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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

P u rp o se  and  D e s ig n  o f  th e  S tu d y

P e rh a p s  I t  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  t a s k

i n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  L o w ell Thomas i f  one b e g in s  w i th  a  few

l i n e s  frc m  a  n o te  r e c e n t l y  a d d re s s e d  by  Thomas t o  h i s  e ig h t y -

y e a r  o ld  h ig h  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r ,  M rs. M abel B arb ee  L ee :

I 'v e  t o l d  him  I  t h i n k  h e 's  u n d e r ta k in g  a  much to o  
c o m p lic a te d  jo b .  H is  m a jo r  p ro b lem  when i t  comes 
t o  m aking a  t h e s i s  on  me, i s  t h a t  I 'm  in v o lv e d  i n  
so  many a c t i v i t i e s .  As a  r e s u l t  th e  p o o r  man i s  
l o s t  i n  a  m aze . He sh o u ld  have  t a c k l e d  Ed Murrow 
o r  some o t h e r  f e l l o w  w hose l i f e  ru n s  l a r g e l y  i n  one 
c h a n n e l .  H a rn e s s in g  me i s  a  b i t  l i k e  t a k in g  a  b o a t  
down th e  G anges, and  s u d d e n ly  f i n d in g  t h a t  y o u  a r e  
on one o f  a  d o z en  o t h e r  r i v e r s  t h a t  d é b au c h é  from  
th e  G anges and  th e  B ra h m a -p u tra  b e fo r e  th e  w a te r  
r e a c h e s  th e  Bay o f  B e n g a l . !

Ttie n o te  d o e s  i n d i c a t e  some o f  th e  sc o p e  o f  th e  p ro b 

lem  in v o lv e d  i n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  a  man w hose p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  

h a s  em braced  so  many a c t i v i t i e s ,  and  who h a s  s t e a d i l y  rem a in e d  

i n  th e  s p o t l i g h t  o f  n a t i o n a l  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c i t y  f o r  

f o r t y  y e a r s .  H ie w r i t e r  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  r e a l i z e d  b e fo re  

em b ark in g  on  t h e  s u b j e c t  t h a t  no f u l l - s c a l e  t r e a tm e n t ,  

academ ic  o r  p o p u la r ,  h a d  b e en  done on  Thomas and  t h a t  t h e r e

h a d  b een  no s y s te m a t i c  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  h i s  m u l t i f a c e t e d  c a r e e r .
  ------------------

L e t t e r  fro m  L o w ell Hiomas t o  M rs. M abel B arb ee  L ee, 
Ju n e  15 , 19 6 4 .
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B ecause  Uiomas* c a r e e r  sp a n s  so  lo n g  a  t im e . I t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e  c o l le a g u e s  and  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  who c a n  

p ro v id e  v a l i d  com m entary . So i t  d e v e lo p e d  t h a t  th e  i n e v i t 

a b le  c h i e f  s o u rc e  i n  th e  s e a r c h  f o r  in f o r m a t io n  became ©lomas 

h i m s e l f .  He made a v a i l a b l e  h i s  l i b r a r y  i n  h i s  home i n  

P a w lin g , New Y ork , h i s  c o m p le te  s e t  o f  r a d i o  s c r i p t s  on f i l e  

i n  h i s  o f f i c e  on E a s t  5 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  New Y ork , and  a g re e d  to  a  

num ber o f  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v ie w s .

The d e s ig n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  p a r t l y  h i s t o r i c a l ,  i n  t h a t  

th e  a u th o r  w i l l  a t te m p t  to  a s s e s s  th e  "w hole man" b e g in n in g  

i n  h i s  y o u th  and c o n t in u in g  c h r o n o l o g i c a l ly  t o  th e  p r e s e n t .  

The s tu d y  i s  a l s o  a  c r i t i c a l  one i n  t h a t  i t  a t t e m p ts  t o  p u t  

i n t o  p e r s p e c t iv e  th e  v a r io u s  com ponents w h ich  add  up t o  th e  

"im age" o f  L o w ell Thomas a s  he  i s  known to d a y .  The s tu d y  

in te n d s  a l s o  to  l i s t  h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and m ethods o f  

r e s e a r c h  f o r  p r o j e c te d  v o lu m es, t o  ^ iv e  some i n s i g h t  i n t o  

h i s  modus o p e ra n d i  a s  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r .  F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  

ex am in in g  th e  f i r s t h a n d  m a t e r i a l s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  

a u th o r ,  th e  s c r i p t s ,  s ta te m e n ts  by  Thomas, s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t 

h im  fro m  c o l le a g u e s  and  c o -w o rk e rs , c r i t i c a l  n o t i c e s ,  c o r 

re s p o n d e n c e  a b o u t Thomas from  fa m ily  f r i e n d s  o r  a s s o c i a t e s ,  

and  s c h o l a r l y  r e f e r e n c e s  w hich  m e n tio n  Thomas i n  a  h i s t o r i c a l  

c o n n e c t io n ,  an  a t te m p t  w i l l  be made t o  e v a l u a t e  Thomas* 

p o s i t i o n  i n  A m erican  b r o a d c a s t in g .

The a u th o r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  th e  c a r e e r  o f  L o w ell Thomas 

d e s e r v e s  a  th o ro u g h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e c a u se  h i s  name i s
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so m e th in g  o f  a  h o u se h o ld  w ord , a n d  h i s  r a d io  n e tw o rk  new s

c a s t  h o ld s  th e  l o n g e s t  c o n tin u o u s  ru n  o f  an y  news p ro g ram  i n
p

A m erican  b r o a d c a s t in g  h i s t o r y .  I t  h a s  b e en  on th e  a i r  

t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a t  th e  same t im e  p e r i o d .  M oreover, th e  

a u th o r  p r e s e n t s  th e  h y p o th e s is  t h a t  Thomas* name i s  

synonym ous w i th  a  c e r t a i n  k in d  o f  t r a v e l  o r  a d v e n tu re  a p p e a l ;  

t h a t  h e  h a s  become a  k in d  o f  le g e n d  i n  h i s  own t im e .  I t  may 

v e ry  w e l l  p ro v e  to  be  o f  some im p o r ta n c e  f o r  b r o a d c a s t  

h i s t o r i a n s  t h a t  no s y s te m a t ic  s tu d y  o f  L ow ell Thomas h a s  

b e e n  u n d e r ta k e n  u n t i l  now.

P rob lem s o f  th e  R e s e a rc h e r  

The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  d e te rm in e  th e  e s s e n 

t i a l  r o l e  o f  L o w ell Thomas o v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  and  t o  exam ine 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l ly  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  w h ich  

h av e  p ro d u c e d  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  u n iq u e  i n  A m erican  b r o a d c a s t in g .  

I t  i s  a l s o  t o  d i s c o v e r  w hat h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  b r o a d c a s t 

in g  have  b e e n  i n  f o r m a t ,  i n  s t y l e ,  i n  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  new 

te c h n iq u e s ,  and  i n  i n f lu e n c e  upon o t h e r  newsm en. I t  i s  a l s o  

p a r t  o f  th e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  man from  

th e  m yth , an d  to  s e e  th e  w o rk in g  p e r fo rm e r  a s  h e  i s ,  s e p a r 

a t e d  fro m  w hat m ig h t be c a l l e d  h i s  " l e g e n d ." I t  w ould  a l s o

^Q u incy  Howe, "The R is e  and  P a l l  o f  t h e  R ad io  Com
m e n ta to r ,  " S a tu rd a y  R eview  (O c to b e r  2 6 , 1957)# p .  13* I n  
t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  Howe s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  th e  19 2 0 *s Graham MkcNamee 
an d  P lo y d  G ibbons p io n e e re d  th e  f i e l d  o f  r e p o r t i n g  news 
e v e n ts  by  r a d i o ,  an d  t h a t  Boake C a r t e r  and  L o w ell Thomas 
p io n e e re d  th e  f i e l d  o f  n e w s c a s t in g .  By th e  m id 1930*s t h e i r  
names h ad  become h o u s e h o ld  w o rd s , he  d e c l a r e s .



b e  germ ane  t o  th e  t o p ic  t o  s e e  j u s t  how much Thomas i s  a  

p r o d u c t  o f  th e  m e d ia  th e m s e lv e s  and t o  w ha t e x t e n t  he h a s  

b e e n  a n  i n n o v a t o r .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  be  r e l e v a n t  t o  exam ine th e  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  d u r a b i l i t y  and  p o p u l a r i t y ,  and  t o  s c r u t i n i z e  

th e  e le m e n ts  o f  h i s  s u c c e s s  and  h i s  c o n t in u in g  p o p u l a r i t y .

P re v io u s  S tu d ie s

(A) A cadem ic

A m a s te r* s  d e g re e  was g r a n te d  t o  P r e s l e y  D. Holmes i n  

1951  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M c h ig a n  f o r  h i s  " A n a ly s is  o f  

L o w e ll Thom as, N e w s c a s te r ."  T h is  t h e s i s  exam ines t e n  a i r e d  

n e w s c a s ts  from  November 2 7 , 1950 , t o  D ecem ber 8 , 1950 , w i th  

c e r t a i n  p r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  c r i t e r i a .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r .  Holm es con

te n d s  t h a t  Thomas i s  o f  th e  "choppy s e n te n c e  s c h o o l"  i n  

w r i t i n g  n e w s c a s ts ,  b u t  t h a t  o v e r  th e  a i r  a s  v o ic e d  by  Thomas 

t h e s e  f ra g m e n te d  and  in c o m p le te  s e n te n c e s  t u r n  i n t o  so m e th in g  

" h ig h ly  a g r e e a b le  t o  th e  e a r . "  Some o f  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  

r e a c h e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  a r e  s t a t e d  i n  C h a p te r  V w h ich  t r e a t s  

Thomas* s t y l e .

T h e re  was a  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  p r e s e n te d  to  th e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W isc o n s in  i n  1955 by  F r e d e r i c k  R i t t e r  D ow ling 

w h ich  in c lu d e d  th e  n e w s c a s ts  o f  Thomas among th e  f i v e  news 

c o m m en ta to rs  exam ined  i n  "TSie S t y l e  o f  F iv e  R ad io  Commenta

t o r s . "  V a r i a t io n s  w ere n o te d  b e tw een  th e  w ord c h o ic e s  o f  

t h e s e  c o m m en ta to rs  : E lm er D a v is , Edward R . Murrow, L o w ell 

Thom as, F u l to n  L ew is , J r . ,  and  G a b r ie l  H e a t t e r .  D ow ling



s i n g l e d  o u t  Thomas f o r  h i s  w ide  ra n g e  o f  t o p i c s  i n  a  d a i l y  

n e w s c a s t ,  f o r  h i s  " c o l o r f u l  and  p i c tu r e s q u e  v o c a b u l a r y ," and 

h i s  n o n - c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s t a n c e  w h ich  he c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  

" a lm o s t  a - p o l i t i c a l . "

(B) R e la te d  A cadem ic S tu d ie s

C h e s te r ,  G ira u d . "The R a d io  C om m entaries o f  H. V. K a lte n b o rn ;  
A C ase S tu d y  i n  P e r s u a s io n "  ( d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n iv e r
s i t y  o f  W is c o n s in , 1 9 4 ? ) .

Dem psey, W illia m  C. "A R h e to r i c a l  A n a ly s is  o f  th e  M sthods 
o f  A rg u m e n ta tio n  o f  News C om m entator P u l to n  L ew is , J r .  a s  
Pound i n  H is  B ro a d c a s ts  fro m  H a w a ii"  ( M a s te r* s  t h e s i s .  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i ty  o f  Iow a, 1 9 4 7 ) .

G o ss, In e z  B. "A S tu d y  o f  W a lte r  W in c h e l l 's  Sunday  E ven ing  
B ro a d c a s ts  Made i n  th e  Summer and  P a l l  o f  1948" (M a s te r* s  
t h e s i s ,  Miami U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 5 1 ) .

M oore, G ary  L ee . "The News C om m entator i n  A m erican  B ro a d - 
cELsAlng, 1922 - 1950" (M b s te r* s  t h e s i s .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M is s o u r i ,
1954) .
S a l t e r ,  Jam es %. "An A n a ly s is  o f  th e  R ad io  News Commentary 
o f  Jo h n  T . P ly n n "  (M a s te r* s  t h e s i s ,  S te p h e n  P . A u s t in  S t a t e  
C o l le g e ,  T ex a s , 1 9 5 4 ) .

S h e p h a rd , D a v id . "The R a d io  A d d re sse s  o f  H enry  J .  T a y lo r ,  
1945 - 5 0 " ( d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M in n e so ta ,
1953 ) .

Y a e g e r , M urry R . "An A n a ly s is  o f  Edward R. M urrow*s See I t  
Now T e le v i s io n  Program " ( d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  S t a t e  U n i
v e r s i t y  o f  Iow a, 1 9 5 6 ) .

The a b o v e - l i s t e d  s e v e n  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d i e s  i l l u s t r a t e

th e  d e g re e  o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  in  r a d i o - t e l e v i s i o n  r e s e a r c h

an d  th e y  i l l u s t r a t e  a s  w e l l  d i f f e r e n t  modes o f  t r e a t i n g

i n d i v i d u a l  f i g u r e s  i n  b r o a d c a s t in g .  As th e  t i t l e s  i n d i c a t e ,

th e  s t u d i e s  o f  H. V . K a l te n b o rn , P u l to n  L ew is , J r . ,  W a lte r
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W ln c h e ll ,  Jo h n  T . P ly n n , H enry  J .  T a y lo r ,  and  Edward R . 

Murrow I n v e s t i g a t e  i n  d e p th  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  o n ly  t o  th e  

f i g u r e s  d i s c u s s e d  and r a r e l y  m e n tio n  c o l le a g u e s  o r  con tem 

p o r a r i e s  e x c e p t  i n  c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e s  o r  i n  th e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s .

Of th e  se v e n  c i t e d  a b o v e , o n ly  t h r e e  r e f e r  a t  a l l  to  

L o w ell Thomas. The d i s s e r t a t i o n  by  G irau d  C h e s te r  r e f e r s  t o  

Thomas i n  a  c h a p te r  t r e a t i n g  th e  b ack g ro u n d  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  

e a r l i e s t  co m m en ta rie s  by  K a l te n b o rn ;  b u t  t h i s  i s  a  f l e e t i n g  

m e n tio n  w hich  p ro v id e s  no c lu e s  o r  " le a d s "  t o  be d e v e lo p e d . 

G ary  Lee Moore h a s  s e v e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Thomas i n  h i s  

m a s te r* s  t h e s i s ,  i n c lu d in g  a  sam p le  s c r i p t  and a n  o b s e rv a 

t i o n  a b o u t Thomas* " g e n i a l ,  j o v i a l  to n e  o f  d e l i v e r y , "  b u t  

th e  t h e s i s  c o n ta in s  no in f o r m a t io n  o r  i n s i g h t s  w hich  th e  

a u th o r  w ish ed  to  d e v e lo p . F i n a l l y ,  th e  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a 

t i o n  by D av id  S h ep h ard  t r e a t i n g  th e  r a d io  a d d re s s e s  by  H enry  

J .  T a y lo r  made one o r  m ore r e f e r e n c e s  to  % o m as, and  s t a t e d  

a t  one p o in t  t h a t  b o th  men o c c u p ie d  a  c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  m id d le -  

o f - t h e  ro a d  p o s i t i o n  g e n e r a l l y .

Thomas i s  u s u a l ly  r e f e r r e d  to  v e ry  b r i e f l y  i n  m o st o f  

th e  s ta n d a r d  t e x t s  i n  b r o a d c a s t in g ,  a l th o u g h  th e  r e f e r e n c e s  

a r e  u n d e r  th e  " h i s t o r y  o f  news d e v e lo p m e n t"  o r  s i m i l a r  c a t e 

g o r i e s  a s  i n  T e le v i s io n  and R a d io  w here h i s  name i s  l in k e d  

t o  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  D i g e s t - sp o n s o re d  news
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p ro g ram  i n  1 9 3 0 .3  He i s  n o t  r e f e r r e d  to  i n  Sydney  H e a d 's
21

B ro a d c a s t in g  i n  A m e ric a .
c 5

I n  books by  Q u incy  Howe, C e sa r  S a e r c h in g e r ,  and  P a u l
7W h ite ' w h ich  t r e a t  th e  n e w s -g a th e r in g  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  som etim es 

p r e s e n t  b io g r a p h ie s  o f  fam ous news p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t o  i l l u s 

t r a t e  p re v io u s  t r a i n i n g  i n  n ew sp ap er w ork b e f o r e  em b ark in g  

on  a  c a r e e r  i n  r a d i o  new s, one f i n d s  Thomas c i t e d  b r i e f l y .

The p a t t e r n ,  h o w ev er, i s  much th e  sam e: Thomas i s  o f t e n  

g iv e n  c r e d i t  f o r  a  " f i r s t "  i n  some p h a se  o f  rem o te  o r  o v e r 

s e a s  b r o a d c a s t in g .  S a e rc h in g e r  c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  

e x c e l l e n c e  o f  Biomas* n a r r a t i o n  o f  th e  1937 C o ro n a tio n  i n  

London. P a u l W hite  s p e a k s  o f  h i s  v e r s a t i l i t y  i n  b e in g  a b le  

t o  b r o a d c a s t  fro m  a  su b m a rin e  o r  a n  a i r p l a n e  o r  from  some 

s p o t  i n  th e  ju n g le s  o f  A f r i c a ;  and  Q u in cy  Howe sp e a k s  o f  

Thomas* " i n t u i t i v e  g r a s p  o f  th e  new s" b u t  none o f  th e s e  

w r i t e r s  ex am in es h i s  lo n g  c a r e e r  o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n tio n s  

h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  b r o a d c a s t in g .

The a u th o r  fo u n d  t h a t  Thomas a p p a r e n t l y  had  n o t  b een  

ta k e n  s e r i o u s l y  o r  g iv e n  a  th o ro u g h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by  e i t h e r

^ G ira u d  C h e s te r ,  G a rn e t  R . G a r r is o n ,  E d g ar E . W i l l i s ,  
T e l e v i s io n  and  R ad io  (3 rd  e d . ;  New Y ork : A p p le to n -C e n tu ry -  
C ro ^ ts ,  19& 3), p .  9 0 .

^Sydney H ead , B ro a d c a s t in g  i n  A m erica  (B o s to n : 
H ough ton  M i f f l i n  C o ., l 9 ^ ) «

^Q uincy  Howe, The News an d  How t o  U n d e rs ta n d  I t  (New 
Y ork : Sim on and  S h u s te r ,  1 ^ 4 0 / .

^ C e s a r  S a e r c h in g e r ,  H e l lo  A m e ric a ! (New Y ork : 
H oughton  M i f f l i n  C o ., 1 9 3 9 ) .

1
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t h e  acad em ic  r e s e a r c h e r s  p r e v io u s ly  o r  b y  t h e  c h r o n i c l e r s  o f  

b r o a d c a s t in g  h i s t o r y  su c h  a s  H ead, W h ite , S a e r c h in g e r ,  and  

o t h e r s .

