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INTRODUCTION - 1619-1860

A b r ie f h is to r ic a l introduction is  deem ed n e c e ssa r y  in order  

to provide continuity of thought and a global h is to r ic a l p ictu re, in 

te rm s of the need  fo r  th is study and its  acad em ic contribution.

A dult education is  d ifficu lt to d escr ib e  and a lm o st im p o ssib le

to define b eca u se  it  is  found in so  m any d ifferent form s and is ,  when

organ ized , under the sp onsorsh ip  of such  a wide varie ty  of

institu tion s and a g e n c ie s . F o r the purpose of th is study, adult

education w ill be defined  as:

Any p r o c e ss  by w hich  m en or w om en, either alone or in 
groups attem pt to im p rove th em se lv es  by bringing about 
changes in their understanding, sk il ls  or sen s it iv it ie s ;  
or any p r o c e ss  by w hich agents or a g en cie s  attem pt to 
help  m en  or w om en change in th ese  w a y s. ^

The e a r ly  advocates of education fo r  b lack  peop le w e re  of 

four c la s s e s :  f ir s t ,  m a s te r s  who d es ired  to in c r e a se  the econom ic

^Cyril O. H oule, "D efinition of Adult Education" (lec tu re  
p resen ted  at F lo r id a  State U n iversity , O ctober 6, 1965); W illiam  
P uder, "A Study of the T ypes of Adult Education E x istin g  in the 
C onfederate S tates of A m erica , F eb ru ary , 1861 to M ay, 1865" 
(unpublished P h . D. d isse r ta t io n , F lo rid a  State U n iversity , 1968).
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e ffic ien cy  of th eir labor supply; second , sym pathetic person s who 

w ish ed  to help the op pressed ; th ird , zea lo u s m is s io n a r ie s  who 

b eliev ed  that the m e ssa g e  of d ivine love com es equally to all; fourth, 

am bitious black  m en, who asp ired  to a b etter l ife . ^

The beginning took p lace in Jam estow n , V irgin ia with the 

A frican  s la v e  trade in 1619, when tw enty b lack m en  w ere d elivered  

as indentured ser v a n ts . It has been  a s se r te d  that "there has been  

adult education for the b lack  man in this country for three hundred  

y e a r s . Education for  the b lack m an in A m erica  began with adult 

education.

Adult education fo r  b lacks in A m erica , for  a ll intents and 

p u rp oses, probably began when they w e re  taught about th eir new  

environm ent and its p ecu liar  requ irem en ts fo r  th eir labor and 

se r v ic e . M ethods can be a ssum ed , a sid e  from  the w hite co lon ia l 

d ir ec tio n s , in a ll probability  to have co n s is ted  of rather crude  

ob serv a tio n s, tr ia l and er ro r , and exchange of ex p er ien ces .

F rom  the scanty  ev id en ce that e x is ts , it appears that the 

black adult did not r e c e iv e  form al education in the s e .  jnteenth

2Leo M cG ee, "E arly  E fforts Toward Educating the B lack  
Adult, 1619-1850,"  Adult L ea d ersh ip , Vol. 19, No. 10 (A pril, 1971); 
The f ir s t  th ree ad vocates w e re  taken from  C arter G. W oodson, The 
Education of the N egro P r io r  to I860 (New York: Arno P r e s s  &
New York T im es, 1968), p. 2. The fourth advocate w as in itiated  by 
Leo M cG ee.

^Eugene C. H olm es, "Alain L. L ocke and the Adult Education  
M ovem ent, " The Journal of N egro Education (W inter, 1965), p. 8. -
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century  in the c o lo n ies . A lthough a sm a ll proportion  of b lacks w e re  

exp osed  to r e lig io u s and se c u la r  tra in ing , m ain ly  in haphazard  

fash ion , in fa m ilie s  and h o m es , apparently no le g is la tiv e  p rovision s  

fo r  th eir  education w ere enacted . Som e s la v e s  w ere  provided  som e  

tra in ing  in accord ance w ith d e s ir e s  of individual m a s te r s .

A s the pow er of individual p lan ters expanded, m any planta

tions tended to becom e s e lf-su s ta in in g  w o r ld s, and the s la v e s  trained  

fo r  e ffec tiv e  se r v ic e  cam e to have h igh er value. The food  consum ed, 

cloth ing worn, too ls u sed , and houses inhabited w e re  a ll produced  

by s la v e  labor. T his type of developm ent cau sed  an in c re a se  in the 

co m p lex ity  of s la v e  d u ties . O n-the-job  train ing program s developed  

w ithin  the form al structu re  in re sp o n se  to the r is e  in demand and in 

re sp o n se  to the h igh er p r ic e s  e lic ite d  in the m arkets w h ere trained  

s la v e s  w e re  auctioned. Many ca r p e n ters , b la ck sm ith s, w e a v ers ,  

and s e a m s tr e s se s  em erged  from  th ese  train ing ex p er ien ces . ^

The f ir s t  se t t le r s  of the A m erican  co lo n ies  to offer blacks 

the sa m e educational and re lig io u s  p r iv ile g e s  they provided  for

^A bigail C urlee , "A H istory  of the S lave P lantation , " 
S outhw estern  H isto r ica l Q uarterly , 26:26;, 1922.



p erso n s of th eir own ra c e  w e re  the Q uakers. In the face of 

o pposition , they p erm itted  s la v e s  to attend th eir m eetin gs even  

before  they decided  to stop  buying, se llin g  or to fr e e  them , 5

At the beginning of the eighteenth  century, A m erica  faced  

one of its  f i r s t  g re a t m ora l d ilem m as: Should s la v e s  be C h ristian ized  

and if so , would their status then be changed? C hristian  th eory , of 

co u rse , held  that a ll m en  w ere equal in the sigh t of God and broth ers  

under H is fatherhood. But s la v e r y  ex is te d  and w as supported desp ite  

th is theory  of re lig io n . M erchants and s la v e  ow ners who d es ired  to 

continue th eir lu c ra tiv e  p rofits from  the s la v e  trade w ere  reluctant 

to g iv e  up th eir  property . So m o st r e lig io u s groups in A m erica  

sanctioned  s la v e r y , w h ile at the sam e tim e endorsing  p o lic ie s  of 

C h ristian iza tion . P o l ic ie s  w e re  l ik e w ise  end orsed  which ru led  that 

the co n v er sio n  of s la v e s  would not change th eir  sta tu s. Many s la v e  

ow ners opposed this effort, b eliev in g  that C h ristian ity  would  

eventually  m ean freed om  of s la v e s . ^

Z ealous m is s io n a r ie s , b eliev ing  that the m e ssa g e  of d ivine  

lo v e  cam e equally to a ll, taught s la v e s  the E ng lish  language so  that

^Thom as D rake, Quaker and S la v ery  in A m erica  (New Haven: 
Y ale U n iv ersity  P r e s s ,  1950), p. 71.

^M arcus Jernegan, Laboring and Dependent C la sses  in 
C olonial A m erica  1607-1783 (Chicago: U n iv ersity  of C hicago P r e s s ,  
1931), pp. 3 9 -40 .
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they m ight learn  the p rin c ip les  of C hristian  re lig io n . The Church 

of England m ade efforts at con version  through its  Society  for 

P ropagation  of the G ospel in F o re ig n  P a r ts , organ ized  in London in 

1 70 1 .7

The fr e e  black m an, alw ays p rese n t in co lon ia l A m erica  

em erg ed  as a  defin ite fac tor  of in fluence in the education of persons  

of h is  r a c e . He took the lead , for  exam ple, in estab lish in g  sep arate  

churches as a  p ro te st aga in st in e q u a litie s . The " F ree A frican  

S ociety"  was organ ized  on A pril 12, 1787. This institution  had the 

c h a r a c te r is t ic s  of a b enevolen t and re form  organ ization . The "F ree  

A frican  Society"  was the f ir s t  organ ization  by b lacks for b lacks and 

w as the f ir s t  step  by the b lack peop le in the United S tates toward an 

organ ized  so c ia l l ife . ^

D esp ite the sp orad ic efforts by benevolen t individuals and 

groups to enlighten  black m en, th ere  had alw ays been  certa in  

r e a ctio n a ry  fo r c e s  at w ork which im peded th eir in te llectua l p ro g re ss .

^W oodson, op. c i t . , p. 25; C. F . P a sc o e , C la ss ified  D igest  
of the R ecord s of the S ociety  for the P ropagation  of the G ospel in 
F o re ig n  P a r ts , 1701-1892 (London, 1893),

8 C harles W esley , R ichard A llen  A p ostle of F reed om  
(W ashington, D. C. : The A sso c ia ted  P r e s s ,  In c ., 1935), p. 11; 
B lack  p rea c h e rs R ichard A llen  and A bsalom  Jones organ ized  the 
" F ree A frican  S ociety  in P h iladelphia  on A p ril 12, 1787; H arry  
P lo sk i, The N egro A lm anac (New York: B ellw ether P ublishing  
Go. , Inc. , 1967), p. 4.
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Many c itiz en s  opposed  th eir education on the ground that th eir m ental 

im provem ent w as in con sisten t with their p osition  as p erson s held to 

se r v ic e . The teach ing of s la v es  and fr e e  b lacks to read  and w rite  

during the ante helium  period  w as s tr ic t ly  forbidden by law in many  

s ta te s . T hese law s had been in e ffec t s in c e  the ea r ly  decades of the 

nineteenth  century  when, at the tim e of the Denm ark V esey  and Nat 

Turner s la v e  u p r is in g s , s e v e r a l s ta tes  had p a sse d  a flu rry  of 

h a rsh ly  r e s tr ic t iv e  law s regard ing the education of s la v e s  and fr ee  

black s. In 1830, fo r  exam ple, L ouisiana forbid  the teaching of 

reading and w ritin g  to s la v es; in 1831 North C a ro lin a --ev id en tly  

rem em berin g  Nat T urner's re lig io u s  train ing by a p rea c h e r--h a d  

prohib ited  the teach ing of s la v e s  to preach . V irgin ia  did not perm it 

the teaching of reading and w ritin g , nor did A labam a and South 

C arolina. 9

T here w as n ever put forw ard  any sy ste m a tic  effort to 

e le v a te  the b lack  m an p rior  to I860. It is  sa fe  to sa y  that l e s s  than 

ten p ercen t of the b lack adults had rudim ents of education in 1860. 19

*^Edgar W. Knight, E ducational T heories and P ractice : A 
D ocum entary H isto ry  of Education in the South B efore  I860 (Chapel 
Hill; U n iv ersity  of North C arolina P r e s s ,  1949), pp. 4 7 4-476 .

lOW oodson, op. c it . , p. 228.



P rob lem  Statem ent - 1860-1880

The period  I960 through 1880 re p r esen ts  a traum atic period  

in h isto ry  for the b lack m an regard ing h is r o le  as a s la v e  and his 

educational p reparation  for  h is ro le  as a fr e e  m an. During the Civil 

War and the recon stru ction  period  m any benevolen t individuals and 

organ izations attem pted  to provide education for h is en lightenm ent 

w h ile a s la v e  and as a fr e e  m an.

During th is period  education w as v iew ed  by b lacks as the 

m o st s ign ifican t elem en t fo r  their uplift. Schools w e re  open, to 

w hich th ere w as a gen eral rush  by b lacks to quench th eir  th irst for  

know ledge. Many gray heads could be seen  even in the Sabbath- 

sch o o ls . Such a stam pede, such an ardent d e s ir e  for knowledge 

w as not and p o ssib ly  w ill n ever be w itn esse d  anyw here e ls e  in the 

h is to ry  of A m erica ,

Throughout the South, old m en  and w om en could be seen  

sittin g  with th eir ch ildren  fa r  into the night try ing  to m a ster  the 

rudim ents of education. F o r  m any, th is was the f ir s t  opportunity  

they had been  afforded to avail th em se lv es  to an educational 

endeavor,  ̂^

l l j a y  S. Stow e ll, M ethodist A dventure in N egro Education  
(New York: The M ethodist Book Concern, 1922), p. 18.



The f ir s t  sch oo ls organ ized  by the F re ed m e n 's  S o c ie tie s , 

w e re  indeed p r im itiv e  a ffa ir s . Many of them  w ere star ted  in 

churches to provide an opportunity fo r  b lacks to lea r n  to read  the 

B ib le . Many individuals of a ll ages w e re  ab le to take advantage of 

the education provided  by th ese  sch o o ls .

The F re ed m e n 's  Bureau was esta b lish e d  by the United States  

C ongress M arch 3, 1865 as the B ureau of R efu gees , F reed m en , and 

Abandoned L ands. This B ureau was attached to the War D epartm ent 

and w as m ain ta ined  until 1872, when C on gression a l action  abolished  

it. It su p e rv ised  and m anaged a ll abandoned land s, and controlled  

a ll su bjects re la tin g  to re fu g ees  and b lacks. The education of black  

peop le b ecam e one of its  sp ec ia l duties.

The m o st enduring contribution of th is institution  w as the 

estab lish m en t of sch oo ls  for  h igh er education  of the black m an,

F isk , Howard, Hampton and m any other institution s had their  

inception  during th is period .

The fu ll extent of the d iffusion  of education for the black  

adult in A m erica  during th is p eriod  from  1860-1880 is not known. 

This com ponent of A m erican  H istory  has been  som ew hat overlooked

IZ lb id ., p. 24.

1 ̂ Edward A . Johnson, A School H istory  of the N egro R ace  
in A m erica  (R aleigh: Edw ards and Broughton, P r in te rs  and 
B in d ers, 1890), pp. 137-138.
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by h is to r ia n s . The fu ll extent of the d iffusion  of education for  the 

black m an in A m erica  during th is period  from  1860-1880 is  not 

known. The p rob lem , then, is  to exam ine the docum ents, evaluate  

the content, and p rese n t a s e t  of con clu sion s which ought to 

illu m in ate th is tw enty y ea r  period  as it  r e la tes  to the typ es of adult 

education for the black m an.

The dem and for  a h isto ry  of A m erican  education for the black  

m an is  now g re a t. The sy ste m a tic  denial of a h isto ry  of the b lack  

m an has tended to d isto r t the s e lf - im a g e  of A m erica n s, w hite and 

black . Today the p o sition  of A fro -A m eric a n  h isto ry  as an im portant 

segm en t of A m erica n  h isto ry  has b ecom e estab lish ed . It is  re c o g 

n ized  tT-'at A m erica n  h isto ry  includ es m any ethnic groups and not just 

one. W ithout being exp osed  to th is com plete h isto ry  n eith er b lacks 

nor w h ites a re  educated  fo r  the hard r e a lit ie s  of life .

A ssu m p tions

In the conceptualization  of th is study sev e ra l assum ption s  

w e re  made:

1. M any b lack  and w hite individuals and organ izations provided  

adult education a c t iv it ie s  for the uplift of the black m an  

during the tw enty y ea r  p eriod  from  1860-1880.

2. During th is period , education  w as view ed as the m o st  

s ig n ifica n t elem en t for  the uplift of the b lack  man and 

th er e  w as an unquenchable th ir s t  fo r  know ledge by th e
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black  m an. N ever b efore had th ere been such  an ardent 

d e s ir e  fo r  knowledge; th erefore  efforts w e re  m ade to  

sy ste m a tic a lly  develop  a susta in ing  educational program  

for the black m an w hile a s la v e  and as a fr e e  m an.

3. Individuals and organ izations u tilized  a m ultitude of 

approaches in th eir  attem pt to in stru ct the black adult 

in th eir educational endeavors.

L im itations

The purview  of th is h is to r ic a l study is  lim ited  to the tw enty  

y e a r  period , from  1860-1880. It fo c u se s  p rim a rily  on the types of 

educational a c t iv it ie s  that w ere  provided the b lack adult. No attem pt 

is  being m ade to do a total h is to r ic a l study of th is period .

Q uestions

The ob jective of th is study w as to in vestiga te  the follow ing  

questions;

1. To what extent did black m en a s s i s t  in providing  

education fo r  m em b ers of their race?

2. Who w ere the ind iv idu als, s o c ie t ie s  and co m m issio n s  

that provided  education  fo r  the black  adult?

3. What m ethods of in stru ction  w ere u tilized  by th ese  

ind iv iduals, s o c ie t ie s  and co m m issio n s?
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4. To what extent did the groups in opposition  to the educa

tion of b lacks su cceed ?

5. What w e re  the p o litic a l, so c ia l and econom ic reasons  

that generated  efforts to educate the b lack m an and then  

the d iscontinuation  of th ose  efforts?

6. What types of adult education cu rr icu la  did the in stitu 

tions of h igher education for  the black  man provide?

7. Was th ere  a national sy ste m a tic  e ffort to enlighten  the 

black  m an? What w as the attitude of the governm ent?

8. What r o le  did the agricu ltu ra l s o c ie t ie s  play in the 

education  of the b lack m an?

9. W ere th ere educational a c t iv it ie s  provided  for  the 

p h y sica lly  handicapped b lack  man such  as the deaf, 

m ute, and blind?

10. What type of m a ss  education was provided, e .g .  

n ew sp apers, pam phlets and conventions?



CHAPTER II

RELATED LITERATURE

To th is in v e stig a to r 's  know ledge, this is  the f ir s t  attem pt by- 

anyone to do an in-depth  study of the Types of Adult Education for 

the B lack  Adult During the P er io d  F rom  I860- 1880. The investiga tor  

cam e to th is co n slu sio n  after search in g  the liter a tu re  for approxi

m ately  two y ea r s  for  previous stu d ies of this nature. Included a lso  

w as a com puter sea r ch  of the Education R eso u rces  Inform ation  

Center (ERIC), which provided  litt le  inform ation . A sid e  from  a few  

gen era l h is to r ic a l stu d ie s , very  l itt le  has been w ritten  about the 

su bject. The purpose of this chapter is  to re fle c t  the nature of 

previou s stu d ies  re la ting  to B lack  H istory  and show how they  

in su ffic ien tly  co v e r  the area  of adult education during this sp ec ific  

p eriod  of tim e 1860-1880,

Woodson^ in h is study of The Education of the N egro P r io r  

to 1861, concentrated  on the broad scop e of education. This w as the

^Carter G, Woods on. The Education of the N egro P r io r  to 
I860 (New York: A rno P r e s s  & New York T im es, 1968),



13

f ir s t  attem pt to cover  a ll p hases of education of the black m an. This 

study indicated  that th ere w e re  b r ie f ev id en ces of adult education on 

the p lantations, but s la v e r y  b ecam e an ind u stria l rather than a 

p atriarcha l in stitu tion , and it w as gen er a lly  concluded that education  

would lead  to too m uch s e lf - a s s e r t io n . The w eakn ess of th is study  

as it r e la tes  to the cu rren t investiga tion  is  in its  attem pts to cover  

education  fo r  b lack  youth as w e ll as adults. T herefore , no in-depth  

concentration  w as m ade on adult education . M ore im portantly, he 

d ea lt only w ith black  education  prior  to 1861,

Bond,  ̂ did a s ta t is t ic a l  study of the h is to ry , econom ics and 

fin ance, and the educational prob lem s of the b lack m an in A m erica  

during the p eriod  from  I860 to 1930, H is study p resen ted  a program  

of action  and a p lea  for  educational planning. It attacked the p rob lem s  

of b lack life  in a fundam ental and co m preh en sive m anner. This w as 

the f ir s t  book to p lace b lack  education in its  so c ia l and econom ic  

se ttin g . This w ork is  com plem en tary  to W oodson's study in that it 

co v e rs  the p eriod  from  I860 to 1930, H ow ever, v ery  l itt le  m ention  

w as m ade of adult education per s e .

^H orace Mann Bond, The Education of the N egro in the 
A m erica n  S ocia l O rder (N ew York: P re n t ic e  H all Inc, , 1934),
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G rattan's^ book In Q uest of Knowledge; A H isto rica l 

P e r sp e c tiv e  on A dult E ducation , w as m ade p o ss ib le  by financia l 

support of the Fund for Adult E ducation. It is  a d d r essed  to a ll  

p erso n s who a re  in tere sted  in any phase of adult education. 

M aintaining that adult education has been  going on s in c e  the 

beginning of h is to r y , the author sk etch es the W estern  European  

background from  p r im itiv e  m an to the industria l revolution  and a lso  

A m erican  efforts in adult education . Although he co v ered  the period  

from  1700 to 1950, he fa iled  to m ention  the b lack  m an.

K now les^ in h is book. The Adult E ducation M ovem ent in the 

United S tates co v e re d  the h is to r y  of adult education  from  colon ial 

days to 1962. He traced  the r o le  adult education has p layed in the 

d evelop m en t of a national cu ltu re , and show s how s o c ie ta l fo r ces  

have influenced  adult tren ds. The contributions and goa ls of such  

o rgan ization s as the A m erican  A sso c ia t io n  fo r  A dult E ducation, the 

N ational Education  A sso c ia tio n  D epartm ent of Adult Education of the 

U .S .A . a re  d isc u sse d  along w ith the prob lem s fac in g  adult education  

and the need  to es ta b lish  a coordinated , continuous p rogram .

^H artley G. Grattan, In Q uest of Knowledge: A H isto r ica l 
P e r sp e c tiv e  on A dult Education (New York: A sso c ia t io n  P r e s s ,  
1955).

'^Malcolm K now les, The Adult Education  M ovem ent in the 
United S tates (N ew York: H olt, R inehart & W inston, I n c ., 1962).
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K now les a lm o st co m p lete ly  overlooked  the contributions of the black  

m an and the adult education a c t iv it ie s  that w e re  provided  for  h is  

in te llec tu a l grow th , although h is study d oes cover the period  being  

in v e stig a ted  in th is study.

Bullock^ in h is  book, A H istory  of N egro Education in the 

South exam ined  the educational opportunities of southern  b lack m en  

from  e a r ly  co lon ia l tim e s  to 1967. He argu es that an unintended  

con seq u en ce of the s la v e  econom y was the crea tio n  of opportunities  

fo r  the black man w hich  led  gradually to h is  em ancipation . He a lso  

d isc u sse d  the contribution  of the Southern E ducation Board and the 

S la ter , Jean es and R osenw ald  funds to the d evelopm ent of a b lack  

sch oo l sy ste m  w ith in  the fram ew ork  of w h ite southern  approval.

In th is m anner a com plete  fin anc ia l and ad m in istra tive  structu re  

fo r  educating b lacks "separate but equal" w as firm ly  esta b lish ed . 

B ullock  a lso  co v e re d  the period  currently  being investiga ted , 

h ow ever, h is p rim e con cern  w as the education of youth and not

Puder^ exp lored  the se v e r a l types of adult education ex istin g  

w ithin  the C onfederate S tates during the C iv il War period  in h is

^Henry A llen  B ullock , A H istory  of N egro Education in the 
South (C am bridge: H arvard U n iversity  P r e s s , 1967).

^W illiam  P u der, "A Study of Adult E ducation E x istin g  in the 
C onfederate S tates of A m erica  F eb ru ary , 1861 to M ay, 1865" 
(unpublished P h .D . d is se r ta t io n , F lo rid a  S tate U n iversity , 1968).
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study en titled , "A Study of the Types of Adult Education E x istin g  in 

the C onfederate S tates of A m erica  F eb ru a ry , 1861 to May, 1865. " 

He not only identified  se v e r a l types of adult education  a c t iv it ie s , he 

a lso  d escr ib ed  the s o c ia l , p o litic a l, p sy ch o lo g ica l and r e lig io u s  

conditions in the con federacy  that gen erated  adult education and 

identified  ce rta in  of the p e rso n a lit ie s  who re co g n ized  the need  for  

such  a ctiv ity  and m ade efforts to encourage the education of black  

adults. P uder sp a rin g ly  covered  the black  adult during th is period , 

although an attem pt w as m ade to incorp orate the two r a c e s .

The m ajor developm ent and expansion  of the black co lle g e  

b elongs to the era  w hich  fo llow ed  the C ivil W ar. H olm es's^  study  

en titled . The E volution  of the N egro C o lle g e , in terp rets  the ev en ts , 

the so c ia l fo r c e s  and the attitudes of individuals and groups w hich  

a ffected  the esta b lish m en t and developm ent of b lack  co lleg e s  and 

thus d eterm ined  the ch aracter  of the opportunities fo r  h igher  

education av a ila b le  to b lacks in c o lle g e s , u n iv e r s it ie s  and p r o fe s 

s iona l sch oo ls  lo ca ted  m ain ly  in the Southern s ta te s . Although  

H olm es covered  the educational a c t iv it ie s  provided  by b lack co lleges , 

he w as con cern ed  ex c lu s iv e ly  with h igh er education w hich had its  

m ajor developm ent a fter  1865.

^D. O liver H o lm es, The E volution  of the N egro C ollege  
(N ew York: A rno P r e s s  & The New York T im es , 1969).
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F rom  a h is to r ica l p ersp ec tiv e , m any p hases of black  

education have been covered  by th ese  stu d ie s . They a lso  shed  light  

on the need for other s tu d ies , particu larly  in the f ie ld  of adult 

education during the period  from  1860-1880. This investiga tion  

re p r esen ts  an effort to fu lfill that need.



CHAPTER III

PROCEDURE

Data r e tr ie v a l, a technique of h is to r ic a l re sea rc h  was used  

in this study. Its purpose is  to gather inform ation  from  p rim ary  or 

secondary so u r c e s . A second ary so u rce  is  one or m o r e tim es  

rem oved  from  the orig in al ob servation , (a report from  a second 

hand w itn ess  or a book which su m m a rizes  the contents of original 

reports a re  second ary so u rce s). A p rim ary  so u rce  is  one which  

has d ir ec t a c c e s s  to an orig in al ob servation , (an orig in a l m an u scrip t 

or a report from  an eye w itn ess  a re  p rim ary  so u rce s  of in form a

tion).

To identify and d escr ib e  the se v e r a l types of adult education  

which a r o se  in A m erica  1860 through 1880 for the b lack  adult, the 

investiga tor  exam ined, syn thesized , and analyzed  m a ter ia ls  from  a 

num ber of p rim ary  and second ary so u r c e s .

An in itia l inquiry w as sen t to 75 institution s and ag en cies  

requesting  inform ation  concerning adult education fo r  the black m an  

during the p eriod  from  1860-1880. N inety p ercen t return  was 

re ce iv e d  (68). Included in this population w e re  fiv e  individuals 

18
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con sidered  know ledgeable in th is area . D r. C harles H. W esley , 

fo rm er P re s id e n t of C entral State U n iversity  and cu rren tly  ed itor  

of The N egro H istory  B ulletin; D r. B enjam in Q uar les. P r o f e s s o r a t  

M organ State U n iversity  and author of m any books re lating  to Black  

H istory; D r. V incent Harding, D irector  of the Institute of the Black  

W orld; D r. Henry B ullock , P r o fe s s o r  at The U n iv ersity  of T exas at 

A ustin  and author of m any books re la ting  to Black H istory;

D r. D orothy P o r te r , C urator of the M orland room , Howard 

U n iversity .

C o llections of m a te r ia ls  w e re  studied  at the Ohio A r ch iv e s , 

C olum bus, Ohio; The Ohio S tate U n iversity  l ib r a r ie s , and M artin  

Luther King lib r a ry , Colum bus, Ohio; U n iversity  of C alifornia at 

L os A n geles lib r a ry , L os A n g e les , C alifornia; R o o se v e lt U n iversity  

and U n iversity  of Chicago l ib r a r ie s , C hicago, Illin o is; Central State 

U n iversity  and W ilberforce U n iversity  l ib r a r ie s , W ilberforce, Ohio; 

F isk  U n iversity  and T en n e ssee  S tate U n iversity  l ib r a r ie s , N ash v ille , 

T en nessee; Ph ilander Sm ith C o llege lib r a ry . L ittle  Rock, A rkan sas.



CHAPTER IV

EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS OF BENEVOLENT  

INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES

S im ultan eou sly  with the beginning of w ork in behalf of the 

black m an by the church o rgan iza tion s, th ere  sprung up a ll over  

A m erica , in E urope and in G reat B rita in  freed m an 's aid so c ie t ie s  

and c o m m iss io n s . Their w ork fo llow ed  various lin e s  of endeavor, 

but alw ays through the m o tiv e  of uplift and benefaction  to the 

d estitu te . T hey together w ith  the church so c ie t ie s  totaled  seventy -  

nine m ain  org a n iza tio n s, so m e of them  having branch so c ie t ie s  

w hich  ran into the hundreds. 1 Of the sev en ty -n in e  so c ie t ie s  l is te d  

by J o n es, th irty -n in e  had th eir  headquarters in  the North, sev e n  in 

the South, tw e lv e  in G reat B rita in  and other cou n tries . Tw enty-one  

had no head qu arters designated . The date of organ ization  of th ese  

s o c ie t ie s  show  c le a r ly  that the m ajority  of them  w e re  m e a su r es  to 

r e lie v e  the su ffer in g  and the unfortunate condition  of the black m an

^Thom as J e s s e  J o n es, "Negro Education, " U .S . B ureau of
Education B u llet in , No. 38 (1916), 297.
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until he b ecam e adjusted to h is new so c ia l re la tion sh ip s and had an 

opportunity to sec u r e  educational advantages from  public in stitu tion s. 

The follow ing table show s the d istribution  of dates of opening of the 

s ix ty -fo u r  s o c ie t ie s  for w hich  such  dates a re  known.

TABLE 1

NUMBER OF BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES ORGANIZED DURING 
THE YEARS FROM 1861 TO 18672

Y ear Number
1 8 6 1   1
1862   8
1863 ..........................................................  9
1864 ..........................................................  14
1865 ..........................................................  22
1866 ..........................................................  5
1867 .......................................................... _ 2

64

Of th is la rg e  num ber of s o c ie t ie s ,  the r e ce ip ts  of s ix tee n  

are known fo r  the period  1862 to 1874 to have am ounted to 

$3, 933, 278.  ̂ B lacks contributed  approxim ately  $500, 000 to the 

education and uplift of th eir own peop le . This was done through their  

church organ izations and through the F re ed m e n 's  S o c ie tie s .

2Ibid. , pp. 299-301; Paul S keels P ie r c e , The F re ed m e n 's  
B ureau (Iowa City: U n iv ersity  of Iowa P r e s s ,  1904), p. 127.

3 lb id ., p. 296.



BLACK CONTRIBUTIONS TO FR EED M EN 'S AID, 
1862-18704

O rganizations Y ears Am ount

A frican  M ethodist E piscop al Church Society 1862-1868 $ 166 ,660
P re sb y ter ia n  Church 1865-1866 3, 174

1866-1870 2 0 ,8 4 8
B altim ore A sso c ia tio n , etc . 1865-1866 6 ,0 0 0

1866-1867 23 ,371
L o u isv ille  B lacks 1865 4, 000
South C arolina B lacks 1866-1867 17,000
E astern  Sanitary C om m ission  B lacks 1866 3 ,200
A frican  C iviliza tion  S ociety 1868 53 ,7 3 7
New England S o ciety 1868-1872 798
M isce llan eou s 1866-1868 180 ,207

$ 4 7 8 ,995

The exact num ber of a sso c ia tio n s w hich  a s s is te d  in the 

educational effort of the black  m an is very  d ifficu lt to esta b lish , but 

as m any as seven ty -n in e  have been  liste d . 5

4 lb id ., p. 297. 

5 lb id ., pp. 299-301 .



SOCIETIES AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER ENGAGED 
IN FREEDM EN'S AID

H eadquarters O rganization

A m erican  B aptist H om e M ission ary
A sso c ia tio n  .............................  1863

A m erican  B ib le S ociety  New York . . .
A m erican  C olonization S o ciety  .............................  . . .
A frican  C iv iliza tion  S ociety  .............................  1864
A frican  M ethodist E piscopal 

M ission ary  S ociety  B rooklyn  1864
A m erican  F r e e w ill B aptist

A sso c ia tio n  .............................  1864
A m erican  F reed m en 's  Aid  

C om m ission  New York 1865
A m erican  F reed m en 's  Aid Union .............................  1865
A m erican  F reed m en 's  and Union

C om m ission  .............................  1865
The A m erican  B aptist Hom e

M issio n  S ociety  .............................  1832
A m erican  H om e M ission ary  S ociety  .............................  1867
A m erican  M issionary  A sso c ia tio n  New York 1846
A m erican  T ract S o ciety  .............................  . . .
A m erican  Union C om m ission  .............................  . . .
A rkansas R e lie f C om m ittee L ittle  Rock . . .
A uxilary  to the New England S o ciety  W arrenton, Va. , . .
B a ltim ore A sso c ia tio n  for the M oral 

and Educational Im provem ent of
the C olored P eop le B a lt im o re 1864

B en ezet F reed m en 's  R e lie f  
A sso c ia tio n  P h ilad elp h ia  1867

B irm ingham  and M idland F re ed m e n 's  B irm ingham ,
Aid A sso c ia tio n  England 1865

B oston  Educational C om m ission  B oston  1862
B r it ish  and F o re ig n  F reed m en 's  

A id S ociety  London 1866
B ureau of R efu gees, F reed m en , 

and Abandoned Lands W ashington 1865
Cincinnati Contraband R e lie f  

A sso c ia tio n  C incinnati 1862



TABLE 3 - -C ontinued

H eadquarters O rganization

C leveland A id C om m ission  
C om m ittee for  A id to the F reed m en  

of the W est 
Contraband R e lie f S ociety  
D arlington  C om m ittee  
D elaw are A sso c ia t io n  for the 

E ducation and M oral Im provem ent 
of the C olored  P eop le  

F re ed m e n 's  A id  Society  of the 
M ethodist E p iscop a l Church 

F re ed m e n 's  M utual Im provem ent 
S o c ie ty

F r e e w ill  B a p tist Church, Home 
M issio n a r y  S ociety  

F r ie n d s ' C olored  R e lie f A sso c ia t io n  
of P h ilad elp h ia  

F rie n d s ' A sso c ia t io n  for the Aid  
and E levation  of the F reed m en  

F rie n d s ' A sso c ia t io n  in A id of 
F reed m en  

F rie n d s A sso c ia t io n  of P h iladelphia  
and its  V ic in ity  for the R e lie f of 
C olored  F reed m en  

F rie n d s ' C entral R e lie f C om m ittee  
G eorgia  Equal R ights A sso c ia tio n  
G eorgia  State E ducational 

A sso c ia tio n  
H ick site  F r ie n d s ' A sso c ia tio n  
Indiana Y early  M eeting of F riend s  
L a d ies' P a tr io tic  A sso c ia tio n  
L eed s F re ed m e n 's  Aid A sso c ia tio n  
L e ic e s te r  F re ed m e n 's  Aid Society

Lineda N ational T em perance  
A sso c ia tio n  

London F re ed m e n 's  R e lie f  
A sso c ia tio n

St. Louis  
England

C harlottes v ill  e,V a. 

D over, N .H . 

P h iladelphia

1863
1863
1865

1866

1866

1866

P h iladelphia
England
G eorgia

G eorgia
P h iladelphia

L eed , England
L e ic e s te r ,
England

1863
1865
1866

1865
1864
1865 
1865

1865

1867

1863



TABLE 3 - -C ontinued

H eadquarters O rganization

M an ch ester A sso c ia t io n  M an ch ester,
England 1865

M ethodist Church, F re ed m e n 's
Aid S o ciety    1866

M a ssa c h u setts  E p iscop a l A s s o c ia 
tion for  the P rom otion  of C hristian  
K now ledge Am ong the F reed m en  
and Other C olored  P er so n s  of the
South and Southw est B oston  1865

N a sh v ille  R efu gees A id  S o c ie ty  N a sh v ille  . . .
N ational A sso c ia t io n  for  the R e lie f  

of D estitu te  C olored  W omen and
C hildren  W ashington 1863

N ational C om m ittee of B r itish  
F re ed m e n 's  Aid S o c ie tie s  London 1865

N ational F re ed m e n 's  R e lie f  
A sso c ia t io n  of the D is tr ic t
of Colum bia W ashington 1862

N ational F re ed m e n 's  R e lie f 
A sso c ia t io n  of New  York New York 1862

New England F re ed m e n 's  A id  S ociety  B oston  1862
N ew England R efu gees ' A id S o ciety  ........................  . . .
New England Y e a rly  M eeting of New B edford ,

F rien d s M a ss. 1864
New H am pshire F re ed m e n 's  R e lie f  

A sso c ia t io n  Concord 1863
N orthham pton A sso c ia t io n  Northham pton,

England 1865
N orth w estern  F re ed m e n 's  A id  

C om m ission  C hicago 1863
Orthodox F rien d s A sso c ia t io n  P h ilad elp h ia  1865
P re sb y ter ia n  Church, G eneral

C om m ittee on F reed m en  ......................... 1865
P re sb y ter ia n  Church, C om m ittee

of H om e M iss io n s  ......................... 1873
P en n sy lvan ia  F re ed m e n 's  R e lie f  

A sso c ia t io n  P h ilad elp h ia  1862



TABLE 3 - - Continued

D ate of
Nam e H eadquarters O rganization

P ittsb u rg  F re ed m e n 's  R e lie f
A sso c ia tio n Pittsb u rg 1864

P o rt Royal R e lie f C om m ittee Ph iladelphia 1862
P ro testa n t E piscop al F reed m en 's

C om m ission New York 1865
R eform ed  P re sb y ter ia n  B oard of

M issio n s 1864
Savannah E ducational A sso cia tio n Savannah 1864
S o ld ier s' M em oria l S ociety B oston
Southern F am in e R e lie f C om m ittee Alabam a
Union and E m ancipation  S o ciety M an chester,

England
United P re sb y ter ia n s
United S tates C hristian  C om m ission
United S tates C om m ission  fo r  the

R e lie f of the National F reed m en W ashington 1863
U nited S tates Sanitary  C om m ission 1861
U nited W estern  F re ed m e n 's  Aid

C om m ission 1865
W ashington F re ed m e n 's  S ociety W ashington 1864
W estern  F re ed m e n 's  Aid

C om m ission Cincinnati 1862
W estern  Sanitary C om m ission
W om en's A id A sso c ia tio n P hiladelphia 1865
W orkm en's A u x iliary  of the

Midland A sso c ia tio n England 1865

The b e st  known of a ll the organ izations and so c ie t ie s  w hich  

did ex ten siv e  educational work am ong the freed m en  are  perhaps the 

A m erican  M issio n a ry  A sso c ia tio n  of the C ongregational Church,
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The A m erican  B aptist H om e M ission  S ociety , The A frican  

M ethodist E piscopal Church S ociety  and The F re ed m e n 's  Aid Society  

of the M ethodist E p iscop al Church.

A m erican  M issionary  A sso cia tio n  

The A m erican  M issionary  A sso cia tio n  w as form ed  in 1846 

through a m e rg er  of four e a r lie r  b o d ie s - -th e  A m istad  C om m ittee, 

the Union M issio n a ry  S ociety , The C om m ittee for W est Indian 

M iss io n s , and the W estern  E vange lica l M issionary  Society  for work  

am ong the A m erican  Indians. Although orig in ally  th ese  organ iza 

tions w ere  not p r im a rily  in tere sted  in m issio n a r y  w ork among black  

s la v e s ,  they shared  certa in  e sse n t ia l so c ia l and re lig io u s  con cepts, 

including an eth ica l b e lie f in the in justice of human s la v e r y  and a  

d e s ir e  to pursue m iss io n a r y  w ork on a n ti-s la v e r y  p r in c ip les .

B efore  the C ivil W ar, the A m erican  M issionary  A sso c ia tio n  worked  

among b lacks in A fr ica , the W est Indies, Canada, and the United  

S tates and had ca r ried  on certa in  a c t iv it ie s  in the s la v e  s ta te s . It 

w as so w e ll prepared  by this work that at the outbreak of the War it  

w as ready to im m edia te ly  fo llow  Union A rm ies into the South. Non

sec ta r ia n  in ch aracter , the ch ie f support of the A m erican
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M issio n a ry  A sso c ia tio n , how ever, cam e from  the C ongregation- 

a l is t s ,  W esleyan  M ethodist, and F r e e  W ill B aptist. ^

B efo re  the end of the year 1861, th ere  w e re  re p r esen ta tiv e s  

of the A m erican  M ission ary  A sso c ia tio n  in m any p laces  of need . 

They w e re g iving both sec u la r  and re lig io u s in stru ction . "Eighteen  

hundred b lacks re ce iv e d  instruction  under their ch arge.

In 1862 and 1863 the work of the A m erican  M issionary  

A sso c ia tio n  w as rapidly extended. Schools w e re  opened at Newport 

N ew s, P ortsm ou th , and Yorktown, V irgin ia; at B eaufort, St. H elena  

and P o rt R oyal, South Carolina; at W ashington, D. C. at St. L ou is, 

M issou ri; at C arlo, Illin o is; at Colum bus, Ohio; at M em phis, 

T en n essee; at Corinth and Camp Shiloh, M iss is s ip p i. 9 The w ork of

^A m erican  M issionary  A sso c ia tio n , Annual R eports 1862- 
1872 (New York: A m erican  M issionary  A sso c ia t io n ), p. 13.

^Paul S keels P ie r c e ,  The F re ed m e n 's  Bureau (Iowa City: 
U n iv ersity  of Iowa P r e s s ,  1904), p. 26.

^Augustus F ie ld  B eard , A C rusade of Brotherhood (Boston: 
The P ilg r im  P r e s s ,  1909), p. 124; "The B oston  E ducational 
C om m ission , under the p resid en cy  of G overnor John A . A ndrew , 
aided in the fund which sen t m ore than 70 te a ch ers to the South, " 
1862.

9 p ie r c e , op. c it .
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the A m erican  M issio n a ry  A sso c ia tio n  w as continued and extended. 

B efore  the w ar c lo sed , freed m en  of a ll ages in F lo rid a , in 

L ouisiana, Southern M iss is s ip p i and in K ansas w ere  under its  care  

and instru ction . 10

In 1864 the tea ch ers and m is s io n a r ie s  under the A m erican  

M ission ary  A sso c ia tio n  tota led  250. They in c re a se d  to 320 in 1865. 

In 1866 in cooperation  w ith the F reed m en 's  B ureau the A sso c ia tio n  

financed  and d irec ted  the a c t iv it ie s  of 350 w o r k e rs. H  The work had 

in that y ea r  extended into T ex a s, M aryland, Kentucky, and A labam a. 

In 1867 the num ber of m is s io n a r ie s  and tea ch ers had in c re a se d  to 

528 w h ile in 1868 the tota l w as 532. 1  ̂ B efore the w ar the a s s o c ia 

tion had re ce ip ts  of approxim ately  $40 ,0 0 0  y ea r ly . In 1867 th is had 

grow n to $334, 500 in cash  and clothing to the value of $90, 000. 13 

B etw een  1867 and 1870, the F reed m en 's  Bureau a llotted  

$243, 753. 22 to the A m erican  M ission ary  A sso c ia tio n  fo r  its  work  

am ong freed m en  and re fu g e e s . 1  ̂ Much of this m oney w as spent to 

e sta b lish  a group of institution s intended for second ary  and 

p ro fe ss io n a l education, p articu larly  teach er train ing fo r  young

l Olbid.

llB e a r d , op. c it . , p. 139.

12 jo n es , op. c it . , No. 39, pp. 275-276.

13lbid.

l^H ouse E xecu tive R eports, No. 121, 4 1 st C on gress, 
2nd S e ss io n , p. 31.
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black  ad u lts. Its o ld e st sch oo l founded b efore the C ivil War as an 

in te r r a c ia l institution  w as B ere a  C ollege in K entucky. F ish  U niver

s ity  in N a sh v ille , T en n e ssee , Atlanta U n iversity  in G eorgia and 

Hampton Institute in V irgin ia  w e re  perhaps the b est known and m o st  

s u c c e ss fu l sch oo ls but the a sso c ia tio n  a lso  esta b lish ed  norm al 

sch o o ls  at C harleston , South Carolina; M acon, G eorgia; T alladega  

and M obile, A labam a.

The A m erican  M issio n a r y  A sso c ia tio n  ea r ly  becam e

in te r e ste d  in the education of the needy in the South. In 1857 the

young m iss io n a r y , John G. F e e , who w as in K entucky, w rote to

h is  su pp orters that;

A c o lle g e  is  needed w hich  sh a ll be to Kentucky what 
O berlin  is  to O h io --a  sch o o l under C hristian  influence; 
a sch oo l that w ill fu rn ish  the b est p o ssib le  fa c il it ie s  for  
th ose  of sm a ll m eans who have energy of ch aracter  that 
w ill lea d  them  to work th eir way through th is w orld .

T his le tte r  w ritten  from  B ere a , Kentucky, w as the e x p re ssio n  of

hope which cu lm inated  in the opening of B ere a  C o llege in 1859 with

R everend  John A . R ogers as its  head. C losed  during the w ar, it w as

reopened  in  1865 under the sa m e p rincipal. In 1868 B erea  had an

en ro llm ent of two hundred students of whom  but on e-th ird  w e re  w h i t e ^

l^ A m erican  M issio n a r y  A sso c ia tio n , Annual R eports, 1866 
(New York: A m erican  M issio n a r y  A sso c ia tio n ), p. 11.

l^ B ea rd , op. c i t . , p. 100.

