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Foreword

The suggestion for this thesis grew out of a course in
"The ﬂovel" taken by the writer, at this wniversity, under
the instruction of ?rof. J+ Re Taylo?. In connection with
this course, "The Last of the Mohicans™ was re-read. ‘The
picture of the Indian as presented by Fenimore Cooper, in
that book, made'such & vivid impression on the reader, that
a desire to.know‘how the author had treated the Indian in
his other novels dealing with’Ihdian‘lifé, resulted in this
investigation. | , | | .

Critics have, ever since the first appearance of these
novels, dehateé’to what extent the redmen, as drawm by Cooper,
is true to 1life, and to what extent he is romanticized.
Some of these criticisms have apparently failed to consider
all of the material presented. | . N

Ag far as the writer knows, there has been no attempt
to collect and orgenize the material relating to Indians in
these novels. Readers are generally acquainted with most of
The Leatherstocking Tales, hut "Wyandotte," "Oak Openings}
"The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish," and others, are less known, -

The object of this study is an attempt to present, as
far as possible, by actual quotation or paraphrase, the

chargeter and customs of the Indian &s portrayed in the novels

of James Fenimore Cooper.
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Introduction

The tribes and tribal némes of the North American
Indian are so numerous that any satisfactory discussion of
them must be preceded by = designation of the particular
groups in question. This is especially true of the study
of the Indians in thé novels of James Fenimore Cooper, be-
cause he not only differentiates hetween the several tribes
but also refers to them by the nicknames bestowed upon them
by their enemies, as well as by the different aboriginal
nemes of their tribe, e¢lan, or confederacy,

As might be expected; the author, in several passages
throughout the novels, explains, fér the benefit of the
reader, the origin and nemes of practically all of the groups
mentioned., In all cases of doubt in this matter, the state-
ments aebout Indiens which are not teken from the novels are
based on the admireble "Handbook of Americen Indians North
of Mexico", edited by F. W.hHodge, and listed in the bibli-
ography accompanying this thesis.

The following citation from "The Pioneers" furnishes
much of the tribal explanation necessary for a thofough ap=-
preciation of the novels in question.

"Before the Europeans, or _to use a more significant
term, the Christians, dispossgd the original owners of the
soil, all that section of the country which contains the
New Englend States, and those of the Middle which lie east

of the mountains, was occupled by two great nations of
Indians, from whom had descended numberless tribes.
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"These two great divisions consisted, on the one side,
of Five, or as they were afterwards called, the Six
Nations, and their allies; and, on the other, of the Lenni
Lenope, or Delawares, with the numerous and powerful tribes
that owned that nation as thelr grandfather. The former
was generally called by the Anglo-Americans, Irogquols or
the Six Nations, and sometimes Mingoes. Their appelation,
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emong their rivals, seems generally to have been the
MengWwe, or Maqua. They consisted of the tribes or
as their allies were fond of asserting, in order to
raigse their consequence, of the several nations of the
Mohawks, the Oneidas, the Onondagas, Cayugas, and

. Senecas; who ranked, in the Confederation, in the order
in which they are named. The Tuscaroras were admitted
to this union near a century after its formation, and
thus completed the number of six.

"0f the Lenni Lenape, or as they were called by the
whites, from the circumstances of their holding their
great Council-fire on the banks of that river, the Dela-
ware Nation, the principal tribes, besides that which
bore the generic name, were the Mehicanni, Mohicans, or
Nentigoes. Of these the latter held the country along
the waters of the Chesapeake and the seashore; while the
Mohegans occupled the district between the Hudson and
the ocean, including much of New England."l

To the above mentioned tribes must be added the Wyan-
dots or Hurons of the Iroquoian Family. One of the novels

takes its name from a member of this tribe.

In "The Wept of Wish-~ton-Wish", dealing with the puri-
tan in New England and King Phillip's War, the Massacheu-
setts, the Wamponosags, aﬁd Narragansetts are the principal
tribes. These are all members of the Algonquin Family, a
linguistic stock, to which the Delaware belong.

In "0ak Openings", the principal scenes of which are
laid in the middle west, the following Algonquin tribes
figure: +the Chippewa, the Ottawa, the Pottawattami, the
Nenominee, and Sacsy~known also as the Ojebway nation,

Finally, in "The Prairie"™ we deal with the Pawnee
Loup of the Algonquin Family and with the Dacotan or Siou-
an Femily, the principal tribes of whieh are the Teton,

Konza, Osage, Omsha, Quapaw, and Ponza.

1. Cooper: The Ploneers, p-77-78
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In period of time the incidemts of these novels take
place from around the Middle of the seventeenth century
~through the beginning of the nineteenth. Many of the

stories are linked up with our Revolutionary War,
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1.
THE INDIAN CHIEF

Chief Mahtoree, with the idea that he had embraced all the
gradations of human excellence, from the highest to the lowest,

says, in conversation with Leatherstocking, "The Master of life
' 1l

has made chiefs, and warriors, and women, "

We shall begin our discussion with the chiefs.
I Types, Number, and Authority
In the following illuminating passage from "The Deerslayer,”
Cooper explains the kind and number of chiefs commonly found among

the Indians of North America:

"As was not unusual among the tribes and wondering bands of
aborigines, two chiefs shared, in nearly equal degrees, the
principal and primitive authority that was wielded over these
children of the forest. There were several who might claim
the distinction of being chief men, but the two in question
were so much superior to all the rest in influence, that,
when they agreed, no one disputed their mandates; and when
they were divided, the band hesitated, like men who had lost
their governing principle of action. It was also in confor-
mity with practice——perhaps we might add in conformity with
nature, that one of the chiefs was indebted to his mind for
his influence, whereas the other owed his distinction alto-
gether to qualities that were physical. One was a senior,
well-known for eloquence in debate, wisdom in council, and
prudence in measures; While his great competitor, if not his
rival, was a brave, distinguished in war, notorious for fero-
city, and remarkable in the way of intellect for nothlng but
the cunning and expedients of the warpath."2

The chiefs, then, held the highest political office among the
Indians. The government, however, was not despotic. Heredity ex-
erted influence, but, as might be expected from a people who placed
s0 much stress upon physical fitness and individual prowess, per-
sonal qualifications were more significant. In the following para-

graph Cooper accounts for the titles of king and prince among them.

Cooper: The Prairie
Tbid : The neersbavgx,, p-5@&~=509 :
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Meeeeeadit 1s well known that little which could be
called monarchial or despotic, entered into the politics
of the North American tribes, although the first colonists,
bringing with them to this hemisphere the notions and ‘
opinions of their own countries often dignified the chief
men of those tribes with the titles of kings and princes,
Hereditary influence did certainly exist; but there 'is
much reason to believe it existed rather as a consequence
of hereditary merit and acquired qualifications than as &
birthright."1

The following passage is even more emphatic on this point

of heredity vs. personal qualifieations &8s the basis for the

authority of chiefs.

"The authority of an Indian chief is far from despotiec,
and though there is reason to think it is often aided,
if not generated, by the accidental causes of birth and
descent, it receives its main support in the personal
qualities of him who rules.’”2

More frequently than otherwise, the daring and wisdom of
the father was to be seen also in the son. At any rate, a
successful or renomed chlef was always able to cope with the
gavage humors and renkling desire for vengeance in the boldest
of his subalterns. The most powerful chief, however, main-
tained his authority only by constant appeal to the opinions
of his inferiors. ‘

The Indians held their chiefs in great respect, but they
were rarely if ever allowed to trespass on any important rights
of the trive. Of this Cooper says:

"Doubtless they have after a fashion their own demagogues

and Ceaesars, hut they are usually kept within moderate

limits; end in rare instances, indeed, do either ever
seriously trespass on the rights of the tribe. As human
nature is everywhere the same, it is not to be supposed
that pure justice prevails even among savages; but one

thing would seem to be certain, that, all over the wbrld,
man in his simplest and wildest state is more apt to

1. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p-533
2. Cooper: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p-332



respect his own ordinances than when liVing in what is
deemed a condition of high civilization."l
The ghiefs then‘were men of vastly superior endowments as
compared with the rest of the tribe. Rivenocak, & chief who
appears in "The Deerslayer,” had no hereditary claims--having
risen to consideration purely by the force of talents, sagacity,
and, as Bacon expresses it, in relation to all distinguished
statesmen, 'by a union of great and mean qualities';...........
"Next to arms, eloguence offers the great avenue to popular
favor, whether it be in eivilized or savage life; and Riven-
oak had succeeded, &as so many have succeeded before him,
quite as much rendering fallacies acceptable to his listen-
ers, as any profound or learned expositions of truth, or
the accuracy of logic. Nevertheless, he had influence; and
was far from being altogether without just claims to its -
possession. Like most men who reason more than they feel,
the Huron was not addicted to the indulgence of the mere
ferocious passions of his people: he had been commonily
found on the side of mercy, in &ll the scenes of vindictive

torture and revenge that had occurred in his tribe, since
his own attainment to power."2

It is interesting and commendable that Cooper always con-
siders his "red men" humans, and takes many occasionsrto point
out, &s in the above passage, the similarity between parts of
their behavior and that of more civilized pecples.

In many instances the chiefs had enjoyed superior advantages.
of contact with members of the colonists and for this reason, too,
they were in advance of their own people. This was true of Ching-
achgook, of Mahatoree,vof Conanchet, and others.

We shall see that, in general, the chiefs took the responsi-
bilility of leadership of their people seriously, an& usually bore
themselves with dignity and gravity. 4s might be expected, they
invariably showed coolness in confusion; were not so reaaily the

victims of superstitions or incredible beliefs as their followers.

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-1ll2
2. Ibid: The Deerslayer, p-533
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They deplored the use of "firewater" among their people, and
were interested in learning new ways of helping them. Haa~
ever, When suéh superior powers were used fo: selfish or sin-
ister motives by the unprincipled among them, the results

were doubly atrocious.
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II The Couneil

It is in the councils held by the chiefs for transacting_
their business that we may see more clearly what their duties,
personalities, and relationships were. Numerous examples are
given in the novels of both formal and informal councils--
when only a few persons gathered, to occasions when the nation
was assembled to decide upon, or to invest;gate some issue.
The manner of conducting each is practically the same: a
council-~fire is lighted and a pipe is generally smokeé;Vthe
proceedings are deliberate and marked by great solemnity, dig-
nity and decorum; great deference is paid to the age and rank
of the participants; when the occasion demands it, all of the
eloguence and political maneuvers known torthe chiefs are ex-
ercigsed in their effort to carry their points. Thé oldest
women of the tribes wers frequently privilege&“to‘sit in on
these proceedings, and when a council of the nation was called,

men, Women, and children attended.
On The Trail

We shall begin with & couneil that is marked by simplicity,
but which is typical of those frequently held at any time or
place when some decision is necessary for further action. Thé
occasion for this deliberation was in order to decide what trail
should be taken in the rescue of the daughters of Colonel Munro.

The warriors, with Hawkeyve, took their seats with much

gravity and decorum, within the curl of the smoke of the fire,

which had been replenished.
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"After a short and impressive pause, Chingachgook lighted
g pipe whose bowl was curiously carved in one of the soft
stones of the country, and whose stem was a tube of wood,
and commenced smoking. Whern he had inhaled enough of the
fragrance of the soothing weed, he passed the instrument
into the hands of the scout. In this manner the pipe had
made its round several times, amid the most profound si-
lence, before either of the party opened his lips. Then
the sagamore, as the oldest and highest in rank, in a few
calm and dignified words proposed the subject for deliber-
ation, He was answered by the scout; and Chingachgook re-
joined, when the other objected to his opinions. But the-
youthful Uncas continued a silent and respectful listener,
until Hawkeyve in complaisance demanded his opinion..
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"Notwithstanding the inereasing warmth of the amicable con-
test, the most decorous Christian assembly, not even ex- ‘
cepting those in which ite reverend ministers are collected,
might h~ve learned a wholesome lesson of moderation from
the forbearance and courtesy of the disputants. The words
of Uncas were received with the same deep attention as those
which fell from the maturer wisdom of his father; and, so
far from manifesting any impastience, neither spoke in reply,
until a few moments of silent meditation were, seemingly,
bestowed in deliberating on what had already been said,
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"The instant the matter in discussion was decided, the de-
bate and everything connected with it, except the result,
appeared to be forgotten."l _

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohiéans", p-220-22
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In a Tribe

A somewhat different plceture is presented in "The Prairie”
of a council held by the letons under their chief, Mahtoree, to
decide upon the fate of some prisoners taken in warfare. There
is much division of opinion as to what shall be done with the
captives who consist of a renowned young chief of an enemy tribe,
two "pale-~-face" men by the names of Middleton and Paul with the
bride and sweetheart resPectively, of these men, a medicine man
of the palefaces called Gbed, and the old trapper.

In this instance we are introduced to a powerful chief who
did not hesitate to'use his great influence for carrying out his
own selfish purposes. He had fallen in love with the surpassing
loveliness of the "pale-face" bride of Middleton, and the deter-
mination to secure her for himself influenced 211 of his plans
and actions on behalf of his tribe. The author explains that he
had had just'enough contact with the traders and troopers of
Canada to unsettle many of his own wild opinions, which were his
birthright, without perhaps substituting any others of a definite
enough nature to be profitable. His reasoning was subtle and
audacious, rather than truthful end profound,

"Like thousands of more enlightened beings who fancy they are

able to go through the trials of human existence without any

other support than their own resolutions, his morals were
accommodating and his motives selfish."l
This personal desire on the part of Mahtorese was not likely to be

displeasing nor necessarily detrimental to the tribe. It explains,

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-319
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however, his situation in the proceedings which follow.

"A fierce and savage joy had existed in the camp, from the
instant when it had been announced that their own chief
was returning with the long-dreaded and hated partisan of
their enemies. For many hours the crones of the tribe had
been going from lodge to lodge, in order to stimulate the
tempers of the warriors to such a pass as might leave but
little room for mercy. To one they spoke of a son whose
scalp was drying in the smoke of a Pawnee lodge. To
another, they enumerated his own scars, his disgraces, and
defeats; with a third, they dwelt on his losses of skins
and horses; and a fourth was reminded of vengeance by a
significant question concerning some flagrant adventure in
which he was known to have been a sufferer."l

These means used by the o0ld women of the tribe excited the

men sufficiently to cause them to assemble in groups according

to their deeds and reputations, for a discussion of the matter.

Anyone approaching the lodges could readily observe that some

event of more interest than usual was about to take place. Not

only had the old crones clustered together, but every Indian

boy, who was 0ld enough to understand the significance of the

council manifested the most intense interest.

1.
2,

"They who were of that equivocal age which admitted them
to the hunts, while their discretion was still too doubt-
ful to permit them to be trusted on the warpath, hung
around the skirts of the whole, catching from the fierce
models before them that gravity of demeanor and restraint
of manner which in time was to become so deeply ingrafted
in their own characters, A few of the still older class,
and who had heard the whoop in anger, were a little more
presuming, pressing higher to the chiefs, though far from
presuming to mingle in their councils, sufficiently dis-
tinguished by being permitted to catch the wisdom which
fell from 1lips so venerated. The ordinary warriors of the
band were still less diffident, not hesitating to mingle
emong the chiefs of lesser note, though far from assuming
the right to dispute the sentiments of any established
brave, or to call in question the prudence of measures
that were recommended by the more gifted counsellors of

the nation."2

Cooper: The Prairie, p-332-3
Ibid, p-301-2
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The following description of the chiefs is particularly

interesting because it defines more clearly the distinctions

between the two classes and the characteristics of each.

Mshtoree, their acknowledged leader, who possessed in a rare

combination, the qualities of both groups, is conspicuous

among them.

1.

"Among the chiefs themselves there was a singular com-
pound of exterior. They were divided into two classes:
those who were mainly indebted for their influence to
physical causes and to deeds in arms, and those who had
become distinguished rather for their wisdom than for
their services in the field. The former were by far the
most numerous and most important.class. They were men
of stature and mien, whose stern countenances were ren-
dered doubly imposing by those evidences of their valor
which had been roughly traced on their lineaments by the
hands of their enemies. The class which had gained its
influence by a moral ascendency was extremely limited.
They were uniformly to be distinguished by the quick and
lively expression of their eyes, by the air of distrust
that marked their movements, and occasionally by the
vehemence of their utterance in those sudden outbreakings
of the mind by which their present consultations were
from time to time distinguished.

"In the very center of the ring formed by these chosen
counsellors was to be seen the person of the disquited
but seemingly calm Mahtoree. There was a conjunction of
all the several qualities of the others in his person
and character. MNMind as well as matter had conrtributed
to establish his authority. His scars were as numerous
and deep as those of the whitest heads in his nation;
his limbs were in their greatest vigor; his courage at
its fullest height. ZEndowed with this rare combination
of moral and physical influence, the keenest eye in all
that assembly was want to lower before his threatening
glance. Courage and cunning had established his ascen-
dency, and it had been rendered in some degree sacred
by time. He knew so well how to unite the powers of
reason and force, that, in a state of socliety which ad-
mitted of greater display of his energies, the Teton
would in all probability have pecome & conqueror and a
despot.”" 1 :

Cooper: The Prairie, p-302
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Mahtoree had suspended the discussions in order to ascer-
tain how far the execution of the prisoners might propitiate
or retard his own particular views. Up to this point the con-
sultations had been merely preliminary. A variety of opinions
still prevailed, but each chief had discovered how many sup-
porters were of his own particular views. The moment for the
formal council of the tribe had now arrived, and preparations

were made for this momentous occasion with great dignity and

solemnity.

"With a refinement in cruelty that none but an Indian would
have imsgined, the place selected for the grave deliber-
ation was immediately about the post to whieh the most im-
portant of its subjects was attached. Middleton and Paul
were brought in their bonds, and laid at the feet of the
Pawnee; then the men began to take their places; according
to their several claims to distinction. As warrior after
warrior approached, he seated himself in the wide cirele
with a mien as composed and thoughtful as if his mind were
actually in a condition to deal out justice, tempered, as
it should be, with the heavenly quality of mercy. A place
was reserved for three or four of the principal chiefs;
and a few of the oldest of the women, as withered as age,
exposure, hardships, and lives of savage passions could
make them, thrust themselves into the foremost circle with
a temerity to which they were impelled by their insatiable
desire for cruelty, and which nothing but their years and
their long-tried fidelity to the nation could have excused.

"Al1l, but the chiefs already named, were now in their
places. These had delayed their appearance, in the vain
hope that their own unaminity might smooth the way to that
of their respective factions; for, notwithstanding the super-
ior influence of Mahtoree, his power was to be maintained
only by constant appeals to the opinions of his inferiors.
As these important personages at length entered the circle
in a body, their sullen looks and clouded brows, notwith-
standing the time given for consultation, sufficiently pro-
claimed the discontent which reigned among them. The eye
of Mahtoree was varying in its expression, from sudden
gleams, that seemed to kindle with the burning impulses of
his soul, to that cold and guarded steadiness which was
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thought more peculiarly to become a chief in council. He
took his seat with the studied simplicity of a demagogue;
though the keen and flashing glance that he immediately
threw around the silent assembly betrayed the more pre-
dominant temper of a tyrant."l

This very vivid and detasiled description of the proceed-
ings and participants of this council exposes its innermost
workings. One is reminded of the most astute politieai gather-
ing among people of the highest civilizatiom. Tradition and
experience had taught these wily chiefs many of the fine points
of governmental control,

ThéAspeeches of the chiefs following the formal opening of
this council not only reveal the character, motives, and ideas
of the respective speakefs, but also shed light on their customs
and language. The account continues~

"When all were present an aged warrior lighted the great
pipe of his people, and blew the smoke toward the four
quarters of the heavens. ©So soon as this propitiatory
offering was made, he tendered it to Mahtoree, who, in af-
fected humility, passed it to a gray-bearded chief by his
side. After the influence of the soothing weed had been
courted by all, a grave silence succeeded, as if each was
not only qualified to, but actually did, think more deeply
on the matters before them. Then an 0ld Indian arose and
spoke as follows:

"'The eagle, at the falls of the endless river, was in its
egg, many snows after my hand had struck a Pawnee. ¥What
my tongue says, my eyes have seen. DBohracheena is very
0ld, The hills have stood longer in their places than he
has been in his tribe, and the rivers were full and empty
before he was born; but where is the Sioux that knows it
besides himself? What he says, they will hear. If any of
his words fall to the ground they will pick them up and
held them to their ears. If any blow away in the wind,
my young men who are very nimble will catch them. Now
listen. Since water ran and trees grew, the Sioux has
found the Pawnee on his warpath. As the cougar loves the
antelope, the Dahcotah loves his enemy. When the wolf

l. Cooper: The Prairie,p-333-~4
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finds the fawn, does he lie down and sleep? When the pan-
ther sees the doe at the spring does he shut his eyes?

He drinks, too; but it is of blood! A Sioux is a leaping -
panther, a Pawnee a trembling deer. Let my children hear
me. They will find my words good. I have spoken.'

"A deep gutteral exclamation of assent broke from the lips
of all the partisans of llahtoree, as they listened to this
sanguinary advice from one who was certainly among the most
aged of the nation., That deeply seated love of vengeance,
which formed so prominent a feature in their characters,

was gratified by his metaphorical allusions; and the chief
himself augered favorably of the success of his own schemes,
by the number of supporters who manifested themselves to

be in favor of the counsels of his friend. But still unami-
nity was far from prevailing. A long and decorous pause
was suffered to succeed the words of the first speaker, in
order that all might duly deliberate on their wisdom, be-
fore another chief took on himself the office of refutation,
The second orator, though past the prime of his days, was
far less aged than the one who had preceded him. He felt
the disadvantage of this circumstance, and endeavored to
counteract it, as far as possible, by the excess of his
humility.

"I am but an infant, "he commenced, looking furtively
around him in order to detect how far his well-established
character for prudence and courage contradicted his asser-
tions, "I have lived with the women since my father has
been a man. If my head is getting gray, it is not because
I am o0ld., Some of the snow which fell on it while I have
been sleeping on the warpaths have frozen there, and the
hot sun near the Osage villages has not been strong enough
to melt it.' A low murmur was heard, expressive of admir-
ation of the services to which he thus artfully alluded.
The orator modestly awaited for the feeling to subside a
little, and then he continued, with increasing energy,
encouraged by their commendations: 'But the eyes of a young
brave are good. He can see very far. He is a lynx. Look
at me well, I will now turn my back, that you may see both
sides of me. Kow do you know I am your friend for you look
on a part that a Pawnee never saw. Now look at my face---
not in this seam, for there your eyes can never see into my
spirit. It is a hole cut by Konza. But here is an opening
made by the Wahcotah, (Great Spirit) through which you may
look into the soul. What am I? A Dacotah within and with-
out. You know it. Therefore hear me. The blood of every
creature on the prairie is red. Who can tell the spot
where a Pawnee was struck from the place where my young

men took & bison? It is of the same color. The Mast%r of
Life made them for each other. He made them alike. ut

will the grass grow green where a pale-face is killed? my
young men must not think that nation so numerous that it
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will not miSs a warrior. They call them over often, and

say, 'Where are my sons?' If they miss one they will

send into the prairies to look for him. If they cannot

find him they will tell their runners to ask for him

among the Sioux. My brethren, the Big-knives are not

fools. There is a mighty medicine of their nation now

among us; who can tell how loud is his voice, or how long

his arms?..... «ceseae.ml

The speech of this orator, who had shown his superstitious
beliefs and fear of the white man, was cut short just as he was
beginning to enter his subject with warmth. The impstient Mah-
~toree arose suddenly and ordered, in a voice mingled with con-
tempt and irony, that the evil spirit of the pale-faces he brought
forth go that the speaker might see this medicine.

"A death-like and solemn stillness succeeded this extra-

ordinary interruption. It not only involved & deep offense

against the sacred courtesy of debate, but the mandate was

likely to brave the unknown power of one of those incompre-

hensible beings vhom few Indians were enlightened enough at

that day to regard without reverence, or few hardy enough
tc oppose."2

Mshtoree entertazined none of these fears. 5o anxious was
he that the prisoners, with the possible exception of the trapper,
whose age he respected, be put to death that he had defied con-
ventional rules in this manner. Moreover, he had anticipated
just such a reaction to the medicine-man on the part of many of
his associates and had ordered that Obed be deprived of his regu-
lar apparel and be dressed and painted most fantastically in
Indian style, with the idea of making him appear ridieculous. The
said Obed even Wore a scalp-lock, and from conspicuous parts of
his body were hung frogs, lizzards, toads, and butterflies, em-

1. Cooper: The Prgirie, p-334-5-6
2. 1Ibid, p-336
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blems in mockery of his profession. With the exception of the
more intelligent chiefs, his appearance was regarded with secret
awe by most of the band in spite of this ridiculous attire. A

brief interruption was followed by another period of motionless

silence.

"Then Mshtoree arose, evidently prepared to speak. First
placing himself in an attitude of dignity, he turned g
steady and severe look on the whole assembly. The expres-
sion of his eye, however, changed as it glanced across the
different countenances of his supporters and of his oppo-
nents. To¢ the former, the look, though stern, was not
threatening, while it seemed to tell the latter all the
hazards they incurred, in daring to brave the resentment
of one so powerful.

"Still, in the midst of so much "hanteur" and confidence,
the sagacity and cunning of the Teton did not desert him,
When he had thrown the gauntlet, as it were, to the whole
trive, and sufficiently asserted his elaim to superiority,
his mien became more affable and his eye less angry. Then
it was that he raised his voice, in the midst of a death-
like stillness, varying its tones to suit the changing
character of his images and of his eloquence.

"What is a Sioux? the ochief sagaciously began. "He is
the ruler of the prairies, and master of its beasts. The
fishes in the "river of the troubled waters" know him, and
come at his call. He is a fox in council, an eagle in
sight, & grizzly bear in combat. A Dacotah is & man!i"

"After waiting for the low murmur of epprobation which
followed this flattering portrait of his people to subside,
the Teton continued:

"What is a Pawnee? 4 thief, who only steals from women; &
red-skin who is not a brave; a hunter that begs for venison.
In council he is a squirrel, hopping from place to place,

he is an owl, that goes on the prairie at night; in battls
he is an elk, whose legs are long. 4 Pawnse is a woman.",

Another pause was followed by a yell of delight and a de-

mand was made that these taunting words should be tfanslated

1. Cooper: The Prairie, pp-341-2
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into Pawnee language for the captive's benefits., This was done
by the trapper, but the speech produced no visible'effect on
this brave, young chief. One could observe from Mahtoree's ex~
pression how inextinguishable was the hatred he felt towards
this captive, the only chief, far or near, whose fame might ad-
vantageously be compared with his own. His speech, intended to
quicken the tempers of his men to work his savage puﬁposes, was
continued.

"If the earth was covered with rats which are good for

nothing," he said, "there would be no room for buffaloes,

which give food and clothes to an Indian. If the prairies

were covered with Pawnees, there would be no room for the

foot of a Decatoh. A Loup is a rat, a Sioux a heavy buf-

falo; let the buffaloes tread upon the rats and make room

for themselves."l

It will be observed that in these speeches the orators
generally gain favor with their audiences by artfully alluding
to théir owa services. They then flatter their listeners with
eulogies on their own tribe, after which they attempt to con-
vince their hearers of the soundness of their own views on the
issue in question by appealing to thelir weaknesses or prejudices.

Feeling confident that he had aroused the fury of his fol-
lowers against the young chief sufficiently for the present,
Mahtoree now directed his attention to the pale-face men whose
deaths he no doubt contrived primarily as a step toward the

realization of his own scheme. IHe began by alluding to the pre-

vious speaker.

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-342
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"My brothers, a little child has spoken to you. He tells

you his hair is not gray, but frozem; that the grass will

not grow where a paleface has died! Does he know the
color of the blood of a Big-knife? No: I know he does
not; he has never seen it, What Dacotah besides Mahtoree
has ever struck a pale-face? Not one. But Mahtoree must
be silent. Every Teton will shut his ears when he speaks,

The scaPls over his lodge were taken by the women. They

were taken by Mahtoree and he as a woman. His mouth is

shut; he waits for the feasts to sing among the girls:"l

( As has probably been observed, the term "woman" is among
the most reproachful or degrading that could be used in connection
with a warrior or a chief, who disdained the work of a woman and
regarded their duties as being of a vastly superior order. The
expression, "Big-knife'", was one of the names given white men
in allusion to the weapons used by them.)

Exclamations of regref and resentment followed this self-
abasement on the part of their great chief, who took his seat
as if resolved to spéak nb ﬁ6re. So great was the confusion
that a dissolution of théfcéﬁﬁéil seemed probsable wless their
chief came to the rescue, so he arose and resumed his speech
by changing his manner to that of a warrior bent on revenge.
Using his deep-toned and stirring voice to its utmost power
he called the names of the warriors of his tribe who had met
their deaths at the hands of either a Pawnee or a white man
in such a cunning and thrilling manner as to affect all who
heard him.

"It was in the midst of one of his highest flights of elo-
quence that, a man, so aged as to walk with the greatest

difficulty, entered the very center of the circle, and
took hig stand directly in front of the spesker.

1. Cooper: The Prairie;p-542-5
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. seessssssssss-nssselhe stranger had once been distin-
8uished for his beauty and proportions, as had been his
eagle eye for its irresistable and terrible glance. But
his skin was now wrinkled, and his features furrowed.....
The murmurs of "Le Balafréil" that rang through the assem-
bly when he appeared, announced not only his name and

the high estimation of his character, but how extraordinary
his visit was considered. As he neither spoke nor moved,
however, the sensation created by his appearance soon sub-
sided, and then every eye was again turned upon the speaker,
and every ear, once more drank in the intoxication of his
maddening appeals."l

The triumph of Mahtoree was reflected on the countenances
of his aunditors by looks of ferocity and revenge. These were
followed by bursts of admiration which grew less and less re-
strained. Closing his speech by a rapid appealrto the pride and -
hardihood of this native band, the Teton, in the height of his
success, suddenly took his seat.