Modus O p e ran d i

When th e  a u th o r  h ad  d e c id e d  t h a t  he w ould  l i k e  t o  

w r i t e  a  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on  L o w ell Thomas, he  i n v e s t i g a t e d  th e  

p r im a ry  s o u r c e s  an d  fo u n d  th e s e  w a n t in g .  He n e x t  exam ined  • 

th e  s e c o n d a ry  s o u r c e s ,  and  s e n t  f o r  th e  a b o v e - c i t e d  u n iv e r 

s i t y  s t u d i e s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  r e l a t i n g  

t o  news b r o a d c a s t e r s ,  and  he  made c o n ta c t  w i th  Thomas h im 

s e l f .  A f t e r  p e rm is s io n  was s e c u re d  t o  r e s e a r c h  a  d i s s e r t a 

t i o n ,  a  p l a n  was fo rm ed  w h ereb y  a  c e r t a i n  num ber o f  p e r s o n a l  

i n t e r v ie w s  w ith  Thomas w ould ta k e  p la c e  sp a c e d  from  Novem ber, 

1963  ( t h e  i n i t i a l  m e e tin g )  t o  th e  s p r in g  and  summer o f  1964 . 

I t  becam e c l e a r ,  a l s o ,  t h a t  a s  t h e r e  was a  p a u c i ty  o f  r e l e 

v a n t  m a t e r i a l  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  Thomas, h e  w ould become a  p r im a ry  

s o u r c e  h i m s e l f .  And a s  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  h ad  a c c e s s  t o  h i s  

f i l e s ,  h i s  l i b r a r y ,  h i s  c o m p le te  vo lum es o f  s c r i p t s  from  1930 

t o  1964 , i t  was f e l t  t h a t  one c o u ld  b a la n c e  w hat Thomas 

r e l a t e d  w i th  s u p p o r t in g  e v id e n c e  fro m  th e  m a t e r i a l s  a t  h a n d .

A ls o , th e  p r o j e c t  was made known t o  o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e  

C o lum bia  B ro a d c a s t in g  S y s te n a n d  th e  N a t io n a l  B ro a d c a s t in g  

Company i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  a u t h e n t i c a t e  and  t o  c r o s s - c h e c k  d a t a .  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Mr. R o b e r t  Brown, th e  C o rp o ra te  I n f o r m a t io n  

O f f i c e r  f o r  NBC s u p p l i e d  th e  w r i t e r  w i th  a  c h r o n o lo g ic a l
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o u t l i n e  o f  Thomas* s e r v i c e  w i th  NBC, g ave  him  p e rm is s io n  to  

u s e  th e  NBC l i b r a r y ,  b u t  was n o t  a b le  t o  o b ta in  I n te r v ie w s  

fro m  him  w i th  s e n i o r  newsm en. S i m i l a r ly ,  from  Mr. A r th u r  

H u ll  H ayes * s o f f i c e  In  CBS c o n ta c t  was made w i th  Mr.

F r e d e r i c k  W. F r i e n d ly ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  CBS News who s u g g e s te d  

t h a t  l e t t e r s  e x p la in in g  th e  p r o j e c t  be s e n t  to  th e  f o l lo w 

in g :  Mr. R ic h a rd  C. H o t e l l e t  and  Mr, H a rry  R e a s o n e r— a l l  

o f  CBS News— who m ig h t p ro v id e  c a n d id  com m entary  on L ow ell 

Thom as. T h is  was d o n e , b u t  t h e i r  e s t im a te s  o f  Thomas su b 

m i t t e d  have  n o t  b e en  In c lu d e d  s in c e  th e y  te n d  to  be 

u n ifo rm ly  l a u d a to r y  and  u n c r i t i c a l  I n  n a t u r e .

I n  d o in g  r e s e a r c h  on a  l i v i n g  f i g u r e ,  th e  a p p ro a c h  

was n e c e s s a r i l y  som ewhat d i f f e r e n t .  I t  was Im p o r ta n t  to  

o b t a i n  a s  much q u a n t i t a t i v e  and  q u a l i t a t i v e  I n f o r m a t io n  a s  

p o s s ib l e  I n i t i a l l y  and to  s i f t  t h i s  In  o r d e r  t o  s e p a r a t e  

th e  man fro m  th e  m y th . M oreover, th e  a p p ro a c h  w ould d i f f e r  

m a rk e d ly  fro m  t h o s e . s t u d i e s  c i t e d  a b o v e , s in c e  t h i s  was an  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  th e  "w hole man" In  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  

p e r io d s  and  to  th e  m ed ia  w h ich  h e lp e d  p ro d u ce  h im .

No l i m i t  was s e t  on th e  num ber o f  I n te r v ie w s  w h ich  

w ould  be c o n d u c te d , b u t  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  a f t e r  s i x  I n te r v ie w s  

o f  some th r e e  h o u rs  e a c h , m ost o f  th e  m a t e r i a l  w ould be 

c o v e re d , and  a d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  o r  q u e r i e s  c o u ld  be h a n d le d  

by  l e t t e r  o r  c o r re s p o n d e n c e .  The I n te r v ie w s  w ere c o n d u c te d
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f o r  th e  m ost p a r t  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  C a p i t a l  C i t i e s  B r o a d c a s t 

in g  C o r p o ra t io n  on  E a s t  5 1 s t  S t r e e t  i n  New Y ork , and  th e  

t o t a l  tim e  s p e n t  t h e r e  w i th  T h o m a s(e x c lu s iv e  o f  a  t r i p  t o  

h i s  home i n  P a w lin g , New Y ork and  tw o e n c o u n te r s  i n  h i s  

R o c k e f e l l e r  C e n te r  O f f i c e )  am ounts t o  a b o u t tw e n ty  h o u r s ,

The a u th o r  s p e n t  a p p ro x im a te ly  two w eeks i n  th e  p r i v a t e  

o f f i c e  o f  "Eiomas r e a d in g  h i s  c o l l e c t e d  s c r i p t s ,  m aking 

p h o t o s t a t s  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  h e  w ish e d  to  in c lu d e  i n  th e  

d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  c h e c k in g  o v e r  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  and  p h o to g ra p h s , 

and  a l l  o f  th e  a n c i l l a r y  m a t e r i a l  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  

w r i t e r .  Q u e s tio n s  w hich  n eed ed  a n sw e r in g  by Thomas w ere 

ty p e d  on  c a r d s  and  fo rw a rd e d  t o  h im . The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  e a c h  

s u c c e e d in g  i n te r v ie w  was d e v o te d  t o  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  had  

a r i s e n  fro m  r e a d in g  o r  i n q u i r y .  T h is  p la n  o f  o p e r a t io n  was 

fo l lo w e d  from  Novem ber, 1963 , to  Ju n e  8 , 1964, th e  d a te  o f  

th e  l a s t  i n t e r v ie w  w i th  a p p ro x im a te ly  se v e n  e x ch a n g e s  o f  

n o te s  and l e t t e r s  s in c e  t h a t  t im e .

F u r th e r ,  t h e  w r i t e r  s c r u t i n i z e d  a l l  o f  Thomas* l i t e r 

a r y  a c t i v i t y .  He a sse m b le d  th e  f o r t y - s e v e n  books p r i n t e d  

u n d e r  Thomas* name i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and  s tu d ie d  them  i n  o r d e r  

t o  se e  a  p a t t e r n  o f  i n t e r e s t  o r  m o t iv a t io n  w hich  r e f l e c t e d  

f u r t h e r  on Thomas. The a u th o r  a l s o  r e a d  m ost o f  ©lomas* 

m ag azin e  a r t i c l e s  and  h a s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  th o s e  a p p e a r in g  i n  

th e  R e ad e r* s  D ig e s t  i n  C h a p te r  IV .

W ith o u t c la im in g  t h a t  h e  i s  a n  a u t h o r i t y  on L ow ell 

T h a a a s , th e  a u th o r  m u s t, n o n e th e le s s ,  assum e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
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f o r  some s u b j e c t i v e  ju d g m en t I n  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  

a s  h e  h a s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  th e  d e a r t h  o f  c r i t i c a l  m a t e r i a l s  and  

v a l i d  " o u t s i d e " s o u rc e s  i n  sh a p in g  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  he  p r e 

s e n t s  th e  h y p o th e s is  t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  f i r s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  o u t 

l i n e  o f  05iomas* l i f e  and  c a r e e r  i n  b r o a d c a s t in g .  Some a r e a s  

o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  w h ich  p ro v e d  f r u i t l e s s  a r e  m e n tio n e d  i n  

C h a p te r  V I I I  u n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  "A reas f o r  F u r th e r  R e s e a r c h ."

(C) O th e r  m a t e r i a l s

C o u n t le s s  m ag azin e  a r t i c l e s  h a v e  a p p e a re d  o v e r  th e  

y e a r s ,  m ost o f  them  b e in g  p e r s o n a l i t y  s k e tc h e s  f o r  e i t h e r  

t r a d e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o r  p o p u la r  m a g a z in e s . Most s u b s t a n t i a l  

o f  th e s e  a r e  (1 ) "The 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  Words o f  L o w ell Thom as" by 

M au rice  Z o lo tow  i n  C o ro n e t,  J u n e , 19^9) and  (2 )  "Y es, T h ere  

i s  a  L o w ell Thomas" by  R u s s e l l  C ro u se  i n  R e a d e r 's  D ig e s t ,  

A p r i l ,  1961 , (3 )  "The S t r a n g e r  E v ery o n e  Knows: L o w e ll Thomas" 

by  E le a n o r  H a r r i s  i n  R e a d e r 's  D ig e s t ,  D ecem ber, 1 9 4 8 . T hese 

a r t i c l e s  te n d  t o  e x t o l  th e  e x p l o i t s  o f  Thomas and  t o  en h an ce  

h i s  p u b l ic  im age a s  " k in g  o f  th e  n e w s c a s te r s "  i n  M iss H a r r i s '  

p h r a s e .  I t  i s  t h i s  k in d  o f  a r t i c l e ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a  c e r t a i n  

p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s  q u a l i t y ,  w h ich  may h a v e  p re v e n te d  th e  m ore 

s e r i o u s  s c h o l a r  from com ing t o  g r i p s  w i th  Thom as' p e r s o n a l i t y  

o r  h i s  r o l e  i n  b r o a d c a s t in g .

M ost o f  th e  c u r s o r y  i te m s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m a g a z in e s  

o v e r  a  t h i r t y - y e a r  p e r io d  a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  scxne news 

h a p p e n in g  to  w h ich  Thomas i s  r e l a t e d ;  o r  p o s s ib l y  th e y
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announce  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  C ineram a i n  w hich  he  p la y e d  a  

s t r a t e g i c  r o l e  a s  a  p a r t n e r  and  f i n a n c e e r ;  o r  th e  la u n c h in g  

o f  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s  H igh  A d v e n tu re . Such i te m s  h av e  

b e e n  c a ta lo g u e d ,  a s  h a s  e v e ry  a r t i c l e  o f  n o te  on  Thomas 

o b t a i n a b l e .  B ut t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  r e l y  on  no  m ore th a n  

f i v e  o r  s i x  o f  th e s e  a r t i c l e s .

O r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  D i s s e r t a t i o n  

®ie f i r s t  c h a p te r  i n t r o d u c e s  th e  s tu d y ,  s t a t e s  th e  

p u rp o se  and  d e s ig n  o f  th e  s tu d y ,  and  s t a t e s  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  

th e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The se c o n d  c h a p te r  p r o v id e s  th e  e s s e n t i a l  

f a m i ly  b ack g ro u n d  o f  L o w ell Thomas i n  O hio and  l a t e r  i n  

C o lo rad o  w here  he g o t  h i s  f i r s t  jo b  a s  a  r e p o r t e r .  I n  

C h a p te r  I I I ,  th e  w r i t e r  t r a c e s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  Thomas* r a d io  

c a r e e r  and  m e n tio n s  th o s e  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  s u r v i v a l  

and  d u r a b i l i t y .

C h a p te r  IV  a n a ly z e s  th e  " l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t"  from  1924 

th ro u g h  1964 and  p o i n t s  o u t  th e  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw ee n  h i s  books 

and  h i s  b r o a d c a s t in g  c a r e e r  a s  a  w h o le . The i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s  

o f  h i s  c r e a t i v e  e f f o r t  i s  s t r e s s e d .  I n  C h a p te r  V th e  k ey  to  

h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  i s  e m p h a s is  on "human i n t e r e s t , "  and th e  

d i s t i n c t i v e  d e v ic e s  he  u s e s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d .  C h a p te r  VI 

ex am in es th e  c o n te n t  o f  h i s  news p ro g ram s o v e r  s p e c i f i e d  

p e r io d s ,  and  i n  many in s t a n c e s  c o m p a riso n  w i th  th e  New York 

Tim es i s  made i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s e s s  Ttiomas* d e g re e  o f  o b j e c t i v 

i t y ,  t o  se e  w ha t d i f f e r e n c e s  o c c u r  i n  th e  o r d e r  and  e m p h asis
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o f  v a r io u s  i te m s .  I n  C h a p te r  V II th e  o v e r - a l l  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  

L o w ell Thomas i s  exam ined , and  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  A m erican  

b r o a d c a s t in g  i s  s u g g e s te d .  "Die c h a p te r  a l s o  in c lu d e s  a  s e c 

t i o n  o f  c r i t i c i s m  to  b a la n c e  th e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  The f i n a l  

c h a p te r  sum m arizes th e  s tu d y  and d raw s c e r t a i n  c o n c lu s io n s .  

TSiis c h a p te r  a c c o u n ts  f o r  th e  e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  o f  Tliomas i n  

b r o a d c a s t in g  and  sum m arizes th e  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t ô  h i s  

p o p u l a r i t y .

Summary

The p u rp o se  a n d  th e  d e s ig n  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w ere 

s t a t e d .  The a u th o r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t ' t h e  c a r e e r  o f  L o w ell Thomas 

d e s e r v e s  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e c a u se  h i s  name i s  so m e th in g  o f  a  

h o u se h o ld  w ord , and  he  h a s  h e ld  a n  e m in e n t p o s i t i o n  i n  r a d io  

news f o r  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s .  I t  i s  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  a  s y s te m a t ic  

s tu d y  o f  L ow ell Thomas m ig h t be o f  v a lu e  t o  b r o a d c a s t  h i s t o r 

i a n s .  P re v io u s  acad em ic  s t u d i e s  w h ich  r e l a t e  t o  L ow ell 

Thomas w ere c i t e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  num ber o f  m agaz ine  a r t i c l e s  

t r e a t i n g  some p h a se  o f  h i s  c a r e e r ,  b u t  none o f  th e s e  a c c o u n ts  

f o r  th e  "w hole m an" w h ich  i s  th e  a p p ro a c h  u sed  by  th e  w r i t e r .



CHAPTER I I  

THE BACKGROUND OP LOWELL THOMAS

The E a r l y  Y ears 

L o w ell J a c k s o n  Thomas was b o rn  I n  W oodlng ton , D arke  

C ou n ty , O h io , A p r i l  6 , I 8 9 2 , th e  so n  o f  H a rry  and  H a r r i e t  

"EKmas. He was r e a r e d ,  h o w ev er, i n  a  C o lo rad o  g o ld  camp a t  

C r ip p le  C re ek , C o lo ra d o , f o r  h i s  p a r e n t s  moved t o t h i s  m in

in g  com m unity when L o w e ll was a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  D r. 

H a r ry  G. OSiomas, a  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  a p p a r e n t ly  e x e r t e d  

a  s t r o n g  in f lu e n c e  on  h i s  s o n ;  h e  e n c o u ra g e d  and s t im u la te d  

h i s  a p p e t i t e  f o r  a d v e n tu re  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  t h i r s t  f o r  know l

e d g e . TSiomas a d m its  t h a t  i t  was h i s  f a t h e r  who r e a l l y  

s t a r t e d  him  i n  h i s  c a r e e r  by  i n s i s t i n g  on  v o c a l  t r a i n i n g  a t  

a n  e a r l y  a g e .

I t  was D r. H a r ry  Thomas who saw t h a t  h i s  so n  had  a  

u n iq u e  g i f t :  a  v o ic e  w h ich  c o m p e lle d  a t t e n t i o n .  He t o l d  

young L o w ell t h a t  i t  was u n q u e s t io n a b ly  h i s  m o st p r i z e d  

p o s s e s s io n  and  t h a t  he  m u st ta k e  s t e p s  t o  d e v e lo p  a  p l e a s in g  

v o ic e  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  D r. Thomas, t h e r e f o r e ,

to o k  c h a rg e  o f  h i s  s o n 's  sp e e c h  e d u c a t io n  by h a v in g  him  
  -----------------

" B io g r a p h ic a l  S k e tc h  o f  L o w ell Thomas" u n p u b l is h e d ,  
u n d a te d  r e l e a s e  o f  s i x  p a g e s  f u r n i s h e d  by  th e  Thomas o f f i c e  
i n  New Y ork , p .  1 .
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p r a c t i c e  e l o c u t i o n ,  a s  i t  was th e n  known, and b y  a s s ig n in g  

h im  s p e e c h e s  o f  f i v e  o r  t e n  m in u te s*  l e n g th  w h ich  h e  w ould  

be  e x p e c te d  t o  d e l i v e r .  As i t  h a p p e n e d , L ow ell Thomas was 

m aking  s h o r t  s p e e c h e s  on s p e c i a l  o c c a s io n s  i n  C r ip p le  C reek  

when h e  w as n in e  and  t e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  When he  was a  h ig h  

s c h o o l  s t u d e n t .  D r . Thomas was c o n v in c e d  o f  h i s  o r a t o r i c a l  

t a l e n t  and  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  h i s  so n  w ould  u s e  h i s  v o ic e  p r o 

f e s s i o n a l l y .

I  h av e  my f a t h e r  t o  th a n k  t h a t  a s  a  boy  I  was o f f  
t o  a  good  s t a r t .  I n  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  g o ld  camps o f  
t h e  W ild  V test, he was a  C h r i s t i a n  t e a c h e r  and  
p h y s i c ia n  who em p h asized  e d u c a t io n .  W ith  my f a t h e r * s  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t, I  becam e p r o f i c i e n t  a t  p u b l ic  s p e a k 
i n g . 2

D r . H a r ry  G . Kiomas was b o rn  May 3 0 , 1869 , i n  H o l la n s -  

b u rg , O h io . B o th  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  L o w e ll* s  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  w ere 

c o u n tr y  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  and  H a r ry  Hiomas was b ro u g h t  up i n  a  

p io n e e r  r e g io n  w i th  a  b ack g ro u n d  o f  e m p h a s is  on  e d u c a t io n  and 

r e l i g i o n .  Thomas h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  th e  a tm o sp h e re  o f  h i s  

boyhood home a s  one o f  " h ig h  t h in k in g  an d  p l a i n  l i v i n g . "

B u t h i s  f a t h e r ' s  m ost m arked  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c — t h a t  d o m in a n t 

t r a i t  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h ich  L o w ell i n h e r i t e d —was a n  i n s a t i 

a b le  y e a rn in g  f o r  know ledge and  a n  enorm ous c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t 

th e  w orld.*^

^ R o lan d  Gammon, F a i t h  i s  a  S t a r  (New Y ork: E . P . 
D u tto n  & C o ., 1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  i ^ b .