1 7 jo n es , op. c i t . , No. 38, p. 284.
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The A m erican  M issio n a ry  A sso c ia tio n , from  its beginning, 

w as alw ays a c tiv e ly  engaged in efforts to im prove the condition of 

the b lack  m an. F ir s t ,  it w as an a n ti-s la v e r y  advocant; second, it 

provided  r e lie f  s e r v ic e s  fo r  the b lack man during and im m ediate ly  

fo llow ing the C ivil W ar, F in a lly , at str a teg ic  points throughout the 

South, educational institution s w e re  s e t  up for  b lacks to acquire  

sk il ls  in education. On Septem ber 17, 1861 th is a sso c ia tio n  opened  

a sch oo l at Hampton, V irgin ia . This school w as the n ucleus from  

w hich  Hampton Institute developed .

During its ea r ly  sta g e , Hampton Institute w as a sm a ll op era

tion . A cottage w as sec u r ed  from  the m ilita ry  o ff ic e r s , and a b lack  

w om an, M ary P eak e, w as put in charge of the sch o o l. The school 

had an en rollm ent of th ree  hundred in its  f ir s t  y ea r . When the sch oo l 

outgrew  the cottage the A m erican  M issionary  A sso c ia tio n  w as g iven  

the u se  of the partly  d estroyed  courthouse for  educational p urposes. 

A fter  it w as rep a ired , the w ork w as continued th ere until 1865.

In 1866 G eneral Sam uel C. A rm strong, who la te r  becam e  

princ ipa l of the sch oo l, a rr iv ed  in Hampton as superintendent of the 

F re ed m e n 's  B ureau w ork in that d is tr ic t . He su g g ested  to the 

au th orities of the a sso c ia tio n  that Hampton was the spot for a

l^ O liver W endell H o lm es, The E volution of the N egro  
C ollege (New York; Arno P r e s s  and New York T im es , 1969), p. 76; 
A m erican  M issio n a ry  A sso c ia tio n , Annual R eport, 1863, p. 37.
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p erm anent and great educational w ork, and recom m ended that the 

valuab le esta te  ca lled  "L ittle Scotland, com prisin g  one hundred and 

fifty -n in e  a c r e s  fronting on Hampton R iver and then in the m arket, 

be purchased" for the perm anent loca tion  of an industrial school for  

the fr eed m e n . ^9 The a sso c ia tio n  ra ised  the sum  of $9, 000 toward  

the purchase of th is prop erty . At th is juncture the executor of the 

A v ery  esta te  (an esta te  in w hich  there w as a leg a c y  of $250, 000 for  

black  education) a rr iv ed  at Ham pton. The executor saw the need  of 

en largem en t and gave from  th is leg a c y  the sum  of $10, 000. This 

g ift enabled the purchase of the s ite  of Hampton School. 20 A rm strong  

w as ask ed  to b ecom e p rincipal o f the institution , and he accep ted  on 

June 4, 1870. A ch arter w as granted  by the G eneral A ssem b ly  of 

V irgin ia  to the institution; and it was incorporated  as "Hampton

l^ B eard , op. c it. , p. 126; F ra n ce s Greenwood Peabody, 
E ducation for L ife, the Story  of Hampton Institute (New York: 
Doubleday P age and Co. , 1918), p. 96.

2 0 u ilin  W. L ea v e ll, Philanthropy In N egro Education  
(N ash ville: G eorge Peabody C o lleg e , 1930), p. 35; B eard, op. c i t . , 
p. 126; The sch oo l at a tim e of v ita l need  r e ce iv e d  over $50, 000 
from  G eneral Howard for im p rovem en t, taken from  F reed m en 's  aid  
funds; A fu rther appropriation  by the F reed m en 's  B ureau of $1 3 ,0 0 0  
and a g ift of $10, 000 by M rs. Stephen G riggs of New York w e re  
m ade by 1868. B efore  1870 the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau had m ade 
another grant of $20, 000 and in that y ea r  $13, 000 m ore w as r a ised  
in the N orth, w hich  $33, 000 w as u sed  to er e c t  the building known 
as "A cadem ic Hall".
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N orm al and A gr icu ltu ra l Institute". ^  ̂ In 1870 it  w as p laced  under  

the control of a non-denom inational board of influentia l white m en  

of both North and the South.

This institution  fe lt  in its  ea r ly  developm ent a ll of the 

in fluences that aided  in the further en largem ent of the sy ste m  of 

education for the black m an, nam ely the m iss io n a r y  endeavor of the 

church, governm ent sanction  through the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau, 

p rivate philanthropy in the orig inal purchase m oney of the perm anent 

loca tion , and the in te r e sts  of both northern and southern  w hites as 

its  f ir s t  tr u s te e s .

In the report of the execu tive com m ittee of the A m erican  

M ission ary  A sso c ia t io n  for 1868 there is  g iven  a d escr ip tion  of the 

w ork at Hampton from  w hich the follow ing ex cerp ts  a re  taken:

J on es, op. c it . , No. 39, p. 625; The ch arter  read, "The 
Hampton N orm al and A gr icultu ral Institute, fo r  the Colored in the 
various com m on sch o o l, academ ic and c o lle g ia te  b ran ch es, the 
b e st  m ethods of teaching the sam e and the b e s t  m ade of p ractica l 
industry in its  application  to agricu ltu re and the m echanic arts;  
and fo r  the carry in g  out of th ese  p urposes the sa id  T ru stee s  m ay  
esta b lish  departm ents or sch oo ls in the sa id  in stru ctio n s ."

22peabody, op. c it . , p. 100; Arthur J . K lein , "Survey of 
N egro C olleges and U n iv ers itie s , " United S tates B ureau of Education  
B u lle t in , No. 7 (1928), p. 885.



This "Whipple Farm " l ie s  upon Hampton R oads, The 
sch oo l and hom e b uild ings, valued  at $20, 000 occupy a 
beautiful s ite  upon the sh o re . They are  so  fu rn ished  and 
arranged as to o ffer the students the help to right liv in g

The aim  of education as con ce ived  by th ose in charge of this

exp er im en t and the m ethod of attain ing that aim  a re  indicated  by the

d escr ip tio n  of the work in agricu ltu re  and hom e econom ics:

In the farm  w ork, under the constant d irec tion  of an 
educated p ra ctic a l fa r m er , the graduates of this in s t i
tution w ill have learned  both the theory  and p ra ctic es  
of the m o st p rofitab le m ethods of a g ricu ltu re . The 
fe m a le  students do a ll the h om e-w ork  of the boarding  
departm ent. Thus, in  the h om e, on the farm  and in the  
sch oo l room  the students have the opportunity to lea r n  
the th ree  g reat le s s o n s  of l ife - -h o w  to l i fe ,  how to 
labor, and how to teach  o th ers , 24

The cu rr icu lu m , coverin g  a th r e e -y e a r  co u rse  ex p re ssed  

the s e v e r e ly  p ra ctic a l ideas of the facu lty , for  nothing w as included  

that could not be u sed  daily  a fter graduation. The f ir s t  year  

fu rn ished  the elem en tary  tool su bjects w ith geography, voca l m u sic ,  

r h eto r ica l e x e r c is e , and g y m n a stics . In the second  y ea r th ese  

su bjects w e re  in ten sif ie d  with the addition  of elem en tary  form s of 

b u sin ess  a g ric u ltu re , ch em istry , s o il a n a ly s is , and a sm a ll am ount 

of teach ing. During the th ird  y ea r  the study of E nglish  language

23A m erican  M issio n a r y  A sso c ia t io n , Annual R eport, 1868,
p, 35; H olm es, op. c it , , p , 86,

2 4 lb id ,, p, 35,
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included read in g , com position , oration  and bookkeeping. The other 

su bjects w e re  continued with the addition of p ractic ing  teaching in 

the B utler and L incoln  M odel Sch ools. In addition to th eir  sch ool 

w ork, th ese  young adult students w orked four or f iv e  hours a day at 

m anual labor fo r  the f ir s t  and th ird  te r m s. The ex p en ses  w ere  very  

low . Tuition w as $1. 50 a month, room s 75 cents a month; board, 

laundry, and lig h ts  togeth er $1. 75 per w eek . Students could earn  

m oney for  labor of from  three to four hours a day at the ra te of 

from  four to tw elv e  cen ts  per hour.

The A m erica n  B aptist Hom e M issio n  S ociety  

The A m erica n  B ap tist H om e M issio n  S ociety , organ ized  in 

1832, united a ll branches of the B ap tist denom inations in an effort  

to ev a n g e lize  the W est w h ere the tide of m igration  w as stea d ily  

flow in g, thus offerin g  a fe r ti le  fie ld  for a m ilitan t C hristian  effort. 

W ithin a y ea r  a fter  the outbreak of the C ivil War, an agent of the 

so c ie ty  v is ite d  F o r t r e s s  M onroe and the ad jacent a re a , studied  the 

cond itions of the b lack  peop le th ere , and reported  its  fin din gs. The 

c r is i s  brought about by the p o litica l and s o c ia l upheaval, w hich  

re su lte d  in fr e e in g  the b lacks in the D is tr ic t  of Colum bia and the 

p rop osed  gradual abo lition  of s la v ery , w as the m o st im portant

^ 5lbid ., p. 36.
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m atter  before the annual m eetin g  of the so c ie ty  held  in P rov id en ce , 

Rhode Island, May 29, 1862. At that m eetin g  reso lu tion s w e re  

adopted that preparation  be m ade at once to send m is s io n a r ie s  and 

te a ch ers into the South and a ll other a c c e s s ib le  a re a s as rapidly  

as p o ssib le . ^6

E arly  in 1862, b lacks who sought refu ge behind the Union lin e s  

w e re  provided  instru ction  in education by the A m erican  B aptist H om e  

M issio n  S o ciety . T ea ch ers of th is organ ization  w e re  able to ca p ita lize  

on the influence that b lack  m in is te r s  had on m em b ers of th eir ra c e .  

B enjam in B raw ley  notes so m e of th ese a c t iv it ie s  in h is book, A Short 

H istory  of the A m erican  Negro:

The f ir s t  step  of the A m erican  B aptist H om e M ission  
S ociety  for  re fu g ees  who cam e into the lin e s  of the Union 
A rm y w as taken in  January, 1862 and the f ir s t  teach ers  
w e re appointed in June of that y ear . W henever they  
could do so , the te a ch ers brought togeth er black  p reachers  
for  in stru ction  in the rudim ents of learn in g  and for  the 
organ ization  of ch u rch es, a sso c ia tio n s and conventions.
The idea of an educated  m in istry  becam e im portant when 
one thought how g re a t an influence p rea c h e rs have among  
black p eop le , and how m any people w e re  B a p tis ts .
G radually to m e et the dem and for th eir education, 
institution s of h igh er learn in g  w ere es ta b lish e d . Two 
devoted to the education of young m en, M orehouse  
C ollege and V irgin ia  Union U niversity; two devoted  to 
the train ing of young w om en, Spelm an Sem inary in 
A tlanta and H artshorn M em oria l C ollege in Richmond;

^^A m erican B a p tist Home M ission  S o ciety , Annual R eport,
1843, p. 17; H olm es, op. c it . , p. 120.



four that w e re  co -ed u ca tio n a l, B ishop C ollege in 
M arshall, T exas, B en ed ic t C ollege in Colum bia,
South C arolina, Shaw U n iversity  in R aleigh , North 
C arolina and Jackson C ollege in Jackson ,
M iss is s ip p i, 27

By 1870 the so c ie ty  had 720 students under instru ction  in its  

sch o o ls . 28 G ifts of m oney from  m any re so u r ces  m ade p o ssib le  the 

purchase of s ite s  and the er ec tio n  of buildings at m any points 

throughout the South.

R elated  to the educational effort for the freed m en  and la ter  

incorporated  into the organ ization  of the sch oo ls  of the S ociety  was 

the p ra ctic e  of building M in ister s' In stitu tes. T hese in stitu tes held  

s e s s io n s  for groups of uneducated m in is te r s  and deacons of the 

freed m en  for a sh ort study (usua lly  about ten days) of fundam ental 

d o ctr in es . A s e a r ly  as M ay, 1873, one of the N orthern  B aptist  

n ew sp apers com m ented  ed ito r ia lly  upon the rem ark ab le efforts  

along th is lin e  put forth  by E. W. W arren of A tlanta, G eorgia. Not 

only would w arren  provide a facu lty  to conduct an institute of a w eek  

or tw o, but would sea r ch  the a rea  surrounding the town w here the  

in stitu te was to be held  and find th ose who should attend. A fter

27B enjam in  B ra w ley , A Short H istory  of the A m erican  
N egro (New York: The M acm illan  Co. , 1919), p. 137.

28A m erican  B a p tist Hom e M ission  S o ciety , Annual R eport,
1870, p. 20.
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secur in g  th eir p ro m ise  of co -o p era tio n , he would transport them  to 

the in stitu te , find hom es for  them in c a se  the d istance forbade daily  

tra v el, and s e e  that they w e re  returned to th eir h om es. ^9 He was  

so  effec tiv e  that in 1875 the Southern Convention o ff ic ia lly  endorsed  

h is p rogram , W arren urged  the ex ten siv e  u se  of th ese  in stitu tes  

throughout the South, 31 and in the fo llow ing y ea r this a c tiv ity  w as  

begun by the H om e M ission  Board of the Southern Convention. 32 

The S ociety  a lso  becam e in tere sted  in this project. At the P h ila 

delphia a n n iversary  in 1875, a com m ittee  on F reed m en 's  Work 

recom m ended  that the B oard encourage w hite m in is ters  of the South  

to hold th ese  in stitu tes for the c la s s  of peop le who could not attend  

any of the S o ciety 's  sch o o ls , and that the incidental expenses involved  

would be paid by the S o ciety . 33 in 1878, the S ociety  voted to co o p er

ate with the Southern Convention in providing M in isters' Institutes  

fo r  the freed m en .

39The National B aptist, P h iladelphia , May 27, 1873. 

30A ppelton's C yclopaedia, 1875, p. 67.

3lSouthern  B aptist Convention, P ro c ee d in g s , 1878, p. 48. 

32jbid. , p. 1877, p. 58.

33Hom e M ission  S o ciety , Annual R eport, 1875, p. 12. 

34-Ibid. , 1878, p. 19.



39

It had been  the intention  of the S ociety  in the p revious year  to

appoint a g en era l superintendent for m is s io n s  to the fr eem en , but

due to lack  of funds and the inab ility  to find the proper m an, th is had

not been  acc o m p lish ed . F u rth erm o re , the S ociety  d esired  to

a sc e r ta in  if  the Southern B ap tist Convention would co -o p e ra te  in the

holding of th ese  in stitu tes . In re sp o n se  to a query. C orresponding

S ecr eta r y  W. H. M cIntosh of the H om e M issio n  Board of the

Southern Convention sa id  that he thought that such  co -op eration

could  be effec ted , but that the m atter  would be la id  before the next

m eetin g  of the B oard. During N ovem ber 1878, a delegation  from

the S o ciety  toured  the lead ing  c it ie s  of the South to a sce r ta in  the

am ount of co -o p e ra tio n  that could be expected . A t A tlanta, G eorgia

a group of lead ing w hite B ap tists  p rom ised  th eir support; at M arion,

A labam a, the H om e M iss io n  B oard cord ia lly  w e lcom ed  them  and

"pledged th em se lv es  to co -o p era tio n  in the im portant m e a su r es

under d isc u ss io n  w ith  h ea rt in ess  w hich w as m o st gratify ing .

The com m ittee  rem ark ed  that:

North or South, w e  have n ev er  anyw here, nor by 
anybody, heard  the c la im s  of the co lored  peop le on

^^Home M issio n  M onthly, 1, p. 60. 

36lbid. , 1, p. 29.



the sym pathy and help  of the w hite brethren  m ore  
in te llig e n tly , or h e a r t ily , or strong ly  urged , than 
in the m eetin g s of the Southern B oard. 37

B a p tist lea d er s  in R aleigh , North C arolina, and Richm ond, V irgin ia ,

w e re  a lso  v is ite d , and in each  p lace ex p re ss io n s  of co -o p e ra tio n  w e re

h e a r d ,38

A t the m eetin g  of th is com m ittee  with the H om e M ission  

B oard in  M arion, A labam a, attended by r e p r esen ta tiv e s  of the 

A labam a C olored  B a p tist C onvention, a form al agreem ent w as 

reach ed  on s ix  poin ts, as fo llow s: (1) that M in ister s' Institutes w ere  

n e c e s s a r y  fo r  th ose unable to se c u r e  regular th eo log ica l education;

(2) that th ere should be co n ce rt of action  betw een r e p r esen ta tiv e s  of 

two r a c e s  in the South and brethren  of the Society; (3) that a su p e r

intendent fo r  th is w ork w as needed; (4) that the South w ill co -o p e ra te  

in the p rogram  and w ith  th is  superintendent; (5) that arrangem en ts  

for beginning the task  should  be m ade sp eed ily; (6) that som e so r t  

of p rinted  m anual of in stru ctio n  should  be prepared  in order to g ive  

outline and uniform ity  to the stu d ie s .

This program  w as unan im ously adopted by the B oard of the 

Southern Convention on N ovem ber 27, 1878, 39 and on F eb ru ary  1,

37lbid, , 1878, I, p . 87, 

38jbid, , 1878, I, pp. 8 7 -8 9 . 

39lbid, , 1878, I, p . 87,
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1879, S. W. M arston  w as appointed Superintendent of M issio n  to the 

F reed m en . H is duties included, am ong other th ings, the v is it in g  of 

sch o o ls  of the S ociety , cou n selin g  with the te a ch ers , attending black  

conventions and a s so c ia tio n s , inaugurating institu tes , seek in g  out 

new openings for labor, and en listing  the co -operation  of the w hites  

in  t h e  S o u t h .  40 Although not a southern  m an, M arston com prom ised  

h is influ en ce with the so c ie ty  at the f ir s t  an n iversary  a fter h is  

appointm ent by showing a southern  trend in this thinking. 41 His 

reports  ind icated  that he had been  re ce iv in g  the co -op eration  that 

had been  p ro m ised . 42 in the f ir s t  fu ll year  after th is p rogram  was 

begun, it w as reported  that 1, 119 m in is te r s  and deacons had  

p articip ated  in th ir ty -th ree  in stitu tes , and every  southern  sta te  had 

been reach ed  with one or m o r e in stitu tes of about th ree day's 

duration. 43 The so c ie ty  m ade a m ajor organizational change in the 

e a r ly  1880s as to the m ethod of superintending th ese  op eration s.

M arston  w as rem oved  as superintendent and the w ork was  

geared  into the regu lar educational and m iss io n a r y  p rogram  of the

40H om e M ission  S o ciety , Annual R eport, 1880, p. 37.

41 The National B aptist, June 5, 1879.

4 2H om e M ission  M onthly, I, 119, 170, 231; H om e M issio n  
S o ciety , Annual R eport, 1880, p. 37.

43H om e M ission  S o ciety , Annual R eport, 1880, p. 37.



42

S o ciety . The new plan provided  that the p rincipal of each freedm an  

sch ool should arrange fo r  B ib lica l Institutes during the sum m er  

vacation . The South w as d ivided  into ten d is tr ic ts , and the various  

p r o fe sso r s  w ere a ss ig n e d  to head them . M arston superintended the 

B ib lica l Institute work in the southw est and w as a lso  com m issio n ed  

to r a ise  m oney for  a new freed m an  sch ool to be loca ted  at M arshall, 

T exas. It was further planned that " im m ediate steps be taken to 

se c u r e  the co -operation  of B aptist State Conventions in the principal 

southern  s ta te s , fo r  the appointm ent and support of a gen eral 

m iss io n a r y  am ong the b lack  peop le of each sta te  or the d is tr ic ts  

a fo r esa id  . . . "  The duties of this gen era l m iss io n a r y  work included  

co -o p era tio n  in the B ib lica l In stitu tes , m iss io n a r y  w ork of ev e ry  

kind, attendance at variou s m eetin gs and conventions in order to 

r e p r esen t and forw ard  the program  of the S o ciety , secu r in g  

co llec tio n s  for the S o ciety , seeking students fo r  the sch o o ls , 

attending cou n cils for ordination  of black  m in is te r s , a s s is t in g  in 

finding p asto ra tes  for graduates of the sch o o ls , and keeping the 

S ociety  ad vised  on m a tters  of in tere st.

It becam e evident that p articipation  in th is p rogram  m eant 

not only co -o p era tio n  in B ib lica l In stitutes but in the total a c tiv ity

'̂ ‘̂ Home M ission  S o c ie ty , Annual R eport, 1881, p. 54.
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of the S ociety  in the South a lso . D esp ite this long step  tow ard  

c o-operation , one of the f ir s t  groups to en d orse the plan w as the 

w hite M iss is s ip p i B aptist Convention, F o r  the m o st part, how ever, 

th is plan cau sed  m o st of the sta te  B ap tist Conventions to v ee r  away 

further from  co-op eration .

TABLE 4

EVANGELISTIC PROGRAM OF THE SOCIETY IN THE 
SOUTH FROM 1866 TO IBSO^S

Year States
No. of 

M iss io n a r ies
W eeks of 

M issio n a ry  Labor

1866 12 94 4179
1867 12 92 3176
1868 13 77 2427
1869 14 64 2202
1870 15 71 2102
1871 12 96 2768
1872 14 96 2835
1873 11 31 1113
1874 15 36 1168
1875 15 47 1612
1876 13 38 1553
1877 12 38 1446
1878 13 38 1268
1879 12 38 1339
1880 13 41 1297

4 5lbid. , 1884, p. 60; In a su rvey  of th is f ir s t  decade after  
the S ociety  returned to the South, it is  d ifficu lt to d istin gu ish  
betw een the f ie ld s  of ev a n g elism  and education . The above chart 
is  based  upon the a c t iv it ie s  of the m is s io n a r ie s .



EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM GROWTH OF THE SOCIETY IN THE 
SOUTH FROM 1872 TO 1880^^

L ocation School
T each ers  

1872 1877
Students 

1872 1877

Students 
for  

M in istry  
1872 1877

W ash. , D. C. W ayland Sem inary 3 3 85 93

Richm ond, Va. Richm ond Institute 5 4 135 95 . . 62

R aleigh , N .C . Shaw Institute 4 11 180 240 . . 47

Colum bia, S. C. B ennedict Institute 1 4 61 101 . . 14

A ugusta, Ga. A ugusta Institute 2 4 44 84 . . 51

New O rlean s, La, Leland U n iversity 2 9 230 129 . . 22

N a sh v ille , Tenn. N a sh v ille  Institute 3 6 96 129

^^Robert Andrew B ak er, "The A m erican  B ap tist H om e M ission  S o c iety  and the 
South 1832-1894" (unpublished P h. D. d isser ta tio n , Y ale U n iv ersity , 1947), pp. 191-192 .
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The sto r y  of the sch o o ls  under the B aptist denom ination  

during th eir  form ation  p eriod , which co v ered  roughly the decade  

1870 to 1880 p a r a lle ls  in n early  every  p articu lar the h is to r ie s  of 

the sch o o ls  under the A m erican  M issio n a ry  A sso c ia tio n . The sam e  

e a g e rn ess  on the part of the students, the sa m e devotion on the part 

of the te a c h e r s , the sa m e hand to m outh e x is te n c e , these ch a ra c ter 

i s t ic s  re cu r freq uently  in the reports of a ll the sch o o ls  and w ere  

com m on to the work of a ll denom inations. H ence a repetition  of 

conditions a lre a d y  d escr ib ed  is u n n ecessa ry .

A frican  M ethodist E piscopal Church S ociety  

A s a r e su lt  of d issa t is fa c tio n  at th eir treatm ent by the 

M ethodist E p iscop a l Church, s ix tee n  d eleg a te s  from  P ennsylvan ia , 

D elaw are and New J e r s e y , at a convention held  in B a ltim ore , 

M aryland in  1816, organ ized  as an independent denom ination of 

blacks with the title  the A frican  M ethodist E p iscop a l Church. The 

R everend  R ichard A llen  w as the f ir s t  b ishop , and until h is death he  

w as one of the lead ing  sp ir its  of the denom ination . The C incinnati 

C onference of the M ethodist E piscopal Church had been  working out 

a plan fo r  the estab lish m en t of an educational institution  for the

47C arter G. W oodson, The H istory  of the N egro Church
(W ashington, D. C. : The A sso c ia ted  P u b lish e rs , 1945), pp. 7 2 -78 .
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blacks of Ohio. In 1844 the purchase of 120 a c r e s  of land in 

W ilberforce , Ohio, was m ade, upon which Union S em inary was built 

and opened in 1847. ^8

In 1856 th is church  united with the M ethodist E piscopal 

Church (N orth) in esta b lish in g  in G reen  County, Ohio, W ilberforce  

U n iversity , w hich in 1863 b ecam e so le  p roperty  of the A .M . E. 

Church. T his sch oo l was nam ed in honor of W illiam  W ilberforce, 

the E nglish  a b o litio n ist and p hilanthropist. F inan cia l aid  from  w hites  

played  an im portant part in the ear ly  h is to ry  of the sch oo l. In 1867- 

1868 the S o ciety  fo r  the P rom otion  of C o lleg ia te T heologica l Educa

tion in the W est m ade a grant of $1, 800 and voted the sa m e amount 

the next y ea r . B etw een 1868-1875 the A m erican  U nitarian A sso c ia 

tion gave approxim ately  $4, 000. In the beginning, the instruction  

w as on the e lem en tary  and second ary  le v e ls .

The h is to ry  of the orig in  of the A frican  M ethodist E piscopal 

Zion Church is  s im ila r  to that denom ination ju st d isc u sse d . It 

em anated  from  the d issa t is fa c tio n  of the black M ethodist at the 

trea tm en t accord ed  by th eir  w hite brethren . It a lso  re p resen ted  a 

re v o lt aga in st the sp ir it  of seg r eg a tio n  and d iscr im in ation  w hich

48 b . W. A rnett, The W ilberforce Alum nal (Xenia: The 
Chew P u blish in g  Co. , 1885), p. 3.
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began to m a n ifest i t s e l f  in  the M ethodist Church tow ard the la tter  

part of the eighteenth  century . This denom ination  w as form ed  in 

New York C ity in 1796. ^9

W hile the dnom ination prom oted  a num ber of educational 

institution s after the C iv il W ar, m o st of them  provided  rudim entary  

type a c t iv it ie s  for young ad u lts. The c o lle g e  work fo stere d  by the 

church has been  confined  to L iv ingstone C o llege . S alisb ury, North  

C arolina, nam ed in honor of D avid L iv in gston e, the m iss io n a r y  and 

ex p lo rer .

The sch ool w as founded as Zion W esley  Institute at Concord, 

N orth C arolina, in 1879, and opened in 1880 with eleven  pup ils. The 

hom e of the p rincipal se r v e d  for holding c la s s e s ,  no property  fo r  the 

sch o o l had b een  p urch ased . The next y ea r  B ishop  J. W. Hood and 

M r. J. C. P r ic e  r a ise d  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  for the sch oo l w h ile  on tour of 

England. A s ite  c o n s is tin g  of for ty  a c r e s  of land and purchased  at 

a c o s t  of $4 , 600 w as se le c te d  at S a lisb ury , North C arolina.

49D . O liver W endell H o lm es, The E volution of the N egro 
C ollege (N ew York: A rno P r e s s  and The New York T im es , 1969), 
p. 145.

50r , e . C lem ent, The E ducational Work of the A frican  
E piscop a l Church (unpublished M asters th e s is .  N orthw estern  
U n iv ersity , 1922), p. 10.

^^H olm es, op. c i t . , p. 146.

52lbid.



The M ethodist E piscopal Church sp lit  in 1845 over the 

question  of s la v ery . When the M ethodist E piscop a l Church, South, 

w as form ed  as a re su lt of this action  the b lack m em b ersh ip  of the 

church in the South had no a lternative but to go w ith  their m a s te r s .  

T his re lationsh ip  continued until the c lo se  of the C iv il W ar. In 1866 

the G eneral C onference of the M ethodist E p iscop a l Church, South's 

m eetin g  in New O rleans, organ ized  its black  m em b ers into sep arate  

congregation  and co n feren ces w henever the b lacks d esired  th is  

arrangem ent. It a lso  agreed  to the form ation  of a new denom ination, 

should the d e s ir e  for  it  be ex p re ssed . ^3 At the G eneral C onference  

held  in M em phis, T en n e ssee  in 1870, the new denom ination w as se t  

up with the nam e the C olored  M ethodist E piscop a l Church in  

A m erica . The separation  was not in the form  of a re v o lt and left  

no i l l  fe e lin g s . It w as b e liev ed  by so m e of the m o st influentia l 

m em b ers of both groups that the sep aration  w as b e st  in that it gave  

the b lacks an opportunity to m anage th eir own a ffa ir s .

T here w ere  four c o lle g e s  under the a u sp ice s  of the C olored  

M ethodist Church. H ow ever, only one w as esta b lish e d  during the 

period  of this study. Lane C ollege , Jackson , T en n e ssee  w as  

esta b lish ed  in 1878.

53 Woods on, op. c it . , p. 195. 

5‘̂ H olm es, op. c it . , p. 147.



49

F re ed m e n 's  A id  S ociety  of the M ethodist E p iscop al Church 

The F re ed m e n 's  Aid S ociety  of the M ethodist E piscopal 

Church w as organ ized  by N orthern  M ethodists in 1866 and was 

p urely  m iss io n a r y  in its  purpose . F rom  the beginning it had been  

prom inent in the work in the South.

The M ethodist E p iscop al Church su ffered  d iv is ion  on the 

question  of s la v e r y  when the co n feren ces  in the South found them 

s e lv e s  at v arian ce with their N orthern  b rethern  on the m oral is su e s  

involved . A fter  the sep aration , m e m b ers of the N orthern  body 

b ecam e m o r e  outspoken in th eir condem nation of s la v e r y . This 

sen tim ent took d efin ite form  at C incinnati in August 1866 in the 

organ ization  of the F reed m en 's  Aid S ociety . The a c t iv it ie s  of the 

denom ination  b efore that date had b een  in cooperation  w ith other 

organ izations engaged in the work of e levating  the freed m en  to w hich  

it  contributed  g en erou sly  during the C ivil W ar. A t the ce ssa tio n  

of h o s ti lit ie s  it was decided  by the lea d er s  of the church that its  

work in the uplift of the re ce n tly  em ancipated  m illio n s through 

C hristian  education could b est be prom oted  by a sep a ra te  body 

organ ized  for that purpose , a p rocedu re which was a lready  being  

fo llow ed  by se v e r a l other denom inations.

^ ^Freedm en's Aid S ociety  of the M ethodist E p iscop al
Church, Annual R eport, 1868, p. 3.
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The M iss io n a r y  S ociety  of the Church p erform ed  the function  

of supplying p rea c h e rs and the Church E xten sion  S ociety  w as  

d ilig en tly  applying it s e l f  to the task of er ec tin g  ch u rch es. Thus, 

togeth er the two s o c ie t ie s  w e re  perform ing the p urely  r e lig io u s  

task  fo r  w hich  the denom ination  con sidered  i ts e lf  re sp o n sib le .

T hese  b o d ies , h ow ever, did not and could not m e e t the educational 

n eed s of the fr e e d m e n - -a  s e r v ic e  which w as looked upon as n e c e ssa r y  

if the freed m en  w e re  to b ecom e se lf-d ir e c t in g  p erso n s and good  

c it iz e n s . The F re ed m e n 's  A id  S ociety  w as the agency of the  

church through w hich  th is w ork was to be accom p lish ed . The idea  

of form ing a d ist in c t denom inational agen cy w as stim u la ted  by 

s im ila r  action  on the part of the United P r e sb y te r ia n s , the R eform ed  

P r e sb y te r ia n s , the U nited B rethren , the B a p tis ts , the C ongrega- 

tio n a lis ts  and the P ro testa n t E piscopal Church, each  of w hich  m ade 

plans to ca r e  fo r  the in te r e s ts  of its own fo llo w er s  through sep arate  

organ iza tion s w h ile  aiding in the general uplift m ovem en t. ^7 

D uring s la v e r y  the re lig io n  of b lacks w as la r g e ly  the 

re lig io n  of th eir m a s t e r s ,  who interpreted  its teach ing as ju stify in g  

s la v e r y . "Servants be obed ient unto your m a s te r s , " w as looked

56 lb id ., p. 4. 

57ibid. , p. 5.
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upon as a d iv in e injunction to the s la v es  to continue th eir sta te  of 

involuntary ser v itu d e. The M ethodist Church in the N orth took the 

op posite attitude and looked upon the w ar and its re su lts  a s  the 

w orking of D iv ine W ill.

The en tire  pow er of the M ethodist Church w as to be p laced  

behind its  ch osen  agent in the f ie ld  of b lack education as indicated  

by the m e ssa g e  to the denom ination is su e d  by the Board of B ishops 

in s e s s io n  in New Y ork City on N ovem ber 8, 1866. The m e ssa g e  

s ta te s  c le a r ly  the conception  of the re sp o n sib ility  not only of the 

M ethodist Church but of a ll other C hristian  denom inations which  

em ancipation  and its afterm ath  had cr ea te d .

In the e a r ly  reports of the so c ie ty  th ere o ccurred  from  tim e  

to tim e rem ark s which indicated  that r iv a lry  betw een the P ro testa n t  

and Rom an C atholics w as one of the s tr o n g e st incen tives to denom 

inational ze a l and one of the im portant rea so n s why each  P ro testa n t  

denom ination  f e lt  that it  m ust provide sch oo ls  of its  own to w ard off 

what it looked upon as the m enace of R om anism . The report of the 

s e c r e ta r y  of th e  board of the F re ed m e n 's  A id  S ociety  in 1871 

contains an exam ple of such ex p r e ss io n s , and illu s tr a te s  the b it te r 

n e ss  of fe e lin g  on th is su bject that ex is te d  at that tim e . 58

5 7 lb id ., p. 5.

5 8 lb id ., 1871, pp. 9 -1 0 .
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The p o licy  of the s o c ie ty , as of the denom inations, w as to 

m e e t the educational need  w here it  was found by prom oting  

elem en tary  education , and as soon  as p o ssib le , to train  teach ers  

and p rea ch ers with the m in im um  equipm ent n e c e s s a r y  to take up the 

task  of educating and evan gelizin g  the m a s s e s .  The sch oo ls w ere  

loca ted  w here they w e re  m o st needed and in accord ance with the 

d e s ir e s  of the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau, which gave tim e ly  aid to th ese  

ea r ly  ven tu res. By 1869 sch o o ls  had been  e sta b lish e d  as fo llow s: 

T en n e ssee , seven; G eorg ia , twenty; A labam a, four; Kentucky, two; 

L ouisiana, four; V irg in ia , three; South C arolina, nine; North  

C arolina, one; M iss is s ip p i, eight. T hese sch o o ls  em ployed  105 

te a ch ers  and en ro lled  2, 000 students, m any of w hich  w ere adults. 59 

In addition to th ese  low er sch o o ls , the S o ciety  had estab lished  

s ix  c o lle g e s  and norm al sc h o o ls , two B ib lica l in s t itu tes , and one 

orphans asy lum . The sch o o ls  designated  as c o lle g e s  for  young  

adults included C entral T en n e ssee  C ollege of N a sh v ille , T en n e ssee  

(la ter  Walden U n iv ersity ) , Clark U n iversity  at A tlan ta , G eorgia , 

C laflin  U n iversity  at O rangeburg, South C arolina, and Shaw 

U n iversity  at H olly S pr in gs, M iss is s ip p i (la te r  R ust C o llege). 6̂0

59lbid. , 1869, pp. 6 -7 .

^ORolmes, op. c it . , p. 105.



The exten t to which b lacks gave th eir funds to aid the 

prom otion  of th ese  sch oo ls  is  indicated  by the fo llow ing statem ent  

from  the report of 1870;

They have aided lib e ra lly  in building ch u rch es, 
erectin g  sch oo lh ou se s , susta in ing  te a c h e r s , supporting  
the aged and in firm , providing h om es. It is  wonderful 
w ith  what c le a r n e ss  they reco g n ize  the im p ortan ce of 
sch o o ls  and churches to their h ig h est u se fu ln e ss  and 
h app iness. The black people during the p a st y ea r  have 
contributed  fou rteen  thousand d o llars to the sch o o ls  
under our c a r e , and the next y ea r  they w ill ,  without 
doubt, double the amount. They board the te a ch ers  and 
m e e t the incidental exp en ses of the sch o o l, w h ile the 
S ociety  pays the sa la ry  and traveling  exp en ses; so  that 
n early  o n e-h a lf of the co s t  is su sta ined  by them  and in 
so m e in stan ces  nearly  tw o-th ird s of it.

The rep ort for 1871 show ed a d istin ct reduction  in the

incom e of the S o ciety , which caused  so m e a larm  on the part of th ose

p r im a rily  in tere sted  in carrying  forw ard  the educational work so

w e ll begun. The re ce ip ts  for the f ir s t  five  y ea r s  w e re  as fo llow s:

F ir s t  year .........................$ 3 7 ,1 3 9 .8 9
Second y e a r ...................  5 0 ,1 6 7 .2 4
T hird y e a r ...................  9 3 ,5 1 3 .5 0
F ourth  y e a r ...................  8 2 ,7 1 9 .4 9
F ifth  year  ...................  51, 568. 43

$ 3 1 5 ,1 0 8 .5 5

The m arked  d eclin e  in incom e from  the th ird  to the fifth  year  

w as due to the lo s s  of contributions by the F re ed m e n 's  Bureau.

^ ^F reedm en's Aid S ociety , Annual R eport, 1870, p. 12.

62 lb id ., 1871, p. 28.
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T hose in ch arge of the w ork, how ever, re a liz in g  that u n less the 

incom e in c re a se d  the expansion of th eir educational program  would  

be ham pered, d ecided  to seek  a c lo se r  re la tio n sh ip  with the church  

organ ization  with w hich it was som ew hat lo o s e ly  joined . They 

b eliev ed  that the w hole situation  would be im proved  if  the F re ed m e n 's  

A id S o ciety  b eca m e one of the recogn ized  units of the church  

organ ization  and w as p laced  under the ju r isd ic tio n  of the G eneral 

C onference in stea d  of being allow ed  to rem ain  a sem i-in d ep en dent  

body, operating  w ith the good w ill and en d orsem en t of the denom in

ation . In o rd er to esta b lish  the d es ired  re la tionsh ip  and thus cr ea te  

an ob ligation  on the part of the church to adequately support the 

educational w ork am ong b lack s, the board of d ir ec to rs  of the 

F re ed m e n 's  A id  S o ciety  sen t to the G eneral C onference a m em o ria l  

settin g  forth  the ju stifica tio n  for the re q u est that the so c ie ty  be 

re c e iv e d  into fu ll connection . The rea so n s  g iven  for such  action

(1. ) The S o c ie ty  has perform ed  a g re a t and good w ork with  
a sm a ll am ount of m oney. (2) The S o ciety  w as ca lled  
into e x is te n c e  fo r  the p erform an ce of w ork e s se n t ia l  
to the s u c c e s s  of our Church e n te rp r ise  in the South, 
and w hich  did not leg itim a te ly  com e w ithin the p rovince  
of any of our benevolen t e n te r p r ise s . (3) E ffic ien cy  
of th is S o ciety  would be g re a tly  in c re a se d  by its  
recogn ition . (4) The G overnm ent, w hich , at the 
beginning, gave lib e ra l appropriations to the educa
tional w ork am ong the freed m en , does not now furn ish  
any a s s is ta n c e  in the support of our sch o o ls .



(5) P erm a n en ce and sta b ility  w ould be secured  to our 
educational in te r e s ts . (6) The l ib e r a lity  and exertion  
of other ch u rch es, in this ca u se , should  inc ite  us to 
g re a ter  d ilig en ce  and en larged  b en evo len ce . In 
con clu sion , the

M em o ria lis ts  say , in a w ork lik e  th is , w hich is  
m a n ifes t ly  s im ila r  to that which M ethodism  was 
o rig in a lly  ca lled  by providentia l agency: It is  not 
enough that our m iss io n a r y  ap propriations equal those  
of other denom inations. It b ecom es a s , in view  of 
our h is to ry , num bers, w ealth , p r o fe s s io n s , and 
fa c il i t ie s ,  to head the h osts  of God's peop le in estab 
lish in g  sch o o ls  and c o lle g e s , er ec tin g  ch u rch es, and 
in doing a ll that is  needed for the evan geliza tion  of 
this im p overish ed  peop le.

The G eneral C onference of 1872, in re sp o n se  to the req u est  

of the S o ciety , con stitu ted  in one of the b en evo len t so c ie t ie s  of the 

M ethodist E p iscop a l Church, en d orsed  its  constitu tion , and in se r te d  

in the church d isc ip lin e  certa in  a r t ic le s  r e fer r in g  d ir ec tly  to the 

so c ie ty  and ca llin g  attention  to its  work as one of the defin ite ob liga 

tions of the en tire  church . F ollow ing  th is action , the incom e of 

the S o ciety  r o se  in  ten y ea r s  from  $51, 568, ^5 to $157, 003.

The A m erican  M issio n a ry  A sso c ia t io n , the A m erican  B aptist  

H om e M ission  S o ciety , the A frican  M ethodist E p iscop a l Church

^^Ibid. , 1872, p. 36. 

^^Ibid. , pp. 3 7 -40 . 

^^Ibid. , 1871, p. 28. 

^^ Ib id ., 1883, pp. 8 -1 4 .
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S o c ie ty  and the F re ed m e n 's  Aid S ociety  of the M ethodist E piscopal 

Church a ll responded with a supply of te a ch ers and funds for the 

o v er a ll uplift of the black adult. The educational w ork star ted  by 

them  continued to grow under their d irec tion , and m any black  

in stitu tion s had th eir inception  during th is p eriod .



CHAPTER V 

U .S . GOVERNMENT IN ADULT EDUCATION

P o rt R oyal E xperim ent 

P erhaps the e a r lie s t  attem pt to deal with fr e e  b lack  adults 

in the low er South was in the a rea  of P o rt R oyal, South C arolina.

In O ctober, 1861, a naval expedition  with an arm y of 14, 000 se t  out 

to capture this port. The new s of the expedition  caused  re sid en ts  to 

evacuate inland, opening up the en tire  region  of the "Sea Islands"  to 

Union tr o o p s. P lantation  ow ners le ft  m any a c r e s  of a lm o st m ature  

cotton standing in the fie ld s  and abandoned about 40, 000 s la v e s . 

G eneral Thom as W. Sherm an, in com m and of the expedition, 

appointed G eneral Rufus B . Saxton to ad m in ister  the a ffa irs  of the 

freed m en .

The S ecr eta r y  of the T rea su ry , Salm on C hase, sen t an 

agent, Edward P ie r c e , to th is area  to su p e rv ise  the w ork of h a r v e st

ing and gen era l cu ltivation . 1 P ie r c e  ordered  that a ll standing crops

1 Edward L . P ie r c e ,  "The F reed m en  at P ort R oyal, " 
A tlantic M onthly, X ll (S eptem ber, 1863), 296; "The P o rt Royal 
Journal of C harlotte L. F o rten , 1862-1863: S ocia l E xperim ent, " 
The Journal of N egro H istory , XXXV (July, 1950), pp. 2 3 3-264 .
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be h arvested  for  the ben efit of the b lacks and that they be paid in 

w a g e s. He a lso  prom oted  r e l ie f  work and by the m iddle of F eb ru ary  

had secu red  the s e r v ic e  of th ree  teach ers to w ork on Hilton Head

The d is tr ic t  of the Sea  Islands and parts of the adjacent 

c o a st in the p o s se s s io n  of the arm y w e re d ivided  into th ree  sec tio n s  

and p laced  under the su p e rv is io n  of fifty -f iv e  d is tr ic t  superintendents. 

G eneral Saxton began to look  about for m eans of furn ish ing  in stru c

tion  to b lacks of a ll age le v e ls ,  and s in c e  the G overnm ent had at that 

tim e  assu m ed  no resp o n s ib ility  for  education of the freed m en , he 

appealed  to c itiz en s  in B oston , New York City and P h iladelphia .

