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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Background and Purpose 

A c h i l d ' s b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s a r e j u s t as much a p a r t o f t h e 

t o t a l home p i c t u r e as p a r e n t s . T here i s a s c a r c i t y o f r e s e a r c h ex­

p l o r i n g t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f s i b l i n g s f o r one a n o t h e r . " S i n c e t h e 

s o c i e t y t r a d i t i o n a l l y h o l d s t h e p a r e n t s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e behav­

i o r o f t h e c h i l d , t h e f o c u s o f r e s e a r c h has been a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y 

on t h e p a r e n t - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p . " ' I n t h e e x t e n s i v e s t u d i e s o f 

o r d i n a l p o s i t i o n , i n v e s t i g a t o r s have u s u a l l y examined t h e v a r i a t i o n s 

i n p a r e n t a l t r e a t m e n t o f c h i l d r e n because o f t h e i r p o s i t i o n i n 

b i r t h o r d e r . 

C o n f o r m i t y t o p r e s s u r e s f r o m peers i s seen by a number o f 

i n v e s t i g a t o r s as a f u n c t i o n o f age f r o m t h e p r e - a d o l e s c e n t t h r o u g h 

t h e a d o l e s c e n t p e r i o d . The i n f l u e n c e w h i c h c h i l d r e n i n t h e home 

have on each o t h e r has been g i v e n l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n . The s t u d y o f 

s i b l i n g i n f l u e n c e i s needed f o r an adequate u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 

s i g n i f i c a n c e o f b r o t h e r s and/or s i s t e r s on t h e p e r s o n a l i t y d e v e l o p ­

ment, s o c i a l c o n t r o l , a c h i e v e m e n t , and m o t i v a t i o n o f each o t h e r . 

An u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e e x t e n t o f such i n f l u e n c e w o u l d be o f 

• Donald P. I r i s h , " S i b l i n g I n t e r a c t i o n : A N e g l e c t e d A s p e c t 
i n F a m i l y L i f e Research," Sourcebook i n M a r r i a g e and t h e F a m i l y , 
ed. by M a r v i n B. Sussman ( B o s t o n : Houghton M i f f l i n Co., 1 9 6 8 ) , pp. 
2 9 3 - 3 0 0 . 
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p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o p a r e n t s and t o t e a c h e r s o f j u n i o r and s e n i o r 

h i g h s c h o o l s t u d e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t e a c h i n g p e r s o n a l and f a m i l y 

r e l a t i o n s . 

Problem 

I n t h i s s t u d y an a t t e m p t was made t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r s i s t e r s 

have a g r e a t e r i n f l u e n c e t h a n do peers on s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e de­

c i s i o n s made by e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l s ; i f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f s i s t e r s 

v a r i e s by t h e t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s made; i f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f an o l d e r 

s i s t e r v a r i e s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e grade l e v e l o f t h e e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t 

g i r l ; w h e t h e r an o l d e r s i s t e r e x e r t s more i n f l u e n c e t h a n does a 

younger s i s t e r ; and i f an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t who l i v e s i n a r u r a l 

a r e a i s more i n f l u e n c e d by an o l d e r s i s t e r t h a n i s a g i r l who l i v e s 

i n an urban a r e a . 

B a s i c Q u e s t i o n s 

1 . I s an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l w i t h an o l d e r s i s t e r more i n ­

f l u e n c e d by a s i s t e r o r by peers i n making s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e de­

c i s i o n s ? 

2 . I s t h e e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l more i n f l u e n c e d by a s i s t e r 

i n making c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s and more i n f l u e n c e d 

by her peers i n making o t h e r s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s ? 

3- I s t h e r e a d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e amount o f i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d 

by an o l d e r s i s t e r on g i r l s a t d i f f e r e n t g rade l e v e l s ( s e v e n t h , 

e i g h t h , and n i n t h g r a d e s ) ? 



4 . Does an o l d e r s i s t e r e x e r t more i n f l u e n c e on an e a r l y 

a d o l e s c e n t i n making s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s than does a 

younger s i s t e r ? 

5- i s an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l f r o m a r u r a l area more i n ­

f l u e n c e d by her o l d e r s i s t e r t h a n i s an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l f r o m 

an urban area? 

N u l l Hypotheses 

1 . There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e f r o m an o l d e r s i s ­

t e r and f r o m peers on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l i n making s e l e c t e d 

p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s . 

2 . There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by a s i s ­

t e r and by peers on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l i n making two s p e c i f i c 

t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s , p e r s o n a l and s o c i a l . 

3 . There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by an 

o l d e r s i s t e r on g i r l s o f d i f f e r e n t grade l e v e l s ( s e v e n t h , e i g h t h , 

and n i n t h g r a d e s ) . 

k . There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by an 

o l d e r and a younger s i s t e r on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l i n making 

s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s . 

5 . There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e o f an o l d e r s i s t e r 

on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l f r o m an urban area and one f r o m a r u r a l 

a r e a . 

Sample and Design 

The r e s e a r c h d e s i g n used was a s c i e n t i f i c s u r v e y s t a t i c group 



c o m p a r i s o n . J u n i o r h i g h s c h o o l g i r l s , grades seven t h r o u g h n i n e , 

c o m p r i s e d t h e sample. There were two groups o f g i r l s a t each grade 

l e v e l . Each g i r l i n one group had an o l d e r s i s t e r . Each g i r l i n 

t h e second group had a younger s i s t e r . The sample was t a k e n f r o m 

c l a s s e s a t t h e F r a n k f o r d J u n i o r High S c h o o l , F r a n k f o r t , I n d i a n a . 

Measurement T e c h n i q u e 

The g i r l s were asked t o respond t o a p a p e r - p e n c i l i n s t r u m e n t 

c o n s i s t i n g o f t w e l v e s i t u a t i o n s i n w h i c h a c h o i c e was t o be made 

between two a l t e r n a t i v e s i n making a d e c i s i o n . They were asked t o 

respond a c c o r d i n g t o what t h e g i r l i n t h e s i t u a t i o n w o u l d be more 

1 i k e 1 y t o do, n o t what she s h o u l d do. One o f t h e a l t e r n a t i v e s i n 

t h e s i t u a t i o n was f a v o r e d by t h e g i r l ' s s i s t e r ; t h e o t h e r a l t e r n a ­

t i v e was f a v o r e d by t h e g i r l ' s f r i e n d s . The t w e l v e s i t u a t i o n s were 

d i v i d e d a c c o r d i n g t o two s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s t o be made. 

One t y p e o f d e c i s i o n concerned t h e g i r l p e r s o n a l l y and was r e f e r r e d 

t o as a p e r s o n a l d e c i s i o n . The second t y p e o f d e c i s i o n , a s o c i a l 

d e c i s i o n , concerned n o t o n l y t h e g i r l b u t a l s o t h e f e e l i n g s o f 

o t h e r s . I t was assumed t h a t t h e s u b j e c t w o u l d p r o j e c t h e r s e l f i n t o 

t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e g i r l i n t h e s i t u a t i o n and r e v e a l by her response 

how she w o u l d be i n c l i n e d t o respond i n a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n . 

The i n s t r u m e n t was an a d a p t a t i o n o f t h e C r o s s - P r e s s u r e s T e s t 

by Clay V. B r i t t a i n . Items number 1 , 2 , 3 , h, 5 , 6 , 8 , and 10 

were adap t e d f r o m t h e o r i g i n a l i n s t r u m e n t . Items number 7 , 9 , 1 1 , 



and 12 were o r i g i n a t e d f o r t h i s s t u d y . ( A p p e n d i x A) 

A t e n - i t e m q u e s t i o n s h e e t f o l l o w e d t h e p a p e r - p e n c i l i n s t r u ­

ment f o r purposes o f i d e n t i f y i n g each r e s p o n d e n t as t o age, grade 

l e v e l , area o f r e s i d e n c e , and whether t h e y had an o l d e r o r a 

younger s i s t e r . ( A p p e n d i x A, i t e m 13) 

A n a l y s i s o f Data 

T - t e s t s were used t o t e s t n u l l h y p otheses 1 , 2 , k , and 5-

N u l l h y p o t h e s i s t h r e e , c o n c e r n i n g d i f f e r e n c e s i n responses by grade 

l e v e l , was a n a l y z e d by a one-way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e . 



CHAPTER l i 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

I n f l u e n c e s on S o c i a l i z a t i o n 

The r e c u r r e n t i n t e r a c t i o n between members o f t h e f a m i l y i s o f 

g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e i n t h e development o f t h e p e r s o n a l i t y o f i t s mem­

b e r s . The bonds between p a r e n t s and c h i l d r e n a r e c u s t o m a r i l y s t r o n g 

w i t h i n our n u c l e a r f a m i l y system. The t i e s between and among s i b -

l i n g s w i l l a l s o g e n e r a l l y be c l o s e . The r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f s i b l i n g s 

can be i d e n t i f i e d and a r e u s u a l l y o v e r t l y e x p r e s s e d . The sex and 

age d i f f e r e n c e s a r e o f b a s i c i m p o r t a n c e i n t h e r e l a t i o n s o f s i b ­

l i n g s w i t h each o t h e r . 

The number o f s i b l i n g s a c h i l d has and h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o 

them c o n s t i t u t e an i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t o f t h e c h i l d ' s l e a r n i n g s i t u a ­

t i o n and hence s t r o n g l y a f f e c t what and how t h e c h i l d l e a r n s a t 

home. "More t h a n e i g h t y per c e n t o f American c h i l d r e n have s i b -
3 

l i n g s . " I n s i b l i n g i n t e r a c t i o n , t h e c h i l d may l e a r n p a t t e r n s o f 

l o y a l t y , h e l p f u l n e s s , and p r o t e c t i o n ; or c o n f l i c t , d o m i n a t i o n , and 

c o m p e t i t i o n . These p a t t e r n s may be g e n e r a l i z e d t o o t h e r s o c i a l r e ­

l a t i o n s h i p s . 