It was then that Le Balafré began to speak in a low, feeble,
and hollow voice, as if it rolled from the innermost cavities
of his chest and gathered strength and energy as it broke upon
the air.

"The day of Ly Balafré is near its end," were the first

words that were distinetly audible. "He is like a buffalo

on whom the hair will grow no longer. He will soon be

ready to leave his lodge, to go in search of another that

is far from the villages of the Sioux; therefore, what he

says has to concern not him but those he leaves hehind.

His words are like the fruit on a tree, ripe, and fit to
be given to chiefs.

"Many snows have fallen since Le Balafré has been bound
on the war-path. His blood has been very hot but now it
has had time to cool. The Wahcondah gives him dreams of
war no longer; he sees that it is better to live in peace.

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-545;4
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"My brothers, one foot is turned to the happy hunting
grounds, the other will soon follow, and then an old
chief will be seen looking for the prints of his
father's moccasing, that he may make no mistake, but
be sure to come before the lMaster of Life by the ssame
path as so many good Indiens have already travelled.
But who will follow? Le Balafré has no son. His
oldest has ridden too many Pawnee horses; the bones
of the youngest have been gnawed by Konza dogs! Le
Balafré has come to look for a young arm on which he
may lean, and to find a son, that when he is gone his

lodge may not be empty........... "1l

This 0ld veteran's speech had been calm, but distinct
and decided. It was his desire to adopt the young Pawnee
captive as a son for the reasons he had given. His reso- ‘
lution was in strict conformity with the usages of the tribve,
besides no one presumed to oppose so aged and venerated_a
brave, so that his proposal was listened to in grave and re-
spectful silence. Mahtoree, towards whom many eyes'turned,
was apparently content to await the result of this proposal
with seeming composure, though the occasional gleams of
ferocity which played about his eyes betrayed his true feelings
on the subject.

By order of Le Balafré the young chief was released from

his post and examined by the 0ld man with evident satisfaction. He

1. Cooper: The P sirie, p-344-5



then proposed the question to the youth in the following figu-

rative language:
"My son opened his eyés on the 'waters of the wolves',
wsesesasssbut he will shut them in the bend of the 'river
with a troubled stream.' He has horn a Pawnee, but he
will die a Dacotah. Look at me. I am a sycamore that
once covered meny with my shadow. The leaves are falled
and the branches begin to drop. But a single sucker is
springing from my roots; it is a little vine, and it winds
itself about a tree that is green. I have long looked for
one fit to grow by my side. Now I have found him. Le
Balafré is no longer without & son; his name will not be

forgotten when he is gone.----- Men of the Tetons, I take
this youth into my ledge.™l

Although the council dared not dispute & right that had
been exercised so often by warriors far inferior(to Le Balafré,
the youth himself had not been consulted. When the moment
arrived for him to speak it was as follows:

"My fether is very old, but he has not yet looked upon

everything,.. ....He has never seen a buffalo changed

to a bat: he will never see a Pawnee become a Sioux."2

Le Balafré, instead of being repulsed by this elear-cutv
and positive refusal, accepted it, as indicative of the young
chief's gallantry. He was soon disillusioned. %The Pawnee took
the wrinkled hand of Le Balafré and laid it with‘reverence on
his head as if to acknowledge the extent of his obligation. He
then explained more fully why he would never become a Sioux and
closed by saying, "When the Tetons see the sun come from thg
Rocky Mountains, and move toward the land of the pale-faces,
the mind of Hard-Heart (meaning his own) will soften, and his
gpirit will become a Sioux. Until that day he will live &nd

die a Pawnee,"3

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-346
2. Ibid: p-347
3. Ibid: p-348
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This declaration on the part of H&r&-heart,ifor 80 he wszs
called, was greeted»by a yell in which admiration for his fi-
delity to his tribe, and a desire for revenge were mihglea. An
attitude assumed shortly afterwards by the Pawnee was miscon-
strued for contempt. Unable to restraih their fdry any longer,
the old crones commenced reviling the captive. The excitement
soon spread among the inferior warriors but they‘would not be-
gin without the consent of the chiefs., Iahtoree, who had been
awaiting just such a movement, shortly gave a signal for the_
torment ing to proceed. Death by torture for the’captive men,
would have been almost certain had not other events interceded.
In this manner the council was dissolved.

It may be clearly seen that a people possessing such deep-
seated passions for revenge and cruelty as shown in this council
could only be held in check by a chief whom they both respected
and feared. We have had presented to us in Mahtoree such a
person. His powerful and authoritative call could arrest the

actions of his warriors when bent on the most bloody revenge.
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FProm a Number of Tribes

In "Oak Openings" an interesting and picturesque council,
known as the "Coumncil of the Bottom Land, near to the spring of
gushing Water;" was called by the great Onoah, the "Tribeless,”
whb had labored to awaken a national spirit among the Indians »
of all tribes with the hope of completely exterminating the en-
croaching pale~faces. Cooper ranks him above Tecumthe, and his
brother the Prbphet. In his person united the characters of
warrior, prophet and councillor, and so great had been his suc-
cess that he deemed his project feasible. For wisdom, eloquence,
and vengeance on his enemies his followers considered him unsur-
passed. The whites, scattered along the frontier had given him
the "sobriquet" of "Scalping Peter,” but they knew little of his
career and less of his true charactér, which was shrouded in
mystery.

At this secret council, which was held after midnight, were
nearly fifty chiefs from different tribes. Its effect upon two
white men, a corporal and a bee-hunter, who happened to be out at
that hour and overheard the proceedings, is graphically described
by the author. They watched with a feeling of awe mingled with
curiosity the aspects, movements, dress and appearance in general)
of these painted warriors.

"The Indians already present were not seated. They stood

in groups, conversing, or stalked across the arena, re-

sembling so meny dark and stately spectres. No sound was
heard among them, a circumstance that added largely to the

wild end supernatural aspect of the scene. If any spoke,
it was in a tone so low and gentle as to carry the sound



- 28 -

no farther than to the ears that were listening; two never

spoke at the same time and in the same group, while the

moccasin permitted no foot-fall to be audible. Nothing
could have been more unearthly than the picture presented
in that 1ittle wood-circled arena of velvet-like grass and
rural beauty. The erect, stalking forms, half-naked, if
not even more; the swarthy skins; the faces fierce in the
savage conceits which were intended to strike ¥terror into
the bosoms of enemies, and the glittering eyes that fairly
sparkled in their midst, all contributed to the character

Of the scanei.l'ﬂﬁAOOOOC'OQOO..0.00....01.Q‘O D'.Q.COQIV

For half an hour no one spoke, coughed, laughed, or ex-
elzimed. Suddenly every chief stood still and all faces turned
in the same direction, as if in expectation of someone. In half
a minute Onoash, accompanied by a missionary called Parson Anmen,
came out of the obscurity and advanced with a dignified and de=~
liberate tread to the center of the arena.

It wes by mere chance occurrence that Parson Amen attended
this meeting. Onoah had encountered the missionary in the forest
looking for his two white companions, and, instead of attempting
to throw him off, had guietly invited him to join his party.
Respect for the great chief prevented any manifestations of sure
prise or discontent at the unexpected appearance of this "medicine-
man of the pale-faces,” but his presence was suffiéient té change
the entire course of the proceedings, and incidently gives the
reader a deeper insight into the opinions and beliefs of these
redmen,

A few of the oldest chiefs approached Peter and conversed
in low tones, after which all of the company seated themselves

in a circle around the fire, which was replenishad with a few dry

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-342
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sticks. The pipes were prepared by two of the younger chiefs.

"As this smoking was Just then more a matter of ceremony
than for any other purpose, a whiff or two sufficed for
each chief, the smoker passing the pipe to his neighbor
as soon &as he had inhaled a few puffs. The Indians are
models of propriety in their happiest moods, and every
one in that dark and menancing circle was permitted to
have his turn with the pipe, before any other step was
"teken. There were but two pipes lighted, and mouths
being numerous, some time was necessary in order to com-
plete this ceremony. Still, no sign of impatience was
seen, the lowest chief having as much respect paid to his
feelings, as related to this attention, as the highest.
At length the pipes completed their circuit, even Parson
Amen getting, and using his turn, when a dead pause suc-
ceeded. The silence resembled that of a quaker meeting,
and was broken only by the rising of one of the principal
chiefs, evidently about to speak.
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"Brothers of the many tribes of the Ojebways," commenced
this personage, "the Great Spirit has permitted us to meet
in council., The Henitou of our fathers is now among these
oaks, listening to our words and looking in at our hearts.
Wise Indians will be careful of what they say in such a
presence, and careful of what they think. All should be
said and thought for the best. We are a scattered nation,
and the time is come when we must stop in our trecks, or
travel beyond the sound of each other's cries. If we
travel beyond the hearing of our own people, soon will our
children learn tongues that Ojebway's ears cannot understand.
The mother talks to her child and the child learns her words.
But no child can hear across a great lake. Once we lived
near the rising sun. Where are we now? Some of our young
men say they have seen the sun go down in the lakes of the

- sweet water. There can be no hunting beyond "that" spot;
end if we would live, we must stand still in our tracks.
How to do this, we have met to consider.

"Brothers, many wise chiefs and braves are seated at this
council-fire. It is pleasant to my eyes to look upon them.
Ottaways, Chippeways, Pottawattanies, Nemominees, Hurons,

eand all. Our father at Quebee has dug up the hatchet against
the Yankees. The war-path is open between Detroit and all
of the villages of the redmen. The prophets are spegking

to our people, and we listen. One is here; he is about to
speak. The Council will have but a single sense, which will

be that of hearing."l
1. Cooper: Osk Openings, p;245~6
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In this speech the pﬁrpose of the council is stated.
Throughout these novels the Indian is ever perplexed that he
ghould have to give'up‘his lands to strangers, who, in their
opinion, wanted everything. They resented the idea of being
scattereé and pushed farther and farther west. |

The war alluded to, is that of 1812, around which many
of the incidents of this story are built.

The ideas of these chiefs about the Great Spirit is partly
explained by the presence of the Missionary among them. Onozh
gives more of these opinions in the speech which follows. The
latter arose in the midst of thé deep calm that followed thé
last orator. It was a moment of intense interest on the part
of the c¢ircle, as this deliberate, dignifie@)and eloquent

leader sommenced.

"Chiefs of the Ojebway nation, I wish you well, said Peter,
stretching out his arms towards the circle, as if desirous

of embracing all present. 'The Manitou has been good to

me. He has cleared a path to this spring and to this

council fire. I see around it the faces of many friends.

Why should we not all be friendly? Why should a redman

ever strike a blow at a redmen? The Great Spirit made us

of the same color, and placed us on the same hunting-grounds.
He meant that we should hunt in company, not take each other'’
scalps. How many warriors have fallen in our family wars?
Who has counted them? Who can say? Perhaps encugh, had 1
they not been killed, to drive the pale-faces into the seal'"

Here the speaker paused to allow the idea he had just
thrown out to take effect on the minds of his listeners. In sz

few minutes he continued in a voice of graduelly increasing ’

volume.

1. Cooper: Osk Openings, p-247
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"Yes,.......the Manitou has been very kind. ¥Who is the
Manitou? Has any Indian ever seen him? Every Indian
-hasg seen him. TNo one can look on the hunting-grounds,
on the lakes, on the prairies, on the trees, on the

game, without seeing his hand. His face is to be seen
in the sun at noon-day, his eyes in the stars at night.
Has any Indian ever heard the Manitou? When it thunders,
he speaks. When the crash is loudest, then he scolds.
Some Indian has done wrong. Perhaps one redman has
~taken another redman’s scalp:

"Another pause succeeded, briefer and less imposing than
the first, but one that sufficed to impress on the lis-
teners anew the great evil of an Indian's raising his
hend against an Indien.
"Here is a medicine-priest of the pale-faces; he tells

me that the voice of the Manitou reaches into the largest
villages of his people, beneath the rising sun, when it

is heard by the redmen across the great lakes, and near
the rocks of the setting sun., It is a lound voice; woe

to him who does not remember it., It speaks to all colors,
eand to every people and tribe and nation.

"Brothers, that is a lying tradition which says there is
one Manitou for a Sac and another for the Ojebway-----

one Manitou for the redman and enother for the pale~face.
In this we are all alike. One Great Spirit made all,
governs all, rewards all, punishes all. He may keep the
Happy Hunting-grounds of an Indian separate from the white
man's heaven, for who knows that their customs are differ-
ent, and what would please a warrior would displease a
trader; &nd what would please a trader would displease a
warrior. He has thought of these things and has made
several places for the spirits of the good, let their
colors be what they may. 1Is it the same with the places
of the spirits of the bad? I think not. To me it would
seem best to let them go together, that they may torment
one another. A wicked Indian and a wicked pale-face would
make & bad neighborhood. I think the Manitou would let
them go together.

"Brothers, if the Manitou keeps the good Indian and the
good pale-face apart in another world, what has brought

them together in this? If he brings the bad spirit of all
colors together in another world, why should they come
together here before their time? A place for wicked spirits
should not be found on earth. This is wrong; it must be
looked into.

"Brothers, I have done; this pale-face wishes to speak,
and I have said that you would hear his words. VWhen he
has spoken his mind I may have more to tell you. TNow



- 26 -

listen to the stranger. He i® a medicineé-priest of the

white men; and says he has a great secret to tell our

people. When he has told it I have another for their

ears, too---line must be spoken when there is no one near

but the children of red clay.'l

One camnot help but be amused at this mixture of Christian
end Indian religious beliefs on the part of Onosh, who was not
only preparing the way for the missionary's message but also
attempting to show why the pale-faces and redmen should not dwell
together on earth, Amen had been Onosh's campanioh on a long
voyage and it is quite likely that thisﬂzealous missionary had
taken advantage of the opportunity to instruct the chief in Chris-
" tian doctrines. The latter had apparently absorbed enough to
answer his own purposes. Cooper exﬁlains that the Indians in the
region of the great lakes had long been accustomed to missionaries,
and it 1s probably that evem some of their own traditions on re-
ligious matters had been insensibly colored by, or absolutely de-
rived from, men of this character. Amen saw in that circle faces
of persons who had prayed with him in days gone by.

- The missionary first affirmed some of the religious statements
which Onoah had made and then proceeded to propound to them very
adroitly his favorite theory that the Indians were the "lost tribes
of Isrzel." When he remarked that the Great Spirit had made all
men of the same clay, a slight sensation was perceptible among the

chiefs, indicating that many of them were of a decidedly different

opinion on this point of natural history.

1. Osk Openings, p-247-8-9
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"You are now red, but all of your people were once fairer
than the fairest of the pale-faces,” the Missionary told
them. "It is climate and hardships and sufferings that
have changed your color.”

"If suffering can do that’ returned Peter with emphasis,
"I wonder we are not black. When all our hunting-grownds
are covered with the farms of your people, I think we
shall be black,"

"Signs of powerful disgust were now visible among the
listeners, and Indian having much of the contempt that
seems to weigh s0 heavily on that unfortunate c¢lass, for

all of the color mentioned.™ 1

His explanation of the different colors of men prompted

Peter to obtzin permission to ask the following question:

"Let my brother say why the Great Spirit turned the Indian
to a red color. Was he angry with him%? or did he paint
him so out of love?" 2 \

This the missionary did not know. He could only affirm that

a pale-face could not be made & redskin, nor = redskin a pale-face.

1.
2.
3.

"Good--~-thst is what we Indians say. The manitou has made us
different. He &id not mean that we should live om the same
hunting-gromds." rejoined Peter, who rarely failed to im-
prove every opportunity in order to impress on the minds of
his followers the necessity of now e¢rushing the serpent in

the shell."

"No man can say that," answered Amen. "Unless my people
had come to this continent, the word of God could not have
been preached by me along the shores of these lakes...."3

Cooper: Oak Openings, p-£63
Ibid: 253
Ibid: 253
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Quite unexpectedly at this point a runner arrived with
news of great concern to the tribe, but no one showed im-
patience in any way, nor was the assembly greatly disturbed.
At length the message was given that Detroit had fallen into
the hands of the British. Murmurs expressive of satisfaction
passed around the circle for many of the chiefs were not back-
ward in expressing their contempt for the Yankee. feter inter-
preted the event as favoring his own scheme of getting rid of
these pale-faces, saying:

"It will be with our sons as it was with our fathers. Our

hunting-grounds will be our own, and the Buffalo and deer

will be plenty in our wigwams. The fire-water (meaning

whiskey) will flow after them that hrought it into the

country, and the redman will once more be happy, &s in times
past!"l

As might be expected Parson Amen was much troubled to hear
of this defeat but upon being told that the "ears of his friends
were open" he resumed his tradition of the “iost tribes.”

- The reaction of the Indians to this current theory of their
origin is interesting. One chief thought it wonderful that so
many as ten tribes should be lost at the same time and no one
know what has become of them. They wanted to be told where
these tribes gould be found so that they could go and look at
them.

The statement from the "medicine-priest of the pale~-faces"
that they themselves were the lost tribes or Jews was received
at first with admiration and wonder. Their own tradition gave

no account of this, but neither did it contradict it. Amen

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-255
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was not left unquestioned, however, One ehief wanted to know
where the tradition came from,-—-if Amen had first heard it from
his fathers. They could not understand how Judea, the land of
the lost tribes could be reached by directly opposite routes
or "by paths that lead before and behind", because they very
generally believed the earth to be flat. Furthermore, the fact
that the Manitou had permitted the pale-faces to take away
their hunting-grounds--had made them poor and the pale-~faces
rich--proved that they were not chosen people and that the tra-
dition was a "lying tradition.”

After thénking the missionary for what he had told them,
they offered to give this far-off rich land of Judea to the
pale-faces, if the latter would let them alone on their hunting-
grounds, where they had so long been, with the réquest that, if
possible, the small-pox and fire-water be taken away with them,

The well-meaning missionary frankly told them that such an
offer would do no good. He also tried to make clear to them
that, in spite of their hardships now, it was not for them to
understand the wisdom of God; and, if lost, he firmly believed
that one day they would again be a great and glorious people
restored to the lands of their fathers.

Although the Indians eould not understend him, this announce-
ment coming from one whom they respected did not fail to produce
a. deep sensation.

"If their fortunes were really the care of the Great Spirit,
and justice was to be done to them by his love and wisdom,
then would the projects of Peter and those Wwho acted and
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felt with him be unnecessary, and might lead to evil in-

stead of to good.™l

The wise Peter did not fail to see this point and thought
it best to say a word to lessen the influence of Parson Amen.
So thoroughly had he become absorbed in his scheme of ven-
geance on the oppressors of his race that a redemption of his
people in a peaceful manner would have given him pain instead
of pleasure.

Therefore; when Peter arose, fierce and malignant passions
were at work in his bosom but his self-command succeeded in
- suppressing the volcano that was raging within sufficiently to
.enable him to speak with his usual dignity and calmness of ex~
terior. His speech, however, was full of irony. He spoke of
how good it was to learn--that it was because the ?ale-faces
had learned more than the redskin that the former had gotten
possession of the latter's hunting-grounds and built their
villages upon them. He would guestion ‘the mediqine-man further,
so that they would learn more; But when ‘imen produced the
"good-book of the pale-faces™, Peter was a little abashed.

"Perhaps half of the chiéfs present had seen books before,

while those who now laid eyes on them for the first time

had heard of this art of the pale-~-faces, which enabled them
to set down their traditions in a way peculiar to them-
selves. Even the Indians have their records, however, though
resorting to the use of natural signs and a species of hiero-
glyphics, in lieu of the more artistic process of using words
and letters in a systematized written language. The Bible,
too, was a beok of whiech 211 had heard more or less, though

not one of those present had ever been the subject of its

1. Cooper: Oak Openings,p-262
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influence. A Christian Indian, indeed,-~ and a few of
those were to be found even at that day,——would hardly
- have attended a council convened for the objects which

had caused this to be convened. Still, a strong but

regulated curiosity existed to see and touch and examine

the great medicine-book of the pale-faces. There was a

good deal of superstition blended with the Indian manner

of regarding the sacred volume, some present having their

doubts about touching it, even while most excited by

admiration and a desire to prove its secrets."l

Peter summoned the courage to take the little volumé when
it was extended to him but "it was the first time the wary chief
‘had ever suffered that mystérious book to touch him."2 From
the fact that all of the pale-faces, including the dfunkards at
the garrison, "seemed"” to reverence this book he had thought it
might contain the elements of their of their power. Not knowing
what its virtues were, his imagination readily suggested the
worse and even though he pretended indifference to this simple
act, a heavier draft had never been made on his courage. He
“thought, since it was the great "medicine-book of the pale;faces,"
some evil might result from a redman's handling it. When this
did not happen, a smile of grim satisfaction passed over his
swarthy countenance, and he considered his escape the greater
reason why the tradition was not true.

Another serious objection to the theory was thet Peter had
heard from one of the pale-faces that Jews were not respected
by them. Besides, if these Jews were pale-faces, then Indians
could not be Jews, hecause Indians were and always had been red-
skins.

1., Cooper: Osk Openings, p-265
2, 1Ibid: p-265
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They could not understand Amen's explanation, in the course
of the discussion, that the white race in coming to this country
was lead by the hand of God, and had no choice in the magtter,
They (the Indians) always knew where they were going; even their
squaws and papooses knew that. TWhen they went to steal game
from the enemy, which was sometimes right,--if it was right to
take the enemy's scalp it was right to get his deer and buffalo,
too, ---they knew what they were doing, else they would be unfit
to go at large or to sit in council. They had not heard before
that the pale-faces were so weak, and had such feeble minds, too,
that they do not know where they go.

However firmly Amen might have believed this theory, at the
end of the discussion, the Indians were unconvinced. They still
believed that they were "redmen and Indians" and not "pale-faces
and lost," both of which-they considered diégraceful;* the former,
because of their race pride and hatred of the whites; the latter,

because an Indian prides himself on being able to follow a trail

or path.
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OF A NATION

The last two councils which have been discussed have been
peculiar in that in each some one chief had a personsal enﬁ in
view, and was attempting to mold opinion in a way entirely to
meet his own wishes. This is not true of the council we are
considering next,‘for it was presided over by an impartial
Judze whose sole aim was to mete out justice tq those concerned.
It is a council of the nation of the Delawares, found in "The
iast of the lMohicans". The circumstances which lead up to it
are rather intricate.

Cora and Alice munroe, deughters of a revolutionary colonel,
had been taken prisoners by Magua, a malignant Huron chief of
suspicious éharaeter, even in his own tribe. He had become ob-
scessed with the idea of revenging an injury, inflicted upon
himself by their father, on the daughter, Cora, by making her
his squaw. In order to separate his prisoners he had left Cora
with the Delawares for safe-keeping, a custom of common ocour-
rence among allied tribes--and had secured Alice in his own tribe.
Uncas, Leatherstocking, and Heyward, a suitor of Alige, had con-
trived the rescue of the latter from the Hhrons, and, in their
flight, had taken refuge with the Delawares, who, agcording to
Indian custom of treating‘strangers coming in amity, had given
them welcome. uagua followed, and by his cunning, led the Dela-
wares to believe that they were shielding an enemy in Leather-
Stocking, or La Longue Carzsbine, &s he was called by the ﬁhrons;

and later demanded all of these strangers as prisoners.
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At first, the most distinguished chiefs took council as to

what was best to do in this matter, touching both their safety
and honor. Their conference was short and was followed by an‘
announcement that a solemn and formal assemblage of the nation
would be held to settle the gquestion. Such meetings were rare
and only called on occasions of the last importance. The whole
encampment became agitated. It might have been half an hour
before each individual including even the women and children,
and exceeding somevwhat one thousand souls, was in'this place.

A deiay longer than usual had taken rlace, but not even a
child showed impatience. At length, the great patriarch of’the
tribe appeared and the whole nation arose as if by common im-
pulse, while the name "Tamenund" was whispered around the circle.
The fame of this wise and Jjust Delaware had been wide-sbread,
but could not exceed the affection and reverence with which he

was held among his own people.

"After a suitable and decent pause the principal chiefs arose,
and, approaching the patriarch, they placed his hands
reverently on their heads, seeming to entreat a blessing.

The younger men were content with touching his robe, or even
drawing nigh his person, in order to breathe in the atmos-
phere of one so aged, so just and so valiant. None but the
most distinguished of the youthful warriors even presumed so
far as to perform the latter ceremony; the great mass of the
multitude deeming it sufficient happiness to %ook upon &
form so deeply venerated and so well beloved. 1

After a short delay, the individuals who had caused all of
these solemn preparations, were brought toward the seat of judg-
ment. Under circumstances of this nature, the oldest and most

experienced men of the tribe_lay the subject before the people,

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-328
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rather than the precocious and embitious orators. This being
done, the Huron was called on to declare his object. The
wily Huron made a most elogquent speech that was destined to
win the sympathies of his listeners. The first part consis-
ted of a virile attack upon the pale-faces; the latter, of un-
stinted praise of the Delawares. Tamenund seemed zlmost list-
less until his own nation was mentioned. He then made an
effort to rise, and was assisted to his feet by his supporters.
At the close of the speech he asked:
"Who calls upon the children of the Lenope? .iieiieeereean
"It is a Wyandot" said llagua, stepping nigher to the rude
platform on which the other stood; "a friend of Tamenund."”
"Afriend.'!. ® 8 8 3 9 * 0 8 & % @ s s b s s 8 s e LI R I T I R R B 2 B ] ® 5 " s 8
"What brings a Huron here?®"

"Justice. His prisoners are with his brothers and he
comes for his own."

"Temenund turned his head toward one of his supporters and

listened to the short explanation the man gave. Then

facing the applicant, he regarded him a moment with deep

attention; after which he said, in a low and reluctant

voice: g

"Justice is the law of the grest Manitvo (Great Spirit).

My children, give the stranger food. Then Huron take

thine own and depart.”l

After delivering this scolemn judgment, the sage seated
himself and closed his eves. No Delawsre dared opvose such a
decree. Leatherstocking and Heyward were bound and Magne was
preparing to leave with his prisoners when Cora begzed for
mercy at the feet of the judge. A dramatic appeal followed,
but to no avail. Tamenund interpreted her objections as the
natural repulsions of a pale-face for members of his race, and

saw no reason for changing his decision.

1. The Last of the llohicans, p-338
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Unable to effedﬁ her purposé she reminded the sage that
one captive had not been brought end asked thaet he might spe&ak
before the Huronrwas ailowed'to lea&e in triumph. 7

"Observing Tamenund tc look about him doubtingly, one of

his compeanions said: ‘

"It is a snake--a red-skin in the pav of the Yengeese.

e keep him for the torture.”

“Let him come,”’ returned the sage. 1

Until this time;AUneas had not appeared on the scene, so
deadly had been the influence of Magna., 411 eyes now bent in
secret admiration on tﬂe'erect, agile, and faultless person
of the captive. ¥When Questioned, his claim of kinship with
the Delaweres was met with scorn. Not even Yamenund believed
thet a 3elawarefwould vecome a traitor, as Uncas wss thought
to be; but the voice of theklatter>afterwards convinced him B
that he did belong to their nation. It was then that Tamenund
rebuked the lad for deserting his tribe in times of peril, and
because the law of the Manitto must be just, he sorrowfully
turned this youth of their own tribe over to the people with
the admonition to deal justly by him. |

After the last gsyllable of this sentence was delivered,

a yell of vengeance burst from the lips of the nation. MNean-
while & chief proclaimed in & hizh voice that the eaptiverwas
condemned to endure the dreadful torture of trial by fire.
With a single effort, a young tormenter tore the huﬁting—shirt.
from the lad; and, he was about to be lead to the stake, when

there came into view the figure of a small tortoise beautifully

tattoed on the breast of the captive in a bright blue tint.

1., The Last of the Mohicans, p-342
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All around him stood gazing in frozen amazement, for this
totem indicated that he was the son of ChingachgooK, the
last surviving member of the tribe that was the parent-stock
of the Delaware nation. '
Tamenund's soliloguy at this point is eloguent, befit-
ting a great sage who reminisces. Uncas replied in tones no
less lofty, explaining the policy of his family and the hopes
he held of restoring their nation to its former’grandeur under
the rising sun vhen the great lanitto should be ready. The
whole nation received him with &1l the respect that supersti-
tion could lend to the finding Qf a lost and revered leader.
Uncas, then, looking around him, perceived his friend Léatherw
gtocking in bonds. He made eagerly towards him, and, cutting
his throngs with his own knife, led him to the feet of the

patriarch.

"Father,™ he said, "look at this pale-face; a just man,
and the friend of the Delawares. '

"Is he @ son of Minquon?" (meaning ¥W#m., Penn, whose fair
deal%ngs with the Indians caused him to be revered by
them ‘

"Not so; a warrior known to the Yengeese, and feared by
the lagnas." "

"What name has he gained by his deeds? ‘
"We call him Hawkeye," Uncas replied using the Delawere
phrase; "for his sight never fails. The Mingoes know
him better by the death he %ives their warriors: with

them he is "The Long Rifle. _

"La Longue Carabine! exclaimed Tamegund opening his eyes,
and regarding the scout sternly. My son has not done
well to call him friend.”

