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Foreword 

The suggestion for this thesis grew out- of a course in 

"The Novel" taken by the writer. at this universityt under 

the instruction of Prof. J. R. Taylor. In connection with 

this course, "The Last of the Mahicans" was re-read. Tbe 

picture of the Indian as presented by Fenimore Cooper, in 

the.t book, made such a vivid impression on the reader, that 

a desire to know how the author had treated the Indisn in 

his other novels dealing with Ihdian life, resulted in this 

investigation. 

Critics have, ever since the first appearance of these 

novels, debated to what extent the redman, as drawn by Cooper, 

is true to life, and to what extent he is romanticized. 

Some of these criticisms have apparently failed to consider 

all of the material presented • 

.As far as the writer knows, there has been no attempt 

to collect and organize the material relating to Indians in 

these novels. Readers are generally acg_uainted with most of 

The Leatherstooki.ng Tales, lmut "Wyandotte," "Oak Openings~ 

"The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish," and others, are less known. 

The objec~ of this study is an attempt to present, as 

far as possible, by actual g_uotation or paraphrase. the 

char1cter and customs of the Indian as portrayed in the novels 

of James Fenimore Cooper. 
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Introduction 

The tribes and tribal names or the North American 

Indian are so numerous that any satisfactory discussion of 

them must be preceded by a designation of the particular 

groups in question. This is especially true of the study 

of the Indians in the novels of James Fenimore Cooper, be-

cause he not only differentiates between the several tribes 

but also refers to them by the nicknames bestowed upon them 

by their enemies, as well as by the different aboriginal 

names ot their tribe, clan, or confederacy. 

As might be expected, the author, in several passages 

throughout the novels, explains , for the benef1 t 'of the 

reader, the origin and names of practically all of the groups 

mentioned. In all cases of doubt in this: matter, the state-

ments about Indians which are not taken from the novels are 

based on the admirable "Handbook of American Indians North 

of Mexico", edited by F. w. Hodge, and listed in the bibli-

ography accompanying this thesis. 

The foll01'11ng citation from "The Pioneers" fUrnishes 

much of the tribal explanation necessary for a .thorough ap-

preciation of the novels in question. 

"Before the Europeans, or to use a more significant 
term, the Christians, dispolrd the original owners of the 
soil, all that section of th country which contains the 
New England States, and those of the Middle which lie east 
of tlm mountains, was occupied by two great nations of: 
Indians, from whom had descended numberless tribes. 

"These two great divisions consisted, on the one side, 
of Five, or as they were afterwards called, the Six 
Nations, and their allies; and, on the other, of the Lenni 
Lenope, or Delawares, with tl'm numerous and powerful tribes 
that owned that nation as their grandfather. The former 
was generally called by the Anglo-Americans, Iroquois or 
the Six Nations, and sometimes Mingoes. Their appelation, 
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among their rivals, seems generally to have been the 
Meng:\¥8, or Maqua. They consisted of the tribes or 
as their allies were fond of asserting, in order to 
raise their consequence, of the several nations of the 
Mohawks, the Oneidas, the Onondagas, Cayugas, and 
Senecas; who ranked, in the Confederation, in the order 
in which they are named. The Tusoaroras were admitted 
to this union near a century after its formation, and 
thus completed tte number of six. 

"Of the Lenni Lenape, or as they were called by the 
whites, from the circumstances of their holding their 
great Council-fire on the banks of that river, the Dela-
ware Nation, the principal tribes, besides that which 
bore the generic name, were the Mahioanni, Mahicans, or 
lelilttgeea. o:r these the latter hel.d the country along
the waters of the Chesapeake and the seashore; while the 
Mohegans occupied the district between the Hudson and 
·the ocean, including much ot New England. "l 

To the above mentioned tribes must be added the Wyan-

dots or Hurons of tJ:B Iroquoian Family. One of the novels 

talces 1 ts name from a member of this tribe. 

In "The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish", dealing with the puri-

tan in New England and King Phillip's War, the Massacheu-

setts, the Wamponoags, and Narragansetts are the principal 

tribes. These are all members of the Algonquin Family, a 

linguistic stock, to which the Delaware belong. 

In "Oak Openings", the :principal scenes of which are 

laid in the middle west, the following Algonquin tribes 

figure: the Chippewa, the Ottawa, the Pottawattami, the 

Nenominee, and Saos,-known also as the Ojebway nation. 

Finally, in "The Prairie" we deal with the Pawnee 

Loup of the Algonquin Fam.il.y and with the Daootan or Siou-

an Family, the principal tribes of which are the Teton, 

Konza, Osage, Omaha, ~uapaw, and Ponza. 

1. Cooper: The Pioneers, p-77-78 



In period of time the incidents of these novels take 

place from around the Middle of the seventeenth century 

through the beginning of the nineteenth. Many of the 

stories are linked up with our Revolutionary War. 



1.  

THE INDIAN CHIEF 

Chief Mahtoree, with the idea that he had embraced all the 

gradations of human excellenee, from the highest to the lowest, 

says, in conversation with Leathe rstocking, "The Master of life 
1 

has made chiefs, and warriors, and women. " 

We shall begin our discussion with the chiefs. 

I Types, Number, and Authority 

In the following illuminating passage from ~The Deerslayer," 

Cooper explains the kind and number of chiefs commonly found among 

the Indians of North .America: 

"As was not unusual among the tribes and wondering bands of 
aborigines, two chiefs shared, in nearly equal degrees, the 
principal and primitive authority that was wielded over these 
children of the forest. There were several who might claim 
the distinction of being chief men, but the two in question 
were so much superior to all the rest in influence, that, 
when they agreed, no one disputed their mandates; and when 
they were divided, the band hesitated, like men who had lost 
their governing principle of action. It was also in confor-
mity with practice--perhaps we might add in conformity with 
nature, that one of the chiefs was indebted to his mind for 
his influence, whereas the other owed his distinction alto-
gether to qualities that were physical. One was a senior, 
well-known for eloquence in debate, wisdom in counctl, and 
prudence in measures; While his great competitor, if not his 
rival, was a brave, distinguished in war, notorious for fero-
city, and remarkable in the way of intellect, for nothing but 
the cunning and expedients of the warpath."2 

The chiefs, then, held the highest political office among the 

Indians. The government, however, was not despotic. Heredity ex-

erted influence, but, as might be expected from a people who placed 

so much stress upon physical fitness and individual prowess, per-

sonal qualifications were more significant. In the following para-

graph Cooper accounts for the titles of king and prince among them. 

1. Cooper: The Prair!e ,),•240 , 
2. Ibid : th.I D&ftSli2iY&sJ:~;,p-5tai~509 _. 
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" •.•..••• it is well known that little which could be 
called monarchial or despotic, entered into the politics 
of the North .American tribes, although the first colonists, 
bringing with them to this hemisphere the notions &nd 
opinions of their own countries often dignified the chief 
men of those tribes with the titles of kings and princes. 
Hereditary influence did certainly exist; but there is 
much reason to believe it existed rather as a aonsequence 
o:1f hereditary merit and acquired qualifications than as a 
birthright."l 

The following passage is even more emphatio on this point 

of heredity vs. personal qualifications as the basis for the 

authority of chiefs. 

"The authority of an Indian chief is far from despotic,
and though there is reason to think it is often aided, 
if not gene rated, by the accidental causes of birth and 
descent, it receives its main support in the personal
qualities of him who rules."2 

:More frequently than otherwise, the daring and wisdom of 

the father was to be seen also in the son. At any rate, a 

successful or renowned chief was always able to oope with the 

savage humors and rankling desire for vengeance in the boldest 

of his subalterns. The most powerful ohief, however, main-

tained hia authority only by constant appeal to the opinions 

of his inferiors. 

The Indians held their chiefs in great respect, but they 

were rarely if ever· allowed to trespass on any important rights 

of the tribe. Of this Cooper says: 

"Doubtless they have after a fashion their own demagogues
and Caesars, but they are usu.ally kept within moderate 
limits; and in rare instances, indeed, do either ever 
seriously trespass on the rights of the tribe. As human 
nature is evezywhere the same. it is not to be supposed
that pure just iae prevails even among savages; but one 
thing would seem to be certain, that. all over the ffllrld, 
man in his simplest and wildest state is more apt to 

l. Cooper: itiie Deerslayer. p-533 
2. Cooper: The Wept of Wish-tan-Wish, p-332 
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respect his own ordinances t:r1an when living in what is 
deemed a condition of high civilization."1 

The ohiefs then ' were men of vastly superior endowments as 

compared with the rest of the tribe. Rivenoak, a chief who 

appears in "The Deerslayer," had no hereditary claims--having 

risen to consideration purely by tne force of talents, sagacity, 

and, as Bacon expresses it, in relation to all distinguished 

statesmen, 'by a union of great and mean qualities'; ••••.••...• 

"Next to arms, eloquence offers the great avenue· to popular
favor, 'Whether it be in civilized or savage life; and Riven-
oak had ~uooeeded, as so many have succeeded before him, 
quite as uoh rendering fallacies acceptable to his listen-
ers, as any profound or learned expositions of truth, or 
the accuracy of logia. Nevertheless, he had influence; and 
was far f~om being altogether without just claims to its · 
possession. Like most men who reason more than they feel, 
the Huron was not addicted to the indulgence of the mere 
ferocious passions of his people: he had been commot:1.ly
found on the side of mercy, in all the scenes of vindictive 
torture and revenge that had occurred in his tribe, since 
his own attainment to power. "2 

It is interesting and commendable that Cooper ~lwaya con-

aiders his "red men" humans, and takes many occasions to point 

out, as in the above passage, the similarity between parts of 

their behavior and that of more civilized peoples. 

In many instances the chiefs had enjoyed superior advantages 

of contact w.i th members of the colonists and for this reason, too, 

they were in advance of their own people. This was true of Ohing-

achgook, of Mahatoree, of Conanohet, and others. 

We shall see that, in general, the ohiefs took the responsi-

bilility of leadership of their people seriously, and usually bore 

themselves with dignity and gravity. 11.s might be expected, they 

invariably showed coolness in confusion; were not so readily the 

victims of superstitions or incredible beliefs as their followers. 

l. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-112
2. Ibid: The Deersla.yer, p-533 
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They deplored the use of "firewater" among their people, and 

were interested in learning new ways of helping them. How-

ever, when such superior powers were used for selfish or sin-

ister motives by the unprincipled among them, t: he results 

were doubly atrocious. 
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II The Council 

It is in the councils held by the chiefs for transacting 

their business that we may see more clearly what their dutiest 

personalities, and relationships were. Numerous examples are 

given in the novels of both formal and informal councils--

when only a :few persons gathered, to oooaeions when the nation 

was assembled to decide upon, or to investigate some issue. 

The manner of conducting each is practically the same: a 

council-fire is lighted and a pipe is generally smoked; the 

proceedings are deliberate and marked by great solemnity, dig-

nity and decorum; great deference is paid to the age and rank 

of the participants; when the occasion demands it, all of the 

eloquence and political maneuvers known to the chiefs are ex-

ercised in their effort to carry their points. The oldest 

women of the tribes were frequently privileged to sit in on 

these proceedings, and when a council of the nation was called, 

men, women, and children attended. 

On The Trail 

We shall begin With a council that is marked by simplicity, 

but which is typical of those frequently held at any ·time or 

place when some decision is necessary for further action. The 

occasion for this deliberation was in order to decide what trail 

should be ta.ken in the rescue of the daughters of Colonel Munro. 

The warriors, with Hawkeye, t oak their seats with much 

gravity and decorum, within the curl of the smoke of the fire, 

which had been replenished. 
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"After a short and impressive pause, Chingachgook lighted 
a pipe whose bowl was curiously carved in one of the soft 
stones of the country, and whose stem was a tube of wood, 
and commenced smoking. When he had inhaled enough of the 
fragrance of the soothing weed, he passed the instrUlllent 
into the hands of the scout:. · In this manner the pipe had 
made its round several times, amid the most profound sl-
lence, before either of the party opened his lips.· Then 
the saga.more, as the oldest and highest in rank, in a few 
calm and dignified words proposed the subjeot for deliber-
ation. He was answered by the scout; and Chingaohgook re-
joined, when the other objected to his opinions. But the· 
youthful Unoas continued a silent and respectful listener, 
until Hawkeye in complaisance demanded his opinion •• 

• ~ • • • ' • 4 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

"Notwithstanding the increasing warmth of the amicable con-
test, the most deoorous Christian assembly, not even ex-
cepting those in which its reverend ministers are collected, 
might h~ve learned a wholesome lesson of moderation from 
the forbearance and courtesy of the disputants. The words 
of Unaas were received with the same deep attention as those 
which fell from the maturer wisdom of his father; and, so 
far from manifesting any impatience, neither spoke in reply t 
until a few moments of silent meditation were, seemingly,
bestowed in deliberating on what had already been said. 

. . . ..... . . . . ........ . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . ..... . . .  
"The instant the matter in discussion was decided, the de-
bate and everything connected with it, except the result, 
appeared to be forgotten."1 

I 
l. Cooper: The La.st of the Mahicans" p-220-22

' 



In a Tribe 

A somewhat different pioture is presented in "The Prairie" 

of a council held by the i'etons under their chief, Mahtoree, to 

deoide upon the fate of some prisoners taken in warfare. There 

is much division of opinion as to what shall be done with the 

captives who consist of a renowned young ohief of an enemy tribe, 

two "pale-face" men by the names of Middleton and :Paul with the 

bride and sweetheart respectively. of these men, a medicine man 

of the palefaces called Obed, and the old trapper. 

In this instance we are introduced to a powerful chief who 

did not hesitate to use his great influence for carrying out his 

own selfish purposes. He had fallen in love with the surpassing 

loveliness of the "pale-face" bride of Middleton, and the deter-

mination to secure her for himself influenced all of his plans 

and actions on behalf of his tribe. The author explains that he 

had had just enough contact with the traders and troopers of 

Canada to unsettle many of his e1rn wild opinions, which were his 

birthright, without perhaps substituting any others of a definite 

enough nature to be profitable. Flis reasoning was subtle and 

audacious, rather than truthful and profound. 

"Like thousands of more enlightened beings who fancy they are 
able to go through the trials of human existence without any
other support than their own resolutions, his morals were 
accommodating and his motives selfish. n1 

This personal desire on the part of Mahtoree was not likely to be 

displeasing nor necessarily detrimental to the tribe. It explains, 

1. Cooper. The Prairie, p-319 



however, his situation in the proceedings which follow. 

"A fierce and savage joy had existed in the camp, from the 
instant when it had been announced that their own chief 
was returning with the long-dreaded and hated partisan of 
their enemies. For many hours the crones of the tribe had 
been going from lodge to lodge, in order to stimulate the 
tempers of the warriors to such a pass as might leave but 
little room for mercy. To one they spoke of a son whose 
scalp was drying in the smoke of a Pawnee lodge. To 
another, they enumerated his own scars, his disgraces, and 
defeats; with a third, they dwelt on his losses of skins 
and horses; and a fourth was reminded of vengeance by a 
significant question concerning some flagrant adventure in 
which he was known to have been a sufferer. "l. 

These means used by the old women of the tribe excited the 

men sufficiently to cause them to assemble in groups according 

to their deeds and reputations, for a discussion of the matter. 

Anyone approaching the lodges could readily observe that some 

event of more interest than usual was about to take place. Not 

only had the old crones clustered together, but every Indian 

boy, who was old enough to understand the significance of the 

council manifested the most intense interest. 

"They who were of that equivocal age which admitted them 
to the hunts, while their discretion was still too doubt-
ful to permit them to be trusted on the warpath, hung
around the skirts of the whole, catching from the fierce 
models before them that gravity of demeanor and restraint 
of manner which in time was to become so deeply ingrafted
in their own characters. A few of the still older class, 
and who had heard the whoop in anger, were a little more 
presuming, pressing higher to the chiefs, though far from 
presuming to mingle in their councils, sufficiently dis-
tinguished by being permitted to.catch the wisdom which 
fell from lips so venerated. The ordinary warriors of the 
band were still less diffident, not hesitating to mingle 
among the chiefs of lesser note, though far from assuming
the right to dispute the sentiments of any established 
brave, or to call in question the prudence of measures 
that were recommended by the more gifted counsellors of 
the nation. "2 

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-332-3 
2. Ibid, p-301-2 
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The follo'W.i.ng description of the chiefs is particularly 

interesting because it defines more olearly the distinctions 

between the two classes and the characteristics of each. 

Mahtoree, their acknowledged leader, who possessed in a rare 

combination, the qualities of both groups, is conspicuous 

among them. 

".Among the chiefs themselves there was a singular com-
pound of exterior. They were divided into two classes: 
those who were mainly indebted for their influence to 
physical causes and to deeds in arms, and those Who had 
become distinguished rather for their wisdom than for 
their services in the field. The former were by far the 
most numerous and most important.class. They were men 
of stature and mien, whose stern countenances were ren-
dered doubly imposing by those evidences of their valor 
which had been roughly traced on their lineaments by the 
hands of their enemies. The class which had gained its 
influence by a moral ascendency was extremely limtted. 
They were uniformly to be distinguished by the quick and 
lively expression of their eyes, by the air of distrust 
that marked their movements, and occasionally by the 
vehemence of their utterance in those sudden outbreakings
of the mind by which their present consultations were 
from time to time distinguished. 

"In the very center of the ring formed by these chosen 
counsellors was to be seen the person of the disquited
but seemingly calm Mahtoree. There was a conjunction of 
all the several qualities of the others in his person
and character. Mind as well as matter had contributed 
to establish his authority. His scars were as numerous 
and deep as those of the whitest heads in his nation; 
his limbs were in their greatest vigor; his courage at 
its fullest height. Endowed with this rare combination 
of moral and physical influence, the keenest eye in all 
that assembly was want to lower before his threatening
glance. Courage and cunning had established his ascen-
dency, and it had been rendered in some degree sacred 
by time. He knew so well how to unite the powers of 
reason and force, that, in a state of society which ad-
mitted of greater display of his energies, the Teton 
would in all probability have become a conqueror and a 
despot." 1 

l. Cooper: The Prairie, p-302 
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Mahtoree had suspended the discussions in order to ascer-

tain how far the execution of the prisoners might propitiate 

or retard his own particular views. Up to this point the con-

sultations had been merely preliminary. A variety of opinions 

still prevailed, but each chief had discovered how many sup-

porters were of his own particular views. The moment for the 

formal council of the tribe had now arrived, and preparations 

were made for this momentous occasion with great dignity and 

solemnity. 

"With a refinement in cruelty that none but an Indian would 
have imagined, the place selected for the grave deliber-
ation was immediately about the post to whieh the most im-
portant of its subjects was attached. Middleton and Paul 
were brought in their bonds, and laid at the feet of the 
Pawnee; then the men began to take their places; according 
to their several claims to distinction • .As warrior after 
warrior approached, he seated himself in the wide circle 
with a mien as composed and thoughtful as if his mind were 
actually in a condition to deal out justice, tempered, as 
it spould be, with the heavenly quality of mercy. A place 
was reserved for three or four of the principal chiefs; 
and a few of the oldest of the women, as withered as age, 
exposure, hardships, and lives of savage passions could 
make them, thrust themselves into the foremost circle with 
a temerity to which they were impelled by their insatiable 
desire for cruelty, and which nothing but their years and 
their long-tried fidelity to the nation could have excused. 

"All, but the chiefs already named, were now in their 
places. These had delayed their appearance, in the vain 
hope that their own unaminity might smooth the way to that 
of their respective factions; for, notwithstanding the super-
ior influence of 1rahtoree, his power was to be maintained 
only by constant appeals to the opinions of his inferiors. 
As these important pe:csonages at length entered the circle 
in a body, their sullen looks and clouded brows, notwith-
standing the time given for consultation, sufficiently pro-
claimed the discontent which reigned among them. The eye
of Mahtoree was varying in its expression, from sudden 
gleams, that seemed to kindle with the burning impulses of 
his soul, to that cold and guarded steadiness which was 
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thought more peculiarly to become a chief in council. He 
took his seat with the studied simplicity of a demagogue; 
though the keen and flashing glance that he immediately
threw around the silent assembly betrayed the more pre-
dominant temper of a tyrant • rr1 

This very vivid and detailed description of the proceed-

ings and participants of this council exposes its innermost 

workings. One is reminded of the most astute political gather-

ing among people of the highest civilization. Tradition and 

experience had taught these wily chiefs many of the fine points 

of governmental control. 

The speeches of the chiefs following the formal opening of 

this council not only reveal the character, motives, and ideas 

of the respective speakers, but also shed light on their customs 

and language. The account continues: 

"When all were present an aged warrior lighted the great 
pipe of his people, and blew the smoke toward the four 
quarters of the heavens. s·o soon as.. this propitiatory 
offering was made, he tendered it to Mahtoreet who, in af-
fected humility, passed it to a gray-bearded chief by his 
side. After the influence of the soothing weed had been 
courted by all, a grave silence succeeded, as if each was 
not only qualified to, but actually did, think more deeply 
on the matters before them. Then an old Indian arose and 
spoke as follows: 

"' The eagle, at the falls of the endless river, was in its 
egg, many snows after my hand had struck a Pawnee. What 
my tongue says, my eyes have seen. Bohracheena is very
old. The hills have stood longer in their places than he 
has been in his tribe, and the rivers were full and empty 
be£ore he was born; but where is the Sioux that knows it 
besides himself? What he says, they will hear. If any of 
his words fall to the ground they will pick them up and 
hold them to their ears. If any blow away in the wind, 
my young men who are very nimble will oatoh them. Now 
listen. Since water ran and trees grew. the Sioux has 
found the Pawnee on his warpath • .As the oougar loves the 
antelope, the Dahcotah loves his enemy. When the wolf 

1 .. Cooper: The Prairie,p-333-4 
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finds the fawn. does he lie down. and 
ther sees the doe at the spring does 
He drinks, too; but it is of blood! 
panther, a Pawnee a trembling deer. 
me. They will find my words good. 

sleep? When the pan-
he shut his eyes?
A Sioux is a leaping
Let my chiliren hear 

I have spoken.' 

"A deep gutteral exclamation of assent broke from the lips
of all the partisans of Mahtoree, as they listened to this 
sanguinary advice from one who was certainly among the most 
aged of the nation. That deeply seated love of vengeance,
which formed so prominent a feature in their characters, 
was gratified by his metaphorical allusions; and the chief 
himself a.ugered favorably of the success of his own schemes, 
by the number of supporters who manifested themselves to 
be in favor of the counsels of his friend. But still unami-
nity was far from prevailing. A long and decorous pause 
was suffered to succeed the words of the first speaker, in 
order that all might duly deliberate on their wisdom, be-
fore another chief took on himself the office of refutation. 
The second orat.o:r, though past the prime o:f his days, was 
far less aged than the one who had preceded him. He felt 
the disadvantage of this circumstance, and endeavored to 
counteract it, as far as possible, by the excess of his 
humility. 

"I am but an infant, "he commenced, looking furtively
around him in order to detect how far his well~established 
character for prudence and courage contradicted his asser-
tions. "I have lived with the women since my father has 
be~n a man. If my head is getting gray, it is not because 
I am old. Some of the snow which fell on it while I have 
been sleeping on the warpaths have frozen there, and the 
hot sun near the Osage villages has not been strong enough 
to melt it.' A low murmur was heard, expressive of admir-
ation of the services to which he thus artfully alluded. 
The orator modestly awaited for the feeling to subside a 
little, and then he continued, with increasing energy,
encouraged by their commendations: 'But the eyes of a young 
brave are good. He can see very far. He is a lynx. Look 
at me well. I wfll now turn my back, that you may see both 
sides of me. Now do you know I am your friend for you look 
on a part that a Pawnee never saw. Now look at my faoe---
not in this seam, for there your eyes can never see into my 
spirit. It is a hole out by Konza. But here is an opening
made by the Wahcotah, (Great Spirit) through which you may 
look into the soul. What am I? A Dacotah within and with-
out. You know it. Therefore hear me. The blood of every 
creature on the prairie is red. Who can tell the spot
where a Pawnee was struck from the place where my young 
men took a bison? It is of the same color. The Mast~rt of 
Life made them for each other. He made them alike. Bu 
will the grass grow green where a pale-face is killed? my 
young men must not think that nation so numerous that it 
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Will not miss a warrior. They call them over often, and 
say, 'where are my sons?' If they miss one they will 
send into the prairies to look for him. If they cannot 
find him they will tell their runners to ask for him 
among the Sioux. My brethren, the Big-knives are not 
fools. There is a mighty medicine of their nation now 
among us; who can tell how loud is his voice, or how long
his arms?.... . • ••.••• "l 

The speech of this orator, who had shown his superstitious 

beliefs and fear of the white man, was cut short just as he was 

beginning to enter his subject with warmth. The impatient Mah-

toree arose suddenly and ordered, in a voice mingled with con-

tempt and irony, that the evil spirit of the pale-faces he brought 

forth so that the speaker might see this medicine. 

"A death-like a.nd solemn stillness succeeded this extra-
ordinary interrupt.ion. It not only involved a deep offense 
against the sacred courtesy of debate, but the mandate was 
likely to brave the unknown power of one of those incompre-
hensible beings whom few Indians were enlightened enough at 
that day to regard without reverence, or few hardy enough 
to oppose. "2 

Mahtoree entertained none of these fears. So anxious was 

he that the prisoners, with the possible exception of the trapper, 

whose age he respected, be put to death that he had defied con-

ventional rules in this manner. Moreover, he had anticipated 

just such a reaction to the medicine-man on the part of many of 

his associates and had ordered that Obed be deprived of his regu-

lar apparel and be dressed and painted most fantastically in 

Indian style, witp the idea of making him appear ridiculous. The 

said Obed even wore a scalp-lock, and from conspicuous parts of 

his body were hung frogs, lizzards, toads, and butterflies, em-

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-334-5-6 
2. Ibid, p-336 
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blems in mockery of his profession. With the exception of the 

more intelligent chiefs, his appearance was regarded with secret 

awe by most of the band in spite of this ridiculous attire. A 

brief interruption was followed by another period of motionl~ss 

silence. 

"Then M.ahtoree arose,. evidently prepared to speak. First 
placing himself in an attitude of dignity, he turned a 
steady and severe look on the whole assembly. The expres-
sion of his eye, however, changed as it glanced aoross the 
different countenances of his supporters and of his oppo-
nents. To the former, the look, though stern, was not 
threatening, while 1t aeemed to tell the latter all the 
hazards they incurred, in daring to brave the resentment 
of one so powerful.. 

"Still, in the midst of so much "hanteur" and confidence, 
the sagaoity and cunning of the Teton did not deseJrt him. 
When he had thrown the gauntlet, as it were, to the whole 
tribe, and sufficiently asserted his claim to superiority, 
his mien beoame more affable and his eye less angry. Then 
it was that he raised his voice, in the midst of a death-
like stillness, varying its tones to suit the changing 
character of his images and of his eloquence. 

"What 1s a Sioux? the ohief sagaciously began. "He is 
the rul.e:r of the prairies, and master of its beasts. The 
:fishes in the "river of the troubled waters" know him, and 
come at his call. He is a fox in council, an eagle in 
sight, a grizzly bear in combat. A Da.aotah is a man!" 

"After waiting for the low murmur of approbatinn which 
followed this flattering portrait of hts people to subside, 
the Teton continued: 

"What ia a Pa11nee? A thief, who only steals :from women; a 
red-skin who is not a brave; a hunter that begs for venison. 
In council he is a squirrel, hopping from place to place, 
he is an owl. that goes on the prairie at night; in battle 
he is an elk, whose legs are long. A l?awnee is a woman.", 

.Another pause was fallowed by a yell of delight and a de-

mand was made that these taunting words should be translated 

1. Cooper: The Prairie, pp-341-2 
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into Pawnee language for the captive's benefits. This was done 

by the trapper, but the speech produced no visible effect on 

this brave, young chief. One could observe from Mahtoree's ex-

pression how inextinguishable was the hatred he felt towards 

this captive, the only chief, far or near, whose fame might ad-

vantageously be compared with his own. His speech, intended to 

quicken the tempers of his men to work his savage purposes, was 

continued. 

"If the earth was covered with rats which are good for 
nothing," he said, "there would be no room for buffaloes, 
which give food and clothes to an Indian. If the prairies 
were covered with Pawnees, there would be no room for the 
foot of a Decatoh. A Loup is a rat, a Sioux a heavy buf-
falo; let the buffaloes tread upon the rats and make room 
for themselves."l 

It will be observed that in these speeches the orators 

generally gain favor with their audienoes by artfully alluding 

to their own services. They then flatter their listeners with 

eulogies on their own tribe, after which they attempt to con-

vince their hearers of the soundness of their own views on the 

issue in question) by appealing to their weaknesses or prejudices. 

Feeling confident that he had aroused the fury of his fol-

lowers against the young chief sufficiently for the present, 

Mahtoree now directed his attention to the pale-face men whose 

deaths he no doubt contrived primarily as a step toward the 

realization of his own scheme. He began by alluding to the pre-

vi ous speaker. 

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-342 
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"My brothers, a 11 ttle child has spoken to you. He tells 
you his hair is not gray, but frozen; that the grass will 
not grow where a paleface has died! Does he know the 
color of the blood of a Big-knife? No! I know he does 
not; he has never seen it, What Daootah besides Ma.htoree 
has ever struck a pale-face? Not one. But Ma.htoree must 
be silent. Every Teton will shut his ears when he speaks.
The sca~ls over his lodge were taken by the women. They 
were taken by Mahtoree and he as a woman. His mouth is 
shut; he waits for the feasts to sing among the girls!"l 

{As has probably been observed, the term "woman" is among 

the most reproachful or degrading that could be used in connection 

with a warrior or a chief. w:ho disdained the work o:f a woman and 

regarded their duties as being of a vastly superior order. The 

expression, "Big-knife", was one of the names given White men 

in allusion to the weapons used by them.) 

Exolamations of regret and resentment followed this self-

abasement on the part of their great ohief, who took his seat 

as if resolved to speak no mare. So great was the confusion 

that a dissolution of the council seemed probable unless their 

chief came to the rescue,. s·o he arose and resumed his speech 

by changing his manner to that of a warrior bent on revenge. 

Using his deep-toned and stirring voice to its utmost power 

he called the names of the warriors of his tribe who had met 

their deaths at the hands of either a Pawnee or a white man 

in such a cunning and thrilling manner as to affeot all who 

heard him. 

"It was in the midst of one of his highest flights of elo-
quence that, a man, so aged as to walk with the greatest
difficulty, entered the very center of the circle, and 
took his stand directly in front of the speaker. 

l. Cooper: The Prairie,p-342-3 
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....•.•••••••••.••• ~ .The stranger had once been distin~ 
guiahed for his beauty and proportions, as had been his 
eagle eye for its irresistable and terrible glance. But 
his skin was now wrinkled, and his features furrowed ••..• 
The murmurs of "Le Balafre l" that rang through the assem-
bly when he appeared, announoed not only his name and 
the high estimation of his character, but how extraordinary 
his visit was considered. As he neither spoke nor moved, 
however, the sensation created by his appearance soon sub- · 
sided, and then every eye was again turned upon the speaker,
and every ear, once more drank in the intoxication of his 
maddening appeals. "l 

The triumph of Mahtoree was reflected on the countenances 

of his auditors by looks of ferocity and revenge. These were 

followed by bursts of admiration which grew less and less re-

strained. Closing his speech by a rapid appeal to the pride and , 

hardihood of this native band, the Teton, in the height of his 

success, suddenly took his seat. 

It was then that Le Balafre began to speak in a low, feeble, 

and hollow voice, as if' it rolled from the innermost cavities 

of his chest and gathered strength and energy as it broke upon 

the air. 