The re sp o n se  was im m ediate and gen erous. On F eb ru ary  7, 

1862, the B oston  E ducational C om m ission  w as organ ized . P ublic  

m eetin gs w e re  h eld  which resu lted  in the form ation  of th ree fr e e d 

m e n 's  a id  s o c ie t ie s ,  the B oston  Education C om m ission , on 

F eb ru ary  7th; the F re ed m e n 's  R e lie f A sso c ia tio n  at New York on 

F eb ru ary  22nd; and the P o rt Royal R e lie f C om m ission , on M arch 3, 

1862. On the sa m e day that th is la s t  so c ie ty  w as organ ized  in  

P h ilad elp hia , fifty -tw o  te a c h e r s , m is s io n a r ie s  and superintendents  

(40 m en and 12 wom en) sa ile d  from  New York to P o rt R oyal. ^

^ C om m ission er of Education, "Condition and Im provem ent of 
P u blic S ch oo ls , " S pecia l R eport-D epartm ent of Education  
(W ashington, D. C. : G overnm ent Prin ting O ffice, 1871), p. 385.
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To th ese  p erson s transportation  and boarding w e re  fu rn ished  by the 

G overnm ent, which a lso , a fter a short tim e , paid the sa la r ie s  of 

superin ten dents. Upon th eir a rr iv a l at th eir f ie ld  of labor sch oo ls  

w e re  im m edia te ly  e s ta b lish e d , the sa la r ie s  of te a ch ers  being paid  

by s o c ie t ie s  which had sen t them  out.

Other te a ch ers w e re  soon  sen t out by the P h iladelphia  S o ciety , 

and in the fo llow ing June, 86 p erson s w ere  reported  in the fie ld .

On the 28th of the la s t  m entioned m onth, th is work w as tr a n sferr ed  

to the War D epartm ent and p laced  under the su p e rv is io n  of G eneral 

Rufus Saxton, then m ilita r y  governor of South C arolina . The 

R everend  J. W. A lvord , g en era l superintendent of sch o o ls  under 

the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau, m ade the fo llow ing s ta tem ent in h is third  

sem i-ann u a l report, January, 1867. "From  inform ation  at our 

com m and, it is  sa fe  to a s s e r t  that at le a s t  30, 000 b lack  p erso n s , 

m en, wom en and ch ildren  have lea rn ed  to read  during the la s t  y ea r .

At P o rt R oyal, the f ir s t  exp erim en t with fr e e  labor as an 

educational a ctiv ity  fo r  b lack  adults was tr ied . The freed m en  w e re  

put to work in the fie ld s  and in p icking and baling cotton . They w ere  

paid at a ra te of one d o llar  fo r  ev e ry  hundred pounds of cotton w hich  

they d e liv ered . It is  shown by the fac t that in le s s  than th ree days

3lbid.
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m o r e than $50, 000 worth of cotton w as sto red  in one steam boat. A ll

the cotton w as r a ise d  by b lacks and the bags w e re  m ade by them .

The bags of cotton  w ere ca r efu lly  m arked so  that in c a se  the ow ner

of the p lantation should prove h is loya lty  to the F ed era l G overnm ent,

he would be cred ited  with a com pensation . The report of the

confidential agent showed that the product of b lack  labor at P o rt

Royal in 1861 w as over a m illio n  d o lla r s. 4

This w as the beginning of an exp erim en t in freed om  that

gradually sp read  to other parts of the occupied  C onfederacy during

the W ar, and to the en tire South when em ancipation  w as consum m ated

in 1865. E lizabeth  P ea r so n  speaks to the in ten siv e  m a ss  education

program  that w as ca r ried  on for b lack adults at P o rt Royal:

In other a sp e c ts  a lso  the P o rt Royal ex p er ien ce  esta b lish ed  
p reced en ts fo r  the transform ation  of ch atte ls  into fr e e  
m en, so ld ie r s  and c it iz e n s . The f ir s t  reg im en t of freed  
s la v e s  w as re cr u ite d  on the is la n d s. The sa le  of land  
once owned by s la v eh o ld er s  to the fo r m er s la v e s  was f ir s t  
ca r r ied  on th er e . The education of the freed m en  was  
undertaken m o r e  in ten siv e ly  on the is lan d s than anyw here 
e ls e  during the w ar. The f ir s t  ex p er ien ce  of fo rm er s la v es  
in the p r o c e ss  of voting took p lace  at B eau fort when the 
Sea Islands e le c te d  d e leg a te s , including four b lack m en, 
to the R epublican  N ational Convention in 1864. ^

^C harles H. W esley , N egro Labor in the United S ta te s , 
1850-1925 (New York: Vanguard P r e s s ,  1927), p. 90.

^E lizabeth  W are P ea r so n , L etters  F ro m  P o rt R oyal, 1862- 
1868 (New York: Arno P r e s s  and New York T im e s , 1969), p. i - i i .
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The s tr a te g ie s  u tilized  by the Governm ent and benevalent groups to 

encourage tota l freed om  of the black m an, in a ll walks of life  at 

P o rt R oyal, South C arolina, m ay w ell re p r esen t one of the in itia l 

and m o st s ig n ific a n t m a ss  adult education efforts ever attem pted.

Union A rm y as an Educational Agent

During the f ir s t  year  of the Civil War, G overnm ent o ff ic ia ls  

and N orthern  w h ites denied N orthern  b lacks en try  as so ld ie r s .  

P r e s id e n t L incoln  supported  the denial and sum m ed up h is reasons  

in  tw o public s ta tem e n ts. Jam es M cP herson  r e fe r s  to th is is su e  

in  h is  book. The N egro 's C ivil War:

In the f ir s t  y ea r  of the w ar many N orthern  b lacks  
offered  th eir  s e r v ic e s  to the Union G overnm ent as so ld ie r s .
But the G overnm ent and the N orthern peop le co n sidered  it  
a "white m an 's war" and re fu sed  to acc ep t the o ffers . 
N e v e r th e le ss  black  lea d er s continued to u rge the n e c e s s ity  
of en ro llin g  b lack  troops. They b elieved  that if  the black  
m an p roved  h is  p a tr io tism  and courage on the fie ld  of 
b attle , the nation would be m o ra lly  ob ligated  to grant 
him  f ir s t - c la s s  c itiz en sh ip . As F re d e r ic k  D ouglass put 
it , 'Once le t  the b lack m an g et upon h is p erso n  the b ra ss  
le t t e r s ,  U .S . , le t  b u llets in h is p ock ets , and there is  no 
pow er on earth  w hich can deny that he has earned the 
righ t to c itiz en sh ip  in the United S ta tes .

L incoln  sum m ed  up both types of opposition  to black  
en listm en t in two public s ta tem en ts. On A ugust 4, 1862, 
an Indiana delegation  offered  the G overnm ent two r e g i
m ents of b lack  m en  from  th eir  sta te , but the P re s id e n t  
d eclin ed  the o ffer . 'To arm  the N e g ro es, ' he sa id .

6Jam es M . M cP herson , The N egro 's C iv il War (New York; 
Pantheon B o o k s , 1965), p. I 6 l .



'would turn 50, 000 bayonets from  the loya l B order S tates 
a gainst us that w e re  for u s, ' S ix  w eeks la te r  L incoln  
told another delegation  that 'If w e w ere  to arm  N e g ro es,
I fea r  that in a few  w eeks that arm s would be in the hands 
of r e b e ls . '7

On July 17, 1862, C ongress p a sse d  two a cts  providing for  

the en listm en t of b lacks as so ld ie r s . The f ir s t  w as the C onfiscation  

A ct, which em pow ered the P r e s id e n t "to em ploy  as m any p erso n s of 

A frican  d esce n t as he m ay deem  n e c e ssa r y  and proper for the 

su p p ressio n  of th is re b e llio n . " The second  w as a M ilitia  A ct  

repealin g  the p ro v is io n s of the 1792 law  barring  b lack m en and 

authorizing the em ploym ent of fr e e  b lacks as s o ld ie r s . ®

Many N orthern  w hites opposed the en listm en t of b lack  

so ld ie r s , but on A ugust 25, the War D epartm ent n ev er th e less  

authorized  G eneral Rufus Saxton, M ilitary  G overnor of the South 

C arolina Sea Islands to r a ise  fiv e  reg im en ts of b lack  troops on the 

Island s, with w hite m en  as o ff ic e r s . B lacks w e r e  urged  to en list  

to fight fo r  th eir  own freed om  and to p rove to the w orld  that the 

black race  d eser v ed  lib e rty . 9

7 lb id ., p. 164.

8u.S. Statutes at L arge, XII, pp. 5 8 9 -592 .

9 0u d ley  T. C ornish , The Sable Arm: N egro T roops in the 
Union A rm y, 1861-1865 (New York: Pantheon B ooks, 1956), 
pp. 80 -84 .
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B lacks w ere often a ss ig n e d  to a d isproportionate amount of 

heavy labor and fatigue duty. This stem m ed  in part from  the 

G overnm ent's orig inal p lan to u se  black so ld ier s  m ain ly  as g a rr iso n  

troops and labor battalions in order to r e le a s e  w hite troops for  

com bat. A fter black so ld ie r s  had proved th em se lv es  in battle , such  

a po licy  m ade no se n se . But it was continued n ev er th e less  in part 

b ecau se  of the an ti-b lack  prejud ices of m any o ff ic e r s .

The m o st gallin g  d iscr im in ation  aga inst b lack troops w as in 

the m atter  of pay. The South C arolina and M assachu setts reg im en ts  

had en listed  under a War D epartm ent p ro m ise  that they would  

re c e iv e  the sa m e pay as w hite so ld ie r s . A M ilitia  A ct of Ju ly 17, 

1862, stated  that blacks w ould be paid ten d o llars per m onth, three  

d o lla r s  of w hich  could be deducted  for cloth ing. W hite privates  

r e c e iv e d  th irteen  d ollars per m onth plus a cloth ing allow ance of 

$ 3 .5 0 .1 1

B lacks w ere  d ish earten ed  and angered  by th is d ecis ion .

In an in terview  with P r e s id e n t L incoln  on A ugust 10, 1863,

l®"War L etters  of C. P . Bow ditch, " M a ssachu setts  
H isto r ica l S o ciety  P ro c ee d in g s, LVII, 1923-1924, p. 431.

l l p r e d A .  Shannon, The O rganization and A d m in istration  of 
the Union A rm y, 1861-1865 (New York: Pantheon B ooks, 1928), 
pp. 71 -72 .
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F re d e r ick  D ou g lass p ro tested  a ga in st the inequality of pay. L incoln

rep lied  as D ou g lass la ter  re c a lle d  that;

The em ploym ent of b lack  troops at a ll w as a g rea t gain  
to the b lack  p eo p le --th a t the m e a su r e  could  not have  
been su c c e ss fu lly  adopted at the beginning of the w ar, 
that the w isd om  of m aking b lack  m en so ld ie r s  w as s t ill  
d oub ted--th at their en listm en t was an o ffen se  to popular 
prejud ice . . . that the fa c t that they w e r e  not to r e c e iv e  
the sam e pay as w hite so ld ier s  see m ed  a n e c e s sa r y  
co n ce ss io n  to sm ooth  the w ay to th eir  em ploym ent at a ll 
as s o ld ie r s , but that u ltim ately  they w ould r e c e iv e  the

On June 15, 1864 C ongress enacted  le g is la tio n  granting equal 

pay to black s o ld ie r s . The law  w as re tro a c tiv e  to January 1, 1864, 

fo r  a ll b lack  s o ld ie r s  and re tro a c tiv e  to the tim e of en listm en t fo r  

th ose b lacks who had been  fr e e  on A p ril 19, 1861, 13

The Union A rm y b ecam e a type of sch oo l for the freed m en  

who had joined  as so ld ie r s  and fo r  th ose who had flock ed  into its  

lin e s  from  en sla v ed  cond itions. The A rm y, how ever, had no 

o v er a ll educational p rogram  for b lack  s o ld ie r s , although su g g estio n s  

w e re  m ade that such  a program  ought to be developed . What sch o o l

ing the b lack so ld ie r s  re ce iv e d  w h ile in fe d e r a l s e r v ic e  w as in

l^ F re d e r ick  D ou g lass, L ife and T im es of F rederick  
D ou glass (Hartford: Pantheon B ooks, 1882), pp, 386-387 ,

l^ L ib er a to r , May 29, 1863,
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gen era l the r e su lt  of the in te r e s t  of h is  o ff ic e r s , who, aw are of 

b lacks' need  and d e s ir e  fo r  education, tr ied  to provide for  that need  

and fu lfill that d e s ir e .

Long before b lack  A m erican s becam e Union so ld ie r s  th eir  

ea g e rn ess  fo r  the rudim ents of education w as w e ll known. To th is  

ea g e rn ess  the South had re p lied  with sta te  law s m aking it a cr im e  to  

teach  b lacks to read  and w r ite . F re d e r ick  D ouglass w as an exception  

to the g en era l ru le of South black  il lite r a c y  b ecau se  he had been  

fortunate enough to sh are  h is  sm a ll w h ite m a s te r 's  le s s o n s  with h im .

Thom as W entworth H iggins on n oticed  th is hunger fo r  education  

when he took com m and of G eneral Rufus Saxton's F ir s t  South C arolina  

B lack  V olunteers in the c lo s in g  m onths of 1862. C olonel H iggins on 

saw  his m en  gather around th eir  cam pfires  at night, so m e tim es  with  

a black  w om an (perhaps one of the advanced students) sp ellin g  slow ly  

out of a p r im er , and he ob serv ed  that;

l^ F re d e r ick  D o u g la ss, op. c i t . , w r itten  by h im se lf  . . . 
Chapter X and XI p a ssim . A s a young s la v e  in M aryland, D ouglass  
put h is  il le g a lly  gained  know ledge to w ork at night and on Sundays, 
teaching h is fe llo w  s la v e s  to read  and w r ite , w e ll away from  the  
plantation h ouse at a great r isk  of flogging  or w o r se .

l ^The War of R ebellion: A C om pilation  of the O fficial 
R ecords of the Union and C onfederate A r m ie s , 128 V o ls. 
(W ashington 1880-1901), Section  II, p. 3.



T heir lo v e  of the sp e llin g  book is p erfec tly  inexhau stib le , 
they stum bling  on by th e m se lv e s , w ith  the sam e patience  
w hich  they ca rry  into everyth ing. The chaplain is getting  
up a sch o o lh o u se , w h ere he w ill soon  teach  them  as 
re g u la r ly  a s  he can . But the alphabet m ust a lw ays be 
a v er y  incidental b u sin ess  in a cam p,

H iggins on 's ob servation  of the b lacks ' ea g e rn ess  for education

w as fa r  from  unique. A t a lm o st every  cam p or sta tion  w here black

so ld ie r s  tra in ed  or se r v e d  the sa m e pheonom enon appeared .

R eg im en ta l and com pany o ff ic e r s  often took tim e from  their m ore

m ilita r y  la b o rs to in stru ct th eir  men; o f f ic e r s' w iv es  a s s is te d  in the

work; chaplains did a heavy  sh a re .

Many chap la ins w e r e  am ong th ose who vo iced  concern  for

the freed m en  and who e x p r e sse d  the b e lie f that education was

a b so lu te ly  e s se n t ia l  if they w e re  su c c e ss fu lly  to m ake the transition

from  th eir  fo r m e r  status as s la v e s  to that of re sp o n sib le  c itiz en s .

T h ese  m en  w e r e  convinced , fu rtherm ore, that national p o licy

should  include education  of the b lack m an as an ob jec tive both

during and fo llow ing  the W ar, fo r  they argued, without m in im al

T hom as W entworth H iggins on. A rm y L ife in B lack  
R egim en t (B oston: T, R, M arvin Sanborn, C arter, and M aine, 
1890), pp, 2 4 -2 5 ,
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educational ach ievem en t the fo rm er s la v e  would be open to 

continued exploitation .

Many chaplains a cted  voluntarily , in an unofficia l cap acity , 

to a s s i s t  the freedm an  in h is  strugg le  to attain  th ree  b a sic  g o a ls - -  

education, econom ic sta b ility , and so c ia l equality and a ccep tan ce. 

W hile th eir  approaches to the prob lem s of the black  m an varied , 

em phasis a lm o st invariably  w as p laced  on the need  for e levation  

through education. Chaplain A . B . F u lle r  of the 16th M assachu setts  

Infantry found it conven ien t to com bine re lig io u s  and secu la r  

in stru ction  by organ izing  a Sunday School for  b la c k s. Undertaking 

this p ro ject in the v ic in ity  of W arrenton, V irgin ia , w here h is  

reg im en t w as encam ped during the autumn of 1862, F u lle r  was 

encouraged by the p ro g re ss  of h is  black stu dents, stating that there  

w as good rea so n  to b e lie v e  that education could bridge the gap 

betw een s la v e r y  and freed om .

l^ R ichard  F . F u lle r , Chaplain F u ller: B eing  a L ife  Sketch  
of a New England C lergym an and A rm y Chaplain (Boston: The 
P ilg r im  P r e s s ,  1864), pp. 198-208.

l ^Ibid. , pp. 193; The chaplain w as k illed  at F rederick b urg , 
V irgin ia , by C onfederate sharp sh ooters; S e r v ic e  R ecord , F i le s  of 
the Adjutant G eneral's O ffice, National A r c h iv e s , R ecord  Group 
94.
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W illiam  K, Talbot, a hospita l chaplain stationed  at Beaufort, 

South C arolina, found tim e desp ite the m u ltip lic ity  of h is regular  

duties to teach  black adult con va lescents confined to h is h ospita l.

"I am  ab le , " he reported , "to spend two or th ree  hours daily  

teach ing the black  con va lescen ts  how to read , w r ite , and fig u re . "

It w as a fasc in atin g  and rew arding endeavor, he continued, a s the 

avid th irs t fo r  know ledge w hich the black so ld ie r  dem onstrated  

was am ple ev id en ce of an am bition which had been  denied  fu lfill

m ent under s la v ery . Education w a s, in h is opinion, the key to a 

su c c e ss fu l transition  from  s la v ery  to freed om .

Chaplain W illiam  Eaton of the 12th United S tates B lack  

Troops m aintained  a sch o o l for the m en of h is  reg im en t desp ite  

the d ifficu ltie s  which a r o se  from  th eir a ss ig n m en t. The r e g i

m ental duty, which involved  guarding m ore than eleven  m ile s  of 

ra ilroad  near K ingston Sprin gs, T en n e ssee , spread  the m en out 

over such  an area  that it w as d ifficu lt to m ain ta in  regu lar c la s s e s .  

"N otwithstanding th ese  p ecu liar  c ir cu m sta n ces , " he reported ,

l^M onthly R eport, dated Septem ber 30, 1864; L etters  
r e ce iv e d . F ile s  of the Surgeon G eneral's O ffice National A r ch iv e s , 
R ecord  Group 679.
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"we keep  up a daily  sch ool w ith  encouraging r e s u lts , " B ooks, 

p ap ers, and other m a ter ia ls  w ere  supplied  by the C hristian  

C om m ission  and the P en n sy lvan ia  F re ed m e n 's  A id  C om m ission , 

and the c la s s e s  w ere conducted in the tent of the su tler  a cc o m 

panying the regim ent.

The chaplain of the 3rd Rhode Island H eavy A r tille r y ,

The R everend  F re d e r ic  D enison , w as involved  in a coop erative  

educational effort w ith  the R everend  Solom on P e c k , S ecr eta r y  of 

the A m erican  B aptist M ission ary  Union. T hese m en , hoping to a id  

the b lack adults in the v ic in ity  of B eaufort, South C arolina, le ft  

behind by m a sters  who fle d  the Sea Islands in the fa c e  of im m inent  

occupation by Union fo r c e s , u sed  the la r g e  B aptist Church in B eaufort 

as a sch oo lhou se during the w eek in ord er to provide b lack m en with  

an opportunity for a b a sic  education. Both P eck  and D enison  

reported  ex cellen t p ro g re ss  by black students in  th eir ch arge and 

w e re p le a sed  at the grow th in en ro llm ent. ^^

^OMonthly R eports, dated O ctober 31, 1864 and F eb ru ary  
28, 1865, L etters R e ceiv e d , F ile s  of the Adjutant G en eral's O ffice, 
N ational A r ch iv e s , R ecord  Group 94.

^^Reverend F r e d e r ic  D enison , Shot and Shell: The Third  
Rhode Island Heavy A r tille r y  R egim ent in the R ebe llion , 1861-1865  
(Boston: The P ilg rim  P r e s s ,  1879), pp. 131-132.
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A nother e n te rp r ise , far m ore ex ten s iv e , w as that conducted  

in the M iss is s ip p i V a lley  by Chaplain John Eaton of the 27th Ohio 

Infantry. On N ovem ber 11, 1862, Chaplain Eaton re ce iv e d  an order  

from  G eneral U. S. Grant which p laced  h im  at the head of what was 

to becom e the m o st e lab orate and ex ten siv e  of a ll efforts on behalf 

of the freed m en . 22

A s Grant prepared  during the autumn and w inter m onths of 

1862 fo r  h is push south a ga inst the C onfederate fo r tr e s s  c ity  of 

V icksburg, M iss is s ip p i, he fe lt  im p elled  to find so m e m eans to ca re  

p rop erly  for the b lacks who cam e into Union lin e s  in in creasin g  

num bers. W hile h is con cern  was m ilita ry  as w e ll as h um anitarian -- 

he did not w ish  to have h is arm y im peded in its  pursuit of m ilita r y  

o b jectiv es  by the n e c e s s ity  of d iverting  its en erg ies  to the task  of 

providing for the m ultitude of d estitu te b la c k s - - th is  in no way  

detracted  from  h is accom p lish m en t in b ehalf of the freed m en .

22Specia l order No. 15, dated N ovem ber 11, 1862, read  as 
fo llo w s , "Chaplain Eaton of the 27th Ohio Infantry is  hereby appointed  
to take charge of the contrabands that com e into cam p in the v ic in ity  
of th is post (La G range, T en n e ssee ) , organ izing  them  into su itab le  
com panies for w orking, s e e  that they a re  p rop erly  cared  for and s e t  
them  to w ork p icking, ginning, and baleing a ll cotton  now cut and 
ungathered in fie ld s . Suitab le guards w ill be d eta iled  by com m and
ing o ff ic e r s  n ea re st w h ere  the p arties  a re  at w ork to p rotect them  
from  m o lesta tio n . F o r  fu rther in stru ction s the O fficer in ch arge of 
th ese  L aborers w ill ca ll at th ese  Head Q uarters . " F i le s  of the 
Adjutant G en era l's O ffice, National A r ch iv e s , R ecord  Group 94.
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Thus G rant, through Chaplain Eaton, launched the m o st sy ste m a tic  

and continuous organ ized  effort on behalf of b lacks undertaken  

throughout the w ar .

In explaining h is in stru ction s to Eaton (N ovem ber 12, 1862), 

Grant stated  h is intention  to turn a poten tia l m enace into a p o s it iv e  

aid  to the Union a r m ie s . The freed m en  could p erform  m any of the 

cam p duties then being done by so ld ie r s  and could a lso  lend  a s s i s 

tance in roadbuilding, b ridge r e p a ir s , the con struction  of fo r tif ic a 

tion s and the l ik e . W omen could be em ployed  as la u n d r e sse s , 

h osp ita l a id s , and cook s.

The appointm ent of Chaplain Eaton to the su p e rv is io n  of this 

p ro je c t m ade h im  p erso n a lly  re sp o n s ib le  for  the ad m in istra tion  of 

b lack  a ffa ir s  from  N ovem b er, 1862 until the sp ring  of 1865 when the 

F re ed m e n 's  B ureau  a ssu m ed  the task .

Eaton b e liev ed  that w h ile the f ir s t  re sp o n s ib ility  in h is  new  

a ssig n m en t w as to p rovide m a ter ia l n e c e s s it ie s ,  em ploym ent and 

p rotection  to b la c k s, th is w as f ir s t  in ord er only and not in 

im p ortan ce. He b e liev ed  that m ental and m ora l en lightenm ent of the 

freed m en  w as the tru ly  g re a t ob ject to be sec u r ed  through h is la b o r s , 

and that the ach ievem en t of at le a s t  a rud im entary  sch oo l sy ste m  for

23John Eaton, G rant, L incoln  and the F reed m en  (New York: 
T he M acm illan  Com pany, 1907), pp. 13-15 .
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their education would produce u ltim ately  the g r e a tes t b en efits fo r  

the fo r m er  s la v es  and the nation. "A ccordingly from  the v ery  f ir s t ,  

efforts w ere  m ade to s e c u r e  the a s s is ta n c e  of arm y chap la ins, and 

such other m en as w ere  l ik e ly  to fe e l  the im portance of th is m atter . " 

The aid of benevolent p erson s eith er as individuals or in groups, was 

a lso  w e lcom ed  by Eaton. Som e of those he sing led  out fo r  p ra ise  

w ere the A m erican  M issio n a ry  A sso c ia tio n , the W estern  F re ed m e n 's  

Aid C om m ission , and the S ociety  of F r ie n d s. 24

P r o g r e ss  w as at f ir s t  slow , uncoordinated, and v er y  lim ited , 

due to the in stab ility  of the m ilita ry  situation  in the v a lley  and the 

fa c t that there was no rea l cen tra l authority over th ese  efforts to 

educate the freed m en . S in ce E aton's control w as in form al and hence  

m in im al (as a chaplain he did not have rank with com m and), su c c e s s  

depended upon cooperation  am ong the many independent ag en cies  

and individuals w orking s id e  by sid e  to ach ieve  the sa m e ends but 

under d ifferen t a u sp ice s . An in c r e a se  in the num ber of vo lunteer  

w orkers fo llow ed  the capture of V icksburg, and subsequent occupa

tion  of N atchez w hich  guaranteed Union control of the te r r ito r y  

bordering  the M iss is s ip p i, thus im proving se c u r ity  of th o se  involved  

in th is charitab le w ork. 25

24lbid . , pp. 192-193. 

2 5 lb id ., pp. 193-196.
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G eneral Grant w elcom ed  th ese  vo lun teer te a c h e r s . He 

provided  a s s is ta n c e  in the form  of transportation , q uarters , ra tion s, 

and c la ssr o o m  fa c il it ie s  w henever m ilita ry  con sideration s m ade it  

p o ssib le  for  him  to do so . This ach ieved  a dual purpose , for in 

addition to fa c ilita tin g  and encouraging the w ork of th ose  engaged in 

educating the freed m en , it a lso  brought the agents of the so c ie ty  

into c lo s e r  contact w ith  Eaton, as it was through h is F reed m en 's  

D epartm ent that re q u ests  fo r  such aid w ere  channelled . In Septem ber  

of 1863, S ecr eta r y  Stanton gave form al authorization  to the aid  

program  which Grant had undertaken on his own authority.

D esp ite  th is aid  and the increasin g  s iz e  of the volunteer  

teaching fo r ce  th ere  was m uch duplication of effort. A sh ortage of 

funds and fa c il it ie s  a lso  ham pered the work. S till further there w e re  

d ifficu ltie s  a r is in g  from  the je a lo u s ie s  and fr ic tio n  w hich  are  

unavoidable when so  m any independent agen cies  a re  w orking on the

^^Ibid. , p. 194; S pecia l Order No. 63 from  the War 
D epartm ent, dated Septem ber 29, 1863, read in part as follow s:
"VI T ransportation  w ill be furn ished  for  p erson s and goods for the 
ben efit of th ese  peop le (b lacks) on G overnm ent T ran sports and 
M ilitary  R ailroads w ith in  the D epartm ent on the order of the 
G eneral Superintendent (E aton)."  "VII C itizens vo lun tarily  laboring  
fo r  the b en efit of th ese  peop le , saving a s  they do to the goverm en t, 
co s t  of labor in providing for their ca r e , w ill, when p rop erly  
a ccred ited  by the G eneral Superintendent, be en titled  to ra tion s, 
q u a r ter s , and transportation  on G overnm ent T ran sports and 
M ilitary  R ailroads w ithin the D epartm ent. "
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sa m e p rob lem s in the sam e a rea . This s ituation  p rev a iled  until 

Septem ber, 1864, when the need  for a ce n tra lized  authority to 

control and sy ste m a tize  a ll e fforts for the education of b lacks was  

reco g n ized  by the War D epartm ent. Eaton, in h is  capacity  as  

G eneral Superintendent of F r e e d m e n ,  ^7 w as accord ing ly  designated  

to se r v e  as the coordinator of a ll educational efforts in the 

D epartm ent. 28

A sid e from  the general d e s ir e  am ong freed m en  to lea r n  what 

had p rev io u sly  been forbidden, th ere  w e re  obvious p ra ctica l 

advantages to them  as so ld ier s  in knowing how to read  and w r ite . 

Joseph  T. W ilson , h im se lf a b lack so ld ier  in the 2nd L ouisiana  

N ative Guard and la te r  a m em ber of the 54th M a ssa ch u setts  Infantry, 

reco rd ed  that h is  com rades:

2?Eaton, op. c it. , pp. 26-27; Eaton had been  appointed to 
th is p osition  on D ecem ber 17, 1862. G eneral O rder No. 13 read  
in parts as fo llo w s . "Chaplain John Eaton, Jr . , of the 27th  
R egim ent Ohio V olu nteers, is  hereby appointed G eneral Superin 
tendent of Contrabands for the D epartm ent. "

2 ^ 0rd er No. 16, dated Septem ber 26, 1864, read  in part 
as fo llow s: "To prevent confusion and em b a r ra ssm e n t, the G eneral 
Superintendent of F reed m en  w ill designate o ff ic e r s , su bject to h is  
o rd ers as Superintendent of C olored  S ch oo ls , through whom  he w ill  
arrange the loca tion  of a ll sch o o ls , te a c h e r s , and the occupation  
of h ouses and other d eta ils  pertain ing to the education  of F reed m en . 
A ll o ff ic er s  com m anding, and others w ill rend er the n e c e s s a r y  aid, " 
P rin ted  copy filed  in Eaton's S erv ic e  R ecord , f i le s  of the Adjutant 
G en era l's O ffice, National A r ch iv e s , R ecord  Group 94, O ffic ia l 
R eco rd s, S e r ie s  I, Vol. XVIII, P a rt 2, pp. 3 95-396 .



U n lettered  th em se lv es  . . , becam e d aily  m ore and 
m ore im p resse d , through th eir m ilita ry  a sso c ia tio n , 
and by contact with things that requ ired  know ledge, 
w ith the n e c e s s ity  of having an education . Each  
so ld ier  fe lt  that but fo r  h is il li te r a c y  he m ight be a 
ser g ea n t, com pany c le rk , or q u a rterm a ster , and not 
a few , that if educated, they m ight be lieu ten ants and 
captains. T his w as not an unusual con clu sion  fo r  a 
brave so ld ie r  to a rr iv e  at, when m en no b raver than 
h im se lf  w e re  p rom oted  fo r  b ravery . 29

With th is attitude m oving am ong the grow ing ranks of black  

s o ld ie r s , it is  not su rp r is in g  to find reports that The New England  

S p e lle r  should have been  in g re a t demand am ong th ose  troops and 

that the knapsacks of dead b lack  so ld ie r s  often contained  "a sp ellin g  

book and a T estam en t, " books d istributed  in g re a t num bers by the 

C h ristian  C om m ission  and other northern  philanthropic organ iza 

tio n s.

29Josep h  T . W ilson , The B lack  Phalanx: A H istory  of the 
N egro S o ld iers  of the United States in the W ars of 1775-1812, 
1861-1865 (Boston: P ilg r im  P r e s s ,  1891), pp. 503-504; W ilson  
d evotes a chapter to a d isc u ss io n  of "The B lack  Phalanx at School. "

20J. G. F orm an , The W estern  Sanitary C om m ission: A 
Sketch  of Its O rig in , H isto ry , L abors for  the S ick  and Wounded of 
the W estern  A r m ie s , and A id  Given to F reed m en  and Union R e fu g ees , 
w ith Incidents of H ospital L ife  (Boston: P ilg r im  P r e s s ,  1864), 
p. 95; "During the fa ll and w in ter of 1863-64 , G eneral W illiam  A . 
P ile ,  organ ized  th ree  b rigades of b lack troop s, at Benton B arracks  
(M issou ri) and in ord er that they m ight have ev e ry  b en efit that w as 
p o ssib le , during the period  of their organ ization  and d r ill, the 
C om m ission  purchased  th ree thousand cop ies of S argen ts Standard  
P r im e r , for  th eir u se  and te a ch ers w e re  p rovided  to in stru ct them  
in readin g.
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In view  of d e s ir e s  fo r  education by b lacks and e sp e c ia lly  in

view  of the p ra ctic a l advantages of lite r a c y , to the individual black

so ld ie r , it is  h ard ly  su rp r is in g  to d isc o v er  that a ll m anner of

educational p ro je c ts  sprang up in ev e ry  D epartm ent w h ere black

troops w e re  r a ise d . N orthern  new sp apers during the la tte r  half of

the C ivil War contained  m any accounts s im ila r  to this;

One v er y  good fea tu re  in th is reg im en t is  the organ iza 
tion  of s c h o o ls . E ach com pany is  organ ized  into a 
sep a ra te  sch o o l, w hich  is  taught by tea ch ers h ired  for  
that p urpose from  the N orth. They a re  paid by a voluntary  
contribution  from  the so ld ie r s  of from  fifty  cents to one dollar  
p er cap ita each  m onth. The so ld ier s  ev in ce great in te r e st  
in th eir books, w hich they  take out on p icket with them .
They a re  under ex c e lle n t d isc ip lin e , and lik e  m ilita ry  
s e r v ic e  v er y  m uch.

How g re a t w as the d e s ir e  of the b lacks of th is p articu lar  

reg im en t to gain  so m e education  is  c le a r  when i t  is  rem em bered  

that th ese  so ld ie r s  who paid from  fifty  cen ts to one dollar every  

m onth to h ir e  te a ch ers  r e c e iv e d  only sev e n  d o lla r s  a m onth from  

the F ed er a l G overnm ent for th eir s e r v ic e s .

This longing fo r  education  w as not ex c lu s iv e ly  ch a ra c ter 

is t ic  of b lack  re g im en ts  r a ise d  in the South. The h istorian  of the

^^The Chicago T ribune, January 18, 1864, d isc u ss in g  the  
F ir s t  A labam a R egim ent of B lack  Infantry re cr u ite d  at C orinth  
in M ay of 1863; its  d esignation  w as changed M arch 11, 1864, to 
55th U.S. B lack  T roop s.
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55th M assach u setts  Infantry, a regim ent m anned by b lacks from  the

N orthern  s ta te s , ob served  that:

A great d e s ir e  ex iste d  am ong th ose who had been d eprived  
of a ll educational p r iv ile g es  to learn  to read  and w r ite , 
and through the labors of D r, Henry Bow ditch, B oston  
p hysician  and a b o lition ist, and o th ers , a sch oo l was 
esta b lish ed  to teach  those who d es ired  to lea r n . Many 
ava iled  th em se lv es  of th is , and m any w ere a s s is te d  by 
th eir com pany o ff ic er s  and their la tte r  inform ed fe llo w -  
s o ld ie r s , so  that a decided  im provem ent in th is r e sp e c t  
w as e f fec ted  am ong the m en during their s ta y  at 
R eadville ,

To help  se c u r e  tra ined  o ff ic er s  for  P en n sy lvan ia 's black  

reg im en t, a P h iladelphia  com m ittee headed by Thom as W ebster  

esta b lish e d  the F r e e  M ilitary  A cadem y of Chestnut S treet in the fa ll 

of 1863. T his academ y gave in stru ction  in infantry ta c tic s , arm y  

regulation , m a th em a tics , geography and h isto ry . Both so ld ie r s  and 

c iv ilia n s w e re  its  rap idly changing student body. The train ing g iven  

on Chestnut S tre e t m u st have been  ex c e llen t. Of its  f ir s t  n in ety -fou r  

graduates to appear b efore G eneral C a sey 's  board in W ashington only  

four w e re  re jec te d . ^3 in sp ite  of the orig in al opposition  by 

P re s id e n t L incoln  to en list b lack m en, the ind ications a re  that the

B Zw ilson, op. c i t . , p. 505; Both the 54th and 55th 
M assach u setts  reg im en ts  a ssem b led  and r e ce iv e d  th eir p re lim in a ry  
m ilita ry  train ing at R eadv ille , a few  m ile s  South and W est of 
B oston .

^^George W ashington W illiam s, H istory  of the N egro R ace  
in A m erica  from  1619 to 1880 (New York: The M acm illan  Company, 
1882), p. 295.
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Union A rm y did go fa r  tow ard preparing thousands of black m en for  

th eir  future l iv e s  as c itiz en s and self-depend en t fr e e  m en and heads 

of fa m ilie s . It has been  a s se r te d  that "F ederal m ilita ry  cam ps w ere  

the p laces  w h ere b lacks re ce iv e d  th eir f ir s t  in stru ction s in popular 

id e a ls  from  the N orth, in lo y a lty  to the Union and in p o litic s .

Those exam ples ind icate the gen era l nature of the efforts by 

Union ch ap la in s, o ff ic er s  and other concerned  individuals in the 

education of b lacks and their op tim ism  regarding the b en eficent  

e ffec t of education  upon b la c k s . Many black adults w e re  aided  

gre a tly  in the traum atic transition  from  dependent bondage to 

independent and resp o n sib le  c itiz en sh ip  by this education. And 

education was an enduring contribution, a  truth aptly ex p re ssed  in 

the words of Chaplain Eaton: "W hatever education has been  

accom p lish ed  am ong the peop le cannot be taken from  them"^^

Land Grant C o lleges  

C ongress p a sse d  an a ct on July 2, 1862, which was known as 

the F ir s t  M o r r ill A ct. This a ct granted  to each sta te  th irty  thousand

^^W illiam W atson D av is, The C ivil War and R econstruction  
in F lo rid a  (New York: The B aker and T aylor Company, 1913), 
p. 236.

^^John Eaton to Edwin Stanton, O ctober 20, 1864. Copy 
f ile d  with E aton 's S erv ic e  R ecord , F i le s  of the Adjutant G eneral's  
O ffice, National A r ch iv e s , R ecord  Group 94.
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a c r e s  of public land per sen ator  and represen ta tive  in C ongress to 

w hich the sta te w as en titled  by approtionm ent under the censu s of 

1860:36

A ll m oney d erived  from  the sa le  of th ese  lands w as to be 
invested  by the sta te  in se c u r it ie s  bearing in tere st at not 
le s s  than 5 per cent excep t that the leg is la tu re  of the sta te  
m ight au th orize the u se  of not m ore than 10 per cent of 
capital for the p urch ase of s ite s  for the co lleg e  or ex p er
im ental fa rm . The in te r e s t  w as to be u sed  for  the 
endowm ent, support, and m aintenance of at le a s t  one 
co lleg e  w h ere the lead ing object should be to teach  such  
branches of learn in g  to young adults, as are  re la ted  to 
agricu ltu re  and the m ech anic arts in order to prom ote  
the lib e ra l and p ra ctic a l education of the industria l 
c la s s e s  in the s e v e r a l pursu its and p ro fessio n s in l ife . 37

It has been  held  that the M orrill A ct authorized  the p urch ase  

of apparatus, m ach in ery , textbooks, re fer en ce books, and m a ter ia ls  

used  fo r  the p urpose of instruction ; and for the paym ent of s a la r ie s  

of in stru cto rs  in the branches of learning sp ec ifie d  by Land-G rant 

A c ts . In the c a se  of m ach in ery , such as b o ile r s , en g in e s , and 

pum ps, w hich w e re  used  to se r v e  both instructional and other  

p u rp o ses, the fund could  only be charged with an equitable p ortion  

of the c o st of sa id  m ach in ery . 38

36b . F . A ndrew s, The Land Grant of 1862 and the Land  
Grant C o lle g e s , B u lletin  No. 13 (W ashington, D. C. : G overnm ent 
P rin tin g  O ffice, 1918), p. 10,

37lbid.

38k , M iller  and J. R. Gay, P r o g r e ss  and A ch ievem en ts of 
the C olored  P eo p le  (W ashington, D. C. : A ustin  Jenkins C o ., 1907), 
p. 238.



The act prohib ited  the expenditures of any portion of 
th ese  funds for the p urch ase, erec tio n , p rese rv a tio n , 
or repa ir  of any building or buildings under any 
p reten se  w hatever, and the s a la r ie s  of p urely  adm in
is tr a t iv e  o ff ic e r s , such  as tr e a su r e r s , p resid en ts ,
and s e c r e t a r i e s .39

The f ir s t  M orrill A ct providing for agricu ltu ra l and 

m e ch a n ica l c o lle g e s  in a ll the s ta te s , unfortunately did not provide  

fo r  a d iv is io n  of fe d e ra l funds on ra c ia l l in e s . A s a r e su lt  of th is  

o m iss io n  the funds re ce iv e d  w e re , in m ost c a s e s ,  u sed  fo r  the 

developm ent of th ose c o lle g e s  from  which b lacks w ere  excluded.

T hree s ta te s , h ow ever, sh ortly  a fter the C ivil W ar, s e t  a 

p ortion  of the funds fo r  the support of land -grant c o lleg e s  to s e r v e  

the b lack population. In 1871 the sta te of M iss is s ip p i r e ce iv e d  

$ 1 8 8 ,9 2 8  for its  s c r ip  under the M orrill A ct. It gave th re e-f ifth s  

of this am ount to what was then ca lled  A lcorn  U n iv ersity  and the 

rem ainin g two fifths to the U n iversity  of M iss is s ip p i, w hich  w e re  

d esignated  as the w h ite land -grant co lleg e . F inding that the regu lar  

sta te  appropriations added to the land -grant fund A lco r n 's  incom e  

w as g re a ter  than its  n eed s, the le g is la tu r e , in 1874, tra n sferr ed  

the fed era l fund to Oxford U n iversity , another b lack  sch ool in

39ibid.
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M is s is s ip p i. In 1878 the grant w as returned  to A lco r n  U n iversity  

w ith  its  nam e changed to A lcorn  A gr icu ltu ra l and M echanical 

C ollege .

In 1872 V irgin ia  so ld  its sc r ip  fo r  $ 2 8 5 ,0 0 0 . A fter m uch  

debate the le g is la tu r e  decided  to grant o n e-h a lf the y ie ld  of the  

incom e from  th is fund to Hampton In stitute, w hich  w as d esignated  

as the b lack  land -grant co lle g e  of the sta te .

The th ird  sta te  to esta b lish  a b lack land -grant co lleg e  w as  

South C arolina. In 1872 the scr ip  granted  to that sta te  by the 

F e d e r a l G overnm ent was so ld  for $191, 800. The recon stru ction  

le g is la tu r e , con tro lled  by b lacks, granted  the incom e of this fund to 

C laflin  U n iv ersity , a sch oo l estab lish ed  and m ain ta ined  by the 

F re ed m e n 's  A id  Society  of the M ethodist E piscop a l Church. F o r  

so m e re a so n  th e fund w as used  for  other than educational p u r p o se s, 

thus depriv ing  C laflin  of the expected  incom e. In 1879 the sta te  

r e sto r e d  the land -grant endowm ent by m on ey re ce iv e d  from  taxation  

and organ ized  a w hite land-grant co lle g e  to r e c e iv e  on e-h a lf the 

incom e w h ile C laflin  re ce iv e d  the other half.

4 0 U .S . O ffice of Education B u lletin , 1930, No. 9, II, p. 837.



F re ed m e n 's  Bureau  

Many re p r esen ta tiv e s  of re lig io u s and benevolent org a n iza 

tions cam e to r e a liz e  through actual exp er ien ce  that the lack  of 

sy ste m a tic , ce n tra lized  ad m inistration  w as a defin ite h indrance to 

the w ork, and joined  in a grow ing m ovem ent for fed era l action .

The work w as too va st for  p riva te a g en c ie s , and requ ired  and 

demanded governm en tal a s s is ta n c e . It w as a tim e of gen era l 

exc item en t and anxiety and, am id  such c ir cu m sta n ces , so m e agency  

w as needed to undertake the organization  and cen tra l ad m in istra tion  

of the work of helping freed m en  and re fu gees  of a ll c l a s s e s ,  41

The n eed  for a governm ental agency to deal sp e c if ic a lly  with  

the p rob lem s of em ancipation  see m s to have been  fe lt  at l e a s t  three  

y ea r s before  such  a bureau w as actually  crea ted . Just tw elve days 

after P r e s id e n t L incoln  had issu e d  the Em ancipation  P roc lam ation , 

a b ill to es ta b lish  a B ureau of E m ancipation in the War D epartm ent 

was introduced in  the H ouse of R e p resen ta tiv es . This b ill w as 

r e fer re d  to a C om m ittee on F reed m en 's  A ffa irs on January 19,

1863, w here it  w as debated and its  report au thorized , but at the 

adjournm ent of C ongress on the fourth of M arch no action  had been

4 1 T, D, E lio t, R eport to the H ouse of R ep resen ta tives  
(W ashington, D .C ,:  G overnm ent Prin ting O ffice, 1968), p. 9,
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A t the opening of the f ir s t  s e s s io n  of the T hirty-E ighth  

C o n g ress, another b ill to esta b lish  a B ureau of Em ancipation  was 

introduced and w as re fer re d  to a s e le c t  com m ittee of nine m e m b ers. 