"I call him so who proves himself such," returned the
voug chief, with great calmness, but with a steady
mien. "If Uncas is welcome among his the Delawzres,
then is Hawkeye with his friends........cevevoes 1"

Leatherstocking then spoke for himself and won the admir-

ation of those who had been led to believe him an enemy. By

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-347-8
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requést of Tamenund, Uncas explained thet the Huron had a con-
queror's right over Cora, only. Those who had escaped from
his tribe were according to their law, no longer under his
"Jurisdiction. The Delawares were reluctant to admit the justice
of even this claim to one who had dealt with them so falsely.
Begides, it was evident that Uncas was grieved, for he had
turned his face away in sorrow. When lagna expressed the wish
to make Cora his wife, Tamenund, on learning that he was a great
chief, thought that should appease the young woman; but seeing
her unwillingness, he offered the wampum in amity. Magna would
not consent, so bent was he on getting his vietim. 4t length
the sage decreed:

"Phen depert with thine omx. The Great Manitto forbids

that a Delaware should be un%ust..........‘......‘

"Mighty ruler of Providence.  exclaimed Heyward, clasping

his hands together in agony, "can this be suffered? o

you, Jjust Tamenund, I appeal for mercy.

"The words of the Delaware are szid,” returned the sage,

closing his eyes and dropping back into his secat, alike

wearied with his mentzl and his bodily exertions. 'lMen
speek not twice."l :

1. Coaper: The Last of the Miohiczns, p-350
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Other Councils

0f the many other councils held throughout these novels,
three déserve mention: a second that was held on the prairie
in connection with Onoah'’s project; one which is held in "The
Redskins"; and one in "The Wept-of- Wish-ton-Wish." In the
first, there is a clash of personalities., A chief lead solely
by a desiie to oppose the great Onoah points out inconsistencies
in the decisions of the latter, and sharply satirizes him for
not revealing the name of his tribe. Onoah retaliates, but
finally gives iﬁ with the grace of a diplomat. The second is
& council of ceremony held to pay tribute to a renowned old
Indian, who has taken up his abode among his pale-face friends.
A body of chiefs come fifty miles out of their wgy to see him.
The last is a councilhcalled to ascertain whether a pale-face
girl adopted into their tribe was the one being sought by a

stranger, who had come among them. The council is marked by its

open and fair dealings.



THE WARRIOR

Number, Rank

Next t0 the chiefs in rank among the Indians comes the
warrior, This is the largest class and ineludes practically
all of the men., We have seen that the majority of the chiefs
were noted warriors, so that a discussion of this olass will
be, in part, a continued discussion of the shiefs. It will
also eoncern the hunter, who ranks sesond to the warrior. In-
asmuch as an Indian generally beoomes skilled in hnnting be-
fore he goes on the warpath, an acsount of the hunter logical-

ly precedes that of the warrior.

THE HUNTER
Relationship to Warrior

Little space is devoted to the ocoupation of hunting in
these novels, although enough is given concerning it for the
reader to get a rather clear idea of the duties connected with
it, and of the Indian's attitude towards it. The rank of the
hunter is more fully explained in the passage which follows:

"Next to the warpath, the hunting-ground is the great
field of an Indian's glory, deeds and facts so far
eclipsing purely intelleotual qualities with savages
as to throw oratory, though much esteemed by them,
quite into the shade. In all this we find the same
propensity among ourselves. The common mind, ever
subject to these impulses, looks rather to such ex-
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- ploits as address themselves to the senses and the im-
agination, than to thme qualities which the reason

alone can best appreciate, and in this, ignorance
asserts its negative power over conditions of life."l

His Attitude and Work

One of the warriors in Cooper's novels follows the occu~
pation of hunting over a period of'time. He assumed the re-
sponsibility of supplying the members of his party, who con-
sisted of a chief, three white men, and two white women with
such means of sustenance as could be found in the forest and
streams. He did not consider this duty sport, but took the
responsibility seriously, and at all times manifested the care
of an experienced and faithful provider. He was usually out
hunting from the rising to the setting of the sun, and, in
this way, kept the larder as well supplied as comported with
the warmth of the weather. TWhen he came from the hunt he would
generally lie down and take a rest;

Once when surprised was expressed that he had returned 80
soon since so many of his people were known to be in the forest,

he replied:

"No want to eat den, eh? How you all eat if hunter don't
do he duty? S'pose squaw don't cook vittles, you no like
it, eh? Juss so wid hunter--no kill vittles, don't like

it nudder.”2 —

The Chippewa never betrayed exultation at the success of
his exertions. He would bring in venison, wild ducks, prairie
fowls, trout, bear's meat, wild pigeons, fish, game, birds,

and game of other varieties as luck favored him. One day, as

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-422
2. Ibid, p-2k82
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the young women received his game, che saidi

"Thank you, Pigeonswing”... . .."No pale-face could be &
better provider, and many &re not one half as good.”

"#¥hat provider mean, eh?" demanged the llteral-mlnded
savage. "Mean good, mean bad, eh?

"Oh, it means good of course. I could say nothing
agzinst a hunter who ta&es so good care of us all.’

"What he mesn, den?"

"It means a man who keeps his wife and children well sup-
plied with food.”

"You get ‘nough, eh?"

"I zet enough, Pigeonswing, thanks to your industry, such
as it is. Injin diet, however, is not always the best for
Christien folk, though a body may live on it. I mics many
things out here in the Opepings, to which I've been used all
the early part of my life.

"What squew miss, eh? <£'raps Injin find hing sometime.”

"I -thank you, Pigeonswing, with 211 my heart, and am jJjust
as grateful for your zood intentions as I should be wes you
to d.o all Vou‘vlbh.‘ * 2 s % & 0 £ ¢ B Bt £ b & B2 5 E 8 BB e s
But you cen never find the food of a pale-face kitchen out
here in these Openings of hlehivan..................... 1

The Chippewa, on being asked if he were going to attend

a council that was held in the Openings replied:

"Don't know........Hunter nebber tell. Chief want veni-
son, and he must hunt. Just like squaw in pale-face wig-
wam...wWork, work--sweep, sSweep--Ccoo0k, oook-»gebber know
when work done. So hunter hunt--hunt--hunt. 2

Hunters used the bow and arrow, the knife, and the rifle.

Several references are made in "The Pioneers' to the Indian
custom of killing just the amount of game that was needed for
food, as contrasted with the white man's reckless hunting for
sport. When a deer or other large animal was killed, the

hunter would "skin 'em, cut 'em up, hang 'em on tree, wWhere wolf
can't get 'em." Others would assist in bringing it in. Often

the game was floated down a stream on a raft of logs, and towed

1. OQCooper: Oak Openings, p-351-2
2. Ibid; p-225
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into port when it srrived. It was considered a disgrace for
& squaw to have to beg food for herself and papooses, but it
is very obvious that when its supply depended so 1a:gely on
the skill, industry, and good fortune of the hunter, it was
often lacking in many wigwams. References to Indian skill in
fishing are freguently made in "lhe Pioneers", and to his

great efficiency in handling the canoe in most of the novels.
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Eating and Prinking 4mong Indians

An allusion has been made to the meagreness of Indian dieﬁ.
Its principal, and frequently sole, item, when on the warpath,
was meat. We are told that the women tended gardens, so that
they must have had vegetables =8 well as the berries and fruits
of the forest and fields, during certain seasons. Mention is
made of succotash being served in the wigwam. Pathfinder says:

" ...... & red-skin never repines, but is always thankful

for the food he gets, whether it be fat or lean, venison

or bear, wild-turkey's breast or wild-zoose's wing,"l

In the course of these novels several meals are eaten on
the warpath by Indians at convenient times and places. One
consisted of a platter of venison stesks, which serve@ for the
common use. "The Indians were silent and industrious, the
appetite of the aboriginal Americans for venison being seem-
ingly unappeasible,"?2

On another occasion the frugal menu consisted only of'fried
bear's meat. One Indian guide made a meal of parched corn,
which he carried in his wallet. <4 fowth instance is given when
choice parts of a stag were eaten raw. ‘he fact that one in-
dividual did not eat is commented upon,--abstinence in an Indian.'
whén he possesses means of satisfying his hunger being so unusual.
The eating of raw meat, when hunger wes keen and cooking incon-
venient, seems not to habe been an unusual custom. <he Leather-
stocking refers to an incident when he was too weak énd too raven-
ous to stop for the flesh of a deer he had killed, but drank the
blood, while the Indians ate the flesh,

1. Cooper: Pathfinder, p-124
2. Ibid: p-23
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Eating for the Indian was a business and not a soclal

affair. Of the Chippewa Cooper says*

1.

"eee.s..the Indian seldom did two things at the same time.
This was the hour for acting; when that for talking should
arrive, he would be found equal to its duties. Pigeonswing
could either abstain from food, or could indulge in it
without measure, just as occasion offered. He had often
gone for days without tasting a mouthful, with the excep-
tion of a few berries, perhaps; and he had lain about the
camp-fire a week at a time, gorging himself with venison,
like an anaconda. It is perhaps fortunate for the &4merican
Indian that this particular quality of food is so very easy
of digestion, since his excesses on it are notorious, and’
so common to his habits as almost to belong to his nature.
Death might otherwise often be the consequence."l

Cooper: Oak Openings, p-l146-7
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Drinking
It has already been mentioned that the chiefs regretted
the presence of fire-water among their people, and good reason
had they for doing so, inasmuch as we are told that the denizl
of the beverage was extraordinary in an Indian.
When the Upright Onandago was asked why two or three ship-
fuls of white men had become strong enough to drive back from
the sea all the red warriors, and become masters of the land,

he answered:

"Cause he bring fire-water wid him, and redman big fool
to drink. 1

One need only read the amusing incidents connected with
whiskey in "Oak Openings" to get an idea of how much the Indians
loved the beverage. They came upon a spot Where whiskey had
been spilled. Their regrets at the accident, for accidént it
must have been, "their movements, gestures, and genuflections”
all proved how much concerned they were. ( “hapter VIII)

The author explains:

"Whiskey has unfortunately obtained a power over the red-
men of this continent that it would reguire many Father
Matthews to suppress, and which can only be likened to
that which is supposed to belong to the influence of
witcheraft. The Indian is quite as sensible as the white
men of the mischief that the "fire-water" produces; but,
like the white man, he finds how hard it is to get rid

of a master passion, vhen we have once submitted ourselves
to its sway."2

The warriors gener&lly abstained from the use of the bever-

age on the warpath, but one instance is given in the "Pathfinder"

when the besiegers were under the influence of the liquor. Une

who has any conception of the ordinary behavior of the Indian

1. 0Osk Openings, p-112-13
2. Ibid, p-117



- 47 -

when his thirst for blood is aroused, canvvery reédily imagine
what a grusome effect such a stimulant would produce on him in
battle; hence, we shall pass over the incident.

The drunken debauchery of Indian John in "¥he Pioneers"
end his subseguent shame are pathetic indeed, especially when‘
we recall that he is none other than the admirable friend of
The Leatherstocking in the series.

At a shooting match, John is asked to take the first shot
at a turkey since the other competitors were somewhat nervous
because of their over-anxiety; while an Indian is never troublsﬁ
by such feelings, and can shoot as well at one time as another.

"The Indian turned his head gloomily, and after looking
keenly for a moment, in profound silence, at his companion,
replied:

"When John was young, eyesight was not straighter than a
bullet. The Mingo squaws cried out at the sound of his
rifle. The Mingo warriors were made squaws. When did he
ever shoot twice? The eagle went above the clouds when
he passed the wigwam of Chingachgooh; his feathers were
plenty with the women. But see, he said, raising his voice
from the low mournful tones in which he had spoken to & pitch
of keen excitement, &znd stretching farth both hands, they
shake like a deer at the wolf's howl. Is John 0ld? VWhen
was a llohicen & squaw with seventy winters? Tol! the white
man brings old age with him--rum is his tomahawk.

"Yhy then do you use it, o0ld men?" exclaimed the young
hunter; "why will one, s0 noole hy natuze aid the devices
of the devil by makino himself a beast$"

"Begst! is John a beast®™ replied the Indian slowly;
"yes:; yvou s&y no lie, child of the fire-water! John is a
beast.
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ves, yes--you say no lie, young Eagle; John is a Christian
beast."l

1. The Pioneers: p-178-9
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Habits and Traits of Warriors

We now return to the populer warrior class. There are
certain traits that eveiy Indian warrior of any‘significance
possésses. It is generally known that an Indian is not
servile. He will not work in the ordinary meaning of the
term, for he considers that beneath his dignity. He is ad-
verse to toil in any form and will seldom condescent to carry
burdens, which is regarded as a women's work &and degrading to
a warrior. To have to make baskets and brooms in old age 1is
to him deplorable. A chief will frequently consent to carry
game, for, as has been stated,in hunting all Indians take
pride.

When the warrjior is not on duty he maintains & dignified
idleness. ".......€8ting and sleeping are very customary occu-
pations of his race, when not engaged in some'hunt, or on the
warpath, or as a runner."l He summons "terrible energies when
energy is required, but is fregquently listless when not pressed
upon by necessity, plessure, war, or interest.”"2 1o be sure
his mode of life necessitates thet he must always he ready to
endure hardships or to sacrifice his life for ihe safety or
‘honor of his tribe.

An Indian on the warpath has many of the qualities of the
stoic, He is Qequally ready to eat or to fast; his powers'of
endurance both ways, most especially when the food is-game,

amounting to something wonderful."3

1. The Chainbearer, p-312
z., Ibid; p~3l6
3., Cooper: Satanstoe, p-418



Neither does he seem to know fatigue or pain§ his habits of
self-command being so severe as to enable him to conceal
his sufferings in these‘hardships as well as in most others.
In the words of our author, it requires "nothing less than
& thunderbolt™ to disturd his composure, once he has ag-
sumed such an attitude. He manifests no surprise; is too
well schooled to betray alarm; and, creature of passion as
he is, he gseldom gives way to sudden and foolish anger. He
awaits the result of danger with calmness and fortitude,
for he is "no woman to ery out like a child.”™ In "The Last
of the Mohicans", in spite of the nearness of Uncas and
Chingachgooh to danger, no perceptible emotion could be dis-
covered in their countenances--their rigid features ex-
pressed neither hope nor alarm. When the danger abated for
a few moments, ﬁhe father and son "cast calm but inquiring
glances at each other, to learn if either had sustained any
injury by the fire; for both well knew that no ery or excla-
mation would, in such a moment of neocessity, have been per-
mitted to betray the accident.”
"A few large drops of blood were trickling down the
shoulders of the sagamore, who, when he perceived that
the eye of Uncas dwelt too long on the sight, raised
some water in the hollow of his hand, and, washing off
the stain, was content to manifest, in this simple
manner, the slightness of the injury."l
In "Deerslayer" a savage is startled by his sudden dis~

covery of the danger he ran. He acts consumately with easy

1. Cooper: The Last of the lMohicans, p=-233
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and self-possession, but, "the volocano that raged within,
caused his nostrils to dilate, like those of some wild beast
that is suddenly prevented from taking the fatsl leap."l

This habitual self-contrel over his emotions is not
easily thrown off. A sudden appearance of an enemy, something
strange, or particularly beautiful to him, may produce a
recognition or slight exelamation, but not for long. An order
to4be released from the stake is met with the same inditfer-
ence as that to be boung‘to it. 1In fact, we shall see that
“there is no more oertain mode of securing his respect than by
imitating his self-command.

It is also in conformity with his habits for him to
maintain silence whenever any unusual events awsken feelings
in others. 1In fact, the warrior, when on duty or among stran-
gers, is silent and reserved most of the time, either in-
keeping with his dignity and gravity, or merely out of pru-
dence or both. Cooper remarks, on several occasions, that he
seldom laughs; his words are few and pointed, and seldom will
he express himself in English, or in the enemy's tongue, if
it can be avoided.

Talkers are called "old women."

", esssthe redman regards the indulgence of a too sager

ocuriosity as womanish, and unworthy of the self-command
and dignity of a warrior."2 :
In "Oak Openings" the Chippewa $ells his white friend in

the following broken English:

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-123
2. Redskins, p=-291
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"Mustn't be squaw, and ask too many questionS.......
mustn't be squaw, Bourdon--bad for warrior be squaw.
Always bess be men, and patient, like man."l

In the words of the author:

"An American Indian does possess this merit of adopting
his deportment to his circumstances. When engaged in war,
he ususally prepares himself in the coolest and wisest
manner to meet its struggles, indulging only in moments of
leisure and comparative security. It is true that the
march of civilization is fast changing the redman's char-
acter, and he is very apt now to do that which he sees done
by the "Christizns” around him." 2 :

1, Cooper: Osk Openings, p~-420-1
2. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-110
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- His Appearance

It is natural that physical excellence would be highly
prized by a people who lead such active lives. This they
develop along with a native grace and dignity éf carriage
that accompany such perfection. Their mode of life and free-
dom from toil keep them erect and active far into old age.

Cooper has given us numerous portraits of the Indian
Warrior under varying circumstances which leave no doubt as

to his appearance, dress and general bearing. The following

. Tawnee
description is that of a youngéchief taken from "The Prairie™:

"The Indian in gquestion was in every particular a war-
rior of fine stature and admirable proportions. As he cast
eéside his mask, composed of such party-colored leaves &as
he had hurriedly collected, his countenance appeared in all
the gravity, the dignity, and it may be added, in the
terror of his profession. The outlines of his lineaments
were strikingly noble, and nearly approaching to Roman,
though the secondary features of his face were slightly
marked with the well-known traces of his Asiatic origin.

The peculiar tint of the skin, which in itself is so well
designed to aid the effect of martial expression, had re-
ceived an additional aspect of wild ferocity from the colors
of the war-paint. 3But, as if he disdained the usual arti-
fices of his people, he bore none of those strange and hor-
rid devices with which the children of the forest are accus-
tomed, like the more civilized heroes of the mustache, to
back their reputation for courage, contenting himself with

a broad and ds2ep shadowing of black, that served as a suffi-
cient and an admirable foil to the brighter gleamings of

his native swarthiness. His head was as usual shaved to the
crown, where a large and gallant scalp-lock seemed to chal-
lenge the grasp of his enemies. The ornaments that were
ordinarily pendant from the cartilages of his ears had been
removed, on accomt of his present pursuit. His body, not-
withstending the lateness of the season, was nearly naked,
and the portion which was clad, bore a vestment no warmer
than a light robe of the finest dressed deer-skin, beauti-
fully stained with a rude design of some daring exploit,

end which was carelessly worn, as if more in pride than from
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any unmaenly regard for comfort. His leggings were of a
bright scarlet cloth, the only evidence about his person
that he had held communion with the traders of the pale-
faces, But as if to furnish some offset to this soli-
tary submission fo a womanish vanity, they were fearfully
fringed, from the gartered knee to the bottom of the moec-
casin with the hair of human scalps. He leaned lightly
with one hand on a hickory bow, while the other rather
touched than sought support from the long, delicate handle
of an ashen lance. A quiver made of the congap-skin, from
which the tail of the animal depended, as a characteristic
ornament, was slung at his back; and a shield of hides,
quaintly emblazoned with another of his warlike deeds, was
suspended from his neck by a thong of sinews.

"As the trapper approached, this warrior maintained his
calm, upright attitude, discovering neither an eagerness
to ascertain the character of those who advanced upon him,
nor the smallest wish to avoid a serutiny in his own person.
An eye that was darker and more shining than that of the
stag was incessantly glancing, however, from one to another
of the stranger party, seemingly never knowing rest for an
instant.”1 ,

Below is a description of a "bad"and inferior warrior

who is taken prisoner:

"The. Indian was one of those dark and malignant-looking
savages that possess most of the sinister properties of
their condition, with few or none of the redeeming gqualities.
His eye wazs lowering and distrustful, bespeaking equally
apprehension and revenge; his form of that middling degree
of perfection which leaves as little to admire as to con-
demm, and his attire such as denoted him one who might be
ranked among the warriors of the secondary class. Still,
in the composure of his mien, the tranquility of his step,
and the self-possession of all his movements, he displayed
that high bearing his people rarely fail to exhibit, ere
too much intercourse with the whites begin to &estroy thelr
distinctive traits." 2

The military leaders were generally men of large and com-
manding statures and could be distinguished from the other by

their fine appearance, generally, and by their lofty bearing.

1. Cooper; The Prairie, p-205-6
2. Cooper; Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p-363
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All of the warriors went to the battle with naked limbs and
-nearly uncovered bodies, and carried the rifle, the bright,
well-scoured tomahawk, the sheathed knife, the horn, and
bullet-pouch. The spear, quiver, and shield of hides were

: 4y some Jribes.

also carried at times\ The usual attire of an Indian is:

the leggings, moccasin, breech-piece, blanket or calico shirt,
according to the season. Ornaments and paint are used on
special occasions--the kind and manner of using these being
peculiar to each tribe, so that an experienced person can de-
termine the tribe to which an Indian belongs from these par-
ticular devices.

The warrior, in moments of inactivity, is characterized
by a peculiar repose into which he invariably falls. The
fierceness of his countenance seems to slumber, and in its
place there is a quiet, vacant composure; but occasional
gleams that pass over his visage are indicative of how easily
his passions and facilities may be aroused out of their leath-
ary.

‘:‘3 One must not forget, however, that in spite of their
cold, fierce, and unnatural bearing when on the warpath, they
are very human. What Pathfinder says of Chingachgook may
generally be steted of all the rest:

"There is a soul and a heart under thet redskin, rely on

it; although they are a soul and a heart with gifts dif-
ferent from our own." 1

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p-75
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Moral and Social Values Among Indians

Any appreciation of their behavior in warfare must be pre-
ceded by a khowledge of what constitutes their code of morals
and values in life. These understood, their behavior becomes

plausible, if not excusable.

Indian Courtesy

No other single phase of Indisn behavior is alluded to,
in these novels, more than the seemingly innate courtesy of
the redman. One character says that the Indian is rarely
guilty of'any act of rudeness unless he really means to play
the b»ute in good earnest. 1In fact he generally appéars to
be a model of propriety and polite behavior when passion or
policy Hoes not thrust in new and sudden principles of action,
He does not pry into the affairs of others, but maintains at
all times a delicacy and reserve. Leatherstocking says:

"The Sarpent, here, would turn his head aside, if he
found himself onknowingly lookin' into another chief's
wigwam; whereas, in the settlements, while all pretend
to be great people, most prove they 've got betters, by
the manner in which they talk of their consarns. I'll
be bound, Judith, you wouldn't get the Sarpent, there,
to confess there was another in the tribe so much
greater than himself, as to become the subject of his
ideas, and to employ his tongue in conversation about
his movements, and ways, and food, and all the other
little ways that occupy a man when he's not empl'y'd
in his great duties.”l

Strengers among them are left to follow their own habits

and customs as they see fit. 4An Indisn will take no part in
a discourse between others, unless he is directly appealed to.
He will not interrupt the speech of others. He will listen

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-233
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with profound and respectful attention, even when he doesn't
agree with or understand what is being said. An instance of

this is given in "The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish":

"Philip (Metacom) listened with the high courtesy of an
Indian prince. Unintelligible as was the meaning of the
speaker, his countenance betrayed no glimmerings of im-
patience, his 1lip no smile of ridicule. On the contrary,
a noble and lofty gravity reigned in every feature, and
as ignorant as he was of what the other wished to say,
his attentive eye and bending head expressed every wish
to comprehend."l

In "Redskins", an Indian comes to o0ld Jaaf, a Negro, who
is present at a council, for the pipe which he had been per~
mitted to smoke. Jaaf would not give it up, and grumbled many
uncouth things in his ignorance of, and lack of sympathy with

Indian customs.

"Although it is probable that Prairie-fire (the Indian
Chief) did not understend one-half of the Negro's words,
he comprehended his wish to finish the tobacco before he
relinquished the pipe. This was against all rule, and a
species of slight on Indian usages, but the redman over-
looked 211, with the courtesy of one trained in high
soclety, and walked away as composedly as if everything
were right. In these particulars the high breeding of
an Indian is always apparent. No one ever sees in his
deportment a shrug, or a half-concealed smile, or a look
of intelligence; a wink or a nod, or any other of that
class of signs, or communications, which it is usually
deemed underlined to resort to in compeany. In all things,
he is dignified and guiet, whether it be the effect of
coldness, or the result of character."™ 2

"Saucy Nick"™ in "Wyandotte™ was a gentleman of the forest
in spite of his numerous failings, and though he had pene-
trated Maud's secret leve for Bob, he had too much consider-
ation to make a woman's affectlons the subject of his coarse-

ness and merriment.

"Had Nick been a pale-face, of the class of those with
whom he usually associzted, his discovery would have gone

1. Cooper: The Wept of Wish -~ ton-Wish, p-376
2. Cooper: Redskins, p-452
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through the settlement with scoffings and exaggerations;.....
The secret of Maud would not have been more seacred with her
om brother, ..... .than it would with Saucy Nick." 1

1. Cooper: Wyandotte, p-309-10
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The Indian and Truth

Numerous references are made to the sacredness of an
Indian's word. Needless to say, he practices all manner of
cunning and deceit with the ememy in order to elude, capture,
or kill, according to his purpose. Treachery, cunning, and
"eircumvention" are considered virtues on the warpath. In
thg words of one of their own,".......Injun knows how to look
two way.....warrior must, if great warrior."l

But he will "do what he say" in amity, if it is at all
possible. When an Indian sincerely allies'himself with any
cause, he bends all of his energies in its behalf; there are
no sacrifices too great for him to make. "The Last of the
Mohicans" is almost wholly a story of the hazardous risks
Uncas and his fathei, together with the scout, make in behalf
of the daughters of Munro whom they were befriending against
their enemy, the Hurons. Hard-Heart allied himself with a
party of whites ageinst his enemy, the Tetons, and stood by
them &t the risk of his life. VWhen the Chippewa, who was en-
gaged as a runner for the Americans in one of the colonial
wars was captured by the enemy, he chewed the paper on which
the messaze was written "like so much 'bacey™, in order that

the secret would not be revealed.

1.Cooper: Wysndotte, p-41l=
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His Treaditions

When eommenting on the close scrutiny a body of Indian
chiefs were bestowing on a scene where an important battle
was fought, & character in "Redskins" explains that they were
checking the actual surroundings of the place with the tra-
ditions thet they had heard of it. He makes the statement
that their traditions are surprisingly true and accurate.
Cooper implies that an Indian tredition is usually more accu-
rate than & white man's written history. He is evidently
alluding to the fact that authors do not hesitate to abridge,
or color their histories in accordance with a particular policy
or view of a question,'while an Indian strives to hand down
the true facts according to his beliefs. Nevertheless, they
exaggerate the role playved by themselves. The author refers
to their boastfulness in this respect in the following con-
versation between Deerslayer snd a companion:

M. ceeesttwould warm the heart within vou to sit in
their lodges of a winter's night, and listen to the tra-
ditions of the ancient greatness and power of the Liohicans!™

" e.e...if & man believed all that other people choose
to say in their own favor, he might get an oversized o-
pinion of them, and an undersized opinion of himself. These
redskins are notable boasters, and I set down more than
half of their tradition as pure talk.” |

"There is truth in what you say I'll not deny it, for I've
seen it and believe it. They do boast, but then thst is a
gift from nature; and it's sinful to withstand nat'ral gifts."l

The part that tradition plays in the lives of the redmen

is brought out perticularly in "0ak Openings”when the question

1. Cooper: Deerslayver, p-31



.of their origin is discussed. One Indian remarks:

"When we have learned haw to take game, and how to keep
the wigwam fitted, then we may learn traditions. Traditions
tell us of our fathers. TWe have many traditions. JSome are
talked of even to the squaws. JSome are told around the '
fires of the tribe. Some are known only to the gged chiefs.
Thig is right, too. Injuns ought not to say too much, nor
too little. They should say what is wise, what is hest...."l

The author tells us that it is said that Indians have tra-
ditions which are communicated only to a favorite few, and which

by them have been transmitted from generation to generation.

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-273
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His Admiration of Bravery

The Indisn's great admiration of bravery, and self-con-
trol places a stamp of approval on physical tortures of all
kinds. The more courageous end important the captive the .
greater the torture, by which they seek to do the victim honor.
In "Oak Openings" a soldier, who had been taken capti&e by
Indians,Akilled one chief and wounded several others. Excla-
mations of admiration succeeded this display of manhood. He
was afterwards told that he would be honored by being subjeét
to "torture by saplings.” , V

"We had rather tomment a2 bold warrior, like you, who makes

us admire him for his manliness. ¥We love our squaws, but
not in the warpath, They are best in the lodges; here we

want nothing but men. You are a man--a brave--we honor you.--

It is right to torment so great a bhrave, and we mean ta do
it. It is only just to yveu to do so. 4n 0ld warrior who
has seen so many enemies, and who has so big a heart, ought
not to be knocked in the head like a papoose or a SquUaW....
If you are fimm, we will do you honor; if you faint and
screech, our young men will laugh at you. This is the way
with Injins. They honor braves; they point the finger at
cowards."1l
It is & custom among Indians to give their prisoners pa-
role on their promise to retwrn at a stipulated time. There
is no instance of a trust having been betrayed, even when re-
turm meant death, for an Indian warrior of any character would
prefer death to the brand of a coward by his friends or foes.
To escape from one's captors wmen‘unﬁer guerd, however, is con-
gsidered commendable and honorable. Irisoners often attempt it
successfully. To bosast or act defiantly when tied to the stake
also signifies bravery, and evokes admiration. It is not un-

usual, however, for a warrior to boast in his more direct and

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-390-392-395
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useful narrative. The renowned among them never boast of their
deeds till the proper moment and occasion.

Young warriors who have reputations to acquire for their
brave deeds strive to be discreet and modest in their sugges-
tions, and often follow up their suspicions and clues alone in
dread of the ridicule and contempt that certeinly follow a
false alarm. Should hé really achieve anything, his glory would
be the greater for being unshared. 4in example is given in "The
Deerslayer" of how a young warrior met his death in such an
attempt.l The knavish Indian will often "hang upon the skirts
of the war-party to scalp the dead and go in and make their
boast among the squaws of the valiant deeds done on the pale-

2
faces." These braggarts are generally detected, however.