"The day of Le Balafre is near its end.'' were the first 
words that were distinctly audible. "He is like a buffalo 
on whom the hair will grow no longer. He Will soon be 
ready to leave his lodge, to go in search of another that 
is far from the v1i1ages of the Sioux; therefore, What he 
says has to concern not him but those he lea'1es behind. 
His words are like the fruit on a tree, ripe, and fit to 
be given to chiefs. 

"Many snows have fallen since Le Balafre has been bound 
on the war-path. His blood has been very hot. but now it 
has had time to cool. The Wahcondah gives him dreams a:E' 
war no longer; he sees that it is better to live in peace. 

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-343-4 
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"My brothers, one foot is turned to the happy hunting 
grounds, the other will soon follow, and then an old 
chief will be seen looking for the prints of his 
father's moccasins, that he may make no mistake, but 
be sure to come before the Master of Life by the same 
path as so many good Indians have already travelled. 
But who will follow? Le Balafr6 has no son. His 
oldest has ridden too many Pawnee horses; the bones 
of the youngest have been gnawed by Konza dogs! Le 
Balafre has come to look for a young arm on which he 
may lean, and to find a son, that when he is gone his 
lodge may not be empty ••........• "l 

This old veteran's speech had been calm, but distinct 

and decided. It was his desire to adopt the young Pawnee 

captive as a son for the reasons he had given. His reso-

lution was in strict conformity with the usages of the tribe, 

besides no one presumed to oppose so aged and venerated a 

brave, so that his proposal was listened to in grave and re-

spectful silence. Mahtoree, towards whom many eyes turned, 

was apparently content to await the result of this proposal 

with seeming composure, though the occasional gleams of 

ferocity which played about his eyes betrayed his true feelings 

on the subject. 

By order of Le Balafr6 the young chief was released from 

his post and examined by the old man with evident satisfaction. He 

-· 
1. Cooper: The Prpirie, p-344-5 
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then proposed the question to the youth in the following figu-

r at 1ve language: 

"My son opened his eyes on the 'waters of the wolves', 
..•..•••••but he Will shut them in the bend of· the 'river 
with a troubled stream.' He has born a .Pawnee, but he 
will die a Daootah. Look at me. I am a sycamore that 
onoe covered many with my shadow. The leaves are falled 
and the branohes begin to drop. But a single sucker is 
springing from my roots; it is a little vine, and it winds 
itself about a tree that is green. I have long looked for 
one fit to grovr by my side. Now I have found him. Le 
Balafre is no longer without a son; his name will not be 
forgotten When he is gone. -----Men of the Tetons, I take 
this youth into my lodge. "l 

Although the council dared not dispute a right that had 

been exercised so often by war~iors far inferior to Le Balafre, 

the youth himself had not been consulted. When the moment 

arrived for him to speak it was as follows: 

"My father is very old, but he has not. yet looked upon
everything, •.•.•• He has never seen a buffalo ahanged 
to a bat: he will never see a Pawnee become a Sioux."2 

Le Balafre, instead of being repulsed by thts clear-cut 

and positive refusal,. accepted it, as indicative of the young 

chief's gallantry. He was soon disillusioned. The Pawnee took 

the wrinkled hand of Le Balafre and laid it with reverence on 

his head as if to aoknoW'.l.edge the extent of his obligation. He 

then explained more fully why he would never become a Sioux and 

closed by saying, "When the Tetons see the sun come from the 

Rocky Mountains, and move toward the land of the pale-faces, 

the mind of Hard-Heart (meaning his own) will soften, and his 

spirit will become a Sioux. Until that day he will live and 

die a Pawnee."3 

l. Cooper: The Prairie, p-346 
2. Ibid: p-347 
3. Ibid: p-348 
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This declaration on the part of Hard-heart, :for so he was 

called, was greeted by a yell in which admiration for his fi-

delity to his tribe, and a desire for revenge were mingled • .An. 

attitude assumed shortly afterwards by the Pawnee was miscon-

strued for contempt. Unable to restraih their fury any longer, 

the old crones commenced reviling the captive. The excitement 

soon spread among the inferior warriors but they would not be-

gin without the aonsent of the ohiefs. Mahtoree, who had been 

awaiting ju.st such a movement, shortly gave a signal for the 

tormenting to proceed. Death by torture for the captive men. 

would have been almost certain had not other events interceded. 

In this manner the aounoi1 was dissolved. 

It may be clearly seen that a people possessing such deep-

seated passions for revenge and cruelty as shown in this council 

could only be held in aheck by a chief whom they both respected 

and feared. We have had presented to us in Mahtoree such a 

person. His powerful and authoritative call could arrest the 

actions of his warriors when bent on the most bloody revenge. 
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From a Number of Tribes 

In "Oak Openings" an interesting and picturesque council, 

known as the "Council of the Bottom Land, near to the spring of 

gushing water," was called by the great Onoah, the "Tribeless," 

who had labored to awaken a national spirit among the Indians 

of all tribes with the hope of completely exterminating the en-

oroaohing pale-faces. Cooper ranks him above Tecumthe, and his 

brother the Prophet. In his person united the characters of 

warrior, prophet and councillor, and so great had been his suc-

cess that he deemed his project feasible. For wisdom, eloquence, 

and vengeance on his enemies his followers considered him unsur-

passed. The whites, scattered along the frontier had given him 

the "sobriquetn of "Scalping Peter," but they knew little of his 

career and less of his true character, which was shrouded in 

mystery. 

At this secret council, which was held after midnight, were 

nearly fifty chiefs from different tribes. Its effect upon two 

white men, a corporal and a bee-hunter, who happened to be out at 

that hour and overheard the proceedings, is graphically described 

by the author. They watched with a feeling of awe mingled with 

curiosity the aspects, movements, dress and appearance in general
) 

of these painted warriors. 

"The Indiana already present were not seated. They stood 
in groups, conversing, or stalked across the arena, re-
sembling so many dark and stately speotres. No sound was 
heard among them, a circumstance that added largely to the 
wild and supernatural aspect of the scene. If any spoke, 
it was in a tone so low and gentle as to carry the sound 
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no farther than to the ears that were listening; two never 
spoke at the same time and in the same group, while the 
moccasin permitted no foot-fall to be audible. Nothing
could have been more unearthly than the picture presented 
in that little wood-circled arena of velvet-like grass and 
rural beauty. The ereot, stalking forms, half-naked, if 
not even more; the swarthy skins; the faces fierce in the 
savage oonceits which were intended to strike terror into 
the bosoms of enemies, and the glittering eyes that fairly
sparkled in their midst, all contributed to the oharaoter 
of the scene................................. . ...... . l 

For half an hour no one spoke, coughed, laughed, or ex-

claimed. Suddenly every chief stood still and all faces turned 

in the same direction, as if in expectation of someone. In half 

a minute Onoah, accompanied by a missionary called ?arson .Amen, 

came out of the obscurity and advanced with a dignified and de-

liberate tread to the center of the arena. 

It was by mere chance occurrence that Parson .Amen attended 

this meeting. Onoah had encountered the missionary in the forest 

looking for his two white companions!t and, instead of attempting 

to throw him off, had quietly invited him to join his party. 

Respect for the great chief prevented any manifestations of sur-

prise or discontent at the unexpected appearance of this "medicine-

man of the pale-faces," but his presence was sufficient to change 

the entire course of the proceedings, and inoidently gives the 

reader a deeper insight into the opinions and beliefs of these 

redmen. 

A few of the oldest chiefs approached Peter and conversed 

in iow tones!t after which all of the company seated themselves 

in a circle around the fire, which was replenished with a few dry 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-34?, 
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sticks. The pipes were prepared by two of the younger chiefs. 

"As this smoking was just then more a matter of ceremony
than for any other purpose, a whiff or two sufficed for 
each chief, the smoker passing the pipe to his neighbor 
as soon as he had inhaled a few pu:ffs. The Indians are 
models of propriety in their happiest moods, and every 
one in that dark and menanaing circle was permitted to 
have his turn with the pipe, before any other step was 
taken. There were but two pipes lighted, and mouths 
being numerous, some time was necessary in order to com-
plete this ceremony. Still, no sign of impatience was 
seen, the lowest chief having as much respect paid to his 
feelings, as related to this attention, as the highest.
At length the pipes completed their circuit, even Parson 
.Amen getting, and using his turn, when a dead pause suc-
ceeded. The silence resembled that of a quaker meeting,
and was broken only by the rising of one of the principal
chiefs, evidently about to speak. 

"Brothers of the many tribes of the Ojebways," commenced 
this personage, "the Great Spirit has permitted us to meet 
in council. The Manitou of our fathers is now among these 
oaks, listening to our words and looking in at our hearts. 
Wise Indians will be careful of what they say in suoh a 
presence, and careful of what they think. All should be 
said and thought for the best. We are a scattered nation, 
and the t im.e is come when we must stop in our tracks, or 
travel beyond the sound of each other's cries. If we 
travel beyond the hearing o:f our own people, soon will our 
children learn tongues that Ojebway's ears cannot understand. 
The mother talks to her child and the child learns her words. 
But no child can hear across a great lake. Once we lived 
near the rising sun. Where are we now? Some of our young 
men say they have seen the sun go down in the lakes of the 
sweet water. There oan be no hunting beyond "that" spot;
and if we would live, we must stand still in our tracks. 
How to do this, we have met to consider. 

"Brothers, many wise chiefs and braves are seated at this 
council-fire. It is pleasant to my eyes to look upon them. 
Ottaways, Chippeways, Pottawattanies, Nemominees, Hurons, 
and all. Our father at Quebec has dug up the hatchet against
the Yankees. The war-path is open between Detroit and all 
of the villages of the red.men. The prophets are speaking 
to our people, and we listen. One is here; he is about to 
speak. The Council will have but a single sense, which will 
be that of hearing. "1 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-245-6 
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In this speech the purpose of the council is stated.  

Throughout these noveis the Indian is ever perplexed that he  

should have to give up his lands to strangers, who, in their 

opinion, wanted everything. They resented the idea of being 

scattered and pushed farther and farther west. 

The war alluded to, is that of 1812, around which many 

of the incidents of this story are built. 

The ideas of these ohiefs about the Great Spirit is partly 

explained by the presence of the Missionary among them. Onoah 

gives more of these opinions in the speech which follows. The 

latter arose in the midst of the deep calm that followed the 

last orator. It was a moment of intense interest on the part 

of the oirole, as this deliberate, dignified
.> 

and eloquent 

leader commenced. 

"Chiefs of the Ojebway nation, I wish you well, said Peter, 
stretching out his arms towards the circle. as if desirous 
of a:nbracing all present. 'The Manitou has been good to 
me. He has cleared a path to this spring and to this 
council fire. I see around it the faces of many friends. 
Why shou.J.d we not all be friendly? Why should a redman 
ever strike a blow at a red.man? The Great Spirit made us 
of the same color, and placed us on the same hunting-grounds.
He meant that we should hunt in company, not take each other' 
scalps. How many warriors have :fallen in our family wars? 
Who has counted them? Who can say? Perhaps enough, had 1 
they not been killed, to drive the pale-faces into the sea! ''' 

Here the speaker paused to allow the idea he had just 

thrown out to take effect on the minds of his listeners. In a 

few minutes he continued in a voice of gradually increasing 

volume. 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-247 
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"Yes, •.••.•• the Manitou has been very kind. Who is the 
Manitou? Has any Indian ever seen him? Every Indian 
has seen him. No one can look on the hunting-grounds, 
on the lakes, on the prairies, on the trees, on the 
game, without seeing his hand. His face is to be seen 
in the sun at noon-day, his eyes in the stars at night. 
Has any Indian ever heard the 11a.nitou? When it thunders, 
he speaks. When the arash is .loudest, then he saolds. 
Some Indian has done wrong. Perhaps one redman has 
taken another redma.n's scalp! 

".Another pause succeeded, briefer and less imposing than 
the first, but one that sufficed to impress on the lis-
teners a.new the great evil of an Indian I s raising his 
hand a~ainst an Indian • 
....,..-......--·:................... ~-......-......-~....,..,,--=-=-=--.......~~- ---- ---- ·.._. - - - -
"Here is a medicine-priest of the pale-faces; he tells 
me that the voice of the Manitou reaches into the largest 
villages of his people, beneath the rising sun, when it 
is heard by the red.men across the great lakes, and near 
the rocks of the setting sun. It is a loud voice; woe 
to him who does not remember it. It speaks to all colors, 
and to every people and tribe and nation. 

"Brothers, that is a lying tradition which says there is 
one Manitou for a Sac and another for the Ojebway----..;,, 
one Manitou for the red.man and another for the pale-face. 
In this we are all alike. One Great Spirit. made all, 
governs all, rewards all, punishes all. He may keep the 
Happy Hunting-grounds of an Indian separate from the white 
man's heaven I for who knows that their customs are differ-
ent, and what would please a warrior would displease a 
trader; and what would please a trader would displease a 
warrior. He has thought of these things and has made 
several places for the spirits of the good, let their 
colors be what they may. Is it the same with the places 
of the spirits of the bad? I think not. To me it would 
seem best to let them go together, that they may torment 
one another. A Wicked Indian and a wicked pale-face would 
make a bad neighborhood. I think the Manitou would let 
them go together. 

"Brothers, if the Manitou keeps the good Indian and the 
good pale-face apart in another world, what has brought
them together in this? If he brings the bad spirit of all 
colors together in another world, why should they come 
together here before their time? A place for wicked spirits 
should not be found on earth. This is wrong; it must be 
looked into. 

"Brothers, I have done; this pale-face wishes to speak, 
and I have said that you would hear his 'Wtlrds. When he 
has spoken his mind I may have more to tell you. Now 
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listen to the stranger. He i~ a medicine-priest of the 
white men; and says he has a great seoret to tell our 
people. When he has told it I have another for their 
ears, too---Mine must be spoken when there is no one near 
but the ·Ohildren of red olay. '1 

One oannot help but be amused at this mixture of Christian 

and Indian religious beliefs on the part of Onoah, who was not 

only preparing the wa;y for the missionary's message but also 

attempting to show why the pale-faces and redmen should not dwell 

together on earth• .Amen had been Onoah's companion on a long 

voyage and it is quite likely that this zealous missionary had 

taken advantage of the opportunity to instruct the chief in Chris-

tian doctrines. The latter had apparently absorbed enough to 

answer his own purposes. Cooper explains that the Indians in the 

region of the great lakes had long been accustomed to missionaries, 

and it is probably that even some of their own traditions on re-

ligious matters had been insensibly colored by, or absolutely de-

rived from, men of this character • .Amen saw in that circle faces 

of persons who had prayed with him in days gone by. 

The missionary first affirmed some of the religious statements 

which Onoah had made and then proceeded to propound to them very 

adroitly his favorite theory that the Indians were the "lost tribes 

of Israel." When he remarked that the Great Spirit had made all 

men of the same olay, a slight sensation was perceptible among the 

chiefs, indicating that many of them were of a decidedly different 

opinion on this point of natural history. 

1. Oak Openings, p-247-8-9 
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"You are now red, but all of your people were once fairer 
than the fairest of the pale-faces." the Iilssionary told 
them. "It is climate and hardships and sufferings that 
have changed your color." 

"If suffering can do that': returned Peter with emphasis., 
"I wonder we are not black. When all our hunting-grounds 
are covered with the farms of your people, I think we 
shall be bl a.ck. " 

"Signs of powerful disgust were now vis.ible among the 
listeners, and Indian having much of the cont empt t.hat 
seems to weigh so heavily on that unfortunate class, for 
all of the color mentioned." l 

His explanation of the different aolors of men prompted 

Peter to obtain permission to ask the following question: 

"Let my brother say Why the Great Spirit turned the Indian 
to a red color. Was he angry with him? or did he paint
him so out of love?" 2 

Thia the missionary did not know. He could only affirm that 

a pale-face could not be made a redskin, nor a redskin a pale-face. 

"Good---th!C't is what we Indians say. ·The manitou has made us 
different. H~ did not mean that we should live on the same 
hunting-grounds." rejoined Peter, who rarely failed to im-
prove every opportunity in order to impress on the minds of 
his followers the necessity of now orushing the se:cpent in 
the shell." 

"No man can say that.'' answered .Amen. "Unless my people
had come to this continent, the word of God could not have 
been preached by rm along the shores of these lakes •..• "3 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-263 
2. Ibid: 253 
3. Ibid: 253 
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Quite unexpectedly at this point a runner arrived with 

news of great concern to the tribe, but no one showed im-

patience in any way, nor was the assembly greatly disturbed. 

At length the message was given that Detroit had fallen into 

the hands of the British. Murmurs expressive of satisfaction 

passed around the circle for many of the chiefs were not back-

ward in expressing their contempt for the Yankee. Peter inter-

preted the event as favoring his own scheme of getting rid of 

these pale-faces, saying: 

"It will be with our sons as it was with our fathers. Our 
hunting-grounds will be our own, and the Buffalo and deer 
will be plenty in our wigwams. The fire-water (meaning 
whiskey) will flow after them that brought it into the 
country, and the red.man will once more be happy, as in times 
past! "l 

As might be expected Parson .Amen wa.s much troubled to hear 

of this defeat but upon being told that the "ears of his friends 

were open" he resumed his tradition of the "lost tribes.n 

The reaction of the Indians to this current theory of their 

origin is interesting. One chief thought it wonderful that so 

many as ten tribes should be lost at the same time and no one 

know What has become of them. They wanted to be told where 

these tribes could be found so that they could go and look at 

them. 

The statement from the nmedicine-priest of the pale-faces" 

that they themselves were the lost tribes or Jews was received 

at first with admiration and wonder. Their own tradition gave 

no account of this, but neither did it contradict it • .Amen 

l. Cooper: Oak Openings. p-255 
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was not left unquestioned, however, One chief wanted to know 

where the tradition crune from,--if .Amen had first heard it from 

his fathers. They could not understand how Judea, the land of 

the lost tribes could be reached by directly opposite routes 

or "by paths that lead before and behind", because they very 

generally believed the earth to be flat. Furthermore, the fact 

that the Manitou had permitted the pale-faces to take away 

their hunting-grounds-had made them poor and ·the pale-faces 

rich--proved that they were not chosen people and that the tra-

dition was a "lying tradition." 

After thanking the missionary for what he had told them, 

they offered to give this far-off rich land of Judea to the 

pale-faces, if the latter would let them alone on their hunting-

grounds, Where they had so long been. with the request that, if 

possible, the small-pox and fire-water be taken away with them. 

The well-meaning missionary frankly told them that such an 

offer would do no good. He also tried to make clear to them 

that, in spite of their hardships now, it was not for them to 

understand the wisdom of God; and, if lost, he firmly believed 

that one day they would again be a great and glorious people 

restored to the lands of their fathers • 

.Although the Indiana could not understand him, this announce-

ment coming from one whom they respected did not fail to produce 

a deep sensation. 

"If their fortunes were really the oare of the Great Spirit, 
and justice was to be done to them by his love and wisdom, 
then would the projects of Peter and those who acted and 
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felt with him be unnecessary, and might lead to evil in-
stead of to good."l 

The wise Peter did not fail to see this point and thought 

it best to say a word to lessen the influence of Parson .Amen. 

So thoroughly had he become absorbed in his scheme of ven-

geance on the oppressors of his race that a redemption of his 

people in a peaceful manner would have given him pain instead 

of pleasure. 

Therefore, when Peter arose, fierce and malignant passions 

were at work in his bosom but his self-command succeeded in 

suppressing the volcano that was raging within sufficiently to 

enable him to speak With his usual dignity and calmness of ex-

terior. His speech, :however, was full of irony. He spoke of 

how good it was to learn--that it was because the pale-faces 

had learned more than the redskin that the former had gotten 

possession of the latter's hllllting-gro~ds and built their 

villages upon them. He would quest ion ·the medicine-man further, 

so that they would learn more. But when .linen produoed the 

"good-book of the pale-faces", Peter was a little abashed. 

"Perhaps half of the chiefs present had seen books before, 
while those who now la.id eyes on them for the first time 
had heard of this art of the pale-faces, which enabled them 
to set down their traditions in a way peculiar to them-
selves. Even the Indians have their records, however, though
resorting to the use of natural signs and a species of hiero-
glyphics, in lieu of the more artistic process of using words 
and letters in a systematized written language. The Bible, 
too, was a pook of which all had heard more or less, though 
not one of those present had ever been the subject of its 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings,p-262 
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influence. A Christian Indian. indeed, - and a few of 
those were to be found even at that day,--would hardly
have attended a council convened for the objects vrhich 
had oaused this to be convened. Still. a strong but 
regulated curiosity existed to see and touch and examine 
the great medicine-book of the pale-faces. There was a 
good deal of superstition blended with the Indian manner 
of regarding the sacred volume, some present having their 
doubts about touching it, even while most excited by 
admiration and a desire to prove its secrets. "1 

Peter summoned the courage to take the little volume when 

it was extended to him but "it was the first time the wary chief 

had ever suffered that mysterious book to touoh him. "2 From 

the fact that all of the pale-faces, including the drunkards at 

the garrison, "seemed" to reverence this book he had thought it 

might contain the elements of their of their power. Not knowing 

what its virtues were, his imagination readily suggested the 

worse and even though he pretended indifference to this simple 

act, a heavier draft had never been made on his courage. He 

thought, since it was the great "medicine-book of the pale-faces," 

some evil might result from a redman's handling it. When this 

did not happen, a smile of grim satisfaction passed over his 

swarthy countenance, and he considered his escape the greater 

reason why the tradition was not true. 

Another serious objection to the theory was that Peter had 

heard from one of the pale-faces that Jews were not respected 

by them. Besides, if these Jews were pale-faces, then Indians 

could not be Jews, because Indians were and always had been red-

skins. 

l. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-265 
2. Ibid:· p~265 



They could not understand .Amen's explanation. in the course 

of the discussion. that the white race in coming to this country 

was lead by the hand of God. and had no choice in the matter. 

They (the Indians) always knew where they were going; even their 

squaws and papooses knew that. When they went to steal game 

from the enemy, which was sometimes right,--if it was right to 

take the enemy's scalp it was right to get his deer and buffalo, 

too, ---they knew what they were doing, else they would be unfit 

to go at large or to sit in council. They had not heard before 

that the pale-faces were so weak, and had such feeble minds, too, 

that they do not know where they go. 

However firmly .Amen might have believed this theory, at the 

end of the discussion, the Indians were unconvinced. They still 

believed that they were 11 redmen and Indians" and not "pale-faces 

and lost," both of which they considered disgraceful: the former, 

because of their race pride and hatred of the whites; the latter, 

because an Indian prides himself on being able to follow a trail 

or path. 
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OF A NATION 

The last two councils which have been discussed have been 

peculiar in that in each some one chief had a personal end in 

view, and was attempting to mold opinion in a way entirely to 

meet his own wishes. This is not true of the council we are 

considering next, for it was presided over by an impartial 

judge whose sole aim was to mete out justice to those concerned. 

It is a council of the nation of the Delawares, found in "The 

Last of the Mahicans". The circumstances which lead up to it 

are rather intricate. 

Cora and Alice munroe, daughters of a revolutionary colonel, 

had been taken prisoners by Magua, a malignant Huron chief of 

suspicious character, even in his own tribe. He had become ab-

scessed with the idea of revenging an injury, inflicted upon 

himself by their father, on the daughter, Cora, by making her 

his squaw. In order to separate his prisoners he had left Cora 

with the Delawares for safe-keeping, a custom of common occur-

rence among allied tribes--and had secured Alice in his own tribe. 

Unaas, Leatherstocking, and Heyward, a suitor of Alice, had con-

trived the rescue of th.e latter from the Hurons, and, in their 

flight, had taken refuge with the Delawares, who, according to 

Indian custom of treating, strangers coming in amity, had given 

them welcome. Magua followed, and by his cunning, led the Dela-

wares to believe that they were shielding an enemy in Leather-

s'tooking, or La Longue Carabine, as he was called by the Hurons; 

and later demanded all of these strangers as prisoners. 
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At first, the most distinguished chiefs took council as to 

what was best to do in this matter. touching both their safety 

and honor. Their conference was short and was followed by an 

announcement that a solemn and formal assemblage of the nation 

would be held to settle the question. Such meetings were rare 

and only called on occasions of the last importance. The whole 

encampment became agitated. It might have been half an hour 

before each individual including even the women and children, 

and exceeding somevmat one thousand souls, was in this place. 

A delay longer than usual had taken place, but not even a 

child showed impatience. At length, the great patriarch of the 

tribe appeared and the whole nation arose as if by common im-

p~s-e, while the name "Tamenund" was whispered around the circle. 

The fame of this wise and just Delaware had been wide-spread, 

but could not exceed the affection and reverence with whic.h he 

was held among his own people. 

"After a suitable and decent pause the principal chiefs arose, 
and, approaching the patriarch, they placed his hands 
reverently on their heads, seeming to entreat a blessing.
The younger men were content with touching his robe, or even 
drawing nigh his person, in order to breathe in the atmos-
phere of one so aged, so just and so valiant. None but the 
most distinguished of the youthful warriors even pres:a.med so 
far as to perform the latter ceremony; the great mass of the 
multitude deeming it sufficient happiness to iook upon a 
form so deeply venerated and so well beloved. l 

After a short delay, the individuals who had caused all of 

these solemn preparations, were brought toward the seat of judg-

ment. Under circumstances of this nature, the oldest and most 

experienced men of the tribe lay the subject before the people, 

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mahicans, p-328 
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rather than the precocious ~nd ambitious orators. This being 

done, the Huron was called on to declare his objeot. The 

wily Huron made a most eloquent speech that was destined to 

win the sympathies of his listeners. The first part consia-

ted o:f a virile attack upon the pale-faces; the latter t of un-

stinted praise of the Delawares. Tamenund seemed almost list-

less until his own nation was mentioned. He then maa_e an 

effort to ri,se, and was assisted to his :feet by his supporters. 

At the close of the speech he asked: 

"Who calls upon the children of the Lenope?" .•.••.•..••• 
"It is a Wyandot~ said Magua, stepping nigher to the rude 
platform 9n which the other stood; na friend of Tamenund." 
"A frie·nd.. . . . ............... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 
"What brings a Huron here?" 
"Justice. His prisoners are with his brothers and he 
comes for his own." 
·,Tamenund turned his head toward one of his supporters and 
listened to the short explanation the man gave. Then 
facing the applicant, he regarded him a moment with deep 
attention; after ,mich he said, in a low and reluctant 
voice: · 
"Justice is the law of the great Manit:i,o ( Great Spirit}. 
My children, give the stranger food. Then H.uron take 
thine own and depart. "1 

After delivering this solemn ,juclgment, the sage seated 

himself and closed his eyes. No Delaware dared oppose such a 

decree. Leatherstocking and Heyward were bound and Magna was 

preparing to leave with his prisoners when Cora begged for 

mercy at the feet of the judge. A dramatie: appeal followed, 

but to no avail. Tamenund interpreted her objections as the 

nat-qr al repulsions of a pale-face for .mem be l'S of his race, and 

saw no reason for changing his decision. 

1. The Last of the Mahicans, p-338 
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Unable to effeo:t her purpose she reminded the sage that 

one captive had not been brought and asked that he might speak 

before the Huron was allowed to leave in triumph. 
11 0bserving Tamenund to look about him doubtingly, one of 
his companions said.: .. 
' 'It is a snak.e--a red,;.skin in the pay of the Yengeese. 
We keep him fqr t:he torture. n 

"Let him come, 11 returned the sage. '1 

Until this time,;;. Uncas had not appeared on the scene, so 

deadly had been t.he influence of Magna. All eyes now bent in 

secret admiration on the erect. agile, and faultless person 

of the captive. When questioned, his claim of kinship with 

the Delawares was met with scorn. Not even Tamenund believed 

the.t a Delaware w:iuld become a. traitor, as Uncas was thought 

to be; but the voice of the latter afterwards convinced him 

that he did belong to their nation. It was then that Tamenund 

rebuked the lad for deserting his tribe in times of peril, end 

because the law of the Manitto must be just, he sorrowfully 

turned this youth of their o\vn tribe over to the people with 

the admonition to deal justly by him. 

After the last syllable of this sentence was delivered, 

a yell of vengeance burst from the lips of the nation. M:ean-

while a chief proclaimed in a hi 0h voice that the captive was 

condemned to endure the dreadful torture of trial by fire. 

With a single effort, a young to:rm,enter tore the hunting-shirt 

from the lad; and, he was about to be lead to the stake, when 

there came into view the figure of a small tortoise beautifully 

tat toed on the breast of the captive in a bright blue tint. 

1. The Last of the Mahicans, p-342 
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All around him stood gazing in frozen amazement, for this 

totem indicated that he was the son of Chingachgool-\, the 

last surviving member of the tribe that was the parent-stock 

of the Delaware nation. 

Tamenund 1 s soliloquy at th is point is eloquent. befit-

ting a great sage vmo reminisces. Unoas replied in tones no 

less lofty, explaining the policy of his, family Bnd the hopes 

he held of restoring th eix nation ta its former grandeur under 

the rising sun men the great Manitto should be ready. The 

whole nation receivec him with all the respect that supersti-

tion could lend to the finding of a lost and revered leader. 

Uncas, then, looking around him, perceived his friend Leather-

stocking in bonds. He made eagerly towards him, and, cutting 

his throngs with his own knife, led him to the feet of the 

patriarch. 

"Father, n he said, "look at this Ra.le-face; a just man, 
and the friend of the Delawares. · 

"Is he a son of Minquon?" (meaning Wm. Penn, whose fair 
dealings with the Indians caused him to be revered by 
them) 

"Not so; a warrior known to the Yengeese, end feared by 
the Magnas. n 

"What name has he gained by his deeds?" 
"We call him Hawkeye," Uhcas replied using the Delaware 
phrase; "for his sight never fails. The Mingoes know 
him better by the death he ~i ves their warriors: with 
them he is "The Long Rifle. 

0 La Longue Carabine! exclaimed Ta.menund opening his eyes, 
and regarding the scout sternly. "My son has not done 
well to call him friend.l) 

nr call him so who proves himself such," returned the 
young chief, with great calmness, but with a s.teady 
mien. "If Uncas is welcome among his the Delawares, 
then is Hawkeye with hiS friends •.••..•..••.•..• l" 

Leatherstocking then spoke for himself and i'IOn the admir-

ation of those Who had been led to believe him an enemy. By 
1. Cooper: The Last of the :Mahicans, p-347-8 
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request of Tamenund, Dhcas explained that the Huron had a con- 

queror 'a right over Cora, only. Those who had escaped from  

his tribe were according to their law. no longer under his  

• jurisdiction. The Delawares were reluctant to admit the justice 

of even this claim to one who had dealt With them so falsely. 

Besides, it was evident that unoa.s was grieved, for he had 

turned his face away in sorrow. 1ihen Magna expressed the wish 

to :make Cora his wife, Tamenund, on learning that he was a great 

chief, thought that should appease the young woman; but seeing 

her unwillingness, he offered the wampum in amity. Magna would 

not consent, so bent was he on getting his, victim. .A.t length 

the sage decreed: 

"Then depe.rt With thine om. The Great Manitto forbids 
that a Delaware should be unJust .•.•.•...•..••... n 
"Mighty ruler of Providence! exclaimed Heyward, clas:eing 
his hands together in agony, "can this be suffered? :lo 
you, just Tamenund. I appeal for mercy. 11 

"The

words of the Delaware are said, H returned the sage, 
closing his eyes and dropping back into his seat, alike 
wearied With hi.s mental and his bodily exertions. 'Men 
speak not twice. "l 

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mahicans., p-350 
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Other Councils 

Of the many other councils held throughout these novels, 

three deserve mention: a second that was held on the prairie 

in connection with Onoah's project; one which is held in "The 

Redskins"; and one in "The Wept-of- Wish-ton-Wish." In the 

first, there is a clash of personalities. A chief lead solely 

by a desire to oppose the great Onoah points out inconsistencies 

in the decisions of the. latter, and sharply satirizes him for 

not revealing the name of his tribe. Onoah retaliates, but 

finally gives in with the grace of a diplomat. The second is 

a council of ceremony held to pay tribute to a renowned old 

Indian, who has taken up his abode among his pale-face friends. 