T his b ill p rop osed  to cr ea te  in the War D epartm ent, a bureau to 

w hich would be a ssig n e d  "all m a tters  concern ing p erson s of A frican  

d esce n t, and a ll  p erso n s who by p roclam ation , by law  or by m ilita ry  

order had, or should  becom e en titled  to th eir freed om . This 

m e a su r e  p a sse d  the H ouse of R e p r esen ta tiv e s , but w as so  m odified  

by am endm ents in the Senate that no a greem ent could  be reached  

b etw een  the two bodies.

Although the need  for such  a bureau w as w id ely  fe lt , there  

w as co n sid e ra b le  opposition  to its crea tion . It w as argued that its  

functions w e re  too sw eep ing and revo lu tion ary  for a governm ent of 

e x p r e sse d  and lim ited  pow ers; that its  organ ization  would open up 

a v a st fie ld  for  corruption , greed , tyranny and ab use , inviting  

exp lo itation  of the v ery  peop le whom it w as d esigned  to aid. 43 

Many proven  fr iend s of the freed m en  argued that such  

governm ental ex p r e ss io n  of sp ec ia l con sideration  for the freed m en

^^ C ongressional Globe, 38th C on gress, 1st S ess io n , p. 708. 

43%bid. , p . 760.
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would actua lly  retard  th eir  developm ent tow ard independence and 

se lf -r e lia n c e .

In the second  s e s s io n  of the T hirty-E ighth  C on gress, debate  

on the su bject w as resum ed . On F ebruary 28, 1865, the C onference  

C om m ittee of the Senate reported  what was v irtu ally  a new b ill, 

creating  a B ureau of R efu g ees , F reed m en  and Abandoned Lands.

On M arch 1, 1865, this co m p ro m ise  b ill w as o r d e r e d  p r i n t e d ,  

and on M arch 3, 1865, it w as p a ssed  by both h ouses of C ongress in 

sp ite  of strong opposition . It was signed  by P re sid e n t L incoln  on 

the sam e day. 46

The F re ed m e n 's  B ureau  w as esta b lish e d  by the United S tates  

C ongress M arch 3, 1865, a s  the B ureau of R efu gees, F reed m en , 

and Abandoned L ands. T his B ureau w as attached to the War 

D epartm ent and w as m aintained  until s e v e r a l y ea r s  after the c lo se  

of the C ivil W ar. It su p e rv ised  and m anaged a ll abandoned land and  

con tro lled  a ll subjects re la tin g  to re fu g ees  and b lack s. The education  

of black peop le becam e one of its sp ec ia l d u ties . 4?

4 4New York T im e s , F eb ru ary  9, 1865.

4 5C ongressional G lobe, 38th C on gress, 2nd S ess io n , p. 1402. 

^^Ibid. , p .  1419,

4^F. W atson, The E ncyclopedia  and D ictionary of Education  
(London: S ir Is sa c  Pitm an and S o n s, 1922), p. 1180.
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During the War other so c ie t ie s  operated  with a ll the vigor  

that the m ilita r y  s ituation  would p erm it without being under the d ir ec t  

control of the governm ent, but a fter  the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau was 

organ ized , it  b ecam e a guardian over a ll of them . 48 The Bureau  

em braced  a s ix - fo ld  program :

(1), , , d istribu tin g  rations and m ed ica l supp lies;
(2) estab lish in g  sch o o ls  and aiding benevolen t a s s o c ia 
tions; (3) regulating  labor contracts (4) taking ca re  of 
con fisca ted  lands ; (5) ad m in istering  ju stice  in c a se s  
w here b lacks w e re  concerned; and (6) the paym ent of 
bounties to s o ld ie r s ,49

The B ureau operated  without funds for education during its  

f ir s t  y ea r  of operation . It w as able to a s s i s t  in the education of 

b lacks only by su p e rv is io n  and transportation  of te a c h e r s , and the 

occupation  of buildings in its  p o sse s s io n  for sch o o ls . 50 C ongress  

w as p le a sed  w ith the f ir s t  y ea r 's  operation  of the Bureau, and on 

Ju ly  16, 1866, it p a sse d  a Supplem entary F re ed m e n 's  B ureau A ct 

w hich  stated:

That the c o m m iss io n e r  . . . sh a ll at a ll tim e s  coop er
ate with priva te  ben evolen t agen cies  of c itiz en s  in aid  
of freed m en  . . . and sh a ll h ire  or provide by le a s e

4 8 t , p . Jack son , "The E ducational E fforts of the F reed m en's  
B ureau and F re ed m e n 's  A id S ociety  in South C arolina, " Journal of 
N egro H isto ry , 1922, V ol. VII, No. 1, p. 4.

4 9lbid . , pp. 3 -4 .

SO lbid., p. 14.



buildings fo r  p urpose of education  w henever such  
a sso c ia tio n  sh a ll w ithout c o s t  to the G overnm ent provide  
su itab le  te a ch ers  and m eans of in stru ction , and he shall 
fu rn ish  su ch  p rotection  as m ay be re cr u ite d  for the sa fe  
conduct of su ch  sc h o o ls . 51

F u rth er the c o m m iss io n er  of th is bureau sh a ll have power 
to s e iz e ,  hold  u se, l e a s e  or s e l l  a ll buildings and ten e
m ents . . . and to u se  the sa m e or appropriate the p roceed s  
d erived  th erefrom  to the education  of the fr eed  peop le . 52

G eneral O liver O. Howard w as the c o m m iss io n e r  of the 

F re ed m e n 's  B ureau , and J. W. A lvord  w as the G eneral Superin

tendent of E ducation . The duties of the Superintendent of Education  

w e re  to c o lle c t  inform ation  on education , encourage the organ ization  

of new sc h o o ls , find  hom es fo r  te a c h e r s , and su p e r v ise  the en tire  

educational p rogram . C on gress appropriated  f iv e  hundred thousand  

d ollars  to the B ureau  in M arch, 1867, for the con struction  and  

re p a ir  of sch o o ls  and a sy lu m s. 53

Schools w e re  soon s ta r ted  by b lacks and w h ites under the 

a u sp ice s  of the bureau, co m p ris in g  day, night, sabbath and su m m er  

sch o o l. In addition , th ere  w e re  ind u str ia l sch o o ls  and c o lle g e s  

aided  by bureau funds. The sch o o ls  w e re  held  in b a rra c k s, b arn s, 

b a sem e n ts, co u rth o u ses , ch u rch es, and in the open a ir . In one

^^Ibid. , pp. 14-15 . 

52 lb id ., p. 15. 

53lbid. , pp. 13-15 .
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c a se , a t le a s t ,  c la s s e s  w e re  held in the room  in w hich two teach ers

slep t, cooked, and ate . John W. A lvord , fo r m er A rm y chaplain

reported , w h ile superintendent of sch o o ls  fo r  the F reed m en 's

B ureau in 1870, that th ere w e re  149, 581 b lacks in sch oo ls with

3, 300 te a c h e r s , 55 T hese num bers included attendance in a ll types

of sch o o ls  w hich w e re conducted by both the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau

and the fr eed m e n 's  a s so c ia tio n s .

In itia lly , the m ajority  of the te a ch ers w e re  w h ite. But it

w as reported  in 1870 that out of 3, 300 te a c h e r s , 1, 324 w ere

b la c k ,56

It w as reported  that:

The typ ica l freed m en 's  sch oo l opened with p rayer , s c r ip 
ture reading, and the singing of hym ns and patr io tic  a ir s , 
such  as 'The B attle  Hymn of the R epublic' and 'John 
Brown, ' the sch ool w as usually  in s e s s io n  from  four to 
s ix  hours d ivided  equally betw een m orning and afternoon.
Many sch oo ls  held  night c la s s e s  for adults, 57

54A m erican  M issionary  M agazine, IX, 2 (F ebruary, 1865),
p, 38,

55C harles W esley  and P a tr ic ia  R om aro, N egro A m erican s  
in the C iv il War (W ashington, D. C, : The A sso c ia t io n  for  the Study 
of N egro L ife and H istory , 1967),

56lbid ,

5?H enry L ee Swint, The N orthern  T each er in the South 
(New York: Octagon B ooks, Inc, , 1967), p, 77 -9 3 ,



The te a ch ers taught w om en to knit, to sew . With a ll 
th eir em phasis on the th ree  R 's and upon p ra ctica l 
s k il ls ,  the N orthern  tea ch ers n ever  lo s t  s ig h t of the 
true aim  of the en tire m ovem ent the 'proper education  
of the freed m en . ' T eaching did, indeed, extend into 
the co n tr o v ers ia l f ie ld s  of so c io lo g y  and p o lit ic s . In 
other w ords, b lacks w e re  taught to support the party  
of th eir  fr iend s through the b allot and to a ssu m e their  
p lace  as the s o c ia l and p o litica l equal of the Southern  
w hite m an. 58

The educational a c t iv it ie s  of the B ureau w e re con siderab ly  

en larged  and p laced  upon a f ir m e r  leg a l base by p ro v is io n s of the  

second  F re ed m e n 's  B ureau B ill ,  p a sse d  July 16, 1866, over the 

veto of P r e s id e n t Johnson. A reas of coop eration  with p riva te  

benevolen t a g en c ie s  w ere  broadened and the B ureau w as able to 

in c r e a se  both the se r v ic e  and the fin anc ia l a s s is ta n c e  afforded  

sch o o ls  and te a c h e r s . A d ir ec t appropriation of $521, 000 for  

educational a c t iv it ie s  was provided  during that y e a r , and additional 

incom e w as m ade a va ilab le  from  funds derived  from  the sa le  or 

l e a s e  of prop erty  fo r m er ly  held  by the C onfederate S ta te s . 59

The pattern  of educational a ctiv ity  rem ained  the sa m e . The 

B ureau did not engage d ir e c tly  in the p ro ce ss  of education , but

58lbid.

59j, w. A lvord , R eports on Schools and F inan ces of 
F reed m en , 1866-1870 (W ashington, D. C. : G overnm ent P rin ting  
O ffice, 1870), p. 2.
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confined its  a c t iv it ie s  to the help and protection  which it could give  

the num erous individuals and so c ie t ie s  w orking in the in te r e st  of 

the e x - s la v e .

It appeared  that th ere was an in te r e st  throughout the North  

in the w e lfa re  and future of the black m an. A la r g e  num ber of m en  

and wom en le f t  their h om es in the North to liv e  and work among  

them , and nearly  s ix  m illio n  dollars w e re  contributed  for th eir  

schooling  w ithin a p eriod  of ten y ea r s .

It is  reported  that m any m otives com pelled  th is giving:

Som e who gave w e re  confirm ed  a b o litio n ists  who co n s i
dered  education as the next lo g ica l step  tow ard com plete  
freed om . Som e others w e re  m oved by p ity for the 
h e lp le ss  p osition  of the e x - s la v e  in the chaos and su ffe r 
ing which fo llow ed  the W ar. S till others w e re  concerned  
with the n e c e s s ity  of educating the black  m an if he w as 
to b ecom e a functioning c id z e n  of the R epublic. T here  
w e re so m e who w e re  concerned  with the econom ic  
advantages w hich m ight be expected  when a la rg e  num ber  
of educated b lacks would form  a v a st new m arket for  
N orthern  m anufactured  products.

F o r  the m any organ iza tion s, m otivated  by th ese  and other 

rea so n s to p articip ate in the education of the e x - s la v e s ,  the F re ed 

m en 's B ureau acted  as a cen tra l clearing  house to harm onize effort, 

to e lim in ate d up lications, and to bring a re a s of need  into contact with  

so u rce s  of supply. The B ureau was able to g iv e  m a teria l aid  to 

p erson s engaged in education , to encourage and a s su r e  organ izations

^Opp. c it. 

6 llb id .
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w hich  w ish ed  to contribute, and to prom ote w ise r  u tiliza tion  of 

r e so u r c e s .

The m a te r ia l aid  w hich the B ureau gave to p erson s and organ

iza tion s engaged in educational a c t iv it ie s  cen tered  in the housing  

arrangem en ts w h ich  it  w as ab le to m ake. A s long as p o ssib le , the 

B ureau continued to m ake abandoned and con fisca ted  buildings 

ava ilab le for occupation  by sch o o ls , te a ch ers , w ives and so ld ie r s  on 

duty w ith  the B ureau , and r e fu g ees . ^2 At the tim e of the organ ization  

of the B ureau , and for  a sh ort tim e a fterw ard s, th ere w e re  m any such  

buildings a va ilab le  fo r  th ese  p urposes, but a fter the W ar, as pardons 

w e re  issu e d , fo r m er  ow ners rapidly re c la im ed  th eir property.

A s the num ber of such  buildings d ecr ea sed , the Bureau f ir s t  

endeavored  to f i l l  req u ests  for sch ool buildings by secu r in g  hosp ita ls  

and public build ings from  the governm ent. L ater , tow ard the m iddle  

of 1868, when the return  of property to con federate ow ners w as about 

com plete , other m ethods of secur in g  the n e c e s sa r y  sch oo l structu res  

had to be d ev ised .

The c o m m iss io n e r  w as d irec ted  to rent or le a s e  buildings for  

sch oo l p urposes w h en ever tea ch ers and m eans of in stru ction  could be 

sec u r ed  w ithout c o s t  to the governm ent. By the end of 1868, an

^^House E xecu tive D ocum ents, No. 1, 39th C o n g ress, 2nd 
S e ss io n , p. 707.

6 3lbid.
6 4 u .S . Statu tes at L arge, XIV, 1866, p. 173.
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a greem ent b etw een  the so c ie t ie s  and the Bureau had been reach ed  

w hereby the B ureau  w ould underw rite the rent of sch oo ls at the rate  

of ten d o lla rs  p er  m onth for each c la s s  of th irty  or m ore students, 

S om etim es the freed m en  w e re  able to build a sch oo lhou se or to 

se c u r e  a church  or so m e other building in w hich  a school could be 

held  r e n t -fr e e . In such  c a s e s ,  the "rent" paid by the B ureau w as 

actua lly  u sed  to pay other exp en ses involved  in conduting the sch o o l. 

This arrangem en t continued until Septem ber, 1870, when the funds 

of the B ureau  had been  sp en t or ass ig n e d .

A few  item s from  the rent account of the Bureau m ay g ive  

som e ind ication  of the extent of th is s e r v ic e .  In N ovem ber, 1868, 

the B ureau paid the A m erican  M ission ary  A sso c ia tio n  $870. 00 for  

rent for  sch o o ls  in W ashington, D . C. F o r  the sam e m onth, $132. 00 

w as paid in M acon, G eorgia . In D e cem b er, 1868, $584. 86 w as  

paid for ren t of sch o o ls  in T alladega, A labam a, and $321. 34 in the 

State of M is s is s ip p i. The total rent paid  by the Bureau b etw een  

January 1, 1869, and June 30, 1969 through the A m erican  M issio n a r y  

A sso c ia t io n  a lone w as $56, 693. 00.

It should  not be assu m ed , h ow ever, that the N orthern  

a sso c ia tio n s  w e r e  the only cooperating  a g en c ie s  in the educational

^^A m erican  M issio n a ry  A sso c ia tio n , January, 1870, p. 43.

^ ^ Ib id ., p. 28.

6 7 lb id ., p. 13.
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p rogram  of the B ureau. The freed m en  th e m se lv e s , the p lanters  

who h ired  them , and lo ca l fr iend s and au th orities gave su fficien t  

a s s is ta n c e . ^8

In so m e a r e a s , freed m en  bore a con siderab le  proportion of 

the co st of th eir s ch o o ls . In the c ity  of L ittle  Rock, A rkan sas, it 

w as reported  that in 1866, the am ount r e ce iv e d  from  th is sou rce  

w as th ir ty -th ree  p ercen t of the total c o s t  of in stru ction . ^9 At the 

sa m e tim e , the A ss is ta n t C o m m issio n er  of Education for  Kentucky 

estim ated  that b lacks in that sta te  w e re  paying at le a s t  $1, 500 a 

m onth fo r  the support of s ch o o ls . 70

A s a r e su lt  of the generous re sp o n se  to appeals fo r  aid to 

the freed m en  and re fu g ees  in the te r r ito r y  occupied  by Union 

A r m ie s , th ere  w e r e , when the B ureau w as esta b lish ed , a num ber of 

sch oo ls  a lready  being  m aintained  by benevolen t a g en cies  of the North. 

The C o m m issio n er  of the B ureau had n eith er the d e s ir e  nor the 

r e so u r c e s  to take over  th is w ork but sta ted  that h is a im  would be to 

" sy stem a tize  and fa c ilita te"  the w ork of benevolen t and re lig io u s  

organ iza tion s. In reporting  the educational a c t iv it ie s  of the B ureau,

68Senate E xecu tive  D ocum ents, No. 27, 39th C on gress, 1st 
S e ss io n , pp. 5 6 -5 7 .

^^Alvord, op. c it. , January, 1867, p. 25.

70 lb id ., p. 30.
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G eneral H oward exp lained  that w h ile the Bureau had provided  

protection  and transp ortation  for te a ch ers , transportation  of books 

and c loth ing , and w h ere p o ssib le , sch oo l buildings, the " im m ediate  

patronage and funds fo r  w ork have been  m ainly from  benevolent 

a sso c ia tio n s  of the North. 71 The exact num ber of the a sso c ia tio n s  

w ith  w hich the F re ed m e n 's  Bureau w orked is v er y  d ifficu lt to 

esta b lish , but as m any as sev e n ty -n in e  have been  lis te d . 72

H igher Education  

In the tota l educational program  of the B ureau, sp ec ia l 

atten tion  w as g iven  to h igher education . Two fa c to rs  see m  to 

exp lain  th is situ ation . The f ir s t  w as the continuing need for  

te a ch ers in the fr eed m e n 's  s c h o o ls . N early  ev e ry  report of the 

A ss is ta n t C o m m issio n er  and Superintendent of sch o o ls  m entions the 

handicap of the la ck  of p erson n el, a ser io u s  handicap from  the 

beginning of the educational w ork w hich  see m s n ev er  to have been  

o v er co m e . 73 The w hite m en  and w om en from  the North could  not 

be re cr u ite d  in num bers la rg e  enough to sa tis fy  the need fo r  te a ch ers

71Hous6 E xecu tive D ocum ents, No. 1, 39th C o n g ress,
2nd S e ss io n , p. 716.

7 2 ju liu s  H. P a r m e le e , F re ed m e n 's  Aid S o c ie tie s , 1861-1871, 
(W ashington, D. C. : G overnm ent P rin tin g  O ffice, 1917), pp. 298- 
300.

73A lvord , op. c it. , January, 1870, p. 3.
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and many who cam e, anticipating the term ination  of Bureau support, 

expected  to stay  only a sh ort tim e . M oreover, although the native  

Southerner ra r e ly  reco n c iled  h im se lf to the p rese n c e  of Northern  

w hite te a c h e r s , a native black w as not the target of this type of 

resen tm ent. H ence, the secur in g  of black adult tea ch ers w as soon  

found to be d es ira b le . 75

The second  fac tor  was that w here lo ca l governm ents began  

to a ssu m e any re sp o n sib ility  for black education , their f ir s t  efforts 

centered  about elem en tary  education, leaving  benevolent and 

m iss io n a r y  s o c ie t ie s  fr e e  to turn their efforts tow ard h igher  

education. A ccord ing ly , the beginnings of a num ber of black lib era l 

a rts  c o lleg e s  and u n iv er s it ie s  of a la ter  day m ay be noted in the 

re co r d s of the F reed m en 's  Bureau.

The F reed m en 's  B ureau p layed a sign ificant ro le  in the 

founding of Howard U n iversity  in W ashington, D. C. 7^ F rom  its  

o rig in , it w as a favored  p roject of the C om m ission er and re ce iv e d  

m ore than $500, 000 from  the Bureau. Bureau aid m ade it p o ssib le

7‘̂ Am erican M issio n , XII, M arch, 1868, p. 63.

7 5 o iiv e r  O. Howard, A utobiography (New York: The Baker 
and T aylor Co. , 1908), p. 391.

7 6 o iiv e r  W endell H olm es, The E volution of the N egro  
C ollege (New York: Arno P r e s s  and The New York T im es , 1969), 
pp. 4 9 -5 4 .
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fo r  the tr u stees  of the U n iv ersity  to execu te the contract for pur

ch asing  the land upon w hich the U n iv ersity  w as loca ted . The co st  

of the f ir s t  building for  c o lle g e  c la s s e s ,  of two d o rm ito r ies , and 

of the m e d ica l building w as a lso  m et by the Bureau. jt was the 

va lue of th is investm ent w hich  la ter  influenced  the governm ent's  

d e c is io n  to provide support for Howard U n iversity  from  federa l 

funds in the budget of the In ter ior D epartm ent.

The B ureau 's a s s is ta n c e  in esta b lish in g  sch oo ls fo llow ed  a 

rather  c h a r a c te r is t ic  pattern . The so c ie ty , denom inational group, 

or independent board of tr u ste e s  would confer with the Bureau  

o ff ic ia ls , sec u r e  t it le  to a s ite  and begin  estab lish in g  or en larging  

its  sch o o l. The B ureau would then m ake funds ava ilab le  for the 

building. Som e a c t iv it ie s  of th is kind a re  l is te d  as illu s tr a tiv e  of 

th is p attern .

In 1867, the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau e r ec ted  the f ir s t  building of 

A tlanta U n iversity  and paid for  transportation  of the tea ch ers whom

^^House R eports, No. 121, 4 1 st  C o n g ress, 2nd S ess io n , 
pp. 2 8 -3 4 .

^^W alter D yson, A H isto ry  of the F ed er a l A ppropriations for  
Howard U n iv ersity  (W ashington, D. C. : Howard U n iv ersity  P r e s s ,  
1927), p . 12.
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the tr u ste e s  of the U n iv ersity  had h ired . During the f ir s t  two years  

of its  e x is te n c e , the Bureau contributed $ 5 2 ,4 1 0  to A tlanta  

U n iv ersity . 79

A v ery  Institute founded in C harleston, South C arolina in 1866, 

r e c e iv e d  $17, 000 from  the B ureau to build on land purchased  by the 

A m erican  M iss io n a r y  A sso c ia t io n  with funds w illed  to the A sso c ia 

tion by R everend  C harles A v e ry . 80

B idd le M em oria l Institute, la ter  B idd le U n iv ersity , and now 

Johnson C. Sm ith U n iv ersity  in C harlotte, North C arolina w as aided  

by a grant of $10, 000 from  the educational funds of the B ureau  in 

1867 when the sch o o l w as organ ized  by the P r e sb y te r ia n s .

B ere a  C o llege in B ere a , Kentucky, although esta b lish ed  

b efo re  the C iv il W ar, r e c e iv e d  $26, 000 from  the F re ed m e n 's  

B ureau  b etw een  1867 and 1870 fo r  its  building program . 82

In 1868, two b rick  b u ild in gs, one of w hich  w as fo r m er ly  a 

con federate gun fa c to ry , w e re  m ade ava ilable by the F reed m en 's

79M yron C. A d am s, H isto ry  of A tlanta U n iv ersity  (Atlanta: 
A tlanta U n iv ersity  P r e s s ,  1930), p. 19.

^^A m erican M issio n a r y  A sso c ia tio n , XII, Ju ly, 1868, p. 145.

®^Howai

82ibid .
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B ureau  to C entral T en n e ssee  C ollege which la ter  becam e Walden 

U n iv ers ity  and s t i l l  la ter  was absorbed by M eharry M edical 

C o lleg e .

F isk  U n iv ersity  in N a sh v ille , T en n e ssee , w as f ir s t  estab 

lish e d  as a h igh sch oo l for blacks in 1966. Its f i r s t  building was a 

con verted  m ilita r y  hosp ita l secured  for the sch ool by the F reed m en 's  

B ureau and m oved  by the B ureau to a lo t w hich had been  purchased  

by the W estern  F re ed m e n 's  C om m ission  and the A m erican  M issio n 

ary  A sso c ia tio n  of New York. B y O ctober of the fo llow ing year , 

the c ity  of N a sh v ille  had taken over the support of com m on sch oo ls  

and the F isk  School was incorporated  as F isk  U n iv ersity . 85

Hampton N orm al and A gr icu ltu ra l Institute w as from  its  

sta r t a p ro ject of p articu lar in te r e s t  of the Bureau. It was aided  

by contributions from  the Bureau fo r  building and perm anent 

endowm ent. In 1870, G eneral Sam uel A rm strong , the principal of 

the sch o o l, noted  in h is f ir s t  annual that "nearly $100, 000 had been  

expended in p erm anent im provem ents for  which w e m ay thank the 

F re ed m e n 's  B ureau and N orthern b en efa cto rs . 86

83A lvord, op. c it. , Ju ly, 1867, p. 52; H olm es, op. c it . ,
p. 109.

8'^Am erican M iss io n a r y , M arch, 1866, p. 59.

8 5ibid. , O ctober, 1867, p. 48.

86Sam uel C. A rm strong , E ducation for L ife (Hampton: 
P r e s s  of Hampton N orm al and A gr icu ltu ra l In stitute, 1913), p. 53.
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The B ureau m ade "generous donations" in land and buildings 

to S torer  C o llege in H arpers F e r r y , In the spring  of 1869, when a 

few  m en  con ce ived  the plan of estab lish in g  S trait U n iversity  in 

New O rlean s, the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau and the A m erican  M ission ary  

A sso c ia t io n  p urch ased  the ground and the B ureau a ssu r ed  them  the 

er ec tio n  of buildings valued at $20, 000.

A t the tim e of its  organ ization , the St. A ugustine N orm al 

and C olleg ia te  Institute, founded in R aleigh , North C arolina, the 

E p iscop a l Church, r e ce iv e d  co n sid era b le  aid  from  the governm ent. 88 

In M arch, 1870, $2, 500 w as a llo ted  to St. A ugustine for con stru c

tion . 89

L incoln  In stitute, now L incoln  U n iversity  in Je ffer so n  City, 

M isso u r i, w as e sta b lish e d  with funds which so ld ie r s  of the S ixty- 

second  and S ix ty -fifth  B lack  R egim ents had contributed  from  their  

m u ste r in g -o u t pay. On M arch 28, 1870, the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau  

a llo ted  $5, 000 to th is Institution  in addition to " con sid erab le aid

a lready  given . ,90

8'^Catalogue of S traight U n iversity  (New O rleans: L. R. 
Sim m ons C o ., 1870), p. 31.

^^Howard, op. c it. , p. 409.

89A ccounts C urrent of School Fund, BR FE A L , No. 87. 

90ibid.
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The T alladega, A labam a, N orm al School, la ter  T alladega  

C ollege , founded by the A m erican  M issionary  A sso c ia tio n , was 

helped  by the Bureau to sec u r e , at a co st of $34, 000, a c o lleg e  

property  of th irty -fou r a cr es  and a p re-w a r  brick  building which  

had been  built by s la v e  labor as an ex c lu s iv e  sch ool fo r  b oys, 91

W ilberforce U n iversity , begun in the f ift ie s  by the M ethodist 

E piscop a l Church, w as re cogn ized  ear ly  by the Bureau as a good 

place for train ing te a c h e r s . E ncouragem ent and financia l aid w ere  

g iven  to  it and, for the sam e rea so n , to O berlin  C o llege and to the 

L incoln  U n iv ersity  in P ennsylvan ia . 92 W ilberforce w as granted  

$3, 000 in 1869 and $25, 000 the follow ing y ea r , the la tte r  sum  by 

sp ec ia l c o n g re ssio n a l action . 93 B eca u se  n eith er of th ese  in stitu 

tions w as in fo r m er s la v e  te rr ito ry , the aid w as subsequently  

questioned  on the ground that th ese  g ifts w e re  not within the term s  

of the law s settin g  up the Bureau. 9^

9 lA m e rica n  M issionary  A sso c ia tio n , Annual R eport, 1871,
p. 45.

9^Howard, op. c it. , p. 141.

93H olm es, op. c it . , p. 141.

94H ouse R e p o r ts , No. 121, 4 1 st C o n g ress, 2nd S essio n ,
p. 30.
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Other institution s which r e ce iv e d  r e la tiv e ly  la r g e  am ounts of 

fin anc ia l aid fr o m  the B ureau included B a llard  N orm al School, 

C laflin  U n iv ersity , Lem oyne C ollege , K noxville C o llege , E lizabeth  

City (N . C. ) N orm al School, M aryv ille  (Tenn, ) N orm al School, 

Swayne School, E m erson  School, Stanton N orm al Sch ool, Tougaloo  

C ollege , The N ational T heo log ica l Institute, and St. M artin's  

F e m a le  A cadem y. 95 jn a sum m ary report in 1869, G eneral O liver  

H oward, C o m m issio n er  of the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau , sta ted  that at 

l e a s t  one n orm al sch oo l fo r  the train ing of young b lack  adults to be 

te a c h e r s  had been  esta b lish ed  in each s ta te . 96

F ro m  1868 to 1870, various p rop osa ls w e re  m ade to te rm 

inate the w ork of the Bureau co m p lete ly . E arly  in 1870, G eneral 

H oward p rop osed  that the educational a c t iv it ie s  of the F re ed m e n 's  

B ureau be tr a n sferr ed  to the Bureau of E ducation and that an 

appropriation  be m ade to put its  re co r d s in order .

This prop osa l led  Fernando Wood, to rem ark  during a 

d isc u ss io n  of a b ill to im plem ent such  a plan, that G eneral Howard  

had becom e "rich" through h is  connection  w ith  the F re ed m e n 's  

B ureau  and that th is  proposal w as sim p ly  a sch em e by w hich  he 

could  gain  con tro l of another la rg e  sum  of m on ey. 97

95_Accounts C urrent of School F unds, BR FA L , No. 87.

96 n o u se  E xecu tive D ocum en ts, No. 142, 4 1 st C o n g re ss , 
2nd S e ss io n , p. 11.
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R ep resen ta tive  W ood's rem ark , reported  in a daily  paper, 98

prom pted  G eneral Howard to w r ite  a le tte r  to Wood inviting an

in v estig a tio n  of h is  adm in istra tion  of the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau,

R ep resen ta tiv e  Wood read G eneral H ow ard's le tte r  on the flo o r  of

the H ouse, and w hile adm itting that he had no p erso n a l know ledge of

the a ffa ir s  of the Bureau, sa id  that h is sta tem en t w as founded upon

" general report and com m on rum or, " He then read  a l i s t  of fifteen

sp e c if ic  ch arges supporting h is a lleg a tio n  that G eneral Howard had

been gu ilty  of n eg lig en ce , 99

Wood reported:

The ch arges involved  G eneral H ow ard's u se  of B ureau  
funds in the con struction  of Howard U niversity ; h is  
d isp o sa l of land belonging to the U n iversity  corporation  
(land purchased  o r ig in a lly  w ith B ureau funds); h is  
invo lvem en t, with ce rta in  other B ureau o ff ic e r s , in a 
com pany form ed  to m anufacture the b r ic k s , a lleg ed  to 
be d efe c tiv e , u sed  in the con struction  of the buildings 
of Howard U n iv ersity  and the F re ed m e n 's  H ospital in 
W ashington; the ren t paid by the B ureau to Howard  
U n iv ersity  fo r  o ffice  space; the th ree  s a la r ie s  reported ly  
re c e iv e d  by G eneral H oward- - from  the arm y, the 
B ureau, and from  Howard U niversity ; h is  handling of 
ce rta in  fin anc ia l transactions involving bonds of the

98w ash ington  C hron icle, A p ril 1, 1870,

99H ouse R e p o r ts , No, 121, 4 1 st C o n g re ss, 2nd S ess io n ,  
pp. 2 -3 ,



F ir s t  C ongregational Church and of the UMCA and land  
purchased  in  W ashington for the im provem ent in what 
R ep resen ta tiv e  Wood term ed  the 'F reed m en 's B ureau  
R in g .'100

T hese ch arges w e re  r e fer re d , by re so lu tio n  to  the H ouse  

C om m ittee on Education and Labor which w as in stru cted  to 

in v e stig a te  the ch arges and was g iven  authority to send  for "persons 

and p a p ers. "101 F o r  n ea rly  th ree m onths, the C om m ittee  

questioned  w itn e sse s  and exam ined docum ents. T hree thousand  

pages of w r itten  testim on y  w e re taken. On July 13, 1870, the 

report of the com m ittee  and m in ority  report w e re  ord ered  

p r in t e d .102

The com m ittee  d ivided  on party  l in e s . The m ajority  report  

explained  away the charges and, d eclaring  that the p o licy  of the 

U nited S ta tes tow ard freed m en  "a so u rce  of ju st national p ride , " 

acquitted  G eneral Howard of a ll ch arges p referr ed  ag a in st h im .

T his rep ort sta ted  further that in " su cc ess fu lly  organ izing  and

lO O congressional G lobe, 4 1 st C on gress, 2nd S ess io n ,  
p. 2461.

lOl l b i d . , p. 2463.

lO^House R e p o r ts , No. 121, 4 1 st C o n g re ss, 2nd S e ss io n ,
p . 4.
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ad m in ister ing  w ith  fid e lity , in tegrity  and a b ility  the F re ed m e n 's  

Bureau, " G eneral H ow ard was d eserv in g  of the gratitude of the  

A m erican  peop le .

The m in ority  report d eclared  the m ajority  of the C om m ittee  

had p revented  a fa ir  and fu ll investiga tion  of the ch arges r e fe r r e d  to 

by ob jections to p ivotal q u estion s, the a rb itra ry  lim ita tion  of 

testim o n y , and the re fu sa l to subpoena ce rta in  w itn e sse s . 1^4 The 

m in ority  took p articu lar  ob jection  to the re fu sa l by the m ajority  of 

the C om m ittee to p erm it an exam ination  of G eneral Howard's 

person a l bank account. Y et, notw ithstanding th ese  d if ficu ltie s , the  

m in o rity  m ain tained  that su ffic ien t testim on y  had been  re ce iv e d  to 

su sta in , w ith a s lig h t excep tion , a l l  the ch arges m ade by Wood.

The m in ority  rep ort m ain ta ined  that the aid g iven  to Howard  

U n iv ersity , totaling m o r e  than fiv e  hundred thousand d o lla r s, w as a 

m is u s e  of funds designated  by C ongress fo r  the aid  of educational 

in stitu tion s a ctu a lly  incorporated  for loya l re fu g ees  and freed m e n . 1% 

The m in ority  m ain tained  that it had been  the intent of the law  to aid

^ ° % id . ,  p . 21. 

lO^lbid. , p . 27. 

lOSibid.

106iU .S . Statu tes at L arge, XIV, 1867, p. 545.
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only in stitutions which a lready ex iste d  at the tim e the appropriation  

had been m ade, and that institution s aided should have been  

incorporated  for the education of "loyal re fu g ees  and freed m en , " 

but that Howard U n iversity  m et neither of th ese  requ irem en ts.

The m in ority  report offered  ev idence to support its  opinion  

that G eneral Howard was gu ilty  of each  of the ch arges p referr ed , 

and recom m ended  that a copy of the testim on y  be forw arded to the 

S ecr eta r y  of War with d irec tio n s that a co u rt-m a r tia l be ordered  

for G eneral H oward's tr ia l upon the ch a rg e s, but although the 

m in ority  report w as printed , no action  w as taken on its re co m 

m endations.

During 1971 and 1872, the work of the B ureau w as confined  

to the co llec tio n  and paym ent of rew ards and other m oney due b lack  

so ld ier s  and the su p erv is ion  of the F re ed m e n 's  H ospital in 

W ashington. Som e a d v isory  aid w as g iven  educational work.

By M arch, 1872, the operations of the B ureau w e re  a lm o st com 

p le te ly  suspended; very  n ea rly  the en tire fo r ce  of c lerk s and agents  

w as d ischarged , lo c a l o ff ic es  w e re  c lo sed , and paym ents of rew ards 

and other m oney v irtu a lly  ce a sed .

107H ouse R e p o r ts , No. 121, 4 1 st C o n g re ss, 2nd S e ss io n ,
p. 29.

108H ouse E xecu tive D ocum en ts, No. 10, 43rd C on gress, 
1st S e ss io n , p. 3.

109lbid.
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G eneral Howard had continued to req u est an appropriation  to 

enable h im  to com plete the re co r d s of the Bureau and p rep are them  

fo r  tr a n sfer , but in as m uch as it  w as planned to p lace  the Bureau  

a ffa irs  under the d ir ec t control of the S ecr eta r y  of W ar, the 

S ecr eta r y  did not endorse G eneral H oward's re q u est . He p referred  

that the tr a n sfer  be m ade im m edia te ly .

On M arch 7, 1872, G eneral Howard was sen t to A r izona on 

a p eace m is s io n  to the Indians th ere . On June 10, w h ile he w as  

s t i l l  away from  W ashington, the C ivil E xpenses A llo tm ent A ct of the 

War D epartm ent w as p a sse d , including an appropriation  for the 

F re ed m e n 's  Bureau m ade on the condition  that the Bureau be 

term in ated  on June 30, and the b u sin ess  of bounty paym ents a s  w e ll 

as the records and equipm ent of the Bureau be tr a n sferr ed  to the 

War D epartm ent.

In seek in g  to understand and to evaluate the educational 

in fluence of the a c t iv it ie s  of the F reed m en 's  B ureau, con sideration  

m u st be given  the in terp lay  of varied  so c ia l and econom ic in flu en ces. 

R econ stru ction  m eant a redefin ition  of the status of econom ic , so c ia l 

and ra c ia l groupings in the South. The future of in stitu tion s depended  

upon the re la tiv e  in flu en ces of m any elem en ts involved  in this  

redefin ition .

^^°Howard, op. c it . , p. 446.
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The s ig n ifica n t so c ia l  groupings and fo r c e s  involved  included  

the native slavehold ing  and n on-slavehold in g  w hite population and 

the b lack  population, fr e e  and fr eed . The F ed er a l A rm y and the 

F re ed m e n 's  B ureau, two in terr e la te d  so c io -p o lit ic a l  en tities  

rep resen tin g  so c ia l fo r c e s  from  the North w e re  introduced as a 

r e su lt  of the W ar.

Many of the native w h ites ca r r ied  over  a fe e lin g  of p ro te c tiv e  

su p e r io r ity  tow ard the b lack  m an. A num ber of p lan ters , su re  of 

th em se lv es  and of th eir  a b ility  to control b lacks had advocated  

lim ited  su ffrage and education  at public exp en se as long as it  w as 

b eliev ed  that the education of the black  m an could be con tro lled  and 

d irected  in favor of the m ain tenance of ce rta in  so c ia l and econom ic  

r e la tio n sh ip s. T his group co n sid ered  the b lack  m an ungrateful and 

d islo y a l when he turned to N orthern  so ld ier s  as fr iend s as 

p ro te c to r s .

The second  e lem en t w as the group of n on-slavehold in g  

w hite people. F o r  the f ir s t  few  y ea r s after the C ivil W ar, m any  

in te r e sts  of th is c la s s  w e r e  a lso  the in te r e sts  of b lacks. Som e  

elem en ts  in this c la s s  w e re  w illin g  to accord  ex ten sion s of p o litic a l  

righ ts and p r iv ile g e s  in to lerab le  to the m ore co n ser v a tiv e  c la s s  of
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fo r m er  s la v eh o ld er s . In the beginning, the is s u e  was co n ser v a tism  

v e r su s  ra d ica lism  not w h ite aga in st black, y et the d is lik e  of having  

anything lik e  so c ia l equality with the b lack thrust upon them  w as 

a lw ays p r e s e n t - -a  fe e lin g  w hich  la ter  developed  or m ay have been  

p rom oted  into r a c ia l antagon ism .

The p o sition  of the b lack  man in the dram a has re ce iv e d

variou s in terp retation s in accordance with conflicting  th eo r ie s  of

ra c ia l d if fer en ce s . D uB ois says;

An ind iv idual's es t im a te  of the events of recon stru ction  
depends on w hether he b e lie v e s  that the b lack  m an in 
A m erics  and in gen era l is  an average and ord inary  human 
being who under g iven  environm ent d evelops like  other  
human b ein g s, or reg a rd s him  as a d ist in c tly  in fer ior  
creation  who can n ever  take part in m odern c iv iliza tio n  
and w h ose em ancipation  and en franchisem en t w ere  
g estu r es  aga inst nature. ^

The F re ed m e n 's  B ureau  proposed  lea d ersh ip  tow ard two 

g o a ls --e c o n o m ic  sec u r ity  and integration  into the so c ia l o rd er w ith  

the sa m e com parative standing of the w h ites . The idea of econom ic  

independence w ith "forty a c r e s  and a m u le , " or the equ ivalent, was  

the f ir s t  im portant d riv e  as fa r  as lea d er s  w e re  concerned . Som e  

Republicans supported th is goal as an e x p re ssio n  of an apparently

 ̂ E. B. D u B ois, B lack R econstruction  (New York:
H arcourt, B ra ce  and Co. , 1935), p. i.
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genuine in te r e s t  in the econom ic rehab ilitation  of freed m en . Others 

see m ed  to prom ote it in a sp ir it  of v in d ictiv e n e ss  or as a bait for  

party support. But soon the p o ssib ility  of land ow nership  for any but 

a v ery  fortunate few  began to fade and education  i ts e l f  b eca m e the  

sym b olic goal.

B lacks th em se lv es  sought education as a  safeguard  aga inst a 

return of s la v e r y , seem in g  to b e lie v e  that educated m en a re  ra r e ly  

s la v e s  and that only educated  m en  are  fr e e .  T here had been  adult 

education , both fo r m a l and inform al fo r  a few  b lacks during s la v ery , 

h ow ever, the m a jo rity  had been  denied  a c c e s s  to book know ledge.

A t the sam e tim e  the p ra ctic a l value of being ab le to read  and w rite  

had been  continually  dem on strated  by th ose  s la v e s  who had learned  

to ca lcu la te  or to keep  accounts fo r  th eir m a s te r s , and in som e  

in stan ces  even  to fo r g e  p a sse s  w hich a llow ed  them  to rem ain  out of 

quarters a fter  cu rfew . M oreover , acquaintance with G reek and 

L atin, sym b ols  of le is u r e  and refinem ent am ong w hite peop le  

see m ed  p a rticu la r ly  d es ira b le  g o a ls . Thus when em ancipation  

b ecam e an acco m p lish ed  fa c t , the freed m en  evinced  a g en era l 

d e s ir e  to obtain an education . The F re ed m e n 's  B ureau w as launched  

a s a hum anitarian  a c t to fa c ilita te  the e ffo rt by b lacks to gain total 

freed om .



F reed m en 's  Bank 

The F reed m en 's  Bank and T ru st Company, ch artered  by 

C ongress on M arch 3, 1865, w as from  a white stim u lus to black  

b u sin ess  activ ity . The A ct of C ongress creatin g  the Bank was 

signed  by P re s id e n t L incoln  on the sam e day on which he signed  the 

A c t crea tin g  the F reed m en 's  Bureau.

The hope of everyon e, th erefo re , see m ed  to cen ter in the 

F re ed m e n 's  Savings Bank. To th is institution  the black so ld ier s  

fr e sh  from  the fie ld  of b attle, the fa r m er , the day la b o r er , and the 

w asherw om an , a ll a like brought th eir earnings and deposited  them  

in the F reed m en 's  Bank. So g re a t w as the black  m an's w ish  to 

sa v e , that the dep osits in the F re ed m e n 's  Bank in c re a se d  from  

th ree hundred thousand d o llars in  1866, to th irty -on e m illio n  d ollars  

in 1872, and fifty -f iv e  m illio n  d o llars in 1874.

The Bank aim ed  to tra in  black b u sin ess  m en  and to encourage  

blacks in the acq u isition  of p roperty . B etw een  1866 and 1871 a total 

of th irty -fou r branches w e re  esta b lish ed . T hirty-tw o of them  w e re  

in Southern S ta tes.

^l^Abram  L. H a rr is , The N egro as C ap ita list (Philadelphia: 
The A m erican  A cadem y of P o lit ic a l and Socia l S cien ce , 1936), p. 29.

^I'^William W ells Brown, My Southern Home: The South and 
Its P eo p le  (Boston: A . G. Brown and Co. , 1880), p. 199.

ll^H arris, op. cit.
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The s p e c if ic  c ir cu m sta n ces that led  to the organ ization  of 

the F re ed m e n 's  Bank w as the esta b lish m en t of m ilita r y  banks as  

d ep o sito ries  fo r  the sav ings of b lack  so ld ie r s  and fr e e  la b o r e r s . 

B lacks did not occupy p osition s of authority in the bank until around  

1870, In Richm ond and N orfolk, V irg in ia , as w e ll as W ashington,

D, C. , black b u sin ess  m en  and prop erty  h o ld ers w e re  m em b ers of 

the ad v isory  cou n cils and boards of tr u s te e s . Many w e re  a lso  

em ployed as c le r k s , t e lle r s  and bookkeepers at the C entral O ffice  

and at the num erous b ran ch es. They w ere a lso  being trained  to take 

over the bank eventually . A s a r e su lt  of this train ing th ere  w as  

built up a n ucleus of b lacks with b u s in ess  ta len t. ^ 7  G eneral O liver  

Howard once re fer re d  to the F re ed m e n 's  Bank as the "best adult 

educational institution" he knew. Many thousand b lacks learned  the 

habits of thrift. ^18

L ega lly  the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau and the F re ed m e n 's  Bank 

w e re sep arate  in stitu tio n s. H ow ever, John W. A lvord , f ir s t  

se c r e ta r y  and la te r  p resid en t of the Bank, w as a lso  Superintendent 

of Schools in the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau . A C ongregational m in is te r

^^^Ibid. , p. 26.