1. Cooperﬁ The Deerslayer, p-64
2. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p~-216
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The Indian and Friendship

Some of the most interesting pages in these novels deal

with the Indian and friendship. A review of these sections
will, no doubt convince one of the desirability of being a _
friend to the redman rather than an enemy. Léatherstocking,
on one occa&ion, says:

M eieessethe mﬁnés of heaven are not more deceitful than
these savages when the devil has fairly beset them........
Make & redskin once your friend, he is yours so long as
vou deal honestly by him."1 |

The most cutstanding example of deceitfulness given, is,

undoubtedly, that practiced by Onoah in connection with his Q
project to destroy all of the whites. By his words and actions,
his white companioné had every reason to believe that in him
they could place implicit trust, when all the time it was his
purpose to scalp the whole party after they had served his
purpose, The following conversation is between Onogh and an-
other chief named Crowsfeather:

"My father, then, intends to lead his pale-faces on a

crooked path, and take their scalps when he has done with
them," said Crowsfeather, who had been gravely listening to

Peter's plans of future proceedings; but who is to get the
scalp of the Chippewa?"

"One of my Pottawattamie young men; but not until I have
use of him., I have a medicine-priest of the palefaces and
& warrior with me, but shall not put their scalps on my pole
until they have paddled me farther. The council is to be
held in the Oak Openings,"........."and I wish to show my
prisoners to the ¢hiefs, that they may see how easy it is to’
cut off 211 the Yankees. I have now four men of that people,
and two squaws, in my power; let every redman destroyv as
meny, and the land will soon be clear of them alll”™2

When the time came, he led the simply trusting missionsary

and the soldier to the slaughter like sheep, and intended to

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-290
2. Ibid: Osgk Openings, p-180
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sacrifice all of the others, save two, who had become endeared
to him. We must not forget, however, that in doing this he
was acting according to his true convictions and to what he

considered was his duty to his race. In his own words:

"My wish is to cut off the pale-~-faces. This must be done,
or the pale~faces will cut off the Injuns. There is no
choice. One nation or the other must be destroyed. I am a
redman; my heart tells me that the pale-faces should die.
They are on strange hunting-grounds, not the redmen. They
are wrong, we are right. 3But Bourdon, I have friends among
the pale-~faces and it is not natural to scalp our friends.

I do not understand & religion *hat tells us to love our
enemies, and to do good to them that do harm to us: it is
a strange religion. I am & poor Injun snd do not know what
to think! I shall not believe that anyone do this till I
see it. I understand that we ought to love our friends.
Your squaw is my daughter. I have called her daughter: she
knows it, and my tongue is not forked like a snake's. What
it says, I mean. Now I do not mean to scalp her; my hand
shall never harm her. My wisdom shall tell her how to es-
cape from the hands of redmen who seek her scalp. You, too;
now you are her husband, and are a great medicine-man of
the bees, my hand shall not hurt you either....."1l

It seems that every treacherous deed of theirs can be paral-
lelled by deeds of trust and friendship.....a friendship of the
kind that enables them to make all memner of sacrifices, life
not excepted, for the one befriended. L warrior seems never
to forget that death is one of the contingencies of the warpath,
but this thought does not deter the brave among them, when they
' feel that death is met honorably and in a good cause.

It has heen evidenced that every acquaintance who is on good
terms with an Indian is not by him, regarded as & friend. There
must be a closer bond than this. Bona fide friendships general-

ly grow out of some favor or benefit bestowed, some mutual at-

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-365
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traction, or the like. Such is the friendship of the Chippewa
for the Bee Hunter in "Oak Openings™: of Susquesus for the '
Little _pages in "The Little page Menuseripts™; of Wyandotte
for Maud in "Wyandotte™; of Leatherstocking and Chingachgook
for each other; of Conanchet for his Puritsn friends.

To be more specific, besides the mutual attractions the
Chippewa and the Bee Hunter had for each other, and the faot
that they were allies in the war, the latter had rescued the
Indian from his enemies. That was & favor never to be for-
gotten. TWhen the Chippewa was acquainted with the plan of the
great Onosh to do away with all of the whites, the conflict of
loyalties between his race and his white friend that go on in
the breast of the well-meaning Chippewa, makes a zenuine appeal
on one's sympathy. Until he becomes convinced of the imprac-
ticality of Onoah's plan, he gives his friend humerous hints
of impending danger, but none of sufficient clarity to be effec-
tive, since Onoah ig also regafded by Bourdon as a friend.
ifterwards, he frankly tells the Bee Hunter how to determine
if Peter means to act treacherously by him. During the escape
which followed, the faithful Chippewa kept on the skirts of the .
enemy the entire time "traveling hundreds of miles and endur-
ing hunger and fatigue, besides risking his life at nearly every
step, in order to be of use to those vhom he considered him-

self pledged to serve,"l

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-455



- 66 -

When Conenchet and a friend were overtaken by enemies,
the latter urged the young chief to flee for his life, having
. himself resolved to die on the spot. Conanchet ealmly re -
plied: |

"The enemies of a chief must not say thet he led his

friend into a trap, and that when his leg wss fast he ran

away himself, 1like & lucky fox. If my brother stays to
be killed, Conanehet will be found near him."1l

In the flight that followed the friend was saved by the in-~

geniuty of‘thq‘lnéian, who hazarded and lost his own life as
a result. o 7
Susquesus allowed himself to be captured so that he might
be imprisoned with his friend in order to be able to serve
him the better.2
The- sacrifices thet Chingachgook, Uncas and Leatherstocking
made for each other are just as thrilling and beautiful. On
one oecaéion when the Leatherstocking and the chief were won-
dering where each would be on the morrow, since the former was
a captive, the sagamore said: » |
"Chingachgook will be with his friend, Deerslayer; if he
be in the land of the spirits, the great serpent (this is
the meaning of Chingachgook) will crawl at his side; if 3
beneath yonder sun, its warmth and light will fall or both.”
The death of 2 friend is invariably vindicated. ¥hen
Susquesus hears that his friend, the Chainbearer, has .been

mortally wounded he says:

"Dat bad--must take scalp to pay for dat} Ole fri'nd--
good fri'nd. Always kill murdered.” 4

Later in the story the suspected one is fatally shot and all
evidences seem to indicate that Susquesus had dealt out Indian

2, Cooper: The Chainbearer, p-z83
L. Tbid : The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p-382

2 i 2 Besialenens 25430
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justice, without hesitation or compunction.

This same kind of’loyalty or vengearice is also exercised
in behalf of the tribe. One instance is given of a soldier
who killed a chief while in captivity among Indians. This
chief had few friends.

"No one regretted him very much and some Were actually
glad of his fate. But the dignity of the conquerors must
be vindicated. It would never do far a pale-face to ob-
tain so great an advantage and not take a signal venge-
ance for his deeds." 1

Among the Indians the warpsth is always open as long as
there is a death to be revenged, especially if it is the death

of one held in great esteem.

1, Cooper: Oak Openings, p-388
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Indian Law and Justice )

The reader has already been given an insight into Indian
law and justiee in connection with the councils, presided over
by the chiefs. In this section the subject will be dealt with
more directly.

Cooper makes.clear thet if the Indian is judged according
to his own code, he will be found to be law-abiding an& Just.

Such expressions‘as the following are typioal:

"Redmen have laws zs well as pale-faces. If there is a
difference it is in keeping those 1laWS..e.vcvs toiesvseanns

".....there is an authority among redmen beyond that of
a chief, It is the redman's 1aw,"

", ......No men honor right and justice more than red-
men, though it's in their own fashion.™l

"Amongdthe American savage the rights of property are
distinetly recognized, so far as their habits and resources
extend. The hunting-grounds belong to the tribe, and oc-
casionally the field; but the wigwam and the arms and the
skins, both for use and for market, and often the horses;
and all other movebles, belong to the individual."2

These property rights are held sacred in the tribe and
between friendly tribes, but,as has been stated, they see no
wrong in stealing from the enemy. The author explains,

"Phe American Indian is seldom a thief in the ordinary
sense of the term; but he treats the property of those he
stays as his own. In this particular he does not differ
materially from the civilized soldier, I believe, plunder
being usunally considered as a legitimate benefit of war."3

- "Indian justice is stern but it is natwal justice. To
maen is ever put to the ban among redmen, unless they are
satisfied he is not fit to enjoy savage rights."4

We have two notable examples of Indians who were banned
permanently or temperarily by their tribes. One is llagna in
1. Cooper: Redskins, p-c93
2. Ibid: 0Oak Openings, p-320-1

3. 1Ibid: Satanstoe, p-415
4. Ibid: Wyandotte, %-ll?
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"Phe Last of the Mohicans"; the other, Wyandotte in the novel
by that name. Illagna is a most malignant and fiendish indivi-
dual who is always manipulating matters for his own private
ends; Wyandotte is called a "clever knave", and a "surly scound-
rel." His good gqualities were almost over-shadowed by his
treacherous and suspicious behavior.

There are two instances of Indians being stabbed or brained
on the spot for repeated cowardice or treason. In "The Last of
the liochicans" the following speech precedes such an act of

sumnary punishment.

"Reed-that -bends," said the chief, "addressing the young
culprit by name, and in his proper langusge,”" though the
Great Spirit has made you pleesant to the eyes, it would have
been better that you had not been born. Your tongue is loud
in the village, but in battle it is still. TNone of my youug
men strike the tomahawk deeper into the war-post--none of
them so lightly on the Yengeese. The enemy know the shape of
your back, but they have never seen the color of your eyes.
Three times have they called on you to come, and as often did
vou forget to amswer. Your name will never be mentioned agzin
in your tribe--it is slready forgotten.”

As the chief slowly uttered these words, pausing impres-
gively between each sentence, the culprit raised his face, in
deference to the other's rank and years. Shame, horror, and
pride struggled in his lineaments. His eye, which was con-
tracted with inward anguish, gleamed on the persons of those
whose breath was his fame; and the latter emotion for an in-
stant predominated. He arose to his feet and baring his
bosom, looked steadily on the keen glittering knife that was
already upheld by his inexorable judge. As the weapon passed
slowly into his heart, he even smiled, as if in Joy &t having
found death less dreadful than he had anticipated........"l

The other instance occurs in The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, page
380,

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-271-2
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The Principle of Revenge in Practice

With the Indian it is a species of religious principle
never to forget a benefit or to forgive an injury.

"They are taught from infancy upward, to believe it a
duty never to allow an injury to pass unrevenged; and
nothing but the stronger claims of hospitality can guard
one against their resentments when they have power."l

Throughout the novels one frequently comes &cross ex-
pressions such as "good for good, bad for bad", ™ever forget
a favor; never forgive an enemy"”, in connection with them._
The best example of this principle in action is the story of
Wvandotte.

This Indian hed been a chief in his own tribe, but had
fallen from theat high estete and lived almost wholly among
the pale-faces—with the family of one Captain Willoughby,in
particular.

The Captain had on several occasions ordered‘that Wyan-
dotte bé lashed for his misdemeanors in and arouﬁd’the
garrison. It seems that of all ill-treatments, an Indian
regards that of being flogged the most disgracefui, particu-
larly if he is a chief. In his mind the wounds never heal--
the smart continues until revenge ig taken, and that revenge
is frequently the death of the offender. |

"Nick had often meditated this treacherous deed, (Cap-
tain Willoughby's death) during the thirty years which had

elapsed between his first flogging and the present period;
but circumstances had never placed its execution Sgfely in
his power. The subsequent punishments had increased the
desire, for a few years; but time had so far wom off the
craving for revenge, that it would never have been actively
revived, perhaps, but for the unfortunate allusions of the

1.  Cooper: Ploneers,p-133
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vietim himself %o the subject. Captain Willoughby had been
an English soldier, of the school of the last century. He
was naturally a humane and just man, but he believed in the
military axiom, that 'the most flogging regiments were the
best fighting regiments’; and perhaps he was not in error,
as regards the lower English character. It was a fatal
error, however, to make in relation to en American savage;
one who had formerly exercised the functions, and who had
not lost all the feelings, of & chief., Unhappily at a
moment when everything depended on the fidelity of the
Tuscarora, the captain had bethought him of his o0ld expedi-
ent for insuring prompt obedience, «¢nd, by way of reminder,
he made an allusion to his former mode of punishment. 4s
Nick would have expressed it, "The 0ld sores smarted"™; the
wavering purpose of thirty years was suddenly and fiercely
revived", and when an opportunity came "the knife passed
into the heart of the victim, with a rapidity that left no
time for appeals to the tribunels of God's mercy."l
The Indlen's threat that no man—pale-~-fzce or Indian—
can give blow on back of Wyandotté (his name zs a chief) and
see sun set, was carried out.

At the same time that Nick was oontempiating the murder of
Captain Willoughby he remembered that Mrs. Willoughby had
nursed him back to health when he had been very sick. He was
“particularly fond of an adopted daughtér, Maud, who had done
~little favors for him, as well &s pleced great trust in him.
After stabbing Captain Willoughby he did everything possible
to lessen the shock of his death to these women of his house-
hold, all of whom had ever stood high in his friendship. He
later defended them against members of his own race, risking
his life and sustaining cuts and bruises.

This friendliness and generosity for members of the
family did not mean that he regrétted what he had done; he

was simply acting:.according to his own code or nature.

1. Cooper: TWyandotte, p-397
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"Nick walked up to the table, and gazed at the face of his
victim with a eoldness that proved he felt no compunction.
- 8till he hesitated about touching the body, actually raising
- his hand, as if with that intent, and then withdrawing 1t,
like one stung by conscience.....cecevee
", .....The hesitating gesture excepted, the strictest scru-
tiny, or the keenest suspicion, could have detected no signs
of feeling....v.vee....He believed that, in curing the sores
on his own back in this particular manner, he had done what
became a Tuscarora warrior and a chief......"1l

It was because of a flogging that Megna, a chief in "The

Last of the &ohieans“,_undertakes such dire vengeance upon
Cora, the daughtar\of his enemy. When the young woman asked
him what pleasure he would have in sharing his wigwam with =
woman he ‘did not love he answered:

"When the blows scorched the back of the Huron he would
know where to find a woman to feel the smert. The daughter
of Munro would draw his water, hoe his corn, and cook his
venison. The body of the gray-head would sleep among his
cannon, but his heart would be within reach of the knife of
Le Subtil." 2

The revenge, then, is not always taken out on the offender,

but on others dear to him, or of his race, or associates, In
*Satanstoe" a8 body of Indians murder a whole group of survey-
ors to avenge a flogging of a chief among them, by a Negro who
was connected with the surveying party. They showed their en-
mity for the offender by severdly torturing the one member of
the massaecred group belonging to his race. In such a manner
do these ereatures of passion avenge their real br fancied
griefs,

Frequently, the mere thought of revenge causes a gleam

of terrorizing resentment to flash across the dark lineaments
of an Indian's countenance. He will loosen a wespon,--and then

1. Cooper: Wyandotte -433
2. Ibig; pullzi The Lést of the Mohicans



- 73 -

as suddenly settle into as deep a repose as if he never knew
the instigation of. passion.

To be face to face with death does not slter the sacred-
ness of the virtue of revenge, which is evidenced by the
message Hard-Heart sends his people when he thinks he is
doomed to die at the hands of the Tetons:

"Tell them that Hard-Heart has tied a knot in his wanm-
pum for every Teton!" burst from the lips of the captive,
with that vehemence with which sudden passion is known to
break through the barriers of artificial restraint; "if
he meets one of them all in the prairies of the Master of
Life, his heart will become Siouxi" 1

Perhaps the Delaware girl's definition of neighbor will
shed light on who is regarded as an enemy. It was her re-
action to the Christian maxim: "Love thy neighbor as thy-
self, n

"Neighbor for Injun no mean pale-face," answered the
Delaware girl with more decision than she had hitherto
thought it necessary to use. "Nelighbor means Iroquols
for Iroquois, Mohican for Mohican, pale-face for pale~
face,...."2

Beyond a doubt, the Indian's conception of friend and enemy
is very distinet; his vengeance is always directed towards
the latter. Wyandotte advises Captain Willoughby never to
be neutral in a "hot war. Get rodb from bot! side. Always
be one or to 'oder, cap'in,"

When the captaln explained thet a conscientious man
may think neither side wholly right or wrong, and that he
never wished "to lift the hatchet"™unless his cause were
just, Wyandotte replied:

1. Cooper:The Prairie, p=-309
2. Ibid: Deerslayer, p-205
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*Injun no understend dat. YThrow hatchet at enemy--
what matter what he say-~-good t'ing, bad t'ing. He
enemy--dat enough. Take scalp from enemy-~don't touch
friend.” 1

1, Cooper: Wyandotté, p-383
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The Reward for Good Behavior

As with other peoples, the Indian belijeves that only

if he has lived up to his ideals of right béhavior, is he
entitled to a reward in after life. 01d Chingachgook died
happily, singing of his victories over his enemies and of
his "good deeds"™ and did not doubt that he would begin life
all over in the Happy Hunting Ground to which his fathers
had gone.

The words of the song are interesting:

"] will come! I will come! to the land of the just
I will come! The Maquas I have slain! I have slain the
Maquas! and the Great Spirit calls to his son., I will 1
come! I will come to the land of the justi I will comel"™

Afterwards he saild in s low, distinct voice:

"Who can say that the Maquas know the back of the Mo~
hegan? What enemy that trusted in him did not see the
morning? What Ringo that he chased ever sang the song of
triumph? Did Mohegan ever lie? No; the truth lived in
him. In his youth he was a warrior, and his moccasins left

the stain of blood. In his age he was wise; his words at
the counell-fire did not blow away with the winds." 2

1, Cooper: The Pioneers, p-408
2, Ibid, p-409
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On the Werpath

Having considered the Indian warrior's rank, hsbits,
traits, appearance, and ideas, we come next to his actual
participation in warfare., JIn his primitive state, secur-
ing the aeéegsities of life, and protecting himself, and
those depended upon him, from the énemy, was his great
problem and naturally oqcupied most of his time and atten=-
tion, The suthor not only presents the methods used on
the warpath, but invariably explains why such practices
were followed, to the great enlightenment of the reader,
We‘shall first consider the warrior’s'skillkin observation

and trailing,
Indian 8kill in Observation‘

Attentive sageecity forms no small part of an Indian's
education. It is a universal practice among Indians not to
- permit a single distinctive mark which might characterize a
person or an object escape them, though they suffer no gaze
of idle curiosity to disgrace their manhood, ‘They can in-
variably tell the air, the stature, the dress, and the fea~
tures, even to the color of the eyes‘and the hair of strang-
ers who come among them, and meke other conjectures as to
their physical powers, abilities, and intentions,

Their senses are keenly developed through practice, and
‘one might be sure that they will be the first to detect
sounds, sights, and appearances, all of which are frought

with meaning for them. So practiced and acute do their senses



become when whetted by the apprehensions and wants of
savage life, and mpre'especially when they are on the war-
path, that trifles apparently of the most insiégificant
sort often prove to be elues to lead them to their object,
’They'become adept at‘interpreting evidences and seldom
fail to tell the purposes or behavior of the enemy.

"With an Indian to deseribe, and an Indian to inter-f
pret or apply, escape from discovery was next to impossi-
ble." 1 ’ ' ’ :

They ére always on the look~out for camp~fires and can

‘tell by the nature of the smoke the circumstances connected
with it. Naturally people who are so skilled in the art
of cunning and dissimulation are not easily deceived them-
selves, The disguise of two white men in KRedskinir was -

effective with their friends and even with members of their
family, but an old Indian penetrated the ruse at once. ‘

The Indian and Trailing

Their knowledge of trailslseemq to amount to an in-
stinct. They never seem at a loss to find the particular
place sought., It is true they have generally rosmed the
forést since childhood, and en Indian always takes particu-
lar note of the facilities of places that are susceptible
of being made use of later, In "Satanstoe", an Indian
proved to be a more satisfactory guide then a cﬁmpass in
the obscure and tengled virgin forests. Deerslayér says, ‘
", ....a hound is not more sartain on a scent than a rédskin,
when he exﬁects to get anything by it. Let this party see

e

-

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-117 S0
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scalps afore 'em, or plunder, or honor &ccording to their idees
of what honor is, and 'twill be a tight log that hides & canoe
from the eyes."1

An Indian never starts on an expedition without smoking
over his council~f1re and deliberating on the course to pursue.
They have the custom of trailing at sundown. In speaking of
their enemies Deerslayer says to his companions:

"These varlets pretend to be bent on their sun-dom meal;
but the moment it is dark they will be on our trail as true
as hounds on the scent."2

The following paragraph gives an idea of how a trail was
covered.,

"The canoe weas lifted from the water, snd borne on the
shoulders of the party. They proceeded into the wood,
making as broad and obvious & trail as possible. They soon
reached a water-course, which they crossed, and continued
onward until they came to an extensive and naked rock. At
this point, where their footsteps might be expected %o be
no longer visible they retraced their route to the brook,
walking backward with the utmost care. They now followed
the bed of the little stream to the lake into which they
immediately launched their cance again. A low point con-
cealed them from the headland, and the margin of the lake
was fringed for some distance "with dense and over-hanging
bushes. Under the cover of these natural advantages, they
toiled their way, with patient industry, until the scout
announced that it would be safe once more to land.

"The halt continued until evening rendered objects indis-
tinct and uncertain to the eye. Then they resumed their
route, and, favored by darkness, pushed silently and vigor-
ously toward the western Shore....eceseecorioscocccssnsenns

"The boat was again liften and borne into the woods, where
it was carefully concealed under a pile of brush. The &ad-
venturers asgumed thier arms and packs" and proceeded. 3

1. Cooper: Deerslsyer, p-b2
2. Ibid: The Last of the Mohicans, p-234
3. Ibid: p-235
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One freguently comes across the expression in these novels,
"water leaves no trail®, and it is often resorted to for this
reason., For the next passage is descriptive of a search for =

“lost trail,

"Hawkeye and the Mohicans now applied themselves to their
task in good earnest. A circle of a few hundred feet in
circumference was drawn, and each of the party took a seg-
ment for his portion. The examination, however, resulted in
no discovery. The impressions of footsteps were numerous,
but they all appeared like those of men who had wandered
about the spot without any design to quit it. Again the
scout and his companions made the circuit of the halting-
place, each slowly following the other, until they assem-—
bled in the center once more, no wiser than when they
started.

WWe must get down to it, sagamore, beginning at the spring
and going over the ground by 1nches," (exclaimed Hawkeye),"The
Huron shall never brag in his trive that he has a foot that

leaves no print.*

"Setting the example himself, the scout engaged in the
scrutiny with renewed zeal. Npot a leaf was left unturned.
The sticks were removed and the stones lifted--for Indian
cunning was freguently known to adopt these objects as covers,
laboring with the utmost patience and industry to conceal
,each footstep as they proceeded. B8till no discovery was made.
At length Uncas, whose activity had enabled him to achieve
hisg portion of the soonest, raked the earth acroes the turbid
little rill which ran from the spring, and diverted its course
into another channel. So soon ag the narrow bed below the
dam was dry, he stooped over it with keen and curious eyes.
A cry of exultation immediately announced the success of the
young warrior. The whole party crowded to the spot where
Uncas pointed out the impression of a moccasin in the moist
alluvion."1

The expediency resorted to by Uncas in the last paragraph
has been styled improbable by some critice of the author. It

is possibly the most ingenius device related in this connection,

1. Qooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p 240
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though numerous others less fantastic would appear improbable
to one unacguainted with Indian acumen in such matters. For
this study, however, the incident serves to emphasize the idea
éf their‘resoﬁrcefulngss and close scrutiny.

H~The"Tuscarora, in "Wyandotte", was able to tell that a
party which he had followed was composed chiefly of white men
by the trail they left. His explanation follows:

"Wneéen did red warriors ever travel on their path like hogs
in a drove?.... . ......

*Toe turn out....step too short...trail too broad..trail
too plain..march too short."l

The Indian walks in-toed and bends at the knee, but their
movements are light, springy, and swift, The native warrior
never moves through a forest in a disorderly group.

", ... usually he marches in a line of single files, which
hag obtained the name of Indian file with us; and whenever
there are strong reasons for concealing his numbers, it is
his practice for each succeeding man to follow, as nearly
ag possible, in the footsteps of the warrior who precedes him;
thereby rendering a computation difficult if not impossible."2

1. QOooper: "Wyandotte", p~-305
2. Cooper: Satanstoe, p-416
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Indian Warfare

We come not to the actual methods of Indian warfare. The
philosophy of an Indian attack consists mainly in a ready hang,
a quick eye, and a good cover, among which they can move in as
~sudden and rapid a manner as possible, thereby defying the
enemy's ainm. It is always conducted with great precaution and
stealth, is preceded by profound stillness, and generally oémes
when the enemy least expects it, in order to insure their blow.

The author explains:

"It is seldom, indeed, that the aboriginal Americane ven-
ture on an open assault of any fortified place, however small
and feeble it may be. Ignorant of the use of artillery, and
totally without that all-important arm, their aporoaches to
any cover, whence a bullet may be sent against them are ever
wary, slow, and well concerted. They have no idea of trench-
es, do not possess the means of making them, indeed; but they
have such substitutes of their own as usually meet 2ll their
wants, more particularly in the portion of the country that
are wooded."1

Again, he says:

"o, Indians would never approach a stockade in open day,
and expose themselves to the hazards of losing some fifteen
or twenty of their number before they could carry the place.
This was opposed to all their notions of war, neither honor
nor advantage tempting them to adopt it. As for the first,

" agreeable to savage notions, glory was to measured by the

number of scalps taken and lost......... "2
For a vivid and thrilling account of a hand to hand com-
bat, when only weapons of offense are used, the reader is re-
ferred to Chapter twelve of "The Last of the liohicans." Among

whoops and leapin , blows are passed "with the fury of the

1. Qooper: Oak Openings, p-387
2. Ibid: Wyandotte, p-337
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whirlwind and the rush of lightening." The tomahawk is hurled;
the long and dangerous knife is thrust; victims are crushed to
the earth with a blow. The deadly strife wreaks with blood
and hair-breath escapes; and in the end only one member of the
defeated party cunningly escapes alive,

This battle, however, is tame as compared with the Dblood
curdling "iassacre of William Henry" recorded in the same book,
On this occasion the redmen'g blood was hot and temper up.

- They became maddened fiends‘who verpetrated deeds on women and
children too horrible to relate. ¥When a fatal and appalling
whoop was raised,

"lore than two thousand savages broke from the forest at
the signal, and threw themselves across the fatal plain
with instinctive alacrity. We shall not dwell on the re-
volting horrors that succeeded. Death was everywhere and
in his most terrific and disgusting aspects. EResistance
only served to inflame the murderers, who inflicted their
furious blows long after their victims were beyond the
power of resentment. The flow of blood might be likened
to the outbreaking of & torrent; and 2s the natives be-
came heated and maddened by the sight, many among them even
kneeled to the earth, and drank freely, exultingly, hellish-
ly, of the crimson tide." 1

The examples of Indian warfare already cited illustrate
its fierce, terrible, and cruel aspects, more than the methods
used by the warriors. For the latter, we turn to the night
attack on the home of the Puritans in "The Yept of Wish-ton-
Wish." Then theAenemy could be overcome in no other way, fire

was often resorted to. The following paragraph describes the

throwirg of a brand.

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-195



"A small bright bell of fire had arisen out of the fiebds,
and, describing an arc in the air, it sailed above their
heads and fell on the shingles of a building which formed
a part of the quadrangle of the inner court. The movement
was that of an arrow throwr from a distant bow, and its
way was to be traced by a long trail of light, that follow-
ed its course like a blazing meteor. This burning arrow
had been sent with a cool and practised judgment. It
lighted upon a portion of the combustibles that was nearly
as inflamable as gunpowder, and the eye had scarcely suc-
ceeded in tracing it to its fall, ere the bright flames
were seen stealing over the heated roof."1

By this time the vast range of out-buildings were wrapped
in fire., Through the openinges between the buildings the eye
could look out upon the fields, where every evidence of a sullen

intention on the part of the savages to persevere in their object

wag seen,

"Dark, fierce looking, and nearly naked human bodies were
seen flitting from cover to cover, while there was no stump nor
log within arrow'g flight of the defenses, that did not pro-
tect the person of a daring and indefatigable enemy. It was
plain the Indians were there in hundreds, and as the assualts
continued after the failure of a surprise, it was evident thst
they were bent on victory, at some hazard to themselves. No
usual means of adding to the horror of the scene were neglected,
Whoops and yells were incessantly ringing arcund the place,
while the loud and oft repeated tones of 2 couch betrayed the
artifice by which the savages had so often endeavered, in the
earlier part of the night, to lure the garrison out of the
palisades. A few scattering shot, discharged with deliberation
and from every exposed point within the works, proclaimed the
coolness and the vigilance of the defendants.ﬁ P

The Indians cease their attacks as suddenly as they begin
them, and maintain a profound stiilness as before. A surprise on
them often disconcerts the main body of their warriors, but at

such times the coolness of the chiefs is generally shown,

1. Cooper: Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p-172
2. Ibid, p-184-5
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"Though a2 panic is not usual among these wild warriors,
they seldom rally on the field. If once driven agzainst
their will, a close pursuit will usually disperse them
for a time."1

Indians have often been accused of cowardice because they
do not persist in the face of failure. Cooper offers an €X-—
plenation on this point:

"It is not unusual for the Indians to retire satisfied
with their first blow. 8o much of their military success
was devended on surprise, that it often happened the re-
treat commenced with its failure, than that victory was
obtained by perseverance, 8o long as the battle raged, their
couraze was ecual to its dangers; but among people who made
so great a merit of artifice, it is not at 211l surprising
that they seldom put more to the hazard than was Justified
by the most severe descretion.' 2

The contrast between the undisciplined fighting of the Indians
and the steady tramp of the Red-Coats is sharply drawn in "The
Deerslayer.™

Sunning and treachery play such a large part in Indian wer-
fare that these and similar traites deserve especial mention.
Pathfinder says,

"One redskin has more cunning in his natur! than & whcle
regiment from the other side of the water--—that is what I
call cunning of the woods."3

" ..it is an Indian's natur! to be found where he is

$ s s

least expected. No fear of him on a beaten path, for he
wishes to come upon you when unprepared to meet him, and the
fiery villians make it 2 point to deceive you one way or
another."4

They wetch the smallest movements without the appearance
of observing at =211; they answer questionsVevasively; they pre-~
tend to e the dupes of others when at the same time, they under-

stand what is being done, and, await the opportune time to strike

back,

1. Coover: Satanstoe, p-4C6

. Ivid: Wept of Wish-ton-Tish, p~333
. Ibid: Pathfinder, p=250

. Ibid: p=32

FNEEEN
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With dead bodies they work all manner of artifices to make
them appear as if alive, in order to allure others to the spot,
on so that their havoc may prove the more dreadful on discovery.
On one occasion, tﬁey propped the bodies in reclining positions,
and threw them into attitudes that had the horribie resemblance of
a circle of men reposing after a meal and passing a few minutes
in idle talk. Often the limbs of the dead were allowed to stiffen
in attitudes of mocking levity, and with such an art as to de-
ceive a negligent observer at a distance of a hundred yards.