^ " B io g r a p h ic a l  S k e tc h  o f  L o w e ll T hom as," p .  3 .
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D r. H a r ry  G. Thomas t a u g h t  I n  c o u n tr y  s c h o o ls  f o r

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a f t e r  he  c o m p le te d  h ig h  s c h o o l  i n  o r d e r  t o

e a r n  money f o r  a  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t io n .  F i r s t ,  he  w en t t o

L ebanon U n i v e r s i t y  a t  L eb an o n , O h io . He was g r a d u a te d  from

L ebanon I n  I 890  and  w en t t o  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C in c in n a t i

M e d ica l S c h o o l a  few  y e a r s  l a t e r .  When h e  had  c o m p le te d  h i s

m e d ic a l  d e g r e e ,  he  moved to  Leadv i l l e ,  C o lo ra d o , and  l a t e r

t o  C r ip p le  C re e k . As L o w e ll Thomas h a s  s t a t e d ;  "My f a t h e r

made a  s tu d y  o f  th e  m o u n ta in s  w h ich  fram ed  h i s  b a c k y a rd  v iew

In  C r ip p le  C re e k . He lo v e d  th o s e  m o u n ta in s ; h e  fo u n d  tim e

t o  c o l l e c t  sp e c im en s  o f  f lo w e r s  and  s to n e s  and  t o  s tu d y  th e
2|

s t a r s  I n  t h e  c l e a r  m o u n ta in  a i r . "

In  1900 , a t  C r ip p le  C re e k , D r. % om as o rg a n iz e d  s tu d y  

g ro u p s  f o r  th e  men and women o f  t h a t  r e g i o n .  He fo rm ed  a  

S h a k e sp e a re  C lub and  a l s o  j o in e d  a  g ro u p  o f  m in in g  e n g in e e r s  

who w ere  d o in g  a d v an c ed  w ork  I n  g e o lo g y . H is  f r e e  h o u rs  

w ere  s p e n t  w i th  h i s  g e o lo g y  p i c k ,  s tu d y in g  th e  m in e r a l  fo rm a 

t i o n s  o f  th e  R o c k ie s  o r  c o l l e c t i n g  r a r e  sp e c im en s  o f  a lp i n e  

f l o w e r s .  I n  th e  e v e n in g s .  I f  he  was f r e e  from  h i s  d u ty ,  he  

w ould  c a r r y  a  t e l e s c o p e  t o  a  n e a rb y  m o u n ta in  t o  s tu d y  th e  

s t a r s .  I t  I s  h a r d l y  th e  p u rp o s e , h o w ev er, o f  t h i s  s tu d y  to  

s k e tc h  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  D r . H a r ry  G. Thomas* l i f e  o t h e r  t h a n  to  

show th e  s t r o n g  I n f lu e n c e  h e  e x e r c i s e d  on  h i s  s o n .  S u f f i c e  

I t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  o l d e r  Thomas, w i th  h i s  I n q u i r in g  m ind , h l a

^ L o w e ll T iom as, I n te r v ie w  w i th  a u th o r ,  November 1 , 
19 6 3 , New Y ork C i ty .
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c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t th e  w o r ld , and  h i e  I n fo rm a l  b u t  a g g r e s s iv e  

p rog ram  f o r  t r a i n i n g  young L o w ell I n  p u b l ic  s p e a k in g . I n 

s p i r e d  h i s  so n .

L o w ell Biomas g iv e s  f u l l  c r e d i t  t o  h i s  f a t h e r  f o r  

d i s c o v e r in g  and  d e v e lo p in g  h i s  p u b l ic  sp e a k in g  a b i l i t y .  D r. 

H a r ry  a. Thomas was o b v io u s ly  n o t  a  sp e e c h  t e a c h e r ,  r h e t o r i 

c i a n  o r  t h e r a p i s t  o f  an y  k in d ;  y e t  h e  h ad  d e f i n i t e  v iew s on  

th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a  p l e a s i n g ,  m e lo d io u s  v o ic e ,  and  h e  u rg e d  

h i s  so n  to  g e t  up  b e fo r e  a u ji le n c e s  t o  r e c i t e  p o e t r y  o r  

am using  s t o r i e s ,  " in  t h i s  way, I  sh e d  an y  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

t h a t  I  m ig h t h av e  had  q u i t e  e a r l y .  My f a t h e r  k e p t  a f t e r  me 

c o n s t a n t l y  to  d e l i v e r  th e s e  ' l i t t l e  p i e c e s '  b e fo r e  f r i e n d s  o r  

a t  a  b a n q u e t .  He was my s e v e r e s t  c r i t i c . "5

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  Ohomas a d m its  to d a y  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  was 

a  s t r e n u o u s  t a s k m a s te r .  "He k e p t  me o u t  o f  th e  s a lo o n s  o f  

C r ip p le  C re ek , b u sy  w ith  w o r th w h ile  I n t e l l e c t u a l  p u r s u i t s .

He was a lw ay s  s t r e t c h i n g  my m ind t o  new h o r i z o n s ." ^  I t  I s  

a p p a r e n t  t h a t  L ow ell Thomas I n h e r i t e d  so m e th in g  o f  h i s  

f a t h e r ' s  ra n g e  o f  I n t e r e s t s  and  h i s  o u t lo o k ;  and  s in c e  he 

a c t u a l l y  began  h i s  c a r e e r  a s  a  p la t f o r m  l e c t u r e r  h e  u t i l i z e d  

th e  s k i l l s  he  d e v e lo p e d  a s  a  y o u n g s te r  u n d e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  

t u t e l a g e .

L ow ell Thom as' m o th e r re m a in e d  more q u i e t l y  I n  th e  

b ack g ro u n d  and e x e r t e d ,  a p p a r e n t ly ,  a  f a r  l e s s  d e f i n a b le

^ L o w ell Thomas, l e t t e r  t o  t h e  A u th o r , November 2 9 ,
1 9 6 3 .

^ I b l d .
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I n f lu e n c e  th a n  h i s  f a t h e r .  T oday, Thomas t h in k s  o f  h i s  

m o th e r  w i th  a f f e c t i o n ,  b u t  a d m its  t h a t  sh e  was se co n d  i n  h i s  

a f f e c t i o n s  a s  a  b o y .

m o th e r , l i k e  my f a t h e r ,  came o f  p io n e e r  
f r o n t i e r  s t o c k .  H er p e o p le  w ere  W agners o f  
E n g l i s h  o r i g i n ,  and  on h e r  m o th e r 's  s i d e  th e y  
w ere  D u tch  from  New Y o rk . H er c h i e f  c h a r a c t e r i s 
t i c  was p a t i e n c e ,  w h ich  I 'm  t o l d  I  h av e  i n h e r i t e d .

H er p r im a ry  i n t e r e s t s  w ere  h e r  h u sb a n d , h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  
and  h e r  c h u rc h  w o rk . I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y th in g  s p e c i a l  
a b o u t  my v o ic e ,  I  s u s p e c t  I  owe t h a t  t o  h e r .  When 
sh e  was a  young woman, sh e  san g  i n  th e  c h o i r  and  
h e r  v o ic e  a lw ay s  a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n . 7

T h ere  i s  n o t  much in f o r m a t io n  t h a t  a  r e s e a r c h e r  c a n

l o c a t e  a b o u t t h e  e a r l y  and  fo rm a t iv e  y e a r s  o f  L o w ell Thom as.

Y et t o  docum ent t h i s  im p o r ta n t  p h a se  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  r e f e r e n c e

t o  M abel B arbee  L ee , h i s  h ig h  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  i n  C r ip p le

C re ek  th ro w s l i g h t  on th e  a tm o sp h e re  w h ich  p r e v a i l e d  a t  th e

g o ld  m in in g  cam p. I n  h e r  n o v e l .  C r ip p le  C re ek  D ays, i n  th e

d e d ic a t i o n ,  "F or L o w ell K io ra a s ," M rs. Lee in c lu d e s  a  s h o r t

fo re w o rd  by  Thomas h im s e l f  :

T h e re  i s  o n ly  one f i r s t  d ay  o f  s c h o o l  t h a t  I  c a n  
r e c a l l .  T h a t was one S ep tem b er m o rn ing  when we 
w ere  a l l  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  we had  a  young and 
s tu n n in g  re d h e a d  f o r  a  t e a c h e r ,  a  g i r l  who o b v io u s ly  
was o n ly  a  few  y e ^ s  o l d e r  th a n  we w e re . M ost o f  
my t e a c h e r s  made l e s s  o f  a n  im p re s s io n  on  me th a n  
d id  th e  men I  m et i n  th e  m ines and  th e  g a m b lin g  
h a l l s .  E x c e p t tw o : a n  Amazon vAio s a t  on  me an d  
t h e r e  on  th e  f l o o r  g av e  me a  l i c k i n g  I ' l l  n e v e r  
f o r g e t ,  and  on th e  o t h e r ,  t h e  l o v e ly  M abel.

7 io w e l l  Thomas, l e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r ,  November 2 9 ,
1 9 6 3 .

g
M abel B arbee  L ee , C r ip p le  C reek  Days (G ard en  C i ty ,  

N .Y ., 1958 ) ,  fro m  th e  " F o re w o rd ,"  page  x i .
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I n  t h i s  same fo re w o rd  t o  th e  book , Ihcanas r e v e a l s  h i s

e n th u s ia s m  f o r  t h e  o u td o o r  l i f e ,  an d  f o r  C r ip p le  C re ek  a s  a

p la c e  t o  grow  up  I n .  He s t a t e s  f u r t h e r :

None o f  u s  w an ted  t o  p l a y  h ooky  from  h e r  c l a s s ,  and  
p la y in g  hooky  was a  t h in g  we a l l  d ream ed  o f  and 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  d i d .  T h is  was so  t h a t  we c o u ld  e x 
p l o r e  t h e  ab an d o n ed  m in e s  and  c a v e s  t h a t  made o u r  
p a r t  o f  t h e  R o c k ie s  a  p la c e  o f  m agic  f o r  y o u n g s t e r s .
How a n y  boy  c o u ld  g e t  good  g r a d e s  I n  a  r o a r in g  
camp l i k e  C r ip p le  C re ek  I n  I t s  h e y d a y , w i th  a l l  
t h e  d i v e r s i o n s  we h a d , I  d o n ' t  know. Maybe t h a t ' s  
j u s t  my a l i b i  f o r  t h e  n e a r - f l u n k i n g  r e c o r d  I  ra c k e d  
up  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r . 9

A c t u a l ly ,  Thom as' acad em ic  r e c o r d  was g o o d , and  th e  above 

s t a te m e n t  may h a v e  iDeen made I n  a  s p i r i t  o f  r e c k l e s s n e s s  

d e s ig n e d  to  show t h a t  h e  w as a  " r e g u la r  f e l l o w "  who w ent 

a lo n g  w i th  t h e  ro u g h n e c k s  o f  t h e  cam p. B u t M rs. L ee , I n  h e r  

l e t t e r  t o  t h e  a u th o r ,  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  Thomas was an  e x c e p t io n 

a l l y  g o o d  s t u d e n t .  She s t a t e s  h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  f i f t e e n -  

y e a r  o ld  L o w ell Thomas a s  h e  a p p e a re d  I n  h e r  c la s s ro o m :

G e n e r a l ly  s p e a k in g , I  r e c a l l  L o w ell a s  a  r a t h e r  
t a l l ,  s l e n d e r  l a d  o f  f o u r t e e n  o r  f i f t e e n ,  w ith  
d a r k  wavy h a i r  and  b lu e  e y e s  u n d e r  h e a v y  l a s h e s .

He was one o f  th e  b e s t - l o o k i n g ,  w e ll-m a n n e re d , and  
m o st s tu d io u s  boys I n  h ig h  s c h o o l .  % e  k in d  an y  
t e a c h e r  w ould  n o te  and  come t o  l o v e .  He was i n  a  
S p a n is h  c l a s s  w h ich  I  t a u g h t ,  and  one o r  two 
h i s t o r y  c l a s s e s  w h ic h  I  s t r u g g l e d  w i th ,  b e c a u se  I  
h a d  l i t t l e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  s u b j e c t .

I  l i v e d  I n  d re a d  o f  L o w e l l 's  a s k in g  me q u e s t io n s  
I n  c l a s s  w h ich  I  c o u ld  n o t  a n sw e r . And h e  d id  J u s t  
t h a t  two o r  t h r e e  t im e s .  I  h a d  him  a s  a  p u p i l  f o r  
tw o y e a r s .

$ I b l d . ,  p .  I x .

^* ^L ette r from  M rs. Lee t o  t h e  a u th o r  o f  MAy 2 9 , 1964 .
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M rs. Lee c o n c lu d e s  h e r  l e t t e r  b y  s t r e s s i n g  th e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  

home e n v iro n m e n t i n  w h ich  ®iomas g rew  u p ; b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e  

was a n  u n u s u a l ly  b r i g h t  s t u d e n t ;  and  t h a t  h i s  p a re n ts *  c a b in  

i n  C r ip p le  C reek  was so m e th in g  o f  a  c u l t u r a l  o a s i s  i n  th o s e  

b le a k  s u r r o u n d in g s .

The p e r io d  from  h ig h  s c h o o l  to  c o l l e g e  y e a r s  i s  r a t h e r  

u n e v e n t f u l ;  b u t  i t  m ig h t be  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a  jo u r n e y  i n  

e x p e r ie n c e  fro m  C r ip p le  C reek  (w here  he h ad  s p e n t  a  t o t a l  o f  

t e n  y e a r s )  t o  th e  M iddle W est w here he  was t o  sp e n d  f i v e  

y e a r s .  T h e re  had  n e v e r  b e e n  much sp e n d in g  m oney, and  th e  

young Thomas h ad  le a r n e d  t o  be f r u g a l  and s a v in g  w ith  th e  

m oney h e  e a r n e d .  T h ere  seem ed t o  be  no q u e s t io n  b u t  t h a t  h e  

w ould  a t t e n d  c o l l e g e ;  y e t  he  w ould  h av e  t o  f i n d  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  

o r  w ork  p a r t - t i m e  t o  p ay  th e  t u i t i o n .  T hrough h i s  f a t h e r .

D r . OJiomas, h e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r th e rn  

I n d ia n a  o f f e r e d  a  good e d u c a t io n  and  t h a t  h e  m ig h t w ork a t  

odd jo b s  t o  p a y  h i s  w ay.

W hile  w o rk in g  h i s  way th ro u g h  th e  U n i v e r s i ty  o f  

N o r th e rn  I n d ia n a  a t  V a lp a r a i s o ,  Thomas was a  j a n i t o r ,  a  book 

s a le s m a n , and  a  n i g h t  co o k  i n  a  r a i l r o a d  s h o r t - o r d e r  r e s t a u 

r a n t .  He e a rn e d  h i s  B a c h e lo r  o f  A r ts  d e g re e  when he was 

e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e ;  and  t h e n  d e c id e d  t o  move t o  th e  U n i

v e r s i t y  o f  D enver f o r  a  m a s te r* s  d e g r e e . U p o n  h i s  r e t u r n

^ b i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e tc h  o f  L o w ell Thomas, " o p . c i t . ,
p .  5*
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t o  Colorado, h e  a l s o  b e g an  w o rk in g  p a r t - t i m e  on  th e  C r ip p le  

C re ek  Tim es and  w i t h in  a  y e a r  became e d i t o r  o f  th e  tw o m in in g  

camp d a i l y  p a p e r s ,  The V ic to r  R eco rd  and  The V ic to r y  D a i ly  

News. I n  h i s  s p a r e  t im e ,  a s  he ad v an ced  i n  h i s  w ork  a t  t h e  

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  D enver he  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  f o r  The D enver P o s t .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o te  t h a t  L o w e ll Ihom as h o ld s  a  

m a s t e r 's  d e g re e  from  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  D enver i n  E n g l i s h  

L i t e r a t u r e .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a  th o ro u g h  g ro u n d in g  i n  l i t e r a 

t u r e ,  p o e t r y ,  and  d ram a, i n  a d d i t i o n  to  c e r t a i n  c o u r s e s  i n  

r h e t o r i c ,  w ould s ta n d  him  i n  good s t e a d  w h e re v e r  he  w en t and 

w h a te v e r  l i n e  o f  w ork he  l a t e r  a d o p te d . He h a s  commented 

t h a t  "my n o se  i n  th o s e  d a y s  was a lw ay s b u r ie d  i n  a  b o o k .

O f te n  i t  was p o e t r y ,  b u t  m ore o f t e n  i t  was i n  h e r o ic  s a g a s
TP

o f  a d v e n tu r e . "  Thomas a l s o  a d m its  t h a t  h e  h ad  n o t  known 

o f  fo rm a l  c o u rs e s  o f f e r e d  a t  th e  tim e  i n  jo u r n a l i s m  a s  a  

s e p a r a t e  d i s c i p l i n e  o th e r  th a n  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i ty  o f  C h icag o  

and  C olum bia U n i v e r s i t y .  B u t he  s t a t e s  t h a t  a s  he  c o m p le te d  

h i s  g r a d u a te  w ork  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  D en v er, h i s  m ind tu r n e d  

m ore t o  law , and  he  h ad  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  jo u r n a l i s m  

a s  s u c h .^ ^

Prom C o lo rad o  he  r e tu r n e d  t o  th e  M idw est to  s tu d y  law  

i n  C h icago  a t  t h e  C h icago  K en t C o lle g e  o f  Law w here  h i s  s k i l l
--------------- T5------------------

L o w ell Thomas, i n  i n te r v ie w  w i th  a u th o r ,  Nov. 2 1 ,
1963 i n  New Y ork .

^ ^L o w ell Thomas, i n  l e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r ,  Nov. 2 9 ,
1963.
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a t  p u b l ic  s p e a k in g  s o  Im p re sse d  th e  deem t h a t  h e  p u t  L o w ell 

Thomas i n  c h a rg e  o f  a  c l a s s  o f  f o r e n s i c s  and  a sk e d  him  t o  

t e a c h  a  c l a s s  i n  s t a g e  o r a t o r y .  % om as rem a in e d  i n  C h icago  

f o r  two y e a r s ,  and  made two summer t r i p s  t o  A la s k a . T h ere  

he e x p e r im e n te d  w i th  a  n e w s re e l  c am era , and  su c c e e d e d  i n  

b r in g in g  b ack  enough u s a b le  f o o ta g e  t o  make one h a l f - h o u r  

f e a t u r e  on  " L if e  i n  t h e  ïü k o n ."  T h ese  w ere  th e  y e a r s  o f  

1912-1913  and  th e  c o l l e g e  r e c o r d  o r  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  Thomas i s  

a  b i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  docum ent f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d . He h a s  s t a t e d  

t h a t  h i s  r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  m oving t o  C h icago  was t o  g e t  c l o s e r  

t o  b ig  c i t y  l i f e ;  and  he  f e l t  t h a t  th e  t h r i v i n g  m e t r o p o l i s  

o f  C h icago  w ould  be a  b e t t e r  p ro v in g  g ro u n d  f o r  h i s  t a l e n t s .  

Y et he  was n o t  c e r t a i n  a t  a l l  w ha t t h e s e  t a l e n t s  w ere  p r e 

c i s e l y  o r  w hat h i s  u l t i m a t e  p r o f e s s i o n  w ould  b e .