A body of chiefs come fifty miles out of their way to see him. 

The last is a council called to ascertain whether a pale-face 

girl adopted into their tribe was the one being sought by a 

strangert who had come among them. The council is marked by its 

open and fair dealings. 
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t.rRE WARRIOR 

Number, Rank 

Next to the chiefs in rank among the Indiana comes the 

warrior. This is the largest class and includes practically 

all of the men. we have seen that the majority of the ohiefs 

were noted warriors, so that a discussion of this olass will 

be, in part, a continued discussion of the ohiefa. It will 

also oonoern the hunter, who ranks seoond to the warrior. In-

asmuoh as an Indian generally be~omes skilled in hunting be-

,

 fore he goes on the warpath, an aooount ot the hunter logioal-

ly precedes that of the warrior. 

THE HUNT.ER 

Relationship to Warrior 

Little space is devoted to the occupation of hunting in 

these novels, although enoush is given concerning it for the 

reader to get a rather clear idea of the duties conneoted with 

it, and of the Indian's attitude towards it. The rank of the 

hunter is more fully explained in the passage which follows: 

"Next to the warpath, the hunting-ground is the great
field or an Indian's glor;v, deeds and tacts so tar 
eclipsing purely intellectual qualities with savages 
as to throw oratory, though much esteemed by them.• 
quite into the shade. In all thia we find the same 
propensity among ourselves. The ooJQm.on mind, eyer
subject to these impulses, looks rather to suoh ex-
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ploits as address themselves to the senses and the im-
agination, than to thcs e qualities which the reason 
alone can best appreciate, and in this, ignorance 
asserts its negative power over conditions of life.nl 

His Attitude and Work 

One of the warriors in Cooper's novels follows the occu-

pation of hunting over a period of time. He assumed the re-

sponsibili ty of supplying the manbers of his party. who con-

sisted of a chief~ three white men, and two white women with 

such means of sustenance as could be found in the forest and 

streams. He did not consider this duty sport, but took the 

responsibility seriously, and at all times manifested the care 

of a.n experienced and faithful provider. He was usually out 

hunting from the rising to the setting of the sun, and, in 

this way, kept the larder as well supplied as comported with 

the warmth of the weather. When he came from the hunt he would 

generally lie down and take a rest. 

Onoe when surprised was expressed that he had returned so 

soon since so many of his people were known to be in the forest, 

he replied: 

"No wa:nt to eat den. eh? How you all eat if hunter don't 
do he duty? S 1pose squaw don't cook vittles, you no like 
it, eh? Juss so wid hunter--no kill vittles, don't like 
it nudder. "2 

The Chippewa never betrayed exultation at the success of 

his exertions. He would bring in venison, wild ducks, prairie 

fowls, trout, bear's meat, wild pigeons, fish, game, birds, 

and game of other varieties as luck favored him. One day, as 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-422 
2. Ibid, p-282 
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the young woman received his game, she said: 

"Thank you, Pigeonswingn ••••.• "No pale-face could be a 
better provider, and many are not one half as good. n 

"What provider mean, eh?" demanHed the literal-minded 
savage. "Mean good, mean bad, eh? 

"Oh, it means good, of course. I could say nothing 
against a hunter who takes so good care of us all.n 

"iihat he mean, den?n 
11 rt means a man who keeps his wife and children well sup-

plied with food." 
"You get 'nough, eh?" 
"I get enough, Pigeonswing, thanks to your industry, such 

as it is. Injin diet, hovvever, is not always the best for 
Christian folk, though a body may live on it. I miss many 
things out here in the Ope,nings, to \•.rhich I've been used all 
the earlv part of my life. 

"What squaw miss, eh? l:'•raps Injin find hiro. sometime." 
"I thank you, Pigeonswing, with all my heart, and am just 

as grateful for your good intentions as I should be w&s you 
to do all you 1vish .. ... «••·····"················ .. ······· But you can never find the food of a pale-face kitchen out 
here in these Openings of 1lichigan ••••...•...•.••....•• "l 

The Chippewa, on being asked if he were going to attend 

a. council that was held in the Openings replied: 

nDon rt know •••••••• Hunter nebber tell. Gbief vm.nt veni-· 
son, and he must hunt. Just like squaw in pale-face wig-
wam ••• work, wor~--sweep, sweep--cook, oook--nebber know 
when work done. i::io huntei· hunt--hunt--hunt. n2 

Hunters used the bow and arrow, the knife, and the rifle. 

Several references are made in "The Pioneers "to the Indian 

custom of killing just the amount of game that was needed fo:rr 

food, as contrasted with the white man rs reckless hunting for 

sport. When a deer or other 1 arge animal was killed, the 

hunter would "skin 'em, cut 'em up, hang 'em on tree, where wolf 

oan•t get 'em." Others would assist in bringing it in. Often 

the game was floated down a stream on a raft of logs, and towed 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-351-2 
2. Ibid; p-225 
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into port when it arrived. It was considered a disgrace for 

a squaw to have to beg food for herself and papooses, but it 

is very obvious that when its supply depended so largely on 

the skill, industry, and good fortune of the hunter, it was 

often lacking in many wigwams. References to Indian skill in 
111,.. £ Itfishing a.re frequently made in " ...ue ioneers , and to his 

great efficiency in handling the canoe in moat of the novels. 
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Eating and Drinking .Among Indians 

An allusion has been made to the meagreness of Indian diet. 

Its principal, and freqmirntly sole, i tern, when on the warpath, 

was meat. We are told thBt the women tended gardens, so that 

they must have hed vegetables as well as the berries and fruits 

of the for est and fields, during certain seasons. Mention is 

made of succotash being sei·ved in the wigwam. .Pathfinder says: 

"······· a red-skin never repines, but is always thankful 
for the food he gets, Whether it be fat or lean, venison 
or bear, vvild-turkey's breast or wild-goose's wing."l 

In the course of these novels several meals are eaten on 

the vvarpath by Indians at convenient times and places. One 

consisted of a platter of venison steaks, v'lhich served for the 

common use. "The Indians were silent and industrious, the 

appetite of the aboriginal .Americans fo:rz venison being seem-

ingly unappeasible."2 

on. another occasion the frugal menu consisted only of fried 

bear's meat. One Indian guide made a meal of parched corn, 

which he carried in his wallet. .a four th instance is given when 

choice parts of a stag were eaten raw. :l1he fact that one in-

dividual did not eat is commented upon,--abstinence in an Indian 

when he possesses means of satisfying his hunger being so unusual. 

The eating of raw meat, vmen hunger was keen and cooking incon-

venient, seems not to ha.be been an unusual custom. The Leather-

stocking refers to an incident when he was too weak and too raven-

ous to stop for the flesh of a deer he had killed, but drank the 

blood, while the Indians ate the flesh. 

1. Cooper: Pathfinder, p-124 
2. Ibid: p-23 
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Eating for the Indian was a business and not a social 

affair. Of the Chippewa Cooper says: 

" •••.••. the Indian seldom did two things at the same time. 
This was the hour for acting; when that for talking should 
arrive, he would be found equal to its duties. Pigeonswing 
could either abstain from food, or could indulge in it 
without measure, just as occasion offered. He had often 
gone for days \'Vithout tasting a mouthful, with the excep-
tion of a few berries, perhaps; and he had lain about the 
camp-fire a week at a time, gorging himself with venison, 
like an anaconda. It is perhaps fortunate for the .American 
Indian that this particular quality of food is so very easy 
of digestion, since his excesses on it are notorious, and· 
so common to his habits as almost to belong to his nature. 
Death might otherwise often be the consequence."! 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-146-7 
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Drinki.rig 

It has already been mentioned that the chiefs regretted 

the presence of fire-water among their peoplet and good reason 

had they for doing so, inasmuch as v,re are told that the denial 

of the beverage was extraordinary in an Indian. 

When the Upright Onandago was asked why two or three ship-

fuls of vmite men had become strong enough to drive back from 

the sea all the red warriors, and become masters of the land, 

he answered: 

"Cause he bring fire-water wid him, and redman big fool 
to drink."1 

one need only read the amusing incidents connected with 

whiskey in "Oak Openings" to get an idea of how much the Indians 

loved the beverage. They came upon a spot where whiskey had 

been spilled. Their regrets at the accident, for accident it 

must have been, "their movements, gestures, and genuflections" 

all proved how much concerned they were. ( 4-lapter VIII) 

The author explains: 

"Whiskey has unfortunately obtained a power over the red-
men of this continent that it would require many E1ather 
Matthews to suppress, and v'Vhich can only be likened to 
that which is supposed to belong to the influence of 
witchcraft. The Indian is quite as sensible as the white 
man of the mischief that the 11 fire-water" produces; but, 
like the white man, he finds how hard it is to get rid 
of a master passion, i"ihen we have once submitted ourselves 
to its sway. "2 

The warriors generally abstained from the use of the bever-

age on the warpath, but one instance is given in the "Pathfinder" 

when the besiegers were under the influence of the liquor. One 

who has any conception of the ordinary behavior of the Indian 

1. Oak Openings, p-112-13 
2. Ibid, p-117 
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when his thirst for blood is aroused, can very readily imagine 

what a grusome effect such a stimulant would produce on him in 

battle; hence, we shall p&.ss over the incident. 

The drunken debauchery of Indian John in n:.ehe Pioneersn 

and his subsequent shame are pathetic indeed, especially when " 

we recall that he is none other than the admirable friend o:t 

The Leatherstocking in the series. 

At a shooting match, John is asked to take the first shot 

at a turkey since the other competitors were somewhat nervous 

because of their over-anxiety; while an Indian is never troubled 

by such feelings, and can shoot as well at one time as another. 

"'.I.1he Indian turned his head gloomily, and after looking 
keenly for a moment, in profound silence, at his companion, 
replied: 

"When John was young, eyesight was not straighter than a 
bullet. The Mingo squaws cried out at the soUB.d of his 
rifle. The :Mingo warriors were made squaws. 11hen did he 
ever shoot twice? The eagle went above the clouds when 
he passed the wigwam of Chingach§'ooh; his feathers were 
plenty with the women. But see, he said, raising his voice 
from the low mournful tones in which he had spoken to a Pitch rt -of keen excitement, and stretching far th both hands, they 
shake like a deer at the wolf's howl. Is John old? When 
was a Mohican a squaw with seventv winters? No! the white 
man brings o.ld age with him--ru.'11 "is his tomahawk~ 11 

"Why then do you use it, old man?" exclaimed the young 
hunter; "wby will one, so noble by nature, aid the devices 
of the devil by making himself a beast?" 

"Beast! is John a beast?" replied the Indian slowly; 
"yes; you say no lie, child of the fire-water! John is a 
beast. 

.... .. . . . ............... . ..... . . ... . .. . . ........ . ......  
yes, yes--you say no lie, young Eagle; John is a Christian 
beast."l 

1. The Pioneers: p-178-9 
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Habits and Traits of ,warriors 

We now return to the popular warrior class. There are 

certain traits that every Indian warrior of any significance 

possesses. It is generally known that an Indian is not 

servile. He will not work in the ordinary meaning of the 

term, for he considers that beneath his dignity. .He is ad-

verse to toil in any form and will seldom condesoent to carry 

burdens, which is regarded as a woman's work and degrading to 

a warrior. To have to make baskets and brooms in old age is 

to him deplorable. A chief will frequently consent to carry 

game, for, as has been stated,in hunting all Indians take 

pride. 

When the warrior is not on duty he maintains a dignified 

idleness. n ••••••• eating sn d sleeping are very oust omary occu-

pations of his race, when not engaged in some hunt, or on the 
1 

warpath,_ or as a runner." He summons nterrible energi.es when 

energy is required, but is frequently listless when not pressed 

upon by necessity. plea.sure, war, or interest. "2 '.i.1o be sure 

his mode of life necessitates that he must always be ready to 

endure hardships or to sacrifice his life for the safety or 

honor of his tribe. 

An Indian on the warpath has many of the qualities of .the 

stoic. He is "equally ready to eat or to fast; his powers of 

endurance both ways, most especially when the food is game, 

amounting to something wonderful. 0 3 

1. The Chainbearer, p-312 
2. Ibid; p-316 
3. Cooper: Satanstoe, p-418 
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Neither does he seem to know fatigue or pa.in; his habits of 

self-command being so severe as to enable him to conceal 

his sufferings in these-hardships as well as in most others. 

In the words of our author, it requires "nothing less than 

a thunderbolt" to disturb his eomposure, once he has as-

sumed auoh an attitude. He manifests no surprise; is too 

well schooled to betray alarm; and, creature of passion as 

he is, he seldom gives way to sudden and foolish anger. He 

awaits the result of danger with calmness and fortitude, 

for he is "no woman to ery out like a child." In ffThe Last 

of the Mahicans", in spite of the nearness o! Unaas and 

Ghingaohgooh to danger, no perceptible emotion oould be dis-

covered in their oountenanoes--their rigid features ex-

pressed neither hope .nor alarm. When the danger abated tor 
a few moments, the father and son "cast calm but inquiring 

glances at each other, to learn if either had sustained any 

inJury by the fire; for both well knew that no cry or excla-

mation would, in such a moment of neoessity, have been per-

mitted to betray the aooident.n 

"A few large drops of blood were trickling down the 
shoulders of the sagamore, who, when he perceived that 
the eye of Unoas dwelt too long on the sight, raised 
some water in the hollow of his hand, and, washing off 
the stain, was content to manifest, in this simple 
manner, the slightness of the inJury."l 

In "Deerslayern a savage is startled b7 his sudden dis-

covery of the danger he ran. Re aots consumately with ease 

l. Cooper, The La.at of the :Mohioane, p-233 
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and self-possession, but, "the volcano that raged within, 

caused his nostrils to dilate, like those ot some wild beast 

that is suddenly prevented from taking the fatal leap."l 

~his habitual self-control over his emotions is not 

easily thrown oft. A sudden appearance of an ene1D7, something 

strange, or pa,rtioularl7 beautiful to him, may- produoe a 

recognition or slight exol.amation. but not for long. An order 

to be released from the stake is met with the same indifter-

enoe as that to be bound to it. In fact, we shall see that  

· there is no more certain mode of securing his respect than by  

imitating his self-command. 

It is also 1n con:Cormit7 with his habits for him to 

maintain silenoe whenever any unusual. events awaken feellngs 

in others. In faot, the warrior, when on duty or among stran-

gers, is silent and reserved most of the time, either in· 

keeping with his dignity and gravity, or merely out of pru-

dence or both. Oooper remarks, on several oooasiona, that he 

seldom laughs; his words are few ~nd pointed, and seldom will 

he express himself in English, or in the enemy's tongue, if 

it can be avoided. 

!fallers are oalled "old women.n 

n ••••• the red.man regards the indulgenoe of a too eager
curiosity as womanish, and unworthy of the self-oommand 
and dignity of a warrior."2 

In "Oak Openings" the Chippewa l•lls his white friend in 

the following broken English: 

1. Cooper; Deerslayer, p-123 
2. Redskins, p-291 
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"Mustn't b~ squaw, and ask too many questions ••••••• 
mustn't be squaw, Bourdon--bad for warrior be squaw. 
Always bess be man, and patient, like man."l 

In the words of the author: 

".An American Indian does possess this merit of adopting
his deportment to his ciroumstances. When engaged in war, 
he usually prepares himself in the coolest and wisest 
manner to meet its struggles, indulging only in moments of 
leisure and comparative sec'I.U'ity. It is true that the 
march of civilization is fast changing the re.dm.an 's char-
acter, and he is very apt now to do that which he sees done 
by the "Christians" arou.nd him." 2 

Cooper: Oa.k Openings, p-420.. 1 •
2. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-110 
l 
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His Appearance 

It is natural that physical excellence would be highly 

prized by a people who lead such active lives. This they 

develop along with a native grace and dignity of carriage 

that accompany such perfection. Their mode of life and free-

dom from toil keep them erect and active far into old age. 

Cooper has given us numerous portraits of the Indian 

warrior under varying circumstances which leave no doubt as 

to his appearance, dress and general bearing. The following 
Pawnee 

description is that of a young chief taken from ":I1he Prairie": 
4 

"The Indian in question was in every particular a war-
rior of fine stature and admirable proportions. As he cast 
aside his mask, composed of such party-colored leaves as 
he had hurriedly collected, his countenance appeared in all 
the gravity, the dignity, and it may be added, in the 
terror of his profession. The outlines of his lineaments 
were strikingly noble, and nearly approaching to Roman, 
though the secondary features of his face were slightly 
marked with the well-known traces of .his .Asiatic origin. 
The peculiar tint of the skin, which in itself is so well 
designed to aid the eff~ct of martial expression, had re-
ceived an additional aspect of wild ferocity from the colors 
of the war-paint. But, as if he disdained the usual arti-
fices of his people, he bore none of those strange and hor-
rid devices with which the children of the forest are accus-
tomed, like the more civilized heroes of the mustache, to 
back their reputation for courage, contenting himself with 
a broad and deep shadowing of black, that s.erved as a suffi-
cient and an admirable foil to the brighter gleamings of 
his native swarthiness. His head was as usual shaved to the 
crown, where a large and gallant scalp-lock seemed to chal-
lenge the grasp of his enemies. The ornaments that were 
ordinarily pendant from the cartilages of his ears had been 
removed, on accomt of his present pursuit. His body, not-
withstanding the lateness of the season, was nearly naked, 
and the portion which was clad, bore a vestment no warmer 
than a light robe 'of the finest dressed deer-skin, beauti-
fully stained with a rude design of some daring exploit, 
and which was carelessly worn. as if more in pride than from 
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any unmanly regard for comfort. His leggings were of a 
bright scarlet cloth, the only evidence about his person 
that he had held communion witq the traders of the pale-
faces. But as if to furnish some offset to this soli-
tary submission to a womanish vanity, they were fearfully 
fringed, from the gartered knee to the bottom of the moc-
casin with the hair· of human scalps. He leaned lightly 
with one hand oh a hickory bow, while the other rather 
touched than sought support from the long, de11.cat e handle 
of an ashen lance. A quiver made of the aongS...--skin, from 
which the tail of the animal depended, as a oharacteristio 
ornament, was slung at his back; and a shield of hides, 
quaintly emblazoned with another of his warlike deeds, was 
suspended from his neck by a thong of sinews. 

"As the trapper approached, this warrior maintained his 
calm, upright attitude, discovering neither an eagerness 
to ascertain the character of those who advanced upon him, 
nor the smallest wish to avoid a scrutiny in his own person • 
.An eye that was darker and more shining than that of the 
stag was incessantly glancing, however, from one to another 
of the stranger party, seemingly never knowing rest for an 
instant."l 

Below is a description of a "bad"and inferior warrior 

who is taken prisoner: 

"The. Indian was one of those dark and malignant-lo.oking 
savages that possess most of the sinister properties of 
their condition, with few or none of the redeeming qualities.
His eye was lowering and distrustful, bespeaking equally
apprehension and revenge; his form of that middling degree 
of perfection which leaves as little to admire as to con-
demn, and his attire sueh as denoted him one who might be 
ranked among the warriors of the secondary class. Still, 
in the composure of his mien, the tranquility of his step,
and the self-possession of all his movements, he displayed
that high bearing his people rarely fail to exhibit, ere 
too much interaourse with the whites begin to destroy their 
distinctive traits." 2 

The military leaders were generally men of large and com-

manding statures and could be distinguished from the other by 

their fine appearance, generally, and by their lofty bearing. 

1. Cooper; The Prairie, p-205-6
2. Cooper; Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p-363 
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All of the warriors went to the battle with naked limbs and 

.nearly uncovered bodies, and carried the rifle, the bright, 

well-scoured tomahawk, the sheathed knife, the horn, and 

bullet-pouch. The spear, quiver, and shield of hides.were 
.i~J '30M e ,h- ,' be$. 

also carried at times\ The usual attire of an Indian is: 

the leggings, moccasin, breech-piece, blanket or calico shirt, 

according to the season. Ornaments and paint are used on 

special occasions--the kind and-manner of using these being 

peculiar to each tribe, so that an experienced person can de-

termine the tribe to which an Indian belongs from these par-

ticular devices. 

The warrior, in moments of inactivity, is characterized 

by a peculiar repose into which he inva.riably falls. The 

fierceness of his countenance seems to slumber, and in its 

place there is a quiet, vacant composure; but occasional 

gleams that pass over his visage are indic2:.tive of how easily 

his passions and facilities may be aroused out of their leath-

ary. 

'- _"J One must not forget, however, that in spite of their 

cold, fierce, and unnatural bearing when on the warpath, they 

are very human. What Pathfinder says of Chingachgook may 

generally be st e.t ed of all the rest: 

"There is a soul and a heart under th2.t redskin, rely on 
it; although they are a soul and a heart with gifts dif-
ferent from our own.H 1 

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p-75 
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Moral and Social Values .Among Indians 

Any appreciation of their behavior in warfare must be pre-

ceded by a knowledge of what constitutes their code of morals 

and values in life. These understood, their behavior becomes 

plausible, if not excusable. 

Indian Courtesy 

No other single phase of Indian behavior is alluded to• 

in these novels, more than the seemingly innate courtesy of 

the redman. One character says that the Indian is rarely 

guilty of any act of rudeness unless he really means to play 

the b'l"u.te in good earnest. In fact he generally appears to 

be a model of propriety and polite behavior when passion or 

policy Boes not thrust in new and sudden principles of action. 

He does not pry into the affairs of others, but maintains at 

all times a delicacy and reserve. Leatherstocking says: 

"The Sarpent, he re, would turn his head aside, if he  
found himself onknowingly lookin' into another chief's  
wigwam; whereas, in the settlements, while all pretend  
to be great people, most prove they've got betters, by  
the manner in 'Which they talk of their consarns. I '11  
be bound, Judith, you wouldn't get the Sarpent, there,  
to confess there was another in the tribe so much  
greater than himself, as to become the subject of his  
ideas, and to employ his tongue in conversation about  
his movements, and ways, and food, and all the other  
little ways that occupy a man when he's not empl'y'd  
in his great duties."l  

Strangers among them are left to follow their own habits 

and customs as they see fit. .An Indian will take no part in 

a discourse between others, unless he is directly appealed to. 

He will not interrupt the speech of others. He will listen 

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-233 



- 56 -

with profound and respectful attention, even when he doesn't 

agree with or understand what is being said. .An instance of 

this is given in "The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish"~ 

"Philip (Metacom} listened with the high courtesy of an 
Indian prince. Unintelligible as was the meaning of the 
speaker, his countenance betrayed no glimmerings of im-
patience, his lip no smile of ridicule. On the contrary, 
a noble and lofty gravity reigned in every feature, and 
as ignorant as he was of what the other wished to say, 
his attentive eye and bending head expressed every wish 
to comprehend. "l 

In nRedskins", an Indian comes to old Jaa.f, a Negro, who 

is present at a aouncil, for the pipe which he had been per-

mitted to smoke. Jaaf would not give it up, and grumbled many 

uncouth things in his ignorance of, and lack of sympathy with 

Indian a us toms. 

"Although it is probable that Prairie-fire (the Indian 
Chief) did not understand one-half of the Negro's words, 
he comprehended his wish to finish the tobacco before he 
relinquished the pipe. This was against all rule, and a 
species of slight on Indian usages, but the redman over-
looked all, with the courtesy of one trained in high 
society, and walked away as composedly as if everything 
were right. In these particulars the high breeding of 
an Indian is always apparent. No one ever sees in his: 
deportment a shrug, or a half-concealed smile, or a look 
of intelligence; a wink or a nod, or any other of that 
class of signs, or communications, which it is usually
deemed underlined to resort to in company. In all things,
he is dignified and quiet, Whether it be the effect of 
coldness, or the result of character." 2 

"Saucy Nickrt in ''Wyandotte" was a gentleman of the forest 
in spite of h.w numerous failings, and though he had pene-
trated Maud's secret love for Bob, he had too much consider-
ation to make a woman's affections the subject of his coarse-
ness and merriment. 

"Had Nick been a pale-face, of the class of those with 
whom he usually associated, his discovery would have gone 

1. Cooper: The Wept of Wish .. ton-Wish, p-376 
2. Cooper: Redskins, p-452 
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through t.he settlement with scoffings and exaggerations; •...• 
The secret of Maud would not have been more sacred with her 
ovm brother, . • . . • •than it would with Saucy Nick. n 1 

1. Cooper: Wyandotte, p-309-10 
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The Indian and Truth 

Numerous references are made to the sacredness of an 

Indian's word. Needless to say, he practioes all manner .of 

cunning and deceit with the enemy in order to elude, capture, 

or kill, according to his purpose. Treachery, cunning, and 

ncircumventionn are considered virtues on the warpath. In 

the words of one of their own," •••.... Injun knows how to look 

two way ••••• warrior must, if great v7arr i or. n1 

But he v11ill "do what he sayn in amity, if it is at all 

possible. Vt'hen an Indian sincerely allies himself with any 

cause, he bends all of his energies in its behalf; there are 

no sacrifices too great far him to make. "The Last of the 

Mahicans n is almost wholly a story of the hazardous risks 

Uncas and his father, together with the scout, make in behalf 

of the daughters of Munro whom they were befriending against 

their enemy, the Hurons. Hard-Heart allied himself with a 

party of whit es against his enemy I the :ret ons, and stood by 

them at the risk of his life. When the Chippewa, who was en-

gaged. as a runner for the .Americans in one of the colonial 

wars was captured by the enemy, he chewed the paper on which 

the message was written "like so much 'baccy", in order that 

the secret would not be revealed. 

l.Cooper: Wyandotte, p-412 
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His Traditions 

When commenting on the close scrutiny a body of Indian 

chiefs were bestowing on a scene where an important battle 

was fought, a character in "Redskins IT explains that they were 

checking the actual surroundings of the place with the tra-

ditions that they had heard of it. He makes the statement 

that their traditions are surprisingly true and accurate. 

Cooper implies that an Indian tradition is usually more accu-

rate than a white mants written history. He is evidently 

alluding to the fact that authors do not hesitate to abridge, 

or color their histories in accordance with a particular policy 

or view of a question, while an Indian strives to hand down 

the true facts according to his, beliefs. Neve:rrtheless, they 

exaggerate the role played by them:ielves. The author refers 

to their boastfulness in this respect in the following con-

versation between Deerslayer and a companion: 

" ••.••.• 'twould warm the heart within you to sit in 
their lodges of a winter's night, and listen to the tra-
ditions of the ancient greatness and power of the Mahicans!" 

" ••...•• if a man believed all that other people choose 
to say in their ovm favor, he might get an oversized o-
pinion of them, and an undersized opinion of himself. These 
redskins a.re notable boasters, and I set down more than 
half of their tradition as pure talk." 

"There is truth in what you say I' 11 not deny it, for I've 
seen it and believe it. They do boast, but then ths.t is a 
gift from nature; and it's sinful to withstand nat'ral gifts."l 

The part that tradition plays i?+ the J.i ves of the redmen 

is brought out particularly in 110ak Openings 
11
when the question 

l. Cooper: Deersl~ver, p-31 
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of their origin is discussed. One Indian remarks: 

"When we have learned hew to take game, and how to keep
the wigwam fitted, then we may learn traditions. Traditions 
tell us of our fathers. We have many traditions. Some are 
talked of even to the squaws. Some are told around the 
fires of the tribe. Some are known only to the aged chiefs. 
This is right, too. Injuns ought not to sa.y too much, nor 
too little. They should say what is Wise, wh.at is best •••• "l 

The author tells us that it is said that Indians have tra-

ditions which are communicated only to a favorite few, and ~hich 

by them have been transmitted from generation to generation. 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-273 
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His Admiration of Bravery 

The Indian's great admiration of bravery, and self-oon-

trol places a stamp of approval on physical tortures. of all 

kinds. The more courageous and important the captive the 

greater the torture, by which they seek to do the victim honor. 

In noak Openings" a soldier, 1r.ho had been taken captive by 

Indians, killed one chief and wounded several others. Excla-

mations of admiration succeeded this display of manhood. He 

was afterwards told that he would be honored by being subject 

to "torture by saplings." 

"We had rather tonnent a bold warrior, like you, who makes 
us admire him for hia manliness. We love our squaws, but 
not in the warpath. They are best in the lodges; here we 
want nothing but men. You are a man--a brave--we honor you.--
It is right to tonnent so great a brave, and we mean to do 
it. It is only juat to you to do so • .An old warrior who 
has seen so many enemies, and who has so big a heart, ought 
not to be knooked in the head like a papoose or a squaw•••• 
If you are firm, we will do you honor; if you faint and 
screech, our young men will laugh at you. This is the wey 
with Injins. They honor braves; they point the finger at 
cowards. "l 

It is a custom among Indians to give their prisoners pa-

role on their promise to return at a stipulated time. There 

is no instance of a trust having been betrayed, even when re-

turn meant death, for an Indian warrior of any ch$.racter would 

prefer death to the brand of a coward by his friena_s o:ir foes. 

To escape fr om one's captors vmen under guard, howeve :c, is con-

sidered commendable and honorable. Prisoners often attempt it 

successfully. To boast or act defiantly when tied to the stake 

also signifies bravery, and evokes admiration. It is not un-

usual, however, for a warrior to boast in his more direct and 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings. p-390-392-395 
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useful narrative. The renovvned among them never boast of their 

deeds till the propel" moment and occasion. 

Young warriors who have reputations to acquire for their 

brave deeds strive to be discreet and modest in their sugges-

tions, and often follow up their suspicions and clues alone in 

dread of the ridicule and contempt that,certainly follow a 

false alarm. Should he really achieve anything, his glory would 

be the greater for being unshared. An example is given in "The 

Deerslayer" of how a young warrior met his death in such an 
1 

attempt. The knavish Indian will often "hang upon the skirts 

of the war-party to scalp the dead and go in and make their 

boast among the squaws of the valiant deeds done on the pale-
2 

faces: These braggarts are generally detected, however. 

1. Cooper: The Deeralayer, p-64 
2. Cooper: The Last of the Mahicans, p-216 
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The Indian and Friendship 

Some of the most interesting pages in these novels deal 

with the Indian and friendship. A review of these sections 

will, no doubt convince one of the desirability of being a 

friend to the redman rather than an enemy. Leatherstocking, 

on one occasion, says: 

" ••••••• the winds of heaven are not more deceitful than 
these savages when the devil has fairly beset them••••..•• 
:Make a redskin once your friend, he is yours so long as 
you deal honestly by him. "l 

The most outstanding example of deceitfulness given, is, 

undoubtedly, that practiced by Onoah in connection with his 

project to destroy all of the whites. By his words and actions, 

his vvhite companions had every reason to believe that in him 

they could place implicit trust, when all the time it was his 

purpose to scalp the whole party after they had served his 

purpose. The f olloWing conversation is between Ono ah and an-

other chief named Crowsfeather: 

"My father, then, intends to lead his pale-faces on a 
crooked path, a.nd take their scalps when he has done with 
them, n said Crowsfeather, who had been gravely listening to 
Peter's plans of future proceedings; but who is to get the 
scalp of the Chippewa?" 