They seem to be adept in ingenius disguising. Chingachgook
took advantage of his knowledge of the Irocuioan language, and
in the dark, pretended to be one of them, and succeeded in taking
a boat for his own use. They often used leaves as a protective
covering or hid themselves in the carcasses of animals,

The description of the manner of Chief Mahtoree'!g wary approach
to the tents of 2 sguatter under cover of darkness, in order to
ascertain their number and means of defense, illustrates the arti-
fice, the craftiness, and the subtlety, practiced by the skilled
and experienced warrior. (The Prairie, Chapter IV) An excerpt

follows:

", .....t0 one less accustomed to such a species of exercise,
it would have proved painfully laborious. But the advance of
the wily snake itself is not more certain or noiseless than
was his approach. He drew his form, foot by foot, through the
ending grass, pausing at each movement to cateh the smallest
sound that might betray any knowledge, on the wmart of the
travellers, of his proximity. He succeeded at length, in
dragging Hlmsell out of the sickly light of the moon into the
shadows of the brake, where not only his own dark person was
much less liable to be seen, but where the surrounding obgects
became more distinctly v181ble t0 hie keen and active glances."l

1. GCooper: The Prairie, p-E3
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The entire story of Arrowhead in "The Pathfinder" is one

treachery and deception. He could invariably find an excuse

for hies cuestionable behavior that either appeased or baffled

those with whom he feigned friendship. ‘hen the finel clash

came, however, he was found to be the leader of the foe.

Deerslayer narrowly escaped being shot by an Indian of the

opvosing raenks whom he had just left, after settling the cues-

tion of the ownershivp of a boat in peace and to the apparent

satisfaction of the savage.

"The parting words were friendly, and while the red-man
walked caluly towards the wood, with the rifle in the hollow
of his arm, without once looking back in uneasiness or
distrust, the white man moved toward the remaining canoce,
carrying his pesce in the same pacific manner, it is true,
but keeping nhis eye fastened on the movements of the other.
This distrust, however, seemed to be altogether uncalled
for, and, as if ashamed to have entertained it, the young man
averted his look, and stepped carelessly up to his boat.

Here he began to push the canoe from the shore, and to make
his other preparations for devarting. He might have been
thus employed a minute, when, happening to turn his Tace
towards the land, his quick and certain eye told him, at a
glance, the imminent jeopardy in which his life was placed.
The black, perocious eyes of the savage were glancing on him,
like those of the crouching tiger, through a small opening
in the bushes, and the muzzle of his rifle seemed already to
be opening in a line with his own body."l

Qooper: Deerslayer, p-135
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Scalping in War
A footnote in "The Last of the lohicans" sumsvup briefly
the pertinent facts about the honor attached to scalping by
the Indian.

"The North American warrior caused the hair to be plucked
from hig whole body; a smell tuft waes only left on the crown
of his head, in order that his enemy might avail himself of
it in wrenching off his scalp in the event of nis fell. The
scalp was the only admissable trophy of victory: Thus it
was deemed more important to obtain the scalp than to kill the
man. Some tribes lay great =tress on the honor of striking
the dead body. These practices have nearly disappeared among
the Indians of the Atlantic States."1

It must be mentioned also that the French and English paid

high prices for scalps during the contest over the ownership

over this country snd the early colonial period. Deerslayer says,
on one occasion, that two scalps would purchase a keg of powder
and a rifle. In these novels the greater emphasis is laid upon
the honor attached to scalping, however, and numerous incidents
are given to illustrate this view. WNick in "Wyandotte" met the
vewildered gaze of lHajor Willoughby with a smile of grim triumph,
as he pointed to the three bodies of the latter's father, mother,
and sister, over whom he stood guard, and said:

"See——all got scelp! Deat! nothint--scalp, ebberyt'ing."2

The reeking token of an Indian triumph often swung before

the still conscious eyes of the mangled victim from whose head
it had been torn. The bodies of their own dead were removed at
all hazards, and concealed in order to prevent the customary

mitilation; and, among some tribes, as stated, to prevent the

dead body from being struck. This laiter custom was held sacred

1. QCooper: The Last of the iohicans, p-37
2. Ibid: Wyandotte, p-443
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by some of the western tribes, and is illustrated by the follow-
ing incident:

"A Parmnee Chief had sunk under the numerous wounds he had
received, and he fell, a tarzet for a dozen arrows, in the
very last group of his retiring varty. Regardless alike of
inflicting further injury on their foes; and of the temerity
of the act, the Sioux braves bounded forward with a whoop,
each man burning with the wish to reap the high renown of
striking the body of the dead. They were met by Hard-Heart
and a chosen knot of warriors, a2ll of ~hom were just as
stoutly bent on saving the honor of *their nation from so
deadly a stain. The struggle was hand to hand and blood be-
gan to flow more freely. as the Pawnees retired with the
body, the Sioux pressed upon their footsteps, and at length
the whole of the latter broke out of the cover with a common
yell, and threatened to bear down all onposition by sheer
physical superiority."1l

In connection with this same battle an aged and wounded
warrior rode a mile on horseback, strapped to the belt of his
companion without o murmmur, in order that his "white hairs" mipght
not be carried into the village of the enemy. VWhen he saw that
their pursuers were steadily gainiﬁg ground upon them, he stopped
his companion and recuested that his head be severed from his
less valuable trunk in order to lessen the weight and insure
victory. This was done instantly by his understanding comrade,
and the latter rode to safety flourishing the erim 2nd bloody
visage and shoutihg triumphantly.

ihen Chingachgook heard that Deerslayer had killed a warrior,
but had not scalped him, the chief revnlied:

¥Good! A Delaware will look for the scalp, and hang it on

2. pole, and sing a song in his honor when we go back to our
people. The honor belongs to the tribe; it must not be lost."2

Y

The honor attached to scalping is the only excuse one can

1. GCooper: The Prairie, p-375-6
2. Ibid: The Deerslayer, p-169



offer for the well-known incident in "The Last of the liohicans"
when Chingachgook returned’aﬁi scelped the harmless Frenchmen
who waes doing sentinel duty on the benks of the "bloody pond."
To be sure, some warrilors were more ruthless than others, and
preferred toaking life to scalping. Such base fellows were
generally known in their tribes. Wencha in "The Prairies',
and the "Weasel" in "Oak Openings" illustrate this tyne.,
Knowing with how much disgust the average civilized person
regards this custom of scalping amonmz the Indians, Cooper makes
the following explanation:

"Let not the refined reader feel disgust at this exhibi-
tion of the propensities of an American savage. Civilized
life has hac, and still has many customs little less ex-
cusable than that of secalping. Without dragging into account
the thousand and org sins that disgrace and deform society,
it will be sufficient to look into the single interest of
civilized warfare, in order to make out our case. In the
first place, the noblest strategy of the art is, to put the
greatest possible force on the least of the enemy, and to
slay the weaker party by the mere power of numbers, Then,
every engine that ingemuity can invent is drawn into the
conflict; and rockets, revolvers, shells, and all other in-
fernrl devices are resorted to in order to get the better
of an enemy who is not provided with such available means
of destruction., And after the battle is over, each side
commonly slaims the victory; sometimes, because a partial
success hag been obtained in a small portion of the field;
sometimes because half a dozen horses have run away with a
gun, carrying it into the hostile ranks; and again because
2 bit of rag has fallen from the hands of a dead man, and
been picked up by one of the onposing side. How often has
it happened that a belligerent, well practiced in the art,
has kent his own eolors out of the affair, and boasted that
they were not lost! Now an Indian practices no such shame-
less expedients., His point of honor is not a bit or reg,
but a bit of skin. He shaves his head because the hair
encumbers him; but he chivalrously leaves 2 scalp-lock, by the aid
of which his congueror can the more easily carry away the
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coveted trophy. The thought of cheating in such a matter
rever ozcurs to his unsophisticated mind; and as for

leaving his "Colors" in the barracks, while he goes into the
field himself, he would disdain it--nay, cennot practise it,
for the obvious reason that his head would have to be left
with them." 1

If Cooper wrote such scathing criticism of civilized war-

fare in his time, what wo»ld he say of that of today? Certainly

one of the reasons why this author has succeeded so admirably

in

his portrayal of Indisn 1life is because he has dealt with it

sympathetically, and judged the Indian according to his own

pattern of culture in true sociological fashion. lany writers

today fail in their treatment of what is known as "racial

groups" because they meke no such comprehensive apvroach.

1.

ooper: 0Oak Openings, p-149-50
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The Yell

Thus far in this discussion "Yellsﬂ have teen inciden-
tally mentioned. They play no small part in Indian warfare.
In the wordes of Leatherstocking, "An Indian yell is plain
language to men who have passed their days in the Woods."l
Different types are used on different occasions, the most
important of which are explained below.

"The yell was the customary 1l-mentation a2t the loss of

a warrior, the shout 2 sign of rejoicing that the conouer-
or had not been able to secure the scalp.. ....." 3

~

One yell celled the "death halloo" by the whites was
first a low and fearful sound, succeeded by & high, shrill,
yell, drawn out to equal the longest and most plaintive
howl of the wolf. It represented ecually the waillings of
the dead and the triumph of the victors, and each repetition
was intended to announce to the trive, the fate of the enemy.
Such a yell wes given by a »marty returning from the war-path,

A yvell of defeat was one asg fierce and savage as will
and revenceful passions could throw in the air. Yells of
disapnointment were ecual’y frightful ond often accompanied
by frantic gestures and other unrestrained behavior.b A
whoop, fatal and sopelling, was generazlly the signel for the
plunge into battle, which was obeyed "es coursers bound at
the signal to ouit the goal." It was enswered by horrible
yells thet were intendedvto besneak terror into the bosoms
of the omponents, and served to spur on themselves,

. Cooper: The Last of the lohicans, p-133
Ibid: Deerslayer, p-133

AV o
-
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They raiéed no shoop when a scout fell into the hends
of the exrmy. Scouts were generally sent out to over-look
the enemy and secure the facts necessary to meake the wisest
attack. Naturally, such an occupation was full of perils.

Other signals used are bird calls, or the imitation of
animals, usually the symbol of the trive. Deerslayer attrac—
ted the "Great Serpent'!'s" attention by hissing like a snake,

Signals were also sent by swmoke from fire made of different

materiale,
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¥essengers in Var

Several instances are given in which messengers were sent
between the warring parties, They were recognized by certain
symbols and were always respected. The usual sign of peace was
by exhibiting the naked hand. Sometimes the arws were throwm
upward toward the heavens and then allowed to fall impressively
on the breast. The advisability of sending a2 messenger to
treat with the enemy is digcussed in a scene in "Satanstoel,
The guestion was asked of 2 friendly Indian:

"Do you think it safe to send a mesgsenger out to treat the
Hurons, in order to incuire after our friends, and to treat
with them?® :

"o send? Vhy not?" rebturned the Indian. Redman glad to
sce messengzer. Go when he want; come back when he want,

How can make bargain, if scalp messenger?™ ]

The first speaker then comments as follows:

"1 had heard that the most savace tribes respected a mes-
senzer; and, indeed, the necessity of so doing was, of it-
self, & sort of security that such must be the case. It was
true, that the bearer of a flag might be in more danger, on
such an errand than would e the casge in a camp of civilized
men; but theee Canads Indiens had been long serving with the
French, and their chiefs, beyond a cuestion, had obtained
some of the notions of pale-face war-fare."

The Indian willingly agreed to be the messenger. He washed
the war-paint frowm his face, put a calico shirt over his
shouldzrs, and assumed the guise of peace. He was given a small
white flag to carry by his doubting friends. The Indian found

some wamoum in which he apnorently had as much faith than any-
L d

thing else.

1. Cooper: SatanStoe,p-4E58
2. Ibid: p-459
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The messenger was received and threérchiefs came to the
parley. A recuest to speak to one of the prisoners was granted
Ly the Indians with great delicacy and with no show of sus-
picion. As often happened; the prisoners took this opnortunity
to free themselves,

On one occasion when a messenger was sent to the Indians
to sue for veace, & bundle of arrows wrapped in the glossy
striped skin of the rattlesnake was returned. Their meaning

wag very obvious.
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Treatment of Prisoners

It was a policy among the Indians to take their prisoners
alive. 4 warrior in "Deerslayer" was"ash@med to be seen with
traces of blood ebout him after having used so meny injunctions
to convince his young warriors of the necessity of takinz their
prisoners =live,"

Immemorial and secred usace protected the persons of nrisom
ers until the trive in council delibersted and determined his
fate. They were sometimes bound to stekes; sometimes, allowed
to run the gauntlet, a severe tricl which ended variously'fer
the victims: in death, freedom, or continued captivity. Iem-
ers of the trive, inéluding women and children, provided with
as deadly weapons as could be procured, formed themselves in a
double line through which the victims were supnose to run, while
his tormentors mede every effort to cul them down with fatal
tlows. In chapter twenty-three, of "The Last of the Hohicans

d and detailed account is ziven of a2 prisoner attempting

fute

v

)
!.Jo

Y

iy

thig feat.

"Instead of rushing through the hostile lines, as had been
expected, he just entered the dengerous defile, and before
time was given for o single blow, turned short, 2nd, leap-
ing the heads of a row of children, he gained at once the
exterior and safer side of the formidable array. The arti-
fice wag anrwered by 2 hundred voices raised in imprecations,
and the whole of the excited multitude broke from their order
and spread themselves about the pnlace in wild confusion."2

When & prisoner wng tortured every method was used to inti-
midate nim, or to sap his resolution; for nothing gives an
Indian greater gstisfaction than for a captive to show weak—

1. Cooper: Dcerslayer, 385
2. 1Ibid: The Last of the lMohicans, p-265
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ness in such an ordeal, Knives and tomahawks were hurled at
his head, the aim being to strike as close to the victim as
possible without absolutely hitting him, Sometimes the rifle
was used. Only those expert with the weapons were allowed
to attempt such & hazardoug experiment, less an early death
- might cut short the entertainment. The captive seldom escaped
injury in such a trisl, in spite of the precautions used, and
death often followed, even when the blow was not premeditated.
Needless to sgy, some filery spirits wuld scarcely be expected
to refrain from striking the fatzl blow inteﬁtionally, when
revenge was uppermost in their minds. The experimgnt wes most
often & display of skill in the use of the weapons, however,—
the participants being anxious to exhibit their dexierity be-
fore their comrades. The chiefs were careful to stop such
exercises before the ferocious passions of the tormentors were
aroused.

It was a common practice for the women, especially the
older ones, to throw the captive into a rage by their tamnts
and revilings, and then to turn him over suddenly to the men
in a mental state little favorable to enduring bodily agony.

. Sometimes the body was pierced with burning splinters; in
fact, all manner of barbarcus practices were indulged in.
Death by torture between saplings was perhaps the most oruel
of all.

"Young trees that do not stand fer apart are trimmed of
their brenches, and brought nearer to each other by bending
their bodies; the victim is then attached to both trunks,
sometimes by his extended arms, at others by his legs, or
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by whatever part of the frame cruelty can suggest, when the
saplings are released, and permitted to resume their natural
positions. Of course, the sufferer is lifted from the earth,
and hangs suspended by his limbs, with a strain on them that
soon produces the most intense anguish."l

Before leaving the subject of torturing, the excellent sum-
mary and explanation by the aunthor must be given. He says,

"There ls scarcely a method of inflicting pain, that comes
within the compass of their means, that the North American
Indians have not essayed on their enemies. When the infernal
ingenuity that is exercised on these occasions fails of its
effect, the captives themselves have been heard to suggest
other means of torturing that thgz have known, practised suc-
cessfully by their own people. here is often a strange
strife between the tormentors, and the tormented; the one to
menifest skill in inflicting pain, the other to manifest for-
titude in enduring it. As has been said, quite as much re-
nown is often acquired by the warrior in setting all the de-
vices of his conquerors at deflance, while subject to their
hellish attempts, as in deeds of arms., It might be more true
to say that such was the practice among Indians, than to say,
at the present time, that smwch is; for it is certain that
civilization in its approaches, while it has in many particu-
lars even degraded the redman, has had a silentteffecttin

er 8, w-
ggrh %g% 2ggn§1§% aﬁ%s .ma%¥ gg g?gbgﬁlecgﬁa%u%hgmmdre E%gﬁant
tribes still resort to all these ancient usages; but it is 2
both hoped and believed thet those neearer to the whites do not."

Prisoners were not always suhjgcted to torture, by any means.

The policy of adoption has already been explained in connection

with the chiefs in council. Moreover, a iehownad warrior taken
captive, was often invited to become the husbsnd of one of the
widows in the tribes; not infrequently he was offered the §léce
of the man who had fallen by his own hands. & refusal of one of
their women was considered an insult to the tribe, especially
when the alternative was death. Women captives were also in-

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-389.
2, Ibid: p-388-9
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vited to become squaws. It was not unusual for these offers of
marriage to be extended to the whites.

Sometimes the release of prisoﬁers wes secured by meanSVOf
bribes. A character in "Deerslayer"” says:

"I know of no means to release the prisomer, than by brib-
ing the Iroquois. They are not proof against presents; and
fo S dnynenTh Reren 1o TR SRR £ coner
away poor prisoners; if indeed they should carry them away
at alll"l

Cooper brings out the point that while Indians care little for
houses and riches in the ordinary sense of the term, they are
great lovers of finery and ornaments. Such objects generally
bring exclamations of delight from them, in spite of their
training in self-command.

An amusing incident, tinged also with pathos at their ap-
palling ignorance of values, ie cited in "Deerslayer"” in which
two prisoners were exchanged for four or five ivory Chessmen
in the shape of elephants with castles on their backs. The
faet that these toys, for such they were, were exquisitely
carved weighed heavily with the redmen, who were great admirers
of 8kill. ¥When the chiefs came to transact the negotiations
the following conversation took place: |

"My brother, Hawkeye, has sent a message to the Hurons,....
and it has made their hearts very glad, They hear he has

imsges of beasts with two tails! Will he show them to his
friends?"

" e.s oe..Here i8 one of the images; I toss it to you under
faith of treaties. If it's not returned, the rifle will

settle the p'int atween us.”

l. Cooper: Deerslayer, p 1ll6



teersscecscss.sthen followed a scene....... in which astonish-
ment and delight got the mastery of Indian stoicism,..........
For a few minutes they apparently loss the consciousness of
their situation in the intanse scruting they bestowed on a ma-
terial so fine, work so highly wrought, and an animsl so extra-
Ordinaryececoceacscses
"Has my pale~face brother any more such beasts?" at last
the senior of the Iroqnois asked, in a sort of petitioning

manner.

"There's more where them czme from, Mingo," was thg answer;
"One is senough, however, to buy off fifty scalps n L

The Indian then proceeded to boast of the greatness of his
prisoners in order to augment their value, and drive the best
bargain he could. Deerslayer held the extraAchessmen in reserve
in order to smooth any difficulty that might arise. After mueh
caviling and cunning on both sides, an agreement was reached,
whereby the prisoners would be returned for four of the bits of
carved ivory. \

In "The Prairie", Mahtoree offered the squatter, Ishmael
Bush, buffaloes, skins, and wives for soms, as well as one for
himself, 2in.the place of two pale-face women whom he desired
to keep.

Indians almost always reaéted favorably to gifts, unless
moved by some deep~éeated passions., This, together with their
ignorance of values, was éften tzken advantage of by the whites.‘

The asuthor relates that Captain Willoughby paid "rum, tobacco,

2. Cooper: The Prairie, p-328-9

* 1, Ibid: Deerslayer, p 260-1-2
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blankets, wampum, and gunpowder" for more than "six thousend
acres of capital land.” The Indians made their marks on a
bit of deerskin, thus extinguishing their title to the paten%.
The wily Magna, in "The Last of the Mohicans," won his way
into the hearts of the Delawares by bestowing upon them, with
the most flattering compliments, gifts which cpnsisted princi-
pally of trinkets of little value plundered from the slaugh-
tered females of William Henry; but when gold, silver, powder,
lead, everything, was offered him for the release of a young
woman, he refused, so bent was he on taking revénge.
| We have already noted how largely the Indians are given
over to superstitiomns beliefs. Very frequently, if this
element in their naturés, was played upon skillfully enough
by prisoners, release followed. Certain individuals are held
sacredvby Indians; among them are medicine-men, who are be-
lieved to possess magical power and control over evil spirits;
and persons thought to be insame, or feebleminded.

| Much space is devoted to the narration of an amusing in-
cident in "Oak Openings” in which & white man assumes the
role of a "great medicine” and contrives his escape from his
captors. Later, because of the success of his deceptive art,
higs scalp is undesired. On at least three other occasions,
similar ruses are played successfully upon in these novels,

Missionaries were a class of medicine-.men who were gener-

ally unmolested by the savages. in Indian tells a white com-

1. Cooper: Wyendotte, p-9
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panion, who was wondering about the safety of a missionary:
"Dont hurt him,.;............;.....Khow'mean well---
takl about Gréat Spirit......Injun don't sGalp such
medicine-men~--if don't mind what he say, no good take
scalp.”1

Apparently there were exceptions to this rule. The same
missionary in question was put to death in connection with a
project to kill all of the whites; but, even in this case,
many doubted the wisdom of the plan, and the responsibility
for carrying it into effect rested chiefly on the shoulders
of one chief more malicious than the rest. Death was made as
easy for the miscsionary as possible. As & mark of singular
respect, his scalp was not taken. ’

Tn "Wyandotte" there is a division of opinion as to the
sacredness of the person of missionaries among Indians. The
divine, himself,’stated that there was scarce a tribe in the
colony but had some knowledge of the priest-hoed. He had
heard of no instsnce in which such persons had ever been nmis-
treated. His opponent, playing on the name of the parson,
remarked that they would care no more for "little Woods" tham
they did for the great woods through which they passed on
their infernalxerrands.z This divine went amang the group of
warriors to find out what their mission was, and, if necessa-
ry, to convince them of the sin of attacking his innocent
friends. The Indians thought him a madman, and compelled him
to take the route to the settlements, instead of joining their

B SRR e gRgninse, 2106
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enemies, since they were averse to harming him,
"eveeeses.No Indian would harm a being whom the Great
.. Spirit had disarmed, by depriving it of its strongest
defence, reason. In this respect, nearly all unsophisti-
cated nations resemble each other; appearing to offer
spontaneously, by a feeling creditable to human nature,
that protection by their own forbearance which has been
withheld by the inscrutable wisdom of Providence.” 1
Other examples of persons who were unharmed on account
of their mental deficiemcies were "Hetty" in "Deerslayer",
and "David" in "The Last of the Mohicans." Their friends
derived much benefit from their immunities. The recklessness

2
and bravado of an old sailor in "The Pathfinder" caused the

Indians to suspect him of madness and consequentlj to cease
their attack on the building on which he stood.

S50 much of the Indians' superstitions beliefs were con-
nected with their religious doctrines that they had a natural
-awe of the God of the pale-faces. The seemingly miraculous
behavior on the part of the inmates of the burning block in
"The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, was attributed by them to the
power of the Deity of their victims, to whom they had been
heard to pray. They appeared to expect some unequivocal
menifestations of his power,

The reader will probably recall that these prisoners had
found refuge in a well unknown to the Indians, who thought
that they had been strangely infused with & sentiment of resign-
nat ion and célmness by their Great Spirit. The ruins were re-

garded with awe, reverence, and fear.

1. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p-192
2, 1Ibid; "The Pathfinder, p-397
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Later in the story, a young chief is sorely puzzled to find
the very people "who died that night" still alive, and serious-
ly warned his associate against harming them, saying:

"Gray beards and boys were in that fire, and when the time

bers fell nothing was left but coals. Yet "do they who were
in the blaZing IOdge St&nd there........-................

The Yengeese deal with unknown Gods; they are too cumning
for an Indien!"l

Even the proud resolution and far-sighted wisdom of his
companion were shaken by this testimony; yet it was with a
leaning to incredulity. He had prevailed over many similar
signs of supernatural agency that were exercised in favor of
his enemies, but mever had so imposing & case as this been pre-
sented by one so high in authority. It was finally agreed to
question the prisoners on the subject and the truth was revealed.

In explanation of such superstitious beliefs Cooper says
that with igﬁorance must of necessity go a certain degree of
superstition. In fact, men of all degrees of learning are sub-

ject to it, for,

"There is too much of the uncertain, of the conjectural,

in our condition as human beings, to raise us altogether
above the distrusts, doubts, wonders, and other weaknesses

Of Ou Present Qondition.¢ ’O0004‘00t'...‘.i....‘.."....lt
Let us not, then, derids these poor children of the forest,
because that Which was so entirely new to them should also
appear inexplicable and supernatural."2

1. Cooper: Wept-of :¥ishetonsWidh, p-315
2. Ibid: Oak Openings, p-303
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The Warrior and Death

As intimated before an Indian warrior asccepts death as
something to be expected on the warpath, and meets it accord-
ingly. In "The Last of the Mohicans™ is a paragraph descrip-
tive of the behavior of Chingachgook when he felt gertain
that his party was trapped hopelessly by his enemies, and pre-
ferred death to deserting it.

"Chingachgook, placing himself in a dignified posture on
another fragment of the rock, had already laid aside his
knife and tomehawk, and was in the act of taking the eagles'
plume from his head, and smoothing the solitary tuft of
hair in readiness to perform its last and revolting office.
His countenance was composed, though thoughtful, while his
dark gleaming eyes were gradually losing the fierceness of
the combat in an expression better suited to the change he
expected momentzarily to undergo.”l

He then begam the usual custom of boasting of his deeds—
of bravery and successes against his enemy, ending by expres-
sing the wish that his captors would come speedily to work
their wills upon him. His actuasl death as pictured in "The
Pioneers" is characterized by fortitude and an exhilarated
happiness. The Leatherstocking interprets the old sagamore's

feelings at that time to a companion as follows:

" eese.ssshe knows his end is at hand as well as you or
I; but, so far from thinking it a loss, he believes it to
be a great gain. He is 0l1d and stiff,, and you have made
the game so scarce and shy, that better shots than him find
it hard to get a livelihood. Now he thinks he shall travel
where it will always be good hunting; where no wicked or
‘unjwst Indisn can go; and where he shall meet all of his

trive together agin. There's not much loss in that, to a
1. Cooper: The last of the Mohicans, p-82
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man whose hands are hardly fit for basket-making. Lossi if
there be any loss, 'twill be for me. I'm sure after he's
gone, there'll be but 1ittle left for me but to follow," 1

Mr, Grant, a minister, who had been attempting to con-

vert Chingachgook to his christina way of thinking on re-

ligious questions, was grieved by the Indian's total indif-

ference to his entreaties. The o0ld scout explained:

"He hasn't seen & Moravian priest sin' the war; and
it's hard to keep them from going back to their native

ways."
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"No-no~ he trusts only to the Great Spirit of the sav-
ages, and to his om good deeds. He thinks like all
his people, that he's to be young agin, and to hunt, and
be happy to the end of etarnity, It's pretty much the
same with all colors, parson. I could never bring my-
self to think that I shall meet with these hounds, or my
piece, in another world; though the thought of leaving
them forever sometimes brings hard feelings over me, and
makes me oling to life with a greater craving than be-
seems three-score-and-ten,"2

Mohegan's farewell to his companion gives further in-

sight into their bheliefs:

1.
2.
3.

"Hawkeye, my fathers call me to the happy hunting-grounds.
The path is clear, and the eyes of Mohegan grow young. I
look-~~but I see no white-skins; there are none to be seen
but just and brave Indians. TFarewell, Hawkeye--you shall
go with the Pire-eater and the Young Eagle to the white man's
heaven; but I go after my fathers. Let the bow, and toma- .
hawk, and pipe, 2nd the wampum of Mohegan be laid in his
grave; for when he starts'twill be in the night, like a war-
rior on a war-party, and he can not stop to seek them." 3.

Cooper: The Pioneers, p-409
Ibid: p-410-11
Ibid: p-410
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According to an Indian's belief in the virtue of a war-
rior's betraying no physical weakness, an Indian wishes to
die in a menner to win applause among his fellowmen. In
"Deerslayer” and Indian secretly regrets "that none of his
tribe were present to witness his stoicism, under extreme
bodily suffering, and the firmness with which he met his end.”
He attempted to express his appreciation to Deerslayer for
the consideration shom him, and especially for sparing his
scalp. The scout says,

"No, no---warrior, hand of mine shall never molest your

scelp, and so your soul may rest in pezce on the p'int
of making a decent appearance, when the body comes to
join it in your own land of the spirits.”