2 
I b i d . , p. 295-

3 
Paul H. Mussen, John J. Conger, and Jerome Kagan, Chi I d 

Development and P e r s o n a l i t y (New Y o r k : Harper and Row, 1 9 6 3 ) , 
p. 4 0 5 . 6 
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S m a l l e y s t a t e s t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f s i b l i n g s m i g h t be 

d e s c r i b e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e f o l l o w i n g c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s : ^ 

( 1 ) An a t t i t u d e o f j e a l o u s y and a n t a g o n i s m s u f f i c i e n t l y 
n o t e d and remarked upon by p a r e n t s , p s y c h i a t r i s t s , o r 
s o c i a l w o r k e r ; ( 2 ) a t t i t u d e s i n v o l v i n g a r e l a t i o n o f 
dependency i n w h i c h one c h i l d assumes a p r o t e c t i v e r o l e 
and a p o s i t i o n o f a u t h o r i t y and s u p e r i o r i t y u n q u e s t i o n ­
ed by t h e o t h e r ; ( 3 ) an a t t i t u d e o f f r i e n d l i n e s s i n 
w h i c h n e i t h e r seems t o f e e l s u p e r i o r or a n t a g o n i s t i c 
t o an e x t e n t w h i c h appears unusual t o p a r e n t s , p s y c h i a ­
t r i s t s , o r s o c i a l w o r k e r . 

B u h l e r f e e l s t h a t i n s i b l i n g r e l a t i o n s , a t t i t u d e s a r e u s u a l l y 

o v e r t l y e x p r e s s e d ; cases i n w h i c h t h e y remain unexpressed and a 

s e e m i n g l y n e u t r a l a t t i t u d e p r e v a i l s a r e q u i t e s y m p t o m a t i c . ^ 

Much o f what has been w r i t t e n about t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f s i b ­

l i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o c h i l d development i s more a p p l i c a b l e i f t h e 

c h i l d r e n a r e c l o s e i n age. S i b l i n g s c l o s e l y spaced may be much 

more c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d i n a v a r i e t y o f a c t i v i t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y i f 

t h e y a r e o f t h e same sex. I t i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t c h i l d r e n l e a r n d i f ­

f e r e n t l y f r o m s l i g h t l y o l d e r s i b l i n g s t h a n t h e y do f r o m c o n s i d e r ­

a b l y o l d e r s i b l i n g s or a d u l t s . ^ The s k i l l s o f a s l i g h t l y o l d e r 

c h i l d a r e o n l y a l i t t l e beyond t h o s e o f t h e younger one. " C h i l d r e n 

who a r e one o r two y e a r s a p a r t have more common i n t e r e s t s and g e t 

Ruth E. S m a l l e y , "The I n f l u e n c e i n Age, Sex and I n t e l l i g e n c e 
i n D e t e r m i n i n g t h e A t t i t u d e s o f S i b l i n g s Toward One A n o t h e r , " Smi t h 
C o l l e g e S t u d i e s i n S o c i a l Work, 1 ( J u n e , 1 9 3 0 , P- 2 6 . 

- C h a r o l e t t e B u h l e r , The C h i l d and His F a m i l y (New York: Har­
per and B r o t h e r s , 1 9 3 9 ) , p. 2 0 . 

^ James H. S. Bossard and Eleanor S. B o l l , The S o c i o l o g y o f 
Chi I d Development (New Y o r k : Harper and Row, 1 9 6 6 ) , p. 2 8 . 
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a l o n g b e t t e r t h a n when s e p a r a t e d by a g r e a t d i f f e r e n c e i n age."^ 
8 

A 1931 s t u d y by S m a l l e y s u p p o r t s t h i s v i e w . She r e p o r t e d i n her 

s t u d y o f t w e n t y - s e v e n s i b l i n g p a i r s o f t w o - c h i l d f a m i l i e s t h a t a 

f r i e n d l y a t t i t u d e between s i b l i n g s was u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e i n age or i n t e l l i g e n c e . W i t h i n c r e a s i n g d i f f e r ­

ence i n age, f r i e n d l y a t t i t u d e s tended t o d i m i n i s h and p r o t e c t i v e -

dependent s i t u a t i o n s became more common i f t h e r e was no marked 

d i f f e r e n c e i n 1Q,. 

"Sometimes s i b l i n g s a r e more e f f e c t i v e t e a c h e r s t h a n a d u l t s , 
9 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i f y o u t h f u l s k i l l s a r e i n v o l v e d . " C h i l d h o o d problems 

and new s i t u a t i o n s may be b e t t e r u n d e r s t o o d by s i b l i n g s , i n some 

ways, t h a n by t h e p a r e n t s t h e y s h a r e . They may s e r v e as r o l e 

models f o r one a n o t h e r , e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e younger o b s e r v e s t h e 

o l d e r s i b l i n g o f t h e same sex. "Older s i b l i n g s s e r v e as s u b s t i t u t e s 

f o r t h e p a r e n t s i n many f a m i l i e s . " ' ^ 

Peer C o n f o r m i t y 

C o n f o r m i t y t o p r e s s u r e s f r o m peers i s seen as a f u n c t i o n o f 

age f r o m t h e p r e - a d o l e s c e n t t h r o u g h t h e a d o l e s c e n t p e r i o d . T h ere i s 

E r n e s t J. Chave, P e r s o n a l i t y Development i n C h i l d r e n ( Chicago: 
The U n i v e r s i t y o f Chicago P r e s s , 1 9 3 8 ) , p. 1 5 1 -

o 
S m a l l e y , op. c i t . . p. 3 9 . 

° I r i s h , op. c i t . , p. 2 9 6 . 
James H. S. Bossard and E l e a n o r S. B o l l , The Large F a m i l y 

System ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : U n i v e r s i t y o f P e n n s y l v a n i a P r e s s , 1 9 6 9 ) , 
p. 1 6 5 . 



some d i f f e r e n c e o f o p i n i o n among a u t h o r s as t o t h e age when peer 

c o n f o r m i t y b e g i n s t o d e c r e a s e . S e v e r a l s t u d i e s have been c o n d u c t e d 

c o n c e r n i n g c o n f o r m i t y i n a p a r e n t - p e e r c r o s s - p r e s s u r e s i t u a t i o n . 

They a r e i n agreement t h a t , though t h e a d o l e s c e n t i s h i g h l y p e e r -

c o n f o r m i n g , p a r e n t a l a d v i c e i s sou g h t i n making major c h o i c e s and 

d e c i s i o n s . I t s h o u l d be p o i n t e d o u t t h a t r e s e a r c h i n t h i s a r ea has 

been o f a p r o j e c t i v e t y p e w i t h t h e a d o l e s c e n t r e s p o n d i n g t o hypo­

t h e t i c a l r a t h e r t h a n a c t u a l s i t u a t i o n s . 

The p r e - p u b e s c e n t and e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t p e r i o d s a r e t i m e s o f 

i n c r e a s e d s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n . As an a d o l e s c e n t e n c o u n t e r s new 

e x p e r i e n c e s he tends t o f e e l i n s e c u r e because he i s n o t s u r e how 

t o cope v d t h h i s e n v i r o n m e n t . ' ' As e x p r e s s e d by B. C. Rosen, 

The peer group p r o v i d e s t h e tee n a g e r w i t h a sense o f 
b e l o n g i n g n e s s a t a t i m e when c o n f l i c t i n g l o y a l t i e s , 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s and v a l u e s make him un s u r e o f him­
s e l f . W i t h i n t h e peer g r o u p , t h e a d o l e s c e n t i s a b l e 
t o a c q u i r e t h e s t a t u s o f t e n d e n i e d him i n t h e a d u l t 
w o r l d -- a s t a t u s w h i c h i s more p r e d i c t a b l e and based 
upon v a l u e s and e x p e c t a t i o n s he u n d e r s t a n d s and can 
f u l f i l l . 1 2 

Goodman (1969) s u g g e s t s t h a t o v e r a l l , t h e a d o l e s c e n t conforms 

more t o t h e norms o f h i s f r i e n d s t h a n t o t h o s e o f h i s p a r e n t s o r 

n 
John E. H o r r o c k s , The P s y c h o l o g y o f A d o l e s c e n c e ( B o s t o n : 

Houghton M i f f 1 i n Co., 1969), p. 240. 
12 

B. C. Rosen, " C o n f l i c t i n g Group Membership: A S t u d y o f 
Paren t - P e e r Group Cross P r e s s u r e s , " A merican S o c i o l o g i c a l Review, 
XX ( A p r i l , 1955), p. 161. 
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even h i s own.'^ I n h i s s t u d y , each a d o l e s c e n t was asked what he ex­

p e c t e d o f h i m s e l f and what he b e l i e v e d h i s f a t h e r , mother, f r i e n d s , 

and b e s t - l i k e d t e a c h e r e x p e c t e d o f him i n t h e t h r e e main s o c i a l 

r o l e s i n an a d o l e s c e n t ' s l i f e ( f a m i l y r o l e , peer group r o l e , and 

s t u d e n t r o l e ) . He was a l s o asked how he and t h e y viewed h i s a c t u a l 

b e h a v i o r i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n s . The a d o l e s c e n t conformed 

more t o t h e demands o f h i s peers and one or b o t h o f h i s p a r e n t s t h a n 

t o t h o s e o f h i s t e a c h e r s f o r t h e s t u d e n t r o l e , and t o h i s peers f o r 

t h e f a m i l y r o l e . He conformed more t o t h e norms o f h i s p a r e n t s ' 

demands f o r peer r o l e b e h a v i o r t h a n t o h i s f r i e n d s ' norms. Goodman 

sees a t r a n s i t i o n a l s t a g e between c o m p l e t e dependence and c o m p l e t e 

autonomy because o f economic, l e g a l , and e m o t i o n a l t i e s b i n d i n g t h e 

a d o l e s c e n t t o h i s p a r e n t s , and p e r s o n a l and s o c i a l t i e s k e e p i n g him 

e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y s e n s i t i v e t o t h e demands o f h i s p e e r s . 

Solomon, i n a s t u d y comparing t h e i n f l u e n c e s o f p a r e n t s on 

a d o l e s c e n t s ' d e c i s i o n s w i t h t h a t f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s , f o u n d t h a t p a r ­

e n t s were s u r p r i s i n g l y u n i n f l u e n t i a l i n each o f t h e f o u r s i t u a t i o n s 

p r e s e n t e d . I n t e r v i e w e r s asked t h e re s p o n d e n t s a b o u t v a r i o u s " r e a l " 

d e c i s i o n s t h e y m i g h t have made. A f t e r s t a t i n g t h e d e c i s i o n , t h e 

Norman Goodman, " A d o l e s c e n t Norms and B e h a v i o r : O r g a n i z a ­
t i o n and C o n f o r m i t y . " M e r r i l l - P a l m e r Q u a r t e r l y , XV ( A p r i l , 1 9 6 9 ) , 
p. 2 0 7 . 