"One of my Pottawattamie young men; but not until I have 
use of him. I have a medicine-priest of the palefaces and 
a warrior with me, but shall not put their scalps on my pole 
until they have paddled me farther. The council is to be 
held in the Oak Open!ngs," •••••••.• "and I wish to sho'llt my 
prisoners to the ahiefs, that they may see h<.i'r easy it is to· 
cut off all the Yankees. I have now four men of that people, 
and two squaws, in my power; let every red.man destroy as 
many, and the land will soon be clear of them a.11!"2 

When the time came, he led the simply trusting missionary 

and the soldier to the slaughter like sheep, and intended to 

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-290 
2. Ibid: Oak Openings, p-180 
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sacrifice all of the others, save two, who had become endeared 

to him. We must not forget, however, that in doing this he 

was acting according to his true convictions and to what he 

considered was his duty to his race. In his oVvn words: 

"My wish is to cut off the pale-faces. This must be done, 
or the pale-faces Will cut off the Injuns. There is no 
choice. One nation or the other must be destroyed. I am a 
red.man; my heart tells me that the pale-faces should die •

•

 They are on strange hunting-grounds, not the red.men. They 
are wrong, we are right. But Bourdon, I have friends among
the pale-faces and it is not natural to scalp our friends. 
I do not understand a religion +hat tells us to love our 
enemies, and to do good to them that do harm to us: it is 
a strange religion. I am a poor In jun and do not know what 
to think! I shall not believe that anyone do this tl11·r 
see it. I understand that we ought to love our friends. 
Your squaw is my daughter. I have called her daughter: she 
knows it, and my tongue is not forked like a snake's. What 
it says, I mean. Now I do not mean to scalp her; my hand 
shall never harm her. My wisdom shall tell .her how to es-
cape from the hands of red.men who seek her scalp. You, too; 
now you are her husband, and are a great medicine-man of 
the bees, my hand shall not hurt you either •.... "l 

It seems that every treaoherous deed o:f theirs can he paral-

lelled by deeds of trust and friendship •...• a friendship of the 

kind that enables _them to make all manner of sacrifices, life 

not excepted, for the one befriended. A warrior seems never 

to forget that death is one of the contingencies of the warpath, 

but this thought does not deter the brave among them, when they 

feel that death is met honorably and in a good cause. 

It has been evidenced that every acquaintance who is on good 

terms with an Indian is not by him, regarded as a friend. There 

must be a closer bond than this. Bona fide friendships general-

ly grow out of some favor or benefit bestowed, some mutual at-

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-365 
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traction, or the like. Such is the friendship of the Chippewa 

:for the: Bee Hunter in 11 0a.k Openings"; of Susquesus for the 

Little_pages in "The Little page Manuscripts"; of Wyandotte 

for Maud in nwyandotte"; of Leatherstocking and Chingaohgook 

for each other; of Conanohet for his Puritan friends. 

To be more speoifio, besides the mutual attractions the 

Chippewa and the Bee Hunter rad for each other, and the faot 

that they were allies in the war, the latter had rescued the 

Indian from his enemies. That was a favor never to be for-

gotten. When the Chippewa was acquainted with the plan oft he 

great Onoah to do away with all of the whites, the conflict of 

loyalti es between his race and his white friend that go on in 

the breast of the well-meaning Chippewa, makes a genuine appeal 

on one's sympathy. Until he beoomes convinced of the, imprac-

ticality of Onoah'a plan, he gives his friend numerous hints 

of impending danger, but none of sufficient alari ty to be effec-

tive, since Onoah ie also regarded by Bourdon as a friend. 

Afterwards, he frankly tells the Bee Hunt el!· how to determine 

if Peter means to act treacherously by him. During the escape 

which followed, the faithful Chippewa kept on the skirts of the 

enemy the entire time ntraveling hundreds of miles and endur-

ing hunger and fatigue, besides risking his life at nearly every 

step, in order to be of use to those vhom he considered him-

self pledged to serve."l 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-455 
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When Conanchet and a friend were overtaken by enemies, 

the latter urged the young chief to flee for his life, having 

himself resolved to die on the spot. Cananchet calmly re-

plied: 

"The enemies of a chief must not say that he led his 
friend into a trap, and that when his leg was fast he ran 
away himself, like a lucky fox. If my brother stays t.o 
be killed, Conanchet ~~11 be found near him."l 

In the flight that followed the friend was saved by the in-

geniuty of th~ Indian, who hazarded and. lost ~is own life as 

a result. 

Susquesus allowed himself to be captured so that he might 

be imprisoned with his friend in order to be able to serve 
2 

him the better. 

The. sacrifices th&t Chingachgook, Uncas and Leatherstocking 

made for ea.ch other are just as thrilling and beautiful. on 

one occasion when the Leatherstooking and the chief were won-

dering where eaah would be on the morrow, since the former was 

a captive, the sagamore said: 

"Chingachgook will be \v.i.th his friend, Deeralayer; if he 
be in the land of the spirits the great serpent ( this is9 

the meaning of Chingachgook) will arawl at his side; if 3 
beneath yonder sun, its warmth and light will fall on both." 

The death of a friend is invariably vindicated. When 

Su.squesus hears that his friend, the Chainbearer, has.been 

mortally wounded he s~vs: 

"Dat bad--must take scalp to pay for dat ! Ole fri 'nd--
good ,fri 'nd. Always kill murdered. rr 4 

Later in the story the suspected one is fatally shot and all 

evidences seem to indicate that Susquesus had dealt out Indian 

2. Cooper: The Chainbearer, p-283 
1. Ibid: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p-382 
i: fRfa:: ~R: Eg:1i!i~tt,Pp4$~3 
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justice, without hesitation or compunction. 

This same kind of loyalty or vengeance is also exe:rrcised 

in behalf of the. tribe. One instance is given of a soldier 

who killed a chief while in captivity among Indians. This 

chief had few friends. 

"No one regretted him very much and some were actually
glad of his fate. But the dignity of the conquerors must 
be vindicated. It would never do far a pale-face to ob-
tain so great an advantage and not take a signal venge-
ance for his deeds. 0 l 

Among the Indians the warpath is always open as long as 

there ia a death to be revenged, especially if it is the death 

of one held.in great esteem. 

i. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-388 
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Indian Law and Justice 

ibe reader has already been given an insight into Indian 

law and justice in connection with the councils, presided over 

by the chiefs. In this section the subject v'Vi.11 be dealt with 

more directly. 

Cooper makes clear that if the Indian is judged according 

to his own code, he will be found to be law-abiding and just. 

Such expressions a.s the following are typical: 

"Red.men have laws as well as pale-faces. If there is a 
difference it is in keeping those laws. • • . . . • • ..•••...•• 

"·· ..• there is an authority among red.men beyond that of 
a chief. It is the red.man I s law." 

11 ••••••••No men honor right and justice more than red-
men, though it's in their own fashion."l 

"Amongi! the .American savage the rights of property are 
distinctly recognized, so far as their habits and resources 
extend. The hunting.:.grounds belong to the tribe, and oc-
casionally the field; but the wigwam and the arms and the 
skins, both for use and for market, and often the horses; 
and all other movables, belong to the individua.l. "2 

These property rights are held sacred. in the tribe and 

between friendly tribes, but,as has been stated, they see no 

wrong in stealing from the enemy. The author explains, 
11 The American Indian is seldom a thief in the ordinary 

sense of the term; but he treats the property of those he 
stays as his own. In this particular he does not differ 
materially from the civilized soldier, I believe, plunder
being usually considered as a legitimate benefit of w~r."3 

"Indian justice is ste:rn but it is natural justice. No 
man is ever put to the ban among redmen, unless they are 
satisfied he is not fit to enjoy savage rights."4 

We have two notable examples of Indians who were banned 

permanently or temperarily by thei:i:· tribes. One is Magna in 

1.. Cooper:. Redskins, p-293 
2. ~bid: Oak Openings, p-320-1
3. Ibid: Satanstoe, p-415
4. Ibid: Wyandotte, p-117 



- 69 -

"The Last of the M:ohicans"; the other, 7Vyandotte in the novel 

by that name. Magna is a most malignant and fiendish indivi-

dual who is always manipulating matters for his own private 

ends; W'yandot te is called a "clever knave", and a "surly scound-

rel." His good qualities were almost over-shadowed by his 

treacherous and suspicious behavior. 

There are two instances of Indians being stabbed ox brained 

on the spot for repeated cowardice or treason. In "The Last of 

the Mahicans" the following speech precedes such an act of 

summary punishment. 
11Reed-that-bends," said the chief, "addressing the young 

culprit by name, and in his proper language," though the 
Great $pirit has made you pleasant to the eyes, it would have 
been better that you had not been born. Your tongue is 1.oud 
in the village, but in battle it is still. None of my young 
men strike the tomahawk deeper into the war-post--none a.f 
them so lightly on the Yengeese. The enemy know the shape of 
your back, but they have never seen the color of your eyes. 
Three times have they called on you to come, and as often did 
you forget to answer. Your name Wi. ll never be mentioned again 
in your tri be--i t is already forgotten." 

As the chief slowly uttered these words, pausing impres-
sively bet,veen eaoh sentence, the culprit rais.ed his face, in 
deference to the other's rank and years. Shame, horror, and 
pride struggled in his lineaments. His eye, which was con-
tracted with inward anguish, gleamed on the persons of those 
whose breath was his fame; and the latter emotion for an in-
stant predominated. He arose to his feet and baring his 
bosom, looked steadily on the keen glittering knife that was 
already upheld by his, inexorable judge. J,,J3 the weapon passed 
slowly into his heart, he even smiled, as if in joy at having 
found death less dreadful than he had anticipated ••.....• "l 

The other instance occurs in The Wept of 1:'lish-ton-Wish, page 
380. 

1. Cooper: The Last o:f the Mohicans, p-271...2 
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The Principle of Revenge in Practice 

With the Indian it is a species of religious principle 

never to forget a benefit or to forgive an injury. 

"They are taught from infancy upward, to believe it a 
duty never to allow an injury to pass unrevenged; and 
nothing but the stronger· claims of hospitality can guard 
one against their resentments when they have power."l 

Throughout the novels one frequently comes across ex-

pressions such as ngood for good, bad far bad", "never forget 

a favor; never forgive an enemyn, in connection with them. 

The best example of this principle in action is. the story of 

Wyandotte. 

This Indian had been a chief in his own tribe, but had 

fallen from that high estcte and lived almost wholly among 

the pale-:Eaces-with the family of o.ne Captain Willoughby in 
/ 

particular • 

The Captain had on several occasions ordered that Wyan-

dotte be lashed far his misdemeanors in and around the 

garrison. It seems that of all ill-treatments, an Indian 

regards that of being flogged the most disgraceful, particu-

larly if he is a chief. In his mind the wounds never heal--

the smart continues until revenge is taken, and that. revenge 

is frequently the death of the offender. 

"Nick had often meditated this treacherous deed, ( Cap-
tatn Willoughby's death) during the thirty years which had 
elapsed between his first flogging e.n d the pre sent period; 
but circumstances had never placed it.s execution Safely in 
his power. The subsequent punishments had increased the 
desire, for a few years; but time had so far worn off the 
craving for revenge, that it would never have been actively 
revived, perhaps, but for the unfortunate allusions o.f the 

1. Cooper: Pioneers,p-133 
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viatim himself to the subjeot. Captain Willoughby had been 
an English soldier, of the school of the last century. He 
was nattn'ally a humane and just man, but he believed in the 
military axiom, that 'the most flogging regiments were the 
best fighting regiments'; and perhaps he wa.s not in error, 
as regards the lower English. character. It was a fatal 
error, however, to make in relation to en .American savage; 
one who had formerly exercised the functions, and who had 
not lost all the feelings, of a chief. Unhappily at a 
moment when everythi~ depended on the fidelity of the 
Tuscarora, the captain had bethought him of his old expedi-
ent for insuring prompt obedience, &nd, by way of reminder, 
he made an allusion to his former mode of punishment. As 
Nick would have expressed it, "The old sores smarted"; the 
wavering purpose of thirty years was suddenly and fiercely 
revived", and when an opportunity came "the knife :passed 
into the heart of the victim, vvi th a rapidity that left no 
time for appeals to the tribunals of God I s mercy. "l 

The Indian's threat that no man-pale-fsce or Indian-

can give ... blow on back of Wyandotte ( his name as a chief) and 

see sun set, was carried out. 

At the same time that Nick was contemplating the murder of 

Captain Willoughby he -remembered th&t W.t.rs. Willoughby had 

nursed him back to health when he had been very sick. He was 

· particularly fond of an adopted daughter, Maud, who had done 

little favors for him, as well as placed great trust in him. 

After stabbing Captain Willoughby he did everything possible 

to lessen the shock of his death to these women of his house-

hold, all of' whom had ever stood high in his friendship. He 

later defended them against members of his own race, risking 

hio life &nd sustaining cuts and bruises. 

This friendliness and generosity for members of' the 

family did not mean that he regretted what he had done; he 

was simply acting; according to his own code or nature. 

1. Cooper: Wyandotte, p-397 
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"Nick walked up to the table, and gazed at the face of his 
victim.with a coldness that proved he felt no compunction.
Still he hesitated about touching the body, actually raising
his hand, as if with that intent, and then withdrawing it, 
like one stung by conscience ••..•••••••• 

" •••.••The hesitating gesture excepted, the strictest scru-
tiny, or the keenest suspicion, could have detected no signs 
of feeling •••••••••••••He believed that, in curing the sores 
on his own back in this particular manner, he had done what 
became a Tuscarora warrior and a chief•••••• "l 

It was because of a flogging that Magna, a chief in "The 

Last of the Mohicans", undertakes such dire vengeance upon 

Cora, the daughter o:r his enemy. When the young woman asked 

him what pleasure he would have in sharing his wigwam with a 

woman he did not love he answered: 

"When the blows scorched the back of the Huron he would 
know where to find a woman to feel the smart. The daughter 
ot Munro would draw his water, hoe his corn, and cook his 
venison. The body of the gray-head would sleep among his 
cannon, but his heart would be within reach or the knife of 
Le Subtil." 2 

The revenge, then, is not always taken out on the offender, 

but on others dear to him, or of his race, or associates. In 

"Satanstoe" a body of Indians murder a whole group of survey-

ors to avenge a flogging of a chief among them, by a Negro who 

was connected with the surveying party. They showed their en-

mity fo.r the offender by severely torturing the one member of 

the massacred group ~elonging to his race. In such a manner 

do these creatures of passion avenge their real or fancied 

griefs. 

Frequently, the mere thought ot revenge causes a gleam 

of terrorizing resentment to flash across the dark lineaments 

of an Indian's countenance. He will loosen a weapon,--and then 

1. Cooper: Wyandotte, f-433 
2. Ibid; p-114- The Las of the Mahicans 
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as suddenly settle into as deep a repose as if he never knew 

the instigation of.passion. 

To he face to face with death does not alter the sacred-

ness of the virtue of revenge, which is evidenced by the 

message Hard-Heart sends his people when he thinks he is 

doomed to die at the hands of the Tetons: 

"Tell tbem that Hard-Heart has tied a knot in his wam-
pum for every Teton?" burst from the lips of the captive,
with that vehemence with which sudden passion is known to 
break through the barriers of artificial. restraint; "if 
he meets one of them all in the prairies of the Master of 
Life, his heart will become 51ouxl" l 

Perhaps the Delaware girl's definition of neighbor will 

shed light on who is regarded as an enemy. It was her re-

action to the Christian maxim: "Love thy neighbor as thy-

self." 

"Neighbor for Injun no mean pale-face," answered the  
Delaware girl with more decision than she had hitherto  
thought it necessary to use. "Neighbor means Iroquois 
for Iroquois, Mohican for Mohican, pale-face for pale- 
taoe ••••• "2  

Beyond a doubt, the Indian's conception of friend and enemy 

is very distinct; his vengeance is always directed towards 

the latter. Wyandotte advises Captain W111oughby never to 

be neutral in a "hot war. Get rob from bot' side. Always 

be one or to 'oder, cap'in." 

When the captain explained that a conscientious man 

may think neither side wholly right or wrong, and that he 

never wished "to lift the hatchet"unless his cause were 

just, Wyandotte replied: 

l. Cooper:The Prairie, p-309 
2. Ibid: Deerslayer, p-205 
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"Injun no understand dat •. \brow hatchet at enemy--
what matter what he say--good t'ing, bad t'ing. He 
enemy--dat enough. Take scalp from enemy--don't touch 
friend." l 

1. Cooper: Wyandott6, p-383 
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The Beward tor Good Behavior 

As with other peoples, the Indian believes that only 

it he has lived up to his ideals of right behavior, is he 

entitled to a reward in after life. Old Ohingachgook died 

happily, singing of his victories over his enemies and ot 

his "good deeds" and did not doubt that he would begin lire 

all over in the Happy Hunting Ground to which his fathers 

had gone. 

The words of the song are interes ting: 

nr will come J I will come! to the land of the just 
I will come! The Maquas I have slainl I have slain the 
Maquasl and the Great Spirit calls to his son. I will 1 
comel I will come to the land of the just! I will comet" 

Afterwards he said in a low, distinct voice: 

"Who can say that the Maquas know the back of the Mo-
hegan? What enemy that trusted in him did not see the 
morning? What Bingo that he chased ever sang the song of 
triumph? Did Mohegan ever lie? No; the t!"uth lived in 
him. In his youth he was a warrior, and his moccasins left 
tJ:e stain of blood. In his age he was wise; his words a~ 
the coune1i-r1re did not blow away with the winds." 2 · 

1. Cooper: Tl:lli? Pioneers, p-408 
2. Ibid, p-409 
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On the Warpath 

Having considered the Indian warrior's rank, habits, 

traits, appearance, and ideas, we .come next to his actual 

participation in warfare. :Cn his primitive state, secur-

ing the necessities of life, and protecting himself, and 

those depended upon him, from the enemy, was his great 

problem and naturally occupied most or his time and atten-

tion. The author not only presents the methods used on 

the warpath, but invariably explains why such practices 

were followed, to tm great enlightenment of the reader. 

We shall first consider the warrior's skill in observation 

and trailing. 

Indian 3ki1:l in Observation 

Attentive sagacity forms no small part or an Indian's 

education. It is a universal practice among Indians not to 

permit a single distinctive mark which might characterize a 

person or an object escape them, though they suffer no gaze 

of idle curiosity to disgrace their manhood. They can in-

variably tell the air, the stature, the dress, and the fea-

tures, even to the color of the eyes and the hair of strang-

ers who come among them, and make other conjectures as to 

their physical powers, abilities, and intentions. 

Their senses are keenly developed through practice, and 

one might be sure that they will be the first to detect 

sounds, sights• and appearances, all of which are frought 

with meaning for them. So practiced and acute do their senses 
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become when whetted by the apprehensions and wants of 

savage life, and more especially when they are on the war-

path, that trifles apparently of the most insignificant 

sort often prove to be clues to lead them to their object. 

They become adept at interpreting evidences and seldom 

fail to tell the purposes or behavior of the enemy. 

"With an Indian to describe, and an Indian to inter-
pret ar apply, escape from discovery was next to impossi-
ble." l 

They are always on the look-out for camp-fires and can 

·
tell by the nature of the smoke the circumstances connected 

with it. Naturally people who are so skilled in the art 

of cunning and dissimulation are not easily deceived them-

selves. The disguise of two white men in "Redskins" was.· 

·"' effective with their friends and even w1th members of their 

family, but an old Indian penetrated the ruse at once. 

The Indian and Trailing 

Their knowledge of trails seems to amount to an in-

stinct. They never seem at a loss to find the particular 

place sought. It is true they have generally roamed the 

forest since childhood, and an Indian always takes particu-

lar note of the facilities of places that are susceptible 

of being made use o:f' later. In "Satanstoe", an Indian 

proved to be a more satisfactory guide than a compass in 

the obscure and tangled virgin forests. Deerslayer says, 

" •••••a hound is not more sartain on a scent than a redskin, 

when he expects to get anything by it. Let this party see ··-~.. 
'":'.·1-,•,1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-117 
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saalps afore 'em, or plunder, or honor according to their idees 

of what honor is, and 'twill be a tight log that hides a canoe 

from the eyes."l 

.An Indian never starts on an expedition without smoking 

over his council-fire and deliberating on the course to pursue. 

They have the custom of trailing at sundown. In speaking of 

their enemies Deerelayer says to his companions: 

"These varlets pretend to be bent on their sun-down meal; 
but the moment it is dark they will be on our trail as true 
as hounds on the soent."2 

The following paragraph gives an idea of how a trail was 

covered. 

"The canoe was lifted from the water, and borne on the 
shoulders of the party. They proceeded into the wood, 
making ae broad and obvious a trail as possible. They soon 
reached a water-oourse, which they crossed, and continued 
onward until they oame to an extensive and naked rook. At 
this point. where their footsteps might be expected to be 
no longer visible,. they retraced their route to the brook, 
walking backward with the utmost care. They now followed 
the bed of the little stream to the lake into which they 
immediately launched their oanoe again. A low point oon-
aealed than from the headland, and the margin of the le.ke 
was fringed for some distance with dense and over-hanging
bushes. Under the cover of these natural advantages, they
toiled their way, with patient industry, until the scout 
announced that it would be safe once more to land. 

"The halt continued until evening rendered objects indis-
tinct and uncertain to the eye. Then they resumed their 
route. and, favored by dal'k.ness, pushed silently and vigor-
ously toward the western shore•.•.••••..•••••••••••••••••• 

"The boat was again liften and borne into the woods. mere 
it was carefully concealed under a pile of brush. The ad-
venturers assumed thier arms and pa.oks" and proceeded. 3 

1. Cooper: Deersla.yer, p-52 
2. Ibid: The Last of the Mahicans, p-234 
3. Ibid: p-235 
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One frequently comes across the expression in these novels, 
11water leaves no trail", e,nd it is often resorted to for this 

reason. For the next passage is descriptive of a search for a 

lost trail. 

flHawkeye and the Mahicans now applied themselves to their 
task in good earnest. A circle of a few hundred feet in 
circumference was drawn, and each of the party took a seg-
ment for his portion. The examination, however, resulted in 
no discovery. The impressions of footsteps were numerous, 
but they all appeared like those of men who had wandered 
about the spot without any design to quit it. Again the 
scout and his companions made the circuit of the halting-
place, each slowly following the other, until they assem-
bled in the center once more, no wiser than when they
started. 

ll'V{13 must get down to it, Sagamore, beginning at the spring
and going over the ground by inches," (exclaimed Hawkeye),"The
Huron. shall never brag in his tribe that he has a foot tha.t 
leaves no print." 

11 Setting the example himself, the scout engaged in the 
sc::r:utiny with renewed zeal. Not a leaf was left unturned. 
The sticks were removed and the stones lifted--for Indian 
cunning was frequently known to adopt these objects as covers, 
laboring with the utmost patience and industry to conceal 
,each footstep as they proceeded. Still no discovery was made. 
At length Uncas, whose activity had enabled him to achieve 
his portion of the soonest, raked the earth across the turbid 
little rill which ran from the spring, and diverted its course 
into another channel. So soon as the narrow bed below the 
dam was dry, he stooped over it with keen and curious eyes.
A cry of exultation immediately announced the success of the 
young warrior. The whole party crowded to the spot where 
Uncas pointed out the impression of a moccasin in the moist 
alluvion. 11 1 

The expediency resorted to by Uncas in the last paragraph 

has been styled improbable by some critics of the author. It 

is possibly the most ingenius device related in this connection, 

1. Oooper: The Last of the Mohioans, p 240 
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though numerous others less fantastic would appear improbable 

to one unacquainted with Indian acumen in such matters. For 

this study, however, the incident serves to emphasize the idea 

of their resourcefulness and close scrutiny. 

The Tuscarora, in II Wyandotte", was able to tell that a 

.Party which he had followed was composed chiefly of white men 

by the trail they left. His explanation follows: 
11 When did red warriors ever travel on their path like hogs· 

in a drove? •.........• 
11 Toe turn out•... step too short ••. trail too broad •. trail 

too plain•.march too short. 0 1 

The Indian walks in-toed and bends at the knee, but their 

movements are light, springy, and swift. The native warrior 

never moves through a forest in a disorderly group.· 

" •... usually he marches in a line of single files, which 
has obtained the name of Indian file with us; and whenever 
there are strong reasons for concealing hie numbers, it is 
his practice for each succeeding man to follow, as nearly 
as possible, in the footsteps of the warrior wfto precedes him; 
thereby rendering a computation difficult if not impossible. 11 2 

1. Cooper: "Wyandotte", p-305
2. Cooper: Satanstoe, p-416 
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Indian Warfare 

We come not to the actual methods of Indian warfare. The 

philosophy of an Indian attack consists mainly in a ready hand, 

a quick eye, and a good cover, among which they can move in as 

sudden and rapid a manner as possible, thereby defying the 

enemy 1 s aim. It is always conducted with great precaution and 

stealth, is preceded by profound stillness, and generally comes 

when the enemy least expects it, in order to insure their blow. 

The author explains: 
11 It .is seldom, indeed, that the a,boriginal Americans ven-

ture on an open assault of any fortified place, however small 
and feeble it may be. Ignorant of the use of artillery, and 
totally without that all-important arm, their approaches to 
any cover, whence a bullet may be sent against them are ever 
wary, slow, and well concerted. They have no idea of trench-
es, do not possess the means of ma,king them, indeed; but they
have such substitutes of their own as usually meet all their 
wants, more particularly in the portion of the country that 
are wooded. 11 1 

Again, he says: 
11 ••••• Indians would never approach a stockade in open day,

and expose themselves to the hazards of losing some fifteen 
or twenty of their number before they co.uld car:ry the place.
This was opposed to all their notions of war, neither honor 
nor advantage tempting them to adopt it. As for the first, 

· agreeable to savage notions, glory was to measured by the  
number of scalps taken and lost •........ "2  

For a vivid and thrilling account of a hand to hand com-

bat, when only weapons of offense are used, the reader is re-

ferred to Chapter twelve of "The Last of the Mohicans. 11 Among 

whoops and 1eapin_;_, blows are passed "with the fury of the 

1. Oooper: Oak Openings, p-397 
2. Ibid: Wyandotte, p-337 
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whirlwind and the rush of lightening." The tomahawk is hurled; 

the long and dangerous knife is thrust; victims are crushed to 

the earth with a blow. The deadly strife wreaks with blood 

and hair-breath escapes; and in the end only one member of the 

defeated party cunningly escapes alive. 

This battle, however, is tame as compared with the blood 

curdling "Massacre of William Hen:ry 11 recorded in the same book. 

On this occasion the redmen's blood was hot and-temper up. 

They becar.ae maddened fiends who perpetrated deeds on women and 

children too horrible to relate. When a fatal and appalling 

whoop was raised, 
11 !/Iore than two thousand savages broke from the forest at 

the signal, and threw themselves across the fatal plain
with instinctive alacrity. We shall not dwell on the re-
volting horrors that succeeded. Death was everywhere and 
in his most terrific and disgusting s,spects. Resistance 
only served to inflame the murderers, who inflicted their 
furious blows long after their victims were beyond the 
power of resentment. The flow· of blood might be likened 
to the outbreaking of a. torrent; and n,s the natives be-
came heated and maddened by the sight, many among them even 
kneeled to the earth, and drank freely, exultingly, hellish-
ly, of the crimson tide. 11 1 

The examples of Indian warfare already cited illustrate 

its fierce, terrible, and cruel aspects, more than the methods 

used by the w·arriors. For the latter, we turn to the night 

atta.ck on the home of the Puritans in 11 The Wept of Ylish-ton-

Viish." When the enemy could be overcome in no other way, fire 

was often resorted to. The following paragraph describes the 

throwir.g of a brand. 

l. Cooper: The Last of the Mahicans, p-195 
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11 A small bright ball of fire had arisen out of the fiends, 
and, describing an aro in the air, it sailed above their 
heads and fell on the shingles of a building which formed 
a part of the quadrangle of the inner court. The movement 
was that of an arrow thro,vr, from a distant bow, and its 
way was to be traced by a long trail of light, that follow-
ed its course like a blazing meteor. This burning a,rrow 
had been sent with a cool and practised judgment. It 
lighted upon a portion of the combustibles that was nearly 
as inflamable as gunpowder, and the eye had scarcely suc-
ceeded in tracing it to its fall, ere the bright flames 
were seen stealing over the heated roof. 11 1 

By this time the vast range of out-buildings were wrapped 

in fire. Through the openings between the buildings the eye 

could look out upon the fields, where every evidence of a sullen 

intention on the part of the savages to persevere in their object 

was seen. 

"Dark, fierce looking, and nearly naked human bodies were 
seen flitting from cover to cover, while there was no stump nor 
log within arrow 1 8 flight of the defenses, that did not pro-
tect the person of a daring and indefatigable enemy. It was 
plain the Indians were there in hundreds, and as the assualts 
continued after the failure of a surprise, it wr.ts evident th:::i,t 
they were bent on victory, at some ha.zard to themselves. No 
usual means of adding to the horror of the scene were neglected.
Whoops and yells were incessantly ringing around the place,
while the loud and oft repeated tones of a couch betrayed the 
1::1-rtifice by which the save,ges had so often endeavered, in the 
earlier part of the night, to lure the garrison out of the 
palisades. A few scattering·shot, discharged with deliberation 
and from every exposed point within the worked proclaimed the 
coolness and the vigilance of the defendants. 2 

The Indians cease their attacks as suddenly as they begin 

them, and maintain a profound stillness as before. A surprise on 

them often disconcerts the main body of their warriors, but at 

such times the coolness of the chiefs is generally shown. 

1. Cooper: Wept of Wish-ton--Wish, p-172 
2. Ibid, p-164-5 
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uThough a. panic is not usual among these wild warriors, 
they seldom xally on the field. If once driven inst 
their will, a close pursuit will usually disperse them 
for a time.nl 

Indians hcve often been accused of cowardice because they 

do not persist in the fa.ce of failure. Cooper offers an ex-

plano.tion on this point : 
11 It is not unusual for the Indians to retire satisfied 

with their first bloi.v. So much of their military success 
was de;iended on surprise, thc,,t it often hap1)ened the re-
treat comm.enced with its failure, than that victory \Vas 
obtained by perseverance. So long as the battle ra§;ed, their 
courage v,as eaual to its dangers; but among people who made 
so great a merit of artifice, it is not at all surprising 
that trey seldom put more to the h.a.zard than Yrn.s justified 
by the most severe descretion." 2 

The contrast between the undisciplined fighting of the Indhms 

and the steady tramp of the Red-Coats is sharply drawn in 11 The 

Deersla.yer )t, 

Cun-:1ing and treachery play such a large part in Indian war-

fare that these and similar traits deserve especial mention. 

Pathfinder says, 

"One redskin has more cunning in his natur 1 than a whole 
regiment from the other side of the w?.ter--that is what I 
Ceall cunning of the woods. 11 3 

11 •••••• it is an Indiiin rs natur r to be found where he is 
least expected. No fear of him on a beaten path, for he 
wishes to come upon you when unprepared to meet him, and the 
fiery vill ians make it a point to deceive you one ,vay or 
a.nother. n 4 

They ,;;e,tch the smallest movements without the a,ppee.rance 

of observin§; a.t all; they answer questions evasively; they pre-

tend to be the dupes of others when at the same time, they under-

strmd what is being done, a.nd, await the opportune time to strike 

back.• 

1. Cooper: Satanstoe, p-466 
2. Ibid: Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p-333 
3. Ibid: Pathfinder, p-;-50 
4. I"bid: p-39 
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With dead bodies they work A.11 manner of art if ices to ma.ke 

them appear as if alive, in order to allure others to the spot, 

on so that their he,voc may prove the more dreadful on discovery. 