"eeveesse oseeThen he placed the hody of the dead man in

a sitting posture, with its back agsinst the little rock,
taking the necessary care to prevent it from falling or

in any way settling into an attitude that might be thought
unseemly by the sensitive, though mild notions of the
Indian."1

The custom of assuming a sitting posture at death seems
to have been a common one among the Indians.

We are given one example of funeral obsequies———those
for Uncas and Cora, two charscters in "The Last of the Mohic-
ans."” They continued from early dawn till twilight, through-
out which time the Delaware nation maintained a breathing
stillness that was only broken by an occasional stiffled sob,
and the ceremonies in connection with the dead. A4All eyes

were centered on the objects of their grief, and great defer-

ence was shom the chief mourners.

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-130-1



"Seated, as in life, with his form and limbs arranged
in grave and decent composure, Uncas appeared arrayed
in the most gorgeous ornaments that the wealth of the
trive could fumish. Rich plumes nodded above his head;
wampum, gorgets, bracelets, and medals, adorned his
person in profusion; though his dull eye snd vacant linesa-
ments too strongly contradicted the idle tzle of pride
they would convey.

"Directly in front of the corpse Chingachgook was placed,
without arms, paint, or adorment of any sort, except the
bright-blue blazonry of his race, that was indeliby im-
pressed on his naked bosom. During the long period that
the tribe had been thus collected, the lMohican warrior had
kept a steady, anxious look on the cold and senseless
countenance of his son. 80 riveted and intemse had been
that gaze, and so changeless his attitude, that a stranger
might not have told the living from the dead, but for the
occasional gleamings of a troubled spirit that shot ath-
wart the dark visage of one, and the death-like calm that
had forever settled on the lineaments of the other.”l

A temporary grave was made for the young chief, "for it

was proper that, at some future day, his bones should rest

emong those of his own peaple,’
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"The body was deposited in an attitude of repose, facing
the rising sun, with the implements of war and of the
chase at hand, in readiness for the final journey. An
opening was left in the shell, by which it was protected
from the soil, for the spirit to communicate with its
earthly tenement when necessary; and the whole was con-
cealed from the instinct anad protected from the ravages
of beast of prey, with an ingenuity peculiar to the RAstives."2

1, Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-379-80
2, 1Ibid: p-389-90 ,



~ 108 =

The girls sirewed sweet-scented herés and forest flowers
on the bier of Cora. Her body was deposited in & shell in-
geniously and not inelegantly fabricated of birchbark, Her
grave was also concealed by leaves &snd other natural and cus-
tomary objects. The.ceremony, which consisted chiefly of
song will be described in the section under that name,

When Hard-Heart, a young Pawnee Chief in "The Prairie“

was contemplating death; he requested that his ¢olt be slain

on his grave saying:

"Hard-Heart will ride his horse to the blessed prairies,
and will come before the Master of Life like & chiefl"l
A chief in "Oak Openings”, after telling the ill-fated
missionary that his soldier friend would go along with him

on his death journey, added:

"It will be convenient to my brother to have a hunter
with him; the path is so long, he will be hungry before
he gets to the end. The warrior knows how to use a
musket and we shall put his arms with him in his grave."2

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-31l1l
2. Ibid: Osk Openings, p~375-6
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His Religious Beliefs

The religious beliefs of the Indian are so thoroughly
interwoven with all of their practices that previous dis-
cussions have already revealed many of them. Their idea
that after death, the good warriors do nothing but fish and
hunt over the most agreeable hunting-grounds and among game
that is never out of season, and which is just active and
instinctive enough to give a pleasure to death is explained
by Leatherstocking in “Deersl&yer".l Wicked Indisns are
obliged "to carry amunition, and to look on without sharing
in the gport, and to cook, and to light the fires, and do
everything that isn't manful.,” Or, in the words of the Dela-
ware, "..ecceecescsccunjust Indians énd cowards, will have
to sneak in with the dogs and the wolves, to get their veni-
son for their lodges.”g

Different nations called their "Great Spirit" by dif-
ferent names. Among the DPelaware, he was the Manitto; among
the Sioux Wahcondah. The evil spirit of the latter was Wah-
conshecheh. In "Redskins" we read,

"The Great Spirit of the Indian and the Great Spirit of

the white man are slike; so are the wicked spirits. There
is no difference in this." 3

In "The Last of the liohicans" Leatherstocking goes fur-
ther in this comparison of Christian and Indian beliefs:

l. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-476-7
2. Ibid: p-496
3. 1Ibid: Redskins, p-484
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"Even the Mingo adores but the true and living God. !'Tis
8 wicked fabrication of the whites, and I say it to the
shame of my color, that would meke the warrior bow down
before images of his om creation. It is true they endeavor
to make truces with the wicked one--as who would not with
an ememy he cannot conquer?--but they look up with favor and
aggistance to the Great and Good Spirit only."l

The idea apparently conveyed in the last paragraph, that
the Indians believed in a one all-powerful Diety is not substan-
tiated by present day facts on the subject. One hesitates to
say, however, how much Cooper is allowing for the influence of
the missionaries among the Indians, In another section, a chief
who had started on the warpath with his c anpanions, because of
a serious offense committed against his tribe, was not in too
great a hurry to stop and address the animals from which his

"totem"™ the symbol of his tribe, bore its name. The author

says:

"There would have been a species of profanity in the omis~
sion, had this man passed so powerful a community of his
fancied kindred without bestowing some evidence of his re-
gard. Accordingly he pessed, and spoke in words as kind
and friendly as if he were addressing more intelligent beings.
He called the animals his cousins, and reminded them that
his protecting influence was the reason they remained un-
harmed, vhile so many avaricious traders were prompting the
Indians to take their lives. He promised a continuance of
his favors and admonished them to be grateful. After which
he spoke of the expedition in which he was himself engaged,
end intimated, though with sufficient delicacy and circum-
locution, the expediency of bestowing on their relative a
portion of that wisdom for which they were so renowned."Z

The animals zddressed in this instance were beavers. #

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-252
2. Ibid; The Last of the Mohicans, p-3817
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footnote explains that these harangues with beasts were
frequent among the Indians; that they often addressed their
victims in this way reproaching them for cowardice, or com-
mending their resolution, as thsy may happen to exhibit
fortitude or the reverse in suffering.
The Indians, as we have seen, also believed in magic

power, hence their fear of one class of medicine-men, whom
they believed possessed power over wicked spirits. The

author says,

"Among the native tribes of the forest there were 2l-
ways two kinds of leeches to be met with. The one placed
its whole dependence on the exercise of a supernatural
power, and was held in gresater veneration than their
practice could at all justify; but the other was really
endowed with great skill in the ordinary complaints of
the humen bodYecesseseesd

Mention is made in several novels of the Indians' actual
knowledge of healing with herbs, roots, bark, and the like;
particularly of his ability to dress wounds, and such know-
legde of first-aid as one would naturally learn through
experience.

In "The Last of the lMohiecans," a person disguised as
a medicine-man was asked if he could drive the evil spirit

out of a young woman, who was then very ill. <Consistent

with his character, he attempted to perform all manner of

1. Cooper: The Pioneers, p-83
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weird practices, uncouth rites, and incantations, under
which the Indian conjurers are saccustomed to conceal thelr
ignorance and impotency. One is not surprised that among
s8¢ much supersfition such customs would thrive., The inci-
dent as related is ludicrous, if not pathetic in part.‘

Deerslayer says that the reason the redskins honored
and respected them who fall short of their proper share of
reason wag because they knew that the Evil Spirit delight-
ed more to dwell in an artful body, than in one that has
no cunning to work upon.

The whole 1life of the Indian was a perpetual struggle
to win the favor of the good spirit and to appease the
evil one.

Like other people, they believed the Great Spirit
was like themselves in color. Their Manitou did not talk
and walk with them, but only spoke through thﬁnder. He
was elways appealed to before every undertaking. In the
next section, we shall see the ceremony that preceded the
formal going on the war-path.

The natural piety of the Indiams in matters religious
ig clearly shown in these novels, but several references
are made to the difficulty of converting the Indian to
Christianity. Apparently it waes not as difficult to mske

them understand some of the principles of faith, as it was
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to reconcile them with the fact that the white man preached
one thing ard actually practiced another., An Indien makes
the following comments on what & missionary had told him:

"We do not expect that all the Ureat Spirit does can
be clear to us Injins...... ..% know very little; he
knows everything. Why should we think to know all that
he knows. ¥We do not. ...........Indians cen believe
without seeing. They are not squaws that wish to look
behind every busheee v .oass™l

The following conversation between & white man and an

Indian is self-explanatory:

"I wish I could persuade you to throw away that dis-
gusting thing at your belt. Remember, Chippewa, you
are now among Christians and ought to do &s Christians
wish,"

"What Christians do, eh?" returned the Indian, with
a sneer. Get drunk Iike whiskey Centre, dere? Cheat
poor redman; den get down on knee and look up at Manitou?
Dat what Christian do, eh?"

"They who do such things are Christisns but in name;
you must think better of such as are Christians in fact."

"Ebberybody c¢all himself Christian, tell you-—gll
pale-face Christian, dey say. Nox, listen to Chippewa.
Once talk long wit' missionary--tell about Christian——
what Christien dow-w—what Christian say--how he eat, how
he sleep, how he drinki{ -——all good--wish Pigeonswing
(himself] Thristian.—den 'member so 'ger at garrison—
no eat, no sleep, no drink Christian fashion--- do
ebberyt'ing so' ger fashion--swear, fight, cheat, get
drunk--wus den Injun—-dat Christian, eh?"

1 cooper: Oak Openings, p~379
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"No, that is not acting like a Christian; and I fear
very few of us who call ourselves by that name act as
if we were Christians, in truth,” said Le Bourdon, con-
scious of the justice of the Chippewa's accusation.

"Just dat--now I get him--ask missionery, one day,
where all Christians go to, so that Injun can't find him--
none in woods--none on prairie--none in garrison--none
at Mack' naw--none at Detroit--when all go to, den, so
Injun can't find him, on'y in Missionary talk?"”

"I am curious to know what answer your miszionary
made to that question”.

"Well, tell you: say, on 'y one in ten t'ousant raal
Christian 'mong pale-face, dough all call himself Chris-
tian! Dat, what Injun t'ink queer, eh?"l

One other example will suffice to substantiate this
point. 1Indian John is talking to a young woman in "The

Pioneers."

"John was young when his tribe gave away the country,
in council, from where the blue mountain stands above
the water, to where the Susguehanna is hid by the trees.
All this, and all that grew in it, and all that walked
over it, they gave to the Fire-eater, for they loved
him, He was strong, and they were women, and he helped
them. No Delaware would kill & deer that ram in his
woods, nor stop & bird that flew over his land; for it
was his, Has John lived in peace? Daughter, since
John was young, he has Been the white man from Frontiac
come down on his white brothers at Albany and fight,

Did they fear God? He has seen his English end his
- Ameriecan fathers burying their tomashawks in each other's

1. Cooper: Oak Openings, p-108-9
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brains, for this very land. Did they fear, God and live
in peace? He has seen the land pass away from the Fire«
eater, and his children, end the child of his child, and
8 new chief set over the country. Did they live in
peace who did this? did they fear God?"

"Such is the custom of the whites, John. Do not the
Delawares fight, and exchange their lend for powder, and
blenkets, and merchandise?"

k)

"The Indian turned his dark eyes on his companion amnd
kept them there with & scrutiny that alarmed her a little.

"Where are the blankets and merehandise that bought the
right of the Fireweater?" he replied more animated in
voice; "are they with him in his wigwem? Did they say
to him, Brother, sell us your land, and tzke this gold,
this silver, these blankets, these rifles, or even this
rum? No; they tore it from him, as a scalp is torn from
an enemy: and they that did it 1ooke& not behind them,
to see whether he lived or died. Do such men live in.
peace and fear the Grest Spirit?"l

We have already told how Indiean Joh@, or Chingachgook
refused Christian services at his death. The young chief
Conanchet, who had been subject to Christian influences, did
the same.2

One chief's conversion begasn with the moment that he
actuglly saw and heard a2 missionary,who was about to be put
to death, pray for his enemies. Bnotherfln&ian, who lived

for a long period of years with a chaplin away from the

settlements was also converted in his old age. Susquesus in

1. Cooper: The Pionesrs, p-390-1 ;
2. Ibid: The dept of Wish-ton-Wish, chap. 31
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"Redskins" lived with the Littlepages through three gene-
rations, but could never be reconciled to the white man's

saying one thing and doing another,
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Indian Language

It is only'natural that:the language used by the In-
dian should attract attention. In this study we have had
abundant examples of translations from his own language
and of his stilfed, broken English. The latter is natural-
ly not that of his own tongue as spoken among themselves,

Perhaps the most striking quality of his langusge is
the abundant use of metaphors and comparisons. He forms
& mental ficture of what he wishes to say and talks about
this image rather than the thing itself. The listener
must be able to understand the image. 4s might be expected,
he draws practically all of his figures from nature, that
is so close to his existence, and expresses his wonder and
love of it in his comparisoms. sJuch language would natural-
ly tend to be poetic. It also has the song-like quality of
rhythm, which is no doubt due to the fact that songs and
chants are so intimately interwoven in his activities.

A cold logic, keen sarcasm and irony, clever manipula-
tion of words are other noticeable characteristics of his
use of language. DNevertheless his words are simple and
sentences void of complexity. Repetition is’ussd effectively,
and short, sententious sentences are interspersed. Cooper
was the first to express and fix the figure of the American

Indian. The attributes he gives it are in accord with the
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findings of modern research on the subject.

Indian personal names are significant inasmuch as they
are invariably indicative of the traits of the bearer. The
Leatherstocking says that an Indian is generally what his
name signifies. Names of warriors are usually won by their
personal prowess, or the lack of it. The Leatherstocking
was called Pathfinder, Deerslayer, Hawkeye as he became
proficient in the abilities suggested by each. The names
given to girls are more poetic; for example, Drooping ILily,
Wild Rose, Dew-of-June. It has been discovered that the
equivalent of the name Wish-ton-Wish in the Indian language
ig prairie~dog and not whip-poor-will as the author supposed.
This, however, is a minor point.

Cooper explains that the meaning of Indian words is
much governed by emphasis and tones. The voice of the red-
man, as we have seen, is very flexible and expressive. The
adjectives mild, musical, and guttural are generally used

in describing his speaking volce.
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Song and Dance

Song is a part of the religious worship of the Indian,
We have guoted Mohegan's death song to the Manitto. In the
elaborate ceremony that precedes the formal going on the
warpath, song and dance form the chief part. Such a cere-
mony is vividly desoribed in "The Last of the Mohicans."
It was performed around the tiﬁnk of a tree that had been
ceremoniously stripped of its bark and branches and color-
ed with stripes of dark red paint, 1nd&eafive of the hostile
 designs of the chiefs. After this had been done, Uncas,
their acknowledged leader, appeared, dressed in his scouty
war attire, and with one-half of his features hid under a

ecloud of threatening black.

"Uncas moved with a slow and dignified tread toward
the post, which he immediately commenced encircling
with a measured astep, not unlike an ancient dance,
raising his voice, at the same time, in the wild and
irregular chant of his war-song. the notes were in
the extremes of humsn sounds; being Sometimes melan-
choly and exquisitively plaintive, even rivaling the
melody of birds---and them, by sudden and startling
transitions, causing the auditers to tremble by their
depth and energy. The words were few and oft re-
peated, proceeding graduslly from a sert of invocation
or hymn to the Diety, to an intimation of the warrior's
object, and terminating, as they commenced, with an
acknowledgment of his own dependence on the Great
Spirit. 1If it were possidle to tramslate the compre-
hensive and meleodious language in which he spoke, the
ode might read something like the following:
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"Manitto! Manitto! Manitto!

.Thou are great, thou are good, thou art wise
Manitte! Ilanitto!l

Thou are just

"In the heavens, in the clouds, oh! I see
Many spots--many dark, many red.

In the heavens, oh! I see

liany clouds

"In the woods, in the air, oh! I hear
The whoop, the long yell, and the cry.
In the woods, oh! I hear
The loud whoop!

"danitto! ianitto! Wanitto!l

I am weak, thou art strong; I am slow--
Manitto! Manitto!

Give me aid."

"At the end of what might be called each verse he made
& peuse by raising a note louder and longer than common,
that was peculiarly suited to the sentiment just ex-
pressed. The first close was soclemn, and intended to
convey the idea of veneration; the sceond descriptive,
bordering on the alarming; and the third was the well-
known and terrific war-whoop which burst from the lips
of the young warrior like a combination of all the fright-
ful sounds of battle. The last was like the first, humble
and imploring. Three times did he repeat this song, and
as often did he encircle the post in his dance.”l

At the close of the first turn, the renowned warriors
began enlisting singly in the song and dance wuntil all were
numbered in its mazes. The spectacle was now wildly terri-
fic; the visages of the warriors fierce-looking and menacing;
their tones deep and gutteral. Uncas annowmnced his leader-~

ship of the party by striking his tomshawk deep into the
l. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-355~6
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post and shouting his battle-cry.

"It was & signal which awakened zll the slumbering
passions of the nation. 4 hundred youths, who had
hitherto been restrained by the diffidence of years,
rushed in a frantic body on the fancied emblem of
their enemy, and severed it asunder, splinter by splin-
ter, until nothing remained of the trunk but its roots
in the earth. During this moment of tumult the most
ruthless deeds of war were performed on the fragments
of the tree, with &8 much apparent ferocity as if they
were the living victims of their coruelty. Some were
scalped, and some received the keem and trembling axe,
and others suffered by thrusts from the fatsl knife.

In short, the manifestations of zeal and fierce delight
were so great and unequivecal that the expedition was
declared to be a war of the nation,"!

In "The Prairie”, a group of old hags in order to im-
cite themselves to a state necessary for their murderous
intent, chant "a low monoteomous song that recalled the
losses of their people in various conflicts with the whites,

5 '
and which extolled the pleasures and glory of revenge,”

They were given knives to slay some prisoners as the
best means of getting rid of them, while the men were en-
gaged in defending the encampment.

"Each of the crones, as she received the weapon, com-
menced a slow and measured, but ungainly step, around
the savage, (who distributed the weapons) until the
whole were oireling him in & sort of magic dance. The

movements were timed in some degree by the words of
their songs, as were the gestures by the ideas. When

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-356-7
€. Ibid: The Prairie, p-363
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they spoke of their losses they tossed their long,
straight locks of gray into the air, or suffered them
to fall in confusion upon their withered necks; but,
8s the sweetness of returning blow for blow was
touched upon by them, it was answered by a common howl
a8 well as by gestures that were sufficiently expres-
sive of the manner in which they were exciting them-
selves to the necessary state of fury."l

The ceremony et the last rites over Cora and lhcas was
chiefly in chants "thrillingly soft and wailing™ by the
young women of the nation.

"The words were connected by no regular continuation,

but as one ceased another took up the eulogy or lamen-
tation, whichever it might be called, and gave vent

to her emotions in such language as was suggested by
her feelings and the occasion.”

Their chent varied in tone and pitch with each change

of subject.

"eeseeesesnothing was audible but the murmurs of the
music--relieved, as it was, by those occasional bursts
of grief which mimht be called its choruses.” 3

The entire assembly save Chingachgook seemed charmed
by the tones of voices so sweet. The wildest nor the most
pathetic parts of the lamentations did not divert his
gaze from the lineaments of his beloved son. Speeches of

adulation were sung or spoken by &ll of the gifted men of
the tribe. ‘

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p-363
2. Ibid: The Last of the Mohicans, p-381
3., 1Ibid: p-383
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"Then & low, deep sound was heard, like the suppres-
sed accompaniment of distant musiec, rising just high
snough on the air to be audible, and yet so indis-
tinetly as to leave its character and the place whence
it proceeded alike matters of conjecture. It was,
however, succeeded by another and snother strain, each
in & higher key, until they grew on the ear, first in
long-drawn and oft-repeated interjectioms, and finally
in words. The lips of Chingachgook had so far parted
a8 te announce that it was the monody of the father..

seesssss sesesnseolhe 8trains rose just so loud as
to become intelligible, and then grew fainter and more
trembling, until they finally sunk on the ear, as if
borne away by & passing breath of wind."1

411 ears were directed to the grief-stricken father,
and realizing the depth of his suffering, they relaxed in
their attention to his son, and delicately turned to}the
obsequies of Cora.

Song and dance were used on all festive occasions,
When the warriors returned triumphani from«battlg)songs
of triumph formed a part of their reward,

On several occasions reference is made in these novels
to the sffects of song on the Indian and his iove for it.
When David sang on the battlefield the savages appérently
forgot their mission and stoppred to listen. They openly

expressed their astonishment, admiration and satisfaction

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p-38%
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"at the firmness with which the white warrior sang his
death-aong,”l ' |

At another time when the young man Saﬁg, "The Indians
riveted their eyes on a rock énd.listened with an atten-
tion that seemed to turn them into stana;"g

An Indian in "The Chainbear" aslso declares his love for

song.

It is difficult to reconcile the following statement

found in "Redskins" with the above:

"I took & hurdy-gurdy, and began to play a lively
BifesesccoseseesaNO visible effect was produced on
Susquesus, (an Indian) umless a slight shade of con-
tempt was visible on his dark features.,
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There was nothing surprising in this, the indiffer-
ence of the Indian to melody being almost as marked
as the Negro's sensitiveness to its power,"3

1. Cooper: The last of the Mohicans, p-196

2. 1Ibid: p-61
3. Ibid: The Redskins, p-130
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The Indian Woman

We are not given & very romantic picture of the life of
the average Indien women in these peges. While several love
affairs are recorded, when her position is contrasted with
that bf her fortunate pale-face sister, as the author does,
one is likely to regard her with compassion.

We shall first consider the\encampment, which, for her,
was home.

Her Home

We are given several glimpses of encampments in these
novels. These differ according to the nature of the tribes
inhabiting them. One, of a Huron tribe, eonsisted of some
fifty or sixty lodges, rudely fabricated of logs, brush and
earth intermingled, end arranged with very little attention
to neatness or beauty. As usual, it was unguarded, the
natives dépending more on the secrecy of their position than
on sentinels, S8couts were generally on the look-out at a
distance from the settlement, and if the stranger succeeded
in eluding these, he was not likely to meet with guards near-
er home. The Indians also placed great confidence in their
knowledge of the signs of the forest, and of the long and
difficult path that separated them from those whom they had
most cause to fear. |

A more detailed description is givem of the temporary
encampment of a horde of wandering Sioux, who had been hunt-
ing under the direction of their chief on those grounds which

separated the stationary abodes of his pecople from those of
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the Pawnee tribes. It consisted of about a hundred lodges
arranged without the leagt attention to order, on the edge

of a table~land that overlooked & river. It was not military
now in the slightest degree protected from surprise by its
position or defenses. It bore the appearance of having been
inhabited longer than its occupants had originally intended,
but it was not lacking in signs of readiness for a hasty, or
even a compelled, departure.

"The lodges were tents of skin, high, conical,
and of the most simple and primitive construction.
The shield, the quiver, the lance, and the bow of
its master, were to be seen suspended from a light
post before the opening or door of each habitation.
The different domestic implements of his one, two,
or three wives, as the braves was of greater or
lesser renown, were carelessly thrown at its side,
and here and there the round, full, p tient counten-
ance of an infant might be found peeping from its
comfortless wrappers of bark, as, suspended by a
deer-skin from the same post, it rocked in the pass-
ing eir. Children of a larger growth were tumbling
over each other in piles, the males even at that
early age, making themselves distinguished for that
species of domination, which in after-life was to
merk the vast distinction between the sexes. Youths
were in the bottom, essaying thelr juvenile powers
in eurbing the wild steeds of their fathers, while
here and there a truant girl was to be seen stealing
from her labors to admire their fierce and impatient
daring.” 1

The following paragraph refers especially to the tent of

their chief, Mahtoree, who has been introduced earlier in

these pages. It was

Mewwew=vividly emblazoned with the history of one of
his own boldest and most commended exploits, and --
-- stood a little apart from the rest, as if to de-
note it was the residence of some privileged indivi-
dual of the band. The shield and quiver at its en-
trance were righer than common, and the high distine-
- tion of a fusee attested the ilmportance of its pro-
pristor. In every other particular it was rather

1. Cooper: The Prairie, p. 300.—/
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di stinguished by signs of poverty than of wealth,
The domestic utensils were fewer in number and
simpler in their forms t®mn those to be seen about
the openings of the meanest lodges, nor was there
8 single one of those highly prized articles of
civilized 1life, which were occasionally bought

of the traders, in bargains that bore so hard

on the ignorant natives., All these had been be-
stowed, as they had been acqmired, by the generous
chief, on his subordinates, to purchase an in-
fluence that might render him the master of their
lives and persons; a species of wealth that was
certainly more noble in itself, and far dearer

to his ambition. "

In the discussion of the chiefs, we have seen how influential

this Teton was. Yrom this account of his tent some of the means

he used for preserving his authority are revealed. The interior

of the lodge is next described.

1.

"The appearance of the interior of the lodge
corresponded with its exterior. It was larger than
most of the others, more finished in its form, and
finer in its materials; but there its superiority
ceased. Nothing could be more simple and republican
than the form of living that the ambitious and
powerful Teton chose to exhibit to the eyes of his
people. A cholice collection of weapons for the
chase, and three or four medals, bestowed by the
traders and politicel agents of the Canadas as &
homage to, or rather an asknowledgment of, his
rank, with a few of the most indispensable articles
of personal accommodation, composed its furniture.
It abounded in neither venison nor the wild beef
of the prairies; its crafty owner having well
understood that the liberality of a single in-
dividual would be abundantly rewarded by the daily
contributions of a band. Although as pre-eminent
in the chase as in war, a deer or buffalo was
never seen to enter whole into his lodge. 1In
return, an animal was rarely brought into the en-
campment, that d4id not contribute to support the
family of Mahtoree. DBut the policy of the chief
seldom permitted more to remain than sufficed for
the wants of the day, perfectly sure that all
must suffer before hunger, the bane of savage life,
could lay its fell fangs on so importent a victim.

"Immediately beneath the fevorite bow of the
chief, and encircled in a sort of magical ring of
spears, shields, lances, and arrows, all of which
had in their time done good service, was suspended

"Cooper: The Prairie, p-314



128

the mysterious and sacred medicine bag. It was
highly wrought in wampum, and profusely ornamen t-
ed with beads and procupines' quills, after the
most cunning devices of Indian ingenuity." 1

The attention lavished on this emblem of supernatural
agency, by the chief, was in order that he "might be seen of
men®; for we have already intimated the freedom of his religi-
ous beliefs,

Additional information is given in connection with another.
Huron encampment that consisted of some fifteen or-twenty huts
constructed somewhat similarly to those already described. In
the centre of the huts a fire had been kindled against the roots
of a living oak that sufficed‘for the whole party, the weather
being too mild to require it for any purpose than cooking.

*"0f furniture, they had next to none. Cooking
.Jtensils of the simplest sort were lying near the
fire; a few articles of clothing were to be seen in
or around the huts; rifles, horns, and pouches lean-
ed against the trees, or were suspended from the
lower branches; and the carcasses of two or three
deer were stretched to view on the same natural
shambles,

"As the encampment was in the midst of a dense
wood, the eye could not take in its "tout ensemble"
at a glance; but hut after hut started out of the
gloomy picture, as one gazed about him in quest of
ob jects. There was no centre unless the fire ocould
be s0 considered - no open area where the possessors
of this rude village might congregate; but all was
dark, covert, and cunning, like its owners. &4 few
children strayed from hut to hut, giving the spot
a little the air of domestic life; and the sup~
pressed leaugh and low voices of the women occasional-
ly broke in upon the deep stiliness of the sombre
forest. As for the men, they either ate, slept, or
examined their arms. They conversed but little,
and then usually apart, or in groups withdrawn from
the females; whilst an air of untiring watchful-
ness and apprehension ¢ danger seemed to be blended
with their slumbers,"

Relaxation and general indolence usually followed the
hearty meal at the close of the day's labor. While the men

l. Cooper: The Prairie, p.316,
E. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p.l96-7.
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kept thelr arms near them, the women kept thelir children. The
laughter and chatter of the younger women was in a rebuked and
quiet manner, yet they seemed light-hearted and happy. Re-
ference 1s made to their soft and melodiocus voices. The chiefs
generally assigned the aged women the duty of guarding captive

females,



Her Young

Many intimetions are given of the love which an Indian wo-
mn bears her child, but very little space is devoted to the
child in these novels. Reference has been made to their play,
to their interest in the activities of their elders, and to
their early acquirement of the pertinent traits of Indian -
character. As soon as the boys are of the sge to go‘to the
hunt, and-. on the warpath, they forsake the women: and associate
with men, - such sharp distinctions are drawn between the sexes.

It is the ambition of every lad to go on the warpath. 4
lad in "The Last of the Mohicans" felt honored that he was
given a dangerous mission to perfom. Although wounded as a
consequence, he would not mention it when questioned, but
suffered patiently and proudly. He later stalked among the
fellows of his own age, an object of general admiration and
envy.

Two rather full-length portraits are given of Indian
youths who were old enough to follow the hunt, or to go on
the warpath. One is Uncas in "The Last of the Mohicans";
the other, Conanchet, in "The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish."™ Both
of these lads were young chiefs. We shall first conéider
Uncas.

The beauty of his stature resembled that of a young god:
Moreover, he was brave, courteous, and highly skilled in
wood-craft. In common with other Indian youths, he always

showed great deference to his elders, and accepted censure
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graciously. While his bearing was dignified, he was also
modest and unassuming. In spite of the fact that he fre-
quently made discoveries before his older companions, he
did not reveal them until requested to do so, and then
with the greatest diffidence. |

When moments of leisure and privacy presented them-
selveé on the warpath, the father and son were affectionate
and naturel. The text reads:

"left now in a measure to themselves, the
Mohicans, whose time had been so much devoted to
the interests of others, seized the moment to
devote some attention to themselves., Casting
off, at once, the grave and sustere demeanor
of an Indian chief, Chingachgook commenced
speaking to his son in the soft and playful
tones of affection. Uncas gladly met the
femiliar air of his father; and, --~--- a com-
plete change was effected in the manner of
his (the scout!'s) associates.