The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  c a r e e r  i n  p u b l ic  l i f e ,  o f  r u n 

n in g  f o r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e ,  i n t r i g u e d  Hiomas f o r  a  few  y e a r s  

an d  i t  was p a r t l y  w i th  t h i s  m o t iv a t io n  t h a t  he  e n te r e d  

C h icag o  K e n t. Y et he  d id  n o t  c o m p le te  h i s  law  d e g re e  t h e r e ,  

f o r  he  was s i d e t r a c k e d  i n t o  so m e th in g  e l s e :

They d is c o v e r e d  somehow t h a t  I  h a d  done a  l o t  o f  
p u b l ic  s p e a k in g , and  b e c a u s e  th e  h e a d  o f  t h e i r  
F o r e n s ic  O ra to ry  D e p a rtm e n t was o b l ig e d  t o  d ro p  
o u t  f o r  some c o m p lic a te d  f a m i ly  r e a s o n s ,  th e y  
a sk e d  me t o  s i t  i n  a s  h i s  s u b s t i t u t e .

A f t e r  a  few  w eek s, th e y  d e c id e d  th e y  w an ted  me 
t o  s t a y  on i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y .  So I  h ad  a  r a t h e r  
u n iq u e  o p p o r tu n i ty :  a t t e m p t in g  t o  t e a c h  p u b l ic
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s p e a k in g  t o  s e v e r a l  h u n d re d  em bryo la w y e r s ,  a l l  
o f  whom w ere  o l d e r  t h a n  I  w a s .

D u rin g  th e  tw o -y e a r  p e r io d  a t  C h icag o  K e n t, h e  t a u g h t  p u b l ic  

s p e a k in g  t o  s u p p o r t  h im s e l f  and  t o  p a y  h i s  t u i t i o n  i n  th e  

law  s c h o o l .  T hese  w ere  y e a r s  when he  was d i s c o v e r in g  th e  

tem po o f  a  l a r g e  A m erican  c i t y ,  when he  was e n t i r e l y  on h i s  

own f i n a n c i a l l y ,  when he m anaged t o  show h i s  A la sk a n  f i lm  

" L if e  i n  t h e  Yukon" a  few  t im e s  t o  lu n c h e o n  g ro u p s  su c h  a s  

t h e  R o ta r y  C lub  and  th e  C h icag o  A t h l e t i c  C lu b . N o n e th e le s s ,  

Thomas h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h i s  t im e  i n  C h icag o  a s  "an u n c e r 

t a i n  and  l e a n "  p e r i o d .

I n  C h icag o  I  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  w an t to  
be  t i e d  t o  a  d e s k  i n  a  law  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  M iddle 
W est. B ut I  was n o t  a b o u t  t o  g iv e  up th e  la w . I  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  g e t t i n g  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  do  g r a d u a te  
w ork  a t  P r in c e to n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
law  u n d e r  P r o f e s s o r  C orw in  who was Woodrow W ilson*s 
s u c c e s s o r .  C orw in was th e  num ber one a u t h o r i t y  on  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w .

A g a in  a t  P r in c e to n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a s  h ad  h ap p en ed  a t  C h icago

K e n t, t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  h e  h a d  e x p e r ie n c e  and  a b i l i t y  i n  p u b l ic

s p e a k in g .  A c c o rd in g  t o  Thom as, he  was a s k e d ,  a b o u t two

m on ths a f t e r  h e  a r r i v e d ,  t o  become h ead  o f  th e  D e p artm en t o f

S p e e c h . S p e c i f i c  d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  f u n c t i o n  a t  P r in c e to n  a r e

l a c k in g ,  and  no c o r r o b o r a t in g  in f o r m a t io n  was o b ta in a b le  frcan

P r in c e to n  U n i v e r s i ty  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .

^ ^ L o w e ll O iom as, l e t t e r  t o  th e  A u th o r , O c to b e r  7 ,
1 9 6 4 .

15Ibid.
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I n  1914 , Thcanas was r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a  g r a d u a te  s tu d e n t

i n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law  a t  P r in c e to n ;  b u t  he  to o k  fo rm a l

c o u rs e  w ork  f o r  o n ly  one s e m e s te r .  Y et he rem a in e d  f o r  two

y e a r s ,  and  i n  h i s  own w o rd s , " ra n  th e  sp e e c h  d e p a r tm e n t ."

So d u r in g  my two y e a r s  a t  P r in c e to n  I  was a  
g r a d u a te  s t u d e n t ,  r a n  t h e  sp e e c h  d e p a r tm e n t ,  
and  a l s o  d i d  a  l o t  o f  l e c t u r i n g  on w eek -en d s i n  
P h i l a d e l p h ia ,  New Y ork , T re n to n , and  so  o n . I t  
was t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  w h ich  I  fo u n d  i n t r i g u i n g  and  
r e m u n e r a t iv e  a s  w e l l . l o

He r e l a t e s  t h a t  upon A m e r ic a 's  e n t r y  i n t o  W orld War I ,  h e  was

a sk e d  t o  t a k e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s s ig n m e n t i n  E u rope  an d  so

" d id  n o t  b o th e r  t o  f i n i s h  a  t h e s i s  o r  g e t  a  d ip lo m a ."

A t t h a t  t im e ,  d e g re e s  seem ed u n im p o r ta n t  b e c a u se  
o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  my w o rk . I  b e l i e v e  I  am l i s t e d  
a s  h a v in g  a n  M.A. from  P r in c e to n ,  b u t  t h a t  was 
s im p ly  a n  a u to m a t ic  one t h a t  came a f t e r  my f i r s t  
y e a r  o f  g r a d u a te  w o rk .

My i n t e n t i o n  had  b een  t o  s t a y  and  g e t  a  Ph .D .
Y et from  t h a t  t im e  on , a l l  d e g re e s  I  e v e r  r e c e iv e d  
w ere  h o n o ra r y .  I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  some tw e n ty  o f  
t h e s e ,  two o f  w h ich  w ere  aw arded  to  me i n  r e c e n t  
m o n th s . My o ld  law  s c h o o l ,  C h icago  K e n t, and  a  
u n i v e r s i t y  o u t  i n  U ta h , B righam  Young. ^ <

Thomas h a s  commented c a n d id ly  on t h i s  f o r m u la t iv e

p e r io d  o f  h i s  l i f e  i n  c o l l e g e .  H is  c o l l e g e  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ere

d i f f e r e n t  fro m  th o s e  o f  m o st g r a d u a te  s tu d e n t s  i n  t h a t  he

h ad  h i s  e y e s  tu r n e d  t o  a d v e n tu re  and  t r a v e l  a s  w e l l  a s  to

b o o k s . He r e a d  a d v e n tu re  s t o r i e s  a t  n i g h t  and  f r e q u e n t ly

a t t e n d e d  t r a v e l  l e c t u r e s  w henever th e s e  a p p e a re d ;  and  he

^ ^L o w e ll Thomas i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r ,  O c to b e r 7 ,
1964 .

ITlbid.
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b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he  c o u ld  im prove on  th e  s t a n d a r d  ty p e  o f  

t r a v e l - l e c t u r e .

A t t h e  o u tb r e a k  o f  W orld War I ,  L o w e ll Thomas was 

t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a  w o rk a b le  and  p r o f i t a b l e  fo rm u la  f o r  h i m s e l f .  

He w av ered , th e n ,  b e tw een  a  som ewhat b o o k is h  d e s i r e  t o  p r a c 

t i c e  law  o r  t o  t e a c h  r h e t o r i c  on th e  one h a n d ; and  on th e  

o t h e r ,  t o  s a i l  t h e  se v e n  s e a s  and  t o  s a t i s f y  th e  in b o r n  

a d v e n t u r e r .

Thomas a s  L e c tu r e r  

W hile  t e a c h in g  r h e t o r i c  a t  P r in c e to n ,  and  s t e a d i l y  

l o s in g  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law , Thomas r e c e iv e d  a  

l e t t e r  fro m  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  I n t e r i o r ,  F r a n k l in  K. L ane . 

L ane, i n  th e  s p r in g  o f  1916 , was la u n c h in g  a  "See A m erica"  

movement p a r t l y  b e c a u se  th e  w ar had  s h u t  o f f  t r a v e l  t o  E u ro p e . 

Someone i n  W ash ing ton  a d v is e d  him  t h a t  L o w e ll TOiomas a t  

P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty  was a n  e x p e r t  on A la s k a  and  so  a  l e t t e r  

was s e n t  t o  Thomas a s k in g  h im  to  come and  t o  e x p lo r e  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a  l e c t u r e  t o u r ,  s e l l i n g  th e  m e r i t s  o f  A la sk a  

t o  u rb a n  a u d ie n c e s  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

I n  r e q u e s t  f o r  s p e c i f i c  in f o r m a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  t h i s  

D ep artm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r  s p e a k in g  t o u r ,  Thomas a n sw ered  a s  

f o l lo w s :

D u rin g  my se co n d  y e a r  a t  P r in c e to n ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
th e  I n t e r i o r  F r a n k l in  K. Lane a sk e d  me t o  t a k e  o v e r  
th e  "See A m erica"  movement and  s t i r  up  i n t e r e s t  i n  
A m erica , i n  W e ste rn  w o n d e rs , n a t i o n a l  p a r k s ,  and  so  
o n . B u t, o u r  e n t r y  i n t o  W orld War I  i n t e r f e r e d  w i th
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t h i s ,  and  I  n e v e r  d id  a  s p e a k in g  t o u r  f o r  th e  
D e p a rtm en t o f  th e  I n t e r i o r .  A t t h e  end  o f  W orld 
War I ,  I  d id  p u t  on a  s e r i e s  o f  I l l u s t r a t e d  p r o 
d u c t i o n s ,  w i th  my own p e r s o n a l  n a r r a t i o n .  I n  New 
Y ork C i ty .  T hese  tu r n e d  o u t  t o  be  so m e th in g  o f  a  
s e n s a t i o n ,  and  r e s u l t e d  I n  my g e t t i n g  a n  I n v i t a 
t i o n  t o  do  l ik e w is e  I n  L ondon, w here  I  b ro k e  a l l  
r e c o r d s ,  and  t h a t  was fo l lo w e d  b y  w hat I  s u rm is e  
was t h e  m ost e x te n s iv e  s p e a k in g  t o u r  o f  t h e  w o rld  
t h a t  anyone  e v e r  m ade. More th a n  a  m i l l i o n  p e o p le  
came t o  h e a r  me I n  London a lo n e .  By th e n ,  I  was 
c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on th e  s t o r y  o f  th e  N ear E a s t  . 
c am p aig n , and  th e  t i t l e  o f  my p r o d u c t io n  was "W ith 
A lle n b y  I n  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  L aw rence I n  A r a b i a . " To 
a n sw e r y o u r  q u e s t io n  m ore s p e c i f i c a l l y  a b o u t  my 
f i r s t  sp e a k in g  en gagem en t I n  th e  U .S .A .:  I  opened  
a t  th e  l a r g e s t  t h e a t r e  I n  New Y ork , "TOie C e n tu r y ," 
w h ich  I s  no lo n g e r  I n  e x i s t e n c e .  From t h e r e  I  
moved t o  M adison S q u a re  G eirden. T hen, t o  London, 
and  so  o n . lo

E a r ly  E x p e r ie n c e  w i th  F ilm s 

Thomas b eg an  co m p arin g  h im s e l f  w i th  o t h e r  l e c t u r e r s  o f  

th e  d a y  who w ere  a cc u s to m e d  t o  r e a d in g  s c r i p t s  o r  sp e a k in g  

fro m  n o te s  when g iv in g  I l l u s t r a t e d  t a l k s .  He to o k  n o te  o f  

t h e i r  p l a t f o r m  m anner and  r e c a l l e d  a  p r e c e p t  w h ich  he  had  

fo rm ed  e a r l i e r  I n  C h ic a g o : " l  s h a l l  make a  few  n o te s  b e f o r e 

h a n d , t h i n k  o u t  c a r e f u l l y  w h a t I  h av e  t o  s a y ,  and  r e f r a i n  

fro m  r e a d in g  a  s c r i p t  b e f o r e  a n  a u d ie n c e  when th e  f i lm  I s  

b e in g  p r o j e c t e d .  They d e t e s t  t h a t . "^9 Thomas h i r e d  a  p r o 

j e c t i o n i s t  t o  h e lp  h im ; and  th e y  made a b o u t $35 a  week 

b e tw een  them  w ith  h i s  A la sk a n  f i l m .  Thomas sp o k e  In  a  m ore 

-------------I EL e t t e r  t o  a u th o r ,  O c to b e r  7 ,  1964 .

^Lowell 
1964 , New Y ork .

^ ^L o w ell T icm as, I n te r v ie w  w i th  a u th o r ,  A p r i l  19 ,
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swashbuckling style than other platform speakers and he was 
frequently, deliberately, humorous.

According to information provided by his office,
Thomas visited the fighting fronts in 1917-1918 at the
request of the Department of the Interior. He was sent to
Europe with three assistants: two of these were cameramen,
and the other a reporter like himself.

Lowell Thomas followed the German Revolution of 
1918 from its birthplace in Kiel to the mountains 
of Bavaria. From Central Europe, he arrived in 
Paris in time to provide President Wilson and his 
colleagues with the first eyewitness report on 
civil war in Germany.
At the request of President Wilson, he made a 
report for the Peace Conference on the state of 
affairs in Germany.20

The statement above issued by his office might be disputed,
and as the event has now receded into history there is
virtually no one alive to disprove the statement; but
exactly how Hiomas came to the attention of President
Wilson*s advisers in the State Department, this researcher
was unable to learn.

In the summer of 1917, shortly before he left for the 
Middle East and his encounters with Allenby and Lawrence, he 
paid a visit to Denver in order to ask Miss Frances Ryan to 
marry him. Thomas had known her as a student at the Univer
sity of Denver and had corresponded with her a few times.

^^"Biographical Sketch of Lowell Thomas," op. cit.,
p. 2 .
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They w ere  m a r r ie d  and  f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  h ad  one so n , L o w e ll, 

J r .  who p r e s e n t l y  l i v e s  i n  A la s k a .

A f t e r  th e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  E u ro p e , M rs. 

QSiomas accom pan ied  h e r  h u sb an d  to  London and  l a t e r  a ro u n d  

th e  w o rld  on h i s  l e c t u r e  t o u r s .  A lth o u g h  c o n te n t  t o  p la y  a  

q u i e t  r o l e  i n  th e  b a c k g ro u n d , M rs. Thomas h a s  s e rv e d  a s  h i s  

b u s in e s s  m anager and s t i l l  s u p e r v i s e s  to  some e x t e n t  h i s  

b u s in e s s  a f f a i r s .

L e a rn in g  a b o u t G e n e ra l  Edmund A lle n b y * s  cam paign  to  

r e c o v e r  P a l e s t i n e  from  th e  T u rk s , Thomas had  gone t o  th e  H oly  

Land w ith  two cam eram en and  c o v e re d  th e  b a t t l e s  t h a t  l e d  up 

t o  th e  t a k in g  o f  J e ru s a le m . E ie n  came th e  p i v o t a l  a d v e n tu re  

o f  h i s  l i f e —h i s  m e e tin g  w i th  t h e  O xford  s c h o l a r ,  T . E . 

Law rence who i n s p i r e d  th e  r e v o l t  o f  A ra b ia n  t r ib e s m e n  a g a i n s t  

th e  T u rk is h  and German a rm ie s .  I t  seem s t h a t  L o w ell Thomas, 

f ro m  h i s  own a c c o u n t,  fo u n d  L aw rence sh y  and  w ith d ra w in g , and  

y e t  he  b ro k e  down t h i s  r e t i c e n c e  and  o b ta in e d  th e  s t o r y  o f  

a n  acad em ic  a r c h e o l o g i s t  who h ad  tu r n e d  g u e r i l l a  l e a d e r . 21

T h ere  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  m a t e r i a l  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

L aw rence le g e n d  and  L o w ell QSiomas* p a r t  i n  i t  w h ich  h as  

l i t t l e  r e le v a n c e  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  

f o r  a n  o v e r - a l l  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  Thomas* su d d en  r i s e  t o  fame 

a s  t h e  ’’d i s c o v e r e r ” o f  L aw rence . I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  Thomas d id  

u t i l i z e  L a w re n c e 's  s t o r y  c o m m e rc ia lly  f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s ,

2 lL o w e ll  Thomas, W ith  L aw rence i n  A ra b ia  (G arden  C i ty ,  
N .Y . ; D o u b le d a y ,. 1924 ) ,  p .  1 2 .
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and that their meeting in Jerusalem gave Wiomas the Idea for 
a successful lecture tour based on Lawrence*s exploits. As 
recently as June 1964, Thomas pursues the Lawrence legend in 
order to clarify the record. His twenty-three page article 
does not quibble historically with the producers of the 
film, "Lawrence of Arabia," but he does take exception to 
the way the film portrayed the man; and he proffers his own 
version of how Lawrence looked, acted, spoke, dressed, and 
behaved. Yet this article is essentially a re-working of 
earlier materials as close examination of With Lawrence in 
Arabia will reveal.^2

The author does not feel that much of the Lawrence of 
Arabia affair is germane to this dissertation; but Thomas 
was asked about it, because he is recognized as an authority 
on Lawrence. The meeting with Lawrence in 1917 he charac
terizes as "one of the most fortunate stepping-stones in my 
career." When "Diomas returned to the United States in 1919, 
some of the notoriety had already preceded him. And after a 
few months of lecturing at the Century Oîieatre in New York, 
Lowell Thomas was no longer a relatively obscure lecturer- 
correspondent; he was no longer an "unknown." He was 
definitely becoming a celebrity, at least in the New York 
City area. His lectures there drew capacity audiences; and 
gradually when he began touring the country, he was well on

o p
L o w ell Thomas, "The R e a l L aw rence o f  A r a b ia ,"  

R e a d e r 's  D ig e s t  ( J u n e ,  1 9 6 4 ) , p p . 2 5 2 -2 7 4 .
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t h e  ro a d  t o  fam e . Q u in cy  Howe s t a t e s  t h a t  Thomas d e l i v e r e d  

h i s  A lle n b y -L a w re n c e  l e c t u r e  4 ,0 0 0  t im e s  t o  4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  

p e o p le .23

I n  th e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s ,  he  d e l i v e r e d  th e  i d e n t i c a l  

l e c t u r e  w i th  th e  i d e n t i c a l  f i lm s  t o  a u d ie n c e s  a l l  o v e r  th e  

w o r ld .  I n  a  s e n s e ,  t h i s  was a  m eans o f  la u n c h in g  two 

c e l e b r i t i e s  a t  th e  same t im e :  L aw rence o f  A ra b ia  and  L o w e ll 

Thom as. From a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l a u d a to r y  comments g a th e r e d

i n t o  a  b o o k le t  o f  s i x t e e n  p a g es  p r i v a t e l y  p u b l is h e d  i n
241927  one h a s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  "W ith L aw rence i n  A ra b ia "  and  

"W ith A lle n b y  i n  P a l e s t i n e "  w ere  re m a rk a b le  sp e c im en s  o f  

p la t f o r m  show m ansh ip . W ith  a l l  o f  th e  p u b l i c i t y  s u r ro u n d in g  

th e  l e c t u r e ,  Ihom as had  a  p e r s o n a l  s t a f f  o f  o n ly  one s e c r e 

t a r y  t o  h a n d le  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ;  he  d id  n o t  en g ag e  a  p u b l i c i t y  

a g e n t ,  a  " f r o n t  m an" o r  e v e n  a  s p e a k e r 's  b u rë a u  t o  book th e  

t o u r .  He d id  i t  a l l  h i m s e l f ,  i n c l u d i n g  g a th e r in g  th e  p h o to s  

and  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  th e  "m em oria l p a m p h le t"  r e f e r r e d  t o .