^^^ Ib id ., p. 45.

^W alter L. F lem in g , "The F re ed m e n 's  Savings Bank, " 
Y ale R ev iew , V ol. 15 (M ay, 1906), pp. 4 0 -6 7 .
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and outspoken p roh ib ition ist, he strong ly  appealed  to O liver Howard, 

He u sed  each  of h is o ff ices  to help the other , and Howard was glad  

to support him  in both h is  ca p a c itie s .

At A lvord 's su g g estio n , Howard h ea rtily  recom m ended  the 

bank to h is subordinates in the F re ed m e n 's  Bureau, In ev ery  

d ep o sito r 's  passbook  w as printed  Howard's en d orsem en t of the Bank 

and h is "w elcom e" to it  as "an au x iliary  to the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau , " 

To m o st b lacks th is s ig n ified  that the Bank w as connected  w ith the 

B ureau, that i s ,  that it had the G overnm ent's fin ancia l support.

That idea w as enhanced when sev e ra l a s s is ta n t co m m iss io n er s  

recom m ended  the Bank to freed m en  as a sa fe  p lace  to d ep o sit th eir  

m oney, and o rd ered  lo c a l agents to encourage b lacks to put th eir  

sav ings in the Bank, Orlando Brown even sen t two of h is 

a ss is ta n ts  to find black  reg im en ts  to se c u r e  for  the Bank as m any  

d ep osits as p o ssib le  from  the final pay of the s o ld ie r s , and B ureau  

agents so m e tim es  ask ed  arm y p aym asters  to encourage d ep ositin g , ^^0

The F re ed m e n 's  B ureau  a lso  helped  the Bank by furn ish ing  

it  with o ff ice  sp a ce , both in W ashington and in the Southern c it ie s

^^9-Walter F lem in g , The F re ed m e n 's  Savings Bank (N, C, : 
U n iversity  of N orth C arolina P r e s s ,  1927), p, 48,

^^®Brown to A lvord , M arch 1, 1867, in B ureau R e c o r d s , 
Education D iv is io n , P ap ers re la ting  to E ducation,
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w h ere it  had b ran ch es. Both Howard and som e of h is  a s s is ta n t  

co m m iss io n e r s  gave sa la r ied  B ureau p o sition s to Bank o ff ic e r s .

Thus the Bureau reduced  the Bank's operating c o s t s , but in doing so  

it helped  the Bank to expand when retrenchm en t would have been  

sounder p o lic y . By the tim e the B ureau w as withdrawn from  the 

South, the Bank w as su ffering  fin ancia l em b a rra ssm en t, and in 1874, 

it  co lla p se d  co m p lete ly . It has been  a s se r te d  that it s  fa ilu r e  was 

due partly  to the gen era l b u sin ess  d ep ress io n , how ever, it appears  

that the re a l cau se  of the Bank's d ifficu lty  w as lo o s e  m anagem ent it  

had su ffered  and the in tim ate b u sin ess  connection  betw een som e of 

its  lead ing o ff ic ia ls  and the infam ous D is tr ic t  of Colum bia govern 

m ent " r in g " .122

M eanw hile, the operation  of the law  requ iring a ll m onetary  

rew ards for b lack so ld ie r s  to be paid d ir ec tly  by F re ed m e n 's  Bureau  

agents had not ended the cheating of b lack vetera n s. G enerally  the 

cla im  agent took ca re  not to v io la te  the law , but s t i l l  they  

w e re ab le to tr ick  fr eed m en  into p rom ising  lu c ra tiv e  fe e s  for  

"expediting" th eir c la im s . B lacks frequently  r e ce iv e d  th eir  m oney

12lH ow ard to W. A . Booth, F eb ru ary  4, 1867, in Bureau  
R e co rd s, Education  D iv is io n , P a p ers re la ting  to Education.

122H ouse R e p o r ts , 44th C on gress, 1st S essio n , No. 502, 
S er ia l 1710.
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in the o ffice  of a B ureau agent, only to tr a n sfer  m uch of it  to som e  

charlatan  w aiting ou tside the door. To guard aga in st su ch  p r a c t ic e s , 

Howard ordered  the lo c a l agents to deduct from  the rew ard  paym ent 

any leg a l fe e s  due to a c la im  agent or attorney, pay it to h im , then  

give the balance to the b lack  m an with sp e c if ic  ad v ice  not to pay any 

m ore to the law yer.

L ater Howard a lso  requ ired  the agent to help  the veteran  con

v ert h is check  into cu rren cy , "and not lea v e  h im  to do it  h im se lf, 

and thus put him  in the pow er of sh arp ers and unprincipled  m en, "123 

O ccasion a lly , B ureau agents and a s s is ta n t co m m iss io n er s  a ctiv e ly  

sought to aid  black v eteran s by publish ing in new spapers the nam es 

of m en to whom  m oney w as due, A lvord  wanted to try  to p rotect the 

black v eteran s from  ch eats by having th eir  pension  and rew ard  

m oney deposited  in the F re ed m e n 's  Bank, but th ere  w as no lega l 

p rov is ion  for that, and it n ev er  w as done. He did su cce ed  in getting  

howard to appoint s e v e r a l of the Bank's c a sh ie r s  B ureau agents fo r  

the paym ent of rew ard s, and they probably persuaded  m any of the 

freed m en  to d ep osit th eir  m on ey. In view  of the Bank's la te r

12 3 w h ittlesey  to H orace M o rris , June 1, 1869, in B ureau  
R eco rd s, L etter  sen t, 5:413,
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c a r e e r , th is w as only robbing P e te r  the c la im  agent to pay Paul 

the sp ecu la tor  in D is tr ic t  of Colum bia re a l esta te .

The f ir s t  announcem ent of the c lo sin g  of the F reed m en 's  

Savings Bank had a p aralyzin g  e ffec t upon the b lacks everyw h ere. 

Many who had purchased  sm a ll fa r m s, or dw ellings in c itie s  and 

tow ns, and had paid part of the purchase m oney, now becam e  

d iscouraged , su rrend ered  th eir  c la im s , gave up the land s, and went 

about as if  every  hope w as lo s t . It was th eir  f ir s t  and th eir la s t  

d ealings with a bank during th is period . The fa ilu r e  of the 

F re ed m e n 's  Savings Bank w as a national ca lam ity .

In M arch, 1874, F re d e r ick  D ouglass was preva iled  upon to 

a ssu m e the p resid en cy , w ith  the idea that h is influence and p restig e  

w ould r e s to r e  con fid en ce, but it w as too la te  as the bank was a lready  

in so lv en t. Not sa tis f ie d  with robbing the deluded b lack  peop le out of 

the bulk of th eir  hard earn in gs, co m m iss io n er s  w e re  appointed soon  

a fter the fa ilu r e , with "appropriate" s a la r ie s , to look  after the 

in te r e s t  of the d ep o s ito rs , and th ese  le e c h e s  ate up the rem aind er. 125 

W hether tru ly  or fa ls e ly , the freed m en  w e re led  to b e liev e  that the

124_Alvord to Howard, January 22, 1870, in John W. A lvord , 
L e tte r s  from  the South R elating  to the F reed m en  (W ashington,
D. G .: 1870), p. 27.

l^^Brow n, op. c it . , p. 199.
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United S tates Governm ent w as r e sp o n sib le  to them  for  the return  

of their m oney with in te r e st . Common ju stic e  would se e m  to have 

ca ll for  som e action  in the m a tter . No such  action  took p lace.

The m o st s ign ifican t outcom es of the F re ed m e n 's  Bank 

venture w as the developm ent of a nucleus of b lacks with b u sin ess  

sk il ls  and the d e s ir e  by b lacks to d eterm in e th eir  own destin y . 

Within a decade and a half a fter  the fa ilu r e  of the F re ed m e n 's  Bank, 

black lead ersh ip  was a s se r te d  in the organ ization  of fra terna l  

in su ran ce so c ie t ie s  and banks owned and m anaged by b la c k s.



CHAPTER VI

INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION

Only a few  A frican s introduced to the A m erican  co lon ies  

re ce iv e d  instru ction  in the sk illed  cra fts p rior to the 1720s.

H ow ever, so m e advances w e re  m ade th er ea fter . 1

With the growth of la rg e  plantations after 1800, the in c r e a s 

ing d iv is io n  and sp ec ia liza tio n  of labor b ecam e both fe a s ib le  and 

d e s ir a b le  in the South. B eca u se  of econom ic n e c e s s ity , increasin g  

num bers of s la v e  h o ld ers dropped or ignored  id e o lo g ic a l injunctions 

prohib iting the u se  of bondsm en in sk ill tra d es. T his w as p articu 

la r ly  true in extended econom ic units, in urban ce n ters  and the upper 

South. A s a r e su lt , b lacks tended to m on op olize a num ber of cra fts  

and tr a d e s , e sp e c ia lly  th ose re la ted  to a g ric u ltu re  and con struction . ^

^Marcus W ilson  Jernegan, Laboring and Dependent C la sses  
in C olonial A m erica , 1607-1783 (Chicago: U n iversity  of Chicago 
P r e s s ,  1931), p. 11.

^Kenneth M. Stam pp, The P ec u lia r  Institution, S lavery  in 
the A n te -B e llu m  South (N ew York: A lfred  A . Knopf, 1956), p. 31;
E . F ran k lin  F r a z ie r , The N egro in the United S tates (New York; 
The M acm illan  C o ., 1957), p. 175; C harles H. W esley , N egro  
Labor in the United S tates (New York: Vanguard P r e s s ,  1927), 
P a s s im .
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O n-the-job  train ing program s developed  w ith in  the form al 

s tru ctu re  in re sp o n se  to the r is e  in dem and fo r  and to the h igher  

p r ic e s  e lic ite d  in the m a r k e ts  w here trained  s la v e s  w e re  auctioned. 

Many car p e n ters , w e a v e r s , and s e a m s tr e s se s  em erged  from  th ese  

train ing e x p e r ie n c e s .

The inc lin ation  of certa in  ow ners to respond  to the sh eer  

ch allen ge offered  by a s la v e 's  b rightness of m ind and g ift of talents  

gave added im petus to the invasion  of the p lantation so c ie ty  by 

sen tim e n ta lism . Many m a s te r s  p laced  such  s la v e s  under the  

tu te lage of m a ste r  cra ftsm en .

It w as not long b efore the grow ing num ber of h igh ly trained  

s la v e s  b ecam e redundant, exceeding the cap acity  of m any ow ners to 

involve them  in th eir  productive en te rp r ise . C onsequently, th ese  

black  m en w e re  often  m ain tained  as status sym b ols fo r  their ow ners, 

who frequently  found it n e c e s sa r y  to p rovide so m e m eans of holding  

and supporting them . Out of the p r e ssu r e  of c ir cu m sta n ces  cam e a 

p olicy  of "hiring out" s la v e s  to em ployers who needed  them .

B lacks who a ch ieved  sk illed  status p erform ed  a v a rie ty  of 

occupations.  ̂ They enjoyed, a num ber of econom ic and so c ia l  

p rer o g a tiv es  not u su a lly  open to s la v es; had r e la tiv e ly  g re a ter

^Gunnar M yrdal, et. a l . , An A m erican  D ilem m a; The N egro  
P ro b lem  in M odern D em ocracy  (New York: H arper & B ro th er s , 
1944). p. 280.
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p hysica l freedom ; and did not appear to be as d em ora lized  as their

unskilled contem poraries. 4 The development of slaves in skilled

occupations was of d ir ec t and extended ben efit to s la v e  h o ld ers and

w as u sually  p erceiv ed  as a  threat to the econom ic and so c ia l status

of w hite a r t isa n s . 5 The form ation  of th is occupational group was

re sp o n sib le  in g reat part for the la ter  pattern  of near ex c lu sio n  of

b lacks from  sk illed  occupations. Thus in urban ce n ters  such  as

New O rlean s, the h isto ria n  C harles B . R ousseau^ ob served  in

The N egro in L ou isiana:

The N egro who in an te-be llu m  days p erform ed  a ll types 
of labor, sk illed  and u nsk illed , found h im se lf  gradually  
a lm o st e lim inated  from  the various tr a d e s . Unioni
zation  in the South often led  to the redesign ation  of 'black 
jobs' as 'white m an 's w ork, ' and even  excluding b lacks  
from  en tire in d u str ies . On the other hand, the num ber 
of b lacks deployed  in this m anner in the p r e -C iv il War 
South was re la tiv e ly  sm a ll. The m ajority  of b la ck s, 
s la v e  or fr e e , w e re  not trained  in cra ft sk il ls .

In the North, b lacks w ere  g en er a lly  excluded  from  sk ill-  

craft jobs by em p lo y er s , u sually  at the b eh est of w hite a r t isa n s . 

T his w as due, in turn, to the fea r  on the part of w hite cra ftsm en

4 e . Frank lin  F r a z ie r , B lack  B ourgeois: The R ise  of a New  
M iddle C lass in the U .S . (Glenco: The F r e e  P r e s s ,  1957), p. 13.

SM yrdal, op. c it . , p. 73.

^The exact proportion  of black cra ftsm en  to black  population, 
s la v e s  or fr e e  is  unknown.
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of being d isp laced  from  th eir occupations by o th erw ise unfree labor. ? 

A s a conseq u en ce, blacks w e re  not allow ed  to com pete for  such  

em ploym ent, the in terd ict becom ing m ore pronounced with the 

form ation  of cra ft unions, ®

In the South education through the ap pren ticesh ip  approach  

w as not frow ned upon as w e r e  the m ore d eliberate  attem pts to teach  

reading and w ritin g  to b la c k s. In the C onfederacy, as it had been  

in the South for m any d ecad es, it w as against the law to teach  the 

black  m an, w hether ch ild , fr e e  b lack, m ulatto or adult, to read , 

w r ite  and to ca lc u la te . The law s had been in effec t s in c e  the ea r ly  

decades of the century  w hen, at the tim e of D enm ark V e sse y  and 

Nat T urner s la v e  u p r is in g s, the sta tes  had p a sse d  a flu rry  of 

h a rsh ly  r e s tr ic t iv e  law s regarding the education of s la v es; in 1831, 

North C arolina, ev idently  rem em bering Nat T urner's re lig io u s  

train ing by a p reach er had p resc r ib e d  the teach ing of s la v e s  to

7 Chari es L ionel Frank lin , The N egro Labor U nionist of 
New York (New York: Colum bia U n iversity  P r e s s ,  1936), pp. 18- 
2 0 .

^Franklin, op. c it . , pp. 7 1 -77 .
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preach . V irgin ia did not p erm it the teaching of reading and w riting , 

nor did A labam a and South C arolina. 9

During the W ar, h ow ever, and for m any y ea r s  b efo r e , s la v e  

ow ners and others as w e ll, had winked at the le tte r  of the law. As 

a consequence a num ber of s la v e s  had becom e lite r a te , in se v e r a l  

w ays. T hese b ecam e educated, further, to variou s sk ills  by m eans  

of apprenticesh ip  on -th e-job  techniques in governm ent fa c to r ie s ,  

cotton m il ls ,  fo r g e s , fou n dries, fo r tifica tio n s , iron  m in es, 

sa ltp eter  c a v e s , and in other tr a d e s, and m echanic a r ts .

Y et, one thought rem ained param ount in the m inds of all 

S outherners; the ev e r -p r e se n t threat of s e r v ile  re b e llio n . The 

T u r n e r -V e sse y  revo lts  had proved to m any Southerners that the 

black  man rem ained  constantly a le r t  to the p o ssib ility  of total 

freed om .

It did not escap e the view  of so m e thoughtful p erson s in 
the South that train ing the black  s la v e  as an a rtisa n  and 
a m echanic was u tterly  unfitting h im  for s la v e r y  . . .
In urban and ru ra l com m unities w e re  s la v e r y  ex iste d .

9Edgar W. Knight, et a l . , E ducational T h eories  and 
P r a c t ic e s , Vol. 5 of A D ocum entary H istory  of E ducation in the 
South B efore  I860 (Chapel Hill: U n iv ersity  of N orth C arolina P r e s s ,  
1949), pp. 474-476 .



the s la v e  m ech an ics w ere  the lea d er s  in b lack l i fe  . . .
Training in the m ech anic arts  taught them  to think and 
to depend upon th eir own r e so u r c e s .

So the Southerner w as p laced  in an anom alous position  by h is  

environm ent. He was fo r ced  to tra in  b lacks to th eir ta sk s , if  he  

d e s ir e d  any s iz e a b le  quantity of sk illed  or s e m i- s k il le d  work to be 

perform ed; and at the sa m e tim e , he did not want the black m an to 

b ecom e too sk illed  or too learned , le s t  he becom e too aw are, or 

endowed with lea d er sh ip .

A rkansas law  p rovided, in the R e v ise d  Statute of F eb ru ary  

23, 1839 for  the binding out of fr e e  b lacks and m u la tto e s . H  The 

A rkan sas law  rela ting  to black a p pren ticesh ip  sp e lle d  out ca r efu lly  

a prohib ition  ag a in st the teaching of reading and w ritin g  to black  

people:

In l ie u  of education  the m a ster  of any fr e e  black  
ap pren tice, sh a ll be requ ired  to g iv e  any m ale  fr e e  black  
apprentice, on h is arr iv in g  at the age of tw enty-one  
y e a r s , the sum  of $150, and to any fe m a le  ap pren tice, 
the fo llow ing p roperty , or the value th ere of in m oney, 
v iz . , one bed , to be worth $12, and one su ite  of clothes  
to be w orth  $15; to be paid when sa id  ap pren tice sh a ll 
a r r iv e  at the age of e igh teen  y e a r s .

l^ C h arles H. W esley , N egro Labor in the U nited S ta te s , 
1850-1925 (New York: Vanguard P r e s s ,  1927), pp. 2 1 -2 2 .

^ Ijo sia h  Gould, A D ig est of the Statutes of A rkansas (L ittle  
Rock: Johnson and Y e rk es, S tate P r in te r s , 1858), p . 150.

^̂ Ibid. , p. 557.
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During the C ivil War the plantation sy ste m  tended to break  

down slow ly  as in c re a sin g  num bers of m a s te r s , ow ners, and o v er

s e e r s  w ent to w ar. M ore and m ore w hite w om en, and ch ildren  began  

to work the fie ld s , letting  the black cr ew s a ssu m e the resp o n s ib ility  

fo r  h ea v ier  work. L ater , the m ore faithfu l, dependable b lacks, 

ch osen  for th eir p ast lo y a lt ie s  and d egree  of tra in ing  w ere  allow ed  

to a c t as o v e r se e r s  and forem en .

In crea sin g ly , b lacks cam e to be trained  and h ired  out 

re luctantly  as la b o r er s  for  the m ilitary; cooks, w agon ers, team 

s te r s ,  am bulance d r iv e r s , s tr e tc h e r  b ea re rs , and hospital attendants. 

They played  th eir ro le s  b esid e  their w h ite counterparts on the 

b a ttle f ie ld s , y e t not without co n siderab le objection from  w hite  

hosp ita l p erson n el.

A p p ren tice -tra in ed  b lacks w ere  u tilized  in great num bers  

by the ra ilroad , not only to rep a ir  b rid ges, track , and ra ilb ed s, 

but in the se m i- s k i l le d  and sk ille d  occupations as w e ll. T here w e re  

black  brakem en, conductors, and engineers during the C iv il War 

but th eir  " traces van ished  lik e  the sm oke of the tra in s they rode  

after  the W a r .

^^Robert C. B lack , The R ailroad  of the C onfederacy (Chapel 
Hill: U n iversity  of North C arolina P r e s s ,  1952), pp. 3 0 -31 .
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S laves w e re  a lso  trained  for jobs in the m anufacture of 

gunpowder, r i f le s ,  and heavy ordnance. Of the 400 w orkm en at the 

N aval Gun W orks in Salem , A labam a, during the la s t  m onths of the 

C onfederacy, 310 w e re  b lacks; and in S eptem ber, 1864, the iron  

m in es in the C onfederate States E a st of the M iss is s ip p i w ere  

operated  by 4 , 301 b lacks and 2, 518 w h ites . B lacks w e re  used  to 

con struct m ilita r y  fo r ts  such  as F o r ts  H enry, D onelson  and W agner; 

to e r e c t  r iv e r  obstructions; and to build g u n site s . 15

In creased  u sage of black labor by the ra ilroad s and in 

governm ent m anufacturing plants w as m atched by a grow ing u se  of 

black  know-how and m u sc le  in C onfederate c iv ilia n  in d u str ies . 

D uring the ear ly  m onths of sum m er and the fa ll of 1861, when e a r ly  

C onfederate v ic to r ie s  had brought a heady se n se  of independence to 

the South, sm a ll in d u str ies  began to e sta b lish  th em se lv es  in towns 

and c it ie s  throughout the eleven  C onfederate S ta te s .

A s the need  r o se  for sk illed  w orkers to re p la c e  those who 

had volunteered  or had been  con scr ip ted , the needs for apprentice  

train ing r o se  a lso . In the cotton m il ls ,  the fo r e m o st m anufacturing  

industry  of the w artim e C onfederacy, train ing needs and p erson n el

I'^B. Irvin  W iley, Southern N e g ro es, 1861-1865 (New Haven: 
Y ale U n iversity  P r e s s ,  1938), p. 113.
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needs w e re  a n sw ered  through the apprentice tra in ing , or the on -th e-  

job tra in ing  of black s la v e s  w holly  owned by the com pany. At the 

Saluda M anufacturing Company in C olum bia, South C arolina, during 

the C ivil W ar--an d  before  the W ar, as w e ll-s o m e  98 op erators w e re  

hired  and tra in ed  to operate sp in d les and lo o m s. A ll of the 

op erators w e re  s la v e s  b ecau se  the ow ners fe lt  that s la v e  labor w as  

ch eap er fo r  cotton  m anufacture than fr e e  w hite labor.

The a v erage m ain tenance co st of each s la v e  per y ea r , it w as

estim a ted  did not ex ceed  $75. The m anagem ent of the Saluda M ills

w as p le a sed  w ith  the perform ance of the new b lack  hands, none of

whom  had ev e r  see n  a cotton fa c to ry  before:

They w e re  put to w ork as new hands, re ce iv in g  no 
g re a ter  fa c il it ie s  for  learn in g  and perform in g their  
d uties, than is  a lw ays a llow ed  to such  hands; and I 
have n ev er  se e n  an equal num ber of en tire ly  new 
hands becom e e f fic ien t op eratives in le s s  tim e .

The m anager of the con cern  before  the w ar and during the  

str u g g le , J . G roves, w as of the philosoph ical notion, and in a report  

to the lo c a l new spaper, he s e t  down som e in trosp ective  ob servation s  

of ind u stria l learn in g , tra in ing , and the cogn itive capacity  of black

f^R ichard W. G riffin , "The Saluda M anufacturing Company, 
1832-1865 , " Cotton H istory  R ev iew , 2 , O ctober, 1961, p. 235.

Colum bia, South C arolina, D aily  T elegraph , M ay 23, 1849.



It is  true that it  requ ires sk ill and in te llig e n c e  to 
m anage cotton  m achin ery  to advantage; so  it requ ires  
sk ill and in te llig e n c e  to m anage a farm  or p lantation  
to advantage. It does not fo llow , that b ecau se  the  
person  who w orks with the hoe, does not understand  
why one kind of com post is  put in one p lace  and a d iffer
ent kind in another, that th erefore he cannot do ju stic e  
to the p lants w ith  h is  h o e--n e ith e r  does it  fo llow , that 
becau se  the op erative  is  not v ersed  in the s c ie n c e s  in 
the m ech anic a r t s , that th erefore he cannot be effic ien t  
at the sp inning fra m e or the loom , as an op erative .

1 know v er y  w e ll, that in the se lec tio n  of hands for  the 
m ills  at the North, p referen ce is alw ays given  to those  
who have enjoyed  the advantages of in te llectu a l culture; 
the en tire  w ant of which would be co n sidered  a lm o st  
su ffic ien t to  d isq u a lify  the applicant fo r  any s e r v ic e  in  
the m ill . But what d efic ien cy  denotes in the w hite  
population of M a ssa c h u setts , is  an index to a v er y  
differen t sta te  of things from  that which the sam e  
d efic ie n c y  denotes in  South C arolina.

In the fo r m er  sta te , there is  a school brought w ithin  
reach  of ev e ry  m an 's door, and he is  p erm itted , nay 
entreated , to send h is  ch ildren  to sch oo l and to have  
them  educated  'without m oney and w ithout p r ice . ' If 
th er efo r e , such  opportunities are allow ed  to p ass  
unim proved, it  is  not d ifficu lt to d ivine in habits such  
person s m u st have been  d r ille d . The sa m e d efic ien cy  
in ten tionally  am ong b lack s, bear no such evid en ce of 
indolence and r e c k le s s n e s s  of valuable acq u isition  to 
w hich they a re  n e c e s s a r ily  re s tr ic ted , their im ita tive  
fa c u ltie s  b ecom e tra ined  and obedient to the w ill, so  
that w hatever they s e e  done they are v er y  quick in  
learning to do, w ithout entering into any p h ilosoph ical 
inquiry as to  the m ethod of doing it.

Our carding and spinning room s are fu rn ished  w ith  
black hands a lm o st en tire ly , and they p erform  th eir  duties  
as prom ptly and as w e ll as any hands 1 have ev er  see n .

ISC olum bia, South C arolina, D aily T elegraph , May 23,
1849.
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Throughout the South, s la v es  w ere tra ined  and em ployed .

A t the A rcad ia , F lo rid a , cotton m ills  w here 5, 000 p ie c e s  of cloth  

w e r e  turned out w eek ly , and at other cotton fa c to r ie s  in G reen v ille , 

M iss is s ip p i and S co ttsv ille , A labam a. ^9

A second  industry of im portance in the South w as the m anu

fa c tu re  of chew ing tobacco. S laves w ere  em ployed  w id ely  in chew ing  

tobacco  fa c to r ie s  in Lynchburg, D an v ille , P eter sb u rg , and C asw ell 

County, North C arolina. H alf of the 50 to 150 s la v e s  in each of the 

fa c to r ie s  w ere  w holly owned, the others w ere  h ired  from  their  

ow ners at annual ra tes of $100 to $200, with food, board and m ed ica l 

c a r e . In th ese  p r o ce ssin g  plants s la v es  w ere  tra ined  as " tw ister s , " 

" stam m ers"  and "dippers, " and in other job s.

A v ita lly  im portant w artim e in d u stry --fr o m  it cam e the 

to r p e d o e s, su bm arines, p lates for ironclad  v e s s e ls ,  p ro p eller  

sh a fts , cannon, fie ld  p ie c e s , ra ilro a d  iron , and sp ik e s - -w a s  the 

C onfederate iron  m anufacturing industry in the C onfederacy's 

la r g e s t  ind u stria l cen ter , Richm ond. Richmond offered  an ex c e llen t  

lo ca tio n  fo r  the T redegar Iron W orks, the B e lle  Island N ail W orks, 

the Richm ond A rm ory, and la ter  for the C onfederate S tates

1 9 w e s le y , op. c it . , p. 15.

^^Clem ent Eaton, A H istory  of the Old South (N ew York: 
M acm illan  Co. , 1966), p. 429 .
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L aboratory  b eca u se  coa l su pp lies w ere c lo s e  at hand, and supp lies  

of su p erio r  iron  could be e a s ily  obtained from  the V a lley  of V irgin ia . 

The h ea rt of the Richm ond m anufacturing com plex  w as the spraw ling  

T red egar Iron W orks on the banks of the Jam es R iv er , H oused in a 

c lu s te r  of w ooden and b rick  build ings, the T red egar fa c to ry  was to 

b ecom e the m ain stay  of the C onfederacy's ordnance estab lishm en t 

under the d irec tion  of a Josep h  R ied  A nderson .

A t the outbreak of the W ar, the T red egar W orks, under 

A n d erson 's  d ir ec tio n , w as rap id ly  h iring and tra in ing  as m any black  

w o rk ers as it could  re cr u it fo r  its  fou n dr ies , puddling fu rn a ce s, 

r o llin g  m ills  and fo r g e s . A lthough half the labor fo r c e  at T redegar  

W orks w as a lrea d y  co m p r ise d  of s la v es  in variou s s ta g e s  of on -the- 

job tra in ing , A n derson  w as determ ined  to obtain oth ers from  

plantation  ow ners and "gang" lea d er s  at ra tes  ranging in I860 from  

$175 a year  and up. T hese  h ir ing  ra tes fo r  u nsk illed  b la c k s--w h en  

they could  be o b ta in e d --in c r e a se d  g reatly  during the four y ea r s  of 

the W ar, and A n derson  w as n ever  able to obtain enough b lack  labor 

to m e e t h is  in c re a sin g  dem ands. T hese b lack s la v e s  w e re  then 

taught the sk ills  of puddling and rolling  by other tr a in ee s  and white 

puddlers and r o l le r s ,  u su a lly  from  the N orthern  s ta te s . T hese  

la tte r  as had been  seen, continually  r e s is te d  and r e sen ted  the

2 1lbid. , p. 433.
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train ing routines in stitu ted  by A nderson, and the com petition  of

tra ined  and sk illed  black s la v e  labor in the T redegar W orks, The

resen tm en t of N orthern  and Southern w hite m ech an ics at T redegar

W orks over A n derson 's industria l train ing of b lack s la v e s  w as a

natural, a lm o st inevitab le outgrowth of the Southern cu ltural taboos

aga inst r a c ia l equality; h is u se  of apprentice train ing techniques

inev itab ly  p itted  the w hite sk illed  w orker against the black sk illed

w orker and u nsk illed  students. The com petitive  re la tionsh ip , both

p h ysica l and p sy ch o lo g ica l in nature, m u st have crea ted  tension

continuously ev e ry  hour of the w orking day during the W ar,

W ithout la rg e  num bers of black la b o r e r s , it is  d ifficu lt  
to s e e  how A nderson and h is  a s so c ia te s  could have 
m aintained  th eir ind u stria l em pire through four years  
of w ar. They held  key jobs in p ra ctic a lly  ev e ry  phase  
of the com pany's operation , from  the m ining of iron  
o re and coal to the final banding of the T redegar  
cannon. Industrial s la v e  labor w as ce rta in ly  one of 
the C onfederacy's ind ispensab le econom ic r e s o u r c e s .

The adult education activ ity  of the T red egar Iron W orks, 

under the su p e rv is io n  of Joseph Reid A nderson , included not only 

the e x ten siv e  a p pren ticesh ip  train ing p rogram , conducted on the 

job, but an o ff-h ours p rogram  that included a T redegar Reading

2 2 c h a r le s  B , Dew, Ironm aker to the C onfederacy (New  
Haven: Y ale U n iversity  P r e s s ,  1966), pp. 2 6 3-264 ,
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R oom for the m ech an ics and the T redegar d iv ision  of the Grand  

T em perance S o c ie ty  of V irg in ia , A nderson 's answ er to the Southern 

a lco h o lism  prob lem ,

D esp ite  the unusual scop e of h is train ing program  in May, 

1861, Joseph R eid A nderson  w as s t ill  in need of sk illed  fin ish e r s , 

m e c h in is ts , b la ck sm ith s, m o ld ers , ch ipp ers, f i le r s ,  v is e  and lathe  

hands, and b ra ss  m o ld ers . F o r  th ese  jobs he had at one tim e  

im ported  N ortherners and fo r eig n  im m igrants, but now, with the 

advent of the w ar , that supply had been cut off. In increasin g  

num bers the N orthern  m ech an ics d eser ted  the shops to return  hom e, 

and other sk illed  w orkers w ere  lured  from  the plant by the com peti

tive w ages of the A rm y and Navy ordnance shops located  in  

Richm ond.

A lthough he continued to e n list  in c re a se d  " c la sses"  of 

a p p ren tices , A n derson 's dem ands for s e m i- s k il le d  and sk illed  

la b o r er s  m ounted daily . Throughout the W ar, T redegar a d vertised  

fo r  b lack  la b o r er s  to train; but s la v e  ow ners fa iled  to respond  

b ecau se  they fe lt  th eir  w orkers would be i l l- tr e a te d , abused and 

underfed.

2 3lbid. , p. 314.

^^Kathleen B ru ce, "Econom ic F a cto rs  in the M anufacture of 
C onfederate O rdnance, " A rm y O rdnance, 6, 1925-1926, pp. 166-
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To add to an a lready  vexing problem  m any of the white  

m ech an ics w e re  continually ca lled  into the arm ed  fo r c e s; in this 

m anner A nderson  lo s t  h is b est cannon r if le r , and the en tire  staff 

of the b lacksm ith  shop, ten  in num ber, Though A nderson  w as  

aw are that it would be im p o ss ib le  to rep lace  the m en, th ere w as  

l i t t le  he could do. He w rote la rg e  num bers of le tte r s  to the se v e r a l 

Confederate bureaus, but to lit t le  avail.

The b e s t  ap pren ticesh ip  perform ance standards in the 

C onfederate South, as in m o st in stances of on -th e-job  tra in ing , 

a r o se  out of the ch a ra cters  and p erso n a lit ie s  of the tra in er  and the 

tr a in ee . If th ere  w ere  strength  of ch aracter , in tegrity , p urpose, 

and a ta len t fo r  teaching in the tutor, then the s tu d e n t--if  he had 

ch aracter  and purpose and w as w illin g  to ex e rt h im se lf and respond  

to the ch a llen ges offered  by h is te a ch er--m ig h t com e to p o s se s s  

sk ills  as a m u sic ia n , en g ineer , fa rm er , b lacksm ith , s e a m s tr e s s ,  or 

even a steam b oat p ilot.

C onflicting P h ilosop h ies  of B lack  Schools Founded  
A fter the C ivil War

D uring s la v e r y , b lacks r e ce iv e d  m o st of th eir ind u stria l 

train ing on the plantation  under the apprenticesh ip  sy ste m  w hich  w as

2 5 o ew , op. c it. , p. 92 .
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sep a ra te ly  fin anced , operated , and con trolled  by each  plantation  

ow ner. The types of occupation that w e re  taught to s la v es  varied  

from  plantation  to p lantation , b ecau se the gen era l idea behind giving  

s la v e s  such  tra in ing  w as to m ake each plantation or com m unity as 

se lf-su p p o r tin g  as p o ssib le . The s la v es  th em se lv es  had very  litt le  

to sa y  concern ing the type of ind u str ies to be taught them , or v/ho 

should  r e c e iv e  the ind u stria l tra in ing . 26

Im m ed ia tely  fo llow ing the C ivil W ar, th is country was faced  

w ith a d ilem m a . Should b lacks be given  " c la s s ic a l  education" or 

"industrial education . Although th is d ifferen ce  of opinion was not 

e x p re ssed  w id ely  until a fter  the s la v es  w e re  fr eed , se v e r a l p erson s  

who w e re  in te r e ste d  in black  education m ade an is su e  of it before  the 

w ar. The fr e e  b lacks of the South had hoped that the Southern w hites  

w ould le t  them  have industria l sch o o ls . F re d e r ick  D ouglass  

advocated  ind u str ia l sch o o ls  fo r  b lacks when H arr ie t B eec h e r Stowe 

o ffered  so m e m oney for  e ith er a black ind u stria l sch oo l or a 

c la s s ic a l  sch o o l. Stow e wanted the ind u stria l sch oo l to be a se r ie s

2^W. E . B . D uB ois, et a l . , The N egro A rtisa n  (Atlanta: 
U n iv ersity  P r e s s ,  1902), pp. 13-21 .

27g . M ydral, et a l. , An A m erican  D ilem m a (New York: 
H arper and B roth ers  P u b lish e r s , 1944), pp. 888-889 .



133

of w orksh ops, w h ere b lacks could learn  som e of the h a n d icra fts -- 

lea r n  to w ork in iron , wood, and lea th er --a n d  w h ere a plain E nglish  

education  would be taught.

A fter  the War w hite Southerners, who w e re in favor of 

p erm itting  b lacks to get an education , wanted it to be the type of 

education , w h ich  they ca lled  ind u stria l education, that would m ake  

them  b etter  ser v a n ts  and la b o r e r s . The New England school 

te a ch ers  who did m o st of the teaching of b lacks a fter  em ancipation  

wanted to educate them  as they th em selv es  had been  educated in the 

North; they fa v o red  the " three R's" at the e lem en ta ry  le v e l, w ith  

such  su bjects a s Latin, G reek, geom etry  and rh eto ric  com ing in at 

the seco n d a ry  and co lle g e  le v e l. G eneral A rm strong , fo r m er  

princ ipa l of H ampton N orm al and A gr icu ltu ra l In stitute, wanted to  

se e  the sk ille d  a r tisa n  traditions continued that ex is te d  am ong blacks  

during s la v e r y . He th er efo r e  advocated  ind u stria l education.

A rm stro n g  re ce iv e d  fin anc ia l support from  the Northern  

white in d u s tr ia lis ts , b ecau se  they fe lt  that the teach ing of blacks

^ ^ F red erick  D o u g la ss, The L ife and T im es of F re d e r ick  
D ou glass (Boston: D ew olfe, F isk s  & Co. , 1895), p. 315.

^^M yrdal, et a l . , op. c it . , 889.
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ind u str ia l education  would m ake them  com petent w o r k e rs, w ith  

in te llig e n c e  and s k ill such  as w ere  dem anded of N orthern  industria l 

w orkm en. 30

A str u g g le  betw een the co n servative  and rad ical groups of

b lack  le a d e r s  becam e focused  on the is su e  of industria l education

v er su s  c la s s ic a l  education for b lack s. A t the turn of the Century,

a c o n tr o v ersy  developed  betw een Booker T. W ashington and

W. E . B . D u B ois, the younger in te llectu a l. W ashington, the m ost

fam ous pupil of A rm strong , b ecam e the cham pion of ind u stria l

education , he w as backed by Southern w hites and the bulk of

N orthern  p h ilan throp ies. D u B ois, a graduate of F isk  and H arvard

U n iv e r s it ie s , headed the group of black in te llectu a ls  who fe a red  that

m o st often  the inten tion, and in any c a se  the re su lt, of ind u stria l

education  fo r  b lacks would be to keep b lacks out of the h igh er and

m o r e g en er a l cu ltu re of A m erica .

Dubois opposed  what he view ed as the narrow  educa
tional p rogram  of W ashington . . .  He accused  
W ashington of preaching a 'gospel of Work and M oney 
to such  an exten t as apparently a lm o st com plete ly  to 
overshadow  the h igher a im s of life ' . . . .  'If w e  
m ake m oney the ob ject of m an -tra in in g , w e sh a ll 
develop  m o n ey -m a k ers but not n e c e s s a r ily  men; if we

M ille r , Out of the H ouse of Bondage (New York; The 
Heath P u b lish in g  Co. , 1914), pp. 151-152,

31Ibid.



m ake tech n ica l sk ill the ob ject of education, w e m ay  
p o s se s s  a r tisa n s but not, in nature, m en. Men w e 
sh a ll have only as w e m ake manhood the ob ject of the 
work of the s c h o o ls - - in te ll ig e n c e , broad sym pathy, 
know ledge of the w orld  that w as and i s ,  and of the 
re la tio n  of m en to i t - - th is  is  the curricu lum  of that 
H igher E ducation w hich  m ust underlie  true l ife .

Other opponents of A rm strong 's  and W ashington's philosophy of

ind u stria l education c r it ic iz e d  it from  the standpoint that the c la ss

of a r tisa n s they  wanted to develop w as being outmoded at the tim e

they w e re  enunciating it.

T hose individuals who favored  ind u stria l education and 

founded ind u stria l sch oo ls  for b lacks after  the C ivil War based  their  

action s upon se v e r a l m ixed  in c en tiv es . T hese m otives  were: (1) the 

giving of fin an c ia l aid to th ose students who w ere w orking th eir way 

through sch o o l, which m any co n sidered  an ex c e llen t m ora l tonic;

(2) u sin g  students' labor to re d u ce the exp en ses of m aintaining the  

school; (3) train ing fe m a les  for housew ork; (4) teaching b lacks fo r  

future se lf-su p p o r t; (5) learn in g  by doing things to c la r ify  id e a s, 

to fu rn ish  physica l e x e r c is e , and to aid the m ental p r o c e s s e s .

H. F ran k lin , F rom  S lavery  to F reed om  (New York: 
A lfred  A . Knoff, 1948), pp. 389-390.

33lbid.

34DuB o1s , op. c it . , p. 28.
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Irr e sp e c t iv e  of which opinion w as co r r e c t , the m o st sign ificant 

outcom e of the d ispute was the developm ent of b lack id e o lo g ie s .

The ind u stria l sch oo ls  for b lacks w e re  not only ham pered  

by the opposition  tow ard ind u stria l education that p reva iled  during 

the tim e that m o st of them  w e re founded, but a lso  by the lack  of 

funds to provide for  adequate equipm ent and se c u r e  p roperly  tra ined  

te a ch ers . P r a c tic a lly  a ll ap pren ticesh ip  program s w ere c lo sed  to 

blacks a fter  the C ivil W ar. T h erefore  ind u stria l sch oo ls had to have  

a longer and m ore ex ten siv e  ind u stria l education program  than 

oth erw ise requ ired , in order for  th eir  graduates to be ab le to 

com pete with other a r tisa n s .

B lack  ind u stria l sch o o ls ' o fferin gs v a ried  accord ing to th eir

g eograph ical lo ca tio n s. B ennett w rote:

The few  N orthern  sch oo ls for young black  adults train  
p rin c ip a lly  fo r  city  occupations, but the Southern  
sch o o ls  a re  bending every  effort to d isc o u r a g e their  
pupils from  seeking c ity  em ploym ent. The lea d er s  of 
the ra c e  b e liev e  that the future w e lfa re  of the black  
m an depends upon h is ow nership  of farm  land and the 
in te llig en t cu ltivation  of it. Thus the teach ing of 
a gricu ltu re  and rural trades is  the lead ing fea tu re  of 
black vocational sch o o ls . T hose students who intend

^^M yrdal, op. c it . , p. 889.

A.  B ennett, et a l . , V ocational Education (Peoria: 
The Manual A rts P r e s s ,  1913), V ol. 11, p. 343.



to l iv e  on fa r m s a re  given  in addition to a g ricu ltu re , 
in stru ction  in the trades to the extent of m aking them  
independent of ou tside help in conducting their fa r m s. 
T hose who intend to fo llow  a trade a re  given fu ll in stru c
tion in that and a llie d  trades, enabling them  to go d ir ec tly  
into the industry  as journeym en without ap pren ticesh ip .

Industrial Education  in U n iv e r s it ie s , C o lleges  and 
N orm al Schools

The p urpose of th is sec tio n  is  to identify and d escr ib e  a 

r e p r esen ta tiv e  group of u n iv e r s it ie s , c o lle g e s  and norm al sch oo ls  

that provided  ind u stria l education for b lacks that w e re  p rim a rily  

young adults.

The m o st influentia l of the ind u stria l sch oo ls fo r  b lacks 

during the p eriod  in vestiga ted  is  Hampton N orm al and A gr icu ltu ra l 

Institute. The in flu en ce of Hampton w as not m ea su red  by the 

num ber of stu dents, graduates or te a ch ers , but by its  u se  as a 

m od el for  sc o r e s  of k indred  sch oo ls that w e re  esta b lish ed  throughout 

the South. Ham pton d em onstrated  to the country the value of the 

union of work and study and the fac t that a m anual labor sch oo l 

could  be op erated  su c c e ss fu lly . ^8

3 7lbid.

38r . N orthrop, Industrial Education in the South, National 
E ducation A sso c ia t io n  Journal of P ro ceed in g s and A d d r e sse s  of 
S e ss io n  of the y ea r  1889 (Topeka; K ansas P ub lish in g  H ouse , 1889), 
pp. 6 3 1-632 .



Penn N orm al and Industria l S ch oo l,
St. H elena Island, South C arolina

St. H elena Island has been  a p ioneering  d is tr ic t  as far as 

black  h is to ry  is  co n cern ed . It w as one of the f ir s t  Southern co m 

m u n ities to have b lack landow ners, hom e b u ilders and w age ea r n e rs . 