"It is impossible to describe the musiec
of their language (while thus engaged in

laughter and endearments) in such a way as to
render it intelligible to those whose ears
have never listened to its melody. The compass
of their voices, particularly that of the youth,
was wonderful -- extending fram the deepest bass
to tones that were even feminine in softness.
The eyes of the father followed the plastic
and ingenius movements of his son with open
delight, end he never failed to smile in reply
to the other's contagious but low laughter.
While under the influence of these gentle and
natural feelings, no trace of ferocity was to
be seen in the softened features of the sagamore.
His figured panoply of death looked more like
a disguise assumed in mockery than s fierce
annunciation of a desire to carry destruction
and desolation in his footsteps.

"After an hour passed in the indulgence
of their better feelings, Chingachgook abrupt-
ly announced his desire to slesp, by wrapping
his head in his blanket and stretching his
form on the naked earth. The merriment of
Uncas instantly ceased; and carefully raking
the coals in such a manner that they woudd
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impart their warmth to his father's feet, the

youth sought his own pillow among the ruins of

the place,” 1

The writer has not hesitated to quote the entire of such
an unsuel picture of Indian life. One can easily imagine the
tenderness of the mother when the father reacted in this
manner. On another oceasion similar to this one, Chingachgook
related to his son,.in his own langusage, and with the pride
of a conqueror, the brief history of a skirmish that had

been fought on the spot they happened to be.
Conanchet

Conanchet was made a prisoner by a devout Puritan family
while he was out scouting around their premises. At that
time he looked to be a lad of about fifteen years of age.

He was not questioned immediately because it was consider-

ed useless, his captors knowing that it was folly to attempt

to make an Indian talk when he didn't choose to do so. He

made no immediate attempts to escape, but refused to be

fettered, showing his disdain of such treatment by & look

of scorn and haughtiness. Cooper describes him as follows:
"In height, form, and attitudes, he was a

model of active, natural, and graceful boyhood.

But while his limbs were so fair in their pro-

portions, they were scarcely muscular; still

every movement exhibited a freedom ani ease which

announced the grace of childhood, without the

smallest evidence of that restraint which creeps

into our air as the factitious feelings of later

life begin to assert their influence." 2

When he was questioned he did not betray by gesture or

sound the purpose of his visit, his own name, or that of his

1. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicens, p. 228-3
2. Cooper: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p.60.
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tribe. He would not play with the children of the héusehold,
but spent his time gazing wistfully in the direction of the
forest where he first drew breath. He would not wear
clothes that were made with an eye of especially appealing
to his Indian tastes, but persisted in his painted waist-
coat and leggings even in cold weather. All attempts to
allure him into civilized habits were completely unsuceess-
ful. He was usually a silent and apparently uninterested
observer of the happenings which went on around him; but

he met the sorutiny of his person or condition with pride,
haughtiness, and stern defiance. Already he bore himself
with the dignity and self-control of a warrior.

It was with extraordinary care that he was kept in
captiVity. One day, however, out of sympathy for his
loneliness and pent-uﬁ desires, he was permitted to go on
a hunting party as a kind of sacred trust. Although he
did not return with the others he came in later in his
usual noiseless manner. That very seame night Indians made
an attack on the Puritan's dwelling. To the credit of the
youth, it must be said, however, that out of the love which
he bore the young mistress of the household for the tender-
ness shown him, he loyally protected her children from being
massacred. All of the oceupants were thought to have been
lost save the little daughter who was taken to his own tribe

where she later became his highly cherished and devoted

wife.
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The Crones

We have already noted the part that the crones among the
women took in the torture of eaptives. On one occasion some
0ld hags were given knives to slay some captives as the easiest
way of getting rid of them, while the men were busy in a skir-
mish with the enemy. They were often more eager for the tor-
ture than the men, and delighted in such entertainments, the
author says, a s the Roman matron did in the fights of the
gladiators. It seems that their interest in the councils
was to help bring to pass the most dire wvengeance on their
vietims. Lives of hardship and bitterness had apperently
wrought such changes in these 0ld women as to make them seem
scarcely a counterpart of their younger sisters.

When Deprslayer was taken prisoner by the Hurons, the old
women showed by thelr scowling looks and angry gestures, that
they would have him tortured; but a group of Indian girls cast
stolen gtances of pity and regret at him. When he refused to
take the old Sumach, whose husband and brother he had killed,
for a wife, the aged women were loud in thelr expressions of
disgust, and the Sumach showed her wrath by insisting that he
be subjected to the most severe torture. It was her right t
decide what manner of revenge she would have.

She was prevailed upon, however, to make an appeal to the
prisoner's sense of justice, before the last measure was re-
sorted to. The author explains:

"As the duties of a mother were thought to be
paramount to all other considerations the widow felt



135

none of the embarrassment in preferring her olaims,
to which even a female fortune-hunter among our-
selves might be liable.”" 1

Besides, there was some attraction in becoming the wife of so
renowned a hunter, among the females of the tribe. Leading
her children by the hand, she presented her case. She offer-
ed to forget the deaths of her husband and brother and enter
with her children into his lodge and say:

"See; these are your children - they are
also mine; feed us, and we will live with you."2

Bhe explained that her boy had no one to teachvhim how
to kill the deer, or to teke scalps, and that her girl would
be handicapped in matrimony by not having a father in her
lodge. DBut her plea was in vein. The effect of the prisoner's
down right refusal of her offer was most @isastrous on the '
woman. We are told:

"If there was anything like tendsrness in her
bosom, - and no woman was, probably, ever entirely
without that feminine quality, - it all disappear-
ed at this plsin announcement. Fury, rage, mortified
pride, and a volcano of wrath, burst out at one ex-
plosion, converting her into a sort of maniac as
it might be at the touch of & magician's wand. With-
out deigning a reply in words, she made the arches
of the forest ring with screams, and then flew at
her victim, seizing him by the hair, which she ap-
peared resolute to draw out by the roots. It was
some time before her grasp could be loosened. For-
tunately for the prisoner, (who was bound) her rage
was blind, since his total helplessness lefti him
entirely at her mercy; had it been better directed,
it might have proved fatael before any relief could
have been offered. As it was, she did suceceed in
wrenching out two or three handfuls of hair, be-
fore the young men could tear her away from her
victim.” 3

Cooper explains that the Indian females, when girls, are

usually mild and submissive, with musical tones, pleasant

1. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p. 537.
2. Ibid.: p.538.
3. Ibic.: p.539.
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voices, and merry laughs; but toil and suffering generally de-
prive them of most of these advantages by the time they have
reached &an age which the Sumach had long since passed. The
latter had so recently been deemed handsome in tribe as not

to have yet realized the great influence that time and ex-

posure had produced on her,
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How the Men Regarded Her:

Her status - duties - marriage

Much of the information in these novels regarding the Indian
woman comes through opinions of them expressed by Indian men and
the Leatherstocking. In "Deerslayer”™, the accurate interpreta-
tion of the character of a woman by some Indians led a white
man to remark:

"After all, what schoolmsster is a matech for an

Indian, in looking into natur®'? Some people think

they are only good on a tréil or the war-path, but

I say that they are philosephers, and understand a

man as well as they understand a beaver, and a woman

as well as they understand eithert}

Deerslayer tells us that an Indian is always tender, touching a
young woman's good name,

In "The Last of the Mohicans" a companion of the scout's
expresses great anxiety about the treatment that same young
women would receive at the hands of their Indian captors. The
Leatherstocking replies:

#—---I know your thoughts and shame be it to our

color that you have reason for them; but he who

thinks that even a Mingo would 1ll treat a woman,

unless it be to tomahawk her,kmows nothin' of

Indian natur' or the laws of the woodsS,-===="2

In "Oak Openings™ the Chippewa expresses himself very free-
ly on the subject of woman to & pale-face friend, in the presence
of a girl whom the latter admired. His idea of a proposal is:

"You ask; she hab - know squaw well - always
like warrior to ask him fuss; den say, yes." 3 -

When told that it takes & pale-face girl same time to know

a youth he replied:

1. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p.23.
2. Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p.239.
3. Ibid: Oak Openings, p-151
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"Juss so wid redskin - sometime don't know
ti11 too late! See plenty dat, in wigwam,"

"Then it is very much in the wigwams as it
is in the houses. I have heard this before.™

"Why not same? - skin make no difference -
pale~face spile squaw, too - make too much of
her."

"That can never be! exclaimed Le Bourdon,
earnestly,-—===- )

"Easy ;nough spile squaw,™ rejoined the
Chippewa. What she good for, don't make her
work? Can't go on war-path - cen't take scalp =
can't shoot deer - can't hunt - can't kill
warrior - so muss work. Dat what squaw good
for."

"That may do among redmen, but we pale-
faces find squaws good for something else - we
love them and take care of them ----; and try
to meke them as camfortable and happy as we can.,"

"Dat good talk for young squaw's ear," re-
turned the Chippewa, a little contemptuously
as to manner; though his real respect for the
bee-hunter, ----- kept him a little within bounds
- "but it bess not taeke nobody in. What Injin
say to squaw, he do - what pale~face say, he
no do."

"I shall be honest, and own that there may
be sane truth in "that" - for the Injun promises
nothing, or next to nothing, and it is easy to
square accounts in such cases, That white men
undertake more than they can perform, is quite
likely to be the fact. The InJjun gets his ad-
vantage in this matter, by not even thinking of
treating his wife as a woman should be treated."”

"How should treat woman?" put in Pegeonswing
with warmth, "When warrior eat venison, gib her
rest, eh? Dot no good - what you call good, den?
If good hunter hustand, she get 'nough - if ain't
good hunter, she don't get 'nough. Just so wid
Injun - sometime hungry, sometime full. Dat way
to livet™

"Ay, that may be your redman's ways, but it
is not the manner in which we wish to treat our
wives. Ask pretty Margery, here, if she would be
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satisfied to wait until her husband had eaten
his dinner, and then come for the scraps. No-
no~ Pigeonswing: we feed our women and children
first, and come in last ourselves.

"Dat good for papoose - he little; want
venison -~ squaw tough; use to wait., Do her
good.™ 1

It was Pigeonswing's idea that women were made to "work

for warrior and cook his dinner"; to care for pappooses, hoe

corn, and tend gardens.

" Magua in "The Last of the Mohicans", in commenting on

the fact that a pauSe was made in the Jjourney for some women

to dine, says,

"The pals-faces makes themselves dogs to
their women, --- and when they want to eat,
their warriors must lay aside the tomahawk
to feed their laziness.”" 2

The comprehensive comments of the author on this point

are both interesting and enlightening. He says:

"At all times the Indian warrior is apt to
maintain the dignified and courteous bearing
that has so often been marked in his race, but
it is very seldom that he goes out of his way
to manifest attention to squaws. Doubtless
these men have the feelings of humanity, and
love their wives and offspring like others;
but it is so essential a part of their training
to suppress the exhibition of such emotions, that
it is seldom that mere looker-on has occasion
to note them." 3

"The reader is not to suppose, however,
because the Indian pays but little attention
to the squaws that he is without netural feel-
ing or manliness of character. In some re-
spects his chivalrous devotion to the sex is,
perhaps, in no degree inferior to that class
which makes a parade of sentiments, and this
quite as much from convention and ostentation
as from any other motive." 4

l. Cooper: Oak Openings, p.1l51-2-3.
2, Cooper: The Last of the Mohicans, p.42.

3.
4.

Cooper: Oek Openings: p.202-3,
Ibid. : Fogllo
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A chief in "0Oak Openings™ mekes the following comments
to his young pale-face friend, on how to get along with her
husband, when she asks him:

"I hope you think I shall have a good
husband, Petert?"

"Hope so, too- nebber know till time

come, All good for little while - Injin

good, squaw good., UJuss like weadder. Bome-

time rain - simetime storm - sometime sun-

shine. Juss so wid Injun, Jjuss so wid

pale-face, No difference. All same., You

see dat cloud? - he little now; but let

wind blow, he grow big, and you see nuttin'

but cloud. Let him have plenty of sunshine,

and he go away; den all clear over head.

Dat bess way to live wid husband." 1

On the subject of marriage, the Indian says:

"Open wigwam door, and she come in,

Dat 'nough. If she don't wish to come in,

can't meke her. Squaw go to warrior she

likes; warrior aske squew he likes, ---" 2

Deerslayer says that Indian weddings have no priests,
and not much religion. Cooper substantiates these remarks
by saying that the savage American is little given to abusing
his power over female captives, and seldom takes into his
lodge an unwilling squaw. The Indian often betrays his ad-
miration for female captives of his own race and of the pale-
faces as well. The author further explains that while rbapsody,
and gallant speeches, and sonnets, form no part of Indian
cour tship, the language of admiration it so universal, through
the eyes, that it is sufficiently easy @f comprehension.

The Bee Hunter in "QOak Openings“was jealous of, and -
anxious about the attention a chief bestowed on the girl he

loved, and urged her to marry him immediately as the wisest

1. Oak Openings, p.359
2. Ibiﬂ.: P0524.
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and safest plan. In connection with this ineldent the author
says that while it was not usual to do much violence to a fe-
mele's inclinations on Such occasions, it was not common to
offer much opposition to those of a powerful warrior. The
marriage tie, if it could be said to exist at all, howsver,
was much respected; and it was far less likely thet a married
women would be appropriated than one unmarried.
"It is true, cases of an unscrupulous exercise

of power are to be found among Indians, as well as

semong c¢ivilized men but they eare rare, and usually

much condemned." 1

An example of such &n unscrupulous exercise of power is
found in "The Prairie"., Chief Mahtoree, who has been frequently
mentioned in thesevpages, became enamored of a young pale-face
woman, who was later taken captive by him. He knew very well
that she was loved by a man who was made prisoner with her, al-
though we are not told that he was aware of the fact that they
were bride and groom. He apparently made no investigations on
this point, however, and showed in no unmistakable manner his
admiration of her. He first attempted to ride on the same
horse with her, but when her husband objected, he diplomatically
gave way.

When she was made ceptive, she was sent directly to the
lodge of his favorite wife. The author tells us that it was
his purpose to have this pale-face woman supplant this gifted
young wife, and to get rid of the husband, who was made a
prisoner with her, by recormending strongly to the council
that he be put to death. Meanwhile he began wooing the young

pale-face. No impression is given that he intended to use any

1. 0ak Openings, p.331-2.
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menner of coercion with her., We shall see that he consider-
ed his proposal an honor, since it came from the chief of
a mighty tribe.

One's sympathy goes out to his young Indian wife in
this matter. She had previously exerted the most powerful
influence on her husband, but now the graces, the attach-
ment, and the fidelity, of the young Indien no longer pleased
her chief. She was, of all the Sioux girls, the lightest-
hearted, and the most envied. She was called Tachechana or
the fawn, being named for her playful and joyous nature.
Her aged father was distinguished for his many deeds of
bravery on the warpath, and her brothers had all sacrificed
their lived for their tribe.

"Numberless were the warriors who had sent

presents to the lodge of her parents, but none

of them were listened to until a messenger from

the great Mahtoree had come. She was his third

wife, it is true, but she was confessedly the

most favored of them all., Their union had exist-

ed but two short seasons and its fruits now lay

sleeping at her feet, wrapped in the customary

ligatures of skin and bark, which fom the

swaddlings of an Indian infant.™ 1

Mahtoree had Jjust returned from an expedition and had
sent the two captive pale-face women, the one in whom he was
interested and her friend, directly to his own lodge. The
young squaw was seated on & low stool admiring the loveliness,
and wondering at the strangeness of those beautiful captives;
while at the same time awaiting the return of the successful

Mahtoree, who had not been ashame to show towards her the tender

feelings of a father end a husband in his moments of inaction.

I, The Prairie, p.318.
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In spite of the presence of these strangers, he entered
the lodge of his favorite wife with the tread and mien of a
master. The rattling of his bracelets, and of the silver or-
naments of his legggings betrayed his presence rather than his
light tread. He ignored the faint expression of pleasure
that burst from the lips of his youthful and secretly rejoic-
ing wife upon seeing him, and directed all of his attentions
to the captives, before whom he placed himself in the haughty
upright attitude of an Indian chief.

Mahtoree was surprised that the strangers should consider
his unannounced visit an intrusion or that they should ask
why he had come., The old trapper was acting as interpretor
and explained to the young women, that Indians think such
fashions and courtesies so light that they would blow away.

The chief then assumed a posture of condescension and re-
peated the following proposal to be interpreted to his captives.

"Sing in the ears of the dark-eye. Tell her

the lodge of Mahtoree is very lmrge, end that it is

not full. She shall find room in it, and none shall

be greater than she. Tell the light-hair that she

too may stop in the lodge of a brave, and eat of

his venison. Mahtoree is a great chief., His hand

is never shut.® 1

The scout attmpeted to explain to him how unconventional
such a message was to women of his race, and how they were ac-
customed to being wooed. He was naturally astonished that a
warrior should humble himself before a waman, but grasciously

acknowledged his error and proceeded to address her 1in this

manner?

1. The Prairie, p.32l.



144

"I am a redskin, but my eyes sre dark. They
have been open since many snows. They have seen
many things - they know a brave from a coward.
When a boy I saw nothing but the bison and the
deer. I went to the hunts, and I saw the cougar
and the bear. This made Mahtoree a man. He talk-
ed with his mother no more. His ears were open
to the wisdom of the old men. They told him
everything - they told him of the Big Knives.

He went on the war-path. He was then the last-
now he is the first. What Dacotah dare say he
will go before Mahtoree to the hunting-grounds
of the Pawnees? The chiefs met him at their
doors, and they said, My son is without a home,
They gave him their lodges, they gave him their
riches, and they gave him their daughters. Then
Mahtoree became a chief, as his fathers had
been., He struck the warriors of all the nations,
and he could have chosen wives from the Pawnees,
the Omahaws, and the Honzas; but he looked at
the hunting-grounds, and not at his village. He
thought a horse was pleasanter than a Decotah
girl, But he found a flower on the prairies,
eand he plucked it and brought it into his
lOdgeo"""""" 1

From this brief lauditory autobiography of himself, we
gleam many ideas of what he considered the most commendable
pursuits of one destined to become great, and of how his
greatness was rewarded in his tribe. When he had finished
this extraordinary address, he sesmed to have no doubts of
his success; for, who in his mind, would refuse one se dis-
tinguished as himself. The girls were left to consider his
proposition. It was never concluded, however, for the mighty
chief fell in battle shortly afterwards.

A word remains to be said about his deserted young wife,
who was a silent observer of all that had happened. In a
similar manner she had been wooed fram the lodge of her father.

When the Teton turned to leave, he was confronted with

the humble and shrinking form of this Indian girl, holding

1. The Prairie p. 322-3,
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thelr infent in her arme. With marble-like indifferenbe,

he signed for her to give place.

"Is not Tachechana the daughter of a
chief?" demanded &8 subdued voice in which
pride struggled with anguish;"were not her
brothers, braves?"

"Go, the men are calling their partisan.
He has no ears for a woman."

"No," replied the suppliant: "it is not
the voice of Tachechams that you hear but
this boy speaking with the tongue of his
mother. He 1s the son of a ¢hief and his
words will go up to his father's ears. Listen
to what he says. When wes Mahtoree hungry,
and Tachechans had not focod for him? When
did he go on the path of the Pawnees and
find it empty, that my mother 4id not weep?
When did he come back with the marks of their
blows, that she did not sing? What Sioux girl
has given a brave son like me? Look at me
well that you may know me. My eyes are the
eagle's. I look at the sun and laugh. In a
little time the Dacotahs will follow meto
the hunts amd on the warpath. Why does nmy
father turn his eyes from the woman who
gives me milk? Why has he so soon for-
gotten the daughter of a mighty Sioux?™ 1

For a single instant, the father seemed moved by this
apostrohe, in which he had been reminded how failthfully
Tachechanea had performsdkthe duties of an Indian wife; but,
"shaking off the greteful SGntiment”, he graphically present-
ed to her the contrast between her own dark beauty and the
pale-face's loveliness. Then, wrapping his robe about him,
and notioning the trapper to follow, he stalked haughitily
from the lodge, muttering sentences about his own greatness
and wisdom,

Tafhechana was almost paralyzed with humility. It was

evident that a bitter struggle was goling on in her breast,

T. The Prairie p.324.
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but soon the convulsions in her features disappeared, "and
her countenance became cold and rigid, like chiselled stone,"
though & single expression of subdued anguish remained
throughout the vieissitudes of her "suffering, female,

savage life,"

She stripped her person of all the rude, but highly
prized ornaments, which her faithless husbend had lavished
on her and meekly tendered them to the woman of his dhoice.

"The bracelets were forced from her wrists,

the complicated mazes of beads from her leggings,
and the broed silver band from her brow. Then

she paused long and painfully, ----ceccccaea--
------- The boy himself was next laid at the
feet of her supposed rivale-ecececmcmcccacea g1

In a low, soft voice, she entreated her rival to deal
gently with him, and to teach him how to become a man, and
not a girl; for the life of a woman is very sad. She would
have him taught how to strike them that do wrong, and never
forget to return blow for blow., Nor would she have him
forget that the skin of his mother was red, and that she
was once the Fawn of the Dacotahs. In her opinion, what
had heappened to her, was the will of the Wehcondah, and &
Sioux girl should not complain.

Pressing a kiss on the lips of her son, she withdrew
to the farther side of the lodge, and, throwing her light
calico robe over her head, she took her scat on the ground
in token of her humility. All efforts to engage her atten-
tion were in vain. Occasionally her voice rose in a sort of
wailing song, from beneath her trembling mantle, but it

never reached the wildness of savage music.

1. The Prairie, p.325.
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But the happenings that were then taking place on the out-
side of the lodge were destined to chenge the fortune of this
stricken girl, She later became the wife of the chief of a
tribe that conquered her own.

The Sioux seems to have had more absolute control over
their wives than most tribes; but everywhere Cooper does
not fail to stress the hard lot of the Indian woman, and
the uncertainty of her position as a wife among a people
who practiced polygamy, and who entertained no lofty ideals

concerning her.
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Conanchet and Narra-Mattah

One of the most beautiful secenes in the novels is that
in which Conanchet, in "The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish", sends for
his pale-face wife to come back to her own village, which she
had completely forgotten. She had been taken into his tribve
when a little girl, and her thoughts,feelings and actions had
become wholly Indian,

As she arrived, her glance was quick and searching; the
half-alarmed and yet understanding manner in which she took
in the situation that confronted her, "was like the half-in-
stinctive knowledge of one accustomed to the constant and
keenest exercise of her faculties."l 1In a lew, sweet voice
she asked, in the Indian tongue:

"Why has Conanchet sent for his woman from
the woods?" 2

Conanchet who was talking to another chief, made no reply.
He scarcely appeared conscious of the speaker's presence, but
continued in maintaining the lofty reserve of a chief engaged
in affairs of importance. For an instant only, a glance of
kindness was cast towards the timid and attentive girl, after
which he remained unchanged in feature, and rigid in limb.

When their interview was over, she repeated her question.
In the conversation which followed the young wife expressed
her great pleasure in being the wife of so renowned a chief,
her hatred of the ursurping race, and mentioned how much rick-

er and more fortunate she was than the other women of her

1. Cooper: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p.322-3,
2.’ Ibidn’ H p.525. .
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trive. *Her mind was his mind", and, that she desired to comply
with his every wish, is very apparent. Conanchet's reaction is
commendable:

_ "The eye of the warrior, as he looked upon the

ingenuous and confiding face of the speaker, was

kind to fondness. The firmness had passed away, and

in its place was left the winning softness of af-

fection, which, aes it belongs to nature, is seen,

at times, in the expression of an Indiaen's eye,

as strongly as 1t is ever known to sweeten the

intercourse of a more polished condition of ex-

istence." 1

When the young wife was reunited with her mother, who had
been looking for her ever since her departure, the chief,
folding his arms on his naked breast, "appeared to summon his
energy, lest, in the scene that he knew must follow, his man-
hood might be betrayed into some act unworthy of his name." 2
When they finally recognized each other, his lofty-minded
spirit was shaken; and, turning aside that none might see the
weakness of so great a warrior, he wept.

Later, he was doomed to die, but asked for a parole that
he might teke leave of his wife and babe. He showed tenderness
and sadness at leaving her; but when she suggested that he live
among the pale-faces rather than meet his impending fate, he
answered with a severity and cold displeasure that she had

never experienced before:

"Woman, I am a sachem, and & warrior among
my peoplei™ 3

1. Cooper: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p.326.
2. Ibid.: p.329
3. Ibid.: p.397.
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His manner wes that of & warrior to his waman, rather
than that of manly softness which he had been accustomed to
use in comnection with his pals -face wife. She was naturally
grieved at having incurred his displeasure; he evidently
considered his reputation as a chief beyond every other ob-
ligation. His parting words to her were in his usual tender

strain:

"Narra-Matteh, thy people speak stirange tra-
ditions. They say that one just man died for
all colors. I know not. Conanchet is a child
among the cunning, and a man with the warriors,
If this be true, he will look for his woman and
his boy in the happy hunting-grounds, and they
will come to him. There is no hunter of the
Nengeese that can kill so meny deer, Let Narra-
Mattah forget her chief till that time, and then,
when she c¢alls him by name, let her speak strong;
for he will be very glad to hear her voice again.
Go! A sagamore is about to start on a long journ-
ey. He takes leave of his wife with a heavy
svirit. She will put a little flower of two
colors hefore her eyes and be happy in its growth.
Now let her go. A sagamore is about to die."l

Narra-Mattah had lived too long in the kindness of this chisf
to sustain such a shock and change in her mode of living. She,

too, died of a broken heart, almost immediately.

I. Cooper: The Wept of Wish-ton-Wish, p.402-3,
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Deerslayer's Observations on Love

Deerslayer's comments on women in love armd in all serious-
ness, but they are likely to strike the reader as being humor-

ous. He says:

"Though no way given to marrying myself, I've
been & looker on among the Delawares, and this is
a matter on which paleface and redskin gifts are
all the ssme. When the feelin' begins, the young
woman is thoughtful, and has no eyes or ears onless
for the warrior that has taken her fancy; then fol-
lows melancholy and singing, and such sort of actions;
after which, especially if matters don't come to plain
discourse, she often flies round.to back-biting and
feult-finding, blaming the youth for the very things
she likes-best in him.," 1

When the vain and beauty-loving Judith offered to give her
clothes for the rescue of a friend, Deerslayer says:

"The same feelin's is to be found among the
young women of the Delawares. I've known 'em,
often and often, sacrifice their vanity to their
hearts. 'Tis as it should be ----- I suppose,
in both colors. Women was created for feelin's,
and is pretty much ruled by feelin'i" 2 ‘

The scout explained more his philoséphy and observatiocns
of love on an ocecasion when Chingachgook confessed that he was

able to detect the laugh of his betrothed from that of the

womén of the Iroquois:

"Ay, trust to a lovyer's ear - for:  that;amd
a Delaware's ears for all sounds that are ever
heard in the woods.-~~-~ when they get to have
kind feelin's toward each other, its wonderful
how pleasant they laugh, or the speech bsecomes
to the other person. I've seen grim warriors
listening to the chattering and the laughing of
young gals as if it was church music,-=~-" 3

Most of his statements are borne out in the discussions

which follow.

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p.237.
2. Ibid., : p.1l65~6,
3. Ibid., ! p.l66-7,
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Indian Women Characters in the Novels

We are given two clearly dslimeated characters of young Indian
women in these noveis: Dew~of-June, the youthful wife of a Tuscarorsa
warrior, Arrowhead; and Wah-tal-Wah, the betrothed of Chingachgook.
A study of their characters reveals how closely an Indian womsn is
attached to her husband and tribe through ties of loyalty, and sympa-
thy with their undersekings. Their reaection to young wamen not of

their group, is as equally interesting.

Wah-tal-Wah

Wah-tai-Wah rendered in English means Hist-oh!=Hist. She was
called Hist by her white friends for short. When she met the half-
witted Hetty proceeding to the camp of the Hurons, where she, her-
self, was held a captive, her concern is clearly manifested in the
following speech:

"Where go? sald a soft female voice, speaking
hurriedly, and in concern. Indian - red man -
savage - wicked warrior - that-a-way."1

A description of the maiden is given next. Her smile was
sunny, her voice was melody itself, and her "acoents and manner
had all the rebuked gentleness that charactserizes the sex among
a people who habitually treat their women as the attendant servi-

tors of warriors."

"Beauty among the women of the aboriginal 4meri-
cans, before they have become exposed to the hardships
of wives and mothers, is by no means uncommon. In this
particular, the original owners of the couhtry were not
unlike their more c¢ivilized successors; nature appear-
ing to have bestowed that delicacy of mien and outline
that forms so great a charm in the youghful femals,
but of which they are so early deprived; and that too,
as much by the habits of domestic life, as from any
other ceusse,

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-185
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"The girl who had so suddenly arrested the steps
of Hetty, was dressed in a calico mantle, that effect-
ually protected all the upper part of her person,
while a short petticoat of blue cloth edged with gold
lace, that fell no lower than her knees, leggings of
the same, and moccasins of deer-skin, completed her
attire. Her hair fell in long dark braids down her
shoulders and beck, and was parted above & low smooth
forsehead, in a way to soften the expression of eyes
that were full of archness and natural feeling. Her
face was oval, with delicate features; the teeth
were even and white; while the mouth expressed a
melancholy tenderness, as if it wore this peculiar
meening in intuitive perception of the fate of a
being who was doomed from birth to endure a woman's
sufferings, relieved by a woman's affections., Her
voice, as has been intimated was soft as the sighing
of the night air, a characteristic¢ of the females
of the race, but which was so conspicuous in her-
self as to have procured for her khe hame of Wah-
tal-lfigheeea-m "1

Because of her apparent trustworthiness, she had been allowed
to wander around the encampment by the Furons, who knewkthat her
trail could be followed in the event of flight, but who did not
know that her lover was near. Of the two girls, she was the most
willing to speak, and far readier in foreseeing consequences, and
in devising means to avert them. She spoke the English tongue in
the usual abbreviated mamner of an Indian, but fluently, end with-
out the ordinary reluctance of her people.