The k in d  o f  in f o r m a t iv e  e n te r t a in m e n t  fo u n d  i n  W ith  

L aw rence i n  A r a b ia " seem s s t i l l  t o  be a  h a l lm a r k  Thomas 

i d e n t i f i e s  w i t h .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Ttiomas s t a t e d  i n  a n  i n te r v ie w  

t h a t  h e  u se d  I 6 m i l im e te r  b la c k  and  w h i te  f i lm ;  he  u sed  h i s  

own v o ic e  " l i v e "  b u t  s y n c h ro n iz e d  t o  f i t  th e  g iv e n  seg m en ts

2 3 o u in c y  Howe, The News an d  How to  U n d e rs ta n d  I t  (New 
Y ork: Sim on and  S c h u s te r ,  1 9 4 0 ) , p .  4 0 .

2 4 p a m p h le t p r i n t e d  i n  1927 t o  a d v e r t i s e  th e  l e c t u r e s  
and  books o f  Ohomas.
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w here  n a r r a t i o n  was c a l l e d  f o r .  I n  c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s ,  to o ,  

t h e  f i l m  s to p p e d  and  a  c o lo r e d  s l i d e  was u s e d .  A t t h i s  

p o i n t ,  L o w ell Thomas ad v an ced  th e  s t o r y ,  th e n  s ig n a le d  th e  

p r o j e c t i o n i s t  t o  ta k e  up th e  f i l m  a g a i n .  M usic was s p e c i a l l y  

w r i t t e n  and  p ro v id e d  by  a  l i v e  o r c h e s t r a .  On some o c c a s io n s ,  

h e  d id  u se  a n  o r g a n .  B u t i n  London, a t  C ovent G ard en s a t  

one t im e  he made u s e  o f  a  s i x t y - p i e c e  o r c h e s t r a .  The l e c t u r e  

t o u r  u se d  th e  l a t e s t  in n o v a t io n s  i n  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e .  

Thomas was n o t  m e re ly  th e  n a r r a t o r - h o s t  f o r  th e  e v e n in g 's  

p e rfo rm a n c e , h e  was th e  p ro d u c e r  o f  th e  p ro g ram  a s  w e l l .

Thomas d o e s  n o t  l i k e  th e  w ord " l e c t u r e " and  p r e f e r s  

t o  c a l l  i t  a  " sh o w ."  He d e s ig n e d  i t  t o  be  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  

k in d  o f  e n te r t a in m e n t ,  and  one c a n  s e n s e  from  th e  s c a l e  and  

sc o p e  o f  t h e  p e rfo rm a n c e s  th e  f a i n t  b e g in n in g s  o f  th e  fo rm a t 

u se d  i n  h i s  l a t e r  C ineram a p r o d u c t io n s .

The p a m p h le t w h ich  Thomas had  p r i n t e d  i n  1927 o f f e r s  

th e  s t o r y  o f  th e  l e c t u r e  t o u r ,  a lo n g  w i th  g lo w in g  a c c o u n ts  

o f  th e  p r e s s .  T h ere  a r e  comments from  Mr. L loyd  G eo rge: 

" E v e ry th in g  t h a t  L o w ell Thomas t e l l s  u s  a b o u t C o lo n e l  

Law rence i s  t r u e . "  T h ere  i s  a  p h o to g ra p h  o f  th e  B ish o p  o f  

G lo u c e s te r ,  th e  m i l l i o n t h  v i s i t o r  t o  h e a r  th e  l e c t u r e ,  

o f f e r i n g  h i s  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  Thom as. The M Em chester 

G u a rd ia n  s t a t e d ;  " i t  i s  h i s t o r y  w i th o u t  dogm a, w i th o u t  d u l l 

n e s s .  I t  i s  f i l l e d  w i th  a d v e n tu re  and  b e a u ty ."  Of p a s s in g  

i n t e r e s t  arie th e  two c o n c lu d in g  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  p a m p h le t.

The f i r s t  i s  "How I  D isc o v e re d  L o w ell B iom as" by P e rc y
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B u rto n , th e  I m p r e s s a r io  who h a n d le d  B e rn h a rd t  and  o t h e r s .

I t  t e l l s  o f  th e  f i n a n c i a l  and  l e g a l  d e t a i l s  in v o lv e d  i n  

b r in g in g  Thomas t o  C oven t G a rd en . S e c o n d ly , "A Yankee 

C a p tu re s  London" b y  C a p ta in  A la n  B o t t  t e l l s  o f  th e  e n th u s ia s m  

o f  th e  E n g l i s h  a u d ie n c e s  and i t  abounds i n  s u p e r l a t i v e s  f o r  

th e  l e c t u r e .

Im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  C e le b r i t y  

I t  was d u r in g  h i s  t e n - y e a r  p e r io d  a s  a  p la t f o r m  

l e c t u r e r  ( 1918 - 1928 ) t h a t  L o w ell Thomas became i n c r e a s i n g l y  

aw are o f  th e  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  a c c o rd e d  th e  c e l e b r i t y  o r  th e  

V ery  Im p o r ta n t  P e rs o n . And i t  i s  one o f  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  

t h i s  s tu d y ,  e x p re s s e d  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  i n  C h a p te r  V I I I ,  

t h a t  Thomas h a s  c o n s c io u s ly  u se d  im p o r ta n t  p e r s o n s ,  o r  

"names i n  th e  new s" a l l  o f  h i s  l i f e  a s  a  m eans o f  e n h a n c in g  

h i s  own c a r e e r .  I n  b r i e f ,  he s e n s e d  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  " s t a r "  

s y s ta n  q u i t e  e a r l y ;  and  he  t r a n s f e r r e d  some o f  th e  showman

s h ip  v a lu e s  o f  H ollyw ood to  t h e  news f i e l d .  He began  t o  be  

p h o to g ra p h e d  r e g u l a r l y  w h ile  on  h i s  I n d ia n  to u r  and  w h ile  i n  

A f r i c a  w i th  th e  l e a d in g  f i g u r e s  o f  th e  d a y  who m ig h t a l s o  be 

on s a f a r i .  I t  i s  from  t h i s  p e r io d  t h a t  h i s  e l a b o r a t e  f i l e s  

o f  p h o to g ra p h s  d a t e .  T3ie a u th o r  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h i s  a w a re 

n e s s  o f  th e  V . I .P .  h a s  b een  a  c o n s i s t e n t  c a r e e r - b u i ld i n g  

s t r a ta g e m . I n  lo o k in g  o v e r  th e  h u n d re d s  o f  p h o to g ra p h s  i n  

Thomas* c o l l e c t i o n ,  one r e a l i z e s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  t o  Thomas o f  

b e in g  p h o to g ra p h e d  w ith  King G eorge V, w ith  G e n e ra l  A lle n b y ,
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w ith  P r e s id e n t  H o o v e r, w i th  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t ,  o r  w i th  

L aw rence o f  A ra b ia  o u t s id e  h i s  t e n t  i n  th e  d e s e r t .  Thomas 

u n d e rs ta n d s  how th e  "g lam o r"  o r  c e l e b r i t y  i n d u s t r y  w orks i n  

t h i s  c o u n tr y  an d  h a s  u t i l i z e d  t h i s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  fro m  h i s  

e a r l i e s t  d ay s  a s  a  l e c t u r e r .  "B eing  c lo s e  t o  th o s e  i n  th e  

news h e lp s  b u i ld  th e  r e p o r t e r ' s  own r e p u t a t i o n  and p o s s ib l y  

some o f  th e  l u s t r e  ru b s  o f f  on  th e  man who i s  m e re ly  t a k in g  

down th e  s t o r y .

Summary
The se c o n d  c h a p te r ,  "The B ackground  o f  L ow ell Thomas" 

h a s  b e en  c o n c e rn e d  m a in ly  w i th  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  i n  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  

o r d e r  b io g r a p h ic a l  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t h i s  e a r l y  l i f e .  F o r  th e  

f i r s t  tw e n ty  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  h i s  f a t h e r .  D r. H a rry  G. 

Thomas e x e r t e d  a  d o m in an t i n f l u e n c e .  He n o t  o n ly  e n c o u ra g e d  

him  t o  d e v e lo p  h i s  sp e a k in g  v o ic e  b u t  la u n c h e d  him  in f o r m a l ly  

a t  a n  e a r l y  ag e  a s  a  s p e a k e r  f o r  s o c i a l  f u n c t io n s  i n  C r ip p le  

C re e k .

H is  c o l l e g e  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ere  c h r o n ic le d  a t  th e  U n iv e r

s i t y  o f  N o r th e rn  I n d ia n a ,  a t  C h icag o  K ent Law S c h o o l, and  a t  

P r in c e to n .  He was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  law , i n  

e d i t i n g  a  n e w sp a p e r, and  y e t  q u i t e  u n c e r t a i n  o f  h i s  e v e n tu a l  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t. I n  1919 h e  m a r r ie d  P ra n c e s  Ryan o f  

D enver who w en t w i th  him  on h i s  l e c t u r e  t o u r s ;  th e y  h av e  one

son,; L o w e ll, J r . ,  who was b o rn  i n  1922 . The m e e tin g  w ith
  ----------------

L o w ell Thomas, i n  i n te r v ie w  w i th  th e  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  1 ,
1 9 6 4 . ,
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C o lo n e l  L aw rence I n  J e r u s a le m  was c i t e d  a s  b e in g  a  f o r t u n a t e  

s t e p p in g s to n e ,  f o r  i t  l e d  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  t e n  y e a r s  o f  p la t f o r m  

l e c tu r i n g *  Thomas h ad  d e f i n i t e  id e a s  a s  a  p r o d u c e r  o f  h i s  

own l e c t u r e  p ro g ram  o f  w hat t h e a t r i c a l  e le m e n ts  he  w ish e d  to  

u s e ,  an d  th e  d e v ic e s  t o  en h an c e  W ith  Law rence i n  A ra b ia  and  

W ith  A lle n b y  i n  P a l e s t i n e  a r e  d e s c r i b e d .

The c h a p t e r  e n d e a v o rs  t o  e x p la in  th e  s im p le ,  r u r a l  

O hio b a c k g ro u n d  w h ich  p ro d u c e d  Thomas, and th e  e m p h a sis  on 

" p l a i n  l i v i n g  and  h ig h  t h in k i n g "  w h ich  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h i s  

f a t h e r ,  an d  t o  some d e g re e  Thomas h i m s e l f . F u r t h e r ,  i t  was 

e m p h a s ize d  t h a t  Thomas h a s  a lw a y s  had  a  k in d  o f  " ro m a n tic  

r e a d i n e s s  f o r  e x p e r ie n c e "  a lo n g  w i th  a  c e r t a i n  f l e x i b i l i t y  

and  m o b i l i t y  so  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  p r o f i t  f ro m  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  

w h e re v e r  i t  d e v e lo p e d . O ver th e  y e a r s  fam e and  f i n a n c i a l  

in d e p e n d e n c e  came th ro u g h  h i s  i n n a t e  b u s in e s s  s e n s e  and  h i s  

s e n s e  o f  show m ansh ip .



CHAPTER I I I

THE RADIO CAREER

I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  we s h a l l  be c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  o p p o r

t u n i t y  p r e s e n te d  to  L o w ell Thomas i n  1929 a s  th e  s u c c e s s o r  to  

F lo y d  G ib b o n s; th e  r o l e  w h ich  W illia m  P a le y  p la y e d  i n  la u n c h 

in g  Thom as' c a r e e r ;  and  we s h a l l  s e e  w h a t th e  p r e v a i l i n g  

a tm o sp h e re  was l i k e  i n  b r o a d c a s t in g  i n  th e  v e ry  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 *s 

among h i s  r i v a l s  and  c o l l e a g u e s .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h i s  c h a p te r  

w i l l  d e v e lo p  th e  fram ew ork  o f  L o w ell T hom as' c a r e e r  and 

a t t e m p t  t o  show th e  s i n g u l a r  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  h i s  o n - t h e - a i r  

p e r s o n a l i t y .  More d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  and  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  

f o l lo w  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a p t e r s .

The Opportunity 
In 1929 Floyd Gibbons was broswicasting over the 

National Broadcasting Company (NBC) for fifteen minuteà at 
6:00 PM six nights a week. With his staccato, maehine-gun 
delivery he reeled off fifteen minutes of news on behalf of 
the Literary Digest. His listening audience as well as his 
sponsor held him in high regard; but he was only on the air 
for seven months. Gibbons' picture with his famous eye-patch, 
which was the badge of a wound he received while a war cor
respondent during World War I, was familiar everywhere. But

35
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a s  Thomas r e v e a le d ,  Q lbbons was a  h a r d - d r i n k i n g , h a r d - f i s t e d  

J o u r n a l i s t  o f  th e  o ld  s c h o o l ,  who t e n  se c o n d s  b e fo r e  a i r  

t im e  m ig h t f i l l  th e  a i r  w i th  " b lu e  la n g u a g e  t h a t  w ould c u r l  

th e  h a i r  o f  a  U te I n d i a n ." ^  H is  s p o n s o rs  came t o  d i s l i k e  

h i s  p e r s o n a l  h a b i t s  and  r e a c t e d  u n f a v o ra b ly  t o  h i s  m annerism s 

and  to  h i s  sw a sh b u c k lin g  b e h a v io r .  Soon th e y  w ere  lo o k in g  

f o r  e i t h e r  a  re p la c e m e n t o r  s im p ly  t o  end th e  m a t t e r  

a l t o g e t h e r .

I n  th e  summer o f  1930 , F lo y d  G ibbons and  h i s  s p o n s o r ,  

t h e  R e a d e r 's  D ig e s t ,  r e a c h e d  a  d e f i n i t e  p a r t i n g  o f  th e  w ays. 

•Riis a p p e a re d  to  le a v e  th e  f i e l d  w ide open  f o r  th e  C olum bia 

B ro a d c a s t in g  System  (CBS), i f  th e y  c o u ld  f i n d  a  s u c c e s s o r  

whom th e  sp o n s o r  would be w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t .  A c co rd in g  to  

Thomas, t h e r e  fo llo w e d  a  c o n t e s t  b e tw een  th e  two n e tw o rk s  

when th e  b re a k  was an n o u n ced , and  c o lu m n is t s ,  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  

from  th e  sp e a k in g  p la t f o r m ,  e d i t o r s ,  emd w r i t e r s  b egan  

a u d i t i o n in g  f o r  th e  jo b .  Y et none seem ed t o  s a t i s f y  th e  

D ig e s t  h i e r a r c h y  who had  become accu sto m ed  t o  F lo y d  G ibbons 

and h i s  s k i l l  a s  a  f a s t  t a l k e r .

W illia m  S . P a l e y 's  r o l e

The L i t e r a r y  D ig e s t  h ad  v i r t u a l l y  d e c id e d  t o  g iv e  up 

r a d io  when one o f  W illia m  S . P a l e y 's  a s s o c i a t e s  a t  CBS 

d e c id e d  to  c a l l  i n  L o w ell Thom as. He in t r o d u c e d  Thomas to

L ow ell Thomas, i n t e r v ie w  w ith  a u th o r ,  June  1 , 1964, 
i n  New York C i ty .
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P a le y , and  P a le y  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  im p re s s e d  w i th  h i s  b a c k 

g ro u n d  emd h i s  s p e a k in g  m anner t o  s t a g e  a  r a t h e r  e l a b o r a t e  

a u d i t i o n .

The s t o r y  o f  how t h i s  a u d i t i o n  to o k  p la c e ,  how th e  

f i r s t  s c r i p t  was w r i t t e n  a s  a  k in d  o f  j o i n t  e f f o r t ,  and  how 

L o w ell Thomas a c t u a l l y  la u n c h e d  h i s  r a d i o  c a r e e r  i s  w o rth y  

o f  m e n tio n :

B i l l  P a le y  saw What a p p e a re d  t o  be a  r e a l  ch an ce  t o  
la n d  th e  L i t e r a ^  D ig e s t  c o n t r a c t .  He s a i d  t o  me,
*Vte m ust n o t  f a i l .  T h is  t r y o u t  news b r o a d c a s t  m u st 
b e  a  m a s te r p ie c e .  C o lum bia  w i l l  lo a n  you  i t s  b e s t  
b r a in s  t o  p r e p a r e  i t . *

T h is  g av e  me q u i t e  a  J o l t .  I  d i d n ' t  q u i t e  u n d e r 
s ta n d  how C o lu m b ia 's  " b e s t  b r a i n s "  c o u ld  h e lp  me 
p r e p a r e  a  f i f t e e n  m in u te  t a l k .  B u t I  r e p l i e d :  OK, 
i f  you  a r e  g o in g  t o  g iv e  me y o u r  f i n e s t  b r a i n s ,  why. 
I ' l l  ro u n d  u p  th e  b e s t  b r a i n s  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  and  
w e ' l l  r e a l l y  make i t  a n  e v e n t .

T h ree  d a y s  l a t e r  h e r e  i s  w hat h ap p en ed  : I  r e n t e d  th e  
p e n th o u s e  a t  t h e  P r in c e to n  C lub  i n  New Y ork f o r  a n  
a l l - d a y  s e s s i o n .  M r. P a le y  s e n t  h i s  b e s t  b r a i n s  and  
I  b ro u g h t  m in e . % a t  i s ,  I  c a l l e d  up  my p u b l i s h e r  
a t  G arden  C i ty ,  Long I s l a n d ,  and  s a i d :  "M r. D o u b le 
d a y , h ave  you  an y  b r a i n s  o u t  t h e r e ? "  When I  e x 
p la in e d ,  he  t o l d  me t h a t  he  w ould  se n d  i n  s e v e r a l  
o f  t h e i r  b r i g h t e s t  young m en. So when we s a t  down 
a t  th e  P r in c e to n  C lub a t  9 A.M. t h a t  m o rn ing  t o  d i s 
c u s s  how t o  p r e p a r e  a  r a d i o  news b r o a d c a s t  and  w hat 
t o  i n c lu d e ,  o u r  g ro u p  was made up o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  : 
from  CBS, J e s s e  B u tc h e r ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  p u b l ic  r e l a 
t i o n s  (w h ich  some m onths l a t e r  became t h e  f i r s t  news 
d e p a r tm e n t ) . B u tc h e r  was a  v e te r a n  newsman fro m  th e  
New Y ork T im es. A ls o , N ick  Dawson, whom I  was t o l d  
was a b le  t o  'd o  a lm o s t  a n y th in g  i n  r a d i o . '  He h ad  
b e e n  a n  a c t o r ,  a  c irc io s  man, and  h ad  many t a l e n t s .
And f o r  h i s  t h i r d  man, Mr. P a le y  s e n t  P a u l  K e s te n , 
one o f  t h e i r  young e x e c u t iv e s  who l a t e r  became 
c h a irm a n  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  CBS. D o ub leday  s e n t  me 
G eorge E ll im a n  and  a  young m a n u s c r ip t  r e a d e r  who 
s p e n t  h i s  s p a r e  t im e  w r i t i n g  v e r s e ,  Ogden N ash.
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I also brought along Prosper Buranelll, vrtio had 
been a star feature writer on the New York Heraldj 
and an old personal friend who had managed several 
road companies of my Allenby-Lawrence show, and who 
likewise later became famous: Dale Carnegie.
T h is  was i n  th e  P r o h i b i t i o n  e r a ,  an d  know ing 
so m e th in g  a b o u t  th e  h a b i t s  o f  new spaperm en, I  
b ro u g h t  a  f l a g o n  o f  som ething^ t h a t  m ig h t r e f r e s h  
them , fro m  o u r  fa rm  i n  D u tc h e s s  couprty .