A t the beginning of the C ivil W ar, the la rg e  p lantations of the Island  

w e re h u rried ly  abandoned b ecau se of the p r e se n c e  of the Union f le e t  

in that a re a . M any of the landow ners n ever returned . The G overn

m ent so ld  to the fo r m er  s la v es  m uch of the abandoned land, and by 

1867 th er e  w e re  about 2, 000 b lack landow ners on the Island, One of 

the f ir s t  b lack sch o o ls  in the South had been  opened on the Island, 

and by 1864 th ere  w e re  th irty  sch o o ls  for b lacks in the conquered  

te r r ito r y . One of m any te a ch ers on the Island during that tim e w as  

M iss Laura M. Towne who founded the Penn N orm al and Industrial 

School. 39

M iss  Towne had been  tra ined  as a n u rse  in her native c ity  

of P h ilad elp h ia . She cam e to St. H elena Island  on A p ril 15, 1862, 

as a w a r tim e n u r se . A fter  reach ing the Island, she found so  m uch  

confusion  am ong the new ly freed  s la v e s , that sh e added teaching

39g . a . K uyper, "The P ow erfu l Influence of a N otable 
School, " Southern W orkm an, V ol. LV, No. 1 (January, 1931), 
p. 30.
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to her m any other d aily  d uties. She w as accom panied  in this 

additional task  of educating blacks by a c lo s e  fr iend , M iss E llen  

M urry.

T h ese  tw o la d ie s  star ted  the Penn School b efore the cr ea tiv e  

exp erim en t of Hampton Institute in V irgin ia  w as f o u n d e d . T h e  

institution  w as f ir s t  opened as Penn N orm al and Industrial School 

when the P en n sy lvan ia  F re ed m e n 's  A sso c ia t io n  sen t a schoolhouse  

in sec tio n s to St. H elena Island for  the sch oo l. This building w as 

er ec ted  op posite a b rick  church on the Island and nam ed Penn School 

in honor of W illiam  Penn . 42 a  sm a ll building w as er ec ted  near the 

m ain building of the sch oo l by m en of the institution  under the 

d irection  of a  carpenter  who had learn ed  h is trade during s la v ery . 

This building housed  the printing shop, and th is was the beginning of 

ind u stria l education  on the Island. 43

The St. H elena Island sch oo l taught both its pupils and their  

parents the habits of w orking in te llig e n tly . It encouraged gardening, 

w h olesom e preparation  of food, a d e s ir e  fo r  n ea tn ess , and a

40 r . b . C ooley , An A dventure of Rural E ducation (New  
Haven: Y ale U n iversity  P r e s s ,  1930), p. 10.

4 1 lb id ., p . 21. 

42 lb id ., p . 11. 

4 ^ Ib id ., p . 21.
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conviction  of the nobility  of labor . B asketry , hom e nursing, and 

hom em aking w e re in tegra l parts of the cu rricu lu m  of the school 

from  its beginning,

The co u rse  in b asketry  was taught by A lfred  Graham, who 

had learned  h is trade on the p lantation during s la v e r y . This co u rse  

co n s is ted  of sew ing togeth er ru sh es , that grew  in the tidal r iv e rs  

sround the Island, into b a sk e ts , B lack sm ith in g , w h eelw rightin g , 

and carpentry  students re ce iv e d  m o st of th eir train ing doing re p a ir s  

on com m unity p ro je c ts . Students w e re  a lso  a llow ed  to bring th eir  

own p s se s s io n s  into th ese  shops and re p a ir  them  during c la s s  h ours. 

The cob b lers  of the shoeshop  re p a ir ed  a ll the sh oes of the students  

in the sch o o l. A ll shop co u rse s  w e re  joined  w ith  acad em ic c o u r se s . 45

Hampton N orm al and A gr icu ltu re  
Institute, H ampton, V irgin ia

G eneral Sam uel A rm strong w as the m oving fo r ce  in the 

estab lish m en t of the sch ool at Hampton, V irgin ia  as the Hampton  

In stitute. Hampton was opened under the a u sp ice s  of the A m erican  

M issio n a r y  A sso c ia t io n  on A p ril 1, 1868, with a  m atron, a tea ch er, 

and fifteen  pup ils. On the 26th of the sa m e m onth, the enrollm ent

‘̂ '^Kuyper, op. c it . , p. 32. 

45C ooiey , op. c it . , pp. 5 4 -55 .
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and in c re a se d  to th irty  young adults, who did m anual w ork in the 

m orning and attended c la s s e s  in the afternoon. The m en did farm  

w ork and wom en did housew ork. The students w orked in groups; 

each  group worked two days in the w eek and attended c la s s e s  the 

other four. Students w ere  g iven  cred it fo r  their work tow ard the 

paym ent of th eir sch oo l e x p e n s e s .  ^6

Manual labor w as a v ita l part of this new institution . F rom  

the beginning of Hampton, A rm strong v iew ed  labor in the sch ool as  

a tr ip le  force:

(1) In its  m ora l aspect; strengthen ing the w ill and thus 
inculcating a se n se  of s e lf - r e lia n c e  and independence, 
re lie v in g  labor from  the odium which s la v e r y  had ca st  
upon it in the m inds of b la ck s, keeping strong ly  sen sua l  
tem p eram en ts out of m isc h ie f , and giving habits of 
regu lar ity  . . .

(2) A s a m eans w hereby the pupil m ight earn the educa
tion that should f it  them  to be te a ch ers and lea d er s  and 
earn  it so far  as p o ssib le  by their own w ork.

(3) A s a m eans w hereby the student m ight lea r n  w hile  
in the school how to support h im se lf after graduation by 
the w ork of h is hands as w e ll as by h is  b ra in s, thus 
affording an exam ple of industry to h is peop le ,

P . Jackson , "The Origin of Hampton Institute, " 
Journal of N egro H istory , V ol. X, No. 2 (1925), p. 167.

‘̂ '^ I b id . , p p .  1 5 6 - 1 5 7 .



The o v era ll a im s of the institution  w e re  defined  by- 

A rm strong:

To train  se le c te d  b lack  adults who sh a ll go out and teach  
and lead  th eir  peop le , f ir s t  by exam ple, by getting land  
and hom e; to g ive them  not a d ollar that they can earn  
fo r  th em se lv es; and to th ese  en d s, to build up an indus
tr ia l sy s te m  for the sak e not only of se lf-su p p o r tin g  and 
in te llig e n t labor , but a lso  for  the sake of ch a r a c te r .

Hampton Institute w as ch artered  by the G eneral A ssem b ly  of

V irg in ia  in 1870 as a corporation  to be governed by a tr u stee  board

of sev e n teen  m e m b ers , who w e re em pow ered by the ch arter to e le c t

th eir  own s u c c e s s o r s .  49

The ch a rter , granted  in 1870, sp ec ifie d  the purpose of

Ham pton to be;

The instru ction  of b lacks in the variou s com m on  
sc h o o ls , a cad em ic and c o lle g ia te  b ran ch es, the b est  
m ethods of teaching them , and the b est m ode of 
p ra ctic a l industry in its  application  to agricu ltu re  and 
the m ech anic a r ts . 50

48 h . J. Bhabha, S pecia l R eport on Manual in Schools of 
G eneral Education (B avalore: The G overnm ent P r e s s ,  1908), 
p. 96.

E . C larke, A rt and Industry: E ducation in the Industrial 
and F in e  A rts in the U .S . , U .S . D epartm ent of Interior: B ureau of 
E ducation , P a rt 4 (W ashington, D. C. : G overnm ent P rin ting  O ffice,
1898), p . 611.

50p . T. Struck, Foundation of Industrial E ducation (New  
York: John W iley and Sons, In c ., 1930), p. 344.
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The V irgin ia  L eg is la tu r e  designated  Hampton Institute as the

sch oo l fo r  b lacks in V irgin ia  to r e c e iv e  funds from  the Land-G rant

A ct. In 1872, the State of V irgin ia  granted to the sch oo l its  f ir s t

aid  under th is a c t . The B oard of T ru stees at th eir  reg u la r  m eeting

on June 12, 1872, m ade the fo llow ing reso lu tion  in com pliance w ith

the p ro v is io n s of the grant:

R eso lved . 1. That the tr u ste e s  of the Hampton N orm al 
and A gr icu ltu ra l Institute accep t the trust re p o se d  in  
them  by the G eneral A ssem b ly  of V irgin ia, in  the A ct 
approved M arch 19th, 1872, en titled , 'An a ct to appro
p ria te  the incom e a r is in g  from  the proceed s of the land  
sc r ip  accur ing  to V irg in ia  under a ct of C on gress of 
Ju ly, 2, 1862, and the a c ts  am endatory th ereo f, on the 
te rm s and cond itions th erein  s e t  forth. '

R e so lv e d . 2. That in v iew  of th is appropriation , the 
tr u ste e s  h ereby  stip u la te  to esta b lish  at once a d epart
m ent in w hich  thorough in stru ction  shall be g iven , by 
ca r efu lly  se le c te d  p r o fe s s o r s , in follow ing b ran ch es, 
n am ely , P r a c tic a l F arm in g  and P r in c ip le s  of F arm ing; 
P r a c tic a l M echanics and P r in c ip le s  of M echanics;
C h em istry , w ith sp ec ia l r e fe r e n c e  to A gricultu re;
M echanical D raw ing and Bookkeeping; M ilita ry  T a c tic s . 51

C andidates fo r  a d m issio n  to the institution  had to be at le a s t  

sev e n teen  y ea r s  of age and be ab le to p ass an en trance exam ination  

in a r ith m e tic , E ng lish  and geography. The a d m iss io n  fe e  was 

$20. 00, the boarding fe e  w as $10. 00 a month, and the fu ll tuition

5^M. F . A rm strong  and H. W. Ludlow, H am pton and Its 
Students (New York: G. P . Putnam 's Sons, 1874), p. 28.
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fe e  w as $100 a yea r . Many co n ce ss io n s  and sch o la rsh ip s , how ever, 

w e re  given to stu dents, 52

B eca u se  of the inab ility  of m o st students to pay for in stru c

tion  r e c e iv e d , tuition w as m ade fr e e , and fr iend s w ere  so lic ited  to 

provide acad em ic sch o la rsh ip  of seventy  d o llars and an industrial 

sch o la rsh ip  of th irty  d o lla rs  fo r  each pupil, A student who was 

co n sid ered  unworthy of the sch o larsh ip  aid  w as dropped from  the 

sch o o l. Students w e re  exp ected  to w r ite  le tte r s  of thanks to their  

b en efa c to rs . The tuition  or sch o la rsh ip  donation was for  the 

s a la r ie s  of tea ch ers and had nothing to do w ith the students' lodging  

b ill ,  53

The annual ex p en ses  of Hampton N orm al and A gr icultu ral 

Institute am ounted to $180, 000; $100, 000 of th is w as provided  for by 

in te r e s t  on the endowm ent fund, the Land Grant Fund, the S later  

Fund, and an annual appropriation  by C ongress tow ard the support 

of Indian stu dents. The d efic it of $80, 000 w as m ade up from  

su b scr ip tio n s and contributions so lic ite d  from  the public, 54

Bhabha, op, c it , , p, 98,

53Hampton N orm al and A gr icu ltu ra l Institute C atalogue, 
1898-1899 , pp. 11-12 ,

54Bhabha, op. c it . , p. 98.
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M anual labor was requ ired  of a ll students, for the sake of 

d isc ip lin e , in stru ction , and the defrayal of ex p en ses . Students in 

the acad em ic c o u r se s  u sua lly  w orked one sch oo l day each  w eek, and 

a whole or h alf day on M onday, thus secu r in g  four days fo r  study  

w eek ly  and from  one and a h a lf to two days for  w ork. T here w e re  

th ree c la s s e s  of s tu d e n ts --w o r k  students, day sch oo l students, and  

trade students. The work students w ere  th ose who, b ecau se  of 

fin ancia l r e a so n s , could not afford  to jo in  the a cad em ic departm ent, 

agricu ltu ra l c la s s e s  or trade c la s s e s .  They w e re  given  an oppor

tunity to w ork for w ages s ix  days in the w eek fo r  tw elve m onths and 

attend night c la s s e s  fo r  eight m onths. A s the w ages earned by the 

work students am ounted to $15. 00 to $20. 00 a m onth and the boarding  

fe e  was $10. 00 a m onth, the work students not only paid th eir board  

for  the y e a r , but accum ulated  a balance w hich helped  to pay their  

board during the second  y ea r , when they en tered  day sch oo l and took 

up the a ca d em ic , a g ric u ltu ra l, or trade c o u r se s .

S chofield  N orm al and Industria l School,
A iken , South C arolina

A fter the c lo s e  of the C ivil W ar, M artha S ch ofield , a Quaker, 

le f t  Bucks County in P en n sy lvan ia  to s e r v e  in the F reed m en 's

SSHampton N orm al and A gr icu ltu ra l Institute Catalogue, 
1878-1879, p. 13.

^^Bhabha, op. c it. , p. 98.
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B ureau, w hich  at that tim e w as carryin g  on p ion eer educational 

work on the Sea Islands of South C arolina. She b ecam e an invalid  

by m a la ria  in 1868 a fter  she had arr ived  at the inland town of A iken, 

South C arolina. She m ade h er d isab ility  of s ick n e ss  an advantage by  

educating b lack  adults who gathered  about h er w ith a strong d e s ir e  

to lea r n . T his was the beginning of the Schofield  N orm al and 

Industrial School. 57 "This institution  in tim e b ecam e one of the 

m o st in flu en tia l, not only in South C arolina, but the en tire South. "58 

The sch oo l w as star ted  in a sm a ll farm  building that was  

rented  for that purpose , and w as la ter  m oved  into two substantia l 

brick  buildings and two fram e buildings in A iken . The sch oo l w as  

supported  by endowm ent and by voluntary contributions from  ev ery  

sta te  in the Union. 59 T here w e re  281 a c r e s  of farm  land lo ca ted  

th ree  m ile s  from  Aiken that w e re  owned by the sch o o l.

57"M artha Schofield  and N egro E ducation , " Southern  
W orkm an, V ol. LX, No. 4 (A pril, 1931), p. 150.

58t . p . Jackson , "The E ducational E fforts of the F re ed m e n 's  
B ureau and F re ed m e n 's  Aid S ociety  in South C arolina, " Journal of 
N egro H isto ry , Vol. VIII, No. 1 (January, 1922), p. 10.

59e . H. R e isn er , A D iscr ip tiv e  L is t  of T rade and Industrial 
Schools in the United S tates (New York: N ational S ociety  for  the 
P rom otion  of Industrial E ducation , 1910), p. 121.

^®U.S. D epartm ent of L abor, T rade and T echn ical 
Education, Seventeenth  Annual R eport of the C om m ission er  of L abor, 
1902 (W ashington, D. C. : G overnm ent P rin tin g  O ffice, 1902), 
p. 326.



The purpose of the Schofield  School has been  stated:

. . . the r e su lt  of a need  for an institu tion  to train  
blacks to m e e t the prob lem s and conditions of life  they  
h ave to confront, and to m ake them  b etter  fitted  to 
m e e t the duties that w ill com e to them  as parents or  
c it iz e n s . In the country p la c e s , in the towns and 
v illa g e s  of the South. In our sch oo l b lacks r e c e iv e  
thorough train ing and ind u stria l in stru ction , w ays 
and m e a n s, that fit  th em  to take up the duties of 
everyday l ife .

Good ch aracter  w as the only requ irem en ts for ad m ission , 

p rovided  students liv e d  n ear enough to the sch oo l so  that it  did not 

n e c e s s ita te  th eir liv in g  in the boarding departm ent. A ll students  

who liv e d  too far  from  the sch oo l to com m ute w e re  requ ired  to 

board.

The o ffer in gs of th e  ind u stria l departm ent w ere  carpentry , 

b lacksm ith in g , h a rn ess  m aking, shoem aking, and printing. A ll 

students w e re  requ ired  to take an ind u str ia l co u r se  or work on the 

sch o o l farm . The sch ool co u rse  co v e re d  ten y e a r s , of w hich  four  

w e re  devoted  in p art to sp e c ia liz e d  ind u stria l w ork. A ll boarding  

students had the opportunity of learn in g  th eir  trades during the 

afternoons and on S aturdays. A lthough each  vocational ind u stria l

^ ^R eisner, op. c it . , p. 121.
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co u rse  w as four y ea r s  in length , it  m ight have been  extended if 

students w e re  irr eg u la r  in attendance or backw ard in th eir w ork. 

C e rtific a tes  w e re  g iven  after the com pletion  of a trade co u rse .

The printing o ff ic e  w as the o ld e st  and m o st im portant of the 

ind u stria l dep artm en ts, and fo r  m any y e a r s  w as se lf-su p p o r tin g . 

T his was an encouraging thing to the m anagem ent of the printing  

o ffic e  b eca u se  it w as com peting with th ree  other printing es ta b lish 

m ents in A iken . M ost of the printing trade of the school cam e from  

h o tels  and b u s in ess  h ouses of A iken .

L incoln  In stitute, Jefferso n  C ity ,
M isso u r i

The L incoln  Institute w as the re a liz a tio n  of a dream  of the 

o ff ic er s  and m en of the S ixty-S econ d  United S ta tes B lack Infantry  

that w as sta tion ed  at F o rt M cIntosh, T ex a s. T his reg im en t w as 

m ade up m o st ly  of m en who cam e from  M isso u r i and w e re known 

a s the M isso u r i V olunteers. The m en put on a fin anc ia l d rive  to 

esta b lish  a sch oo l in M issou ri before  they le f t  T ex a s. F iv e  thousand  

d ollars w e re  r a ise d  for  the p ro je ct. A ll of th is w as contributed  by

^^U .S. D epartm ent of L abor, T rade and T echn ical E ducation, 
op. c it. , p. 327.

^^U .S . Bureau of E ducation , R eport of the U .S . C o m m issio n er  
of E ducation , 1893-1894 , Vol. 1 (W ashington, D. C. : G overnm ent 
P rin tin g  O ffice, 1896), p. 1022.



149

en listed  m en of S ixty-Second  Infantry except $1, 034. 00, w hich was 

given  by th eir o f f ic e r s . An appeal was m ade to the S ix ty -F ifth  B lack  

Infantry, then station ed  in L ouisiana, for fin anc ia l aid fo r  the school; 

and they contributed  an additional $1, 324. 50.

The s o ld ie r s  s e t  forth  the purposes of the sch ool as fo llow s:

1. The institution  sh a ll be d esigned  for  the sp ecia l  
b en efit of the fr eed  b lacks.

2 . It sh a ll be loca ted  in the State of M isso u r i.

3. Its fundam ental aim  sh a ll be to continue study' 
and labor.

A co m m ittee  fo r  setting  up the sch oo l w as organ ized  on 

January 14, 1866, and by June 25, 1866, the institution  was incor

porated . The organ izin g  com m ittee  b ecam e the B oard of T ru stees  

fo r  the n ew ly -c rea ted  institution . L ieutenant R ichard B. F o ste r  

w as a p rom inent fig u re  in the organ ization  of the sch oo l, and was 

a lso  the s e c r e ta r y  of the organ izing  co m m itte e . He becam e the 

f ir s t  princ ipa l of the sch o o l when it opened in Jefferso n  City on 

Septem ber 17, 1866, in an old building. ^8

^^L incoln U n iv ersity  B u lletin , M ay, 1925, V ol. XXIX, 
No. 4, p. 19.

^^Ibid. 

68ibid.
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F or the f ir s t  few  y ea r s  the school rented  the building w here  

it w as being h oused, and it m et m any o b sta c les . In June, 1871, a 

new th r e e -f lo o r  b rick  building, s ix ty  by seventy  fe e t  w as er ec ted  

upon a prom inent h il ju st ou tside the city  l im its  of Je ffer so n  City. 

This building and a cam pus of tw enty a cr es  m ade up the L incoln  

In stitute. ^9

In 1872 the sch oo l r e c e iv e d  aid from  the sta te  of M isso u r i 

fo r  the train ing of te a ch ers  for  the public s ch o o ls . In 1879 the school 

b ecam e a sta te  in stitu tion  when its  p roperty was deeded to the State  

of M isso u r i. A fter th is , L in coln  r e ce iv e d  la rg e  appropriations from  

the s ta te .

The object of the in d u str ia l departm ent w as to offer young 

m en an opportunity to r e c e iv e  instru ction  in the m ech anic a rts  and 

b ecom e p ro fic ie n t in tr a d e s . To accom p lish  th is a im  a ll m a le  

students in the norm al c o u r se  w e re  requ ired  to take ind u stria l 

education c o u r se s , and sp e c ia l co u rse s  w e re  provided  for th ose  who 

w ished  to becom e sk illed  m e ch a n ics . The ind u stria l co u rse s  w e re  

arranged  p a ra lle l w ith the norm al and co lleg e  preparatory  c o u r se s .

^ 9 c ia r k e , op. c it . , p. 699. 

^*^DuBois, op. c it . , p. 55.



Through the junior c la s s e s  they w ere taught woodwork  
and b lacksm ith ing , and through the Sen ior preparatory  
c la s s e s  they w ere  taught m achine shop,

A lcorn  A gr icu ltu ra l and M echanical 
C ollege , A lcorn , M iss is s ip p i

The A lcorn  A gr icu ltu ra l and M echanical C ollege , form ally  

known as A lcorn  U n iversity , had its  beginning in  1830 as Oakland 

C ollege , for  the educating of young w hite adult m ale  students. 

Oakland, a P re sb y ter ia n  sch o o l, c lo sed  its doors at the beginning of 

the C ivil War due to the sh ortage of students, and so ld  its plant to 

the sta te  for  the education of young b lack ad u lts. The co lleg e  was  

re-n am ed  A lcorn  U n iversity  in 1871, in honor of Jam es L. A lcorn , 

who w as the G overnor of M iss is s ip p i, In 1878, the State L e g is 

la tu re reorgan ized  and changed the nam e of the school by the p a ssa g e  

of the fo llow ing acts:

B e it  enacted  by the L eg is la tu r e  of the State of 
M iss is s ip p i, that the institution  known as A lcorn  
U n iversity  is  h ereby esta b lish e d  as and d eclared  to 
b e, an agricu ltu ra l co lle g e  for the education  of b lacks  
of the State and to be h ere a fte r  known as the A lcorn  
A gricu ltu ra l and M echanical C ollege of the State of 
M iss is s ip p i,

71lbid,

72A lcorn  A gr icu ltu ra l and M echanical C o llege C atalogue, 
1952-1953 , p, 7,



Be it further enacted , that each sa id  B oards of T ru stee s  
sh a ll p o s se s s  a ll the pow er n e c e s sa r y  and proper for the 
accom p lish m en t of the tr u sts  reposed  in them , v iz . ; the  
estab lishm en t and m ain tenance of a f ir s t - c la s s  in stitu tion  
at w hich  the young b lack adult of the State of M iss is s ip p i  
m ay acq u ire a com m on sch oo l education and a sc ie n tif ic  
and p ra ctic a l know ledge of a gricu ltu re , h orticu ltu re , and 
the m ech anic a r t s , a lso  the proper grow th and ca r e  of 
stock , without h ow ever, excluding other sc ie n tif ic  and 
c la s s ic a l  study, including m ilita ry  ta c tic s .

A lcorn  w as loca ted  in C larborne County, four and on e-h a lf  

m ile s  n orth east of R odney, M iss is s ip p i, on the M iss is s ip p i R iver . 

The sch ool w as built on 295 a c r e s  of land, of w hich  70 a c r e s  w ere  

cam p u s. 74

The A lcorn  A gr icu ltu ra l and M echanical C o llege  offered  

th ree  c o u r se s  of study; the acad em ic co u rse , the a g ricu ltu ra l co u rse , 

and the s c ie n tif ic  p rep aratory  co u rse . 75 The s c ie n tif ic  preparatory  

co u rse s  w e re  ind u stria l education  c o u r se s . The b lacksm ith in g  and 

carpentry  co u rse s  co v ered  fou r years; and the painting, printing , 

and shoem aking c o u r se s  each  covered  a th r e e -y e a r  period . The 

sch o o l y ea r  was th ir ty - s ix  w eeks in length . A ll trade students w ere  

requ ired  to take a cad em ic c o u r se s , but there w as v er y  l i t t le

73lbid .

7 4 c ia r k e , op. c it . , p . 380.

7 5 u .S . D epartm ent of Labor, Industrial Education , E ighth  
Annual R eport of the C om m ission er  of L abor, 1892 (W ashington, 
D .C .:  G overnm ent P rin tin g  O ffice, 1893), p. 121.
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co r re la tio n  betw een  the acad em ic studies and the trade c o u r se s .

In a ll trade c o u r se s , eigh teen  and th re e-fo u r th  hours per w eek  w ere  

given  to aca d em ic  w ork in com m on sch ool su b je cts, and tw enty and 

fiv e -tw e lfth s  hours to p ra ctic a l trade w ork. School w as in s e s s io n  

from  7:00 a .m . to 12:30 p .m . and from  2:00 p .m . to 5:00 p .m . , 

f iv e  days a w eek . The sch oo l year was d ivided  into th ree  s e s s io n s ,  

and students w e r e  a llow ed  to en ter at the beginning of any of th ese  

s e s s io n s .

D raw ing w as requ ired  in the f ir s t  y ea r  of a ll s c ie n tif ic  

co u rse s; a fter w hich  it w as an e le c tiv e  in m o s t trade c o u r se s . The 

drawing that w as g iven  in the fresh m an  y ea r  w as free-h an d , drawing 

from  patterns; and in the sen io r  y ea r , draw ing and d esigning actual 

m a c h in es.

A labam a State N orm al School for C olored  
S tudents, M ontgom ery, A labam a

The A labam a State N orm al School fo r  Young B lack  Adult 

Students w as the outgrow th of the L incoln  School at M arion, A labam a. 

N orm al sch oo l c la s s e s  began at L incoln  School in 1871, and in 1873, 

the State B oard of Education took over the L incoln  School buildings

' °lb id . , T w en ty-F ifth  Annual R eport, 1910-1911. p. 331. 

^^Clarke, op. c it . , p. 379.
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from  the A m erica n  M issio n a ry  A sso c ia tio n  and esta b lish ed  a State

N orm al and U n iv ersity  fo r  B lack  Students. A fter the sta te had

taken o v er  the sch oo l the Supplem entary E nactm ent No. 54 w as

p a sse d  by the State B oard  of Education on D ecem ber 15. 1874,

w hich sta ted  in part:

. . . .  It being the intent and purpose of th is A ct to 
provide for the L ib era l Education of the black ra c e  in 
the sa m e m anner as is  a lready  provided  for the educa
tion of the w h ite ra ce  in our U n iversity  and C ollege . ^9

State N orm al School for C olored  Students had both a norm al 

sch oo l for educating te a ch ers for the sta te public sch oo l sy ste m  and 

an ind u stria l sch o o l for  the train ing of sk illed  w o r k e rs. G raduates of 

the m ech an ic  a rts  co u rse s  w e re  u sua lly  ab le to sta r t working at their  

trades im m ed ia te ly  a fter  graduation w ithout undergoing a period  of 

a p p ren ticesh ip . C arpentry, cabinetm aking, b lacksm ith in g , wagon  

and c a r r ia g e  building, and printing w e re  the ind u stria l education  

c o u r se s  o ffered . 80

^^Alabam a State C o llege  for  N egroes P re lim in a r y  
A nnouncem ent for 1952-1953, A ugust, 1952, p. 4.

79lbid.

8 0 u .S . D epartm ent of Labor, op. c it . , 1902, p. 283.



Branch N orm al C ollege of the A rkansas  
Industrial U n iv ersity , P ine  Bluff,
A rkansas

E ducation in A rkansas took on profound s ig n ific a n c e to b lacks

on A p ril 25, 1873, when a le g is la t iv e  act sp onsored  by State Senator

Clayton becam e a law , thus planting the se e d  that in la te r  y ea r s  grew

into the only sta te -su p p o rted  c o lle g e  for b lacks in A rk an sas. 81 The

b ill of Senator Clayton read  in part:

The B oard of T ru stee s  of A rkansas Industrial U n iver
s ity  a re  h ereb y  authorized  to take into con sideration  
the in te r e s ts  of the sta te  e sp e c ia lly  the con ven ien ce  
and w e ll-b e in g  of the p oorer c la s s e s ,  and to s e le c t  a 
su itab le s i te  and lo c a te  thereon a B ranch N orm al 
C ollege w hich  loca tion , owing to the princ ipa l C o lleg e 's  
being lo ca ted  in  the north w estern  portion  of the s ta te , 
sh a ll be m ade southw est or south of the County of 
P u la sk i, 82

The B ranch  N orm al C o llege  w as opened Septem ber 27, 1875, 

in a rented  fr a m e building on the corner of S iener and L in sey  S tre ets  

in the c ity  of P in e  Bluff, w ith  the P r o fe s s o r  J . C. Corbin as 

p rincipal and an en rollm ent of sev e n  stu dents. 83

Students w e r e  appointed from  the counties of A rkansas to the 

B ranch N orm al C o llege . The sam e num ber of students from  each

8 lA rk a n sa s A gr icu ltu ra l, M echanical and N orm al C o llege  
B u lle t in , A ugust, 1950, V ol. XVII, No. 1, p. 24.

82lbid .

83lbid.



156

county w e re  appointed to the P ine Bluff sch o o l. A ll students w ere  

appointed by the County Court. T hose who w e re  appointed w ere  

entitled  to four y ea r s  of fr e e  tuition upon the paym ent of a fiv e  

d ollar m atricu lation  fe e  at the tim e of en trance. 84

The school w as esta b lish ed  for  the train ing of young black  

adult tea ch ers for  e f fic ien t s e r v ic e  in the b lack public sch o o ls  of the 

sta te , and the curricu lum  w as se t  up accord ing ly . The norm al 

co u rse  was four y ea rs  in length , and was designated  to be equivalent 

to a standard fo u r-y ea r  c o lle g e  co u rse . In addition to the norm al 

departm ent, there w as a preparatory  departm ent and a m echanic  

arts departm ent.

The aim  of the M echanic A rts D epartm ent was to teach  young 

adult students to becom e sk illed  tradesm en , such  as ca r p e n ters , 

p attern -m ak ers, m o ld ers , b la ck sm ith s, and m a c h in is t s . W hile the 

student learned  the b a sic  knowledge of h is  trade , he a lso  acqu ired  

a background in the lan gu ages, h istory , m athem atics and drawing. 

Throughout the co u rse  of four y ea r s  in the sh ops, the students spent 

an average of ten hours a w eek doing actual trade w ork. W hile the 

tim e spent in the shop appeared  to be sm a ll, the ad m inistration  was 

of the opinion that students under constant instru ction  fo r  sk illed

84lbid.
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teach ers would p ass from  one e x e r c ise  to another as soon as the 

w ork was w e ll done, and in th is w ay, would m ake rapid p r o g r e ss . 85 

This study investiga ted  industria l education that was 

p rim a rily  fo r  young b lack  adults in the United S tates betw een I860  

and 1880, T here w ere  se v e r a l attem pts m ade by fr e e  b lacks in the 

North to esta b lish  ind u stria l sch oo ls  in that sec tio n  of the country, 

but none of them  m a ter ia lized  to a s ign ificant d eg re e . A pprentice

sh ip  p rogram s in the North w e re  p ra ctic a lly  c lo sed  to black peop le. 

The sch o o ls  m entioned in this study, through th eir industria l educa

tion program , attem pted  to p rovide em ploym ent fo r  b lacks w h ile in 

school and to develop  sk illed  black  a rt isa n s .

^^Clarke, op. c it . , p.



CHAPTER VII

BLACK PRESS AND BLACK CONVENTIONS AS 

EDUCATIONAL AGENTS

The ro le  that national, sta te  and lo ca l black conventions 

played  in the developm ent of A m erica , in m any w ays, have been  

overlooked. The convention  m ovem ent began around 1830 and 

la s ted  until the end of the n ineteenth  century . They w e re  com posed  

of black  lea d er s of the day, many of whom  w e re  connected  with  

black  n ew sp apers. ^

It was at the conventions that the c a lls  for ju stic e  and 

dem ands for re form  w e re ham m ered  out and it  was in the black  

p r e ss  that th eir re so lu tio n s and proceed ings w ere printed . U sual 

happenings of m inor s ig n ific a n c e  w e re  often  co n sidered  ju stifica tio n  

for  ca llin g  a lo ca l convention  to d isc u ss  the im p lica tions involved , 

or to is s u e  reso lu tio n s or m a n ifes to es  on the subject. Som ething

^Martin E . Dann, The B lack  P r e s s  1827-1890 (New York: 
G. P . Putnam 's S ons, 1971), p. 17.
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a ttractin g  the in te r e s ts  of la rg e r  bodies of b lack peop le m ight e a s ily  

c a ll  forth  a sta te  or national convention . T here w e re  conventions 

for  ev e ry  con ce ivab le  p urpose . E very  cau se  had its adherents, and 

e v e ry  d evotee fe lt  that he m u st be h eard .

B lacks liv in g  in the N orthern s ta tes  en tered  w holehearted ly  

into the convention  m ovem ent of the day. L ocal conventions w ere  

u su a lly  m o r e  or le s s  inform al as to m em b ersh ip  and often drew th eir  

particip ants from  in te llec tu a l or re lig io u s  grou p s. If organ ization  

had not p roceed ed  as fa r  as the d istr ic tin g  of the sta te , th ese  sa m e  

lo c a l groups m ight send  d eleg a tes  to sta te  conventions, or they 

m igh t pool th eir r e so u r c e s  and send  only one or two re p r esen ta t iv e s . 

In fa c t, d e leg a te s  to national conventions w e re  often  ch osen  to 

r e p r e se n t lo c a l in te r e s ts , rather than the in te r e sts  of la rg e r  re g io n s,  

or of s ta te s .

In m any c a s e s ,  sta te  and national conventions m ight not be 

com posed  of d eleg a tes  from  equal or com parable d is tr ic ts , but 

m igh t be m ade up en tire ly  of th ose  from  a few  sp e c ific  lo c a lit ie s  

who had the m eans or the n e c e s s a r y  support to attend. F u rth erm ore  

the opin ions and d ec is io n s  reached  in the nam e of the assem b ly  did 

not a lw ays r e p r esen t a c r o ss  sec tio n  of con cern s of the peop le for  

whom  the d e leg a te s  purportedly spoke. But if th ere  w as a d iv e r

gen ce in th is re sp e c t  betw een the re a l and the d esired , the
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conventions y et ser v ed  as effec tiv e  propaganda a g en cie s  for  the 

prom otion  of the ca u ses  fo r  w hich they w e re  ca lled .

D evoted  to m a ss  education of b la c k s, conventions used  

s e v e r a l adult education m ethods for m aking th eir ideas known; 

debate on the a ssem b ly  flo o r , public le c tu r e , group d isc u ss io n , and 

p etition s to sta te  le g is la tu r e s  and to C o n g re ss. B y th ese  various  

m eans the public b ecam e indoctrinated  on the is s u e s  involved . And 

if  one convention  se r v e d  a t c r o ss  p urposes to another, gen era l 

p ro g re ss  w as yet encouraged  b ecau se  the public w as thus inform ed  

on a ll a sp ects  of a g iven  prob lem .

R e g a rd le ss , h ow ever, of w hether the convention  w as r e s tr ic 

tive  or d em ocratic , it s t i l l  provided  a m eans fo r  ex p re ss io n  of b lack  

thought w hich would not have been  p o ssib le  in b ir a c ia l a s s e m b lie s .  

There w e r e , then, se v e r a l fa c to rs  w hich led  b lacks to fe e l  that they  

m u st have th eir own a sse m b lie s  if they w e re  to rea ch  the goals  

d es ired . P reju d ice  a g a in st people of A frican  d esce n t w as on the  

rapid in c r e a se  in the North around the m id -1 8 7 0 s . Job com petition  

betw een b lacks and w h ites w as aggravated  by the influx of European  

poor, at the sam e tim e that sk illed  and u nsk illed  la b o r er s  of a 

darker hue w e re  c r o ss in g  the M ason D ixon L ine from  the South. 

B la c k s, u sua lly  d isc r im in a ted  aga inst in th is scr a m b le  for live lih ood , 

crow ded into c ity  gh ettos, w h ere th eir d ir e  poverty  encouraged the
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p r a ctic e  of petty cr im e , and see m in g ly  len t cred en ce to the grow ing  

b e lie f  of the w h ites that black peop le w ere  not to be trusted . 

P re ju d ic e  engendered  in the d ay-to -day  attem pt of two ra c ia l groups 

to find su sten ance fo r  the body was grea tly  encouraged by the theory  

long h e ld - -o r  at le a s t  a d vocated --b y  s la v eh o ld er s , that b lacks  

belonged to an in ferio r  race and w e re  th erefore  not to be accepted  

so c ia lly  in a predom inantly cau casion  A m erica . B ir a c ia l coopera

tion in the y e a r s  proceed ing the C ivil War w as m a ter ia lly  hindered  

by th is grow ing p re ju d ic e --a  p rejud ice w hich w as apparent even in 

the organ ized  a n tis la v e ry  s o c ie t ie s .

The second  b a sic  factor in the d evelopm ent of a sep arate  

black  convention  m ovem en t--an d  one of equal im portance with the 

f ir s t - -w a s  a grow ing demand for s e l f - e x p r e s s io n  w hich had been  

denied  to the black  m an. N um bering only about 59, 000 in 1790, 

th er e  w ere  som e 319, 000 fr ee  b lacks by 1830. T his stupendous 

in c r e a se  had been  accom p lish ed  la rg e ly  through m an u m ission  in the 

South and m a ss leg a l em ancipation  by sta te  le g is la tu r e s  or by jud ic ia l 

d ec is io n s  in the N orth. With freed om  w ent the p r iv ile g e  of m oving  

w h ere n e c e s s ity  d ictated  or d e s ir e  im p elled , and the a lready  

s iz e a b le  b lack population of such  c it ie s  as P h ilad elp hia , New York, 

and C incinnati r e ce iv e d  la rg e  influxes from  the surrounding farm  

a r e a s , or from  the South, as the c a se  m ight be.
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The th ird  condition  which influenced the developm ent of 

sep arate  black conventions was the ex is te n c e  of s p e c if ic  prob lem s  

w hich affected  the b lack m an a lone, or w e re  in ten sif ie d  in regard  

to h im . As the great m ajority  of fr e e  people of A frican  d escen t  

w ere not m ore than two gen erations away from  s la v e r y . F r e e  b lacks  

m ig h t--a n d  d id --fin d  th em se lv es  w hisked  off to s la v e r y  b ecau se  of 

inadequate safeguards in th eir  hom e s ta te s . P oor for  the w h ites ,  

education was w o r se  fo r  the b lack s, if indeed, it w as to be had at 

a ll. B esid e s  the gen era l re form  is s u e s ,  then, the b lack  m an had a 

w hole l i s t  of ab uses w hich  he w ish ed  to co r r e c t , and he fe lt  that he, 

h im se lf, m ust exp ose .

The is s u e  of s la v e r y  w as spoken to by Howard B ell:

The National Convention m et tw elve tim es b efore  the end 
of the Civil W ar. The fr e e  black  fe lt that th ere  w e re  
certa in  th ings which w e re  m o r e sp e c if ic a lly  applicable  
to h im  than other A m erican s; he ch ose naturally  to pay 
attention  to those n e e d s . Em anating from  th ese  national 
conventions w as the repeated  rem inder that s la v e r y  
s t i l l  tarnished  the im age of a C hristian  d em ocratic  
nation; that th ose b lack s who w e re  fr e e  w e re  in a ll too m any  
c a se s  only nom inally  free; that the nation judged a m an  
not by h is ca p a b ilities  but prejud iced  him  by the co lor  of 
h is sk in .^

2Howard Holman B e ll , M inutes of the P ro c ee d in g s of the  
N ational N egro C onvention, 1830-1864 (New York: A rno P r e s s  and 
New York T im es, 1969), Intro. , p. i.



During the en tire  era  th ere  was se ld om  a national 
con clave that did not preach  the value of tem p eran ce , 
m o ra lity , education, econom y and se lf  help . They 
asked  not fo r  sp e c ia l con sideration  but for  equality of 
opportunity to p ra ctic e  the sk ills  acqu ired  through that 
education or tra in ing . They wanted the r igh t to bear  
w itn ess  in cou rt and they wanted a c c e s s  to the jury  
box. They in s is te d  that freed om  of the body without fu ll 
and u n r estr ic ted  su ffrage would le a v e  the b lack man  
half s la v e  and only half fr e e . The la s t  national conven
tion to m e et b efore the end of the C ivil War w as in 
S yracu se  on the eve of the p resid en tia l e le ctio n  in 1864.
That m eetin g  le f t  no doubt of a united black  front with a 
determ ination  to s e e  that they w ould no longer  be excluded  

from  the advantages of lib e r ty  and d em ocracy . By that 
t im e fu ll c itiz en sh ip , including su ffrage, had b ecom e  
the dom inant is s u e , for without su ffrage th er e  was no 
a ssu r a n c e  of r e d r e ss  of g r iev a n ce. ^

P r io r  to the C iv il W ar, th ese  conventions w e re  held only  
in  the North, b eca u se  such  gatherings of b lacks in the  
South w e re  prohib ited . But with the end of the W ar, 
th is in stitu tion  w as ca r r ied  to the South and during  
R econ stru ction  such  conventions of b lack  p eop le w ere  
com m on o c c u r r e n c e s .^  The black  p ress  w as a cru c ia l 
fac tor  in bringing lea d er s together and in d isse m in a 
ting inform ation  about th ese  m e etin g s.

F ollow ing  the C ivil W ar, b lack peop le began to look  with  

new hope to p o litic a l institutions fo r  a r e d r e ss  of g r ie v a n c es , for  

inc lusion  in the p o litic a l life  of the country, and, perhaps m o st  

cr u c ia lly , for the p rotection  of the fe d e ra l governm ent. H eartened  

by m o d est attem pts at p o litic a l re form  the b lack  p r e ss  r e flec ted  a 

cautious op tim ism . As b efore , its  task w as not only to v ind icate the

3lbid.

^Dann, op. c it. , p. 22.
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black  com m unity to prove that b lacks and w hites could  liv e  and work  

to g eth er , but a lso  to p rovide the m ech an ism  for se lf-ev a lu a tio n .

The im portant r o le  that new spapers played  in d issem inatin g

inform ation  is  d escr ib ed  by M artin Dann:

Black  new sp apers printed  inform ation  on such  su bjects  
as farm in g , b u sin ess  p r a c t ic e s , household  h in ts , and 
m eetin g s of lo c a l in te r e st . A t the sa m e tim e , the ed itors  
disp layed  a grow ing w a r in ess  of the w hite com m unity.
When the South tr ied  to im p rove the B lack  codes in 1865 
as de facto  reen sla v e m e n t, the p r e s s  r e s is te d  and argued  
stren u o u sly , but in vain, fo r  its  righ ts as b lack  A m erica n s.
F o r  a b r ie f p eriod  in  the la te  1860s and ea r ly  1870s, it 
see m ed  that b lack  peop le m igh t be g iven  a chance. But 
su ch  hopes w e re  crush ed  when H ayes, in ord er to w in  
h is  e le ctio n  in 1876 to the P r e s id e n c y , p ro m ised  the 
w hite Southern le a d e r s  that he would not in te r fe r e  with  
th e ir  a ttem pts to su pp ress the b lack  population. Yet a 
grow ing m is tr u s t  of the North and th eir fe d e ra l govern 
m ent, the b lack  com m unity rem ained  loya l to the 
R epublican  P a rty , under w hich  they had ach ieved  
'em ancipation '. 5

The b lack  p r e ss  throughout its  h isto ry  brought to its  readers  

an a w a r en ess  of o p p r ess iv e  con d ition s, w h ile it em ph asized  the 

s u c c e s s  of b lack  m en and w om en. B lack  new sp apers urged th eir  

re a d e rs  to work for  th eir  own p r o g r e ss , fo r  recogn ition  in th eir  

p r o fe ss io n  as b lack  m en and w om en, w ith d ignity and s e l f - r e s p e c t .  

The accom p lish m en ts  of b lack  p eop le  as doctors or la w y e r s , 

te a ch ers  or w orkm en, becam e a m ajor them e in th e se  p a p ers. In 

such  a w ay, the p r e s s  w as able to in s t il l  a p o s it iv e  se n s e  of p ro g re ss  

and future of b lack  peop le w hich  w as im p erative to r e s is t in g  p e r s is 

tent attem pts by w hite r a c is t s  to underm ine the b lack  com m unity.

5lbid.
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Only two b lack n ew spapers w e re  esta b lish ed  during the C ivil 

War period . One of which was The Colored C itizen , published  at 

C incinnati, Ohio, by John P . Sam pson. It was com m only re fe r r e d  

to as the " Sold iers' Organ, " and w as w id ely  d isse m in a ted  am ong the 

s o ld ie r s . The C olored  C itizen  ce a sed  publication  in the la tte r  part 

of 1865.6

The second  paper esta b lish ed  on the W estern  co a st w as The 

E lev a to r , w hich  w as begun by P h illip  B e ll, A pril 8, 1865, in San 

F r a n c isc o , C aliforn ia . The paper sta r ted  its m is s io n  thus: "We 

sh a ll labor for  the C ivil and P o lit ic a l en franch isem en t of b lack  peop le  

- - n o t  as a d ist in c t and sep arate ra c e , but as A m erica n  C itize n s. "

The pub lisher encouraged ad v ertisem en ts  and quoted h is ra tes  as being  

60 cents for an in sertio n  and 25 cents for  each subsequent in se r tio n .