14 
D a v i d Solomon, " A d o l e s c e n t s ' D e c i s i o n s : A Comparison o f 

I n f l u e n c e f r o m P a r e n t s W i t h T h a t o f Other S o u r c e s , " M a r r i a g e and 
F a m i l y L i v i n g . X X I I I , No. 4 ( 1 9 6 1 ) , p. 3 9 4 . 
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r e s p o n d e n t s were asked what had been t h e f a v o r e d a l t e r n a t i v e o f 

f o u r p o s s i b l e sources o f i n f l u e n c e ; p a r e n t s , p e e r s , i m p u l s e s , and 

v a l u e s . What i n f l u e n c e t h e p a r e n t s d i d e x e r t i n t h e f o r m o f a d v i c e 

had no r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e a c c e p t a n c e o f t h a t i n f l u e n c e , or c o n f o r m -

i t y t o t h e a d v i ce. 

The r e s u l t s o f a s t u d y by Costanzo i n d i c a t e t h a t c o n f o r m i t y t o 

p r e s s u r e f r o m p e e r s i s a n o n l i n e a r f u n c t i o n o f age.'"' He h y p o t h e s i z e d 

t h a t f r o m t h e p r e - a d o l e s c e n t t o t h e a d o l e s c e n t p e r i o d o f development, 

t h e amount o f c o n f o r m i t y t o e x t e r n a l s o c i a l p r e s s u r e i n c r e a s e d , 

whereas c o n f o r m i t y decreased a f t e r a d o l e s c e n c e and t h r o u g h e a r l y 

a d u l t h o o d . T h i s i s n o t i n c o m p l e t e agreement w i t h P a t e l and Gordon 

who f o u n d t h a t c o n f o r m i t y decreased f r o m t h e t e n t h t o t h e t w e l f t h 

grade e x c e p t f o r some r e v e r s a l s w i t h h i g h p r e s t i g e s u g g e s t i o n s . ^ 

Bowerman and K i n c h s t u d i e d t h e t r e n d i n r e l a t i v e o r i e n t a t i o n 

toward f a m i l y or peers o f s t u d e n t s f r o m t h e f o u r t h t h r o u g h t h e t e n t h 

grades i n s c h o o l . E i g h t y - o n e per c e n t o f t h e f o u r t h g r a d e r s were 

f a m i l y - o r i e n t e d . I n t h e e i g h t h grade t h e p e r c e n t a g e w i t h f a m i l y 

and peer o r i e n t a t i o n was a p p r o x i m a t e l y e q u a l . Only 3 ' - 6 per c e n t 

P. R. Costanzo, and M. E. Shaw, " C o n f o r m i t y as a F u n c t i o n 
o f Age L e v e l . " M a r r i a g e and F a m i l y L i v i n g . XXXVI1 (September, 1 9 6 6 ) , 
P- 9 7 2 . 

A. A. P a t e l , and J. E. Gordon, "Some Pe r s o n a l and S i t u a ­
t i o n a l D e t e r m i n a n t s o f Y i e l d i n g t o I n f l u e n c e . " J o u r n a l o f Abnormal 
S o c i a l P s y c h o l o g y . LXI (November, I 9 6 0 ) , p . 4 1 7 . 

^ C h a r l e s E. Bowerman, and John W. K i n c h , "Changes i n F a m i l y 
and Peer O r i e n t a t i o n o f C h i l d r e n Between t h e F o u r t h and T e n t h 
Grades." S o c i a l F o r c e s . XXXVII (March, 1 9 5 9 ) , p. 207 -
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o f t h e t e n t h g r a d e r s were more h i g h l y o r i e n t e d t o w a rd f a m i l y t h a n 

toward p e e r s . I n r e p o r t i n g t h e i r s t u d y , t h e y p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e r e 

were i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e p a t t e r n o f f a m i l y - p e e r o r i e n t a t i o n i s 

much more a f f e c t e d by a d j u s t m e n t t o t h e f a m i l y t h a n by a d j u s t m e n t 

t o p e e r s ; t h a t a lowered o r i e n t a t i o n t o w a r d t h e f a m i l y d u r i n g t h e 

a d o l e s c e n t p e r i o d i s n o t i n e v i t a b l e , b u t ta k e s p l a c e o n l y when a 

poor a d j u s t m e n t i s made t o members o f t h e f a m i l y . 

Rosen and B r i t t a i n have b o t h c i t e d s t u d i e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 

c o n f o r m i t y o f a d o l e s c e n t s i n a c r o s s - p r e s s u r e s s i t u a t i o n . Rosen 

examined c o n f l i c t i n g e x p e c t a t i o n s t h a t f a m i l i a l and peer groups 

haye c o n c e r n i n g one f a c e t o f t h e a d o l e s c e n t s ' r e l i g i o u s o r i e n t a ­

t i o n . ^ I n cases where t h e a t t i t u d e s o f t h e two membership groups 

were c o n f l i c t i n g , t h e a d o l e s c e n t tended t o agree w i t h p e e r s . 

B r i t t a i n f o u n d t h a t w hether an a d o l e s c e n t w i l l be peer - or p a r e n t -

c o n f o r m i n g i n a s i t u a t i o n o f c o n f l i c t i n g p a r e n t - p e e r e x p e c t a t i o n s 

depended upon t h e s i t u a t i o n g i v e n h i m . ' ^ When c o n f r o n t e d w i t h 

major c h o i c e s and d e c i s i o n s , a d o l e s c e n t s seek p a r e n t a l o p i n i o n o r 

a d v i c e r a t h e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e i r p e e r s . 

Z e n t n e r , Douvan and A d e l s o n 1 a r e i n agreement w i t h B r i t t a i n 

Rosen, op. c i t . , pp.1 5 5-161. 
19 

C l a y V. B r i t t a i n , " A d o l e s c e n t Choices and Parent-Peer Cross 
P r e s s u r e s . " American S o c i o l o g i c a l Review, XXVI11, No. 3 ( 1 9 6 3 ) , pp. 
385-391. 

20 
H. Z e n t n e r , "Reference Group B e h a v i o r Among High School 

S t u d e n t s , " A l b e r t a J o u r n a l o f E d u c a t i o n a l Research, X (September, 
1964), pp.142 - 1 5 2 . 

21 
E. Douvan and J. A d e l s o n , The A d o l e s c e n t E x p e r i e n c e (New 

York: W i l e y , 1966), p. 200. 
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t h a t t h e i n f l u e n c e o f " s i g n i f i c a n t o t h e r s " i s t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t 

d i f f e r e n t i a l l y d epending upon t h e s p e c i f i c n a t u r e o f t h e d e c i s i o n 

f a c i n g t h e a d o l e s c e n t . 

I n a second s t u d y by B r i t t a i n , r e p o r t e d i n 1966 , he suggests 

t h a t f o r a g i r l , t h e development o f o r i e n t a t i o n t o w a r d a peer 

s o c i e t y tended t o be a f u n c t i o n o f t h e age and sex o f her s i b l i n g s . ^ 2 

S u b j e c t s w i t h o l d e r s i s t e r s were more p e e r - c o n f o r m i n g and s u b j e c t s 

w i t h younger b r o t h e r s were t h e l e a s t . B r i t t a i n i s i n agreement 

w i t h Schmuck's e a r l i e r f i n d i n g t h a t b i r t h - o r d e r p o s i t i o n o f t h e g i r l 

i s n o t a s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t v a r i a b l e . Schmuck e x p l o r e d 

b i r t h - o r d e r p o s i t i o n and sex o f s i b l i n g t o d e t e r m i n e t h e e f f e c t s 

o f t h e s e d i m e n s i o n s on t h e development o f p e r s o n a l t e n d e n c i e s t o 

co n f o r m i n g i r l s . An a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e i n d i c a t e d t h a t sex o f 

s i b l i n g was t h e o n l y s i g n i f i c a n t v a r i a b l e . 

Douvan and A d e l s o n f e e l t h a t many r e c e n t w r i t i n g s on a d o l e s -

2k 

cence have o v e r e s t i m a t e d the a c t u a l power o f peer i n f l u e n c e . 

They a c c o u n t f o r t h i s over-emphasis w i t h s e v e r a l p o s s i b l e r e a s o n s . 

The o b s e r v e r ' s a t t e n t i o n i s c a p t u r e d e i t h e r by t h e l o w e r - c l a s s 

a d o l e s c e n t who may e n t e r i n t o much p u b l i c i z e d gang a c t i v i t y o r 

t h e u p p e r - m i d d l e - c l a s s group where p a r e n t s p l a c e a h i g h degree o f 
22 

C l a y V. B r i t t a i n , "Age and Sex o f S i b l i n g s and C o n f o r m i t y 
Toward P a r e n t s Versus Peers i n A d o l e s c e n c e , " C h i l d Development, 
XXXVII (September, 1 9 6 6 ) , p. 713 . 

23 
R. Schmuck, Sex o f S i b l i n g , B i r t h Order P o s i t i o n , and 

Female D i s p o s i t i o n s t o Conform i n T w o - C h i l d F a m i l i e s , " C h i 1 d 
Development. XXXIV (December, 1 9 6 3 ) , pp. 9 1 3 - 9 1 8 -

2k 
Douvan and A d e l s o n , op. c i t . , p. 198. 



emphasis on p o p u l a r i t y and s o c i a l success. A n o t h e r reason f o r t h e 

over-emphasis may be t h a t t h e a d o l e s c e n t c u l t u r e has undergone 

changes i n r e c e n t y e a r s i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f i n c r e a s e d i n f l u e n c e s 

and v i s i b i l i t y . Many w r i t e r s , a c c o r d i n g t o Douvan and A d e l s o n , 

have e x a g g e r a t e d t h e e x t e n t o f t h e s e changes. 



CHAPTER I I I 

METHOD AND PROCEDURE 

T h i s s t u d y was de s i g n e d t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e i n f l u e n c e o f s i s ­

t e r s and peers i n t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g o f an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l . 

The sample was drawn f r o m c l a s s e s a t t h e F r a n k f o r t J u n i o r High 

S c h o o l , F r a n k f o r t , I n d i a n a . F r a n k f o r t i s a town o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

18,000 p o p u l a t i o n , f o r t y m i l e s n o r t h w e s t o f I n d i a n a p o l i s . I t I s 

c e n t e r e d i n an a g r i c u l t u r a l a r ea and s u p p o r t s s e v e r a l i n d u s t r i e s . 