N ic k  Dawson and  D ale  C a rn e g ie  g o t  i n t o  a n  a rg u m en t 
a s  t o  how you  s h o u ld  s t a r t  a  news show . A t th e  end 
o f  th e  d a y , th e y  s t i l l  h a d n 't  ccane to  a n  a g re e m e n t.
N ev er was t h e r e  a  s to r m ie r  d e b a te  th a n  w en t a ro u n d  
t h a t  t a b l e .  We n e v e r  d id  g e t  t o  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  
w r i t i n g  a  s c r i p t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  few  p a ra g ra p h s  
tu r n e d  o u t  by  Ogden N ash .

L a te  i n  th e  a f t e r n o o n ,  s e e in g  t h a t  we w ere  g e t t i n g  
n o w sh e re . P ro s p e r  an d  I  d i s a p p e a r e d ;  th e  o th e r s  n o t  
e v e n  m is s in g  u s .  We h u r r i e d l y  p u t  t o g e t h e r  some 
n o te s  an d  w en t up t o  CBS and  I  w en t on th e  a i r  a t  
s i x  o 'c l o c k . 2

W ill ia m  S . P a le y ,  C hairm an  o f  th e  B oard  o f  CBS s t a t e s  

t h a t  i n  1930  he  was i n s t r u m e n ta l  i n  g e t t i n g  L o w ell Thomas 

s t a r t e d  a s  a  b r o a d c a s t e r  and  t h a t  now Thomas s u r e l y  h o ld s  a  

t i t l e :  r a d i o ' s  m ost d u r a b le  c a r e e r . ^  P a le y  c la im s  t h a t  

Thomas h a s  b e e n  on th e  a i r  lo n g e r  th a n  any  o th e r  A m erican  

n e w s c a s te r ,  and  t h a t  he  h a s  b e e n  h e a rd  a t  t h e  same t im e -  

segm en t i n  th e  e v e n in g  w h ich  i s  a  s o r t  o f  r e c o r d  i n  i t s e l f  

and  te n d s  t o  make Thomas " a  k in d  o f  l i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n . " ^

^ L o w e ll Thomas i n  "F o rew ord" t o  H i s to r y  a s  You H eard  
I t  (G ard en  C i ty ,  N .Y .: D o u b led ay , 1957), PP. Ix-x.

3ibid., p. X.
^At the present, Thomas' Buick-sponsored program is 

heard at 6:45 P.M. (E.S.T.) but is only ten minutes in 
length. %omas was reduced to ten minutes in 1958.
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P a le y  c o n t in u e s  i n  th e  “F o rew o rd "  t o  H i s t o r y  a s  You 

H eard  I t ;

% e  y e a r  1930  I s  n o t  one t h a t  many p e o p le  rem em ber 
w i th  p l e a s u r e .  Pew r e p u t a t i o n s  w ere  made t h a t  
y e a r ;  I t  was a  t im e  when many t h in g s  w ere  e n d in g  
and v e ry  few  w ere  b e g in n in g .  Y et so m e th in g  Im por
t a n t  d id  b e g in .

To many I t  may seem  I n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  I n  1930 th e r e  
was o n ly  one d a l l y  n e w s c a s t .  And I t  had  b een  on 
t h e  a i r  f o r  o n ly  s e v e n  m o n th s . B ut I n  t h a t  t im e  I t  
had  b ro u g h t  f u r t h e r  fam e t o  a  p ic tu r e s q u e  w ar c o r 
re s p o n d e n t  named F lo y d  G ib b o n s . H is  p o p u l a r i t y  was 
no d o u b t e n h an c ed  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  p ro g ram  p r e 
c ed e d  Amos n* Andy, a n d  a l s o  b e c a u se  he  gave  th e  
im p re s s io n  o f  t a l k i n g  f a s t e r  th a n  anyone  who had  
e v e r  f a c e d  a  m ic ro p h o n e .5

Colleagues and Rivals 
The American Broadcasting Company commentator and 

writer, Quincy Howe sounded a somewhat dire note In 1957 
when he spoke of the general picture of decline for the radio 
commentator.

L ess th a n  tw e n ty  y e a r s  h ave  p a s s e d  s in c e  th e  c o n 
j u n c t i o n  o f  th e  r a d i o  I n d u s t r y  and  th e  Second 
W orld War b ro u g h t  th e  news a n a l y s t ,  o r  com m enta to r 
I n t o  su d d en  b e in g  . . . th e  c o n ju n c t io n  o f  t e l e 
v i s i o n ,  p e a c e , and  p r o s p e r i t y  t h r e a t e n s  him  w ith  
g r a d u a l  e x t i n c t i o n . °

A lth o u g h  e i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  th e  news com m en ta to r I s  n o t  y e t  

e x t i n c t ,  r e l a t i v e l y  few  o f  th e  men who em erged a s  comm enta

t o r s  b e fo r e  W orld War I I  a r e  s t i l l  a p p e a r in g  on n a t i o n a l  

r a d i o  n e tw o rk s .

 51I b i d . ,  p .  v l l .

^Quincy Howe, " 
t a t o r , " S a tu rd a y  R eview  (O c to b e r  2 6 , 1 9 5 7 ) , P» 1 3 .

^Q u in cy  Howe, "The R is e  and  F a l l  o f  th e  R ad io  Commen-
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L loyd  M o rr is , t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  h a s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  

t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  r a d i o  i n  s h a p in g  a t t i t u d e s  and  m o ld in g  

o p in io n :

By th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  c e n tu r y ,  th e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  
news h ad  become one o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  s e r v i c e s  
u n d e r ta k e n  b y  r a d i o .  . . .  I t  was a l s o ,  b y  i t s  
n a t u r e ,  one o f  th e  m o st d e l i c a t e  and  d i f f i c u l t .
F o r  t h e  m ean ing  o f  t h e  news i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  m a t
t e r  o f  o p in io n .  S p e c i a l i s t s  and  e x p e r t s ,  l i k e  a l l  
human b e in g s ,  a r e  s u b j e c t  to  p r e j u d i c e .  And i n  
c e r t a i n  f i e l d s — su c h  a s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  i n d u s t r i a l  
r e l a t i o n s ,  s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n — th e  r e a l  im p l i c a 
t i o n s  o f  news may be a  m a t t e r  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y .  On 
th e  A h o le , t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  news f u r n i s h e d  by  th e  
f o u r  n a t i o n a l  n e tw o rk s  was s i n g u l a r l y  f r e e  fro m  
b i a s ,  p a r t i s a n s h i p  and d i s t o r t i o n .  A num ber o f  
r a d i o ' s  news a n a l 3r s t s  w ere  o u t s t a n d in g  f o r  t h e i r  
a c h ie v e m e n t i n  in fo rm in g  and  e d u c a t in g  p u b l ic  
o p in io n  r a t h e r  th a n  s e e k in g  t o  in f lu e n c e  i t . '

The r a d io  news co m m en ta to r was a n  u n u s u a l  k in d  o f  

r a d i o  p e r fo rm e r  i n  th e  1 9 3 0 * s . He was a s  much a  f e a t u r e  

w r i t e r  a s  a  r e p o r t e r ,  b e c a u s e  he  f r e q u e n t l y  e x p la in e d  th e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  news he  r e p o r t e d .  He was r e l a t e d  t o  th e  

e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r s  o f  n e w sp a p e rs  and  m ag a z in es , b e c a u se  he 

f r e q u e n t l y  o f f e r e d  h i s  own o p in io n s ;  and  co m m en ta to rs  som e

t im e s  had  much i n  common w i th  g o s s ip  c o lu m n is t s .  T h ere  w ere  

few  g u id e  l i n e s ,  few  p r e c e d e n t s ,  few  d e c l a r e d  p o l i c i e s  o f  

o p e r a t io n  and c e r t a i n l y  no m an u a ls  o f  s t y l e .

Moat news b r o a d c a s t s  on  th e  n e tw o rk s  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d

b e tw een  I 927 and  1932 w ere  i d e n t i f i e d  by  th e  name o f  th e  man

re a d in g  th e  new s. D av id  L aw rence , F r e d e r i c k  W illia m  W ile , 
 —---------------

'L lo y d  M o rr is . N ot Long Ago (New Y ork : Random H ouse. 
1 9 4 9 ) , p .  4 8 5 . ------------
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H. V. K a l te n b o rn ,  F lo y d  G ibbons w ere  th e  f o r e r u n n e r s  o f  

L o w e ll Thomas. A t NBC, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

news p rogram s a s  th e  " K a lte n b o rn  p ro g ram " came a b o u t  r a t h e r  

n a t u r a l l y .  The u se  o f  th e  name a l s o  made news g a th e r in g  

som ew hat e a s i e r .  "The name L o w ell Tliomas was s u f f i c i e n t  to  

w in  a c c e s s  t o  many o f f i c i a l  c i r c l e s  w here  th e  r e g u l a r  p r e s s
Q

was n o t  w elcom . "

Many n e tw o rk  n e w s c a s ts  p r e s e n te d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  

o f  th e  new s, s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  th e  p e r s o n  r e a d in g  th e  news was 

e x p e r t  i n  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s .  D u rin g  th e  1933-34  s e a s o n ,

G eorge H olm es, c h i e f  o f  th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  News S e r v ic e  

W ash in g to n  B u reau , was i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  th e  "W ash ing ton  

B u re a u ."  F r e d e r i c k  W illia m  W i l e 's  n e w sc a s t  was t i t l e d  "The 

P o l i t i c a l  S i t u a t i o n , "  and  Edw in 0 .  H i l l  was i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  

"The Human S id e  o f  th e  News . Th i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p e r 

s o n a l i t i e s  w i th  news p ro g ram  was one f a c t o r  w h ich  in f lu e n c e d  

th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  news com m entary .

D av id  Bulman h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  o n ly  two f u l l 

t im e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  newsmen i n  th e  n e tw o rk  r a d i o  b e fo r e  1934:

H. V. K a l te n b o rn  and  L o w ell T h o m a s . K a lte n b o rn  a p p e a re d  on 

r a d i o  a s  e a r l y  a s  1922 , l e f t  h i s  Job  on th e  s t a f f  o f  th e

% b e l  A la n  S c h e c h te r ,  I  L iv e  on  A ir  (New Y ork : 
F r e d e r i c k  A. S to k e s ,  1 9 4 1 ) , p .  2 1 .

^ R o b e r t R . S m ith , "The W artim e R ad io  News Com mentar
i e s  o f  Raymond Sw ing: 1 9 39 -1945" ( d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  th e  
O hio S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  I 9 6 3 ) ,  p .  3»

^ ^ a v i d  Bulm an, H o ld e rs  o f  O p in io n  (2nd e d . ;  M ilwau
kee  : B ruce  P u b l i s h in g  C o ., 1 9 4 6 ) , p .  4 6 .
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B ro o k ly n  E a g le  t o  j o i n  t h e  CBS s t a f f  p e rm a n e n tly  i n  1931»

Thom as, who had b e e n  t o u r in g  a s  a  l e c t u r e r  and  w hose fam e

was g ro w in g  r a p i d l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  1924 G arden  C i ty  e d i t i o n

o f  W ith  L aw rence i n  A r a b ia ,  w e n t i n t o  r a d i o  i n  1930 b e c a u se
11i t  i n c r e a s e d  th e  demand f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  a s  a  l e c t u r e r .

L o w ell Thomas and  H. V. K a lte n b o rn  a r e  im p o r ta n t  i n  

Bulm an*s e s t im a t e  b e c a u se  th e y  p o s s e s s  two o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r 

i s t i c s  i d e n t i f i e d  l a t e r  w i th  news co m m en ta to rs  : a u t h o r i t y  

an d  p r e c i s e  know ledge o f  f o r e i g n  p la c e s  and  p ro b le m s . Thus 

th e  s e e d s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  g rew  d u r in g  a  phenom enon known 

a s  th e  " p r e s s - r a d i o  w ar"  (1 9 3 3 -3 5 ) and  r a d i o  news commen

t a r y  was p o p u la r iz e d  by  c e r t a i n  men o f  t a l e n t  i n  r e p o r t i n g .  

The ad v an cem en t o f  r a d i o  a s  a  news medium was t e m p o r a r i l y  

h a l t e d  by  th e  p r e s s u r e  o f  n ew sp ap er i n t e r e s t s  who f e a r e d  th e  

r i v a l r y  o f  b r o a d c a s t  new s. T h e re  e n su e d  fro m  1933 t o  1935 

th e  " p r e s s - r a d i o  w ar"  d u r in g  w h ich  t im e  r a d io  news b u l l e t i n s  

w ere  l i m i t e d  by  a g re e m e n t to  t h i r t y  w ords and  a  t im e  s c h e d u le  

t h a t  p r o h i b i t e d  th e  a i r i n g  o f  news w h ile  i t  was f r e s h  o f f  

t h e  w i r e s . 12

No t r e a tm e n t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  r a d i o  c a r e e r  o f  L o w ell 

Thomas w ould  be  c o m p le te  i f  i t  f a i l e d  t o  p o in t  o u t  two r a t h e r  

im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r s :  (1 )  L o w e ll Thomas had  v e ry  l i t t l e  t o  do

l l p a u l  W h ite . News on th e  A ir  (New Y ork: H a rc o u r t  
B ra ce  and  C o ., 1 9 4 7 ) , p .  2 ^ .

l ^ c h e s t e r .  G a r r is o n ,  and  W i l l i s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p p . 34-35*
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w ith  any  o t h e r  r a d i o  newsmen i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e n s e  and  h as  

s t e a d f a s t l y  p r e f e r r e d  to  w ork  a lo n e  and (2 ) L o w ell Thomas i s  

th e  s o l e  s u r v iv o r  among many names w h ich  have  come and  gone 

i n  w ha t i s  now b r o a d c a s t in g  h i s t o r y .  Prom th e  e x te n s iv e  

c o m p i la t io n  by  H a r r is o n  B . Summers, "R adio  P rogram s C a r r ie d  

on N a t io n a l  N e tw orks— 1926-1956"^^  one s e e s  a  r a t h e r  d ra m a tic  

p a t t e r n  o f  a  few  r a d i o  newsmen i n  th e  1930*s t o  a  m ushroom ing 

g ro w th  i n  a  p e r io d  o f  b ig  e x p a n s io n  d u r in g  th e  w ar and imme

d i a t e l y  a f t e r w a r d ,  t o  a  r a t h e r  ca lm  " f i n a l e "  a b o u t 1956 i n  

w h ich  o n ly  a  h a n d fu l  of. names a r e  fo u n d . B u t L ow ell Thomas* 

name re m a in s  a s  a  c o n s ta n t  th r e a d  i n  th e  p a t t e r n .

F o r  ex am p le , i n  th e  s e a s o n , 1 9 3 0 -3 1 , Summers l i s t s  

o n ly  s i x  names who d e l i v e r e d  th e  new s, e i t h e r  sp o n s o re d  o r  

s u s t a i n i n g .  L o w ell Thomas was sp o n s o re d  b y  th e  L i t e r a r y  

D i g e s t ; th e  o th e r  f i v e  w ere c a r r i e d  s u s t a i n in g  by  t h e i r  n e t 

w o rk s . 'Biey w e re : H. V. K a lte n b o rn , W illia m  S . H ard , D av id  

L aw rence , F r e d e r i c k  W illia m  W ile , and  C h a r le s  F l e i s h e r .^ ^

I n  th e  1939-40  b r o a d c a s t in g  y e a r ,  t h e r e  w ere a b o u t 25 f u l l 

tim e  co m m en ta to rs  o r  newsmen o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e p u t a t i o n  on 

th e  n e t w o r k s . M a n y  o f  th e  same names p lu s  a  few  new ones 

a r e  fo u n d  i n  th e  1943-44  p e r io d ;  and y e t  th e  " c o rp s "  o f  new s

men h a s  grow n t o  a b o u t f o r t y  f e a t u r e d  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n  th e  

1952-53  p e r io d .

^ ^ H a r r is b n  B . Summers, "R adio  P rogram s C a r r ie d  on 
N a t io n a l  N etw ork— 1926 - I 9 5 6 , The O hio S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 .

^ ^ I b i d . ,  p . 2 1 . ^5 % b id ., p .  16 0 .
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Such names a s  Boake C a r t e r ,  Edw in C. H i l l ,  G eorge 

H olm es, G a b r ie l  H e a t t e r ,  Raymond Sw ing, G e n e ra l  Hugh S . 

Jo h n so n , D o ro th y  Thcmipson, C e s a r  S a e r c h in g e r ,  W a lte r  W in- 

c h e l l ,  E lm er D a v is ,  H enry  J .  T a y lo r  and  o th e r s  l i s t e d  by  D r . 

Summers h av e  e i t h e r  d i e d ,  d r i f t e d  i n t o  o t h e r  o c c u p a t io n s ,  o r  

a r e  r e t i r e d .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  P u l to n  L ew is , J r .  i s  r e g u l a r l y  

h e a rd  on  M utual a t  th e  t im e  o f  t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  and  t h a t  W a lte r  

W in c h e ll  i s  on th e  a i r  s p o r a d i c a l l y ;  b u t  none h a s  a p p ro x im a te d  

th e  y e a r - i n - y e a r - o u t  r e c o r d  o f  L ow ell "Diomas, w i th  a s  few  

s p o n s o r  ch an g es  and  l i t t l e  o r  no change i n  th e  b r o a d c a s t  

h o u r .  Thomas h a s  had  f o u r  m a jo r  s p o n s o r s ;  th e  L i t e r a r y  

D i g e s t , Sun O i l ,  P r o c to r  and  Gam ble, and  G e n e ra l  M o to rs . He 

d id  go  o n  th e  a i r  fro m  1950 t o  1952 f o r  K a is e r  M o to rs ; b u t  

h a s  b e e n  s p o n s o re d  by  G e n e ra l  M otors s in c e  1952 . I n  p a r t i c u 

l a r ,  h e  h a s  b e e n  s p o n s o re d  b y  th e  O ld sm o b ile  D iv i s io n  o f  

G e n e ra l  M otors f o r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  and  a t  p r e s e n t  b y  

B u ic k .

T e l e v i s i o n  a c t i v i t y

L o w e ll Thomas a p p e a re d  on NBC-TV from  F e b ru a ry  2 1 ,

1940  t o  Ju n e  2 9 , 1940  d u r in g  th e  q u a r t e r  h o u r ,  6 :4 5 - 7 :0 0  P.M. 

i n  th e  f i r s t  t e l e v i s i o n  and  r a d i o  news s im u lc a s t  on  th e  a i r .  

He was a l s o  th e  h o s t  n a r r a t o r  f o r  "Our A m erican  H e r i t a g e "  

d u r in g  th e  s e a s o n  1960 - 196 I  on  NBC. He h a s  made num erous 

g u e s t  a p p e a ra n c e s  on  a l l  n e tw o rk s .  P h i l o s o p h i c a l ly ,  Thomas 

s t a t e d  t h a t  " s in c e  I*m no lo n g e r  young o r  a t t r a c t i v e ,  and
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n e v e r  p r e te n d e d  t o  lo o k  l i k e  M ic h e la n g e lo  anyw ay. I ' d  a s  

so o n  b e  th e  d ise m b o d ie d  v o ic e  com ing o v e r  th e  r a d i o . j j e  

im p l ie s  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  c a r e  f o r  t e l e v i s i o n ;  a l th o u g h  t h i s  

m ig h t b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h a t ,  f o r  one r e a s o n  o r  a n o th e r ,  h e  d id  

n o t  a c t u a l l y  h av e  th e  same im p a c t  t h a t  h e  h a s  h a d  on  r a d i o .