B ell had been connected  with the jo u rn a list ic  fie ld  fo r  tw enty- 

f iv e  y e a r s , and as a  r e su lt  w as exp er ien ced  in  the w ork. H is ed ito r

ia ls  w e re  of high quality. H is paper was n eatly  printed  and contained  

contributions re la ting  to s c ie n c e , art, liter a tu re  and dram a. In fa c t, 

it is  sa id  that B e ll h im se lf w as w e ll-v e r s e d  in dram atic c r it ic is m .  ̂

With the em ancipation, a new period  in black  jou rn a lism  

began. F o r  n early  for ty  y e a r s , new spapers had b een  published  by

^George W. G ore, N egro Jou rn alism  (Ann A rbor, M ichigan: 
U n iversity  M ic ro film s, 1971), p. 9.

7 lb id ., p . 10.
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b lacks who had obtained their freed om , but the c ircu la tion  of th ese

papers am ong the black race was lim ited . Em ancipation  m arked

the rea liza tio n  of the goal of the b lack p ress  prior  to that tim e , and

with the u shering  in of freed om  m any of the new spapers ce a sed

publication. T here w as, how ever, s t i l l  another g re a t, if not even

m ore im portant task  for the b lack p r e s s - - th e  education of the

m a s s e s  of b lack s. This task  the surviv ing  n ew sp apers, together

with m any new o n es, s e t  out to a ccom p lish .

The f ir s t  notable developm ent of the p eriod  w as the beginning

of b lack n ew spapers in the South, w here the la rg e  m ajority  of blacks

w e re loca ted . The f ir s t  black new spaper published  in the South was

The C olored  A m erican  of A ugusta, G eorgia, is su e d  for the f ir s t

t im e in 1865 .8  The follow ing paragraph from  its  prosp ectus w ill

su ffice  to show the paper's attitude and policy:

It (The C olored  A m erican) is  designated  to be a 
v eh ic le  fo r  the d iffusion  of R e lig iou s, P o lit ic a l  and 
G eneral In te lligen ce . It w ill be devoted to the p ro
m otion  of harm ony and good -w ill betw een the w h ites  
and b lacks of the South, and untiring in its  advocacy  
of Industry and Education am ong a ll c la s s e s ;  but 
p articu larly  the c la s s  m o st in need of our agen cy.
A ccepting , at a ll tim es the d ecis io n  of public se n ti
m ent and L e g is la tiv e  A sse m b lie s , and bowing to the

8 Ibid. ; W arren Brown, Check L is t of N egro N ew spapers 
1827-1846 (Je fferson  City: L incoln  U n iversity  Jou rn a lism , 1946),
p. 10.



m a jesty  of law , it  w ill f e a r le s s ly  d em on strate against  
leg a l and constitu tional p ro scr ip tio n  by appeal to the 
public se n se  of ju stice . '

With the beginning of black jou rn a lism  in the South, papers 

sprung up in other states: The C olored  T en nessean  and The True  

C om m unicator, of B a ltim ore , being am ong the m o r e noted ones. 

Many of the papers w ere sh o rt- liv ed ; others changed hands and 

n am es frequently  and continued for se v e r a l y e a r s .

The year 1868 saw the founding of The C harleston  L ea d er , 

at C harleston , South C arolina. By 1870, the b lack  p r e ss  began to 

m ake it s e l f  fe lt . In M iss is s ip p i, Jam es L. Spellm an  and John Lynch  

began The Colored C itizen . D ecem b er, 1870, m arked  the founding  

of The New O rleans L ouisianian  by P . B . S. P inchback , who in 1873 

becam e G overnor of L ouisiana, being the only b lack ever  to hold th is  

p o sition .

A ugust, 1861, John J. F reem an  star ted  The P r o g r e ss iv e  

A m erican , in New York City, which ex isted  for  ten y e a r s . The one 

outstanding ach ievem en t of th is paper is  the fa c t that as a r e su lt  of 

its  figh t for  b lack teach ers in the public sch o o ls , tw en ty -th ree  w e re

2 2 , 1 9 2 1 .

■ ^Gore, op. c it . , p. 11.

^Ibid. ; P inchback d ied  in W ashington, D. C. , D ecem ber



appointed. B etw een  1865 and 1880, over 30 new sp apers w e re  being  

p ublished  in 21 s ta te s . The papers of the p eriod  w e re  ably ed ited  

and w e re  the product of som e of the m o st h ighly educated b la c k s.  ̂1

TABLE 6

BLACK NEW SPAPERS THAT WERE IN OPERATION  
BETW EEN 1860 and 1 8 8 0

N am e of P ap er L ocation F  ounded

The Advance M ontgom ery, A la . 1877

A m erica n - C itizen B a ltim o re , Md. 1879

A m erica n  Sentinel P eter sb u rg , Va. 1880

A rkan sas D ispatch L ittle  Rock, A rk. 1880

A rkansas F reed m an L ittle  R ock, A rk. 1869

A thens Blade A thens, Ga. 1879

B lack  Republican New O rlean s, La. 1865

B ulletin L o u isv ille , Ky. 1879

C aliforn ia  E agle Los A n g e les , C alif. 1879

C harlestow n Journal C harlestow n, S. C. 1866

C olored  A m erican A ugusta, Ga. 1865

Colored  C itizen Topeka, Kan. 1878

C olored  C itizen C incinnati, 0 . 1863

^Ijbid.

f'^Brown, op. c it. , P a ss im .
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N am e of P aper
D ate

Founded

C olored  T en nessean N a sh v ille , Tenn. 1866

Com m oner W ashington, D. C. 1875

C on servator C hicago, 111. 1878

E cho Savannah, Ga. 1879

E levator San F r a n c isc o , Calif. 1865

F reed m a n 's  C hron icle H artford , Conn. 1873

G eorgetow n P lan et W eekly G eorgetow n, S. C. 1873

Globe New York, N. Y. 1880

H un tsv ille  G azette H un tsv ille , A la . 1872

L oyal G eorgian A ugusta, Ga. 1866

M iss io n a r y  R ecord C harleston , S. C. 1871

N egro G azette New O rlean s, La. 1872

N egro W atchm an M ontgom ery, A la . 1874

N ew N ational E ra W ashington, D. C. 1869

New York A ge New York, N. Y. 1880

Ohio F a lls  E x p ress L o u isv ille , Ky. 1878

P e o p le 's  A dvocate W ashington, D. C. 1876

P r o g r e ss H elen a, A rk. 1880

Savannah Tribune Savannah, Ga. 1875

Savannah W eekly E cho Savannah, Ga. 1879

South C arolina L eader C h arleston , S. C. 1865

T opeka Call T opeka, Kan. 1880



TABLE 6 --  Continued

Nam e of P ap er L ocation
Date

Founded

Topeka Tribune Topeka, Kan. 1880

La Tribune de La N ou velle-  
O rleans New O rlean s, La. 1864

Union New O rleans, La. 1862

V irgin ia  Star Richm ond, Va. 1877

W atchman M em phis, Tenn. 1878

W eekly L ouisianian New O rleans, La. 1870

A long w ith the founding of new spapers in the post C ivil War 

period  cam e a flood  of p am phlets. Sharing the sp otligh t with  

p o lit ic s , the church  cla im ed  a v o ice  in the developm ent of the b lack  

p r e ss  and this p eriod  saw  the birth  of m any church n ew sp ap ers.

Thus a reading-hunger p o s se s s e d  the b lack m an a fter  

fr eed o m s cam e. It is  w e ll w ithin the rea lm  of truth th er efo r e , 

to say  that the a c t iv it ie s  of the black p ress  during th is period  p layed  

an im portant part in the education of the b lack ra ce .

Even as lite r a c y  in c re a se d  am ong b la c k s, th ere  w e re  s t i l l  

la rg e  num bers who depended upon ora l tr a n sm iss io n  of the new s of

^^Booker T. W ashington, The S tory of the N egro (New York: 
Doubleday, P age and Co. , 1909), p. 136.
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the day. A fter a b lack  read  or heard  the reading of a new spaper  

published  by h is ra c e , he would ca r ry  the new s to o th ers .

The h isto ry  of the b lack  p r e ss  and convention i s ,  in m any  

r e s p e c ts , a h is to ry  of th ou gh t--as  w e ll as the a c t io n --o f  what w as 

even  then A m erica 's  g r e a te s t  ra c ia l m in ority . T heir function  was 

a lm o st e x c lu s iv e ly  to educate the b lack  m a s s e s  in ligh t of their own 

p rob lem s and th eir  re la tionsh ip  w ith white A m erica .

^'^Frederick G. D e tw e iler , The N egro P r e s s  in the United  
States (C hicago: U n iversity  of C hicago P r e s s ,  1922), p. 52.



CHAPTER VIII

ANALYSIS

Findings:

Identified  during the co u rse  of th is study w e re a num ber of

a c t iv it ie s  which m e t the defin ition  of adult education p roposed  by

C yril O. Houle:

Adult education is  any p ro ce ss  by w hich m en or w om en, 
sing ly  or in grou p s, attem pt to im prove th em se lv es  by 
bringing about changes in their understanding, s k il ls ,  
or se n s it iv it ie s ;  or any p ro ce ss  by which agents or agen
c ie s  attem pt to help  m en or w om en to change in th ese

W ithin the purview  of th is defin ition  the fo llow ing adult 

education a c t iv it ie s  for the b lack man w e re identified: (1) appren

tice sh ip  train ing on fa r m s, in fa c to r ie s , in p rivate and sta te  sch oo ls  

and u n iv er s it ie s ; (2) m ilita ry , re lig io u s , rudim entary and m ed ica l  

instru ction  by o ff ic ia ls  of the Union Arm y; (3) econom ic , re lig io u s  

rudim entary and h igh er education supported by the F re ed m e n 's  

B ureau and by black and w hite benevolen t individuals and s o c ie t ie s ;

1 H oule, op. c it . , (D isc u ssed  in Introduction of th is study). 
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(4) m a ss  education of b lacks by the educative u se  of n ew sp apers, 

pam p hlets, sp e c ia l black le c tu r e r s  and black  conventions.

The re su lts  of this study tend to support V erner and Booth's  

contention  that adult education tends to develop  an answ er to so m e  

so c ia l  c r is is  or urgent need . ^

D isc u ss io n  of F ind ings

1. To what exten t did the black  m an a s s i s t  in providing education  

for m em b ers of h is ra c e?

The g r e a te s t  in fluence of b lacks in the education of p erson s  

of h is  ra c e  w as through re lig io u s  denom inations, black conventions  

and the black p r e s s .  The m o st influential black  re lig io u s denom 

inations w ere: The A frican  M ethodist E p iscop a l Church, The 

A frican  M ethodist Zion Church, and The C olored  M ethodist E p iscop al 

Church.

The h is to ry  of the b lack re lig io u s denom inations in A m erica  

is  a  s to r y  of a stru g g le  ag a in st odds, resu ltin g  from  p overty and 

econom ic d iscr im in a tio n . T hese groups d em onstrated  their d e s ir e  

to d ir ec t th em se lv es  by esta b lish in g  and m aintaining organ izations  

independent of the great p arent bodies from  w hich  they sprang.

^C oolie V erner and Alan Booth, Adult Education (W ashington, 
D .C .:  C enter fo r  Applied R esea rch  in Education, 1964), .p. 4.
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It w as m ain ly  unfair treatm en t by the parent bodies and the 

d e s ir e  for independence and s e lf-c o n tr o l that accounted  fo r  the 

e x is te n c e  of black  denom inations. B eca u se  of their independence, 

th ese  denom inations, for the m o st part, w ere com pelled  to finance  

th eir  variou s en te rp r ises , such  as ch u rch es, m is s io n s  and sch o o ls ,  

from  incom e d erived  from  a con stitu en cy  w hose econom ic status w as 

lo w er than m o st groups in the United S ta tes,

In sp ite  of the ser io u s d isadvantage under w hich th is group  

of sch o o ls  had to se c u r e  support, they rendered  sp lendid  s e r v ic e  to 

the education of the black ra c e  and, in com parison  with other  

c o lle g e s  for b lacks supported by denom inational boards.

2. Who w e re  the ind ividuals, s o c ie t ie s  and c o m m issio n s that 

p rovided  education for the b lack  adult?

During the p eriod  1860-1880, the Union A rm y, N orthern  

benevolen t so c ie t ie s  and denom inational b od ies, the black  church, 

the F re ed m e n 's  Bureau, foreign  organ iza tion s, and individuals such  

as G eneral O liver O. Howard, F r e d e r ic k  D ou g lass, G eneral S. C. 

A rm strong  and J. W. A lvord  engaged in em ergency  m e a su r es  in an 

attem pt to extend educational opportunities to b lacks. F ro m  th ese  

in itia l e ffo r ts , there em erged  a c la s s  of sch oo ls engaged in provid

ing the rudim ents of learning to the b lacks of a ll a g e s .
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The Union A rm y becam e a type of sch ool for the freed m en  

who had joined  as so ld ie r s  and for th ose who had flocked  into its  

l in e s  from  en slaved  cond itions, w h ile the able bodied m en w e re u sed  

in m ilita ry  and naval s e r v ic e s  and the w om en w e re used  in h o sp ita ls , 

the m a jo r ity -- th e  untrained, the s ick , the d ecrep it and the ch ildren , 

w e re  le f t  unattended. T hese p erson s w ere  p laced  in cam ps and 

g iven  ra tion s. They w ere g iven  such  clothing as could be found 

th ere or was forw arded from  the North for their u se . Som e b la c k s, 

having ser v ed  in re la ted  ca p a citie s  during s la v ery , le a se d  p lantations 

and cu ltivated  fa r m s ,

A v a rie ty  of educational program s w e re ca r r ied  out for black  

s o ld ie r s . P la n s for th ese  program s had been d isc u sse d  and 

p resen ted  pub lic ly  in the North by ab o litio n ists , educators and r e lie f  

organ iza tion s. Som e of the m ore in te lligen t Union o ff ic er s  w ere  the 

r e sp o n sib le  agents in the sch o o ls  for so ld ier s  and freed m en.

At P o rt R oyal, South C arolina, the f ir s t  exp erim en ts in the 

m a ss  education of the freed m en  took p lace w h ile the C ivil War w as 

in p r o g r e ss .

The question  of the estab lishm en t of an agency by the 

governm ent to ca r e  for the needs of the freed m en  was frequently  

before  C o n g re ss, The F re ed m e n 's  Bureau and the F reed m en 's  Bank 

and T ru st Company w e re ch artered  by C ongress in M arch, 1865,
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The B ureau was attached to the War D epartm ent and w as m aintained  

until s e v e r a l y ea r s  a fter the c lo s e  of the C iv il W ar. It su perv ised  

and m anaged a ll abandoned land s, and con trolled  a ll subjects  

re la ting  to re fu g ees  and b la ck s. The education of black people  

b ecam e one of its  sp e c ia l  d u tie s . This organ ization  a s s is te d  in 

estab lish in g  m any sch oo ls  for blacks w hich included many institutions  

of h igher learn in g . G eneral O liver O. Howard w as the co m m issio n er  

of the Bureau and founder of Howard U n iversity  in W ashington, D. C. 

Other sign ificant individuals in the education of the b lack adult during 

the p eriod  1860-1880 w ere F re d e r ick  D ou g lass, black le c tu r e r  and 

an ab olition ist; J . W. A lvord , G eneral Superintendent of Education  

for the F re ed m e n 's  Bureau; G eneral S. C. A rm strong , founder of 

Hampton In stitute, Hampton, V irgin ia.

The F re ed m e n 's  Bank aim ed  to train  b lack b u sin ess  men and 

to encourage b lacks in the acq u isition  of property . Although few  

blacks w e re  em ployed  in the bank when it w as f ir s t  esta b lish ed , an 

in c re a sin g  num ber obtained p osition s a fter 1870. They w e re  

em ployed as te lle r s  and b ookkeepers and w e re trained  to take over  

the com plete operation  of the bank eventually . The bank fa iled  in 

1874 with d ep osits  of fifty -f iv e  m illio n . The f ir s t  announcem ent, 

th er efo r e , of the c lo sin g  of the Bank had a p aralyzin g  effort upon the 

blacks everyw h ere. It w as th eir f ir s t  and la s t  dealing with a bank 

during this period  of tim e .



177

3. What w e re  the m ethods of instru ction  u tilized  by those individuals, 

so c ie t ie s  and c o m m issio n s?

It w as d isco v ered  that m ethods of instru ction  u tilized  by 

ind iv iduals, s o c ie t ie s  and c o m m issio n s to educate b lacks can be 

placed  in one or m ore of the fo llow ing ca tegories:

a. A pprenticesh ip  or on -th e-job  train ing.

This m ethod of in stru ction  w as grea tly  used  by p lantation  

ow ners to in c r e a se  the value of s la v es; th e  F re ed m e n 's  Bank to train  

t e l le r s ,  c le r k s, bookkeepers and b lacks to u ltim ately  take over the 

com plete operation  of the bank; Union and C onfederate A rm y and 

industry  for  physica l and econom ic support of the C ivil W ar. 

In creasin g ly  b lacks cam e to be tra ined  and h ired  out as la b o r er s  for  

the m ilita r y , as cooks, w a g o n ers, te a m ste r s , am bulance d r iv e r s ,  

s tr e tc h e r  b e a r e r s , and h osp ita l attendants. A pprentice trained  

blacks w e re  u tilized  in g reat num bers by the ra ilroad s as brakem en, 

conductors and en g in eers. B lacks w ere  a lso  trained  for  jobs in th e  

m anufacture of gunpowder, r if le s  and heavy ordnance.

b. Rudim entary instru ction  or th ree  R*s, so c ia l and p o litic a l.

The typ ical freed m en 's  sch oo l opened with prayer , scr ip tu re

reading, and singing of hym ns and patrio tic  songs such  as "The 

B attle Hymn of the Republic" and "John Brown, " the sch oo l was  

usua lly  in s e s s io n  from  four to s ix  hours, d ivided equally betw een



178

m orning and afternoon. Many sch ools a lso  held  night c la s s e s .  The 

te a ch ers taught w om en to knit and to sew . With a ll th eir  em phasis  

upon the three R 's and upon p ra ctic a l s k il ls ,  the N orthern  teach ers  

n ev er  lo s t  s ig h t of the true a im  of the en tire  m ovem en t- - "proper  

education  of the freed m an . " In other w ords, teaching did extend  

into the co n tr o v ers ia l f ie ld s  of so cio lo g y  and p o lit ic s . They w ere  

taught to support th eir p o litic a l a ll ie s  by the u se  of the ballot.

c . F r e e  labor

At P o rt R oyal, South C arolina, the f ir s t  exp erim en t with 

fr e e  labor w as tr ie d . The freed m en  w e re  put to work in the f ie ld s  

and in baling and ro lling  cotton . They w e re paid at the ra te  of one 

d ollar fo r  e v e ry  hundred pounds of cotton w hich  they d eliv ere d .

T his was nothing le s s  than an experim ent in freed om  fo r  the ten  

thousand s la v es  who had w orked the long stap le  cotton plantation on 

the South C arolina Sea  Is lan d s. The P o rt Royal ex p er ien ce  estab 

lish e d  p reced en ts for  the transform ation  of ch attels into fr e e  m en, 

so ld ie r s  and c it iz e n s .

d. M ass education

The b lack  conventions w ere com posed  of lead ing black  m en  

of the day, m any of whom  w e re  connected  with b lack n ew sp apers. 

T his accounts for  the im p ortan ce of black papers by the convention  

and th eir sp onsorsh ip  of them . It w as at the conventions that the 

c a lls  fo r  ju stic e  and dem ands for reform  w e re h am m ered  out and
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it w as in the b lack  p r e ss  that th eir  reso lu tion s and proceed ing w ere  

p rinted . Not only did they see k  to p resen t a con sen su s of the b lack  

com m unity, but they w e re  the b a s is  of an organ ized  p o litica l resp o n se  

to A m erica n  r a c ism  and w e re con siderab ly  e ffec tiv e  in uniting the 

black  population. B lack  new sp apers and pam phlets w ere  cru c ia l 

fa c to rs  in bringing le a d e r s  togeth er and in d issem inatin g  inform ation  

about th ese  m e e tin g s .

e. S o c ia liz a tio n  and underground tu toria l instruction  

Many s la v e s  b e liev ed  that education w as the m o st im portant 

elem en t to th e ir  u plift, and they u sed  a ll the opportunities to becom e  

lite r a te  that the in form al sy ste m  afforded them . A house servant  

lea rn ed  through n e c e s s ity  how to d istin gu ish  am ong the d ifferen t  

n ew sp apers h is m a ster  ord ered  h im  to s e le c t ,  and s la v e s  who 

se r v e d  as forem an  had to lea r n  enough to keep a daily  re co r d . As 

the sp read  of a n tis la v e ry  lite r a tu r e  am ong the s la v e s  grew  m ore  

threaten ing, the o ff ic ia l cam p of the p lantation order fought back, 

but the p r a ctic e  of teaching s la v e s  to read  and w rite  m e r e ly  m oved  

underground. F r e d e r ic k  D ou glass kept crum bs of bread  with which  

he bribed  hungry w hite boys into giving h im  le s s o n s  from  W eb ster's  

Spelling  Book. D ou g lass la te r  becam e a fam ous le c tu r e r  and 

a b o litio n ist.
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4. To what exten t did the groups in opposition  to the education of 

blacks su cceed ?

D e sp ite  the sp orad ic efforts by benevolent individuals and 

groups to en lighten  the b lack  m an, th ere had alw ays been at work  

certa in  reaction ary  fo r c e s  which im peded th eir in te llectu a l p ro g re ss . 

Many c itiz en s  opposed th eir  education on the ground that their  

m ental im provem ent w as in c o n siste n t w ith  th eir  p osition  as persons  

held  to s e r v ic e . The teach ing of s la v es  to read  and w r ite  during this 

period  w as s tr ic t ly  forbidden by law  in m any s ta te s .

M aking a llow ance fo r  m any excep tions, th ere w as in general 

a com plete d ivergen ce of opinion betw een the North and South on the 

su bject of education of b lacks at the c lo se  of the C ivil W ar. The 

b e lie fs  of the North in g en er a l, as ex p re ssed  by the m iss io n a r y  

b odies of the churches and the F reed m en 's  Bureau, can fa ir ly  be 

stated  as fo llow s: F ir s t ,  the black m an, having been  re scu ed  from  

the h e ll of s la v e r y  and two and a half cen tur ies of uncom pensated  

to il, w as w orthy of everyth ing that the nation could  bestow  upon him  

by way of reco m p en se , including c itizen sh ip  and a ll the n e c e s sa r y  

m eans to m e et its  requ irem en ts . Second, it w as the p lain  duty of a 

C hristian  nation to d isch a rg e this ob ligation  to freed om  prom ptly by 

providing them  w ith the sa m e m eans of m ental and m ora l develop

m ent that has proved e ffec tiv e  in the advance of w hite peop le . Third, 

the b lack  m an p o s se s s e d  the sam e m ental capacity  as the w h ite man.
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h is apparent m ental in fer io r ity  being due to the debasing e ffec t of 

s la v e r y . F ourth , without education the freed m en  would rapidly  

d egen erate and becom e a national m enace not only to the South but 

to the en tire  nation. F ifth , the South had n either the m eans nor the 

inclination  to offer to the b lack m an, the educational opportunities  

that he needed and d eser v ed  to f it  h im  for c itiz en sh ip . Sixth, on 

the above assu m p tion s, the peop le in the North m u st out of n e c e s s ity  

undertake to prom ote the education  of b lacks in the South.

The South on the other hand held m ixed  v iew s on the subject, 

p ra ctic a lly  a ll of w hich , in the beginning, opposed th ose  held  by the 

N orthern  philan throp ists. Its p o sition  m ay fa ir ly  be d escr ib ed  as 

fo llow s: F ir s t , the l e s s  in te llig e n t w hites opposed any kind of 

education  for b lacks b eca u se  they th em se lv es  lack ed  education and 

could  not bear the idea of b lacks re ce iv in g  education which had been  

up to that tim e the p rero g a tiv e  of the upper c la s s . Second, the e lite  

w h ites in the South r e a liz e d  that so m e kind of education should be 

given  to b lacks, but b e liev ed  that the nature of th is education  should  

be d eterm ined  by the Southern w hite peop le . Third, th ere  w as a 

strong fe e lin g  in the m inds of the Southerners that the N orthern  

te a ch ers in the m iss io n a r y  sch oo ls w ere  teaching b lacks not only to 

a sp ir e  to so c ia l equality but to d is tru st and hate w h ite peop le of the 

South am ong whom  they w ould have to liv e .



182

Opposition to the education of the black m an becam e  

organ ized  with the inception  of the Ku Klux Klan. This organization  

w as used  as an instrum ent of te r r o r ism  d esigned  to frighten  blacks  

and com pel them  to renounce their p o litic a l pow er and to frighten  

N ortherners who w ere supporative of the educational and po litica l 

efforts of the b lack  m an. M urder, whipping and other acts of 

v io len ce  w e re  the intim idation  ta c tics  u sed  by th is organization .

A t the c lo se  of the C iv il War a resid u a l fo r ce  from  the Union 

A rm y rem ained  in the South until 1877 to p ro te ct the b lack man and 

h is su pp orters. Upon the troops' rem ova l, im m edia te ly  the educa

tional and p o litica l d isfra n ch isem en t p ro ce ss  began. The num ber of 

b lacks who could m e et the qualifications fo r  su ffrage w as stead ily  

reduced. S evera l d ev ice s  w e re  used; (1) lite r a c y  and educational 

te s ts  w hich m o st b lacks could not p ass; (2) poll taxes and other 

property  requ irem ents; (3) the application  of the "grandfather"  

c la u se  granting the su ffrage only to th ose w h ose fathers or grand

fa thers had voted b efore 1867. The la s t  d ev ice , of co u rse , barred  

the blacks and s t i l l  m ade it p o ssib le  fo r  uneducated w hites to vote.

L eg is la tu r es  of variou s Southern s ta tes  very  quickly enacted  

law s form ing a s e t  of B lack  Codes w hich gave Southern w hite people  

an e ffec tiv e  tool by which they could r e e sta b lish  the traditional 

p o sition  of the b lack  m an am ong them . Laws a ffecting  the black
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m an w ere m uch m o re str in gen t and r e s tr ic t iv e . The B lack  Codes 

rep la ced  the S lave Codes with litt le  d ifferen ce  betw een the two.

The fr eed m e n 's  sch oo ls  im m edia te ly  began to fe e l  the  

effec ts  of the w ave of an ti-b lack  sen tim ent r e le a se d  by the P r e s i 

dent's R econ stru ction  p o lic y  and the B lack  C odes. The w ave f ir s t  

struck  through the p ro v in c ia l governors whom  L incoln  and Johnson  

had backed. It grad u ally  sp read  through the variou s branches of 

governm ent and in volved  a goodly portion of the public in a c ts  so  

vio len t as to s e r io u s ly  ham per the en tire  educational p rogram .

5. What w e re  the p o lit ic a l, s o c ia l and econom ic reasons that 

gen erated  efforts to educate the b lack  m an and its  d isc o n 

tinuation?

Education cannot be con sid ered  without re fe r e n c e  to the  

s o c ia l, econom ic and p o litic a l m ovem ents in the la r g e r  w orld  of 

w hich  it  form s a part. S o cia l exp erim en t and change do not p roceed  

independently but are  con cern ed  with the sa m e human m a ter ia ls  as 

the econom ic and p o litic a l m ovem en ts . Education sk il ls  and habits 

are not on a sep a ra te  plan from  the b u s in ess  of l i f e  but m u st be 

in tegrated  in the m ore com plete program  of human b etterm en t.

F o r  the m o st part. N orth ern ers fe lt  that they had a m ora l  

ob ligation  to in su re  that b lacks r e c e iv e  so c ia l , p o litic a l and
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econom ic equality . M oreover, in the m inds of many, the hum an

itarian  goal of com plete so c ia liza tio n  w as synonym ous with  

am algam ation  and a ss im ila tio n .

In the f ir s t  year  of the W ar, m any N orthern  b lacks offered  

th eir  s e r v ic e s  to the Union governm ent as s o ld ie r s . But the 

governm ent and the N orthern  peop le co n sid ered  it  a "white m an 's  

War" and re fu sed  to a ccep t the o ffe r s . H ow ever, after con siderab le  

deliberation  and d isc o v er in g  that it  w as econ om ica lly  and p o litic a lly  

b en efic ia l. C on gress in 1862 p a sse d  two a cts  providing fo r  the 

en listm en t of b lack  s o ld ie r s .

In an e ffort to sa v e  the R epublican P a rty , Union troops w e re  

rem oved  from  the South by P re s id e n t R utherford H ayes. A m nesty  

w as granted  to the C onfederate S tates to gain R epublican votes in  

N ational e le c tio n s . The b lack m an w as b etrayed  by h is party and 

m u rd ered  by the opponents of h is party . At the end of the 

reco n stru ctio n  p eriod , w h o lesa le  intim idation  and obstructions le ft  

them  without the ba llo t to g ive them  a sh a re  in m aking the p o lic ie s  

affectin g  them . Som e b la ck s, of c o u r se , m ade s ig n ifica n t s tr id es  

during re co n stru ctio n , 1867-1878. The g reat m a ss  of them , 

how ever, rem ained  im p overish ed , w ith only th eir  labor to s e l l  

under d isadvantaged  conditions.



185

6 , What types of adult education cu rr icu la  did the institutions of 

h igher education for the black m an provide?

During the ea r ly  y e a r s , m any sch oo ls d esignated  as co lleg e s  

w ere concerned  ch iefly  w ith  the teaching of elem en tary , secondary, 

and ind u stria l education  to young adults.

Not long a fter  the C iv il War a con flict of p hilosoph ies a ro se  

concern ing the type of education the em ancipated  s la v e  should  

r e c e iv e . The New England te a c h e r s , who w e re  actua lly  doing m ost 

of the teaching of b lacks at the tim e , fe lt  that b lacks should be given  

the sam e type of education that they th em se lv es  had re ce iv e d , which  

w as m o stly  c la s s ic a l  in n ature. They taught b lacks that way and 

a s s is te d  in starting  se v e r a l lib e ra l arts in stitu tion s. Many of the 

Southern w hites did not want b lacks to r e c e iv e  any type of education; 

but s in c e  they w e re  no longer in con tro l, they would to lera te  giving 

them  som e form  of ind u stria l tra in ing . About 1868, G eneral S. 

Chapman A rm strong advocated  the teaching of b lacks the sam e type 

of trades that they had been  taught during s la v e r y . He developed  

the Hampton N orm al and Industrial School to ca r ry  out h is ideas of 

industria l education. Manual labor w as a v ita l part of this new  

institution . Manual labor w as requ ired  of a ll students, for the sake  

of d isc ip lin e , in stru ction , and the defrayal of ex p en ses .
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7. Was th ere  a national sy ste m a tic  effort to en lighten  the black  

m an? What w as the attitude of the governm ent?

During the period  from  I860- 1880, th ere  was not a national 

sy s te m a tic  effort to  educate the b lack  m an. H ow ever, for so c ia l, 

econ om ic , p o litic a l and m o ra l re a so n s many N orth ern ers can be  

cr ed ited  w ith so m e s u c c e ss  in attem pting to educate the black m an. 

The fe d e ra l governm ent m ade p ro v is io n s for  th eir  education through  

the Union A rm y, F re ed m e n 's  B ureau and the F re ed m e n 's  Bank 

w hich have a lready  been  d isc u sse d . The governm ent a lso  m ade  

p ro v is io n  for  the education  of b lacks through the F ir s t  M orrill A ct 

of 1862. This a ct granted  to each s ta te , th irty thousand a cr es  of 

public land per sen ator  and rep r esen ta tiv e  in C on gress.

This A ct au thorized  the p urch ase of apparatus, m achin ery , 

textb ooks, re fe r e n c e  books, and m a ter ia ls  u sed  for the purpose of 

instruction ; and fo r  the paym ent of sa la r ie s  of in stru cto r s  in the 

branches of learn in g sp ec ifie d  by Land-G rant A ct.

U nfortunately the A ct did not provide fo r  a d iv is io n  of fe d e ra l  

funds on ra c ia l l in e s .  A s a r e su lt  of th is o m iss io n , the funds 

r e c e iv e d  w e re , in m o st c a s e s ,  u sed  fo r  the developm ent of th ose  

c o lle g e s  from  w hich b lacks w e re  excluded. Shortly a fter  the C ivil 

W ar, only three s ta te s  s e t  a sid e  a portion  of the funds fo r  the
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support of land -grant co lleg e s  to se r v e  the b lack population, 

M iss is s ip p i, V irgin ia and South C arolina.

8. What ro le  did the agricu ltu ral so c ie t ie s  p lay in the education  

of b lack m en?

A num ber of the black institutions of h igher education and 

the P o rt Royal experim ent had agricu ltu ra l orien ted  cu rr icu la . 

H ow ever, the investiga tor  found no ev id en ce of agricu ltu ra l  

so c ie t ie s .

9. W ere th ere educational a ct iv it ie s  provided fo r  the p h ysica lly  

handicapped b lack m an such  as the deaf, m u te , and blind?

The investiga tor  was unable to find any su bstan tia l evidence  

to support the notion that education was provided  fo r  the p hy sica lly  

handicapped b lack adult. One can a ssu m e that the educational 

efforts w ere  d irec ted , in la rg e , tow ard the "normal" black  or that 

th is re p r esen ts  an o versigh t by h is to r ia n s .

10. What types of m a ss  education w e re provided, e .g .  n ew sp apers, 

pam phlets and conventions.

The b lack convention m ovem ent began in 1830 and la sted  

until the end of the n ineteenth  century. T hese conventions w ere
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com posed  of lead ing black m en of the day, m any of whom  w ere  

connected  with b lack n ew sp a p ers. This accounts for the im portance  

of black  p apers by the convention  and their sp onsorsh ip  of them .

P ap ers p a ssed  from  hand to hand or w ere  posted  in com m on  

m eetin g  p la c es . In th is w ay, a s in g le  paper m ay have been read  by 

a hundred peop le . It w as at the conventions that the c a lls  for ju stic e  

and dem ands for re form  w e r e  h am m ered  out and it w as in the black  

p r e ss  that th eir  reso lu tio n s and p roceed ings w ere  printed .

A t the end of the C iv il W ar, this institution  w as ca r ried  to 

the South, and during R e con stru ction  such  conventions of black  

p eop le w e re  com m on o c c u r r e n c e s . The black  p r e ss  w as a cruc ia l 

fa c to r  in beinging lea d er s  togeth er  and in d issem in atin g  inform ation  

about th ese  m e etin g s . Along with th e founding of n ew spapers in the 

p o s t-C iv il War period  cam e a flood  of pam phlets.

C onclusion

Long b efore  the C ivil War the prob lem  of b lack  education had 

engaged the attention  of m any p erso n s of both the North and South.

A s a m a tter  of fa c t, th ere  had been  a continued in te r e s t  in the 

education  of b lacks from  the tim e of their introduction into the 

c o lo n ies  as s la v e s .

The gen era l sen tim en t fo r  the education  of b lack s, the 

m ovem en t fo r  sp ec ia l b lack sch o o ls  in the various counties of the
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N orthern  s ta te s , the a c t iv it ie s  of philanthropic s o c ie t ie s ,  the 

a c t iv it ie s  of the a b o litio n is ts , the underground ra ilroad , and the 

s p e c if ic  m iss io n a r y  m ovem en ts of the various re lig io u s  denom in

ations each  contributed  in its  own w ay to the gen era l m ovem ent for  

the education of b lacks p r io r  to the C ivil War.

The m ovem en t for  the education of b lacks becam e so  

s ig n ific a n t that s la v e  h o ld ers found it n e c e s sa r y  to com bat it by 

m eans of le g is la tio n . It w as fe lt  that the black man as an educated  

p rop erty  h o ld er , a su c c e s s fu l m ech an ic , or a p ro fe ss io n a l m an, 

th reaten ed  and underm ined the s la v e  sy ste m . D esp ite  ad v erse  

le g is la tio n , m any b lacks acq u ired  the rudim ents of education even  

in the s la v e  s ta te s . Som e s la v e s  w e re  taught se c r e t ly  by m em b ers  

of th eir m a s te r 's  fa m ily  and others learned  from  one another.

Many p lantations tended to b ecom e se lf-su sta in in g  w or ld s, 

and the s la v e s  tra in ed  for  e ffec tiv e  se r v ic e  cam e to have h igher  

v a lue . Inevitably they cam e to lea r n  o n -th e-job  how to grow  

tob acco , r ic e , su gar, and cotton; how to ca re  fo r  the fie ld s; they  

lea rn ed  how to b ecom e d o m estic  ser v a n ts , ca r p e n ters , b akers, 

coachm en , b la c k sm ith s, s a i lo r s ,  co o p er s, harbor p ilo ts , brick  

m a so n s , cabinet m a k er s, and s e a m s tr e s se s .  Many of th ese  

occupations requ ired  an a b ility  to read , and so m e of them  a lso  

requ ired  an elem en tary  know ledge of num bers and m easu rem en t.
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In other w ords, they learned  how to perform  the m ajor portion of 

the m anual labor of the South fo r  w hich m o st w hite m en  p o sse s se d  

a life lo n g  a v er s io n .

In m o s t c a se s  if  a w h ite m an w anted a house built, he 

co n su lted  a b lack  m ech anic about the plan and about the actual 

building of the s tru ctu re . If he w anted a su it of clo th es m ade, he 

w ent to a b lack  ta ilo r , and for sh oes he w ent to a shoem aker of the 

sa m e  r a c e . In a certa in  w ay, ev e ry  s la v e  plantation w as an 

in d u str ia l sch o o l. H ow ever, th is train ing w as crude, and w as g iven  

fo r  s e lf is h  p urposes. S lave ow ners w e re  only concerned  with the 

tra in ing  of the hands and not the m inds of the black m an.

The gen era l them e of B lack  H istory  in A m erica  betw een  

I860 and 1880 w as "F reedom  and E ducation, " T h ese  two elem en ts  

w e r e  v iew ed  as m o st s ig n ifica n t for  th eir uplift. It is  ex trem ely  

d ifficu lt to s e t  a proper e s t im a te  upon the ro le  of the educational 

effo rts  of b lack  and w hite philanthropic organ iza tion s, the Union and 

C onfederate A rm y, individuals and p rivate organ izations and m a ss  

m edia . O vera ll, th ese  organ ization s touched ev ery  area  of the l iv e s  

of black  m en . T hese organ iza tion s cared  for th eir p hysica l needs 

by issu in g  food  and r e lie f  su p p lie s . They fu rn ished  hosp ita l care  

fo r  the infirm  and insane, and e sta b lish e d  sh e lte r  for  the aged  and 

orphans. A ttem pts w e re  a lso  m ade to regu la te labor conditions and
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acted  in behalf of the black m an in m a tter s  involving c iv il and le g a l  

rig h ts , but w ith in  the total effort, educational a c t iv it ie s  r e ce iv e d  

the m ajor sh a re  of attention  and of fin ance.

Although th ere  w ere  so m e notew orthy excep tions, the fo rm er  

plan ters and s la v e-o w n e rs  w orked as a group in d ir ec t opposition  to 

the plan to educate b la c k s . E ven w hile using so m e of the fa c il it ie s  

and se r v ic e s  of the F re ed m e n 's  B ureau to further th eir own pur

p o s e s , opposition  to the actual ex iste n c e  of the B ureau rem ained.

The p rese n c e  of the Bureau, supported by Union so ld ier s  was 

looked  upon as unw arranted invasion  and o p p ressio n , reducing the 

a re a  to the sta tus of conquered province occup ied  by a v ictor iou s  

arm y. And in its  opposition  and resen tm ent ag a in st the Bureau, the 

apparent goa ls of the educational a c t iv it ie s  s ee m ed  the m o st  

objectionab le e lem en t.

The h o s tility  to the education of the b lacks by te a ch ers from  

the North did not s e e m  to have been part of any gen eral pattern  of 

r esen tm en t. The reaction  to N orthern m en who cam e South to 

engage in b u s in ess  w as not ho s t i le - -m a n y  N orth ern ers w orked th ere  

w ith  im punity and s u c c e s s .  N orthern  cap ita l and en te rp r ise  w ere  

w elcom ed , but the education a c t iv it ie s  w e re  opposed  as rad ical 

propaganda for  so c ia l  equality and as an u lter io r  sch em e to control 

the vote of the b la c k s.
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The F re ed m e n 's  Bureau was crea ted  in 1865. Its f ir s t  d irec t  

educational appropriation  was m ade in 1866. Its la s t  a llotm ent had 

been  a ssig n e d  by the m id d le of 1870. Thus its  educational p rogram  

covered  not m o r e  than fiv e  y e a r s . When the Bureau was term inated , 

it w as recogn ized  even  then that there had not been a su ffic ien tly  

long period  of operation  to prove or d isp rove its  plan. The trouble  

w a s, to be su r e , that m aintaining sch oo ls in the fa c e  of lo ca l  

h o stility  requ ired  the p rese n c e  of troops.

F rom  th ese  efforts th ere em erged  a c la s s  of sch oo ls engaged  

in providing the rudim ents and higher education for b lacks. It cannot 

be denied that m any m ista k es w e re  m ade in projecting  the education  

of b la c k s. The need  w as im m ediate and p ress in g . A s a r e su lt ,  

a lm o st every  re lig io u s s e c t  and m any other philanthropic organ i

za tio n s, arou sed  to the h ig h est pitch of m iss io n a r y  z e a l by the 

trem endous m o ra l fo r c e s  resu ltin g  from  the a n ti-s la v e r y  agitation  

and the War rushed  to the South to give help  of a ll kinds to the 

freed m en  w h er ev er  the need  see m ed  g r e a te s t and in w hatever  

m anner it could be m o st sp eed ily  ad m in istered .

One of the unfavorable re su lts  of th is situation  was the  

duplication  of e ffort in so m e p laces  with the consequent n eg lec t in 

other le s s  favored  lo c a l i t ie s .  Another w as that, w ith so  m any  

a g en cie s  w orking w ith  fr en zied  ze a l, often spurred  on by denom in

ational m o tiv es  of conquest, th ere was l it t le  inclination  to study the
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situation  ca refu lly  and to apply aid in accord ance with the findings.

A th ird  is  found in the overem p h asis  of individual denom inational 

va lu e s . Under such  con d ition s, how ever, it  probably w ould have 

been  ex trem ely  d ifficu lt to ch oose a ltern a tiv e  approaches.

When one co n sid e rs  the appalling nature of the tasks that 

fo r ced  th ose who undertook the b u sin ess  of r e l ie f  in the South during  

the period  of 1860-1880, the ex ten s iv e  te rr ito ry  to be covered , the 

v a st num ber of freedm en th irstin g  for en lightenm ent, the chaotic  

econom ic and so c ia l  conditions p reva ilin g  in that region , and the 

d iffer en ce  in the attitudes of the w hite peop le of the two sec tio n s  

tow ard the education  of b la c k s , it appears that th ere was litt le  

opportunity fo r  the form u lation  of any com preh en sive  sch em e of 

education .

The b ehavior of N orthern  w h ites tow ard the black m an during  

th is period  w as p a ter n a listic  and m iss io n a r y  in nature. Doubts s t i l l  

rem ain  as to how s in c e r e  th is group w as about the notion that "blacks 

should  be so c ia lly  and p o litic a lly  equal to w h ites . " U ltim ately  th ese  

two supposed ly  opposing groups (N orthern w hites and Southern  

w h ites ) , joined  fo r c e s  in the attem pt to continually keep  the b lack  

m an in a subordinate p osition . A m nesty  w as granted  Southern  

sta te s  and the resid u a l Union troops w e re  rem oved  from  the South, 

thus providing the opportunity for  the South to en act B lack  C odes.
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T h ese  co lla b o ra tiv e  g estu r es  m ay w e ll rep r esen t the efforts by the 

N orth and South to further su p p re ss  the black m an.

H ow ever, the m o st susta in in g  benefit of th ese  organ izations 

during this p eriod  of tim e w as the inception  of a la r g e  num ber of 

black institu tion s of h igh er lea rn in g . The b e lie f by m any w hites that 

b lacks w e re  in fer io r  and that education  would m ake them  no longer  

content, em anated  from  p rejud ice and r a c ism . The fa ilu r e  of 

a u th orities to develop  a national sy ste m a tic  sch em e to in su re that 

blacks would r e c e iv e  education con tin ously  has contributed  to the 

ra c e  p o lar iza tion  which fa c es  us today.