After telling her new acquaintance that she belonged to the
"eood Delaware™ tribe that was friendly to the Yengeese, and who
only took scalps for honor rather than for blood, as the Hurons
did, she led the simple girl to & place of concealment. The con-
versation which followed is marked by sincerity and mutual interest
on the part of both. Hist believed that it was "wicked t'ing for
pale-face to scalp“ because the good Deerslayef had always said v

so. Her impulsive nature is shown by her warm defense of the

1. Cooper: The Deerslayer, p. 185-6.
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custom of scalping by red warriors. She declared that the Maniton

smiiled and was pleased "when he see young warrior come back from
1

the warpath, with two, ten,hundred scalp on a polel™

When Hetty revealed that Chingachgook was in her father's
cabin, the tell-tale blood deepened the rich color that nature
had bestowed on fair Indian girl, end her blush gave new anime-
tion and intelligence to her jet-black eyes. She sighed out his

harsh name in sounds so soft and gutteral as to cause it to reach

the ear in melody.
Hetty's winsomeness, simplicity and utter lack of guile

attracted the young Indian girl so strongly that she threw her

arms around her saying:

"You good", ~~-~=; "you good, I know; it's so
long since Wah-ta!-Wah have a friend - a sister -
anybody to speak her heart to. you Hist friend;
don't I say trutti®
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"Deerslayer and Chingachgook great friend, and no
the same color; Hist and - what your name, pretty
paleface?"

"I am called Hetty, though when tiey spell the
name in the Bible, they always call it Esther."

"What that make? - no good, no harm. No need

to spell name at all. Moravian try to make Wah-tai .-

-Wah spell, but no won't let him. No good for

Delaware girl to know too much ~ know more than

warrior some time¢; that great shame., —ww==- " 2

It was natural that, being betrothed, Hist should turn the
conversation on love, Accordingly she inquired of Hetty's love
affair. When the latter confided an attachment for a young man,
but declared she would die if he knew it, Histreplied with a
warmth that showed Just how indignantly she felt such a disregard

of her sex's most valued privilege.

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p. 188
2, Ibid.: p. 190
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"Why he no ask you, himself? Brave - looking -

why not bold-speaking? 7Young warrior ought to

ask young girl; no make young girl spsek first.

Mingo girls too shame for that." 1
Later she says that a young warrior must tell young girl when
he want to make wife, else never can live in his wigwam.

When Hetty frankly explained that she was half-witted, pity,
reverence, and tenderness seemed to be struggling together in
the bosom of the young Indian. 8he now willingly led her to the
camp of the Hurons, for she knew that "in many tribes the mentally
imbecile and mad were held in a species of religious reverence,"?

Her request that Hetty should not reveal the secret of her
lover's presence in the vicinity was made in the following naive

manner.:

"Now you love Hist, I know, Hetty, &nd so,
among Injuns, when love hardest never talk most."

"That's not the way smong white people who
talk most about them they love best."

" "Tnet what Deerslayer call gift. One gift

to talk; ttudder gift to hold tongue, -==v-e-—--

~-====Good girl never tell secred of friend." 3

All during Hetty's visit, Hist was her devoted and faith-
ful friend. Without intruding the opinion of her sex and years
on the men and warriors of the tribe, by tack and ingenuity,
she ineited them to cuestion her about the girl when she ex-
plained the sacredness of her character. She next set about
the preparation of a meal for her new friend, keeping, at the
same time, a constant watchfulness on the reaction of the chiefs
towards the stranger.

The fact .that Hist was called to act as interpreter in the
gonversation between Hetty and the chiefs not only gave the
1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p. 191

2. Ibid.: p.193
3. Ibid.: p.l94
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girl an excuse to be with her friend, but also the opportunity
to practice ®wvery artifice that her Indian education offered,
to keep concealed the presence of her lover. The author ex-
rlains:
"One unpractised in the expedients and opinions

of savage life, would not have suspected the readi-

ness of invention, the wariness of action, the high

resolution, the noble impulses, the deep self-devo-

tion, and the feminine disregard of self, where the

affections were concerned, that lay concealed be-

neath the demure looks, the mild eyes, and the sunny

smiles of this young Indian beauty.f 1

Hetty had come secretly to the Huron camp to try to effect
the release of her father and a friend who had, on the previous
night, attempted to steal into the encampment in order to take
scalps to sell to the Canadian governor, or to the provinces
for gold. Knowing that nothing would be gained by equivocation
or unmanly dread of Indien wrath, the men sdmitted to the chiefs’
the true object of their quests This frank avowal of their
purpose brought no censure upon them, the Indians seeming
rather to express satisfaction that the prisoners were worthy
subjects of the ir revenge; besides, they did not censure in
others what they deemed meritorious when committed by them-
selves,

When the opportunity presented itself, Hist entered read-
ily into the plan to effect the escape of the prisoners, say-
ing

"Iisten; --=-- Wah-tal!-Wah no Iroquois - all
over Delaware - got Delaware heart - Delaware feel-
ing. She prisoner, too. One prisoner help t'udder
prisoner. No good to talk more, now, Darter stay
with fader - Wah-tal-Wah come and see friend - all
look right - then tell what he do."™ 2

T. GCooper: Deerllayer, p.202.
2, Ivid., : p.212.
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Meanwhile, Hetty returned to her home. Chingachgook, who
was there with Deerslayer, did not conceal his desire to know
about his "little wren". With a gentleness of tone and manner
that one would have scarcely have thought possible, but with
an eagerness that almost frightened the wimple reporter, he
asked,

"What she sing most - how she look - often
she laugh?® 1

After satisfying his desire on these points, Hetty proceed-
ed to tell Chingachgoodk tha$ he must treat Hist more as pale-
faces do thelr wives when she beocome his wife. The Indian re-
rlied:

"Wah-tal-Wah no pale~face - got redskin;

red heart, red feelints, All red; no pale-

face. Must carry pepoose." 2

Hetty did not object to this but insisted on his being
gentle and good to her., Chingachgook gravely bowed, but welcomed
the interruption that followed.

The Delaware had come to rescue his fiancee from the Hurons,
end, in Deerslay=r's opinion, his passionate(love for her had
reacted disastrously on his reason. The indiscreet suggextion
he made, to effect her rescue, was proof that he was not using
his usual cunning and wisdom. The 0ld scout was present, how-
ever, to steady him, and after the first indiscretion of this
kind, he was afterwards more caloulating and cautious.

Hist was rescued in true form, but Deerslayer was made

captive in the venture. The reaction of the younger women of

the tribe to her escape is interesting. The author says:

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p.251.
2. Ibid.: p.251.
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"Their female sympathles were with the lovers,
while their pride was bound up in the success of
their tribe, It is possible, too, that the superior
personal advantages of Hist rendered her dangerous
to some of the younger part of the group, and they
were not sorry to find she was no longer in the way
of their own ascendency. On the whole, however, the
better feeling was most prevalent; for neither the
wild condition in which they lived, the clannish
pre judices of the tribes, nor their hard fortunes
as Indian women, could entirely conguer the inex-
tinguishable leaning of other sex to the affections.
One of the girls ever laughed at the disconsolate
look of the swain who might fancy himself deserted
..... M1

A mnst'delightful scene is given at the opening of chapter
twenty-five, in "Deerslayer", of the meeting of the lovers. Hist,
fresh from her morning toilet, appeared in all of her youth and
beauty. Her coal-black hair was arranged in a single knot; her
calioco dress was belted tight to her slender waist; and her
little feet were concealed in gaudily ornamented mocoasins.

"The meeting between the lovers was simple but
affectionate, The chief showed a manly kindness,
equally removed from boyish weakness and haste; while
the girl betreyed in her smile and half-averted lboks,
the bashful tenderness of her sex. Neither spoke un-
less it were with the eyes, though each understood
the other as fully as if a vocabulary of words eand
protestations had been poured out.® 2

The chief noted every detail of her dress, particularly
some effective ornaments that her pale~face friends had bestow-
ed upon her. He seatéd himself and made a gésture for her to

take another by his side.

"This done, he continued thoughtful and silent
for a minute, maintaining the reflecting dignity of
one born to take his seat at the council-fire, while
Hist was furtively watching the expression of his
face, patient and submissive, as became a woman of
her people.m" 3

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, p.322.
2, Ibid.,: p.464.
3. Ivid.,: p.465.
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He then painted out to her the beauties of the lake, and

eddressing her as "Honeysuckle of the Hills" spoke of the fear

that they would travel alone to their tribe. 8he understood that

the reference was made to the captivity of Deerslasyer. The fate

of the latter was then openly broached and lamented. Afterwards,

YA long thoughtful pause succeeded, during
which Hist stealthily took the hand of the chief,
as if seeking his support, though she scarce ventur-
ed to raise her eyes to a countenance that was now
literally becoming terrible; under the conflicting
passions and stern resolution that were struggling
in the breast of the owner,

"What will the son of Uncas do?" the girl at
length timidly asked. "He is a chief and is already
celebrated in coun#il, though so young; what does
his heart tell him is wisest? does the head, too,
speak the same words as the heart?"

"What does Weh-tal-Wah say, at a moment when
my dearest friend is in danger. The smallest birds
sing the sweetest; it is always pleasant to hearken
to thelr songs. I wish I could hear the Wren of the
Woods in my difficulty; its note would reach deeper
than the ear.®l

It is easy torimagine the profound gratification and pleasure

the young woman experienced on being requested by her future

husband, in such endearing. terms to express her ideas and sen-

timents on the matter. Pressing the hand she held between her

own, she answered:

"Wah-tal-Wah says that neither she nor the
Great Serpent coculd ever laugh again, or ever
sleep without dreaming of the Hurons, should
the Deerslayer die under a Mingo tomahawk, and
they do nothing to save him. She would rather
g0 beeck, and start on her long path alone, then
let such 2 dark cloud pass before her happiness.”

"Bood! The husband and the wife will have
but one heart; they will see with the same eyes,
and feel with the seme feelings,"2

1. Cooper: Deerslayer, -p-466
2, Ibid: p-467
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Later, when Chingachgook told Deerslayer that he had no
idea of deserting him, the latter objected, saying that he
now had Hist to think of. The Indian replied:

"Hist is a daughter of the Mohicians: she
knows how to obey her husband. Where he goes
she will follow. Both will be with the Great
Hunter of the Delawares -~-- tomorrow." 1

The speech which this Indian girl makes in reply to a re-
quest from the Hurons that she return, and aid in effecting a
peaceable settlement, not only illustrates her tribal loyalty

but is also an example of the beautiful lan guage Cooper per-

het’
mits j;bo use,

"Tell the Hugons, Deerslayer,™ she sald,
that they are as ignorant as moles; they don't
know the wolf from the dog. Among my people the
rose dies on the stem where 1t budded; the tears
of the child fall on the graves of its parénts;
the corn grows where the seed has been planted.
The Delawere girls are not messengers, 10 be
sent, 1liké belts of wampum, fran tribe to tribe.
They are honeysuckles that are sweetest in thelr
own woods; their own young men carry them away
in their bosoms, because they are fragrant;-----
Even the robin and the marten come bsack, year
after year, to their old nests; shall a woman
be less true-hearted than a bird? Set the pine
in the clay and 1t will turn yellow; the willow
will not flourish on the hill; the tamaraek is
healthiest in the swamp} the tribes of the sea
love best to hear the winds that blow over the
salt water. As for a Huron youth, what is he to

"~ a maiden of the kenni Lenape? He may sing a
sweet wong for the girls of Canada, but there is
no music¢ for Wah, but in the tongue she has
listened to from childhoodw===="o

The Hurons had intimeted that she hed taken away with her the
affections of one of thelr young men, hence she closed her
speech by expressing her entire devotion to the young pine

of the family of Uncas, her betrothed.

l. Cooper: Deerslayer, p-470
2. Ibid: p-429
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Dew-of=June

Dew-of-June was a patient and submissive 1little wife, who
seldom turned her full, rich bleck eye on her husband but to
express equally her respect, her dread, and her love. He was
in disgrace with his own people, and was acting temporarily
with the Iroquois on the side of the French, though at present
he was feigning friendship with the English in order to carry
out his plans. He had a wigwam but was seldom in it, so his
wife t ravelled with him on his many migrations since most of
the distances were passed over in canoes. She was accustomed to
solitude and the gloom of the forest, and felt no apprehension
when left alone in it. When introduced in the story, the husband
and wife are making a trip with a white girl and her uncle., The
perty was later joined by Pathfinder and a young sailor.

The story of Dew-of-June is that of her friendship for
this pale-face girl, Mabel Dunham, and of her loyalty to her
own peopls.

"During the time she had travelled in company

with this woman, Mabel had been won by the gentle-

ness of manner, the meek simplicity, and the mingled

awe and affection with which she regarded her husbang.

Once or twice in the course of the Journey, she fancied

the Tuscarora had manifested toward herself an une

pleasant degree of attention; and on those occasions

it had struck her that his wife exhibited sorrow and

mortification. As Mabel, howesver, had more than com-

pensated by any pain she might, in this way, uninten-
tionally have caused her companion, by her own kind-

ness of manner and attentions, the woman had shown

much attachment to Jher, and they had parted with a

deep convintion on the mind of our heroine (Mabel)
that in the Dew-of-June she had lost a friemd." 1

1. Gooper: The Pathfinder, p.315-16.
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When the Indiens, led by her husband, were planning an
attack on the whites, she came at a gréat risk to herself to
warn her friend of her danger. After a tender and affectionate
greeting between them)June confided that if Arrowhead knew,”
of her visit he would bury a tomahawk in her head. On being
assured that he would never know, she advised the girl to stay
in the block-house during the raid for safety. She knew the
exact state of affairs on tle island for she had been sent to
it previously as a spy by her husband. She had also penetrat-
ed the secret love affair of Mabel's for the young sailor.

When asked if her husband were near, she replied, laying her
hand on her heart:
"Husband always near wife, here.” 1

She answered all of Mabel's anxious inquiries as directly
as the knowledge of the language permitted, but she was too
true to her husband and tribe to reveal more than the occasion

required. Mabel naturally wished to warn her companions of the
coming attack but the girl protested saying:
"Arrowhead know - see everything, and June

be kill - June come to tell young pale-face

friend not to tell men. Every warrior watch

his own scalp. June squaw, and tell squaw; no

tell men.," 2

Mabel wasrgreatly disturbed at this declaration from her
friend and hesitated a moment in an effort to get a mental grasp
of the situation. June, noting her indee¢ision, gravely pre-

pared to tmke her léave; but, after all she had hazarded for

her sake, Mabel could not suffer the girl to go without giving

1. GCooper: The Pathfinder, p.322.
2, Ibid.: p.326
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her the definite assufance that she would abide by the arrange-
ment. June showed her native readiness and ingenuity in connection
with the signal to be uéed as the approach of danger, and in the
manner in which she glided noiselessly awey from the island.

When the siege began she stole back to be with Mabel in
the block-house. The latter's delight on seeing her, at this
time of perll, knew no bounds, and June was equally as happy
that her advice had been followed. When Mabel told her that
Arrowhead had killed the wife of one of the men, she replieds

*June know - June see, very bad, Arrowhead no
feel for any wife - no feel for his own."

"Ah} June; your life, at least is safel"
"pon't know - Arrowhead kill me if he knew all."
"God bless and protect you, June - he will
bless and protect you for your humanity.=-=
"Your atteck was awfully sudden, Juneil"
"Tuscarorai™ returned the other, smiling with
exultation at the dexterity of her husband. "Arrow-
head great warrior.™ 1
Later when the warriora worked all manner of artifices with
the dead bodies, June said, in a way to show that she rather
approved of then condemned the practices:
"puscarora very cunning. Do soldier no hamm
now; do Iroquois good; got the scalp, first; now
make bodies work. By and by, burn em." 2
She understood the method of warfare of her people, and
explained, in answer to a question from Mabel, that the block-
house would not be burned because the Indians expected others
to arrive on the island, and wished to lure them into an ambush.

Nothing must be done to betray their presence. Moreover, the

- I. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.344.
2. Ibid', : P0562
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building would not burn easily since the logs, out of which it
was constructed, were green and wet.

On one occasion when samne of the warriors approached the
block as if to attack i1t, June thrust the muzzle of a rifle
through an opening and fired in order to frighten them away.

Supposing men to be in the block—house)they quickly sought

N

cove{)while the young wife laughed at her expedient.

Arrowhead was in the approaching party and Mabel, who
thought the girl was firing with the intention to kill, object-
ed to her taking a shot agsinst her own husband. June wented to
know lmter why she was s0 rcuch afraid Arrowhead would be killed.
Mabel innocently and frankly expressed hew horrible it would
have appearéd to her to have seen a wife destroy her own husband.

"Very sure, dat alli®™
"That was all, June, as God is my Jjudge - and
surely that was enough.~-~-- What other motive can

you suspect?"

"Don't know. Poor Tuscarora gal very foolish,
Arrowhead great chief, and look all around him.
Talk of pale-face bsauty in his sleep. Great chief
likXe many wives."

"Can a chief possess more than one wife, Juns,
emong your people®®

tHave as many as he can keep - great hunter
marry often. Arrowhead got only June now, but he
look too much - sse too much - talk too much of
pale-face gallm™ 1
As intimated above, Mabel's consciousness of Arrowhead's
attentions during their journey had given her no little distress.
She now wondered what effect the knowledge of the situation would

have on June's behavior, but a glance at the honest face of the

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.347.
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girl revealed no'signs.of treachery or hatred.

"You will not betray me, June," Mabel said,
pressing the other's hand, and yielding to an
impulse of generous confidence. "You will not
give up one of your own sex to the tomahawk?."

"No tomahawk touch you - Arrowhead no let
'em. If June must have sister-wife, love to have
you,"

"No, June; my religion, my feelings, both
forbid it; and, if I could be the wife of an
Indian at all, I would never take the place that
is yours, in a wigwam." 1

June did not reply but she looked gratified, even grateful.
Even though her husband might marry a dozen wives, she knew of
no Indian girl, of his acquaintance, whose personal attractions
could compare with her own, or whose influence she need dread.
This was not true in the case of Mabel, but the latter's winning
mamers, kindness, and gentlemess had offset the dreadful pangs

of Jjealousy.

"In a words, June, with a wife's keenness of
perception had detected Arrowhead!s admiration of
Mabel; end instead of feeling that harrowing jealousy
that might have rendered her rival hateful, as would
have been apt to be the case with a woman unaccustom-
ed to defer to the superior rights of the lordly sex,
she had studied the looks and character of the pale-
face beauty, until, meetingwith nothing to repel her
own feelings, but everything to encourage them, she
had got to entertain an edmiration and love for her,
which, though certainly very different, was scarcely
less strong than that of her husband. Arrowhead

- himself had sent her to warn Mabel of the coming
deanger, though he was ignorant that she had stolen
upon the island in the rear of the assailants, and
was now intrenched in the citadel along with the
object of their Jjoint care." 2

Mabel's father was a member of the party expected on the
island, and for which the Indians were lying in ambush. The

knowledge of this almost drove the poor girl frantic, but, in

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.347-8,
2. lbid.: p.348.
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spite of June's gentleness and womanly feeling, she showed
her coolness and decision by not letting Mabel interfere.
She archly asked Mabel if she would run and tell the French
that her father was coming to gain victory, and explained
that the cause of her husband and her tribe was her own.

The drunken condition of the warriors around the build-
ing reminded June of ann incident in connection with her mother,
which she told Mabel, prefacing it with the remarks that Mabel
did not have the heart to do the same; and, even if she did,
she would not permit her.

"June's moder prisoner once and warriors got

drunk; moder tomahewked ‘em all. Such the way red-

skin women do, when people in danger and want

scalp.”" 1

When Mabel earnestly expressed her intentions of getting
a canoe and attempting to notify her father of what had happen-

ed on the island June threatened to e¢all her husband.

"Junet! you could not betray me - you would not
give me up, after all you have done for me?"

nJust so," returned June, making a backward

gesture with her hand, and speaking with a warmth

and earnestness Mabel had never witnessed in her

before. "Call Arrowhead in a loud voice. One call

from wife, make a warrior up. June no let Lily

help enemy - no let Injun hurt Lily." 2

Mabel eould not help but appreciate June's position eoncern-
ing her people, for it was so similar to her om. DBetween them-
selves there was perfect confidence and affection, but towards
their respective people, entire fidelity.

In connection with this conflict, Arrowhead lost his life.
The inconsolate grief of the young wife at this irreparable loss

is heart-rending.

1., Gooper: The Pathfinder, p.357.
2. Ibid.: p.357-8.
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"June had suffered her hair to fall about her
face, had teken a seat on a stone that had been dug
from the extavation made by the grave, and was hang-
ing over the spot that contained the body of Arrow-
head, unconsecious of the presence of any other. She
believed, indeed, that all had left the island but
herself, and the tread of the guide's moccasined
foot was to noiseless rudely to undecéive her.
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"Dew-of-June?® he said solemnly but with an
earnestness that denoted the strength of his
sygpathy - "you are not alone in your sorrow., Turn,
and let your eyes look upon a friend."”

"June has no longer any friend! the woman
answered; "Arrowhead has gone to the happy hungting-
grounds, and there is no one left to care for Juns.
The Tuscaroras would chese her from their wigwams;
the Irogquois are hateful in her eyes, and she could
not look at them. No! - leave June to starve over
the grave of her husband."

"Thig will never do - this will never do. 'Tis
agin' reason and right, You believe in the Maniton,
June?"

"He has hid his face from June, because he is
angry. He has left her alone to die."

Pathfinder tried to explain that the Maniton of the pale-
faces strikes the heart with grief in order to bring about self-
reflection and better behavior; that the Great Spirit had meant
well to her in taking away Arrowhead, less she be led astry
by his wily tongue and bad companions. Disregarding this know-
ledge of her husbanmi's treacherous actions, she replied with
pride that Arrowheadwaas a great chief,

June absolutely refused to abandon his grave for a month,
during which time the scout provided her with food. Oecasionally
they held short conversations. June slept in securlity in one of
the abandoned huts.,

Around the end of the month Chingachgook came with news

of a pressing engagement for himself and the scout. dJune saw
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that her guardian was distressed and tried to console him. He
told her that they would have to leave on the morrow and that
she would go with them, since she had now become reasonable,
and %he season was already late enough to render the nights
uncomfortable with so little protection.

"June assented in the meek manner of an Indian
woman, and she withdrew to pass the remainder of her
time near the grave of Arrowhead. Regardless of the
hour and the season, the young widow did not pillow
her head during the whole of that autumnal night.
She sat near the spot that held the remains of her
husband, and prayed in the manner of her people, for
his success on the endless path on which he had =
lately gone, and for their remnion in the land of the
just. Humble and degraded as she would have seemed
in the eyes of the sophisticated and unreflecting,
the image of God was on her soul, and it vindicated
its divine origin by aspirations and feelings that
would have surprised those who, feigning more, feel
less." 1

She passed the remainder of her short life in the cottage
of Mabel on the lake-shore, and was buried on the island by
the side of Arrowhead. The double loss tribe and husband had

borne too heavily upon her, thus bringing about her early death.

1. Cooper: The Pathfinder, p.463.
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Summary and  Comclusion

Cooper has differentiated between the individual tribes
of his Indians in such particulars as dress, the construction
of the wigwam, and in certain habits and customs; but most of
his characterizations, and practically all of his general com-
ments, relate to the race as a Whole. For example, the western
tribes engage in buffalo hunting and use horses; the Iroquois
are especially warlike; the Delawares zre more friendly with
the whites; but all possess certain fundamental traits, of both
& good and bad nature, and follow certain practices in common,

Their government is more democratic than despotic. The
chiefs exercise the highest authority and preside over the
councils in which the business of the tribe is transacted. At
these councils their high and courteous bearing is especially
evident.

Indians place gréat emphasis on physical fitness and per-
sonal prowess. Each warrior strives to obttain a name for him-
self by his deeds of daring and bravery. He will endure hard-
ships and &ll kinds of torture, when it is wnavoidable, with
this end in view.

The warrior has a proud and haughty bearing, snd a very
exalted opinion of the dignity of his position. He generally
conceals his emotions and wears a face of inscrutibility, es-
pecially in the presence of stfangers. When at home, he
spends his time in eating and sleeping, except when following
some pleasure. Paind and ornaments are used on special occa-

sions. The usé of the former in warfare, is to intimidate ~: . -
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the enemy.

What might be called a double standard of morals is fol-
lowed by the Indian. It is epitomized in the expression:
"Never forgive an enemy; never forget a friend." Revenge is
regarded as a virtue, and towards the ememy, all manner of
deceit, cunning, and treachery is practiced, but the friend
is dealt with honestly. It is not unusual to sacrifice one's
life for a friend, while that of the enemy is eagerly sought.

Only individuals in the white race are considered as friends;

for there is a general feeling of hatred and distrust towards
"pale-faces", for the simple reason that they were usurping
the redman's hunting-grounds.

Ambuah and surprise form two of the most important fea-
tures of their warfare. It is necessarily conducted with
great caution and wariness, as a.result of past experiences
and because of their primitive methods and implements. They"
frequently accept defeat rather than hazard more than results
will justify. Honor and success with most tribes, are in pro-
portion to the number of scalps taken, Some Indisns are
naturally more brutal than others; but all possess strong
passions, and when aroused in warfare, they frequently commit
indiscribable horrors. At such times, it requires a powerful
chief to held them in cheak.

Unhurt prisoners are not ordinarily scalped. Those who

do not escape are adopted into the tribe, ransomed, or tor-
tured. They are often bribed by mere baubles. Medicine-men,
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the mentally deficient, and, usually, missionaries, are re=-
garded as sacred characters and are therefore unmolested.

Song and dance form a part of their religious practices,
They belisve in good and evil spirits, in magic, and super-
natural powers. According to Cooper, they have a rather defi-
nite conception of a singlé all-powerful Deity, which is
called by different names in different tribes. The name "Great
Spirit" is common to all. Their religious beliefs have been
influenced by the teachings of the missionaries. The good and
Just Indian enjoys anvideal life after death in the Happy Hunt-
ing-grounds, where the spirit mwnites again with the body; dut
the bad Indiam ocecupies a menial position there. For both
types it is a long voyabe, and for that reason food, implements
of war, and all necessary articles are placed beside the dead
body.

Indians have a high respect for law and Jjustice as they
conceive of them. Property rights are respected within the
trive, and between friendly tribes; lying and theft are only
permissible with the enemy. A high premium is placed on
tribal loyalty; cowardice and treason being punishable by
death. Boasting, on certzin occasions, is considered a vir=-
tue. Their traditions are surprisingly accurate.

A1l actual work is done by the squaws. In the opinion
of the Indian, this is right; since work, in the ordinary
sense of the word is considered degrading to the dignity of
the warrior, and women are their servitors. The status of
women is consequently, very low, and their lives are filled

with hardships and uncertainties. They are, as a matter of



- 172 -

course, meek, loyal, and submissive to their husbands., T¥hen
young they possess much beauty and musical voices. The old
crones are frequently more bloodthirsty than the men.

Polygamy is practiced by the more affluent, though not
more than three wives are mentioned in connection with any
one chief. The aonsent of the woman is necessary for the
marrisge contract, forced marriages being cemsured, and there-~
fore of infrequent ocourrencs.

Indians respect the chastity of a woman; they also mani-
fest great respeot for age. Ordinarily their bearing is
marked by an unusually high sense of courtesy. Sacred rites
of hospitality are extended to the stranger.

Their language is smooth, graphic and epigrammatiec,

The author makes several references to their Oriental
origin.

Theirvcredulity and inferiority to the whites, in cus-
toms, and adaptations in general, are always evident;‘even
in their own realm of experience. They show great respect
for the white man's opinion. Whether Mohican or Huron, the
redman is represented as a people who cannot share the white
men's ideals and is therefore doomed.

In spite of the romantic qualities of these novels, it
is surprising how well-grounded in facts the basic traits and
customs of these Indians are. One or two instances might be
cited of defective wooderaft, but these are mere trifles when
compared with the innumerable examples of their sensitiveness

to, and knowledge of, all that pertains to the forest. 4s
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has been stated, Cooper seems to credit them with more compre-
hensive ideas concerning the Diety than is warranted by pres-
ent-day research; he also seems to place too much emphasis on
the truth of their traditions; but, in other essentials, he
has not fallen far short of themark. One must alweys bear in
mind that the Indian, as he is today, is a very different in-
dividual from what he was in Cooper's time; but even with the
author, he is a creature of passion, and an avenger of his
wrongs; yet, withal, he is possessed of the basic feelings of
humgnity. The following poem which is illustrative of the
author's attitude towards the Indien is placed at the beginning
of one of the chapters.
" We call them savage--Oh, be just!

Their outraged feelings scan;

A voice comes forth, 'tis from the dust--

The savage was a mani "1

Sprague

It is thus that Cooper has treated him and succeeded in por-
traying a2 distinct and coherent racial character. It cannot
be too strongly emphasized that --giving prominence to certain
of their virtues, he has not neglected to depict, in the most
uncompromising colors, their savage traits, In fact, his good
Indians are the exception, rather than the rule, and are
generally accounted for in some manner. No doubt, it is the

truth of these portraitures that account very largely for their

immortality and the author's increasing popularity.
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