The j u n i o r h i g h s c h o o l i s a n o n - c o n s o l i d a t e d s c h o o l w i t h a p p r o x i ­

m a t e l y 800 s t u d e n t s , p r e d o m i n a t e l y w h i t e . The m a j o r i t y o f t h e 

s t u d e n t s l i v e w i t h i n t h e c i t y l i m i t s . C o n s o l i d a t e d c o u n t y s c h o o l s 

s e r v e t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e Sample 

S t u d e n t s o f F r a n k f o r t J u n i o r High School i n grades seven 

t h r o u g h n i n e c o m p r i s e d t h e sample. The sample was drawn f r o m n i n e 

i n t a c t c l a s s e s w h i c h e n r o l l g i r l s o n l y . The resp o n d e n t s were 

grouped by grade l e v e l and f u r t h e r a c c o r d i n g t o th o s e who had an 

o l d e r and t h o s e who had a younger s i s t e r . Those g i r l s who had 

n e i t h e r a younger nor an o l d e r s i s t e r were e l i m i n a t e d f r o m t h e 

s t u d y . F o r t y - s i x r e s p o n d e n t s were e l i m i n a t e d f o r t h i s r e a s on. 

Those w i t h b o t h a younger and an o l d e r s i s t e r were p l a c e d i n one 

.15 
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o f t h e o t h e r group a c c o r d i n g t o t h e o r d e r i n w h i c h t h e y ranked t h e 

p e o p l e who most o f t e n h e l p e d them make d e c i s i o n s . Scores were 

t a b u l a t e d f o r a t o t a l o f 162 r e s p o n d e n t s . Of t h i s t o t a l , 16 .6 per 

c e n t l i v e d i n a r u r a l a r e a . The d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e sample was 

as f o l l o w s : 

Grade Number w i t h S i s t e r s T o t a l 
o l d e r : younger 

7 45 : 19 64 
8 31 : 20 51 
9 29 : 18 ^ 7 

T o t a l 105 57 162 

Ages o f t h e s e v e n t h grade g i r l s ranged f r o m t w e l v e t o f o u r ­

t e e n , f o r e i g h t h grade g i r l s f r o m t h i r t e e n t o s i x t e e n , and f o r 

n i n t h grade g i r l s f r o m f o u r t e e n t o sev e n t e e n . Mean age o f each 

grade was 1 2 . 6 , 1 3 - 7 4 , and 1 5 . 1 . 

D e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e I n s t r u m e n t 

A p a p e r - p e n c i l i n s t r u m e n t c o n s i s t i n g o f t w e l v e s i t u a t i o n s 

was employed. Each s i t u a t i o n c o m p r i s e d a s t o r y i n w h i c h a g i r l was 

r e q u i r e d t o make a c h o i c e between two a l t e r n a t i v e s i n making a 

d e c i s i o n . One o f t h e a l t e r n a t i v e s i n t h e s i t u a t i o n was f a v o r e d by 

th e g i r l ' s s i s t e r ; t h e o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e was f a v o r e d by t h e g i r l ' s 

f r i e n d s . The s u b j e c t s were i n s t r u c t e d t o respond a c c o r d i n g t o 

what t h e g i r l i n t h e s i t u a t i o n was more 1 i k e 1y t o do, n o t what she 

s h o u l d do. I t was assumed t h a t t h e s u b j e c t w o u l d p r o j e c t h e r s e l f 

i n t o t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e g i r l i n t h e s i t u a t i o n and r e v e a l by her 

response how she would be i n c l i n e d t o respond I n a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n . 
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The i n s t r u m e n t was an a d a p t a t i o n o f t h e C r o s s - P r e s s u r e s T e s t , 
an i n s t r u m e n t d e v i s e d by Clay V. B r i t t a i n as p a r t o f a s t u d y 
e n t i t l e d " P a r e n t s and Peers as Competing I n f l u e n c e s i n A d o l e s ­
c e n c e . " ^ Items number 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 10 were a d a p t e d , 
w i t h p e r m i s s i o n o f t h e a u t h o r , f r o m t h e o r i g i n a l i n s t r u m e n t . 
Changes were made t o make them a p p l i c a b l e t o e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t 
g i r l s and t o s i b l i n g i n f l u e n c e r a t h e r t h a n p a r e n t a l i n f l u e n c e . 
Items number 7, 9, 11, and 12 o f t h e i n s t r u m e n t used were composed 
by t h e a u t h o r o f t h i s s t u d y . The f o l l o w i n g i t e m t a k e n f r o m t h e 
i n s t r u m e n t i l l u s t r a t e s t h e s t r u c t u r e used. 

S a l l y ' s f r i e n d i s h a v i n g a swimming p a r t y on S a t u r d a y . 
The w h ole gang w i l l be t h e r e . T h a t i s a l s o t h e day 
S a l l y ' s n e i g h b o r has o f f e r e d t o t a k e S a l l y and h e r 
s i s t e r t o t h e S t a t e F a i r . Both would be f u n , b u t 
S a l l y c a n ' t d e c i d e w h i c h she w o u l d r a t h e r do. She 
r e a l l y h a t e s t o miss t h e swimming p a r t y , b u t she has 
been l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o g o i n g t o t h e S t a t e F a i r . 
S a l l y ' s f r i e n d s a r e t r y i n g t o encourage her t o go t o 
t h e swimming p a r t y . Her s i s t e r w i l l be d i s a p p o i n t e d 
i f S a l l y d o e s n ' t go t o t h e F a i r . 

Can you guess what S a l l y d e c i d e d t o do? 

Go t o t h e swimming p a r t y 

Go t o t h e S t a t e F a i r 

Each o f t h e t w e l v e s i t u a t i o n s was s i m i l a r i n s t r u c t u r e . For 

purposes o f a n a l y s i s t h e y were s u b d i v i d e d i n t o two groups o f 

C l a y V. B r i t t a i n , " P a r e n t s and Peers as 
i n A d o l e s c e n c e " ( u n p u b l i s h e d Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n , 
Chicago, 1959). 

Competing I n f l u e n c e s 
U n i v e r s i t y o f 



s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s t o be made. Items one t h r o u g h s i x 

i n v o l v e d d e c i s i o n s w h i c h a r e o f c o n c e r n t o t h e g i r l o n l y and a r e 

r e f e r r e d t o as p e r s o n a l d e c i s i o n s . Items seven t h r o u g h t w e l v e 

i n v o l v e d d e c i s i o n s w h i c h c o n c e r n not o n l y t h e g i r l i n t h e s i t u a ­

t i o n , b u t a l s o t h e f e e l i n g s o f o t h e r s . These a r e r e f e r r e d t o as 

s o c i a l d e c i s i o n s . 

A t e n - i t e m q u e s t i o n s h e e t f o l l o w e d t h e p a p e r - p e n c i l i n s t r u ­

ment f o r t h e purpose o f c l a s s i f y i n g each r e s p o n d e n t i n t o one o f 

t h e s i x groups p r e v i o u s l y d e s c r i b e d and t o i d e n t i f y t h o s e l i v i n g 

i n r u r a l or urban a r e a s . ( A p p e n d i x A, I t e m 13) 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e I n s t r u m e n t 

The i n s t r u m e n t was a d m i n i s t e r e d by t h e a u t h o r t o one c l a s s 

a t a t i m e . A p p r o x i m a t e l y t w e n t y - f i v e m i n u t e s was n e c e s s a r y f o r 

c o m p l e t i o n . A f t e r c o m p l e t i o n , t h e i n s t r u m e n t s w e r e s o r t e d , f i r s t 

i n t o g r a d e l e v e l s o f t h e r e s p o n d e n t s and f u r t h e r I n t o groups o f 

t h o s e g i r l s h a v i n g a younger s i s t e r and t h o s e g i r l s h a v i n g an o l d e r 

s i s t e r . T h i s s o r t i n g a l l o w e d f o r t h e f o r m a t i o n o f s i x groups o f 

r e s p o n d e n t s . 

S c o r i n g T e c h n i q u e 

On t h e b a s i s o f t h e a l t e r n a t i v e s e l e c t e d i n making t h e de­

c i s i o n , each i t e m was s c o r e d as t o a s i s t e r - f a v o r e d o r a p e e r -
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f a v o r e d response. The t o t a l o f t h e s i s t e r responses was t h e n t a b u l a t e d . 
F u r t h e r , s u b t o t a l s were t a b u l a t e d f o r t h e s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s , 
p e r s o n a l and s o c i a l . 

S t a t i s t i c a l A n a l y s i s 

N u l l H y p o t h e s i s One: There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e 

f r o m an o l d e r s i s t e r and f r o m peers on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l i n 

making s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s . A t - t e s t was used t o t e s t t h e 

p r o b a b l e i n f l u e n c e o f o l d e r s i s t e r s and t h e p r o b a b l e i n f l u e n c e o f 

p e e r s on t h e t o t a l number o f s i t u a t i o n s . 

N u l l H y p o t h e s i s Two: There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e 

e x e r t e d by a s i s t e r and by p e e r s on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l i n 

making two s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s , p e r s o n a l and s o c i a l . A t -

t e s t was used t o t e s t t h e p r o b a b l e i n f l u e n c e o f s i s t e r s and t h e 

p r o b a b l e i n f l u e n c e o f peers on t h e s u b t o t a l e d responses t a b u l a t e d 

f o r p e r s o n a l and s o c i a l d e c i s i o n s . 

N u l l H y p o t h e s i s Three: There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u ­

ence e x e r t e d by an o l d e r s i s t e r on g i r l s o f d i f f e r e n t grade l e v e l s 

( s e v e n t h , e i g h t h , and n i n t h g r a d e s ) . T h i s h y p o t h e s i s was t e s t e d 

by a one-way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e w i t h grade l e v e l as t h e v a r i a b l e . 

N u l l H y p o t h e s i s Four: There i s no d i f f e r e n c e I n t h e I n f l u ­

ence e x e r t e d by an o l d e r and a younger s i s t e r on an e a r l y a d o l e s ­

c e n t g i r l I n making s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s . T h i s h y p o t h e s i s 
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was t e s t e d by means o f a t - t e s t between t h e group h a v i n g an o l d e r 

s i s t e r and t h e group h a v i n g a younger s i s t e r . 

N u l l H y p o t h e s i s F i v e : There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u ­

ence o f an o l d e r s i s t e r on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l f r o m an urban 

area o r f r o m a r u r a l a r e a . T h i s h y p o t h e s i s was t e s t e d by means o f 

a t - t e s t . 



CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Scores on a p a p e r - p e n c i l i n s t r u m e n t were t a b u l a t e d f o r a 

t o t a l o f 162 s u b j e c t s . I n each o f t w e l v e s i t u a t i o n s , an e a r l y 

a d o l e s c e n t g i r l was r e q u i r e d t o choose between two a l t e r n a t i v e s 

i n making a d e c i s i o n . One a l t e r n a t i v e was f a v o r e d by a s i s t e r ; 

t h e o t h e r was f a v o r e d by p e e r s . F i v e q u e s t i o n s were posed f o r con­

s i d e r a t i o n i n t h i s s t u d y : 

1. I s an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l w i t h an o l d e r s i s t e r more 

i n f l u e n c e d by a s i s t e r o r by peers i n making s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e 

d e c i s i o n s ? 

2. I s t h e e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l more i n f l u e n c e d by a s i s t e r 

i n making c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s and more i n f l u e n c e d 

by her peers i n making o t h e r s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s ? 

3. I s t h e r e a d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e amount o f i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d 

by an o l d e r s i s t e r on g i r l s a t d i f f e r e n t grade l e v e l s ( s e v e n t h , 

e i g h t h , and n i n t h g r a d e s ) ? 

k. Does an o l d e r s i s t e r e x e r t more i n f l u e n c e on an e a r l y 

a d o l e s c e n t i n making s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s t h a n does a 

younger s i s t e r ? 

5. I s an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l f r o m a r u r a l a r e a more i n ­

f l u e n c e d by her o l d e r s i s t e r t h a n i s an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l f r o m 

an urban area? 

21 
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T h e r e was a s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e I n o l d e r s i s t e r and peer 

i n f l u e n c e when t h e items were s u b d i v i d e d i n t o s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f 

d e c i s i o n s t o be made. A t t h e .01 per c e n t l e v e l o f s i g n i f i c a n c e , 

p e e r s had more i n f l u e n c e on t h e e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t when making 

p e r s o n a l d e c i s i o n s , p e r s o n a l d e c i s i o n s b e i n g t h o s e w h i c h a r e o f 

co n c e r n t o t h e g i r l o n l y . An o l d e r s i s t e r was more I n f l u e n t i a l 

when t h e e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t was making s o c i a l d e c i s i o n s , t h o s e con­

c e r n i n g n o t o n l y t h e g i r l b u t a l s o t h e f e e l i n g s o f o t h e r s . ( T a b l e 

l ) T h i s f i n d i n g i s i n agreement w i t h e a r l i e r f i n d i n g s o f Z e n t n e r ^ ^ 

B r i t t a i n , Douvan and A d e l s o n 0 t h a t t h e i n f l u e n c e o f " s i g n i f i c a n t 

o t h e r s " i s t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t d i f f e r e n t i a l l y a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

s p e c i f i c n a t u r e o f t h e d e c i s i o n t o be made. 

TABLE 1 

MEANS OF SISTER-FAVORED RESPONSES OF GIRLS WITH AN OLDER 
SISTER—PROJECTIVE DECISIONS 

N Mean S.D. S.E. ~~t 
o f Mean 

T o t a l d e c i s i o n s 105 6 .0095 2 . 6 5 8 4 0 . 2 5 9 4 0 . 0 3 6 6 
P e r s o n a l d e c i s i o n s 105 2.5714 1 .6805 0.1640 - 2 . 6 1 3 0 
S o c i a l d e c i s i o n s 105 3 -4381 1 .5500 0 . 1 5 1 3 2 . 8 9 6 0 

t . O l , 104 = 1 . 980 
t.05, 104 = 1.658 
t . l O , 104 - 2.620 

Z e n t n e r , op. c i t . . pp. 142-152. 
^7 C l a y V. B r i t t a i n , " A d o l e s c e n t Choices and Par e n t - P e e r Cross 

P r e s s u r e s , " American S o c i o l o g i c a l Review, X X V I i I , No. 3 ( 1 9 6 3 ) , pp. 
385-391. 

28 
Douvan and A d e l s o n , op. c i t . , p. 2 0 0 . 
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Of t h e p e r s o n a l d e c i s i o n s , t h e peers were more i n f l u e n t i a l on 
a l l items w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f I t e m f i v e c o n c e r n i n g w h i c h o f two 
boys t o go w i t h t o a dance. The s i s t e r - f a v o r e d response was chosen 
by 6 3 . 5 per c e n t o f t h e g i r l s w i t h an o l d e r s i s t e r on t h i s i t e m . 
S i s t e r s were more i n f l u e n t i a l i n making a l l s o c i a l d e c i s i o n s w i t h 
t h e e x c e p t i o n o f i t e m e i g h t c o n c e r n i n g how t o i n f l u e n c e a boy t o 
ask f o r a d a t e . The g i r l s a c c e p t e d t h e o l d e r s i s t e r s ' a d v i c e a bout 
w h i c h o f two boys t o d a t e , b u t n o t about how t o g e t him t o ask h e r . 

There i s no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d 

by o l d e r s i s t e r s and by peers when t h e t o t a l d e c i s i o n s were con­

s i d e r e d t o g e t h e r . ( T a b l e l ) When a t - t e s t was used t o t e s t t h i s 

d i f f e r e n c e i t appeared t h a t o l d e r s i s t e r s and p e e r s were e q u a l l y 

i n f l u e n t i a l . 

A one-way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was used t o t e s t t h e i n f l u e n c e 

o f o l d e r s i s t e r s on g i r l s o f d i f f e r e n t grade l e v e l s . Though a 

d i f f e r e n c e can be seen i n the mean numbers o f s i s t e r reponses o f 

t h e e l e v e n t h , e i g h t h , and n i n t h g rade g i r l s , t h i s d i f f e r e n c e was 

n o t s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t a t t h e .10 per c e n t l e v e l o f s i g n i f i ­

cance. ( T a b l e 2) 

Bowerman and K i n c h ^ s t u d i e d t h e t r e n d I n r e l a t i v e o r i e n t a t i o n 

t o w a r d f a m i l y o r peers o f s t u d e n t s f r o m t h e f o u r t h t h r o u g h t h e t e n t h 

grades i n s c h o o l . They r e p o r t e d t h a t 87-1 per c e n t o f t h e f o u r t h 

g r a d e r s were f a m i l y - o r i e n t e d . By t h e e i g h t h g r a d e t h e p e r c e n t a g e 

29 
Bowerman and K i n c h , op. c i t . , pp. 206-211. 



w i t h f a m i l y and peer o r i e n t a t i o n was a p p r o x i m a t e l y e q u a l . The mean 

numbers o f s i s t e r - f a v o r e d responses i n d i c a t e t h a t , f o r t h i s g r o u p , 

equal o r i e n t a t i o n t o f a m i l y and peers was e v i d e n t by t h e s e v e n t h 

grade l e v e l . ( T a b l e 2) 

TABLE 2 

MEANS OF OLDER SISTER-FAVORED PROJECTIVE DECISION RESPONSES 
OF GIRLS AT THREE GRADE LEVELS 

Grade Mean S Dev N 

7 6 .333 2 . 4 9 5 45 
8 5 - 4 5 2 2 . 6 9 4 31 
9 6 . 1 0 3 2 . 8 5 8 29 

( F - v a l u e g i v e n i n Appendix B) 

E x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e mean numbers o f o l d e r s i s t e r - f a v o r e d r e s ­

ponses i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e e i g h t h grade g i r l s were l e s s s i s t e r -

c o n f o r m i n g t h a n t h e s e v e n t h or n i n t h . The e i g h t h grade g i r l s were 

most peer c o n f o r m i n g on items 1 , 3, 6 , and 8 . These items con­

c e r n e d w h i c h o f two boys t o go s t e a d y w i t h , w hether t o be i n a 

be a u t y c o n t e s t or choose a second a l t e r n a t i v e , and how t o i n f l u e n c e 

a boy t o ask f o r a d a t e . 

T h e r e was l i t t l e v a r i a t i o n among t h e g i r l s i n t h e t h r e e grades 

i n r e s p o n d i n g t o i n d i v i d u a l s i t u a t i o n s . However, s e v e n t h grade 

g i r l s r e l i e d on t h e s i s t e r ' s o p i n i o n when d e c i d i n g w h i c h o f two 

dre s s e s t o buy w h i l e t h e e i g h t h and n i n t h g r a d e r s f a v o r e d t h e 

p e e r s . 
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I n t h e t o t a l sample o f f i f t y - o n e e i g h t h g rade g i r l s , f o u r were 

c o m p l e t e l y p e e r - c o n f o r m i n g on a l l t w e l v e items and none were com­

p l e t e l y s i s t e r - c o n f o r m i n g . I n c o n t r a s t , o f s i x t y - f o u r s e v e n t h 

g r a d e r s , one was c o m p l e t e l y p e e r - c o n f o r m i n g . Of f o r t y - s e v e n n i n t h 

grade g i r l s , one chose a l l peer responses and two chose a l l s i s t e r 

r e s ponses. 

The f o u r t h q u e s t i o n posed i n t h e s t u d y was whether an o l d e r 

s i s t e r e x e r t s more i n f l u e n c e on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l i n making 

s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s t h a n does a younger s i s t e r . When 

d a t a were a n a l y z e d by means o f a t - t e s t t h e r e was no s t a t i s t i c a l l y 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e o f o l d e r and younger s i s ­

t e r s . 

TABLE 3 

MEANS OF SISTER-FAVORED PROJECTIVE DECISION RESPONSES 
ON TOTAL SCORES OF GIRLS WITH OLDER AND YOUNGER SISTERS 

Mean S Dev N t 

O l d e r s i s t e r 
Younger s i s t e r 

6 . 0 1 0 
6 . 0 1 8 

2 . 6 5 8 
2 .295 

105 
57 

- 0 . 0 0 0 8 

t . 0 1 = 2 . 5 7 6 
t . 0 5 = 1.960 

Mean numbers o f s i s t e r - f a v o r e d responses were s i m i l a r l y c l o s e 

f o r t h e two groups when c a l c u l a t e d as t o t h e s p e c i f i c types o f de­

c i s i o n s , p e r s o n a l and s o c i a l . 
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B r i t t a i n ^ , u s i n g n i n t h and t e n t h grade g i r l s , f o u n d t h a t 

g i r l s w i t h an o l d e r s i s t e r tended t o be more p e e r - c o n f o r m i n g t h a n 

t h o s e w i t h a younger s i s t e r o r w i t h an o l d e r or younger b r o t h e r . 