On one occasion, they propped the bodies in reclinin~ positions, 

a.nd threw them into attitudes the,t had the horrible resemblance of 

a. circle of men reposing after a meal and passing a few minutes 

in idle tB.lk. Often the limbs of the dead were allowed to stiffen 

in a.tti tud.es of mocking levity, and with such a.n art e.s to de-

ceive a negligent observer at a distance of a hundred yards. 

They seem to be adept in ingenius disguising. Chingachgook 

took advantage of his knowledge of the Iroquioan lan1s-uage, and 

in the dark, pretended to be one of them, and succeeded in taking 

a boat for his own use. They often used leaves as a protective 

covering or hid themselves in the carcasses of animals. 

The description of the manner of Chief Mahtoree 1 8 wary approach 

to the tents of a squatter under cover of darkness, in order to 

ascertain their number 2.nd means of defense, illustrates the arti-

fice, the craftiness, and the subtlety, practiced by the skilled 

and experienced vmrrior. ( The Prairie, Chapter IV) An excerpt 

follows: 
11 •••••• to one less a.ccustomed to such a species of exercise, 

it would hB.ve proved painfully laborious. But the advance of 
the wily snake itself is not more certain or noiseless than 
was his a)proach. He drew his form, foot by foot, through the 
bending g;rass, pausing at each movement to catch the smallest 
sound that might betray a.ny knowledge, on the !JD.rt of the 
travellers, of his proxirni ty. He succeeded, at length, in 
dragging himself out of the sickly light of the moon into the 
shadows of the brake, where not only his own dark person was 
much less liable to be seen, but where the surrounding objects 
became more distinctly visible to his keen and active glances. 11 1 

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-53 
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The entire story of Arrowhead in "The Pathfindern is one 

of treachery and deception. He could invaria:01y find an excuse 

for :his questionable behavior that either appeased or ba.ffl ed 

those with whom he feigned friendship. When the final ol8,sh 

cmne, however, he was found to be the leader of the foe. 

Deerslayer narrowly escaped being shot by an Indian of the 

op:posing ranks whom he had just left, after settling the oues-

tion of the ownership of a boat in pea,ce and to the apparent 

sevtisfaction of the savage. 

u The parting words were friendly, and \Vhile the red-man 
walked calnlly towards the tvood, with the rifle in the hollov; 
of his arm, without once looking back in uneasiness or 
distrust, the white man moved toward the remaining ca,noe, 
carrying his pe2.ce in the same pacific manner, it is true, 
but keeping his eye fastened on the movements of the other. 
This distrust, ho·wever, seemed to be altogether uncalled 
for, .and, as if a.shamed to have entertained it, the young man 
averted his look, and stepped CEtrelessly up to his boat. 
Here he began to push the canoe from the shore, and to mal,{e 
his other orepar2.tions for denart He mif2:ht have been 
thus employed-a minute, when,-happening to turn his face 
towards the land, his quick and certain eye told him, a.ta 
glance, the imminent jeopardy in which his life was placed. 
The black, perocious eyes of the savage were glancing on him, 
like those of the crouching tiger, through a small opening 
in the bushes, and the muzzle of his rifle seemed already to 
be opening in a. line with his own body. 11 1 

1. Cooper: Deersl!:tyer, p-1:35 
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Scalping in War 

A footnote in 11 The Last of the Mohicans11 sums up briefly 

the pertinent facts about the honor attached to scalping by 

the Indian. 
11 The !forth American warrior caused the hair to be plucked 

from his whole body; a sm2,ll tuft was only left on the crovm 
of his head, in order that s ene::ny might ava.il himself of 
it in wrenching off his scalp in the event of his fall. The 
scalp was the 0nly admissable trophy of victory: Thus it 
was deemed more important to obtain the scalp than to kill the 
man. Some tribes lay great stress on the honor of strikino< 

~ 0 
the dead body. These practices have nearly disappeared among 
the Indians of the Atlt:mtic States. 11 1 

It must be mentioned also that the French and English paid 

high prices for scalps during the contest over the oi.vnership 

over this country a,nd the early colonial period. Deerslayer says, 

on one occasion·, that tvm scalps r.' ould purchase a keg of powder 

and a rifle. In these novels the greater emphasis is laid upon 

the honor attached to scalping, hovrever, and numerous incidents 

are given to illu$tr2.te t s view. Wick in 11 Wyandotte 11 met the 

bewildered gaze of 1.la.jor ·.7illoughby YJi th a smile of grim triu.inph, 

as he pointed to the three bodies of the latter's father, mother, 

and sister, over whom he stood guard, t:md said: 

11 See--all got see.Ip! Deat 1 nothin 1--scalp, eboeryt 1 ing. 11 2 

The reeking token of an Indian triumph often swung before 

the still conscious eyes of the mangl victim from Whose head 

it had been torn. The bodies of their mirn dea.d were removed a,t 

all hazards, and concealed in order to prevent the oustoma.ry 

mutilation; and, among some tribes, as stated, to prevent the 

dead body from being struck. This latter custom was held sacred 

1. Cooper: The Last of the Hohicans, p-27 
2. Ibid: Wyandotte, p-413 
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by some of the western tribes, and is illustrated by the follow-

ing· incident: 

"A Pa"\7llee Ohief had sunk under the numerous wounds he had 
received, and he fell, a target for a dozen a.rTows, in the 
very last group of his retiring party. Refardless a,like of 
inflicting further injury on their foes; and of the temerity
of the act, the Sioux brcwes bounded forvmrd with a whoop, 
each man burnirg with the wish to reap the high renown of 
striking the body of the dead. They were met by Hard-Heart 
and a chosen knot of warriors, ctll of '.·:hom were just as 
stoutly bent on saving the honor of their nation from so 
deadly a stain. The struggle was hand to hand and blood be-
gan to flow more freely. As the Pawnees retired with the 
body, the Sioux pressed upon their footsteps, and at length 
the whole of the latter broke out of the cover Yi'i th a co:rm::ion 
yell, and threatened to bear d0vm all O!)posi tion by sheer 
physical superiority . 11 1 

In connection with this se.rne battle an aged and woun{ed 

warrior rode a mile on horseback, strapped to the belt of his 

compc1,nion without a. murnrur, in order tha,t his 11 ,vhi te hairslf might 

not be carried into the village of the enemy. W'b.en he saw that 

their pursuers were steadily gaining ground upon them, he stopped 

his companion and reauested that his head be severed from his 

less vaJ.uable trunk in order to lessen the weight a,nd insure 

victory. This wa.s done insta.ntly by his understanding comrade, 

and the latter rode to safety flourishi the grim a.nd bloody 

visage ctnd shouting triumphantly. 

rrnen Chings,chgook heard that Deerslayer had killed a warrior, 

but had not sc~lped him, the chief replied: 
11 Qood! A Delaware will look for the SOftlp, and hang it on 

a pole, and sing a. song in his honor when we go back to our 
people. The honor belongs to the tribe; it nrust not be lost. 11 2 

The honor attached to scalping is the only excuse one can 

1. Cooper: The Prairie; p-375-6 
2. Ibid: The Deersla.yer, p-169 
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offer for the well-known incident in II The Last of the l'lohicansn 

when Chingachgook returned a.nL scc:.lped the harmless Frenchman 

who lvc,s cto sentinel duty on the banks of the "bloody pond. 11 

To be sure, some 'f/:mrriors were more ruthless than others, and 

preferred toaking: life to scalping. Such base fellows ,.,ere 

generally known in their tribes. ffencha in II The Pra.iries 11 , 

and the 11 '.Veasel 11 in "Oa,k Openings" illustrate this type. 

Knowing· with how much disr:ust the average oivilized person 

regards this custom of scalping a.mo:mg the Indians, Cooper makes 

the following explanation: 
11 Let not the refined reader feel disgust at this exhibi-

tion of the propensities of an American savage. Civilized 
life has hetct, and still ha.s many customs little less ex-
cusable than that of scalping. Without dra,gging into cwcount 
the thousand and ore sins that disgrace and deform society, 
it will be sufficient to look into the sin~le interest of 
civilized warfare, in order to make out our case. In the 
first place, the noble st strategy of the a.rt is, to pUt the 
greatest possible force on the least of the enemy, and to 
slay the '7eaker party by the mere power of numbers. Then, 
every engine th1:'..t ingenuity can invent is drawn into the 
conflict; and rockets, revolvers, shells, and a.11 other in-
fern?,l devices are resorted to in order to get the better 
of an enemy who is not provided \*fi th such availa.ble means 
of destruction. And after the battle is over, each side 
commonly slaims the victory; sometimes, because a partial 
success has been obtained in a srna,11 portion of the field; 
sometimes because half a dozen horses have run away with a 
gun, carrying it into the hostile ranks; and a.gain because 
a bit of rag· has fallen from the he,nds of a dead man, and 
been picked up by one of the opposing side. Ho\v often has 
it happened that a belligerent, vrell practiced in the art, 
has kept his 01m colors out of the affa,ir, and boasted that 
they were not lost! Now an Indian practices no such shame-
less expedients. His point of honor is not a bit or r~g, 
but a bit of skin. He shaves his head because the ha.ir 
encumbers him; ):)ut he chivalrously leaves a. scalp-lock, by the aid 
of which his conaueror ca.n the more easily carry -a.way the 

' J, 
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coveted trophy. The thought of ohea,ting in such a matter 
never o,:;ours to his unsophisticated mind; and as for 
leaving his II Oolors11 in the barra,oks, while he goes into the 
field himself, he would disda.in i t--na:y, cEmnot practise it, 
for the obvious re?.son that his hea.d ,vou1d have to be left 
with them. u 1 · 

If Oooper ".Vrote such scathing criticism of civilized war-

fare in his time, wh2,t Wo',ld he say of that of today1 Gerta.inly 

one of the reasons why this a.uthor has succeeded so admira.bly 

in his portrayal of Indian life is beca.use he has .dealt with it 

sympathetically, and judged the Indian according to his mm 

pattern of culture in true sociological fashion. !,1any writers 

today fail in their treatment of what is known ci.s "racial 

groups" beccmse they make no such comprehensive ap~Jroach. 

l. Cooper: Oak Openin;·s, p-149-50 
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The Yell 

Thus far in this discussion "Yells II have been inciden-

tally mentioned. They ple.y no small p2,rt in Indian warfare. 

In the words of Leather stocking, 11 An Indian yell is pla.in 

language to men who have p1:1.ssed their days in the woods. 11 

Different types Rre used on different occe.sions, the most 

important of which are explained belov;. 

11 The yell was the customary 1:: menta.tion 2.t the loss of 
a ·warrior, the shout a sign of rejoicing that the conquer-
or ha.d not been able to secure the scalp•.•.... 11 2 

One yell called the 11 death halloo 11 by the whites wa.s 

first a low Emd fearful sound, succeeded by a. hi[h, shrill, 

yell, drawn out to eque.l the lorn~:est and most plaintive 

howl of the wolf. It represented equally the ,vailings of 

the dead and the triumph of the victors, and each repetition 

was intended to announce to the tribe, the fate of the enemy. 

Such a yell was given by a ~arty returning from the war-path. 

A yell of defeat vvas one 2.s fierce 2,nd savage as will 

and revenceful passions could throw in the air. Yells of 

di se.ppointment were equ2.l ~y frightful r,'.nd often 2.ccompEmied 

by frantic rtestures and other unrestrained behavior. A 

whoop, fe.tal and r,pp2.lling·, ':·:as [:enerally the signe.l for the 

plunge into battle, iYhich was obeyed 11 2,s coursers bound at 

the signal to ouit the g:·ori,1. 11 It was r::..nswe:recl by horrible 

yells thc:~,t were intended to bespeak terror into the bosoms 

of the O;)ponents, 2.nd served to S})Ur on themselves. 

1. Cooper: The Last of the ].'Iohicans, p-132 
2. Ibid: Deerslayer, p-132 
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They raised no shoop when a scout fell into the he.nds 

of the ere my. Scouts were generally sent out to over-look 

the enemy am secure the facts necessary to make the wisest 

attack. Naturally, such an occupation 1,7a.s full of perils. 

Other signals used are bird calls, or the imitation of 

animals, usually the symbol of the tribe. Deersla.yer attra.c-

ted the "Great Serpent' s 11 e..ttention by hissing like a snake. 

Signals vrere also sent by smoke from fire ma.de of different 

mnterials. 
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Messengers in War 

Several instances are e;iven in which :messengers -i:.rere sent 

between the warring parties. They were recognized by certain 

symbols and were e,lways respected. The usuei,l si;;::·n of peace was 

by exhibi tin;;:: the na..1ced hand. Sometimes the arms were thrmm 

upwe;xd to1711rd the heavens And then a.llor.red to fP,11 impressively 

on the b:reast. The advisability of sending (), messenger to 

treat vJ'i th the enemy is discussed i:::t a scene in II Sr.tanstoe11 • 

The quest ion was asked of c> friendly IndiEm: 

"Do you think it safe to send e. rnessenp·er out to treat the 
Hurons, in order to inquire after our friends, and to treat 
11Ti th them? 11 

11 No send? Why not? 11 returned the Indian. Redman glo.<i to 
see messenger. Go when he want; come back when he want, 
How can make bo.rg,:,,in, if scal:p messenger? 11 l 

The first speaker then comments P,S follows: 

"I had heard that the most sava§e tribes respected a mes-
seng·er; and, indeed, the necessity of so clotng wa.s, of it-
self, a sort of security that such rm.1st be the case. It rm.s 
true, that the bearer of a. flag might be in :ilore dcmger, on 
such an errand than would be the C,\se in a camp of civilized 
men; but these Canada IndiE\ns brtd been long serving with the 
French, e.nd. their chiefs, beyond a question, had obtained 
some of the notions of pale-face war-fe.:re. 11 t 

The Indian willingly agreed to be the messenger. He washed 

the war-prdnt from his face, put a calico shirt over his 

shouldsrs, and c1.ssumed the guise of peace. He ~·.ras given a small 

white to carTy by his doubting friends. The I:ridic.\n found 

some wampum in which he apix'.rently had as ::rru.ch f~,i th thc:1.n n.ny-

th:i.ng else. 

1. Cooper: Satanstoe,P-456 
2. Ibid: p-459 
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The messenger vra,s received ci.nd three Ohiefs came to the 

parley. A reauest to speak to one of the prisoners ·was gninted 

by the Indians with great delicacy and with no show of sus-

picion. As often happened; the prisoners took this op;)Qrtunity 

to free themselves. 

On one occasion vrhen a messenger was sent to the Indians 

to sue for peace, e. bundle of arro1ivs wrapped in the glossy 

striped skin of the rattlesnake was returned. Their meaning 

was very obvious. 
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Treatment of Prisoners 

It r:e.s a policy F>xnong the India.ns to t2-J<.:e their prisoners 

alive. A warrior in 11 Deerslayer 11 was 11 ashamed to be seen with 

tr2,ces of blood Ebout him r..fter. ha,ving: used so m2.,ny injunctions 

to convince his young v:arriors of the necessity of ta.king their 
. . ~1. II:r) risoners c. 1 ve. 

Immemorial 2.ncl saoreo. usage protected the persons of priso:& 

ers until the tribe in council deliberfl.ted a,nd 6-etermined his 

fate. They were sometimes bound to stD.kes; sometimes, allowed 

to run the gauntlet, a. severe trir.1 which ended va.riously for 

the victims: in dea.th, freedom, or continued captivity. Mem-

bers of the tribe, including women and children, provided with 

cts dee.dly 17eapons as could be procured, formed themselves in a. 

double line through which the victims were SUP!)Ose to run, while 

his torrnento:i:·s me.de every effort to cut them clovm with f'a.tevl 

blows. In chapter twenty-three, of II The Last of the lv1ohicans 11 

a, vivid and deta.iled c1.ccount is :I·iven of a prisoner e.ttempt 

this feat. 
11 Instead of rushing through the hostile lines, e.s had been 

expect , he just entered the dP.ngerous defile, and. 1)efo:re 
time was g:iven fore. sint;:le blow, turned short, Pnd, lee.p-
inr< the hee,d.s of a rov; of children, he gained at once the 
exterior and safer side of the formidnble a1·ray. The arti-
fice was 1::i,nrwered by 2, hundred voices raised in imprecations, 
and the whole of the excited multitude broke from their order 

sprea.d themselves about the place in ,,ild confusion. 11 2 

vn1en a prisoner wc,s tortured every method vva.s used to inti-

mida.te him, or to sap his resolution; :for nothing gives a.n 

Indian greater setisfe.ction than for a captive to show weak-

1. Cooper: Dcerslayer, 1:)-385 
2. Ibid: The Last of the Mohicans. p-265 
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ness in such an ordeal, Knives and tomahawks were hurled at 

his head, the aim being to strike as close to the victim as 

possible without absolutely hitting him. Sometimes the rifle 

was used. Only those expert with the weapons were allowed 

to attempt such a hazardous experiment, less an early death 

might out short the entertainment. The oaptive seldom escaped 

injury in sueh a trial, in spite of the precautions used, and 

death often followed, even When the blow was not premeditated. 

Needless to say, some fiery spirits vVOuld scarcely be expected 

to refrain from striking the fatal blow intentionally, when 

revenge was uppermost in their minds. The experiment was most 

often a display of skill in the use of the weapons, however,--

the participants being anxious to exhibit their dexterity be-

fore their comrades. The ahiefs were careful to stop such 

exercises before the ferocious passions of the tormentors were 

aroused. 

It was a common practice for the women, especially the  

older ones, to throw the captive into a rage by their taunts  

and revi lings, and then to turn him over suddenly t o the men  

in a mental state little favorable to enduring bodily agony •  

. Soi:netimea the body was pierced with burning splinters; in 

faot, all manner of barbarous practices were indulged in. 

Death by torture between saplings was perhaps the most cruel 

of all. 

"Young trees that do not stand far apart are trimmed of 
their branches, and brought nearer to ea.oh other by bending
their bodies; the victim is then attached to both trunks, 
sometimes by his extended arms, at others by his l ega, or 
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by whatever part of the frame cruelty oan suggest, when the 
saplings are released, and permitted to resume their natural 
positions•. Of course, the sufferer is lifted from the earth, 
and hangs suspended by his limbs, with a strain on them that 
soon produces the most intense anguish."l 