I t  hGLs b e e n  s u g g e s te d  i n  s e v e r a l  q u a r t e r s  t h a t  h e  i s  s im p ly  

to o  s h o r t  p h y s i c a l l y ,  and  t h a t  h i s  v o ic e  d o e s  n o t  m a tch  h i s  

r a t h e r  s m a l l  p h y s iq u e  o f  f i v e  f e e t ,  s e v e n  i n c h e s . Y e t, h i s  

h o u r - lo n g  s e r i e s  on CBS i n  1960 - 6 I ,  "H igh A d v e n tu re "  w ould  

seem  t o  p ro v e  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  c ir c u m v e n t  th e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  and  e v e n  I n g r a t i a t e  h im s e l f  w i th  th e  t e l e v i s i o n  

a u d ie n c e .  He h a s  r e v e a le d  t o  th e  a u th o r  t h a t  he  h as  made no 

p a r t i c u l a r  p la n s  f o r  th e  196 5 -6 6  t e l e v i s i o n  s e a s o n  o t h e r  th a n  

a n  o c c a s i o n a l ,  u n sc h e d u le d  g u e s t  a p p e a ra n c e .

The se c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  th e  

f a c t o r s  w h ich  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  T hom as' l o n g e v i ty  o r  d u r a b i l i t y  

i n  b r o a d c a s t in g .  The a u th o r  knows no s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  

p r o c e s s  w h ich  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  " c h a r is m a "  o f  a  m a g n e tic  p e r s o n 

a l i t y  i n t o  i t s  com ponent p a r t s ;  b u t  h e  w i l l  t r y  t o  l i s t  and 

t o  a s s e s s  th o s e  q u a l i t i e s  w h ich  h av e  k e p t  him  i n  p u b l i c  f a v o r  

f o r  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s .
------------- j '-g .......

L o w ell Thomas, i n  i n t e r v i e w  w ith  a u th o r  Ju n e  4 ,
1964 , i n  New Y ork C i ty .
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F a c to r s  C o n t r ib u t in g  t o  D u r a b i l i t y

A s id e  fro m  A r th u r  H u l l  H a y e s 's  c a l l i n g  L o w ell Thomas 

"Mr. R a d io "  a t  a  b a n q u e t  o f  th e  B ro a d c a s t  P io n e e r s ,  and  

W ill ia m  S . P a le y  r e f e r r i n g  to  him  a s  " r a d i o 's  m ost d u r a b le  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  " t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  Thom as' e n d u r in g  

c a r e e r .

He re m a in s  w i th  a  medium h e  knows and  u n d e r s ta n d s  

b e s t :  r a d i o .  " I  s t i l l  t h i n k  r a d i o  i s  a  b e t t e r  medium f o r  

d i s s e m in a t in g  news th a n  t e l e v i s i o n ;  b e c a u se  m o st news i s  

m e n ta l  n o t  p i c t o r i a l . T h o m a s  h ad  one y e a r  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  

news e x p e r ie n c e  i n  194 0 -4 1  a t  NBC an d  p e rh a p s  i t  w as th e  

e x p e r im e n ta l  n a tu r e  o f  th e  m edium , p e rh a p s  T hom as' d i s c o m f o r t  

u n d e r  th e  l i g h t s  and  th e  ad d ed  c o m p le x i ty  w h ic h  c a u se d  h im  to  

re n o u n c e  i t .  T h e re  i s  a l s o  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  a g e ,  an d  h e  may 

f e e l  t h a t  72  i s  to o  a d v an c ed  a n  a g e  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  th e  

cam eras  r e g u l a r l y .  S in c e  he  no lo n g e r  p r e f a c e s  th e  C ineram a 

f i l m  p r o d u c t io n s  w i th  h i s  " I n t r o d u c t io n "  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b le  t o  

assum e t h a t  t h i s  i s  h i s  a c q u ie s c e n c e  to  a g e .

I f  he  f i n d s  g r e a t e s t  l o y a l t y  among th e  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  

o f  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  a u d ie n c e  (an d  t h e r e  a r e  no a u d ie n c e  r e s e a r c h  

s t u d i e s  t o  p ro v e  o r  t o  d is p r o v e  t h i s ) ,  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t  

th e  " b a s ic  M id w e ste rn  a p p e a l"  o f  h i s  m i ld ly  c o n s e r v a t iv e  

p e r s o n a l i t y  commands a  c e r t a i n  l o y a l t y ,  and  t h a t  t h i s  l o y a l t y  

h a s  b e e n  s u s t a i n e d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s .

^ ‘L o w ell Thomas, i n te r v ie w  w i th  th e  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  1 , 
1 9 6 4 , New Y orkt
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T h is  w r i t e r  b e l i e v e s ,  ho w ev er, t h a t  Q u incy  Howe h a s

e x p re s s e d  a c c u r a t e l y  th e  r e a s o n s  f o r  Thomas* s u r v i v a l :

I n  th e  1920  *s Graham MacNSimee and  F lo y d  G ibbons 
p io n e e r e d  th e  f i e l d  o f  r e p o r t i n g  news e v e n ts  by  
r a d i o .
L o w ell Thomas and  Hans von  K a lte n b o rn  p io n e e re d  
th e  f i e l d  o f  n e w s c a s t in g .  By th e  m i d - t h i r t i e s ,  
t h e i r  names had  become h o u se h o ld  w o rd s .
A few  d o z en  o t h e r  n o ta b le s  have  come and  gone 
w i th  m e te o r ic  r e c o r d s  w h ich  h a v e n s in c e  f a d e d .
O hly  L ow ell Thomas now r e m a in s .

Howe s t a t e s  i n  t h i s  same a r t i c l e  t h a t  th e  q u a l i t i e s  f o r

s ta m in a ,  th e  q u a l i t i e s  w h ich  make n o t  f o r  m om entary  fam e b u t

f o r  perm anence  i n  su c h  a n  e p h e m e ra l t r a d e  a s  b r o a d c a s t in g  a r e

q u i t e  s im p ly , "a  r a r e  b le n d  o f  t a l e n t ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  and

e x p e r i e n c e . "

I n  a n  in f o r m a l  i n q u i r y ,  th e  a u th o r  a sk e d  Jo h n  Day, D i r e c 

t o r  o f  News and P u b lic  A f f a i r s  a t  S t a t i o n  WHDH, B o s to n , 

M a s s a c h u s e tts  w hat th e  p r i n c i p a l  f a c t o r s  i n  Thomas* " s u s 

t a i n e d  p o p u l a r i t y "  a r e .  Day, a  s e a s o n e d  newsman i n  h i s  own 

r i g h t ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  Thomas an sw ered  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  he 

lo o k e d  f o r  i n  a p p l i c a n t s  a t  WHDH. T h a t i s ,  Thomas w ould 

s c o re  h ig h ly  i n  a  c h e c k  l i s t  o f  th e s e  p e r s o n a l  a t t r i b u t e s :

1 .  P e r c e p t io n  and i n s i g h t

2 .  C u r i o s i t y  a b o u t th e  w o rld ?  A good r e p o r t e r  h a s  a n
i n s a t i a b l e  a p p e t i t e  f o r  i n f o r m a t io n .

3 . C l a r i t y . Does th e  news come fro m  a  c o h e r e n t ,  c l e a r
s c r i p t ?  I s  i t  c l e a r l y  d e l iv e r e d ?

----------------------TO-------------------------

Q uincy  Howe, "The R ise  and  P a l l  o f  th e  R ad io  Commen
t a t o r ,  " S a tu rd a y  R eview  (O c to b e r  2 6 , 1 9 5 7 ) , p .  13 .
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4 .  A c c u ra c y . Can th e  l i s t e n e r  t r u s t  th e  s t a te m e n t s  made?

Has th e  man a  r e c o r d  o f  a c h ie v e m e n t t h a t  sp e a k s  
f o r  a c c u ra c y  and  r e l i a b i l i t y ?

5 .  R e s o u r c e f u ln e s s . I s  th e  r a d i o  r e p o r t e r  a b le  t o  d ig  o u t
th e  f a c t s  o f  a  s t o r y  d e s p i t e  o b s t a c l e s ?  W il l  
he  go  a b o a rd  a  s p a c e s h ip ,  a  su b m a rin e , a  v o lc a n o  
t o  r e c o r d  a  s h o r t  f e a t u r e ?

intie above  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  I n fo rm a l  c h e c k  l i s t  o f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

t h a t  add  up t o  w hat Day c o n s id e r s  th e  c o m p le te  newsman.

The a u th o r  r e q u e s te d  Don M ozley , D i r e c t o r  o f  News and  

P u b l ic  A f f a i r s  f o r  KCBS, San F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  r e p l y  

t o  much th e  same q u e s t io n  on th e  d u r a b i l i t y  o f  L o w e ll Thomas. 

M ozley s t a t e d  t h a t  Thomas h ad  b een  a b le  t o  a r r i v e  a t  th e  

f a c t s  and  t o  In fo rm  th e  p u b l ic  n o tw i th s ta n d in g  some b a r r i e r s  

and  p ro b lem s e s p e c i a l l y  d u r in g  w a r tim e . When th e s e  p ro b lem s 

( s o u r c e s ,  q u o t a t i o n s ,  g o v ern m en t c e n s o r s h ip )  lo o m e d ," L o w ell 

OSiomas e f f e c t i v e l y  su rm o u n ted  them ; he seem s t o  s o lv e  h i s  

p ro b lem s q u i e t l y  and  n o t  to  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e m . H e  added  

t h a t  Thomas* d u r a b i l i t y  was a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  h i s  I m p e r tu rb 

a b i l i t y  and  h i s  g i f t  " to  a d - l l b  on th e  a i r  I n  c a s e  o f  an  

em ergency"  was n o t  t o  be  d i s c o u n te d .

One c o u ld  a l s o  u se  th e  m e a su r in g  s t i c k  w h ich  was 

a p p l i e d  by  Howe t o  H. V. K a l te n b o rn .  Howe fo u n d  t h a t  b o th  

K a l te n b o rn  and Thomas had  a u t h o r i t y  end  th e  b a ck g ro u n d  o f  

t r a v e l . T hese  c o n v in c in g  q u a l i t i e s  ea*e f e l t  b y  t h e  l i s t e n e r

^ ^ L e t t e r t o  t h e  a u th o r ,  J u l y  14 , 1964 fro m  Jo h n  Day, 
WHDH, B o s to n .

pA
L e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  17 , 1964 fro m  Don M ozley, 

KCBS, San F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f o r n i a .
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a t  home, an d  b e c a u se  t h e y  a r e  i n t a n g i b l e s  th e y  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  a s s e s s .

Don M ozley  a t te m p te d  f u r t h e r  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  Thomas*

d u r a b i l i t y  and h i s  p la c e  i n  r a d i o  n e tw o rk  news ;

I  t h i n k  he  i s  d u r a b le  b e c a u se  he i s  su c h  a  good 
sa le s m a n  f o r  th e  new s. A n e w s c a s t  n eed  n o t  be 
th o u g h t  o f  p u r e l y  i n  te rm s  o f  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
p u b l ic  s e r v i c e  f e a t u r e .  Good n e w s c a s ts  a t t r a c t  
and  h o ld  l i s t e n e r s ;  and  th e y  s e l l  g o o d s .

News i n  i t s e l f  commands a t t e n t i o n .  L o w ell Thomas 
h a s  t h i s  g i f t .  He c a n  a l s o  make news h im s e l f .
And h i s  s p o n s o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  h a s  b een  one o f  th e  
m ost p r i z e d  i n  b r o a d c a s t in g  h i s t o r y . 21

I n  a t t e m p t in g  t o  p i n - p o i n t  r e a s o n s  w h ich  a c c o u n t f o r  

Thomas * d u r a b le  p o s i t i o n  i n  CBS News, one i s  o b v io u s ly  

d e a l in g  w i th  s u b j e c t i v e  s ta te m e n ts  p r e f e r r e d  p e rh a p s  by n o n - 

t y p i c a l  sp o k esm en . By th e  sam e to k e n ,  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  i n  

th e  f i e l d  o f  b r o a d c a s t in g  o r  c o m m u n ica tio n s  m akes t h e i r  

o p in io n s  v a l i d .  F o r i n s t a n c e ,  L o u is  G. Cowan, fo rm e r  

t e l e v i s i o n  p ro d u c e r  and  c u r r e n t l y  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  Morse 

C om m unication  R e s e a rc h  C e n te r  a t  B ra n d e is  U n i v e r s i t y  spoke  

t o  th e  a u th o r  b r i e f l y  on  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  s u s t a in e d  

p o p u l a r i t y :

Mr. Thomas h a s  p o s s i b l y  t h e  m o st f a m i l i a r  v o ic e  
i n  A m erican  b r o a d c a s t in g .  T h ere  a r e  p r o b a b ly  
few  A m erican s who h av e  n o t  h e a rd  h i s  v o i c e .  As 
f o r  h i s  d u r a b i l i t y ,  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  i s  due t o

^Don M ozley , l e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  3, 1964 .
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h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  k e e p  t r a v e l i n g  and  to  s u s t a i n  
h i s  c u r i o s i t y  a b o u t a l l  fo rm s o f  w o rld  s o c i e t y . 22

T h ere  i s  a l s o  a  s t r e n g t h  w hibh  com es, a c c o rd in g  to  

M aurice  Z o lo to w , fro m  ( l )  n o t  o f f e n d in g  a n y o n e , (2 ) p u rv e y in g  

i m p a r t i a l i t y  a s  opposed  to  th u n d e r in g  o p in io n s ,  and (3 )  

l e a v in g  th e  l i s t e n e r  r e a s s u r e d  t h a t  th e  w o rld  i s  p r e t t y  

d e c e n t  a f t e r  a l l . ^3 T h is  l a s t  im p re s s io n  h a s  b e e n  r e i t e r 

a te d  i n  one fo rm  o r  a n o th e r  t o  th e  a u th o r  by  a  dozen  p e o p le  

aw are  t h a t  t h i s  w ork was i n p r o g r e s s .  And i t  may n o t  be th e  

l e a s t  r e a s o n  to  a c c o u n t  f o r  Thom as' p o p u l a r i t y  t o  s a y  t h a t  

he  r a d i a t e s  c h e e r ,  o r  t h a t  he  r e v e a l s  good humor i n  a lm o s t  

e v e r y  n e w s c a s t .

Below i s  a  H ooper r a t i n g ^ ^  show ing  how th e  p u b l ic  r e 

g a rd e d  th e  le a d in g  news p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o v e r  a  tw e lv e -m o n th  

p e r io d  e n d in g  i n  A u g u s t, 1946:

HOOFER RATING: S e p t . ,  1 9 4 5 -A u g u s t, 1946

W a lte r  W in c h e ll 1 8 . 9 G a b r ie l  H e a t t e r 6 .1
L ow ell Thomas 1 1 .0 W ill ia m  S h i r e r 4 . 9
B i l l  H enry 9 . 7 F u l to n  L ew is, J r . 4 . 9
H. V. K a l te n b o rn 9 . 3 A r th u r  H ale 3 . 8
Drew P e a rs o n 8 . 3 R o b e r t  T ro u t 3 . 0
Jo h n  V andercook 6 . 9 Raymond Swing 2 .6 2 5

22 l o u 1s  G. Cowan, T e lep h o n e  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  a u th o r ,  
B o s to n , D e c .,  1964 .

M aurice  Z o lo to w , "The 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  Words o f  L ow ell 
Thomas, "C o ro n e t ( Ju n e , 1 9 4 9 ), PP« 1 6 7 -1 7 2 .

2 4 i t  s h o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  th e  H ooper r a t i n g s ,  f a m i l i a r 
l y  known th ro u g h o u t  th e  i n d u s t r y  a s  " H o o p e ra tin g s"  b eg an  i n  
1934  b u t  w ere  d i s c o n t in u e d  i n  1950  on th e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  
H ooper s o ld  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  t o  th e  A. C. N ie ls o n  Co.

^^Raymond Sw ing, Good E v en in g  : A P r o f e s s io n a l  ^ m o i r  
(New Y ork : H a re o u r t .  B race  & W orld , I n c . ,  19& 4;, p . IÜ9 .
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T h ere  was a  p o l l  c o n d u c te d  b y  Elmo R oper f o r  F o r tu n e  

I n  J a n u a ry  1940 t o  d e te rm in e  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  

r e a d in g  and r a d i o - l i s t e n i n g  public.^6  Among th e  r a d i o  com

m e n ta to r s ,  L o w ell Thomas to o k  f i r s t  p l a c e .  R ie  s u rv e y  was 

announced  and r e v e a le d  i n  th e s e  te rm s :

Who i s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  r a d i o  news com m en ta to r?
T h ere  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  m ore r a d i o  l i s t e n e r s  th a n  
p e o p le  w i th  a  f a v o r i t e  c o lu m n is t .  I n  th e  c a s e  o f  
r a d i o ,  t h e  s c o r e  i s  " n o n e ," 3 8 .1 ^ ,  " d o n 't  know ,"
7.1$^ w h ich  le a v e s  5 4 .8 #  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  who h ave  
a  c h o ic e  i n  new c o m m e n ta to rs , dhe l e a d e r s  r a n k  
th u s :

L o w e ll Thomas 2 4 .8 #
H. V. K a lte n b o rn  2 0 .8 #
E dw in C. H i l l  9 .3 #
W a lte r  W in c h e ll  6 .8 #
Boake C a r te r  6 .0 #
Ra^miond Sw ing 3 .8 #
E lm er D av is  3 .5 #

The F o r tu n e  p o l l  r e v e a l e d ,  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  K a l te n b o rn  

was th e  f a v o r i t e  o f  th e  "u p p e r two econom ic b r a c k e t s ,  and  o f  

e x e c u t iv e s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e o p le  and  th e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  

b u s i n e s s e s .  L o w ell Thomas, how ever, p l e a s e s  a l l  th e  o th e r s  

b e s t . "

T h is  l a s t  p h ra s e  seem s s i g n i f i c a n t ,  an d  i t  m ig h t be  

a rg u e d  t h a t  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  a  d e g re e ,  o b ta in s  to d a y .  S in c e  

th e  d e c l in e  o f  r a d i o  i n  1950 , e v en  a l lo w in g  th e  upsw ing  begun  

a  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s  a g o , t h e r e  p ro b a b ly  h a s  n o t  b een  a n y  s y s 

te m a t ic  t a b u l a t i n g  o f  m a i l  r e c e iv e d  a t  CBS o r  a t  "Riomas'

R o c k e f e l l e r  C e n te r  o f f i c e .  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y , ho w ev er, t h a t

^ ^ I m o  R o p e r, " P o p u la r i ty  o f  R a d io  C om m enta to rs, " 
F o r tu n e  ( J a n u a ry ,  1 9 4 0 ), p .  9 2 .
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he d o e s  r e c e i v e  m a i l  am o u n tin g  t o  a  h u n d re d  o r  two h u n d re d  

l e t t e r s  a  w eek . I t  i s  a l s o  h i s  p o l i c y  t o  a n sw e r e v e ry  l e t t e r  

r e c e iv e d ,  and  one s te n o g r a p h e r  on  h i s  s t a f f  i s  d e le g a te d  to  

h a n d le  t h i s  k in d  o f  m a i l .  No s p e c i a l  s tu d y  waa made o f  h i s  

m a i l  b e c a u se  i t  i s  so  m ixed  i n  n a t u r e .

