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Abstract

This study uses ethnography, interview, and survey to examine significant ways
that “Degu” (Chinese Yi minority mediators) function in the Yi society, even as that
society struggles to modernize and to become more and more multilingual and
multicultural. The Degu are most active in the Liangshan Yi autonomous region of
Southern Sichuan province, where field research was done. Within these regions,
interviews and surveys were conducted of the Liangshan Yi people and “Degu”, which
explored the relevance of Degu in resolving conflicts, as well as other societal functions.

Due to the advancement of the economy and increased living standard of the Yi
people, the need for a modernized “Degu” is on the rise. The Yi people’s contact with
other peoples and the Yi society’s convergen with the outside world have inevitably
widened and deepened. There will inevitably be some issues happening among all
Chinese, and often it requires a mediator to reconcile such issues. These “Degu’ help
with new cases, such as labor disputes, transportation accidents, and contract breaches. A
fraction of “Degu” are government sponsored and work as lawyers, receiving a
government subsidy and training from the government on national law and procedures.
These new “Degu” will gradually replace traditional “Degu”, until all “Degu” receive
higher education, are proficient in both forms of law, continue to standardize their

procedure, and help eliminate poverty in the autonomous Liangshan State Yi region.

Keywords: Yi, Degu, habitual law, conflict resolution, mediation.
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Appendix A: Yi translations and explanations P A: 815 8 SCH %
5

HZ%, aquil0

3% qu hox 00

& DL vut rre zha ¥ 3

#A4L , hnix pu, 8

WZ zza; zha CHINZRIRAZ) X &

Wz A 2] 47k she zze ssyr nyuo jie vi f:€ % 2 i )

KA 300 HFEH—ULIR KT yo njit suo hxa zhuo hmyp gur €F i Ul
%% / 5% zhuo hmyp +1

15 Ndep ggup 9%

i — AR, 1% % N #R R B E ndep ggup suo hxa ddop cyp go, mot yuop suo hxa
xy cyp puo $¥NTELY, JENTHTT

TEMF , wo ssat mu, ¥ H

bl / B AR KYE, T AR, BRAEFRERL

uox ba yyp tip hxo lo jjo, a nyut syp juo (lox ggu) hxo lo jjo, vo co (nuosu)cyt vi hxo
lo jjo

HECHETOH, J0FXTSH, YHT NI

—UEkE (SRS BAEMmENNEEE Atk m4dG, —RIEREMZN R
FSEIA AN |, nuo ddi qux ly yuo, vot ddi vax lyma, TTOT%H, $THTE

“hlyx po” #'%

BMER  xyp yurre, %3

i JBA: mgep @

K _EyERE ddip gop liet tuo 7 4 3

W FiERE ddip gop liet vur T+ 4

BEN furx ga 3%

BEE BIHAAHE SR 2 yo njit vup EF X

“TLHIREN, %3 mop rre A3

A, mopmu JH

¥55K mop dda ddat A%, 29

i s, AL S8, N AR, IEE LN ES

mu ku wat ggu zzyt, wat tot cox ggu yuo, co tot shyx ggu yop

HYH AR ORPHEESE

9, FEIE A I ET: ggur X

HinLk: tot &

— (—JT=10%) yop ¢

ANHJEH: yuo &

i NRRFA A —FANERE L EZRA, RFEMHNTEA kux qy hxo qy 4V IV

MZ2 axnuo 3T
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PE4% nuo hop T

B2 | at zzip Y'I!

“hlyx po”, B AN iZMHIE1 | hlyx po, V¥

WAZE | wo ssat , F

Kk cyt vi NX

FiEZ RN Suxyy & d

IFi5 5%, hlyt po , 1Y

EARRHK, BT 5, hne wo tepyy, #¥Ad
MR, JIIEF 52, hmap mu tep yy FHAA
IR — IR P ga xy Kb

R — N mga jie KK

EXK wosat FE

IV qo xy qo lot oGy

N A% cox quo B

4k wo ssatrre $W3; furx rre ¥ 3

fir ku 4

fir H SN AR ZR T eyt ku vix ku N#iCY

{2 A B B ENI NI 7R 78 wox ku sat ku F4 EY
frELFE BT A 1 22 ¥ 1 Z5 75 hnip ku ssat ku RHE Y
fhrdH 40 4ME 2 ) 7R V8 hnip mop ssat mop & A 3
fAr 48 JE 2578 vup lut vup ga ku RO XK Y

HOA bbu jji 14

(i EO T 45 75 bbu ku jji ku 44

fAr32 & mup ggop mu vie ku & 1 H¥ 4

firdk & (F£4) rrep mop ssyr nyuo FA%2

ffir £ 3% F . kuo bbop kuo die ku 85 (1

fir \ co go zuo HY 9

i dE N ga xy ga lot ku KR ¥ Y

fhr o] PAMERE A AR & vop hxo zza bbo ku '3 X X4
TR & zza ku yyx ku X4 d 4

B zzayy; zzapma % d; %O

fir EXK itkesyp 0" &

NIRIK & FR 32 mge jiet yu €Y

RS AE I ) £ 5 yiep yot mu jjur bit $3 HEK(K
fir TR EELEM | vop ggo ssot & U

1, % ssot H

fhiT i jji ku 4

fir—IuR, BTAJCHR: cyp ggo cix zie I HFH
B: zie

126



fir=£ chyt yo ¥€

i2f: chyt; axlyr¥; {IS

€%$ YO €

firtF: leku Y4

firR: kemuku "' HY

fir¥: votku ¥4

firsg (4R ¢ vaku K

fib % 7 THIFR F: ddix ddi va ku ddi TTHYT
fleR: (AMieEl, A — MR nyix ggo nbie o pop N FOE
bl: ggot

fir 1 %: mgep che @X

+ 7] nzy mop EJ

ST jie vi B I

553% jie mop K1

HEHE, ToEkH 77 rre jjo rre ddur, rre ap jjo we ddur 343U, IR
44

¥ 55 myp chy mop shyp £33

.55 Pup mop pat mop ¢ AHA

|3 sse nbop F¥

2518, che zzyp jie vi X AH

H Ja BT, mop kie , A
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