Before leaving the subject of torturing, the excellent sum-

mary and explanation by the author must be given. He says, 

"There is scarcely a method of inflieting pain, that comes 
within the compass of their means, that the Horth American 
Indians have not essayed on their enemies. When the infernal 
ingenuity that is e:xeroised on these occasions fails of its 
effect, the captives than.selves have been heard to suggest 
other means oft orturing that ~ have known, practised suc-
cessfully by their own people .--"Tnere is often a strange 
strife between the tormentors, and the tormented; the one to 
manifest akill in inflicting pain, the other to manifest for-
titude in enduring it. As has been said, quite as much re-
nown is often acquired by the warrior in setting all the de-
vices of his conquerors at def1.anoe, while subject to their 
hellish attempts, as in deeds of arms. It might be more true 
to say that such .!!! the practice among Indians, than to say, 
at the present time, that such is; for it is certain that 
civilization in its approaches,-;'hile it has in many particu-
lars even degraded the redman, has had a silent effect in 
~~~~~~ ~~n~1ifi1ia;!~.m8i{ ~~ i~gb~£~~0 ~&afur~:igoreta1:~ant 
tribes still resort to all these ancient usages; but it is 2 
both hoped and believed that those nearer to the whites do not." 

Prisoners were not alwqs subjected to t a.rture, by any means. 

The policy of adoption has already been explained in connection 

with the chiefs in council. Moreover, a renowned warrior taken 

captive, was often invited to become tht husbmd of one of the 

widows in the tribes.; not infrequently he was o:f fered the place 

of the man who had fallen by his own hands. A refusal of one of 

their women was a onsidetred an insult to the tribe, especially 

when the alternative was death. Women oaptives were also in-

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-389~ 
2. Ibid: p-388-9 
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vited. to become squaws. It was not unusual for these offers of. 

marriage to be extended to the whites. 

Sometimes the release of prisoners was secured by means of 

bribes. A character in "Deerslayer" says: 

"I know of no means to release the prisoner, than by brib-
ing the Iroquois. They are not proof against presents; and 
we might offer eno,ht perhaps, to make them shink it better 
to carry away what o them will be rich gifts than to carry 
awa:y poor prisoners; if indeed they should carry them away 
at all!"l 

Cooper brings out the point that while Indians care little for 

houses and riches in the ordinary sense of the term, they are 

great lovers of finery and ornaments. Suah objects generally 

bring exclamations of delight from them, in spite of their 

training in self-command. 

An amusing incident, tinged also with pathos at their ap-

palling ignorance of values, is oi ted in "Deerslayer" in whiah 

two prisoners were exchanged for four or five ivory Chessmen 

in the shape of elephants with castles on their backs. The 

fact that these toys, for such they were, were exquisitely 

carved weighed heavily with the redmen, who were great admirers 

of skill. When the chiefs came to transact the negotiations 

the following conversation took place: 

"My brother, Hawkeye, has sent a message to the Hurons, •••• 
and it has made their hearts very glad. They hear he has 
images of beasts with two tails? Will he show them to his 
friends?" 

" .•.•••••Here is one of the images; I toss it to you under 
faith of treaties. If it's not returned, the rifle will 
settle the p'int atween us." 

l. Cooper: »eerslayer, p 116 
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•••.••••••••••• then followed a soene••.••.• in which astonish-

ment and delight got the mastery of Indian stoicism••••••••••• 

For a few minutes they apparently loss the oonsaiousness of 

their situation in the intense scruting they bestowed on a ma-

terial so fine, work so highly wrought, and an animal so extra-

ordinary •••.•..•.•••• 

"Has my pale-face brother any more such beasts?" at last 
the senior of the Iroquois asked, in a sort of petitioning 
manner. 

"There's more Where them came from, Mingo," was thf answer; 
"One is enough, however, to buy off fifty scalps." I, 

The Indian then proceeded to hoast of the greatness of his 

prisoners in order to augment their value, and drive the best 

bargain he could. Deersleyer held the extra chessmen in reserve 

in order to anooth any difficulty that might arise. .After mucJl 

caviling and cunning on both aides, an agreement was reached, 

whereby the prisoners would be returned for four of the bi ts of 

carved ivory. 

In "The Prairie", :Mahtoree offered the squatter, Ishmael 

Bush, buffaloes, skins, and wives for sons, as well as one for 

himself, in the place of two pale-face wcmen whom he desired ; 
to keep. 

Indians almost always reacted favorably to gifts, unless 

moved by sane deep-seated passions. This, together with their 

ignorance of values, was often taken advantage of by the whites. 

The author relates that Captain Willoughby paid "rum, tobacco, 

a.. Cooper: The Prairie, p-328-9
* 1. Ibid: Deerslayer, p 260-1-2 
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blankets, wampum, and gunpowder" for more than "six thousand 

acres of capital land. n The Indians made their marks on a 

bit of deerskin:, thus extinguishing their title to the patent. 

The wily :Magna, 1n "The La.st of the Mahicans," won his way 

into the hearts of the Delawares by bestowing upon them, with 

the most flattering compliments, gifts which consisted princi-

pally of trinkets of little value plundered from the slaugh-

tered females of William Henry; but when gold, silver, powder, 

lead, everything, was offered him for the release· of a young 

woman, he refused, so bent was he on taking revenge. 

We have already noted how largely the Indians are given 

over to superstitions beliefs. Very frequently, if this 

element in their natures, was played upon skillfully enough 

by prisoners, release followed. Certain individuals are held 

sacred by Indians; among them are medicine-men, who are be-

lieved to possess mag:ical power and control over evil spirits; 

and persons thought to be insane, or feebleminded. 

Much space is devoted to the narration of an amusing in-

cident in "Oak Openings" in whiah a white man assumes the 

role of a "great medicine '1 and contrives his escape from his 

captors. Later, because of the success of his deceptive art, 

his scalp is undesired. on at least three other occasions, 

similar ruses are played successfully upon in these novels. 

Missionaries were a class of medicine-men ?ho were gener. 

ally unmolested by the savages. .An Indfan tells a White com-

1. Cooper: Wyandotte, p-9 
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pan.ion, who was wondering about the safety of a missionary: 

"Dont hurt him,.,•••••••.••••••••••• Know mean well---
takl about Great Spirit ...... Injun don't scalp such 
med1oine-men---if don't mind what he sayt no good take 
scalp."l 

Apparently there were exceptions to this ru.le. The same 

missionary in question was put to death in connection with a 

project to kill all of the whites; but, even in this aase, 

many doubted the wisdom of the plan, and the responsibility 

for carrying it into effect rested chiefly on the shoulders 

of one chief more malicious than the rest. Death was made as 

easy for the missionary as possible. .As a mark of singular 

respect, his scalp was not taken. 

7n "Wyandotte" there is a division of opinion as to the 

sacredness of the person of missionaries among Indians. The 

divine, himself, stated that there was scarce a. tribe in the 

colony but had some knowledge of the priest-hood. He had 

heard o:f no instance in whloh such persons had ever been mis-

treated. His opponent, playing on the :name of the parson, 

remarked that they would care no more for "little Woods" than 

they did for the great woods through which they passed on 
2 

their infernal errands. This divine went among the group of 

warriors to find out what their mission was, and, if necessa-

ry, to convince them of the sin of attacking his innocent 

friends. The Indians thought him a madman, and compelled him 

to take the route to the settlements, instead of joining their 

Cooper: Oak O~enings, p-158
v,Yafldotte, p-276 
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enemies, since they were averse to harming him.  

" ••.••••.No Indian would harm a being whom the Great  
Spirit had disarmed, by depriving it of its strongest 
defence, reason. In this respect, nearly all unsophisti- 
cated nations resemble each other; appearing to offer  
spontaneously, by a feeling credit able to human nature,  
that protection by their own forbearance which has been  
withheld by the inscrutable wisdom of Providence. 11 1  

Other examples of persons who were unharmed on account  

of their mental deficiencies were "Hetty" in "Deerslayer",  

and "David" in "The Last of the Mohicans." Their friends  

derived much benefit from their immunities. The recklessness  
2 

and bravado of an old sailor in "The Pathfinder" caused the 

Indians to suspect him of madness and consequently to cease 

their attack on the building on which he stood. 

So much of the Indians• superstitions beliefs were con-

nected with their religious doctrines that they had a natural 

awe of the God of the pale-faces. The seemingly miraculous 

behavior on the part of the inmates of the: burning block in 

"The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, was attributed by them to the 

power of the Deity of their victims, to whom they had been 

heard to pray. They appeared to expect some unequivocal 

manifestations of his power. 

The reader will probably recall that these prisoners had 

found refuge in a well unknown to the Indians, who tho~ht 

that they had been strangely infused with a sentiment of resign-

na.t ion and calmness by their Great Spirit. The ruins were re .. 

garded with awe, reverence, and fear. 
1. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p-192 
2. Ibid: "The Pathfinder, p-397 
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Later in the story, a young chief is sorely puzzled to find 

the very people "who died that night" still a.live, and serious-

ly warned his associate against harming them, saying: 

"Gray beards and boys were in that fire, and when the tim-
bers fell nothing was left but coals. Yet do they who were 
in the blazing lodge, stand there! •••••..••••••••••••••••• 

The Yengeese deal with unknown Gods; they are too cunning
for a:n. Indian? "l 

Even the proud r·eaolution snd :far-sighted wisdom of his 

companion were shaken by this testimony; yet it was with a 

leaning to incredulity. He had prevailed over many similar 

signs of supernatural agency that were exercised in favor of 

his enemies, but never had so imposing a case as this been pre-

sented by one so high in authority. It was finally agreed to 

question the prisoners on the subject and the truth was revealed. 

In explanation of SllC:h superstitious beliefs Cooper says 

that with ignorance must of necessity go a certain degree of 

superstition. In fact, men of all degrees of learning are sub-

ject to it, for, 

"There is too much of the uncertain, of the conjectural,
in our condition as human beings, to raise us altogether
above the distrusts, doubts, wonders, and other weaknesses 
of our present eondition••••.••.•..•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Let us not, then, deride these poor children of the forest, 
because that which was so entirely new to them should ala o 
appear inexplicable and supernatural. "'2 

l. Coopei·: W&pt- of?ilimi~tQnJ!*.\f!ifl, p-315 
2. Ibid: Oak Openings, p-303 
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The Warrior and Death 

As intimated before an Indian warrior aooepts death as 

something to be expected on the warpath, and meets it accord-

ingly. In "The Last of the :Mohiaans" is a paragraph desorip-

ti ve of the behavior of Chingaohgook vilen he felt certain 

that hi a party was trapped hopelessly by his enemies. and pre-

ferred death to deserting it. 

"Chingaohgook, placing himself in a dignified posture on 
another fragment of the rook, had already laid aside his 
knife and tomahawk, and was in the a.ot of taking the eagles'
plume from his head, and smoothing the solitary tuft of 
hair in readiness to perform its last and revolting office. 
His countenance was composed, though thoughtful, while his 
dark gleaming eyes were gradually losi?lg the fierceness of 
the combat in an expression better suited to the change he 
expected momentarily to undergo.ltl 

He then began the usual CllS tom of boasting of his deeds-

of bravery and successes against his enemy, ending by expres-

sing the wish that his captors would come speedily to work 

their wills upon him. His actual death as pictured in ltThe 

Pioneers" is characterized by fortitude and an exhilarated 

happiness. The Leatherstooking interprets the old sagamore's 

feelings at that time to a companion as follows: 

" •••••.•••he knows his end is at hand as well as you or 
I; but, so far from thinking it a loss, he believes it to 
be a great gain. He is old and stiff., and you have made 
the game so scarce and shy, that better shots than him find 
it hard to get a livelihood. Now he thinks he shall travel 
where it Will a1ways be good hunting; where no wicked or 
unjiast Indian can go; and where he shall meet all of his 
tribe together agin. There's not much loss in that, to a 

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohioans, p-82 
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man whose hands are hardly fit for basket-making. Loss1 if  
there be any loss, 'twill be for me. I'm sure after he 'a  
gone t there' 11 be but 11 t tl e left for me but to follow." 1  

Mr. Grant, a minister, who had be en attempting to con-

vert Chingaehgook to his ohristina WSN" of thinking on re-

ligious questions, was grieved by the Indian's total indif-

ference to his entreaties. The old soout explained: 

"He hasn't seen a Moravian priest sin' the war; and 
it's hard to keep them from going back to their native 
wqs." 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••• 4 ••••••••••••••••••••• 

"No-no- he trusts only to the Great Spirit of the sav-
ages, and to his om good deeds. He thinks like all 
his people, that he's to be young agin, and to hunt, and 
be happy to the end of etarnity. It's pretty muoh the 
same with all colors, parson. I could never bring my-
self to think that I shall meet with these hounds, or my 
piece, in another world; though the thought of leaving
them forever sometimes brings hard feelings over me, and 
makes me oling to life with a greater craving than be-
seems three-score-and-ten."2 

Mohegan's farewell to his companion gives further in-

sight into their beliefs: 

"Hawkeye, my fathers call me to the happy hunting-grounds.
The path is clear, and the eyes of Mohegan grow young. I 
look--but I see no white-skins; there are none to be seen 
but just and brave Indians. Farewell, Hawkeye--you shall 
go with the Fire-eater and the Young Eagle to the white man's 
heaven; but I go after my fathers. Let the bow, and toma-
hawk, and pipe, and the wampum of Mohegan be 1 aid in his 
grave; for when he atarts~twill be in the night, like a war-
rior on a war-party, and he can not stop to seek them." .,3. 

1. Cooper: The Pioneers, p-409 
2. Ibid: p-410-11 
3. Ibid: p-410 
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According to an Indian's belief in the virtue of a war-

rior's betraying no physical weakness, an Indian wishes to 

die in a manner to win applause among his fellowmen. In 

"DeerslS¥er" and Indian secretly regrets "that none of his 

tribe were present to witness his stoicism, under extreme 

bodily suffering, and the firmness With which he met his end." 

He attempted to express his apprecia. ti on to Deeralayer for 

the consideration shovn him, and especially for sparing his 

scalp. The scout says, 

"No, no---warrior, hand of mine shall never molest your
scalp, and so your soul may rest in peace on the p' int 
of making a decent appearance, when the body comes to 
join it in your own land of the -spirits. n 

"....... • •• Then he placed the body of the dead man in 
a sitting posture, with its back against the little rook, 
taking the necessary care to prevent. it from falling or 
in any way settling into an attitude that might be thought
unseemly by the sensitive, though mild notions of the 
Indian. "l 

The custom of assuming a sitting posture at death seems 

to have been a common one among the Indians. 

We are given one example of funeral obsequies-those 

for Uncas and Cora, two characters in "The Last of the :Mohic-

ans." They continued from early dawn till twilight, through-

out which time the Delaware nation maintained a breathing 

stillness that was only broken by an occasional stiffled sob, 

and the ceremonies in connection with the dead. All eyes 

were centered on the objects of their grief, and great defer-

ence was shovm the chief mourners. 

1. Cooper: Deersla.yer, p-130-1 
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"Seated, as in life, with his form and limbs arranged
in grave and decent composure, Unoas appeared arrayed
in the most gorgeous ornaments that the lfealth of the 
tribe could fumish. Rich plumes nodded above his head; 
wampum, gorgets, bracelets, and medals, adorned his 
person in profusion; though his dull eye and vacant linea-
ments too strongly contradicted the idle tale of pride
they would convey. 

"Directly in front o:f the corpse Chingaohgook was placed,
without arms, paint. or adorment of any sort, except the 
bright-blue blazonry of his race, that was inde~iby im-
pressed on his naked bosom. During the long period that 
the tribe had been thus collected, the Mohican warrior had 
kept a steady, anxious look on the cold and senseless 
countenance of his son. So riveted and intense had been 
that gaze, and so changeless his attitude, that a stranger
might not have told the living from the dead, but for the 
occasional gleamings of a troubled spirit that shot ath-
wart the dark visage of one, and the death-like calm that 
had forever settled on the lineaments of the other."l 

A temporary grave was made for the young ohie:f', "for it 

was proper that, at some future day, his bones should rest 

among those of his own people •ll 

"The body was deposited in an attitude· of repose, facing
the rising sun, with the implements of war and of the 
chase at hand, in readiness for the final journey. .An 
opening was left in the shell, by which it was protected 
from the soil, for the spirit to oommunicate with its 
earthly tenement, when neoessa:ry; and the whole was con-
cealed from the instinct and. protected from the ravages
of beast of prey, with an ingen:uity peculiar to the Jlat1ves."2 

l. Cooper: The Last of the Mahicans, p-379-80 
2. Ibid: p-389-90 
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The girls strewed sweet-scented herbs and forest flowers 

on the bier of Cora. Her body was deposited in a shell in-

geniously and not inelegantly fabricated of birohbark. Her 

grave was also concealed by leaves and other natural and cus-

tomary objects. The. ·oeremony, which c.ons iste.d chiefly of 

song will be described in the seotion under that name. 

When Hard-Heart, a young Pawnee Chief in "The Prairie" 

was contemplating death; he requested that his colt be slain 

on his grave saying: 

"Ha.rd-Heart w.1.11 ride his horse to the blessed prairies,
and will come before the Master of Life like a. chief!"l 

A chief in "Oak Openings", after telling the ill-fated 

missionary that his soldier friend would go along with him 

on his death journey, added: 

"It will be convenient to my brother to have a hunter 
with him; the path is so long, he will be hungry before 
he gets to the end. The warrior knows how to use a 
musket and we shall put his arms with him in his grave."2 

l. Cooper: The Prairie, p-311 
2. Ibid: Oak Openings, p-315-6 
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His Religious Beliefs 

The religious beliefs of the Indian are so thoroughly 

interwoven with all of their practices that previous dis-

cussions have already revealed many of them. Their idea 

that after death, the good warriors do nothing but fish and 

hunt over the most agreeable hunting-grounds and among game 

that is never out of season, and which is just active and 

instinctive enough to give a pleasure to death is explained 
l 

by Leatherstocking in "Deerslayer". Wioked Indians are 

obliged "to carry amunition, and to look on without sharing 

in the sport, and to cook, and to light the fi~es, and do 

everything that isn't manful.'' Or, in the words of the Dela-

ware, " •.•••••••••••• unjust Indians and cowards; will have 

to sneak in with the dogs and the wolves, to get their veni-
2 

son for their lodges.~ 

Different nations called their "Great Spirit" by dif-

ferent names. .Among the l>elaware, he was the Manitto; among 

the Sioux Wahcondah. The evil spirit of the latter was Wa.b-

oonsheoheh. I:n "Redskins" we read, 

"The Great Spirit of the Indian and the Great ~pirit of 
the white man are alike; so are the wicked spirits. There 

.is no difference in this." 3 

In "The Last of the ::M.ohicansn Leatherstooking goes fur-

ther in this comparison of Christian and Indian beliefs: 

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-476-7 
2. Ibid: p-496 
3. Ibid: Redskins, p-484 
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"Even the Mingo adores but the true and living God. 'Tis 
a wicked fabrication of the whites, and I say it to the 
shame of my color, that would n:ake the warrior bow down 
before images of his om. creation. It is true they endeavor 
to make truces with the wicked one--as who would not with 
an ememy he cannot eonquer?--but they look up with favor and 
assistance to the Great and Good Spirit only ...1 

The idea apparently conveyed in the last paragraph, that 

the Indians believed in a one all-powerful Diety is not substan-

tiated by present day facts on the subject. One hesitates to 

say, however, how much Cooper is allowing for the influence of 

the missionaries among the Indians. In another section, a chief 

who had started on the warpath with his c cmpanions, because of 

a serious offense committed against his tribe, was not in too 

great a hurry to stop and address the animals from which his 

"totem" the symbol of his tribe, bore its name. The author 

says: 

"There would have been a species of profanity in the omis-
sion, had this man passed so powerful a community of his 
fancied kindred without bestowing some evidence of his re-
gard. .Accordingly he passed, and spoke in words as kind 
and friendly as if he were addressing more intelligent beings. 
He called the animals his cousins, and reminded them that 
his protecting influence was the reason they remained un.. 
harmed, mile so many avaricious traders were prompting the 
Indiana to take their lives. He promised a cont inua.nc e of 
his favors and admonished them to be grateful. After which 
he spoke of the expedition in which he was himself engaged,. 
and intimated, though with suffiaient delicacy and oircum-
looution, the expediency of bestowing on their relative a 
portion of that wisdom for which they were so renowned. "2 

The animals addressed in this instance were beavers. A 

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohioans, p-252 
2. Ibid: The Last of the Mahicans, p-317 
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footnote explains that these harangues with beasts were 

frequent among the Indians; that they often addressed their 

viotims in this way reproaching them for cowardice, or com. 

mending their resolution, as they may happen to exhibit 

fortitude or the reverse in suffering. 

The Indians, as we have seen, also believed in magia 

power, hence their fear of one alass of medicine-men, whom 

they believed possessed power over wicked spirits. The 

author says, 

"Among the native tribes of the forest there were al .. 
ways two kinds of leeches to be met with. The one placed 
1ts mole dependence on the exercise of a supernatural 
power, and was held in greater veneration than their 
practice could at all justify; but the other was really 
endowed with great skill in the ordinary complaints of 
the human body ••••.••••• "l 

Mention is made in several novels of the Indians' aotual 

knowledge of healing with herbs, roots, bark, and the like; 

particularly of his ability to dress wounds, and such know-

legde of first-aid as one would naturally learn through 

experience. 

In "The Last of the Mohioans," a person disguised as 

a medicine-man was asked if he could drive the evil spirit 

out of a young woman, who was then very 111. Consistent 

with his character, he attempted to perfo:rm all manner of 

1. Cooper: The Pioneers, p-83 
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weird practices, lllloouth rites, and incantations, under 

which the Indian conjurers are accustomed to conceal their 

ignorance and impotency. One is not surprised that among 

so much superstition such customs would thrive. The inci-

dent as related is ludicrous, if not pathetic in part. 

Deerslayer says that the reason the redskins honored 

and respected them who fall short of their proper share of 

reason was because they knew that the 1vil Spirit delight-

ed more to dwell in an artful body, than in one that has 

no cunning to work upon. 

The whole life of the Indian was a perpetual struggle 

to win the favor of the good spirit and to appease the 

evil one. 

Like other people, they believed the Great Spirit 

was like themselves in color. Their Manitou did not talk 

and walk with them, but only spoke through thunder. He 

was always appealed to before every undertaking. In the 

next seotion, we shall see the oeremony that preceded the 

formal going on the war-path. 

The natural piety of the Indians in matters religious 

is clearly sh~n in these novels, but several references 

are made to the difficulty of o onverting the Indian to 

Christianity. Apparently it was not as difficult to make 

them understand some of the principles of faith, as it was 
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to reconcile them with the fact that the white man preached 

one thing and aotua.lly practiced another. .An Indian makes 

the :following comments on what a missionary had told him: 

"We do not expect that all the Great Spirit does can 
be clear to us Injlns. . • . • • • • We know very little; he 
knows everything. Why should we think to know all that 
he knows. We do not ••.•••.•••.• Indians can believe 
without seeing. i'hey are not squaws that wish to look 
behind every bush•••.•.•••• "1 

The following conversation between a white man and an 

Indian is self-explanatory: 

"I wish I could persuade you to thrOJf away that dis-
gusting thing at your belt. Remanber, Chippewa, you 
are now among Ohr iet1ans and ought to do as Chris ti ans 
Wish." 

"What Christians do, eh?" returned the Indian, with 
a sneer. Get drunk IIke whiskey Centre, dere? Cheat 
poor red.man; den get down on knee and look up at Manitou? 
Dat what Christian do, eh?"-

"They who do such things are Christians but in name; 
you must think better of such as are Christians in fact." 

"Ebberybody call himself C,bristian, tell you-all 
pale-face Christian, dey say. N'Oll, listen to Chippewa. 
Once talk long wit' missionary--tell about Christian--
What ChristiSJ:1 do-what Christian say--how he eat, how 
he sleep how he drink! ---all good--Wish Pigeonswing 
(himselff Christ1an...._.den 'member so 'ger at garrison--
no eat, no sleep, no drink Christian fashion- - do 
ebberyt'ing so' ger fashion--swear, fight, oheat, get 
drunk-wus dan Injun-dat Christian, eh?" 

cooper: Oak Openings, p-3791. 
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"No, that is not acting like a Christian; and I fear 
very few of us who call ourselves by that name act as 
if we were Christians, in truth/' said Le Bourdon, con-
scious of the justice of the Chippewa's accusation. 

"Just dat--now I get him--ask missionary, one day, 
where all Christians go to, so that Injun can't find him--
none in woods--none on prairie--none in garrison--none 
at Mack' naw--none at Detroit--when all go to, den, so 
Injun can't find him, on'y in Missionary talk?" 

"I am curious to know what answer your missionary  
made to that question".  

"Well, tell you: say, on 'y one in ten t 'ousant raal 
Christian 'mong pale-face, dough all call himself Chris-
tian! Dat, what Injun t 'ink queer, eh?"l 

One other example will suffice to substantiate this 

point. Indian John is talking to a young woman in ''The 

Pioneers." 

"John was young when his tribe gave away the country, 
in council, from where the blue mountain stands above 
the wate:r, to where the Susquehanna is hid by the trees. 
ill this, and all that grew in it, and all that walked 
over it, they gave to the Fire-eater, for they loved 
him. He was strong, and they were women, and. he helped 
them. No Delaware would kill a deer that ran in his 
woods, nor stop a bird that flew over his land; for it 
was his. Has John lived in peace? Daughter, since 
John was young, he has lleen the white man from Frontiao 
oome down on his white brothers at Albany and fight. 
Did they fear Goel? He has seen his English and his 
American fathers burying their t omaha.wks in each other's 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-108-9 
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brains, for this very land. Did they fear, God and live 
in peace? He has seen the land pass awS3 from the Fire-
eater, and his children, and the child of hi.s child, and 
a new chief set over the country. Di!d they live in 
peace who did this? did they fear Gqd?" 

"Such i a the custom of the Whi tea, John. Do not the 
Delawares fight, and exchange their land for powder, and 
blankets, and merchandise?" 

"The Indian turned his dark eyes on his companion and 
kept them there with a scrutiny that alarmed her a little. 

"Where are the blankets and merohandise that bought the 
right of the Fire'!'leater?" he replied more animated in 
voice; "are they with him in his wigWa.m? Did th<1q say 
to him, Brother, sell us your land, and teke this gold, 
this silver, these blmkets, these ri:fles, or even this 
rum? lVo; they tore it from him, as a scalp is torn from 
an enemy: and they that did it looked not behind them, 
to see whether he lived or died. Do such men live in 
peace and fear the. Great Spir i t?"l 

We have already told how Indian John, or Chingachgook 

refused Cbristian services at his death. The young chief 

Conanchet, mo had been subject to Christian influences, did 
2 

the same. 

One chief's conversion began with the moment that he 

actually saw and heard a missiona:ry,who was about to be put 

to death, prS3 for his enemies. .Another. Indian, who lived 

for a long period of years with a chaplin away :from the 

settlements was also converted in his old age. Susqueaus in 

1. Cooper: The Pioneers, p-390-1 
2. Ibid: The lept of Wish-ton-Wish, chap. 31 
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"Redskins" lived With the Littlepages through three gene-

rations, but could never be reconciled to the white man's 

saying one thing and doing another. 
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Indian Language 

It is only natural that the language used by the In-

dian shouJ.d attract attention. In this study we have had 

abundant examples of tra.nslatio?JS from his own lm:iguage 

and of his stilb,d, broken English. The latter is natural-

ly not that of his own tongue as spoken among themselves. 

Perhaps the most striking quality of his language is 

the abundant use of metaphors and comparisons. He forms 

a mental picture of what he wishes to say and talks about 

this image rather than the thing itself. The listener 

must be able to understand the image. As might be expeated, 

he draws praatioally all of his figures from nature, that 

is so close to his existence, and expresses his wonder and 

love of it in his comparisons. Suoh language would natural-

ly tend to be poetic. It also has the song-1:lke quality of 

rhythm, which is no doubt due to the fact that songs and 

chants are so intimately interwoven in his aotivities. 

A oold logio, keen sarcasm and irony, clever manipula-

tion of words are other noticeable characteristics of his 

use of language. Bevertheless his words are simple and 

sentences void of complexity. Repetition is used effectively, 

and short, sententious sentences are interspersed. Cooper 

was the first to express and fix the figure of the .American 

Indian. The attributes he gives it are in accord with the 
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findings of modem research on the subject. 

Indian personal names are significant inasmuch as they 

are invariably indicative of the traits of tm bearer. The 

Leatherstoaking says that an Indian is generally what his 

name signifies. Hames of warriors are usually won by their 

personal prowess, or the laok of it. The Leatherstocking 

was called Pathfinder, Deerslayer, Hawkeye as he became 

proficient in the abilities suggested by each. The names 

given to girls are more poetic; for example, Drooping Lily, 

Wild Rose, Dew-of-June. It has been discovered that the 

equivalent of the name Wish-ton-rash in the Indian lSJ1guage 

is prairie-dog and not whip-poor-will as the author supposed. 

This, however, is a minor point. 

Cooper explains that the meaning of Indian words is 

much governed by emphasis and tones. The voice of the red-

man, as we have seen, is very flexible and expressive. The 

adjectives mild, musical. and guttural are generally used 

in describing his speaking voice. 
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Song and Dance 

Song is a part of the religious worship of the Indian, 

We have quoted Mohegan's death so11g to the Manitto. In the 

elaborate ceremony that precedes the formal going on the 

warpath, song and dance form the chief part. Such a cere-

mony is vividly desoribed in "The Last of the Mohioans." 

It was performed around the trunk of a tree that had been 

ceremoniously stripped of· its bark and branches and color-

ed with stripes of dark red paint, indicative of the hostile 

designs of the ohie:ts. After this had been done, unoas, 

their acknowledged lea:ier, appeared, dr•ssed in his ecout1 

.war attire, and with one-half of his features hid under a 

aloud of threatening black. 

"Unoaa moved with a slow and dignified tread toward 
the post, Which he immediately oommenoed eno1rol1t:tg
with a measured step, not 1Jnlike an ancient dance, 
raising his voice, at the same time, in the wild and 
irregular chant of his war-song. the no tee were in 
the extremes of human sound.a; being sometimes melan... 
oholy and exquisitively plaintive, even rivaling the 
melody of birds---and then, by sudden and startling
transitions, causing the auditors to tremble by their 
depth and energy. rhe words were few and oft re-
peated, proceeding gradually from a. sort of invooa tion 
or hymn to the liety, to an intimation of the warrior's 
object, and terminating, as they commenced, with an 
acknowledpent of his own dependence on the Great 
Spirit. If it were possible to translate the compre-
hensive and melodious language in which he spoke, the 
ode might read· something like the following: 
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"Manitto! Manitto! Manitto! 
.Thou are great, thou are good, thou art wise 
Manitto? Manitto! 
Thou are just 

"In the heavens, in the clouds, oh! I see 
Many spots--many dark, many red. 
In the heavens, oh! I see 
Many clouds 

"In the woods, in the air, oh! I hear 
The whoop, the long yell, a.nd the cry. 
In the woods, oh! I hear 
The loud whoop! 

"Manitto! Manitt o! Manitto! 
I am weak, thou art strong; I am slow--
Manitto! Manitto! 
Give me aid." 

"At the end of what might be called each verse he made 
a pause by raising a note louder and longer than common, 
that was peculiarly suited to the sentiment just ex-
pressed. The first close was solemn, and intended to 
convey the idea of veneration; the sceond descriptive.
bordering on the alarming; and the third was the well-
known and terrific war-whoop which burst from the lips
of the young warrior like a combination of all the fright-
ful sounds of battle. The last was like the first, humble 
and imploring. Three times did he repeat this song, and 
as often did he encircle the post in his dance."1 

At the close of the first turn, the renowned warriors 

began enlisting singly in the song and dance until all were 

numbered in its mazes. The spectacle was now wildly terri-

fic; the visages of the warriors fierce-looking and menacing; 

their tones deep and gutteral. Uncas announced his leader-

ship of the party by striking his tomahawk deep into the 
l. Cooper: The Last of the Mohiaans, p-355-6 
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post and shouting his battle-cry. 

"It was a signal which· awakened all the slumbering 
passions of the nation. A hundred youths. who had 
hitherto been restrained by the diffidence of years,
rushed in a frantic body on the fanoied emblem ot 
their enemy, and severed it asunder, splinter ·by splin-
ter, until nothing remained of the trunk but its roots 
in the earth. During this moment of tumult the most 
ruthless deeds of war were performed on the fragments
of· the tree, with as much apparent ferocity as 1:t they 
were the llving victims of their cruelty. Some were 
seal;ped, and s cme reoe1ved the keen and trembling axe• 
and others suffered by thrusts f.rom the fatal knife. 
In short, the manifestations of zeal and fierce delight 
were so great and unequivocal that the expedition was 
deolared to be a war of the nation." I. 

In "The Prairie", a group of old hags in order to in... 

oite themselves to a state necessary for their murderous 

intent, chant "a low monotomous song that recalled the 

losses of their people in various conflicts With the whites,2 . 
and which extolled the pleasures and glory of revenge." 

They were given knives to slay some prisoners as the 

best means of getting rid of them. while tbe men were en~ 

gaged in defending the encampment. 

"Each of the crones, as she received the weapon, oom-
meneed a slow and measured, but ungainly step, around 
the savage, ( who distributed the weapons} until the 
whole were o1roling him in a sort of magic dance. The 
movements were timed in aome degree by the words of 
their songs, as were the gestures by the ideas. When 

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans. p-356-7 
2. lb id: The Prairie, p-363 
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they spoke of their losses they tossed their long, 
straight looks of gray into the air, or suffered them 
to :fall in confusion upon their withered neoks; but, 
as the sweetness of returning blow for blow was 
touched upon by themt it was answered by a canmon howl 
as well as by gestures that were sufficiently expres-
sive of the manner in which they were exciting them-
selves to the necessary ste.te of fury. ''l 

The ceremony at the last rites over Cora and Ub.cas was 

chiefly in chants "thrillingly soft and wailing" by the 

young women of the nation. 

"The words were connected by no regular continuation. 
but as one ceased another took up the eulogy or lamen-
tation, whichever it might be called, and gave vent 
to her emotions in such langua?te as was suggested by 
her feelings and the oocasi on. ' 2 

Their chant varied in tone and pitch with each change 

of subject. 

" ••••.••••nothing was audible but the murmurs of the 
music--relieved, as it was, by those occasional bursts 
of grief vvhich might be called its choruses. n 3 

The entire assembly save Chingachgook seemed charmed 

by the tones of voices so sweet. The wildest nor the most 

pathetic parts of the lamentations did not divert his 

gaze from the lineaments of his beloved son. Speeches of 

adulation were sung or spoken by all of the gifted men of 

the tribe. 

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-363 
2. Ibid: The Last of the Mohicans, p-381 
3. Ibid: p.383 



.. 123 -

"Then a low, deep sound was heard, like the suppres-
sed accompaniment of distant music, rising just high
enough on the air to be audible, and yet so indis-
tinctly as to leave its aharaoter and the place whence 
it prooeeded alike matters of etonjecture. It was, 
however, sucoeede4 by another and another strain, each 
in a higher key, until they grew on the ear, first in 
long-drawn and oft-repeated interaeetions, and finally
in words. The lips of Chingaohgook had so far parted 
as to announce that it was the monody of the father •• 
• • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • The strains rose just so loud as 
to become intelligible, and then grew fainter and more 
trembling, unt 11 they f ina.lly sunk on the ear, as if 
borne away by a passing breath of wind."l 

All ears were direoted to the grief-stricken father, 

and realizing the depth of his suffering, they relaxed in 

their attention to his son, and delicately turned to the 

obsequies of Cora. 

Song and dance were used on all festive oooasions. 

When the warriors returned triumphant from battle.; songs 

of triumph formed a part of their rew,ard. 

On several oocasions reference is made in these novels 

to the effects of song on the Indian and his love for it. 

When David sang on the battlefield the savages apparently 

forgot their mission and stopped to listen. They openly 

expressed their astonishment, admiration and satisfaction 

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-38J 
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"at the firmness With which the white warrior sang his 
1 

death-song." 

At another time when the young man sang, "Xhe Indians 

riveted their eyes on a rook and listened with an atten-
2 

tion that seemed. to turn them into stone." 

.An Indian in "The Chainbear" also declares his love for 

song. 

It is difficult to reconcile the folloWing statement 

found in "Redakinsff With the above: 

"I took a hurdy-gurdy, and began to pla, a lively 
