape 
t h e hunger and t h e l o w e r s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g b r o u g h t 
a b o u t by l a c k o f work. A c t u a l l y , i t was n o t t h e 
A n t i l l e a n c l i m a t e t h a t drove o u t the w h i t e s , b u t t h e 
c a p i t a l i s t sugar i n d u s t r y w h i c h , i n i t s s e a r c h f o r 
u n l i m i t e d p r o f i t s , d i d away w i t h t h e s m a l l h o l d i n g 
and changed young, r o b u s t , s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g c o m munities 
i n t o mere workshops, where l o w - p r i c e d l a b o r was 
e x p l o i t e d f o r t h e e x c l u s i v e b e n e f i t o f d i s t a n t commer­
c i a l and b a n k i n g c e n t e r s . " 

* I n r e f e r r i n g t o t h e Dutch and E n g l i s h , Max Weber 
(1927) n o t e s t h a t " t h e c a p i t a l i s t i c c o l o n i e s r e g u l a r l y 
d e v e l o p e d i n t o p l a n t a t i o n s " ( 2 9 9 ) . C a p i t a l i s m depends 
on mass market demand, the r a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f 
l a b o r , and p r o d u c t i o n t e c h n i q u e s w h i c h o p e r a t e a t a 
minimum c o s t t o t h e c a p i t a l i s t . However, " i n t h e l a s t 
r e s o r t t h e f a c t o r w h i c h produced c a p i t a l i s m i s t h e 
r a t i o n a l permanent e n t e r p r i s e , r a t i o n a l a c c o u n t i n g . 
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r a t i o n a l t e c h n o l o g y and r a t i o n a l law, b u t a g a i n n o t 
t h e s e a l o n e . Necessary complementary f a c t o r s were 
t h e r a t i o n a l s p i r i t , t h e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f t h e 
c o n d u c t o f l i f e i n g e n e r a l , and a r a t i o n a l i s t i c 
economic e t h i c " ( 3 5 4 ) . 

' F o s t e r ' s (1960:11) use o f t h e word " c h o i c e " i n de­
s c r i b i n g t h e conquest c u l t u r e — " t h r o u g h t h i s p r o c e s s 
a c h o i c e i s made f r o m t h e t o t a l i t y o f f o r m s f o u n d i n 
a dominant, c o n q u e r i n g donor c u l t u r e " — i s s i g n i f i c a n t . 
A l t h o u g h we r e f e r t o conquest c u l t u r e as an e n t i t y , 
t h i s by no means c o n f e r s upon i t a power o r dynamis o f 
i t s own. Conquest c u l t u r e i s c a r r i e d by i n d i v i d u a l s 
who make c h o i c e s and t h e r e b y b r i n g i t i n t o b e i n g . I t 
i s an a b s t r a c t i o n i n t h e i r heads and, f o r a n a l y t i c a l 
p u r p o s e s , i n o u r s . 

"As l a t e as 1846 t h e Governor o f Jamaica n o t e d t h a t 
t h e s l a v e p r o d u c t i o n system r e s t e d "on t h e h y p o t h e s i s , 
e x p r e s s e d or u n d e r s t o o d , t h a t t h e system o f husbandry 
e s t a b l i s h e d d u r i n g s l a v e r y was alone s u i t e d t o t r o p i c a l 
c u l t i v a t i o n " ( W i l l i a m s 1951:14?). Note t h e i n c l u s i o n 
o f s l a v e s i n t h e t e r m "husbandry." The s l a v e was 
c l e a r l y n o t a f u l l human b e i n g b u t a u n i t o f expendable 
e n e r g y . 

'Nieboer (1910:385) r e f e r s t o a c o n d i t i o n o f "open" 
and " c l o s e d " r e s o u r c e s : " o n l y amofag p e o p l e w i t h open 
r e s o u r c e s can s l a v e r y and s e r f d o m e x i s t , whereas 
f r e e l a b o r e r s dependent on wages are o n l y f o u n d among 
p e o p l e s w i t h c l o s e d r e s o u r c e s . " He makes i t a g e n e r a l 
r u l e t h a t " s l a v e r y , as an i n d u s t r i a l s y s t e m , i s n o t 
l i k e l y t o e x i s t where s u b s i s t e n c e depends upon m a t e r i a l 
r e s o u r c e s w h i c h are p r e s e n t i n l i m i t e d q u a n t i t y " ( 3 8 4 ) . 

' W r i t i n g o f h i s t r a v e l s i n t h e West I n d i e s l a t e i n t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , Froude (1892) n o t e s t h e k i n d n e s s o f 
t h e e a r l y B r i t i s h p l a n t e r who had c a r e d " a t l e a s t as 
much [ f o r h i s s l a v e s ] as he c a r e d f o r h i s cows and 
h i s h o r s e s " ( 8 0 ) . "Under the r u l e o f E n g l a n d i n t h e s e 
i s l a n d s t h e two m i l l i o n o f t h e s e poor [ n e g r o ] b r o t h e r s -
i n - l a w o f ours are the most p e r f e c t l y c o n t e n t e d 
specimens o f t h e human ra c e t o be f o u n d upon t h e 
p l a n e t ( 7 9 ) . . . • under t h e b e n e f i c e n t d e s p o t i s m o f 
t h e E n g l i s h Government, w h i c h knows no d i f f e r e n c e o f 
c o l o u r and p e r m i t s no o p p r e s s i o n , t h e y can s l e e p , 
l o u n g e , and l a u g h away t h e i r l i v e s as t h e y p l e a s e , 
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f e a r i n g no danger 1 1 ( 8 0 ) . S l a v e r y i n some o f i t s 
a s p e c t s was c e r t a i n l y c r u e l " y e t n e v e r t h e l e s s , when 
we c o n s i d e r what t h e l o t o f common h u m a n i t y has been 
and i s , we s h a l l be d i s h o n e s t i f we deny t h a t t h e 
b a l a n c e has been more t h a n r e d r e s s e d ; and t h e negroes 
who were t a k e n away out o f A f r i c a , as compared w i t h 
t h o s e who were l e f t a t home, were as t h e ' e l e c t t o 
s a l v a t i o n , ' who a f t e r a b r i e f p u r g a t o r y a r e s e c u r e d 
an e t e r n i t y o f b l e s s e d n e s s . The one c o n d i t i o n i s t h e 
maintenance o f t h e a u t h o r i t y o f the E n g l i s h crown" 
( 8 l ) . The myth o f t h e "white man's b u r d e n " and o f 
Anglo-Saxon s u p e r i o r i t y c o u l d h a r d l y be more b a l d l y 
p u t . 
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