Data g i v e n i n T a b l e 3 a r e n o t s u p p o r t i v e o f B r i t t a i n ' s f i n d i n g . 

The f i f t h q u e s t i o n posed i n t h e s t u d y was conc e r n e d w i t h 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e i n f l u e n c e o f an o l d e r s i s t e r on e a r l y a d o l e s ­

c e n t s f r o m urban and r u r a l a r e a s . A n a l y s i s by a t - t e s t showed no 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e i n s i s t e r - f a v o r e d responses 

o f u r b a n and r u r a l g i r l s . 

TABLE k 

MEANS OF OLDER SISTER-FAVORED PROJECTIVE DECISION RESPONSES 
OF GIRLS IN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS 

Mean S Dev N t 

Urban 5 - 9 8 8 2 . 6 4 1 8 6 0 . 0 2 9 7 
R u r a l 6 . 1 0 5 2 . 8 0 7 19 

t . 0 5 , 103 = 1-98 
t . 0 1 , 103 = 2 . 6 2 

Lack o f d i f f e r e n c e between t h e s e two groups c o u l d be due t o 

the s m a l l number o f t h e sample who l i v e d i n a r u r a l a r e a . 

The e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l s i n t h i s s t u d y were more i n f l u e n c e d 

by s i s t e r s i n making s o c i a l d e c i s i o n s and more i n f l u e n c e d by peers i n 

making p e r s o n a l d e c i s i o n s . T h i s d i f f e r e n c e i n i n f l u e n c e was e v i d e n t 

a t a l l t h r e e grade l e v e l s . 

30 
Clay V. B r i t t a i n , "Age and Sex o f S i b l i n g s and C o n f o r m i t y 

Toward P a r e n t s Versus Peers i n A d o l e s c e n c e , " C h i 1 d Development, 
XXXVI1 (September, 1 9 6 6 ) , p. 7 1 3 . 



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY 

T h i s s t u d y was d e s i g n e d t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e i n f l u e n c e o f s i s ­

t e r s and peers i n t h e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g o f an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l . 

The f o l l o w i n g n u l l hypotheses were made: 

1. There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e on an e a r l y 

a d o l e s c e n t g i r l f r o m an o l d e r s i s t e r and f r o m pe e r s i n making 

s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s . 

2 . T h e r e i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by a 

s i s t e r and by peers on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l i n making two 

s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s , p e r s o n a l and s o c i a l . 

3- T here i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by an 

o l d e r s i s t e r on g i r l s o f d i f f e r e n t grade l e v e l s ( s e v e n t h , e i g h t h , 

and n i n t h g r a d e s ) . 

k. There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by an 

o l d e r and a younger s i s t e r on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l i n making 

s e l e c t e d p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s . 

5. There i s no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e o f an o l d e r s i s t e r 

on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l f r o m an urban area o r one f r o m a r u r a l 

a r e a . 

A p a p e r - p e n c i l i n s t r u m e n t was employed c o n s i s t i n g o f t w e l v e 

s i t u a t i o n s i n w h i c h a g i r l must make a c h o i c e between two a l t e r n a -

27 
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t i v e s i n making a d e c i s i o n . The r e s p o n d e n t s were i n s t r u c t e d t o 
make t h e i r d e c i s i o n a c c o r d i n g t o what t h e g i r l i n t h e s i t u a t i o n was 
more l i k e l y t o do, n o t what she s h o u l d do. S i x items i n v o l v e d p e r ­
sonal d e c i s i o n s , t h o s e o f con c e r n t o t h e g i r l o n l y . S i x items 
i n v o l v e d s o c i a l d e c i s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g n o t o n l y t h e g i r l b u t a l s o 
t h e f e e l i n g s o f o t h e r s . Scores were t a b u l a t e d f o r a t o t a l o f 162 
j u n i o r h i g h s c h o o l g i r l s . The s u b j e c t s were then grouped by grade 
l e v e l and f u r t h e r , a c c o r d i n g t o whether t h e y had an o l d e r or a 
younger s i s t e r . 

The g e n e r a l f i n d i n g s showed a s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e between 

s i s t e r and peer i n f l u e n c e on s p e c i f i c t y p e s o f d e c i s i o n s b u t no 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e l ) i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by s i s t e r s and by 

peers on an e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l i n making t h e t w e l v e s e l e c t e d 

p r o j e c t i v e d e c i s i o n s ; 2) i n s i s t e r i n f l u e n c e among s e v e n t h , e i g h t h , 

and n i n t h g rade g i r l s ; 3) between t h e i n f l u e n c e o f o l d e r and 

younger s i s t e r s ; and k ) i n t h e i n f l u e n c e o f s i s t e r s on g i r l s who 

l i v e i n urban and r u r a l a r e a s . 

N u l l h y p o t h e s i s one by means o f a t - t e s t r e s u l t e d i n f a i l u r e 

t o r e j e c t t h i s h y p o t h e s i s . Means o f s i s t e r - f a v o r e d responses 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t s i s t e r s and peers were e q u a l l y i n f l u e n t i a l when t h e 

t o t a l t w e l v e s i t u a t i o n s were i n c l u d e d i n t h e a n a l y s i s . 

N u l l h y p o t h e s i s two was r e j e c t e d a t t h e .01 per c e n t l e v e l 

o f s i g n i f i c a n c e . A t - t e s t r e v e a l e d t h a t peers were more 
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i n f l u e n t i a l when t h e e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l was making p e r s o n a l de­

c i s i o n s and s i s t e r s were more i n f l u e n t i a l when s o c i a l d e c i s i o n s 

were made. T h i s f i n d i n g i s i n agreement w i t h e a r l i e r f i n d i n g s o f 

31 3 2 •3'S 

Z e n t n e r , B r i t t a i n " ^ , Douvan and A d e l s o n ^ J t h a t t h e i n f l u e n c e 

o f " s i g n i f i c a n t o t h e r s " i s t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t d i f f e r e n t i a l l y ac­

c o r d i n g t o t h e s p e c i f i c n a t u r e o f t h e d e c i s i o n t o be made. 

No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e was f o u n d i n t h e i n f l u e n c e o f o l d e r 

s i s t e r s on g i r l s o f d i f f e r e n t g rade l e v e l s . A one-way a n a l y s i s o f 

v a r i a n c e was used, r e s u l t i n g i n f a i l u r e t o r e j e c t n u l l h y p o t h e s i s 

t h r e e . E x a m i n a t i o n o f mean numbers o f s i s t e r - f a v o r e d responses 

o f g i r l s i n t h e s e v e n t h , e i g h t h , and n i n t h grades i n d i c a t e d t h a t 

the e i g h t h grade g i r l s i n t h i s s t u d y were more peer c o n f o r m i n g 

t h a n e i t h e r t h e s e v e n t h or n i n t h . I n a s t u d y by Bowerman and 

K i n c h ' , o r i e n t a t i o n t o f a m i l y and peers was a p p r o x i m a t e l y equal 

by t h e e i g h t h g r ade. i n t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y , equal o r i e n t a t i o n t o 

f a m i l y and peers was e v i d e n t by t h e s e v e n t h grade. 

A t - t e s t was used t o t e s t n u l l h y p o t h e s i s f o u r . There was 

no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by o l d e r and younger s i s t e r s 

as measured by t h e t e s t r e s u l t i n g i n f a i l u r e t o r e j e c t t h i s hy-
p o t h e s i s. 

_ 
Z e n t n e r , op. c i t . , pp. 1 4 2 - 1 5 2 . 

^ Clay V. B r i t t a i n , " A d o l e s c e n t Choices and Parent-Peer Cross 
P r e s s u r e s , " American S o c i o l o g i c a l Review, X X V I I I , No. 3 ( 1 9 6 3 ) , pp. 
3 8 5 - 3 9 1 . 

3 3 Douvan and A d e l s o n , o P . c i t . . p. 2 0 0 . 
3 4 

Bowerman and K i n c h , op. c i t . , p. 207-



30 

No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e was r e v e a l e d f o r n u l l h y p o t h e s i s 

f i v e when a t - t e s t was used. F a i l u r e t o r e j e c t t h i s h y p o t h e s i s 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e r e was no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by 

s i s t e r s on g i r l s f r o m urban and r u r a l a r e a s . Lack o f d i f f e r e n c e be­

tween t h e s e two groups c o u l d be due t o t h e s m a l l number o f t h e sample 

who l i v e d i n a r u r a l a r e a . 

Douvan and A d e l s o n f e e l t h a t many r e c e n t w r i t i n g s on a d o l e s -
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cence have o v e r e s t i m a t e d t h e a c t u a l power o f peer i n f l u e n c e . The 

r e s u l t s o f t h i s s t u d y i m p l y t h a t though peers a r e i n f l u e n t i a l i n t h e 

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g o f e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l s , t h e y a r e no more i n f l u e n ­

t i a l t h a n a r e s i s t e r s . The s i s t e r i n f l u e n c e r e v e a l e d t h r o u g h t h e 

p r o j e c t i v e s i t u a t i o n s p o s s i b l y r e p r e s e n t s a f a m i l y v a l u e o r i e n t a ­

t i o n . T h i s seems e s p e c i a l l y l i k e l y s i n c e b o t h o l d e r and younger 

s i s t e r s were more i n f l u e n t i a l t h an peers when d e c i s i o n s were made 

w h i c h concerned n o t o n l y t h e e a r l y a d o l e s c e n t g i r l b u t a l s o t h e 

f e e l i n g s o f o t h e r s . 

An i m p l i c a t i o n f o r p a r e n t s and t e a c h e r s I s t h a t v a l u e s ex­

p r e s s e d or t a u g h t t o a c h i l d d e a l i n g w i t h s i t u a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 

f e e l i n g s o f o t h e r s may be t r a n s f e r r e d t o a s i s t e r t h r o u g h a d v i c e 

and o p i n i o n s g i v e n t o t h e s i s t e r . Teachers o f p e r s o n a l and f a m i l y 

r e l a t i o n s c o u l d emphasize t o t h e i r s t u d e n t s t h a t t h e y a r e i n f l u e n t i a l 
i p h e l p i n g s i s t e r s make d e c i s i o n s w h i c h c o n c e r n t h e f e e l i n g o f o t h e r s . 