air •••••.•.••••••No visible effect was produce4 on 
Suaquesus, (an Indian) unless a slight shade of con-
tempt was visible on his dark features. 

There was nothing surprising in this, the indiffer-
ence of the Indian to melody being almost as marked 
as the Negro's sensitiveness to its power."3 

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohioans, p-196 
2. Ibid: p-61
3. Ibid: The Redskins, p-130 
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The Indian Woman 

We are not given a very romantic picture of the life of 

the average Indian woman in these pages. While several love 

affairs are recorded, when her position is contrasted with 

that of her fortunate pale-face sister, as the author does, 

one is likely to regard her with compassion. 

We shall first consider the encampment, which, for her, 

was home. 

Her Home 

We are given several glimpses of encampments.in these 

novels. These differ according to the nature of the tribes 

inhabiting them. One, of a Huron tribe, consisted of some 

fifty or sixty lodges, rudely fabricated of logs, brush and 

earth intermingled, and arranged with very little attention 

to neatness or beauty. As usual, it was unguarded, the 

natives depending more on the secrecy of their position than 

on sentinels. Scouts were generally on the look-out at a 

distance from the settlement, .and if the stranger succeeded 

in eluding these, he was not likely to meet with guards near-

er home. The Indians also placed great confidence in their 

knowledge of the signs ot the forest, and of the long and 

difti cult path that separated them from those whom they had 

most cause to fear. 

A more detailed description is given of the temporary 

encampment of a horde of wandering Sioux, who had been hunt-

ing under the direction of their chief on those grounds which 

separated the stationary abodes of his people from those of 
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the Pawnee tribes. It consisted of alx>ut a hundred lodges 

aITanged without the least attention to order, on the edge 

of a table-land that overlooked a river. It was not military 

now in the slightest d~gree protected from surprise by its 

position or defenses. It bore the appearance of having been 

inhabited longer than its occupants had originally intended, 

but it was not lacking in signs of readiness for a hasty, or 

even a compelled, dep~ture. 

"The lodges were tents of skin, high, conical, 
and of the most simple and primitive construction. 
The shield, the quiver, the lance, and the bow of 
its master, were to be seen suspended from a light 
~ost betore the opening or door of each habitation. 
The different domestic implements of his one, two, 
or three Wives, as the braves was of greater or 
lesser renown, were carelessly thrown at its side, 
and here and there the round, full, JB.tient counten-
ance of an infant might be found peeping from 1 ts 
oomf'ortless wrappers of bark, as, suspended by a 
deer-skin from the same post, it rooked in the pass-
ing air. Children of a larger growth were tumbling 
over each other in piles, the ma.leal, even at that 
early age, ma.king themselves distinguished tor that 
species of domination, which in after-life was to 
mark the vast distinction between the sexes. Youths 
were in the bottom, essaying their juvenile powers
in curbing the wild steeds ot their fathers, while 
here and there a truant girl was to be seen stealing 
trom her labors to admire their fierce and 1mpa.tient 
daring." 1 

The following paragraph refers especially to the tent of 

their chiet, Mahtoree, who has been introduced earlier in 

these pages. It was 

"-----vividly emblazoned with the history of one of 
his own boldest and most co:nmended exploits, and --
-- stood a little apart from the rest, as if to de-
note it was the residence of some privileged indivi-
dual of the band. The shield and quiver at its en~ 
trance were rivher than common, and the high distinc-
tion of a fusee attested the importance of its pro.
prietor. In every other particular it was rather 

1. Cooper: The Prairie , p • 300 ,"- I 
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distinguished by'signs of poverty than of wealth.  
The domestic utensils were fewer in number and  
simpler in their :f'orms tl:iln those to be seen llbou t  
the openings of the meanest lodges, nor was there  
a single one of those highly prized articles ot  
civilized life, which were occasionally bought 
of the traders, in bargains that bore so hard  
on the ignorant natives. All these had been be- 
stowed, as they had been acq1a.ired, by the generous 
chief, on his subordinates, t·o purchase an in- 
fluence that might render him the master of their  
lives and persons; a species or wealth that was  
certainly more noble in itself, and far dearer  
to his ambition."  

In the discussion of the chiefs, we have seen how influential 

this Teton was. From this account of his tent some of the means 

he used for preserving his authority are revealed. Tue interior 

of the lodge is next described. 

"The appearance of the interior of the lodge 
corresponded with its exterior. It was larger than  
most of the others, more finished in its form, and  
finer in its materials; but there its superiority 
ceased. Nothing could be more simple and republican 
than the form of living that the ambitious and  
powerful Teton chose to exhibit to the eyes ot his  
people. A choice collection o:f' weapons for the  
chase, and three or four medals, bestowed by the  
traders and political agents of the Canadas as a  
homage to, or rather an acknowledgment of, his  
rank, with a few of the most indispensable articles  
of personal accommodation, composed its :f'umi ture.  
It abounded in neither venison nor the wild beef  
of the prairies; its crafty owner having well  
understood that the liberality of a single in- 
dividual would be abundantly rewarded by the daily 
contributions of a band. Although as pre-eminent 
in the chase as in war, a. deer or buffalo was  
never seen to enter whole into his lodge. In  
return, an animal was rarely brought into the Ell- 
aampment, that did not oon tribute to support the  
family of Mahtoree. But the policy of the chief  
seldom permitted more to remain than sufficed for  
the wants of the day, perfectly sure that all  
must suffer before hunger, the bane of savage life,  
could lay its fell fangs on so important a victim.  

"Inmtediately beneath the :favorite bow of' the  
chief, and encircled in a sort of magical ring of  
spears, shields, lances, and arrows, all of which  
had in their time done good service, was su .eq,ended  

1. · Cooper: The Prairie, p-314 
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the mysterious and sacred medicine bag. It was 
highly wrought in wampum, and profusely ornament-
ed wi~h beads and procupines' quills, after the 
most cunning devices of Indian ingenuity." l 

The attention lavished on this emblem of supernatural 

agency, by the chief, was in order that he "might be seen of 

men"; for we have already intimated the freedom of his religi-

ous beliefs. 

Additional information is given in connection with another. 

Huron encampment that consisted of some fifteen or·twenty huts 

constructed somewhat similarly to those already described. In 

the centre of the huts a fire had been kindled against the roots 

or a living oak that sufficed for the whole party, the weather 

being too mild to require it for any purpose than cooking. 

"Of furniture, they had next to none. Cooking
._.:l.il.tensils of the simplest sort were lying near the 
fire; a few articles of clothing were to be seen in 
or around the huts; rifles, horns, and pouches lean-
ed against the trees, or were suspended from the 
lower branches; and the carcasses of two or three 
deer were stretched to view on the same natural 
shambles. 

ttAs the encampment was in the midst of a dense 
wood, the eye could not take in its "tout ensemble" 
at a glance; but hut after hut started out of the 
gloomy picture, as one gazed about him in quest of 
objects. There was no centre unless the fire could 
be so considered - no open area where the possessors 
of this rude village might congregate; but all was 
dark, covert, and cunning, like its owners. A few 
children strayed from hut to hut, giving the spot 
a little the air of domestic life; and the sup-
pressed laugh and low voices of the women occasional-
ly broke in upon the deep stillness of the sombre 
forest. As for the men, they either ate, slept, or 
examined their arms. They conversed but little, 
and then usually·apart, or in groups withdraffl.l from 
the females; whilst an air of untiring watchful-
ness and apprehension cf: danger seemed to be blended 
with their slumbers." ~ 

Relaxation and general indolence usually followed the 

hearty meal at the close of the day's labor. While the men 

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p.316. ·s. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p.196-7. 
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kept their arms near them, the women kept their children. The 

laughter and chatter of the younger women was in a rebuked and 

quiet manner, yet they seemed light-hearted and happy. Re-

ference is made to their soft and melodious voices. The ohiefs 

generally assigned the aged women the duty of guarding captive 

females. 
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Her Young 

Many intimations are given of the love which an Indian wo-

IIRn bears her child, but very little space is devoted to the 

child in these novels. Reference has been made to their play, 

to their interest in the activities of their elders, and to 
v···their early acquirement of the pe:ttinent traits of' Indian 

character. As soon as the boys are of the age to go to the 

hunt, and·. on the warpath, they forsake the women and associate 

with men, - such sharp distinctions are drawn betwee~ the sexes. 

It is the ambition of every lad to go on the warpath. A 

lad in "The Last of the Mohicans" felt honored tba t he was 

given a dangerous mission to perfonn. Although wounded as a 

consequence, he would not mention it when questioned, but 

suffered patiently and proudly. He later stalked among the 

fellows of his own age, an object of general admiration and 

envy. 

Two rather full-length portraits are given of Indian 

youths who were old enough to follow the hunt, or to go on 

the warpath. One is Uncas in "The Last of the Mahicans"; 

the other, Conanchet, in "The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish." Both 

of these lads were young chiefs. We shall first consider 

Uncas. 

The beauty of his stature resembled that of a young god: 

Moreover, he was brave, courteous, and highly skilled in 

wood-craft. In common with other Indian youths, he always 

showed great deference to his elders, and accepted censure 
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graciously. While his bearing was dignified, he was also 

modest and unassuming. In spite of the fact that he fre-

quently made discoveries before his older companions, he 

did not reveal them until requested to do so, and then 

with. the greatest diffidence. 

When moments of leisure and privacy presented them-

selves on the warpath, the father and son were affectionate 

and natural. The text reads: 

"Left now in a measure to themselves, the 
Mahicans, whose time had been so much devoted to 
the interests of others, seized the moment to 
devote some attention to themselves. Casting
off, at once, the grave and austere demeanor 
of an Indian chief, Chingachgook commenced 
speaking to his son in the soft and playful 
tones of affection. Uncas gladly met the 
familiar air of his father; and,----- a com-
plete change was effected in the manner of 
his ( the scout's} associates. 

"It is impossible to describe the music 
of their language (while thus engaged in 

laughter and endearments} in such a way as to 
render it intelligible to those whose ears 
have never listened to its melody. The compass
of their voices, particularly that of the youth, 
was wonderful -- extending fran. the deepest bass 
to tones that were even feminine in softness. 
The eyes of the father followed the plastic
and ingenius movements of his son with open 
delight, and he never :failed to anile in reply 
to the other's contagious but low laughter.
While under the influence of these gentle and 
natural feelings, no trace of ferocity was to 
be seen in the softened features of the sagamore.
His figured panoply of death looked more like 
a disguise assumed in mockery than a fierce 
annunciation of a desire t:> carry destruction 
and desolation in his footsteps. 

"After an hour passed in the indulgence
of their better feelings, Ohingachgook abrupt-
ly announced his desire to sleep, by wrapping
his head in his blanket and stretching his 
form on the naked earth. The merriment of 
Uncas instantly ceased; and caretully raking
the coals in such a manner that they would 
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impart their warmth to his ~ather's feet, the 
youth sought his own pillow among the ruins of 
the place." 1 

The writer has not hesitated to quote the entire of such 

an unsual picture of Indian life. One can easily imagine the 

tenderness of the mother when the father reacted in this 

manner. On another occasion similar to this one, Chingaohgook 

related to his son,, in his own language, and w1 th the pride 

ot a conqueror, the brief history of a skirmish that bad 

been fought on the spot they happened to be. 

Conanchet 

Conanchet was made a prisoner by a devout Puritan family 

while he was out scouting around their premises. At that 

time he looked to be a lad of about fifteen years of age. 

He was not questioned immediately because it was consider-

ed useless, his captors knowing that it was folly to attempt 

to make an Indian talk when he didn't choose to do so. He 

made no immediate attempts to escape, but re:f'used to be 

fettered, showing his disdain of such treatment by a look 

of scorn and haughtiness. Cooper describes him as follows: 

"In height, form, and attitudes, he was a 
model or active, natural, and graceful bo~.rhood. 
But while his limbs were so fair in their pro-
portions, they were scarcely muscular; still 
every movement exhibited a t~eedom and ease which 
announced the grace of childhood, without tbe 
smallest evidence of that restraint which creeps
into our air as the factitious feelings or later 
life begin to assert their influence." 2 

When he was questioned he did not betray by gesture or 

sound the purpose of his visit, his own name, or that ot his 

1. Cooper: The Last or the Mohicans, p. 22!-3 
2. Cooper: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p.eo. 
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tribe. He would not play with the children of the household, 

but spent his time gazing wistfully in the direction of the 

forest where he first drew breath. He vrould not wear 

cloth es that were made with an eye of especially appealing 

to his Indian tastes, but persisted in his paint_ed waist-

coat and leggings even in cold weather. All attempts to 

allure him into civilized habits were completely unsuccess-

ful. He was usually a silent and apparently uninterested 

observer of the happenings which went on around him; but 

he met the scrutiny of his person or condition with pride, 

haughtiness, and stern defiance. Already he bore himself 

with the dignity and self-control of a warrior. 

It was with extraordinary care that he was kept in 

captivity. One day, however, out of sympathy for his 

loneliness and pent•u~ desires, he was permitted to go on 

a hunting party as a kind of sacred trust. Although he 

did not return with the others he came in later in his 

usual noiseless manner. That very same night Indians made 

an attack on the Puritan's dwelling. To the credit of the 

youth, it must be said, however, that out of the love which 

he bore the young mistress of the household for the tender-

ne ss shown him, he loyally protected her children :from being 

massacred. All of the occupants were t~ought to have been 

lost save the little daughter who was taken to his own tribe 

where she later became his highly cherished and devoted 

wife. 
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The Crones 

We have already noted the part that the crones among the 

women took in the torture of oaptives. On one occasion some 

old hags were given knives to slay some captives as the easiest 

way of getting rid of them, while the men were busy in a skir-

mish with the enemy. They were often more eager for the tor-

ture than the men, and delighted in such entertainments, the 

author says, as the Roman matron did in the fights of ttle 

gladiators. It seems that their interest in the councils 

was to help bring to pass the most dire vengeance on their 

victims. Lives of hardship and bitterness had apparently 

wrought such changes in these old women as to make them seem 

scarcely a counterpart of their younger sisters. 

When »esrslayer was taken prisoner by the Hurons, the old 

women showed by their scowling looks and angry gestures, that 

they would have him tortured; but a group of Indian girls cast 

stolen glances of pity and regret at him. When he refused to 

take the old Sumach, whose husband and brother he had killed, 

for a wife, the aged women were loud in their expressions of 

disgust, and the Sumach showed her wrath by insisting that he 

be subjected to the most severe torture. It was her right 1:o 

decide w?at manner of revenge she would have. 

She was prevailed upon, however, to make an appeal to the 

prisoner's sense of jus~ice, before the last measure was re-

sorted to. The author explains: 

"As the duties of a mother were thought to be 
paramount to all other considerations the widow felt 
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none of the embarrassment in preferring her claims, 
to which even a female fortune-hunter among our-
selves might be liable." 1 

Besides, there was some attraction in becoming the wife of so 

renowned a hunter, among the females of the tribe. Leadine 

her children by the hand, she presented her case. She offer-

ed to forget the deaths of her husband and brother and enter 

with her children into his lodge and say: 

"See; these are your children - they are 
also mine; teed us, and we will live with you."2 

Bhe explained that her boy had no one to teach him how 

to kill the deer, or to take scalps, and that her girl would 

be handicapped in matrimony by not having a father in her 

lodge. But her plea was in vain. The effect of the prisoner's 

down right retu.sal of her ofter was most disastrous on the 

woman. We are told: 

"If there was anything like tenderness in her 
bosom, - and no woman was, probably, ever entirely 
w1 thout that feminine quality, - 1t all disappear-
ed at this plain announcement. Fury, rage, mortified 
pride, and a volcano of wrath, burst out at one ex-
plosion, converting her into a sort of maniac as 
it might be at the touch of a magician's wand. With-
out deigning a reply in words, she made the arches 
of the forest ring with screams, and then flew at 
her victim, seizing him by the hair, Which she ap-
peared resolute to draw out by the roots. It was 
some time before her grasp could be loosened. For-
tunately for the prisoner, (who was bound) her rage 
was blind, since his total helplessness left him 
entirely at her mercy; had it been better directed, 
it might have proved fatal before any relief could 
have been offered. As it was. she did succeed in 
wrenching out two or three handtuls or hair, be... 
fore the young men could tear her away from her 
vi ctirn.." 3 

Cooper explains that the Indian females, when girls, are 

usually mild and submissive, with musical tones, pleasant 

1. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p. 537. 
2. Ibid.: p.538. 
3. Ibic.: p.539. 



voices, and merry laughs; but toil and suffering generally de-

pri-ve them of most of these adva.n tages by the time they have 

reached an age which the Su.mach had long since passed. The 

latter had so recently been deemed handsome in tribo as hot 

to have yet realized the great influence that time and ex-

posure had produced on her. 
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How the Men Resarded Her: 

Her status - duties - marriage 

Much of the information in these novels regarding the Indian 

woman comes through opinions of them expressed by Indian men and 

the Leatherstocking. In "Deerslayer", the accurate interpreta-

tion of the character of a woman by some Indians led a white 

man to remark: 

"After all, what schoolm.1Jeter is a match for an 
Indian, in looking into na1'Urt·? Some people think 
they are only good on a tre_!ll or the war-pa th, but 
I say that they are philoeephers, and understand a 
man as well a1 they understand a beaver, and a woman 
as well as they understand eitherr! 

Deerslayer tells us that an Indian is always tender, touching a 

young woman's good name. 

In "The Last of the Mohicans" a companion of the scout's 

expresses great anxiety about the treatment that sane young 

women would receive at the hands of their Indian captors. The 

Leatherstooking replies: 

"----I know your thoughts and shame be it to our  
color that you have reason for them; but he who  
thinks that even a Mingo would 111 treat a woman,  
unless it be to tomahawk her,lm.ows nothin' ot  
Indian natur' or the laws of the woods.--~--"2  

In ••Oak ot,Bnings" the Chippewa expresses himself very free-

ly on the subject of woman to a pale-faoe friend, in the presence 

of a girl whom the latter admired. His idea of a proposal is: 

"You ask; she hab - know squaw well - always
like warrior tolisk him fuss; den say, yes." 3 

When told that it takes a pale.face girl sane time to know 

a youth he replied: 

1. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p.23. 
2. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p.239.
3. Ibid: Oak Openings, p-151 
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till too latet See plenty dat, in wigwam."  

"Then it is very much in the wigwams as it  
is in the houses. I have heard this before."  

"Why not same? - skin make no difference -
pale-face spile squaw, too - make too much of  
her."  

"That can never bet exclaimed Le Bourdon,  
earnestly.-------"  

"Easy •nough spile squaw," re joined the 
Chippewa. "What she good for, don't make her 
work? Can't-go on war-path - can't take sce.J;p ~ 
can't shoot deer - can't hunt - can't kill 
warrior - so muss work. Dat what a·quaw good 
for." 

"That may do among redmen, but we pale-
faces find squaws good for something else - we 
love them and take care of them----; and try 
to make them as ccmfortable and happy as we can." 

"Dat good talk for young squaw's ear," re-
turned the Chippewa, a little contemptuously 
as to manner; though his real respect for the 
bee-hunter,----- kept him a little within bounds 
- "but it bess not take nobody in. What Injin 
say to squaw, he do - what pale-face say, he 
no do." 

"I shall be honest, and own that there may 
be sane truth in "that" - for the Injun promises 
nothing, or next to nothing, and it is easy to 
square accounts in such cases. ~hat white men 
undertake more than they can pertorm., is quite 
likely to be the fact. The Injun gets his ad-
vantage in this matter, by not even thinking of 
trea~ng his wife as a woman should be treated." 

"How should treat woman?" put in Pegeonswing 
with warmth. "When warrior eat venison, gib her 
rest, eh? Dot no good - what you call good, den? 
I f good hunter hus tand, she get 'nough - if ain't 

good hunter, she don't get 'nough. Just so wid 
Injun - sometime hungry, sometime full. Dat way 
to livet" 

"Ay, that may be your red.man's ways, but it 
is not the manner in which we wish to treat our 
wives. Ask pretty Margery, here, if she would be 
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satisfied to wait until her husband had eaten 
his dinner, and then come for the scraps. No-
no- !igeonswing: we feed our women and children 
first, and come in last ourselves. 

"Dat good for papoose - he little; want  
venison - squaw tough; use to wait. Do her  
good." 1  

It was Pigeonswing's idea that women were made to "work 

for warrior and cook his dinner"; to care for pappooses, hoe 

corn, and tend gardens. 

- Magua in "The Last of the Mohicans", in conn:nenting on 

the tact that a pause was made in tlll journey for some women 

to dine, says, 

"The pale-faces makes themselves dogs to 
their women, --- and when they want to eat, 
their warriors must lay aside the tomahawk 
to feed their laziness." 2 

The comprehensive comments of the author on this point 

are both interesting and enlightening. He says: 

"At all times the Indian warrior is apt to 
maintain the dignified and courteous bearing
that has so often been marked in his race, but 
it is very seldom that he goes out of his way 
to manifest attention to squaws. Doubtless 
these men have the feelings of humanity, and 
love their wives and offspring like others; 
but it is so essential a part of their training 
to suppress the exhibition of such emotions, that 
it is seldom that mere looker-on has occasion 
to note them." 3 

"The reader is not to suppose, however, 
because the Indian pays but little attention 
to the squaws that he is without natural feel-
ing or DBnliness of character. In some re-
spects his chivalrous devotion to the sex is, 
perhaps, in no degree inferior to that class 
which makes a parade of sentiments, and this 
quite as much ~rom convention and ostentation 
as from any other motive." 4 

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p.151-2-3.
2. Cooper: The Last of the Mahicans, p.4~.
3. Cooper: Oak Openings: p.202-3. 
4. Ibid.: p.211. 
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A chief in "Oak Openings" makes the following comments 

to his young pale-race friend, on how to get along with her 

husband, when she asks him: 

"I hope you think I shall have a good 
husband, Peter?"  

''Hope so , too- nebber know t 111 t im.e  
come. All good for little while - Injin 
good, squaw good. Uuss like weadder. Some- 
time rain - simetime storm - sometime sun- 
sh~ne. Juss so wid Injun, juss so wid  
pale-face. No difference. All same. You  
see dat cloud?. he little now; but let  
Wind blow, he grow big, and you see nuttin'  
but cloud. Let him have plenty of sunshine,  
and he go away; den all clear over head.  
Dat bess way to live wid husband." 1  

On the subject of marriage, the Indian says:  

"Open wigwam door, and she come in.  
Dat 'nough. If she don't wish to come in,  
can't make her. Squaw go to warrior she 
likes; warrior aske squaw he likes.--~" 2 

Deerslayer says that Indian weddings have no priests, 

and not much religion. Cooper substantiates these remarks 

by saying that the savage American is little given to abusing 

his power over female captives, and seldom takes into his 

lodge an unwilling squaw. The Indian often betrays his ad-

miration tor female captives ot his own race and ot the pale-

faces as well. The author further explains that while rp.apsody, 

and gallant speeches, and sonnets, form no part of Indian 

courtship, the language of admiration is so universal, through 

the eyes, that it is sufficiently easy •t comprehension. 

The Bee Hunter in "Oak Openings)'was jealous of, and 

anxious about the attention a chief bestowed on the girl he 

loved, and urged her to marry him immediately as the wisest 

1. Oak Openings, p.359 
2. Ibid.: p.324. 
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and satest plan. In connection with this incident the author 

says that Vh ile it was not usual to do much violence to a fe-

male•s inclinations on such occasions, it was not colillTlon to 

offer much opposition to those of a Dowerful warrior. The 

marriage tie, if it could be said to exist at all, however, 

was much respected; and it was far less likely that a married 

woman would be appropriated than one unmarried. 

"It is true, cases of an unscrupulous exercise 
of power are to be found among Indians, as well as 
among civilizea men but they are rare, and usually 
much condemned." 1 

An example of such an unscrupulous exercise of power is 

found in "The Prairie". Chief Mahtoree, who has been frequently 

mentioned in these pages, became enamored or a young pale-face 

woman, who was later taken captive by him. He knew very well 

that she was loved by a man who was made prisoner with her, al-

though we are not told that he was aware of the fact that they 

were bride and groom. He apparently made no investigations on 

this point, however, and showed in no unmistakable manner his 

admiration of her. He first attempted to ride on the same 

horse with her, but when her husband objected, he diplomatically 

gave way. 

When she was made captive, she was sent directly to the 

lodge of his favorite wife. The author tells us that it was 

his purpose to have this pale-face woman supplant this gifted 

young wife, and to get rid of the husband, who was made a 

prisoner with her, by recommending strongly to the council 

that he be put to death. Meanwhile he began wooing tts young 

pale-face. No impression is given that he intended to use any 

I. oak Openings, p.331-2. 
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manner of coercion with her. We shall see that he consider-

ed his proposal an honor, since it came from the chief of  

a mighty tribe.  

One's symp~thy goes out to his young Indian wife in  

this matter. She had previously exerted the most powerful  

influence on her husband, but now the graces, the attach-

ment, and the fidelity, of the young Indian no longer pleased 

her chief. She was, of all the Sioux girls, the lightest-

hearted, and the most envied. She was called Tachechana or 

the fawn, being named for her playful and joyous nature. 

Her aged father was distinguished for his many deeds of 

bravery on the warpath, and her brothers had all sacrificed 

their lived for their tribe. 

"Numberless were the warriors who had sent 
presents to the lodge of her parents, but none 
of them were listened to until a messenger from 
the great Mahtoree had come. She was his third 
wife, it is true, but she was confessedly the 
most favored of them all. Their union had exist-
ed but two short seasons and its fruits now lay 
sleeping at her feet, wrapped in the customary 
ligatures of skin and bark, which fom the 
swaddlings of an Indian infant." 1 

Mahtoree had just returned from an expedition and had 

sent the two captive pale-face women, the one in whom he was 

interested and her friend, directly to his own lodge. The 

young squaw was seated on a low stool admiring the loveliness, 

and wondering at the strangeness of those beautiful captives; 

while at the same time awaiting the return of the successful 

Mahtoree, who had not been ashame to show towards her the tender 

feelings of a father and a husband in his moments of inaction. 

1. Tfie Prairie, p.318. 
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In spite of the presence of these strangers, he entered 

the lodge of his favorite wife with the tread and mien of a 

master. The rattling of his bracelets, and of the silver or-

naments of his l@ggings betrayed his presence rather than his 

light tread. He ignored the faint expression of pleasure 

that burst from the lips of his youthful and secretly rejoic-

ing wife upon seeing him, and directed all of his attentions 

to the captives, before whom he placed himself in the haughty 

upright attitude of an Indian chief. 

Mahtoree was surprised that the strangers should consider 

his unannounced visit an intrusion or that they should ask 

why he had come. The old trapper was acting as interpretor 

and explained to the young women, that Indians think such 

fashions and courtesies so light that they would blow away. 

The chief then assumed a posture of condescension and re-

peated the following proposal to be interpreted to his captives. 

"Sing in the ears of the da:ric-eye. Tell her 
the lodge of Mahtoree is very .13irge, and that it is 
not full. She shall find roan in it, and none shall 
be greater than she. Tell the light-hair that she 
too may stop in the lodge of a brave, and eat of 
h:Ls venison. Mahtoree is a great chief. His hand 
is never shut." 1 

The scout attmpeted to explain to him how unconventional 

such a message was to women of his race, and how they were ac-

customed to being wooed. He was naturally astonished that a 

warrior should humble himself before a wanan, but graciously 

acknowledged his error and proceeded to address her in this 

manner: 

1. The Prairie, p.321. 
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"I am a redskin, but my eyes are dark. They 
have been open since many snows. They have seen 
rna.ny things - they know a brave from a coward. 
When a boy I saw nothing but the bison and the 
deer. I went to the hunts, and I saw the cougar 
and the bear. This made Mahtoree a me.n. He talk-
ed with his mother no more • His ears were open 
to the wisdom of the old men. They told him 
everything - they told him of the Big Knives. 
He went on the war-path. He was then the last-
now he is the first. What Dacotah dare say he 
will go before Mahtoree to the hunting-grounds
of the Pawnees? The chiefs met him at their . 
doors, and they said, My son is without a home, 
They gave him their lodges, they gave him their 
riches, and they gave him their daughters. Then 
Mahtoree became a chief, as his fathers had 
been. He struck the -warriors of all the nations, 
and he could have chosen wives from the Pawnees, 
the Omahaws, and the Honzas; but he looked at 
the hunting-grounds, and not at his village. He 
thought a horse was pleasanter than a Decotah 
girl. But he found a flower on the prairies, 
and he plucked it and brought it into his 
lodge.-----" 1 

From this brief lauditory autobiography of himself, we 

gleam many ideas of what he considered the most commendable 

pursuits of one destined to become great, and of how his 

greatness was rewarded in his tribe. When he had finished 

this extraordinary address, he seemed to have no doubts of 

his success; for, who in his mind, would refuse one eo dis-

tinguished as himself. The girls were left to consider his 

proposition. It was never concluded, however, for the mighty 

chief fell in battle shortly afterwards. 

A word remains to be said about his deserted young wife, 

who was a silent observer of all that had happened. In a 

similar manner she had been wooed from the lodge of her father. 

When the Teton turned to leave, he was confronted with 

the humble and shrinking form of this Indian girl, holding 

1. The Prairie p. 322-3. 
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their infant in her arms. With marble-like indifference, 

he signed for her to give place. 

"Ia not Tacheohana the daughter of a  
chief?" demanded a subdued voice in which  
pride struggled with anguish;"were not her  
brothers, braves?"  

"Go, tls men are calling their partisan. 
He has no ears for a woman."  

"No," replied the suppliant: "it is not  
the voice of Tacheohara that you hear but  
this boy speaking with the tongue of his  
mother. He is the son of a chief and his  
words will go up to his father's ears. Listen  
to what he says. When was Mahtoree hungry, 
and Taohechana had not food for him? When  
did he go on the path of the Pawnees and  
find it empty, tha. t my mother did not weep? 
When did he come back with the marks of their  
blows, that she did not sing? What Sioux girl 
has given a brave son like me? Look at me  
well that you may know me. My eyes are the  
eagle's. I look at the sun and laugh. In a  
11 ttle time the Dacotahs wi 11 follow me/to 
the hunts aIJi on the warpath. Why does 'my  
father turn his eyes from the woman who  
gives me milk? Why has he so soon for- 
gotten the daughter of a mighty Sioux?" l  

For a single instant, the father seemed moved by this 

apostrohe, in which he had been reminded how faithfully 

Tachechana had performed the duties of an Indian wife; but, 

"shaking off the grateful sentiment", he graphically present-

ed to her the contrast between her own dark beauty and the 

pale~face's loveliness. Then, wrapping his robe about him, 

and notioning the trapper to follow, he stalked haughitily 

from the lodge, muttering sentences about his own greatness 

and wisdom. 

TaOheohana was almost paralyzed with humility. It was 

evident that a bitter struggle was going on in her breast, 

I. The Prairie p.324. 
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but soon the convulsions in her features disappeared, "and 

her countenance became cold and rigid, like chiselled stone," 

though a single expression of subdued anguish remained 

throughout the vicissitudes of her "suffering, female, 

savage life • t, 

She stripped her person of all the rude, but highly 

prized ornaments, which her faithless husband had laV1shed 

on her and meekly tendered them to the woman of his dhoice. 

"The bracelets were forced from her wrists, 
the complicated mazes of beads from her leggings,
and the broad silver band from her brow. Then 
she paused long and painfully.---------------
------- The boy himself was next laid at the 
feet of her supposed rival------------------41 

In a low, soft voice, she entreated her rival to deal 

gently with him, and to teach him how to become a man, and 

not a girl; for the life of a woman is very sad. She would 

have him taught how to strike them that do wrong, and never 

forget to return blow for blow. Nor would s:i e have him 

forget that the skin of his mother was red, and that she 

was once the Fawn of the Dacotahs. In her opinion, what 

had happened to her, was the will of the Wahoondah, and a 

Sioux girl should not complain. 

Pressing a kiss on the lips of her son, she withdrew 

to the farther side of the lodge, and, throwing her light 

calico robe over her head, she took her seat on the ground 

in token of her humility. All efforts to engage her atten-

tion were in vain. Occasionally her voice rose in a sort of 

wailing song, from beneath her trembling mantle, but it 

never reached the wildness ot savage music. 

1. The Prairie, p.325. 
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But the happenings that were then taking place on the out-

side of the lodge were destined to change the fortune of this 

stricken girl. She later became the wife of the chief of a 

tribe that conquered her own. 

The Sioux seems to have had more absolute control over 

their wives than most tribes; but everywhere Cooper does 

not fail to stress the hard lot of the Indian woman, and 

the uncertainty of her position as a wife among a people 

Who practiced polygamy, and wbo entertained no lofty ideals 

concerning her. 
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Corianehet and Narra-Mattah 

One of the most beautiful scenes in the novels is that 

in which Conanchet, in "The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish", sends for 

his pale-face wife to come back to her own village, which she 

had completely forgotten. She had been taken into his tribe 

when a little girl, and her thoughts,feelings and actions had 

become wholly Indian. 

As she arrived, her glance was quick and searching; the 

half-alarmed and yet understanding manner in which she took 

in the situation that confronted her, "was like the half-in-

stincti ve lmowledge of one accustomed to the constant and 

keenest exercise of her faoulties."l In a low, sweet voice 

she asked, in the Indian tongue: 

"Why has Conan ch et sent for his wanan from 
the woods?" 2 

Conanchet who was talking to another chief, made no reply. 

He scarcely appeared conscious of the speaker's presence, but 

continued in maintaining the lofty reserve of a chief engaged 

in affairs of importance. For an instant only, a glance of 

kindness was cast towards the timid and attentive gir+, after 

which he remained unchanged in feature, and rigid in limb. 

When their interview was over, she repeated her question. 

In the conversation which followed the young wife expressed 

her great pleasure in being the wife of so renowned a chief, 

her hatred of the ursurping race, and mentioned how much ric--

er and more fortunate she was than the other women of her 

1. Cooper: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p.322-3. 
2. Ibid., : p.323. 
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tribe. "Her mind was his mind", and, that she desired to comply 

with his every wish, is very apparent. Conanchet's reaction is 

commendable: 

"The eye of the warrior, as he looked upon the 
ingenuous and confiding face of the speaker, was 
kind to fondness. The firmness had passed away, and 
in its place was left the winning softness of af-
fection, which, as it belongs to nature, is seen, 
at tL~es, in the expression of an Indian's eye, 
as strongly as it is ever known to sweeten the 
intercourse of a more polished condition of ex-
istence." 1 

When the young wife was reunited with her mother, who had 

been looking for her ever since her departure, the chief, 

folding his arms on his naked breast, "appeared to summon his 

energy, lest, in the scene that he knew must follow, his man-

hood might be betrayed into some act unworthy of his name." 2 

When they finally recognized each other, his lofty-minded 

spirit was shaken; and, turning aside that none might see the 

weakness of so great a warrior, he wept. 

Later, he was doomed to die, but asked for a parole that 

he might take leave of his wife and babe. He showed tenderness 

and sadness at leaving her; but when she suggested that he live 

among the pale-faces rather than meet-his impending fate, he 

answered with a severity and cold displeasure that she had 

never experienced before: 

"Woman, I am a sachem, and a warrior among  
my peoplet" 3  

1. mooper: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p.326. 
2. Ibid.: p.329 
3. Ibid.: p.397. 
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His manner was that of a warrior to his wanan, rather 

than that of manly softness which he had. been accustomed to 

use in connection with his pale-face Wife. She was naturally 

grieved at having incurred his displeasure; he evidently 