F uture R e sea rc h

S ev er a l a re a s for  fu ture r e se a r c h  w hich  m ay prove p rofitab le  

fo r  the educational h isto ria n  a r o se  during the co u rse  of this study. 

They are:

1. Educational a c t iv it ie s  provided  for  the p h y sica lly  

handicapped black  adult such  as deaf, m u te , and b lind.

2. R ole of the a g ricu ltu ra l s o c ie t ie s  in the education of the 

black  adult.

3. The co v e rt adult education  effort m ounted by w hite and 

black  adults in the teach ing of b lack  s la v e s .

4 . The adult b a sic  education  a c t iv it ie s  of the P ro testa n t 

church during the p eriod , 1619-1880.

5. Industria l education in  black  institu tion s of h igher learning.





TH E O H IO  STATE U N IV E R SIT Y

S evera l of us e re  ga thering  d a ta  on the h is to ry  of h’egro 
ad u lt education . In_rev ie"ir.g  the  h is to ry  o f a d u lt education,

Our a ttc r .p t then i s  to  in te g ra te  the  tr/o h is to r ie s  in  hope 
th a t  a more d e sc r ip tiv e  a n a ly s is  o f th e  f ie ld  as a v.hnle f i l l ,  r e s u l t .  
The d i f f ic u l ty  in  occonnlish ing  th i s  ta sk  l i e s  in  tnc  h is to r ic a l  
r e ssa rc h -a u th e r .tic ity , a v a ila b le  l i t e r a r y  sources e tc .  I f  you 
coitld suggest p rin te d  m a te r ia ls , t e  teu ld  be g ra te fu l .

Thank you fo r  yo-jr cooperation . A rep ly  t i l l  ho appreoioted.

Leo I'icGee
IDT Research P ro je c t



T H E  O H IO  STATE U N IV E R S IT Y

September 21, 1971

I am attem pting tc  do a study e n t i t le d  " Adult Education for tlia Bli 
Ken During the Ante Eel Inn, C ivil War and Reconstruction Period, 1S6C-
1880-------  An H isto rica l Study of t i e  Types." THe need for th is  kind
of research  appears to  bo g rea t. Today tlic position  of A fro-Arxrican 
h is to ry  as an important sogir.ent of American h is to ry  has become e s tab 
lished . Without being exposed to a complete h is to ry  n e ith e r  black 
studen ts nor white students a re  educated fo r the r e a l i t ie s  of l i f e .

The re su l ts  of th is  study wi 11 bring add itiona l knoviledge to  tire 
f ie ld  of adult education and to  education in general. Educators w ill 
be provided w ith  a usefu l supplementary tool which may a s s i s t  thsra 
in o rganizing the pusL, curriculum  development, conceptu; I iz a tlo .i  and 
ad.m inistralion of adu lt basic cducatio.i programs.

In order to  gather ou then tic  da ta, inqu irie s  a rt being sent to  
in s t i tu t io n s  and agencies requesting  information rela ted  to  the above 
t i t l e .  I would app recia te  receiv ing  any information and/or suggestions 
concerning th is  study . Your considera tion  would be g rea tly  app recia ted .

S incere ly ,

^  Leo McGee
Coordinator o f Student 
Field Experience



NORTH CAROLINA AGRICULTURAL AND TECHNICAL 
STATE UNIVERSITY 

. ' ■ . GP-EENSBORO 27411
OtlUSK EK K
A dult E ducation and Box G-25
Community S e rv ice s  Jan u a ry  22, 1969

Mr. Leo McGee 
MDT RESEARCH PROJECT 
The Ohio S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
29 West W oodruff Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210

D ear Mr. McGee:

We a re  p lea sed  to  le a rn  o f your i n t e r e s t  in  g a th e r in g  da te  r e l a t i v e  
to  th e  Negro in  A dult E duca tion . To a la rg e  e x te n t ,  v ir i t e r s ,  i n 
c lu d in g  h is to r i a n s ,  have o verlockcd  t h i s  s ig n i f ic a n t  a sp ec t o f 
ed u ca tio n  in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s .

During th e  R eco n s tru c tio n  e r a ,  a s i g n i f ic a n t  member o f freedmen 
o b ta in ed  a t  l e a s t  some form al ed u ca tion  through evening s tu d ie s  
and s p e c ia l  c la s s e s  f o r  a d u l ts  as w e ll as the  youth . Evidence 
su g g es ts  th a t  th e  f i r s t  s tu d ie s  were in  the  f i e l d  o f  l i b e r a l  a r t s .  
I n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  became im p o rtan t a l i t t l e  l a t e r .  The church took 
th e  lead  in  p ro v id in g  ed u c a tio n a l o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  A v a s t p ro p o rtio n  
o f  th e  a d u lt  l e a rn e r s  w anted to  le a rn  how to  read  th e  b ib le  and 
many a ttem pted  to  p rep a re  f o r  the m in is t ry .  Thus, A dult E ducation 
a s  v.'c nov; knov; i t ,  v/as ex trem ely  im p o rtan t to  th e  form er s la v e s .

I  am tak in g  th e  l i b e r t y  to  make an extended comment about Negroes 
in  A dult E ducation to  su g g est some a re a s  to  be e x p lo red . In  th e  
p h ra se  "Negro in  A dult Education" i s  more m eaningfu l than  "Negro 
A du lt E ducation ."

V aluab le  in fo rm a tio n , in  su p p o rt o f my comments, can be found in  
th e  w r i t in g s  o f Booker T. W ashington. Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  which he 
founded, gave s e r io u s  a t te n t io n  to  A dult Education  o f f e r in g s  du ring  
i t s  e a r ly  h is to r y .  A lso , r e p o r t s  o f th e  freed m en 's  a id  s o c ie ty  o f  
th e  M ethodist church i s  a r ic h  source o f in fo rm a tio n .

Thank you fo r  your in q u iry .  P lea se  l e t  us know i f  we can be o f 
f u r th e r  a s s is ta n c e  in  your most in t e r e s t i n g  s tudy .

■ Very t r u ly  yours,

B. W. H a r r is ,  Chairman 
A dult Education  and 
Community S e rv ic e s



TO Ü G A LO O  C O LLEG E  
Tougaloo. M is s is s ip p i  m n  

Januaiy 24, 196S

i!r. le o  IfcGee 
Manpower Development and 
Train ing  Research P ro je c t 
The Ohio State U n ive rsity  
29 West WoodrUif Avenue 
Colambus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

In  rep ly  to  your request concerning da ta  on Kcgro a d u lt education , 
I  l ik e  to  r e fe r  you to  the follovâng ngenciea and sources, some 
of which you nay have a lready  contacted:

2. Southern Regional Council
5 Porsytli S t re e t ,  A tla n ta , Georgia

5. The Joum al on Negro Educetir.a

6. The Joum al on Negro H istory

7. The C r is i s , the p ub lica tion  of the  ItlACP

X am sure th a t you v â l l  f ind  in  the  Journal on Negro Education: a l 1 
the  references you need in  t h i s  a rea . I f  I  come across a d d itio n a l 
m a te r ia ls , i t  w ill  be a p leasure  fo r me to  send them to  you. I  
suggest th a t  you ge t a l i s t  of the  Negro s ta te  co lleges and Negro 
ju n io r  c o lleges. I am sure  th a t  many of them have a d u lt education  
courses and w ill be able to  give you valuab le  in form ation and 
m a te r ia ls .

Sincere ly  your

Eb/ c E rn st Borinski



T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  OF  C H I C A G O
CHICAGO • ILLINOIS «0637

January 27, 15C9

Mr. Leo McGoe 
MDT Research Project 
The Ohio State University 
1945 North High Street 
Coluinbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

In response to ycur letter concerning Negrp adult 
education, I would like to say that it is my impression 
that this subject received some sporadic attention 
during the whole period from the 1920s to the present 
time. Certainly it was discussed at many meetings of 
adult educational groups and I believe that you might 
find references in the early Handbooks of adult 
education published by the American Association of 

....Adult Education, Also the journal of that association 
which continued from about 1929 until about 1941 might 
well be a source. A bit later, just after the war, 
there was also much attention to this topic and I 
remember that one of the educational journals devoted 
a whole issue to it. I should suppose that a thorough 
search of the literature of adult education and of the 
references in Education Index would turn up a good deal 
of material on the topic. I am not sure that this 
material dealt with actual history but it does, of 
course, provide some evidence on the thinking on the 
subject at several times in tlie history of the American 
movement.



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL 

ADULT EDUCATION 
1201 IGth Street. N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036

January 31, 1969

KOI Research Project 
The Ohio State University 
College of Education 
29 West Woodruff Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Hr. McGee:

Dr. William P. Brazziel, Director of Gener 
College, Norfolk, Virginia. He published 
the Negro Worker" In the Journal of Negro

w

1 Education, Virginia State 
paper "Manpower Training and 

ducation. Winter 1966.

Department of Education, Tuskegee In stitu te, Tuskegee, Alabama.

A eopy of the HDTA Program Statistics for September 1962 - Nov 
is  enclosed. You w ill note this includes the percentages of n 
enrollees.

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs.) Dorothy Albert 
Technical Information Specialist 
NEA Adult Education Clearinghouse

OF THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
, PiMidint, TienlM, Nw Itrnr • NaymmKl T. McCrll, PreiidtntElKl, Srn Joie, till 
ittulire Seucljir • Jaran ». Dorlind, Aswiiti SwraUry, Wjihinilon 0.



THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY  
TALLAHASSEE 32306

January 31, 1969

Mr. Leo McGee 
MDT Research Project 
29 West Woodruff Avenue 
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Hr. McGee:

In response to your letter I am enclosing the mime’o 
material, "A Preliminary History of Adult Eduation 
in Florida" which may be of some help to you.

Dr. William H. Puder's dissertation, "A Study of the 
Types of Adult Education Existing in the Confederate 
States of America February 1861 to May 1865," June 
1968, Florida State University is available only 
on micro-film here at Florida State University.'
This may also prove to be. of some help to you.

Sincerely,



Southern R?*ona] Council,-k
S fORSYIH S1MET, N. ^  ,^^^TUWA-JSORol* 30:

\ 7 ^  ^

Match 13, 1969

Hr. Leo McGee 
Manpower Development and 

Train ing  
The Ohio S ta te  U n ive rsity  
29 West Woodruff Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Lav My Burden Down, by B. A. Botkin 
Black Metropolis, by Drake and Clayton • 
The Negro Revolt, by Louis E. Lomax

1 be of fu r th e r

S ince re ly  you rs ,

(Mrs.) D oris Reed 
Research Department



D IVISIO N OF 
A D U L T EDUCA H O N  SERVICE Gtotje 0. Fischer, President Sam M. Lambert. Eaecutiae Secretary 

A pril 1, 1969

Mr. Leo McGee 
MDT Research P ro je ct
The Ohio S ta te  U n ive rsity  . . '
College of Education 
29 Vest Woodruff Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

Thank you fo r re tu rn in g  our evaluation  form. . We have located  an a d d itio n 
a l  document which may be u se fu l to  you.

An a b s trac t of th is  rep o r t i s  enclosed: A Study of the P a tte rn s o f Adult
Education in  Selected Negro Churches by Sherman N. Webster.

We hope th is  inform ation w i l l  be of help to  you. I f  w 
ass is ta n c e , p lease  do not h e s i ta te  to  vrrite  to  us.

may be of f u rth e r

Enclosure

S ince re ly  yours

Richard W. C ortrigh t 
D irec to r, The Clearinghouse 

and S pec ia l P ro jects

A Time for E ducational S ta tesm anship



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION. AND WELFARE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20201

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Mr. McGee:

The h is to ry  o f Negro ad u lt education Is  not to  be found in  conventional 
p la ce s. For p rin te d  m a te r ia ls , I  suggest the  fo llow ing:

2. G allagher, B uell G. American Caste and the Negro C ollege.
Columbia U n ive rsity  P ress . New York, 1938. p .319

3 . Wesley, Charles H. Edueation fo r C itizensh ip  In a Democracy.
Journal o f Negro Education, Vol. X, No. 1, Jan. 1941. pp 68-79.

4 . H ilkerson, D A. Special Problems of Negro Education, S ta f f  Study
prepared fo r the  Advisory Committee on Education. U.S. Government 
P r in tin g  O ffice , Washington, D .C., 1939. p. 163.

5. Drake, J .  F. An Experiment in  Adult Education. The N ational
Outlook Among Negroes. 2:25-8, May 1939.

S incere ly  yours.

Edward W. Brice 
A ss is tan t to  A ss is tan t Secre tary  

fo r  Education

Mr. Leo McGee 
MDT Research P ro jec t 
College of Education 
The Ohio S ta te  U n iversity  
1945 North High S t re e t  
Columbus, Ohio 43210



C H IC A G O  H IS T O R IC A L  SO C IK T Y  • Xorth Avenue and Clark Street, Chicago, llUnois

m #3" . WcphooelilchlfMÎ̂ COO

November 18, 1971

Dear Mr. McGee:

Our p rin ted  and manuscript c o lle c tio n s  contain a 
good deal of m a teria l concerning Negro education. However 
we cannot take the considerable time necessary to  locate  
th a t po rtion  dealing  w ith your top ic  and time period .

We w ill  be glad to  a s s i s t  you o r a member of your s ta f f  
i f  you should v is i t  Chicago. L ibrary  hours are  from n ine  to 
f iv e , Tuesday through Saturday.

Barbara C. Danemark 
A ssis tan t Reference 

L ib rarian

Mr. Leo McGee 
C ollege of Education 
Ohio S ta te  U niversity  
1945 N. High S tre e t 
Columbus, Ohio 45210

TKVSTET.S: B0..0 II



T h e  S t a t e  H is t o r ic a l  s o c ie t y  o f  M is s o u r i
COLUMBIA

November 19, 1971

Mi . Leo McGee
C o ord ina to r o f S tudent F ie ld  Experience 
C ollege of E ducation 
The Ohio S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

You a re  most welcome to  v i s i t  our L ib rary  to  study  our
m a te r ia ls  on " M u lt  Education fo r  the  Black Man................. "
We a re  open from 8 - 4 j3 0  d a i ly  excep t Saturdays and Sundays,

I  doubt i f  we have much on " a d u lt"  ed u ca tio n , which means 
p robab ly  co n tin u in g  education  a f t e r  c o lle g e  or s im ultaneous 
ed u ca tio n  w ith  w orking. We have q u ite  a b i t  on Negro c o l le g e s ,  
p u b lic  sch o o ls , e t c .  At 10 c e n ts  a page, we can xerox pages 
from a  fo ld e r  w herein we have l i s t e d  our holdings on b lack  
h is to r y  -  w ith  such d iv is io n s  a s  M issouri Mewsuapers, A r t ic le s  
from our p u b l ic a t io n ,  MISSOURI HISTORICAL REVIEW, M anuscrip ts 
m a te r ia ls .  Higher E ducation , e t c .  I  suggest th a t  you 
read  "One Hundred Years o f Negro E ducation in  S t. C h a r l e s . , . . .  " 
from o f f i c i a l  m inutes of the Board o f Education , 1955, which 
would c o s t about 50 c e n ts . T his study was compiled by 
S tephen E la c k h u rs t.  Also "Four Years of F rogress w ith  
M issouri P u b lic  Schools fo r  the  N egro," J e ffe rso n  C ity , 1939, 
which would c o s t §4.00 to  xerox .

W. S. Savage wrote a HISTORY OF LINCOLN UNIVERSITY, c o p y rig h t,
1939» which you may s t i l l  nurchase from the U n iv e rs ity  a t  
J e f f e r s o n  ^ i t y .  The JOURNAL 0? NEGRO HISTORY, Volume 5, 
has a study  by Henry S u lliv an  W illiam s on "The Development 
o f the Negro P u b lic  School System in  M isso u ri,"L a n c a s te r , 
P en n sy lv an ia , 1920,

We have b u l l e t i n s  from Douglass U n iv e rs ity  and ca ta lo g u e  from 
George R. Smith C o llege , S e d a lia , Mo, 1894-1901, 1910-1914, 
t h e i r  Yearbooks, 1903-190?; A p r il ,  1906, and a I 900- 19OI 
annua l announcement.

We have A HISTORY OF NEGRO EDUCATION IN THE SOUTH, from I 619 to  
th e  P re se n t, by Henry A llen B u llock , Cambridge, 196?; the  HISTORY
OP THE NEGRO IN MEDICINE, by H erb ert K on tfo rt M orais, New York, I 967.

W ithout your own p e rso n a l a p p ra is a l  o f our ho ld ings i t  would be
d i f f i c u l t  to  su g g est what i s  here p e r t in e n t  to  your to p ic .
There a re  many g raduate  s tu d e n ts  in  h is to ry  a t  the U n iv e rs ity  of 
M isso u ri, Columbia, who a re  f a m i l ia r  w ith  our books on th e  b lack  
man, because thay  have a c tu a l ly  used  them.

S in c e re ly  yours

R eference L ib ra ry  (M ;s.) H -n r ie t t 'i  Krause



DILLARD UNIVERSITY • NEW ORLEANS • LOUISIANA * 70122

CLIFTON H. JOHNSON, Director

Hovember 19, 1971

Mr. Leo KoGoe
Coordinator o f  Student F ie ld  Experience
150 Arps H all
The Ohio S ta te  T Iniversity
19lt5 North High S tre e t
Columbus, Ohio 1(3210

Bear Mr. McGee:

In  response to  your l e t t e r  o f  November 1$, I  ccn assure  you 
th a t  you w il l  find, th e  A rchives o f  th e  American M issionary 
A ssociation  most va luab le  f o r  your study of ad u lt education 
fo r  Negroes. In  a d d itio n  to  e stab l ish in g  schools and co lleges 
i n  the  South during th e  C iv il War and R econstruction pe riod  
th e  A. M. A. conducted education programs fo r  Negro so ld ie rs  
and many o f  th e i r  schools, even a t  th e  elementary le v e l ,  were 
a ttended  by a d u lts .

• The Amistad Research Center holds th e  Archives o f  the  American 
M issionary A ssociation , inc lud ing  correspondence and re p o r ts  
from te ac h ers . The Center a lso  holds a run o f the  American 
M issionary Magazine and the  Annual Reports o f the  A ssociation . 
We would be happy to  have you v i s i t  th e  Center and use these  
m a te r ia ls .

Sincerely y

C lifto n  H. Johnson 

CHJ/pr



m ,

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Paul, Mrnnaolj S5101 221-6126

November 22, 1971

Mr. Leo HoGee
Coordinator of S tudent F ie ld  Experience
C ollege o f Education
The Ohio S ta te  U n iversity
19lf5 N orth High S tre e t
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee :

There i s  only one l i s t i n g  in  our card cata log  fo r Negroes -  
E ducation. Enclosed i s  a  copy o f  the  inventory to  th a t  c o llec tio n . 
U nfortunate ly , the  sm all r o l l  o f  f ilm s lid es  does not c ir c u la te .  We 
have se v e ra l o ther c o llec tio n s  th a t  mention educational e f f o r t s  fo r 
colored ' ch ild ren . Some mention o f  ad u lt education might be found, 
bu t such a  research  to p ic  i s  too lengthy  fo r our lim ite d  s t a f f .

Are you acquainted v/ith Dr. Huguet, the novel w ri tte n  in  I 890 
by Ig n a tiu s  Donnelly to  explain to  white American what i t  meeint to  
be a Negro? I t  was published in  the  f a l l  of I 891.

S ince re ly  yours,

Mrs. Ruby J .  Sh ields 
Chief o f Reference 
Ifenuscripts Department

EJS/jk

Enclosure

Founded 1849 • The oldest Institution in the state



UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COLUMBIA. S. C. 28208

Mh CwofcoBo ubrarf 23 November 1971

Mr. Leo McGee
Coordinator of Student F ie ld  Experience 
Ohio S ta te  U niversity  
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

In rep ly  to  your l e t t e r  of November 15, we re g re t to  
re p o r t th a t we cannot c i te  a l l  o f  the  sp e c if ic  items in  our 
co lle c tio n  which may be p e rtin e n t to your study. Please  
l e t  me suggest th a t you look over the foo tno tes and b ib l io 
graphies of the follow ing works fo r m a te ria l in  our c o lle c 
tio n  which may be u se fu l:

W illie  Lee Bose, R ehearsal fo r  R econstruction. 1954.
Jo e l Williamson, A fter S lave ry , Chapel H il l ,  1965.
A. R. Taylor, The Negro in  South Carolina during Re

co n stru ctio n . Washington, 1924.
George T in d a ll, South Carolina Negroes, 1877-1900.

Columbia, S. C ., 1952.
Lewis K. McMillan, Negro Higher Education in  the

S ta te  o f  South C aro lin a . 1952.

The follow ing published guides should a lso  prove h e lp 
f u l :  J .  H. E asterby, A Guide to  the Study and Reading o f
South Carolina H isto ry , and John Hammond Moore, Research 
M aterial in South C aro lina, a Guide.

We have rec en tly  purchased the  m icrofilm  o f the  S. C. 
portion  o f  the Papers o f  th e  American Missionary A ssoc iation , 
housed a t  Fisk U n iversity . I  am sure you w ill find  th is  to  
be a r ich  source fo r your s tudy.

S incere ly  yours,

E. L. X nabinett, L ibrarian
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

National Archives and Records Service 
Wcshingion, D.C. 2040S

November 23, 1971

Mr. le o  McGee
Student F ie ld  Experience O ffice 
Hie Ohio S ta te  U n ive rsity  
19h$ North High S tre e t 
Columbus, Ohio 1*3210

D ear Mr. McGee:

The N ational Archives i s  the  de p o sito iy  o f  the  records o f  th e  Government 
o f th e  U nited S ta te s . Unless the  Federal Government was connected, 
d i r e c t ly  o r  in d ir e c t ly ,  >ri.th a d u lt education , the re  would be no r e le 
v an t reco rds he re .

Please examine the  two enclosures c a r e f u l ly .  I f  you lo c a te  groups o f  
reco rds th a t  you th in k  are  p e r t i n e n t ,  l e t  me know and I ' l l  t r y  to  
g ive  you more sp e c if ic  inform ation  about th e  composition o f  any record  
groups.

S in ce re ly  yours,

ROBERT I .  CEARffi 
S p e c ia l i s t ,  Negro H isto ry

Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savingi Bonds



THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
M i c h i g a n  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s

ANN ARBOR «104

November 23, 1971

Leo McGee
Coordinator of Student 

Field Experience 
The Ohio State University 
150 Arps Hall 
1945 North High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

Dr. Warner has asked me to respond to your letter of 
November 15 requesting information about adult education 
■for the Black man during the period 1860-1S80. I am sending 
under separate cover a copy of our bibliography, "Black 
History Resources at the Michigan Historical Collections 
of the University of Michigan." We appear to have little 
directly related to your topic. The Esther W. Douglass 
Collection and the Fyfe Family Collection may have 
material for you; they are marked on page 2.



THE SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL SOOETY 
FIREPROOF BUILDING 

CHARLESTON. SOUTH CAROLINA 29401

19! EXSr BAY {Ttapora, AJJnis)

- , Norapiber 21», 19?1

Mr. Leo McGee 
Coordinator o f  Student 

F ie ld  Sxperienoe 
Ohio S ta te  U niversity  
150 Arps H all 
Coluinbus, Giio 4^210

Dear Mr, McGee:

In  rep ly  t o  your recen t l e t t e r  of inq u iry , I  an v r i t in g  to  rep o rt 
th a t  we can xerox fo r  you inform ation on the  Avery Normal I n s t i tu t e  
and th e  W allingford Academy, which were ooera ting in  th e  1880's; 
a lso  on th e  S ta te  Normal School, which a f te r  the  War was in  charge 
o f th e  Freednen 's Bureau.

I f  you would lik e  th e  above in form ation copied, th e re  w i l l  be a 
charge o f  $3.50 inc lud ing  m ailing and se rv ice .



U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  V I R G I N I A  L I B R A R Y

MANUSCRIPTS DEPARTMENT 
ALDERMAN LIBRARY

24 November 1971

Dear Mr. McGee:

Your s tudy  i s  indeed w orthw hile and c h a lle n g in g , 
b u t your tim e span i s  so r e s t r i c t i v e  th a t  I  fe a r  we 
w i l l  be unable  to  ren d e r  you much a s s is ta n c e .  I  can 
th in k  o f  a few c o l le c t io n s  which f^-ll j u s t  o u ts id e  
your p e r ip h e ry . We have th e  papers o f  James Hardy 
D il la rd ,  one o f th e  movers behind  h ig h e r educa tio n  fo r  
b lack s  in  th e  South , b u t he r e a l l y  d o e s n 't  beg in  u n t i l ' 
th e  1890' s .  A lso we have some c o l le c t io n s  which d ea l 
w ith  th e  r e l ig io u s  in s t r u c t io n  o f  s la v e s ,  b u t  p r io r  
t o  1860.

I  w ish  you su ccess  and I  am so rry  t h a t  we c o u ld n 't

M ichael F. P lu n k e tt  
Sen io r A s s is ta n t  in  

M anuscripts

Mr. Leo McGee
C oord ina to r o f S tu d en t F ie ld  Experience
150 Arps H a ll
Ohio S ta te  U n iv e rs ity
1945 N orth High S t r e e t
Columbus, Ohio 43210

MFPrdlp

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA J290I TELEPHONE |703) 92



H oward U n iversitt
WAsmNoTox. n.o. zoooi

tWIVERSntV UBRARY

November 30, 1971

Hr. Leo McGee, Coordinator o f  Student 
F ie ld  Experience 

The Ohio S ta te  U n iversity  
1945 North High S tre e t 
Columbus, Ohio 43310

Dear « r .  ifccee:

V?e acknowledge your rec en t request fo r  Inform ation îtbm  the 

M oorland'Spingam C o llec tio n . Due to  the  lim ita tio n s  o f  s ta f f  end 

tim e we a re  unable to  perform the  research  requ ired  to  respond to  your 

in q u iry .

A member o f  the s t a f f  w il l  be happy to  a s s i s t  you in  your research  

i f  a personal v i s i t  to  th e  C o llec tion  i s  p o ss ib le . The l ib ra ry  l a  open 

Monday -  F riday , 9:00 a.m. -  9:30 p.m .; Saturdays 9:00 a.m. -  6:00 p.m.

S ince re ly  yours,

(Mrs.) Dorothy B .^Torter 
L ib ra r ia n
M oorland-Spingam C ollec tion



•C^r/^fij • C^/^/ÆSjh'Mya jojos • w

D ecem ber 1 , 1971

Hr. Leo McGee
C oord ina to r o f S tudent F ie ld  Experience
C ollege of E ducation
THE OHIO STATE UKIVFJiSITY
1945 N orth High S tr e e t
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee;

While we have some in fo rm atio n  concerning a d u lt  education  
fo r  th e  Black Man d u ring  th e  p e r io d  from 1867 -  1880 we do 
n o t have any th ing  bearin g  on th e  su b jec t du ring  ante bellum 

. tim es o r d u rin g  th e  C iv il  War.

We do n o t have any way in  which we can send you th i s  in 
fo rm ation  by m ail s in ce  i t  i s  sc a tte re d  through books, 
pam phlets and o th e r  a a t e r i a l .  However, should you have 
o ccasion  to  come to  A tla n ta  you a re  welcome to  come here  
f o r  re s e a rc h .  I t  may be w orthw hile to  g e t in  touch w ith ;

Mrs. G aynelle B arksda le , L ib ra r ia n
A tla n ta  U n iv e rs ity
223 C hestnut S t r e e t ,  S. V.
A tla n ta , G eorgia 30314.

The u n iv e r s i ty  has a sp len d id  l ib r a r y  which I  am su re  would 
cover some o f th e  in fo rm atio n  you d e s ire .

I n c id e n ta l ly ,  I  have c o n s id e ra b le  to  say about education  fo r  
Black peop le  in  A tlan ta  du ring  th e  1867-1880 period  in  my two 
volume work e n t i t l e d  " A tlan ta  and Environs, A C hronicle  of 
i t s  People and Events" which was published  o r ig in a l ly  in  1954 
by th e  Lewis H is to r ic a l  P u b lish in g  Company in  New York c i ty  
and r e p r in te d  by th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Georgia P ress  in  1969.

Good luck  in  your re se a rc h .
Most c o rd ia l ly .

g hnd tsithoul mmories — Und ici



HARVARD • COLLEGE • LIBRARY
CAMBRIDGE • MASSACHUSETTS 02138

December 1 , 1971

Mr. Leo McGee
C oordinator of Student F ield Experience
150 Arps H all
College of Education
Ohio S ta te  U niversity
1945 North High S t.
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee,

I  r e g re t  to  say th a t our reference  s ta f f  does not undertake 
research  p ro je c ts  of th is  nature .

What ue can do i s  photocopy our catalogue cards under the 
heading Negroes -  U.S. -  Education. We have approximately 250 cards 
under th i s  heading. Our fee i s  $.03 per card plus m ailing and 
handling but p lease  note th a t ue have a $3.50 minimum charge fo r 
each o rder. I  reg re t to  add th a t we a re  not able to  ju s t  photo
copy the cards th a t might seem app licab le . I t  would have to  bee 
a l l  the cards under th e  appropria te  heading.

We o f course have a g rea t deal of m a teria l on the C iv il War 
and R econstruction Period but i t  would be necessary fo r  you or a 
researche r to  search through the c o lle c tio n  fo r  p e rtin e n t d a ta .
( I  enclose a copy of"Use of the Harvafd College L ibrary by V isiting  
Readers.")

There i s  an agency here in  Cambridge ca lled  Inform ation Gather
ing  Serv ice , 2 Trowbridge S t . ,  Cambridge, Mass. 02138. For a c e r ta in  
fee  they w il l  compile b ib liog raph ies and undertake research  p ro jec ts . 
You may w ri te  to  them d ire c tly  i f  you a re  in te re s te d  in  th e ir  se rv ice s.

Another p o s s ib i l i ty  i s  to  h ire  a Harvard studen t to  do research 
f o r  you. For th is  you may w rite  to  the  Harvard Student Employment 
O ffice , Holyoke Center 924, Cambridge, Hass. 02138.

I f  you would l ik e  the cards photocopied you may send your request 
to  the Photo-Reference L ib rarian , Widener L ibrary , Harvard U n iversity , 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138.

S ince re ly ,

. • (Mrs.) Maty S. Smith
Reference L ibrarian
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DEPARTMENT DF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

December 1, 1971

Mr. Leo McGee
Coordinator of Student F ie ld  Experience 
The Ohio S ta te  U niversity  
College of Education 
1945 North High S tre e t 
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

In compliance w ith your recen t req u e s t, we have made a 
ca re fu l search through our holdings fo r inform ation concerning 
education fo r Negroes in  M iss iss ipp i from 1860 to  1880.

Alcorn C ollege, which was estab lished  by an a c t of the 
M iss iss ipp i L eg isla tu re  in  1871, was the f i r s t  Land Grant College 
fo r  Negroes in the United S ta te s . May I suggest th a t you consult 
Melerson Guy Dunham's The Centennial H istory of Alcorn A gricu ltu ra l 
and Mechanical College (H attiesburg , M iss .: U niversity  and College
Press of M iss iss ip p i , 1971), fo r  add itio n a l inform ation concerning 
Alcorn College.

May I  suggest th a t you consu lt the following publications 
fo r  inform ation concerning education of the Negro in  M iss issipp i:

America's Tenth Man, A B rief Survey of the  Negro's P a rt 
in  American H istory (Commission on In te r ra c ia l  Cooperation, In c .,  
710 Standard B uilding, A tla n ta , G a.).

Edward A. Johnson, A School H istory  o f the Negro Race in  
America (P h ilade lph ia : Sherman and Co., 1893).
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Mr. Leo McGee

S l / 7 1

John Ambrose P r ic e , « î i  Kegro; P a s t. P re sen t. and Future 
(New York and Washington: Neale Publishing Co., 1907).

Mrs. Charles C. Mosley, The Negro M ississipp i H istory  
(Jackson, M iss .: Hederman B rothers, 1950).

John S. G illa rd , The C atholic Church and the American Negro 
(Baltim ore: S t. Joseph 's  Society P re ss , 1930; rep rin te d , New York:
Johnson R eprint C o., 1968).

Special Message of Gov. James L. A lcorn, on die Subject o f  
the  Establishm ent o f a U niversity  fo r the Colored People. E tc.
(Jackson, M iss .; Kimball, Raymond, and Co., 1871).

1861-1865 (New Haven:

William Johnson 's Natchez. The Ante-Bellum Diary o f a Free 
Negro, ed. by William Ranson Hogan and Edwin Adams Davis (Baton Rouge: 
LSU P ress , 1951).

We have on f i l e  in  th is  Department sc a tte red  copies o f  the 
B iennia l Report of the  T rustees, P residen t and Other O fficers o f the 
Alcorn A. and M. College. Also we have copies o f the  Biennial 
Report o f the S tate  Superintendent of Public E ducation, to  the L eg isla 
tu re  o f  M iss issipp i on f i l e  here .

Enclosed i s  a complimentary photocopy of information con
cerning Is a ish  T. Montgomery, which may be of in te r e s t  to  you.

May I  suggest th a t you w rite  to the M iss iss ipp i Department o f  
Education, Woolfolk S ta te  O ffice B uilding, Jackson, M iss issip p i, fo r 
a d d itio n a l in form ation.

p lease do not h e s ita te  to  c a l l  upon u

S incere ly  youra.

1 be o f fu rth e r  service  to  you.

CARL A. RAY, D irec tor 
Archives and L ibrary  Division



220

Mr. Leo McGee
The Ohio S ta te  U niveraity
College o f Education
O ffice  o f Student F ie ld  Experience
19i*5 North High S t re e t
Columbus, Ohio U3210

Dear Mr. McGee:

I  have kept your l e t t e r  fo r  some time try in g  to  think how 
the  m a teria ls  in  our C o llec tion  may be o f use to  you, I  an no t 
sure  th a t  we have anything re la te d  to  the education of adu lt 
Negroes in  th e  period of your study. I  can only suggest th a t you 
examine the  Guide to  our C o llec tion , described on th e  enclosed 
sh e e t, and w ri te  us again more sp e c if ic a l ly  i f  you f in d  m ateria l 
in  which you a re  in te re s te d . I  th ink  i t  probable th a t  you can do 
th i s  b e t te r  a f te r  you have begun your research  and used manuscripts 
s im ila r  to  ours in  other r e p o s i to r ie s .

There i s  some m a te r ia l perta in ing  to  your to p ic  in  our Penn 
School Papers f o r  the period  o f the C iv il War, b u t most of i t  has 
been published and a l l  o f  i t  has been thoroughly covered in  W illie  
Lee Rose, Rehearsal fo r R econstruction , the  ° o r t  Royal Exoerience. 
The papers f o r  the C iv il War period are  no t o r ig in a l manuscripts 

, bu t various types o f copies. A fter th a t  time th e re  i s  a gap in  
th e  papers u n t i l  approximately 1900, and th e re fo re  they do no t cover 
much o f  the  time in  which you are in te re s te d .

You are  probably a lready fam ilia r  w ith  the American M issionary 
A ssociation  Archives a t  th e  Amistad Research Center a t  D illard  
U n iv e rs ity , bu t i f  you are no t I  suggest th a t  you inv e stig a te  th is  
m a te r ia l. I t  should prove to  be a r ic h  and rewarding source fo r

S ince re ly  yours.



TENNESSEE STATE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37210

H r. Leo McGee 
College o f Education 
(Silo S ta te  U niversity  
192»5 North High S tre e t 
Columbus, Ohio 1)3210

Dear Mr. McGee:

Tour l e t t e r  to  the S ta te  L ib rarian  and A rch iv is t has been re fe rred  to  us 
f o r  r e p ly . I  am so rry  I  have no t been able to  tu rn  up much in  the way 
o f  resource  m a teria ls  fo r  you concerning adu lt education in  Tennessee 
f o r  the b lack man in  the  period  I 66O -I88O. While we have many works in  
our c o lle c tio n  dealing  w ith education  in  Tennessee i t s e l f ,  they do not 
seem to  d e a l sp e c if ic a l ly  with the  too ic  "Adult Education". In  the  book 
DEVELÜPEMEÎIT OF THE TEHÎJES3EE STATE ECUCATICN ORGANIZATION, 1796-1929, 
by Robert Hiram White, N ashv ille , Tennessee, George Peabody College fo r 
T eachers, 1929, you might f ind  chap ter I), "War, R econstruction and Edu
c a tio n  I 8 6 l - l8 ? r  u se fu l to  you in  p resen ting  the general p ic tu re  of the 
s t a t e  o f education in  Tennessee fo r  the  period to  which you are  in te r 
e s te d . The book i s  a v a ila b le  on I n te r l ib r a ry  Loan.

A source which may prove u se fu l to  you is  our Tennessee newspapers on 
m icrofilm . I  am enclosing a copy of our pub lica tion  which l i s t s  these 
papers and the dates they cover. These newspapers o ften  prove a most 
f r u i t f u l  source of inform ation for the  period in  which you a re  in te re s 
te d .  I  am r e fe r r in g  your l e t t e r  to  our Manuscript Section fo r  a check 
o f  th e ir  reso u rce s. I f  they have any m ateria ls  which may be of help to  
you in  your study , they w i l l  be in  touch w ith you.

I  hope you w i l l  a lso  be in  touch w ith  Fisk U niversity  and Tennessee 
S ta te  U n iv e rsity , both here in  N ashv ille . Tennessee S ta te  U niversity  
was form erly Tennessee A g ricu ltu ra l and I n d u s tr ia l C ollege . Both 
i n s t i tu t io n s  should have m a teria l in  th e ir  c o llec tio n s  which may be of 
h e lp  to  you.

T^ry t r u l j  y ^ ^ ^

(M rs.) Dorothy Glasser 
Reference L ib rarian  
S ta te  L ib rary



BEN W. FORTSON, JR. - .; „■ ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

December 9, 1971

H r. Leo McGee
Coordinator of Student F ie ld  Experience 
Ohio S ta te  U niversity
College of Education .
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

We a re  forwarding under se p a ra te  cover pages from a h is to ry  e n t i t le d  
Rise and Progress of Megro Colleges in  Georgia 1865-1949. The pages 
concern the  background o f negro education in  Georgia p r io r  to  the 
r i s e  of negro c o lleges. The book i t s e l f  may be a v a ila b le  iri your 
u n iv e rs ity  lib r a ry .

The b e s t  reconstruction  records are in  the Ü. S. Freedmans Bureau 
records e n t i t le d  Records of the  Superintendent o f  Education fo r the  
S ta te  o f Georgia, Bureau of Refugees, Freedraen and Abandoned Lands 
1855-70. Your l ib r a r ia n  can a s s i s t  you in  lo c atin g  them a t the 
N ational Archives o r books about these records.

Very tru ly  yours,

(m ss)  Ruth Corry, Head 
Central Research D iv ision  
Department o f Archives and H istory
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

National A rchives and Records Service 
Washington, D.C. 20408

December 1$, 1971

Hr. Leo McGee 
' Student Field Experience Office 

The Ohio State University 
19Ii5 North High Street 
Columbus, Ohio L3210

Dear Mr. McGee:

I  am enclosing the descriptions of four record groups as you requested.
Bie enclosures are working sheets used in  the preparation of a new general 
guide to Federal records in :he National Archives that i s  scheduled for 
publication in  about nine nonchs.

Please l e t  me know when you plan to  be in  Washington for your research; 
we w ill be happy to make the records available to you.

Sincerely yours.

Specialist, Negro History

Enc: Guide working sheets fc r Record Groups lOj, 109, 110, 391

Keep Freedom n  Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds
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T h e  N e w - Y o r k  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y
FOUNDED IN 1804

170 C e n t r a l  P a r k  W e s t  

N ew  Y ork, N. Y. 10024

December 15, 1971

Mr. leo McGee 
Coordinator o f Student 

Field  Experience 
The Ohio S ta te  U niversity  
College of Education 
1945 Korth High S tre e t 
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee;

In answer to  your l e t t e r  of November 15, 1971, we 
re g re t th a t we cannot o f fe r  an extensive bib liography  on 
your to p ic , "Adult Education fo r the Black Man During the 
Ante BeHum C iv il War and Reconstruction Period".

We have a s u b s ta n tia l c o llec tio n  o f A nti-Slavery 
l i t e r a tu re  which inc ludes m a teria l on and by the  Society 
fo r  the Propagation of the F a ith , among o th e rs , bu t i t  does 
not lend i t s e l f  to  excerp ting  for a bibliography  on your 
p a rtic u la r  su b je c t. For example, see in  the  The Kew-York 
H is to r ic a l Society Q uarte rly , January, 1971, Sheldon Cohen's 
"E lias Nean, In s tru c to r  of New York's S laves".

Enclosed is a brochure of our Library, should you 
wish to pay us a visit. You should also get in touch with 
(if not visit) the Countee Cullen Branch of New York Public 
Library. The Schomburg Collection on Negro History is 
certainly one to be researched, if you have not already done

Sincerely yours,

, \  l U x



DIVISION O F  EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
I4«l NOIÎTHOATE ROAO. NORTHWEST

Sherman L. Green. Jr.. secretaryt

December 24, 1971

Mr. Leo McGee (««. > jamye c. v
The Ohio State University
Student Field Experience Office
1945 North Eight Street
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

Your letter, dated November 15, 1971, requesting data for a study of Afro- 
American education during the period of 1860-1880 in American life, has been 
directed to the Department of History and Research—A.M.E. Church, Dr. Howard 
D. Gregg, Historiographer. His address is 17iô Vamum Street, N .W ., Washing
ton, D. G. 20011.

If I can be of further assistance, please caU upon me.

Yours tru ly ,

Sherman L. Greene, Jr. /

Dr. Howard D. Gregg



Haverford College
THE QUAKER COLLECTION

I 215-649.9600

Mr. Leo McGee 
■ 150 Arps H all 

Ohio S ta te  U niversity  
1945 So. High S t re e t 
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

In  answer to  your l e t t e r  of Hovemb&r 15, 1971, I  have examined 
our m a teria ls  connected w ith b lack  education be fo re , during , and 
a f te r  the  C iv il War and do not find^very much th a t  would be of in te r e s t  
80 f a r  as the education of b la ck /A s  concerned. We have some l e t te r s  
of Joshua. L. Baily  about the  w elfare  of the negroes a f te r  th e  
C iv il War in  Kansas and elsew here, also  le t t e r s  from Sarah Cadbury from 
Slabtown, V irg in ia , 1866, describ ing  her experiences teaching in  
a  negro school a f te r  the C iv il War, also^ in  the  papers of Edward Wanton 
Sm ith,the papersfca . 1837-48)of the Emlen In stitu tio n ,w h ich  was begun 
by Samuel Emlen and which educated negroes and Ind ians, and in  the 
Taylor fam ily papers, some le t t e r s  of Isaac  Shoemaker (1866-67) 
te l l in g  of conditions in  the post-K.’e r  sou th .

Kliether any of th is  m a te r ia l would be of use to  you, you alone 
could decide . We would be happy to  show i t  to  you i f  you would 
care to  come to  H averford. I  am so rry  to  have been so slow to  answer 
your l e t t e r  but I  have ju s t  retu rned  from a leave of absence.

S ince re ly ,

A lice E. W hittelsey 
M anuscripts Cataloger
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A S N E .H
Œl|e AtJoeiation for Elje §tubu of Sv’rgro Sif: an!) Sriatoru, înc.

rovnjnistpKiiMit.'iais.BiCafuiC wixxsisn luth Street, N.W.
tHI MuaNBL Of mono Hitto»»

February 7, 1972

Hr. leo IkCee 
College of Education 
19li5 North High Street 
Columbus, Ohio L3210

Dear Kr, IfcCee

Thanks for your le tte r ,  i.'e do not have a t the Association 

the information which you require for your study. However, 

a l l  success to  you in  your endeavors.

Charles H. Wesley



BATON ROUGE • LOUISIANA • 70003

Mr. Leo McGee
Coordinator of Student F ie ld  Experience
College o f Education
The Ohio S ta te  U niversity
1945 North High S tre e t
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Dear Mr. McGee:

Belov a re  l is te d  se v e ra l t i t l e s  concerning Negro education, which
a re  a v a ila b le  in  the L ouisiana S ta te  U n iversity  L ibrary  and may be re la t iv e
to  your rfico.arch. There has been l i t t l e  reseo ich  done on tli is  sub ject 
here  a t  LSU. Southern U n iv e rsity , a predominantly Black in s t i tu t io n  here 
In  Baton Rouge, may have more o r ig in a l  research  m a te r ia l availab le  in  th e ir  
l ib r a ry , and you may wish to  w ri te  to  them.

P o r te r , B e tty . The H istory o f Negro 
Education in  L ouisiana. H.A. T hes is,
LSU, 1938.

Shea, R. s. The Development o f  Catholic 
F a c i l i t i e s  fo r  Negro Education in  the 
S ta te  o f L ouisiana. M.A. T hesis,
Tulane, 1949.

S in ce re ly  yours.
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