— 
Douvan and A d e l s o n , op. c i t . , p. 198 . 
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1NSTRUMENT 
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The f o l l o w i n g s t o r i e s a r e about young p e o p l e l i k e y o u r f r i e n d s 
and t h e p e o p l e you know. These p e o p l e a r e i n s i t u a t i o n s where t h e y 
a r e n o t s u r e what t o do. Read each s t o r y c a r e f u l l y and t e l l me 
w h i c h one o f t h e two t h i n g s t h e p e r s o n i s more l i k e l y t o do. Do 
n o t t e l l what t h e p e r s o n s h o u l d do, b u t what she i s 1i ke1y t o do. 

I n d i c a t e y o u r answer by making an (X) on t h e l i n e i n f r o n t 
o f t h e d e c i s i o n you choose. Other g i r l s have e n j o y e d d o i n g t h i s . 
H o p e f u l l y , you w i l l t o o . 

32 
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1. For t h e p a s t s e v e r a l weeks Martha has l i k e d two boys. One o f 
them i s Jack and t h e o t h e r i s Frank. Jack i s good l o o k i n g and 
i n t e l l i g e n t . He i s n o t e s p e c i a l l y t a l k a t i v e b u t can h o l d up h i s 
end o f a c o n v e r s a t i o n and i s f r i e n d l y . F r a n k i s i n some ways 
d i f f e r e n t . He i s n o t e s p e c i a l l y good l o o k i n g , b u t he i s more 
t a l k a t i v e and he has a good sense o f humor. He dresses w i t h 
good t a s t e . Both F r a n k and Jack have asked Martha t o go s t e a d y . 
But she i s n ' t s u r e w h i c h she w o u l d r a t h e r go s t e a d y w i t h -- Fr a n k 
or Jack. She p u t them b o t h o f f a b o u t an answer because she c a n ' t 
make up her mind w h i c h one she l i k e s b e t t e r . Martha's s i s t e r 
l i k e s J a ck b e s t and t h i n k s Martha s h o u l d go w i t h him. But t h a t 
i s n o t t h e way Martha's f r i e n d s f e e l . They l i k e F r a n k b e t t e r 
t h a n Jack. Her f r i e n d s w o u l d r a t h e r see Martha go s t e a d y w i t h 
F r a n k. 

Can you guess what Martha d e c i d e d t o do? 

Go s t e a d y w i t h F r a n k 

Go s t e a d y w i t h J a c k 

2. Jean i s t h r i l l e d t h a t Kent has asked her t o go w i t h him and 
h i s f a m i l y t o a c o n c e r t on F r i d a y e v e n i n g . She wants t o l o o k her 
v e r y b e s t . A f t e r t h e c o n c e r t t h e y w i l l s t o p f o r something t o e a t . 
On F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n , a f t e r s c h o o l , Jean's two g i r l f r i e n d s came 
home w i t h her t o h e l p her g e t ready. Jean c a n ' t make up her mind 
what t o wear. She i s und e c i d e d between her y e l l o w s u i t and a 
p i n k d r e s s . She i s n ' t s u r e w h i c h makes her l o o k b e t t e r . Jean's 
s i s t e r came i n w h i l e she was t r y i n g t o d e c i d e . She t h i n k s t h a t 
t h e y e l l o w s u i t w o u l d be j u s t r i g h t . Both cf Jean's g i r l f r i e n d s 
p r e f e r t h e p i n k d r e s s . 

Can you guess what Jean d e c i d e d t o wear? 

The ye 1 low s u i t 

The p i n k d r e s s 
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3- Nancy l i v e s i n a town c a l l e d Oakmont. Each year t h e r e i s a 
c o n t e s t t o s e l e c t "Miss Oakmont." Many c l u b s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n town e n t e r c a n d i d a t e s i n t h e c o n t e s t and t h e young l a d y s e l e c t e d 
i s i n a parade and i s g u e s t o f honor a t a banquet. Nancy i s v e r y 
p l e a s e d when one o f t h e c l u b s i n town e n t e r s her as t h e i r c a n d i ­
d a t e f o r "Miss Oakmont." On t h e same day t h a t she i s e n t e r e d i n 
t h e b e a u t y c o n t e s t , however, she i s i n v i t e d t o appear i n a 
t a l e n t c o n t e s t sponsored by a v e t e r a n ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n . I f s e l e c t e d 
i n t h i s c o n t e s t , Nancy w o u l d go t o a nearby c i t y t o appear on a 
t e l e v i s i o n program. The program i s on t h e same day t h a t Miss 
Oakmont i s t o be s e l e c t e d and crowned. For t h i s r e a s o n , i t w i l l 
be i m p o s s i b l e f o r Nancy t o t r y o u t f o r t h e t e l e v i s i o n program and 
a l s o be a c a n d i d a t e i n t h e b e a u t y c o n t e s t . She i s v e r y much un­
d e c i d e d a b o u t w h i c h she r e a l l y wants t o do. Her f r i e n d s t h i n k 
t h a t she s h o u l d be i n t h e b e a u t y c o n t e s t r a t h e r t h a n t r y i n g o u t 
f o r t h e TV program. Nancy's s i s t e r t h i n k s she w o u ld have a b e t t e r 
chance t o w i n t h e t a l e n t c o n t e s t . She t h i n k s Nancy s h o u l d t r y 
f o r t h e TV program i n s t e a d o f b e i n g i n t h e b e a u t y c o n t e s t . 

Can you guess what Nancy d e c i d e d t o do? 

Be a c a n d i d a t e i n t h e "Miss Oakmont" c o n t e s t 

T r y t o be s e l e c t e d f o r t h e TV program 

k. Mary's b i r t h d a y i s n e x t week. Mary's mother t o l d her t h a t 
she c o u l d p i c k o u t a d r e s s t h a t she l i k e d as her b i r t h d a y p r e s e n t -
She has been s h o p p i n g s e v e r a l t i m e s t o l o o k f o r a dress and has 
b r o u g h t her c h o i c e down t o two d r e s s e s , b u t s t i l l c a n ' t make up 
her mind w h i c h she l i k e s b e t t e r . Both d r e s s e s a r e i n t h e p r i c e 
range Mary's mother t o l d her she c o u l d spend. One d r e s s i s a 
g r a y wool w i t h a w h i t e c o l l a r trimmed i n l a c e . The o t h e r i s a 
b l u e k n i t d r e s s v / i t h a r e d p r i n t s c a r f a t t h e neck. Two o f 
Mary's f r i e n d s and her s i s t e r went s h o p p i n g w i t h her y e s t e r d a y . 
Her s i s t e r t h i n k s t h e b l u e k n i t d r ess l o o k s b e t t e r on Mary. Her 
f r i e n d s say t h a t t h e g r a y wool d r e s s i s much s m a r t e r l o o k i n g . 
T h i s a f t e r n o o n Mary i s g o i n g back t o t h e s t o r e by h e r s e l f t o 
make a f i n a l c h o i c e and buy one o f t h e d r e s s e s . 

Can you guess w h i c h d r e s s Mary d e c i d e d t o buy? 

The b l u e k n i t w i t h t h e red p r i n t s c a r f 

The g r a y wool w i t h t h e w h i t e l a c e trimmed c o l l a r 
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5 - Next week, i s t h e a 1 1 - s c h o o l dance a t Beth's s c h o o l . Everyone 
i s g e t t i n g e x c i t e d a bout t h e dance and t h e g i r l s a r e p l a n n i n g 
what t h e y w i l l wear. Most o f t h e g i r l s have d a t e s f o r t h e dance. 
Beth has a r e a l p r o b l e m . Two boys have asked t o t a k e her t o t h e 
dance. She d o e s n ' t know w h i c h one she w o u l d r a t h e r go w i t h . 
Both Joe and Dave a r e p o p u l a r and good d a n c e r s . Joe i s a l i t t l e 
b e t t e r l o o k i n g , b u t Beth t h i n k s Dave has a b e t t e r p e r s o n a l i t y . 
Beth t o l d her c l o s e s t f r i e n d s a b o u t t h e p r o b l e m and t h e y t h i n k 
she s h o u l d go w i t h Joe. Beth a l s o t o l d her s i s t e r a b o u t her 
s i t u a t i o n . Beth's s i s t e r t h i n k s Beth w o u l d have a much b e t t e r 
t i m e wi t h Dave. 

Can you guess who Beth d e c i d e d t o go t o t h e dance w i t h ? 

She went t o t h e dance w i t h Joe 

She went t o t h e dance w i t h Dave 

6. I n t h e f a l l each year t h e r e i s a c o n t e s t t o s e l e c t t h e b e a u t y 
queen o f t h e j u n i o r h i g h s c h o o l w h i c h A l i c e a t t e n d s . Each c l a s s 
i n t h e s c h o o l e n t e r s a c a n d i d a t e i n t h e c o n t e s t . The g i r l s e l e c t ­
ed i s queen a t t h e homecoming f o o t b a l l game. The o t h e r g i r l s i n 
t h e c o n t e s t s e r v e as the queen's c o u r t . A l i c e i s v e r y p l e a s e d 
when her c l a s s e n t e r s her as t h e i r c a n d i d a t e . A t t h e same t i m e 
she hears t h a t she has been e n t e r e d i n t h e c o n t e s t , however, she 
l e a r n s t h a t she has been s e l e c t e d t o a c t as head c h e e r l e a d e r a t 
t h e homecoming game or be one o f t h e homecoming b e a u t i e s . Her 
f r i e n d s t h i n k t h a t she s h o u l d be a c a n d i d a t e i n t h e b e a u t y c o n t e s t 
i n s t e a d o f a c t i n g as head c h e e r l e a d e r . But A l i c e ' s s i s t e r t h i n k s 
A l i c e s h o u l d a c c e p t t h e honor o f a c t i n g as head c h e e r l e a d e r and 
w i t h d r a w f r o m t h e b e a u t y c o n t e s t . 

Can you guess what A l i c e d e c i d e d t o do? 