considered his reputation as a chief beyond every other ob-

ligation. His parting words to her were in his usual tender 

strain: 

"Narra-Mattah, thy people speak strange tra-
ditions. They say that one just man died for 
all colors. I know not. Conanohet is a child 
among the cunning, and a man with the warriors. 
If this be true, he will look for his woman and 
his boy in the happy hunting-grounds, and they
will come to him. There is no hunter of the 
lJengeese that oan kill so many deer. Let Narra-
Mattah forget her chief till that time, and then, 
when she calls him by name, let her speak strong;
for he will be very glad to hear her voice again.
Got A sagamore is about to start on a long journ-
ey. He takes leave of his wife with a heavy
suiri t. She will ·put a 11 t tle flower of two 
colors before her eyes and be happy in its growth.
Now let her go. A sagam.ore is about to die."l 

Narra-Mattah had lived too long in the kindness of this chief 

to sustain such a shook and change in her mode of living. She, 

too, died of a broken heart, almost immediately. 

l. Cooper: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p.402-3. 
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Deerslayer' ,s Observations ~ Love 

Deerslayer's connnents on women in love and in all serious-

ness, but they are likely to strike the reader as being humor-

ous. He says: 

"Though no way given to marrying myself, I've 
been a looker on among the Delawares, and this is 
a matter on which paleface and redskin gifts are 
all the same. When the feelin' begins, the young 
woman is thoughtful, and has no eyes or ears onless 
for the warrior that has taken her fancy; then fol-
lows melancholy and singing, and such sort of actions; 
after which, especially if matters don't come to plain 
discourse, she often flies round.to back-biting and 
fault-finding, blaming the youth for the very things 
she likes-best in him." 1 

When the vain and beauty-loving Judith offered to give her 

clothes for the rescue of a friend, Deerslayer says: 

"The same feelin's is to be found among the 
young women of the Delawares. I've known 'em, 
often and often, sacrifice their vanity to their 
hearts. 'Tis as it should be----- I suppose,
in both colors. Woman was created for feelin's, 
and is pretty much ruled by feelin't" 2 

The soout explained more his philosophy and observations 

of love on an occasion when Chingaehgook confessed that he was 

able to detect the laugh of his betrothed from that of the 

women of the Iroquois: 

"Ay, trust to a lovyer's ear for. that;and 
a Delaware's ears for all sounds that are ever 
heard in the woods.--~-- when they get to have 
kind feelin's toward eaoh other, its wonderful 
how pleasant they laugh, or the speech becomes 
to the other person. I•ve seen grim warriors 
listening to the chattering and the laughing of 
young gals as if it was church music.---·" 3 

Most of his statements are borne out in the discussions 

which follow. 

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p.237. 
2. Ibid., : p.165-6.
3. Ibid., : p.166-7. 
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Indian Women Characters in the Novels 

We are given two clearly delineated characters or young Indian 

women in these novels: Dew-of-June, the youthful wife of a Tuscarora 

warrior, Arrowhead; and Wab.-tal-Wah, the betrothed of Chingachgook. 

A study of their characters reveals how closely an Indian woman is 

attached to her husband and tribe through ties of loyalty, and sympa-

thy with their undertakings. Their reaction to young wanen not of 

their group, is as equally interesting. 

Wah-ta!-Wah 

Wah-tat-Wah rendered in English means Hist-oht-Hist. She was 

called Hist by her white friends for short. \Vhen she met the half-

witted Hetty proceeding to the camp of the Hurons, where she, her-

self, was held a captive, her concern is clearly manifested in the 

following speech: 

"Where go? said a soft female voice, speaking  
hurriedly, and in concern. Indian - red man -
savage - wicked warrior - that-a-way."l  

A description of the maiden is given next. Her smile was 

sunny, her voice was melody itself, and her "accents and manner 

had all the rebuked gentleness that characterizes the sex among 

a people who habitually treat their women as the attendant servi-

tors of warriors." 

"Beauty among the women of the aborigine.I Ameri-
cans, before they have become exposed to the hardships
of wives and mothers, is by no means unoormnon. In this 
particular, the original owners of the country were not 
unlike their more civilized successors; nature appear-
ing to have bestowed that delicacy of mien and outline 
that forms so great a charm in the youghtul female, 
but of which they are so early deprived; and that too, 
as much by the habits of domestic lire, as from any
other cause. 

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-185 
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of Hetty, was dressed in a calico mantle, that effect-
ually protected all the upper part of her person, 
while a short petticoat of blue cloth edged with gold
lace, that fell no lower than her knees, leggings of 
the same, and moccasins of deer-skin, completed her 
attire. Her hair fell in long dark braids down her 
shoulders and back, and was parted above a low smooth 
forehead, in a way to soften the expression of eyes 
that were full of archness and natural feeling. Her 
face was oval, with delicate features; the teeth 
were even and white; while the mouth expressed a 
melancholy tenderness, as if it wore this peculiar
meaning in intuitive perception of the fate of a 
being who was doomed from birth to endure a woman's 
sufferings, relieved by a woman's affections. Her 
voice, as bas been intimated was soft as the sighing
of the night air, a characteristic of the females 
of the race, but which was so conspicuous in her-
self as to have procured for her ~he hame of Wah-
ta\-Wah------"l 

Because or her apparent trustworthiness, she had been allowed 

to wander around the encampment by the Hurons, who knew that her 

trail could be foltowed in the event of flight, but who did not 

know that her lover was near. Of the two girls, she was the most 

willing to speak, and far readier in foreseeing consequences, and 

in devising means to avert them. She spoke the English tongue in 

the usual abbreviated manner of an Indian, but fluently, end with-

out the ordinary reluctance of her people. 

After telling her new aoquaintance that she belonged to the 

ttgood Delaware" tribe that was friendly to the Yengeese, and who 

only took scalps for honor rather than for blood, as the Hurons 

did, she led the simple girl to a place of concealment. The con-

versation which followed is marked by sincerity and mutual interest 

on the part of both. Hist believed that it was "wicked t 1 ing for 

pale-face to scalp" because the good Deerslayei' had always said 

so. Her impulsive nature is shown by her warm defense of the 

1. Cooper: The Deersla.yer, p. 185-6. 
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custom of scalping by red warriors. She declared that the Maniton 

smiled and was pleased "when be see young warrior come back from  
1  

the warpath, with two, ten,hundred scalp on a polettt  

When Hetty revealed that Chingachgook was in her father's 

cabin, the tell-tale blood deepened the rich color that nature 

had bestowed on fair Indian girl, and her blush gave new anima-

tion and intelligence to her jet-black eyes. She sighed out his 

harsh nrune in sounds so soft and gutteral as to cause it to reach 

the ear in melody. 

Hetty's winsomeness, simplicity and utter lack of guile 

attracted the young Indian girl so strongly that she threw her 

arms around her saying: 

"You good", ---..--; "you good, I know; it's so  
long since Wah-tat-Wah have a friend - a sister  
anybody to speak her heart to! you Hist friend;  
don't I say trut't"  

"Deerslayer and Chingachgook great friend, and no  
the same color; Hist and ... what your name, pretty  
pa.le face?"  

"I am called Hetty, though when tl:ey spell the  
name in the Bible, they always call it Esther."  

"What that make? - no good, no harm.. No need  
to spell name at all. MoraY!an try to make Wah-ta:  
-Wah spell, but no won't let him. No good for  
Delaware girl to know too much - know more than  
warrior some tim,; that great shame.-----" 2  

It was natural that, being betrothed, Hist should turn the 

conversation on love. Accordingly she inquired of Hetty's love 

affair. When the latter confided an attachment for a young man, 

but declared she would die if he knew it, Hi st replied with a 

warmth that showed just how indignantly she felt such a disregard 

of her sex's most valued privilege. 

I. Cooper: Deer.slayer, p. 188 
2. Ibid.: p. 1go 
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"Why he no ask you, himself? Brave - looking -
why not bold-speaking? Young warrior ought to 
ask young girl; no make young girl speak first. 
Mingo girls too shame for ~." 1 

Later she says that a young warrior must tell young girl when 

he want to make wife, else never can live in his wigwam. 

When Hetty frankly explained that she was half-witted, pity, 

reverence, and tenderness seemed to be struggling together in 

the bosom of the young Indian. She now willingly led her to the 

camp of the Hurons, for she knew that "in many tribes the mentally 

imbecile and mad were held in a species of religious reverence."2 

Her request that Hetty should not reveal the secret of her 

lover's presence in the vicinity was made in the following naive 

manner: 

"Now you love Hist, I know, Hetty, and so,  
among Injuns, when love hardest never talk most."  

"That's not the way among white people who  
talk most about them they love best."  
------------------------------------·----------"That what Deerslayer call gift. One gift  
to talk; t 1 udder gift to hold tongue.---------- 
------Good girl never tell secre~ of friend." 3  

All during Hetty's visit, Hist was her devoted and faith-

ful friend. Without intruding the opinion of her sex and years 

on the men and warriors of the tribe, by taol::' and ingenuity, L.-·· 

she incited them to question her about the girl when she ex-

plained the sacredness other character. She next set about 

the prepar~tion of a meal for her new friend, keeping, at the 

same time, a constant watchfulness on the reaction of the chiefs 

towards the stranger. 

The fact .that Hist was called to aot as interpreter in· the 

oonversation between Hetty and the chiefs not only gave the 

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p. 191 
2. Ibid.: p.H~3 
3. Ibid.: :p.194 
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girl an excuse to be with her friend, but also the opportunity 

to practice vvery artifice that her Indian education offered, 

to keep concealed the presence of her lover. The author ex-

plains1 

"One unpractised in the expedients and opinions
of savage life, would not have suspected the readi-
ness of invention, the wariness of action, the high
resolution, the noi>le impulses, the deep self-devo-
tion, and the femililine disregard of self, where the 
affections were concerned, that lay concealed be-
neath the demure looks, the mild eyes, and the sunny 
smiles of this young Indian beauty.P 1 

Hetty had come secretly to the Huron camp to try to effect 

the release of he.r father and a friend who had, on the previous 

night, attempted to steal into the encampment in order to talce 

scalps to sell to the Canadian governor, or to the provinces 

for gold. Knowing that nothing would be gained by equivocation 

or unmanly dread of Indian wrath, the men admitted to the chiefs' 

the true object of their quest, This frank avowal of their 

purpose brought no censure upon them, the Indians seeming 

rather to express satisfaction that the prisoners were worthy 

subjects of tl:B.ir revenge; besides, they did not censure in 

others what they deemed meritorious when connnitted by them-

selves. 

When the opportunity presented itself, Hist entered read-

ily into the plan to effect the escape of the prisoners, say-

ing 

"Listen;-·--- Wah-tat-Wah no Iroquois - all 
over Delaware - got Delaware heart - Delaware feel-
ing. She prisoner, too. One prisoner help t'udder 
prisoner. No good to talk more, now. Darter stay 
with fader - Wah-tai-Wah come and see friend - all 
look right - ~ tell what he do." 2 

1. dooper: Deerllayer, p.202. 
2. Ibid., : p.212. 
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Meanwhile, Betty returned to her home. Chinge.ohgook, who 

was there with Deerslayer, did not conceal his desire to know 

about his "little wren". With a gentleness of tone and manner 

that one would have scarcely have thought possible, but with 

an eagerness that almost frightened the wimple reporter, he 

asked, 

"What she sing most - how she look - often 
she laugh?" 1 

After satisfying his desire on these points, Betty proceed-

ed to tell Chingaohgoodk that he must treat Hist more as pale-

faces do their wives when she become his wife. The Indian re-

plied.: 

"Wah-tal-Wah no pale-face - got redskin;  
red heart, red feelin•s. All red; no pale- 
face. Must carry papoose." 2 -
Betty did not object to this but insisted on his being 

gentle and good to her. Chingachgoockgravely bowed, but welcomed 

the interruption that followed. 

The Delaware had come to rescue his fiancee from the Hurons, 

and, in Deersla)ar's opinion, his passionate love for her had 

reacted disastrously on his reason. The indiscreet suggestion 

he made, to effect her rescue, was proof that he was not using 

his usual cunning and wisdom. The old scout was present, how-

ever, to steady him, and atter the first indiscretion of this 

kind, he was afterwards more oaloulating and cautious. 

Hist was rescued in true form, but Deerslayer was made 

captive in the venture. The reaction of the younger women of 

the tribe to her esoape is interesting. The author says: 

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p.251. 
2. Ibid.: p.2ijl. 
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"Their female sympathies were with the lovers, 
while their pride was bound up in the success ot 
their tribe. It is possible, too, that the superior
personal advantages of Hist rendered her dangerous 
to some of the younger part of the group, and they 
were not sorry to find she vas no longer in the way
of their own ascendency. On the whole, however, the 
better feeling was most prevalent; for neither the 
wild condition in which they lived, the clannish 
prejudices of the tribes, nor their hard fortunes 
as Indian women, could entirely conquer the inex-
tinguishable leaning of other sex to the affections. 
One of the girls even laughed at the disconsolate 
look of the swain who might fancy himself deserted 
-----·" 1 
A most delightful scene is given at the opening of chapter 

twenty-five, in "Deerslayer", of the meeting of the lovers. Hist, 

fresh from her morning toilet, appeared in all of her youth and 

beauty. Her coal-black hair was arranged in a single knot; her 

calico dress was belted tight to her slender waist; and her 

little feet were concealed in saudily ornamented moccasins. 

"The meeting between the lovers was simple but 
affectionate. The chief showed a manly kindness, 
equally removed from boyish weakness and haste; while 
the eirl betrayed in her smile end half~averted l~oks, 
the bashful tenderness of her sex. Neither spoke un-
less it were with the eyes, though each understood 
the other as fully as if a vocabulary of words end 
protestations had been poured out." 2 

The chiet noted every detail of her dress, particularly 

some effective ornaments that her pa.le-face friends had bestow-

ed upon her. He seated himself and ma.de a gesture for her to 

take another by his side. 

"This done, he continued thoughtful and silent 
for a minute, maintaining the reflecting dignity of 
one born to take his seat at the council-fire, while 
Hist was fa.rtively watching the expression of his 
face, patient and submissive, as became a woman of 
her people." 3 

l. Cooper: Deerslayer, p.322.
2. Ibid.,: p.464.
3. Ibid.,: p.465. 
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He t:t:en pointed out to her the beauties of the lake, and 

addressing her as "Honeysuckle ot the Hills" spoke of the fear 

that they would travel alone to their tribe. She understood that 

the reference was made to the captivity of Deerslayer. The fate 

of the latter was then openly broached and lamented. Afterwards, 

"A long thoughtful pause succeeded, during 
which Hist stealthily took the hand of the chief, 
as if seeking his support, though she scarce ventur-
ed to raise her eyes to a countenance that was now 
literally becoming terrible; under the conflicting 
passions and stern resolution that were struggling 
in the breast of the owner. 

"Ylhat will the son of Uncas do?" the girl at 
length timidly asked. "He is a chief and is already
celebratad in coun,ei.l, though so young; what does 
his heart tell him is wisest? does the head, too, 
speak the same words as the heart?" 

"What does Wah-tat-Wah say, at a moment when 
my dearest friend is in danger. The smallest birds 
sing the sweetest; it is always pleasant to hearken 
to their songs. I wish I could hear the Wren of the 
Woods in my difficulty; its note would reach deeper 
than the ear."l 

It is easy to imagine the profound gratification and pleasure 

the young woman experienced on being requested by her future 

husband, in suoh endearing. terms to express her ideas and sen-

timents on the matter. Pressing the hand she held between her 

own, she answered: 

"Wah-tai-wa11 says that neither she nor the  
Great Serpent could ever laugh again, or ever  
sleep without dreaming of the Hurons, should  
the Deerslayer die under a Mingo tomahawk, and  
they do nothing to save him. She would rather  
go back, and start on her long path alone, then  
let such a dark oloud pass before her happiness."  

"6oodt The husband and the wife will have 
but one heart; they will see with the same eyes,
and feel with the same feelings."2 

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, -p-466 
2. Ibid: p-467 
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Later, when Chingachgook told Deerslayer that he had no 

idea of deserting him, the latter objected, saying that he 

now had Hist to think or. The Indian replied: 

"Hist is a daughter of the Mohicians: she 
knows how to obey her husband. Where he goes
she will follow. Both will be with the Great 
Hunter of the Delawares---- tomorrow." 1 

The speech which this Indian girl makes in reply to a re-

quest from the Hurons that she return, and aid in effecting a 

peaceable settlement, not only illustrates her tribal loyalty 

but is also an example of the beautiful language Cooper per-
hd 

mi ts to use. 
f,. 

"Tell the Hurons, Deerslayer," she said, 
that they are as ignorant as moles; they aon•t 
know the wolf from the dog. Among my people the 
rose dies on the stem where it budded; the tears 
of the child tall on the graves of its parents;
the corn grows Where the seed has been planted.
The Delaware girls are not messengers, to be 
sent, like belts of wampum, fran tribe to tribe. 
They are honeysuckles that are sweetest in their 
own woods; their own young men carry them away 
in their bosoms, because they are fragrant;-----
Even the robin and the marten come back, year
after year, to their old nests; shall a woman 
be less true-hearted than a bird? Set the pine
in the cJa y and 1 t will turn yellow; the willow 
will not flourish on the hill; the tamarack is 
healthiest in the swampl the tribes of the sea 
love best to hear the winds that blow over the 
salt water. As for a Huron youth, what is he to 
a maiden of the tenni tenape? He may sing a 
sweet wong for the girls of Canada, but there is 
no music for Wah, but in the tongue she has 
listened to from childhood-----"2 

The Hurons had intimated that she had taken away with her the 

affections of one of their young men, hence she closed her 

speech by expressing her entire devotion to the young pine 

of the family of Uncae, her betrothed. 

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-470 
2. Ibid: p-429 
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Dew~ot-June 

Dew-of-June was a patient and submissive little wife, who 

seldom turned her full, rich black eye on her husband but to 

express equally her respect, her dread, and her love. He was 

in disgrace with his own people, and was acting temporarily 

with the Iroquois on the side of the French, though at present 

he was feigning friendship with the English in order to carry 

out his plans. He had a Wigwam but was seldom in it, so his 

wife travelled with him on his DDny migrations since most of 

the distances were passed over in canoes. She was accustomed to 

solitude and the gloom of the forest, and felt no apprehension 

when left alone in it. When introduced in the story, the husband 

and wife are ma.king a trip with a white girl and her uncle. The 

party was later joined by Pathfinder and a young sailor. 

The story of Dew-of-June is that of her friendship for 

this pale-face girl, Mabel Dunham, and other loyalty to her 

own people. 

"During the time she had travelled in company
with this woman, Mabel had been won by the gentle-
ness of manner, the meek simplicity, and the mingled 
awe and affection with which she regarded her husban4. 
Once or twice in the course ot the journey, she fancied 
the Tuscarora had manifested toward herself an un-
pleasant degree of attention; and on those occasions 
it had struck her that his wife exhibited sorrow and 
mortification. A.a Mabel, howeTar, had more than com-
pensated by any pain she might,. in this way, uninten-
tionally have caused her companion, by her own kind-
ness of manner and attentions, the woman had shown 
much attachment to ~er, nnd they had parted with a 
deep convintion on the mind of our heroine (Mabel)
that in the Dew-of-June she had lost a friend." 1 

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.315-15. 
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When the Indians, led by her husband, were planning an 

attack on the whites, she came at a great risk to herself to 

warn her friend of her danger. After a tender and affectionate 

greeting between them,June confided that if Arrowhead knew,....-

of her visit he would bury a tomahawk in her head. On being 

assured that he would never know, she advised the girl to stay 

in the block-house during the raid for safety. She knew the 

exact state of affairs on tre island for she had been sent to 

it previously as a spy by her husbani. She had also penetrat-

ed the secret love affair of Mabel's for the young sailor. 

When asked if her husband were near, she replied, laying her 

hand on her heart: 

"Husband always near wife, here." 1 

She answered all of Mabel's anxious inquiries as directly 

as the knowledge of the language permitted, but she was too 

true to her husband and tribe to reveal more than the occasi. on 

required. Mabel naturally wished to warn her companions of the 

coming attack but the girl protested saying: 

ttArrowhead know - see everything, and June 
be kill - June come to tell young pale-face 
friend not to tell men. Every warrior watch 
his own scalp. June squaw, and tell squaw; no 
tell men." 2 

Mabel was greatly disturbed at this declaration from her 

friend and hesitated a moment in an effort to get a mental grasp 

of the situation. June, noting her indecision, gravely pre-

pared to take her leave; but, after all she had hazarded for 

her sake, Mabel could not suffer the girl to go without giving 

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.322. 
2. Ibid.: p.326 
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her the definite assurance that she would abide by the arrange-

ment. June showed her native readiness and ingenuity in connection 

with the signal to be used as the approach of danger, and in the 

manner in which she glided noiselessly away from the island. 

When the siege began she stole back to be with Mabel in 

the block-house. The latter's delight on seeing her, at this 

time of peril, knew no bounds, and June was equally as happy 

that her advice had been followed. When Mabel told her that 

Arrowhead h~d killed the wife ot one of the men, she replied; 

"June know - June see, very bad, Arrowhead no 
feel for any wife - no feel for his own." 

"Ahl June; your life, at least is safet" 

"Don't know - Arrowhead kill me if he knew all." 

"God ~less and protect you, June - he will 
bless and protect you for your humanity.---w---
-----------------------------------------~~~-"Your attack was awfully sudden, Junet" 

"Tuscarora t n returned the other, smiling w1 th 
exultation at the dexterity of her husband. "Arrow-
head great warrior." 1 

Later when the war~iors worked all manner of artifices with 

the dead bodies, June said, in a way to show that she rather 

approved of them condemned the practices: 

"2lusoarora very cunning. Do soldier no harm 
now; do Iroquois good; got the scalp, first; now 
make bodies work. By and by, burn em." 2 

She understood the method of warfare of her people, and 

explained, in answer to a question from Mabel, that the block~ 

house would not be burned because the Indians expected others 

to arrive on the island, and wisherJ to lure them into an ambush. 

Nothing must be done to betray their presence. Moreover, the 

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.344. 
2. Ibid., : p.362 
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building would not burn easily since the logs, out of which it 

was constructed, were green and wet. 

on one occasion when sane of the warriors approached the 

block as if to attack it, June thrust the muzzle of a rifle 

through an opening and fired in order to frighten them away. 

Supposing men to be in the block-houseJthey qul:ckly sought 

cover while the young wife laughed at her expedient.
) 

Arrowhead was in the approaching party and Mabel, who 

thought the girl was firing with the intention to kill, object-

ed to her taking a shot a8'inst her own husband. June wanted to 

know l'ater why she was so ~uch afraid Arrowhead would be killed. 

Mabel innocently and frankly e:x:pressed how horrible it would 

have appeared to her to have seen a wife destroy her own husband. 

"Very sure, dat al11" 
"That was all, June, as God is my judge - and 

surely that was enough.----- What other motive can 
you suspect'?" 

"Don't know. Poor Tuscarora gal very foolish. 
Arrowhead great chief, and look all around him. 
Talk or pale-face beauty in his sleep. Great chief 
like many wives." 

"Can a chief possess more than one wife, June, 
among your people?" 

11Ha.ve as many as he can keep - great hunter  
marry often. Arrowhead got only June now, but he  
look too much - see too much~ talk too much of  
pale-face gal!" 1  

As intimated above, Mabel's consciousness of Arrowhead's 

attentions during their journey had given her no little distress. 

She now wondered what effect the knowledge of the situation would 

have on June's behavior, but a glance at the honest face ot the 

i. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.347. 
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girl revealed no signs of treachery or hatred. 

"You will not betray me, June," Mabel said, 
pressing the other's hand, and yielding to an 
impulse or generous confidence. "You will not 
give up one of your own sex to the tomahawk?,.," 

"No tomahawk touch you - Arrowhead no let 
'em. It June must have sister-wife, love to have 
you." 

"No, June; my religion, my feelings, both 
forbid it; and, if I ca.1ld be the wife of an 
Indian at all, I would never take the place that 
is yours, in a wigwam." 1 

June did not reply but she looked gratified, even grateful. 

Even though her husband might marry a dozen wives, she knew of 

no Indian girl, of his acquaintance, whose personal attractions 

could compare with her own, or whose influence she need dread. 

This was not true in the case of Mabel, but the latter's winning 

manners, kindness, -and gentlemess had offset the dreadful pangs 

of jealousy. 

"In a words, June, with a wife's keenness of 
perception had detected Arrowhead's admiration of 
Mabel; and instead of feeling that harrowing jealousy 
that might have rendered her rival hateful, as would 
have been apt to be the case with a woman unaccustom-
ed to defer to the superior rights of the lordly sex, 
she had studied the looks and character of the pale-
face beauty, until, meeting'iwith nothing to repel her 
own feelings, but everything to encourage them, she 
had got to entertain an admiration and love for her, 
which, though certainly very different, was scarcely 
less strong than that of her husband. ~rrowhead 
himself had sent her to warn Mabel of the coming 
danger, though he was ignorant that she had stolen 
upon the island in the rear of the assailants, and 
was now intrenched in the citadel along with the 
object of their joint care." 2 

Mabel 1 s father was a member of the party expected on the 

island, and for which the Indians were lying in ambush. The 

lmowledge of this al.most drove the poor girl frantic, but, in 

i. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.347-8. 
2. Ibid.: p.348. 
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spite of June's gentleness and womanly feeling, she showed 

her coolness and decision by not letting Mabel interfere. 

She archly asked Mabel if she would run and tell the French 

that her father was coming to gain victory, and explained 

that the cause of her husband and her tribe was her own. 

The drunken condition of the warriors around the build-

ing reminded June of ann incident in cormection with her mother, 

which she told Mabel, prefacing it with the remarks that Mabel 

did not have the heart to do the same; and, even if she did, 

she would not permit her. 

"June's moder prisoner once and warriors got
drunk; moder tomahawked •em all. Such the way red-
skin women do, when people in danger and want 
scalp." l 

When Mabel earnestly expressed her intentions of getting 

a canoe and attempting to notify her father of what had happen-

ed on the island June threatened to call her husband. 

"Junet you could not betray me - you would not 
give me up, after all you have done for me?" 

nJust so," returned June, making a backward  
gesture with her hand, and speaking with a warmth  
and earnestness Mabel had never witnessed in her  
before. "Call Arrowhead in a loud voice. One call  
from wife, •ake a warrior up. June no let Lily 
help enemy~ no let Injun hurt Lily." 2  

Mabel could not help but appreciate June's position concern-

ing her people, for it was so similar to her o'Rl.. Between them-

selves there was perfect confidence and affection, but towards 

their respective people, entire fidelity. 

In connection with this conflict, Arrowhead lost his life. 

The inconsolate grief of the young wife at this irreparable loss 

is heart-rending. 

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.357.
2. Ibid.: p.367-8. 
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"June had suffered her hair to fall about her 
face , had taken a seat on a st one that had been dug 
from the eECavation made by the grave, and was hang-
ing over the spot that contained the body of Arrow-
head, unconscious of the presence of any other. She 
believed, indeed, that all had left the island but 
herself, and the tread of the guide's mocoasined 
foot was to noiseless rudely to undeceive her. -------~~--~----~--~------~---------~~---------~-"Dew-of-JuneV he said solemnly but with an 
earnestness that denoted the strength of his 
syr{i.pathy - "you are not alone in your sorrow. Turn, 
and let your eyes look upon a friend." 

nJune has no longer any friendt the woman 
answered; "Arrowhead has gone to the happy hungting-
grounds, and there is no one left to care for June. 
The Tuscaroras would chase her from their wigwams; 
the Iroquois are hateful in her eyes, and she could 
not look at them. No! - 1 eave June to starve over 
the grave of her husband." 

"This will never do - this will never do. 'Tis 
agin' reason and right. You believe in the Mani ton, 
June?" 

"He has hid his face from June, because he is 
angry. He has left her alone to die." 

Pathfinder tried to explain that the Maniton of the pale-

faces strikes the heart with grief in order to bring about self-

reflection and better behavior; that the Great Spirit had meant 

well to her in taking away Arrowhead, less she be led astry 

by his wily tongue and bad companions. Disregarding this know-

ledge at_· her husbani 's treacherous actions, she replied w1 th 

pride that Arrowhead aas a great chief. 

June absolutely refused to abandon his grave for a month, 

during Wbi oh time the scout provided her with food. Oecasionally 

they held short conver»ations. June slept in security in one of 

the abandoned huts. 

Around the end of the month Chingachgook came with news 

of a pressing engagement for himself and the scout. June saw 
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that her guardian was distressed and tried to console him. He 

told her that they would have to leave on the morrow and that 

she would go with them, since she had now become reasonable, 

and the season was already late enough to render the nights 

uncomfortable with so little protection. 

"June assented in the meek manner of an Indian 
woman, and she withdrew to pass the remainder of her 
time near the grave of Arrowhead. Regardless of the 
hour and the season, the ioung widow did not pillow 
her head during the whole of that autumnal night. 
She sat near the spot that held the remains of her 
husband, and prayed in the manner of her people, for 
his success on the endless path on which he had s:> 
lately gone, and for their reunion in the land of the 
just. Humble and degraded as she would have seemed 
in the eyes of the sophisticated and unreflecting, 
the image of God was on her soul, and it vindicated 
its divine origin by aspirations and feelings that 
would have surprised those who, feigning more, feel 
less." 1 

She passed the remainder of her short life in the cottage 

of Mabel on the lake-shore, and was buried on the island by 

the side of Arrowhead. The double loss tribe and husband had 

borne too heavily u·pon her, thus bringing about her early death. 

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.463. 
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Summary ana.,: Conolusion 

Cooper has differentiated between the individual tribes 

of his Indians in such particulars as dress, t~e construction 

of the wigwam, and in certain habits and customs; but most of 

his characterizations, and practically all of his general com-

ments, relate to the race as a Whole. For example, the western 

tribes engage in buffalo hunting and use horses; the Iroquois 

are especially warlike; the ~elawares are more friendly with 

the whites; but all possess certain fundamental traits, of both 

a good and bad nature, and follow certain practices in common. 

Their government is more democratic than despotic. The 

chiefs exercise the highest authority and preside over the 

councils in which the business of the tribe is transacted. At 

these councils their high and courteous bearing is especially 

evident. 

Inaians place great anphasis on physical fitness and per-

sonal prowess. Each warrior strives to obtain a name for him-

self by his deeds of daring and bravery. He will endure hard-

ships and all kinds of torture, when it is unavoidable, with 

this end in view. 

1'he warrior has a proud and haughty bearing, and a very 

exalted opinion of the dignity of his position. He generally 

conceals his emotions and wears a face of inscrutibility, es-

pecially in the presence of strangers. When at home, he 

spends his time in eating and sleeping, except vi.hen follo'Wing 

some pleasure. Paind and ornaments are used on special occa-

sions. The usi of the former in warfare, is to intimidate·: 
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the enemy.  

What might be called a double standard of morals is fol-

lowed by the Indian. It is epitomized in the expression: 

"Never forgive an enemy; never forget a friend." Revenge is 

regarded as a virtue, and towards the enemy, all manner of 

dece1t, cunning, and treachery is practiced, but the friend 

is dealt with honestly. It is not unusual to sacrifice one's 

life for a friend, while that of the enemy is eagerly sought. 

Only individuals in the white race are considered as friends; 

for there is a general feeling of hatred and distrust towards 

"pale-faces", for the simple reason that they were usurping 

the redman' s hunting-grounds • 

.Ambusb and surprise form two of the most important fea-

tures of their warfare. It is necessarily conducted with 

great caution and wariness, as a-result of past experiences 

and because of their primitive methods and implements. They 

frequently accept defeat rather than hazard more than results 

will justify. Honor and success with most tribes, are in pro. 

portion to the number of scalps taken. Some Indians are 

naturally more brutal than others; but all possess strong 

passions, and when aroused in warfare, they frequently commit 

indisoribable horrors. At such times, it requires a powerful 

chief to held than in cheok. 

Unhurt prisoners are not ordinarily scalped. Those who 

do not esoape are adopted into the tribe, ransomed, or tor-
tured. They a.re often bribed by mere baubl ea. Medicine-men. 
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the mentally deficient, and, usually, missionaries, are re-

garded as sacred characters and are therefore unmolested. 

Song and dance form a part of their religious praotices. 

They believe in good and evil spirits, in magic, and super-

natural powers. Acoording to Cooper, they have a rather defi-

nite conception of a single all-powerful Deity, which is 

called by different nanes in different tribes. The name "Great 

Spirit" is oommon to all. Their religious beliefs have been 

influenced by the teachings of the missionaries. The good and 

just Indian enjoys an ideal life after death in the Happy Hunt-

ing-grounds, where the spirit unites again with the body; but 

the bad Indian occupies a menial position there. For both 

types it is a long voyabe, and for that reason food, implements 

of war, and all necessary articles are placed beside the dead 

body. 

Indians have a high respect for law and justice as they 

conceive of them. Property rights are respected within the 

tribe. and between friendly tribes; lying and theft are only 

permissible with the enemy. A high premium is placed on 

tribal loyalty; cowardice and treas on being punishable by 

death. Boasting, on certain occasions, is considered a vir-

tue. Their traditions are surprisingly accurate. 

All actual wor~ is done by the squaws. In the opinion 

of the Indian, this is right; since ~rk, in the ordinary 

sense of the word is considered degrading to the dignity of 

the warrior, and women are their servitors. The status of 

women is oonsequently, very low, and their lives are filled 

with hardships and uncertainties. They are, as a matter of 
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course, meek, loyal, and submissive to their husbands. When 

young they possess muoh beauty and musica1 voices. The old 

crones are frequently more bloodthirsty than the men. 

Polygamy is practiced by the more affluent, though not 

more than three wives are mentioned in connection with any 

one ohief. The consent of the woman is necessary for the 

marriage contract, forced marriages being censured, and there-

fore of infrequent ocourrence. 

Indians respect the chastity of a woman; they also mani-

fest great respeot for age. Ordinarily the.ir bearing is 

marked by an unusually high sense of courtesy. Sacred rites 

of hospitality are extended to the stranger. 

Their language is smooth, graphic and epigrammatic. 

The author makes several references to their Oriental 

origin. 

Their credulity and inferiority to the whites, in cus-

toms, and adaptations in general, are always evident; even 

in their own realm of experience. They show great respect 

for the White man's opinion. Whether Mohican or Huron, the 

red.man is represented as a people who cannot share the white 

man's ideals and is therefore doomed. 

In spite of. the romantic qualities of these novels, it 

is surprising how well-grounded in facts the basic traits and 

customs of these Indians are. One or two instances might be 

cited of defective woodcraft, but these are mere trifles when 

compared with the innmnerable examples of their sensitiveness 

to, and knowledge of, all that pertains to the forest. AB 
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has been stated, Cooper seems to credit them with more compre-

hensive ideas concerning the Diety than is warranted by pres-

ent-day research; he also seems to place too much emphasis on 

the truth of their traditions; but, in other essentials, he 

has not fallen fax short of the mark. One must always bear in 

mind that the Indian, as he is today, is a very different in-

dividual from what he was in Cooper's time; but even with the 

author, he is a creature of passion, and an avenger of his 

wrongs; yet, withal, he is possessed of the basic feelings of 

humanity. The following poem which is illustrative of the 

author's attitude towards the Indian is placed at the beginning 

of one of the chapters. 

"We call them savage--Oh, be just! 
Their outraged feelings scan;  
A voice comes forth, 'tis from the dust-- 
The savage was a man! "1  

Sprague 

It ie thus that Cooper has treated him and succeeded in por-

traying a distinct and coherent racial character. It cannot 

be too strongly emphasized that --giving prominence to certain 

of their virtues, he has not neglected to depict, in the most 

uncompromising colors, their savage traits. In fact, his good 

Indians are the exception, rather than the rule, and are 

generally accotmted for in some manner. No doubt, it is the 

truth of these portraitures that account very 1 argely for their 

immortality and the author's increasing popularity. 
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