Be a c a n d i d a t e i n t h e b e a u t y c o n t e s t 

A c t as head c h e e r l e a d e r a t t h e homecoming game 
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7- A sweater was r e p o r t e d as m i s s i n g f r o m a g i r l s ' l o c k e r a t 
s c h o o l . Jane i s v e r y concerned t h a t someone s t a r t e d a rumor t h a t 
Karen, a g i r l i n Jane's p h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n c l a s s t o o k t h e s w e a t e r . 
Jane and Karen a r e f r i e n d l y i n c l a s s , b u t n o t b e s t f r i e n d s . Jane 
knows t h a t some rumors a r e q u i c k l y f o r g o t t e n , b u t o t h e r s a r e n o t . 
She wonders w h e t h e r Karen s h o u l d know t h a t t h e o t h e r s a r e s a y i n g 
so she w i l l have a chance t o c l e a r h e r s e l f . On t h e way home 
f r o m s c h o o l , Jane t a l k e d i t oyer w i t h her c l o s e s t f r i e n d . Her 
f r i e n d t h i n k s she s h o u l d n o t say a n y t h i n g and l e t Karen f i n d o u t 
f o r h e r s e l f . Jane a l s o t a l k e d i t o v e r w i t h h er s i s t e r . Her 
s i s t e r t h i n k s Jane s h o u l d t e l l Karen what o t h e r p e o p l e a r e s a y i n g . 

Can you guess what Jane d e c i d e d t o do? 

She t o l d Karen what p e o p l e were s a y i n g 

She d i d n ' t say a n y t h i n g t o Karen 

8. Lou had been g o i n g s t e a d y f o r t h e l a s t s e v e r a l months. Re­
c e n t l y she and her b o y f r i e n d has a d i s a g r e e m e n t . Now Lou i s t r y i n g 
t o g e t t o know some o t h e r boys. A c l u b t h a t she b e l o n g s t o a t 
s c h o o l i s h a v i n g a p a r t y soon. Most o f t h e o t h e r g i r l s have d a t e s 
f o r t h e p a r t y and Lou w o u l d l i k e t o have one. She w o u l d e s p e c i a l l y 
l i k e t o go w i t h Bob. Bob was r e a l f r i e n d l y t o Lou a few weeks 
ago, b u t she c o u l d n ' t a c t i n t e r e s t e d i n him because she was g o i n g 
s t e a d y t h e n . Now she i s v/onder i n g i f t h e r e i s any way she c o u l d 
encourage him t o ask her t o t h e p a r t y . She has t a l k e d i t over 
w i t h her s i s t e r and she t h i n k s t h a t s i n c e Lou knows Bob v e r y w e l l 
and s i n c e he was i n t e r e s t e d i n her a few weeks ago, i t w o u ld be 
a l l r i g h t f o r Lou t o send him an i n v i t a t i o n t o t h e p a r t y . But her 
g i r l f r i e n d s t h i n k i t w o u l d be b e t t e r f o r Lou t o m e n t i o n t h e p a r t y 
when she i s t a l k i n g t o Bob. 

Can you guess what Lou d e c i d e d t o do? 

Send Bob an i n v i t a t i o n t o t h e p a r t y 

M e n t i o n t h e p a r t y t o Bob 



37 

9- Joyce v/as v e r y e x c i t e d when she and her s i s t e r r e c e i v e d a 
l e t t e r f r o m t h e i r c o u s i n i n v i t i n g them t o come t o v i s i t her on 
t h e f a r m f o r a week d u r i n g t h e i r s p r i n g v a c a t i o n . Her c o u s i n has 
pla n n e d s e v e r a l s p e c i a l a c t i v i t i e s and Joyce knows t h e y v / i l l have 
f u n . T h a t same a f t e r n o o n Joyce's b e s t f r i e n d c a l l e d her and 
asked her t o go on a camping t r i p w i t h her f a m i l y . The camping 
t r i p w i l l be t h e same week t h a t Joyce and her s i s t e r have been 
i n v i t e d t o her c o u s i n ' s . Joyce would l i k e v e r y much t o go on 
th e camping t r i p , b u t she r e a l i z e s t h a t she c a n ' t go b o t h p l a c e s . 
When Joyce t a l k e d i t over w i t h her p a r e n t s , t h e y t o l d her t h a t 
t h e d e c i s i o n was e n t i r e l y up t o h e r . Joyce's s i s t e r wants Joyce 
t o go t o her c o u s i n ' s and o f c o u r s e her f r i e n d i s t r y i n g t o 
c o n v i n c e her t o go on t h e camping t r i p . 

Can you guess where Joyce d e c i d e d t o spend her v a c a t i o n ? 

On t h e f a r m w i t h her c o u s i n and s i s t e r 

On t h e camping t r i p w i t h her f r i e n d ' s f a m i l y 

10. Sue has p l a y e d i n t h e j u n i o r h i g h s c h o o l band f o r t h e p a s t two 
ye a r s and i s v e r y much i n t e r e s t e d i n music as a c a r e e r . Each year 
i n her community, t h e PTA sends two band s t u d e n t s t o a summer music 
camp f o r two weeks and pays t h e i r expenses. These s t u d e n t s a r e 
s e l e c t e d by t h e band d i r e c t o r . He t r i e s t o s e l e c t s t u d e n t s who 
have o u t s t a n d i n g music a b i l i t y and who r e a l l y want t o go t o camp. 
T h i s year Sue wants v e r y much t o go t o t h e camp. She wonders i f 
t h e r e i s a n y t h i n g she c o u l d do t o g e t t h e band d i r e c t o r t o s e l e c t 
h e r . Her s i s t e r has sug g e s t e d t h a t Sue t a l k t o t h e band d i r e c t o r 
and t e l l him she i s t h i n k i n g o f c o n t i n u i n g i n music as a c a r e e r 
and ask h i s a d v i c e . She s h o u l d n ' t m e n t i o n t h e music camp -- her 
s i s t e r says. By j u s t t a l k i n g t o the band d i r e c t o r he w i l l become 
b e t t e r a c q u a i n t e d w i t h her and she m i g h t have a b e t t e r chance o f 
g o i n g t o t h e music camp. She has t a l k e d t o her two c l o s e s t g i r l 
f r i e n d s a b o u t t h e m a t t e r and t h e y t h i n k i t w o u l d be b e t t e r i f 
Sue would a t l e a s t m e n t i o n t h e music camp w h i l e she i s t a l k i n g 
w i t h t h e band d i r e c t o r . 

Can you guess what Sue d e c i d e d t o do? 

Ask t h e band d i r e c t o r ' s a d v i c e about c o n t i n u i n g w i t h 
music b u t n o t m e n t i o n t h e music camp. 

Ask t h e band d i r e c t o r ' s a d v i c e about c o n t i n u i n g w i t h 
music and m e n t i o n t h e music camp w h i l e she i s t a l k i n g 
t o him 
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1 1 . S a l l y ' s f r i e n d i s h a v i n g a swimming p a r t y on S a t u r d a y . The 
whole gang w i l l be t h e r e . T h a t i s a l s o t h e day S a l l y ' s n e i g h b o r 
has o f f e r e d t o t a k e S a l l y and her s i s t e r t o t h e S t a t e F a i r . Both 
would be f u n , b u t S a l l y c a n ' t d e c i d e v/hich she would r a t h e r do. 
She r e a l l y h a t e s t o miss t h e swimming p a r t y , b u t she has been 
l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o g o i n g t o t h e S t a t e F a i r . S a l l y ' s f r i e n d s a r e 
t r y i n g t o encourage her t o go t o t h e swimming p a r t y . Her s i s t e r 
w i l l be d i s a p p o i n t e d i f S a l l y d o e s n ' t go t o t h e F a i r . 

Can you guess what S a l l y d e c i d e d t o do? 

Go t o t h e swimming p a r t y 

' Go t o t h e S t a t e F a i r 

12. Kathy t o l d Mrs. Park, her n e x t door n e i g h b o r , t h a t she w o u l d 
b a b y s i t on F r i d a y n i g h t o f n e x t week. Today K a t h y remembered t h a t 
a c l u b she b e l o n g s t o a t s c h o o l i s h a v i n g a p a r t y on t h a t F r i d a y 
n i g h t and she would r e a l l y l i k e t o go. One o f her f r i e n d s , who 
doesn't b e l o n g t o the c l u b , v o l u n t e e r e d t o b a b y s i t i n Kathy's 
p l a c e . Mrs. Park d o e s n ' t know Kathy's f r i e n d . K a t h y i s n ' t s u r e 
how Mrs. Park w i 1 1 f e e l a b out t h i s and d o e s n ' t know i f she s h o u l d 
ask i f her f r i e n d c o u l d t a k e her p l a c e or n o t . She doesn't want 
Mrs. Park t o t h i n k she i s an i r r e s p o n s i b l e p e r s o n because she 
would l i k e t o c o n t i n u e s i t t i n g f o r h e r . Kathy's f r i e n d s t h i n k i t 
would be a l l r i g h t t o ask. Kathy's s i s t e r t h i n k s she s h o u l d go 
ahead and b a b y s i t and n o t even ask i f her f r i e n d c o u l d t a k e her 
p l a c e . 

Can you guess what Kathy d e c i d e d t o do? 

She asked Mrs. Park i f her f r i e n d c o u l d t a k e 
her p l a c e 

She d e c i d e d t o b a b y s i t 
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1. What grade a r e you in? 1. 

2. What i s y o u r age? 2. 

3 . How many b r o t h e r s do you have? 3-

k. How many o f them a r e o l d e r 
t h a n you? k. 
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5. How many o f them a r e younger 

t h a n you? 5-

6. How many s i s t e r s do you have? 6. 

7- How many o f them a r e o l d e r 
t h a n you? ' 7-

8. How many o f them a r e younger 
t h a n you? 8 . 

9 . Do you l i v e i n s i d e o r o u t s i d e 
t h e c i t y l i m i t s ? 9-

10. Who h e l p s you make d e c i s i o n s 
when you c a n ' t d e c i d e what t o do? 
Rank t h e f o l l o w i n g p e o p l e f r o m 1 
t o 7 s t a r t i n g w i t h t h e pe r s o n 
who most o f t e n h e l p s you make 
d e c i s i o n s . 

F a t h e r 
Mother 
Older B r o t h e r 
Younger B r o t h e r 
Older S i s t e r 
Younger S i s t e r 
F r i e n d 



APPENDIX B 

F-VALUE 

kO 



TABLE I 

F-VALUE OF MEAN SQUARES OF SISTER-FAVORED RESPONSES OF 
GIRLS WITH AN OLDER SISTER AT THREE GRADE LEVELS 

Sum o f Squares D.F • Mean Square F 

Grade 14 . 6187 2 7 -3093 1 . 0350 

E r r o r 720 .3655 102 7 - 0 6 2 4 

T o t a l 734 -9841 104 

F . 1 0 , 2 , 102 = 2 . 3 5 
F . 0 5 , 2 , 102 = 3 - 0 7 
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