Some o f  i t s  s tem s fro m  th e  CBS R a d io  n e w s c a s t;  some o f  

i t  f ro m  H igh A d v e n tu re , some comes to  h im  fro m  C in e ram a ; 

s t i l l  o t h e r  l e t t e r s  may be r e q u e s t s  f o r  s p e a k in g  e n g a g e m e n ts . 

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  how ever, t o  n o te  t h a t  when Thomas 

an n o u n ces  i n  ad v an c e  t h a t  he  i s  g o in g  on  a n  e x p e d i t i o n ,  th e  

m a i l  i n c r e a s e s ;  o r  when h e  r e t u r n e d  s a f e l y  fro m  T ib e t  i n  

A p r i l ,  1954  h i s  m a i l  was v o lu m in o u s ; o r  f o l lo w in g  h i s  h e a r t  

a t t a c k  i n  D e t r o i t  i n  D ecem ber, 1964 , h i s  m a i l  q u a d ru p le d .  

S t i l l  a n o th e r  exam ple  i s  th e  s t o r y  o f  h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  ro c k s  

and  s to n e s  f o r  t h e  P aw lin g  (N .Y .) Community C e n te r .  He men

t io n e d  t h i s  c a s u a l l y  on  th e  a i r  one tim e  ( i n  1950) and  th e r e  

was one w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  i t  i n  "T h is  Week" a  f e a t u r e  s u p p le 

m ent i n  th e  New Y ork H e ra ld  T r ib u n e  w h ich  s t a t e d  t h a t  L o w ell 

Thomas was c o l l e c t i n g  s to n e s  and  ro c k s  w i th  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

h i s t o r y  t o  p u t  i n t o  h i s  f i r e p l a c e  i n  P a w lin g . T h is  w ould be 

a  u n iq u e  c o l l e c t i o n  u l t i m a t e l y ,  and  " u n fo ld  th e  dram a o f  

m a n k in d ," a s  h e  s t a t e d  on th e  a i r .  I n  th e  e n s u in g  w eek s , he 

was g iv e n  ro c k s  fro m  H ir o h i to » s  P a la c e  i n  Tokyo, fro m  th e  

G re a t  W a ll o f  C h in a , fro m  P e r s i a ,  and  fro m  J e ru s a le m . He 

th e n  m e n tio n e d  on  th e  a i r  a  m onth l a t e r  t h a t  " th e  ro c k s  w ere  

a l l  i n !  And so  was h i s  s t a f f ! *
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To su m n a r lz e  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  th e  w ords o f  M aurice  

Z o lo tow  seem  m ost a d e q u a te  i n  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  th e  d u r a b i l i t y  

o f  U iom as:

Thomas n e i t h e r  v iew s w i th  a la rm  n o r  w i th  s u p e r 
h e a te d  e m o tio n  l i k e  H e a t t e r .  He d o e s n ' t  o f f e r  
s o c i a l  m essa g es  o r  ' u p l i f t . *  He i s  n o t  p ro fo u n d  
o r  p o n d e ro u s . He n e v e r  g iv e s  th e  im p r e s s io n  
t h a t  h e  h a s  ' i n s i d e  i n f o r m a t io n ' l i k e  Drew P e a r 
s o n .  Y e t h i s  r a t i n g  a s  a  n e w s c a s te r  o v e r  th e  
y e a r s ,  o y e r  th e  d e c a d e s ,  h a s  b e e n  e i t h e r  f i r s t  o r  
s e c o n d .2 '

As a  l i s t e n e r  w ro te  a t  th e  tim e  Z o lo tow  was p r e p a r in g  

h i s  a r t i c l e :  "You f e e l  he  i s  a  r e g u l a r  f e l l o w ,  j u s t  l i k e  

y o u r s e l f ,  w i th  th e  one a d v a n ta g e  t h a t  h e  h ap p en s t o  be n e a r  

a  news w ire ." ^ ®  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  a lm o s t - f o r g o t t e n  

e p is o d e  w h ich  h ap p en ed  i n  1934 and  w h ich  t h i s  w r i t e r  i s  c e r 

t a i n  d e s e r v e s  much m ore s c r u t i n y  and  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  now t h a t  

m ethods o f  m ore s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  su c h  f i e l d  

s t u d i e s  a r e  a t  h a n d . A t l e a s t ,  i t  d e s e r v e s  i n c l u s i o n  a s  a  

lan d m a rk  i n  b r o a d c a s t in g  h i s t o r y  f o r  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  s t u n t .

L o w e ll Thom as, s p e a k in g  on  March 2 0 , 1934, from  W e ste rn

U nion  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  New Y ork s a i d  on  h i s  Sun O il- s p o n s o re d

news p ro g ram  t h a t  a n y  l i s t e n e r  who w ish e d  to  t e l e g r a p h  him

v i a  W e s te rn  U nion  m ig h t do  so  w i th o u t  c h a rg e  t o  th e  s e n d e r .

I t  c o u ld  be  a b o u t  a n y th in g :  a n y  t o p i c ,  a n y  s e n t im e n t ,  an y

o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  th e  l i s t e n e r  w ish e d  t o  m ake. A d e lu g e  o f

--------------- 5 7 ---------------
Z o lo to w , o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 7 1 .

^ ^ I b id .,  p . 1 7 2 .
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2 6 5 ,5 6 7  te le g ra m s  came i n  from  a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  and  C an ad a . A lm ost e v e ry  te le g r a m  m e n tio n e d  Sunoco 

p r o d u c ts  I n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  L o w ell Thom as' name.

As a  r e s u l t ,  s e v e r a l  a d v e r t i s i n g  " b r o a d s id e s "  w ere 

p u b l is h e d  by  th e  a d v e r t i s e r ,  a lo n g  w i th  W e ste rn  U nion, 

claiming t h a t  t h i s  was th e  s i n g l e  g r e a t e s t  r e s p o n s e  to  a  

b r o a d c a s t  I n  A m erican  h i s t o r y .  I t  h ad  s e t  a  r e c o r d  I n  th e  

y e a r  1934 and  s in c e  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  no c o u n te r - c l a im  o r  d i s 

p u te  o v e r  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  th e  w r i t e r  may assum e t h a t  t h i s  

W e s te rn  U nion  s t u n t  h o ld s  th e  r e c o r d  f o r  a  t e s t  o f  th e  

a u d ie n c e  (o n  th e  b a s i s  o f  a  s i n g l e  I n v i t a t i o n  to  e x p re s s  

a n  o p in io n  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ) .  T h is  f u r t h e r  d e m o n s tra te s  th e  

p o p u l a r i t y  o f  L o w ell Thomas a s  th e  th e n -d o m in a n t news f i g u r e .

Summary

C h a p te r  I I I  h a s  had  a  d u a l  m is s io n :  t o  t r a c e  th e  r a d i o  

c a r e e r  o f  L o w ell Thomas fro m  I t s  I n c e p t io n  and  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  

h i s  s u r v i v a l  to  th e  p r e s e n t  I n  c o m p e t i t iv e  n e tw o rk  r a d i o .  A t 

t h e  o u t s e t ,  one fo l lo w e d  Thom as' p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  th e  L i t e r a r y  

D ig e s t  a u d i t i o n ,  and  saw him  su c c e e d  P lô y d  G ibbons on th e  a i r .  

One exam ined  th e  p r e v a i l i n g  a tm o sp h e re  o f  b r o a d c a s t in g  I n  th e  

eELTly 19 3 0 ' s  and n o te d  some o f  th e  c o l le a g u e s  and  r i v a l s  o f  

Thomas whose names w ere  fam ous I n  th e  p re -W o rld  War I I  

p e r i o d .  I t  seem s t h a t  Thomas a lo n e  s u r v i v e s .

One a l s o  exam ined  th e  " r i s e  and  f a l l  o f  th e  r a d i o  

c o m m e n ta to r ,"  t o  u s e  Q u incy  H ow e's p h r a s e ,  and  re c o g n iz e d
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t h a t  Thomas h a s  n o t  fo l lo w e d  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  

s t a n d a r d  c o m m en ta to r. He h a s  n o t  a t te m p te d  t o  be known a s  a  

p u n d i t  o r  I n t e l l e c t u a l  c o m m en ta to r . H is r o l e  o n - t h e - a l r  h as  

b e e n  re m a rk a b ly  c o n s i s t e n t ,  and  h a s  changed  l i t t l e  s i n c e  th e  

o r i g i n a l  L i t e r a r y  D ig e s t  d a y s  I n  to n e  and m an n e r. O b se rv a 

t i o n s  from  H a rry  R e aso n e r o f  CBS News, Don M ozley o f  KCBS, 

Jo h n  Day o f  WHDH, and L o u is  G. Cowan o f  t h e  M orse Communica

t i o n  R e s e a rc h  C e n te r  a t  B ra n d e is  U n i v e r s i ty  u n d e rs c o re  d i f 

f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  Thom as' p o p u l a r i t y  o r  d u r a b i l i t y .

On S ep tem b er 2 9 , 1930 Thom as' a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  r a d io  

b e g an  and  h a s  c o n tin u e d  to  th e  p r e s e n t .  He b eg an  oh CBS 

r a d i o ,  th e n  changed  to  NBC I n  1932 w here he rem a in e d  u n t i l  

1 9 4 7 . He r e j o i n e d  CBS r a d i o  I n  1948 and  a p a r t  fro m  one 

s e a s o n  ( I 960 - 6 I )  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  h e  h a s  rem a in e d  I n  r a d i o .



CHAPTER IV 

THE LITERARY PRODUCT

Books fro m  1924 t o  1964 

I t  sh o u ld  p ro v e  u s e f u l  t o  exam ine  th e  l i t e r a r y  

" p ro d u c t"  o f  L ow ell Thomas f o r  m e re ly  by  lo o k in g  a t  th e  

t i t l e s  o f  th e  f o r t y - s e v e n  books h e  h a s  e i t h e r  w r i t t e n ,  

e d i t e d ,  o r  c o l l a b o r a t e d  o n , we g e t  a  d i s t i n c t  i d e a  o f  h i s  

a c t i v i t y ,  h i s  i n t e r e s t s ,  t h i s  " c a s t  o f  m ind" p e c u l i a r l y  h i s .  

Most o f  th e  books h a v e  h ad  a  m o d es t s a l e .  The o n ly  two 

w h ich  h ave  c a u se d  some s t i r  n a t i o n a l l y  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  

a r e  h i s  f i r s t .  W ith  L aw rence i n  A ra b ia  (1924 ) and  H i s to r y  a s  

You H eard  I t , p u b l is h e d  i n  1957 by  D o u b le d a y . I t  i s  a  r a t h e r  

c o n s c io u s  p o l i c y  o f  Thomas t o  b r in g  o u t  a  book  on  th e  a v e ra g e  

o f  once  e v e ry  two y e a r s j  f o r  h e  f e e l s  t h i s  i s  a  way o f  k e e p 

in g  h i s  name b e fo r e  th e  p u b l i c .  He e n jo y s  th e  l i t e r a r y  

a c t i v i t y  o f  a s s ig n in g  r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  p r e p a r e  a  vo lum e, and  

th e n  t o  w r i t e  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o r  a  c h a p t e r  h i m s e l f .  The 

volum e he  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r w r i t in g  w i l l  d e a l  w i th  m o u n ta in s  

o f  th e  w o rld  and  V in c e n t  B u r a n e l l i  i s  r e s e a r c h i n g  i t .  Of 

th e  m ore r e c e n t  vo lum es th e  w r i t e r  f e l t  t h a t  th e  i 960  

" p r o d u c t , " C a v a lca d e  o f  E u rope  (w ith  C h a r le s  H urd) w h ich  i s  

a  handbook  o f  in f o r m a t io n  b n  22 c o u n t r i e s  by  14 o v e rs e a s

56
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c o r r e s p o n d e n ts  was a  w e l l - p la n n e d ,  and  u s e f u l l y  I n f o r m a t iv e  

" sy m p o siu m ."

Books b y  L o w e ll Thomas

W ith  L aw rence i n  A ra b ia

I n d i a  -  Land o f  th e  B la c k  Pagoda

Beyond th e  K hyber P a ss

E u ro p e a n  Skyways

C oun t B u ck n er, S ea  D e v i l

The S e a  D e v i l 's  P o * c 's l e

R a id e r s  o f  th e  Deep

W o o d f i l l  o f  th e  R e g u la r s

The H ero  o f  V in cen n es

L a u te rb a c h  o f  th e  C h in a  S ea

The w re ck  o f  th e  Dumaru

O ld G im le t Eye

R o l l in g  S to n e

T a l l  S t o r i e s

P an  M ail

The U n to ld  S to r y  o f  E x p lo r a t i o n

T h is  S id e  o f  H e l l

The B o y 's  L if e  o f  C o lo n e l  L aw rence

A d v e n tu re s  i n  A fg h a n is ta n  f o r  Boys

S p a to  -  The A m erican  T r a v e l e r 's  
H andbook

K ab luk  o f  t h e  Eskim o 

P a g e a n t o f  A d v e n tu re

D o u b led ay  -  1924 

C e n tu ry  Co. -  1930 

C e n tu ry  C o. -  1925 

H einem ann -  1928 

D o u b led ay  -  1927 

D o u b led ay  -  1929 

D o u b led ay  -  1929 

D o u b led ay  -  1929 

H oughton  M i f f l i n  -  1929 

D o u b led ay  -  1930 

D o u b led ay  -  1930 

F a r r a r  & R in e h a r t  -  1933 

D o u b led ay  1933 

Punk & W ag n a lls  -  1931 

Dodge -  1935 

Dodd Mead -  1935 

D o u b led ay  -  1932 

C e n tu ry  -  1927 

C e n tu ry  -  1928

Sim on & S c h u s te r  -  1932 

L i t t l e  Brown & Co. -  1932 

W ilf r e d  Punk -  1940
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P a g e a n t o f  Romance 

P a g e a n t o f  L i f e  

B o rn  t o  R a is e  H e l l  

Men o f  D anger

K ip l in g  S t o r i e s  and a  L i f e  o f
î a L p ï ü g   -------------------------------

A d v e n tu re s  Among L m n o rta ls

S e e in g  C anada w ith  L o w ell Thomas

S e e in g  I n d i a  w i th  L o w ell Thomas

S e e in g  J a p a n  w i th  L o w e ll TSiomas

S e e in g  M exico w i th  L o w ell Thomas

H ungry  W aters

W ings O ver A s ia

M agic D ia l s

G r e a t  T rue  A d v e n tu re s

I n  New B ru n sw ick  We *11 F in d  I t

S o f t b a l l

How t o  Keep M e n ta l ly  P i t

S ta n d  P a s t  f o r  Freedom

T hese  Men S h a l l  N ever D ie

Back to  MEtndalay

S even  W onders o f  th e  W orld

H is to r y  a s  You H eard  I t

The V i t a l  S p a rk ; 101 O u ts ta n d in g  
L iv e s

S i r  H u b e rt W ilk in s ,  A B io g ra p h y

E . P. D u tto n  & Co. -  1943  

W ilf r e d  Punk -  1941 

D oub leday  -  1933 

S to k e s  -  1936

Jo h n  E . W in s to n  & Co. -  1936 

Dodd Mtead -  1937 

S a a l f i e l d  -  1936 

S a a l f i e l d  -  1936 

S a a l f i e l d  -  1937 

S a a l f i e l d  -  1937 

Jo h n  C. W inston  ^ 1937 

Jo h n  C. W in sto n  -  1937 

Lee Furm an -  1939 

H aw thorn -  1955 

A p p le to n -C e n tu ry  -  1939 

S to k e s  -  1940 

H ow ell, S o s k in  -  1940 

W in sto n  -  1940  

W inston  -  1943 

G re y s to n e  -  1951 

H anover House -  1956 

D oub leday  -  1957

D oub leday  -  1959 

M cG raw -H ill -  I 96 I
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More g r e a t  T rue  A d v e n tu re s
( w i th  L o w ell VhomaB J ^ . )  H aw thorn  -  1963

L o w ell Thom as' Book o f  th e
H igh  M oun ta in s M essner -  1964

O n ly  two o r  t h r e e  o f  h i s  books h av e  r e c e iv e d  n a t i o n a l  

r e v ie w s ,  a  n o ta b le  exam ple b e in g  The W reck o f  th e  Dumaru a s  

t o l d  b y  a  s u r v iv o r  t o  L o w ell Thom as. Thomas In te r v ie w e d  th e  

man a t  l e n g t h ,  w ro te  a n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  and a s s ig n e d  P ro s p e r  

B u r a n e l l i  t o  f l e s h  o u t  th e  book  w i th  th e  a c c o u n t  a s  t o l d  b y  

F r i t z  Harm on. I n  New B ru n sw ick  You*11 F in d  I t  was p a r t l y  

p a id  f o r  b y  th e  C a n ad ian  N a t io n a l  T o u r la t  B o ard , and  done 

I n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  Rex B a r to n .  Thomas was a  c o - a u th o r .

Th(xnas r e f e r s  t o  h i s  p u b l i s h e r  a s  D o ub leday  f o r  he  

h a s  re m a in e d  w i th  them  f o r  a b o u t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  and  a b o u t 

tw e n ty  o f  h i s  books h av e  b e e n  b ro u g h t  o u t  u n d e r  t h e i r  I m p r in t .

M agazine A r t i c l e s  

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  th e  m ag az in e  a r t i c l e s  w h ich  L o w ell 

Thomas h a s  a u th o r e d  h av e  a p p e a re d  I n  th e  R e a d e r 's  D i g e s t .

I n  80 f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h i s  l i s t  I s  c o m p le te  and  shows 

Thom as' l o y a l t y  to  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  w h ich  he fo u n d  j u s t  r i g h t  

f o r  r e a c h in g  a  m ass a u d ie n c e .  P a r t l y  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  g e n e ro u s  

f e e s  p a id  t o  I t s  a u th o r s ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u se  o f  h i s  good  s ta n d in g  

w i th  t h e  e d i t o r s ,  and  b e c a u se  he knows h i s  name and  h i s  

a r t i c l e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  w id e s p re a d  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  he  a d m its  t h a t
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" I  do  n o t  e v e n  t h i n k  o f  s u b m i t t in g  a n  id e a  t o  a n o th e r  p u b l i 

c a t i o n .

A r t i c l e s  by  L o w e ll Thomas i n  R e a d e r 's  D ig e s t

"The R e a l  L aw rence o f  A ra b ia "  Ju n e  1964

"New G u in e a : The Land T h a t Time F o r g o t"  J a n .  1964

"tty M ost U n f o r g e t t a b le  C h a r a c te r — B e r th a  V a s te r "  A ug. 1962

" T e r r o r  i n  T ib e t"  D ec . I 96O

"O ut o f  TSiis W orld : A J o u rn e y  t o  L h asa"
(b y  L o w e ll Thomas and L o w ell Thom as, J r . )  Ju n e  1950

" Im p e r tu rb a b le  E le a n o r "  A p r i l  1937

"Sm ashup f o r  S a f e ty "  J a n .  1937

"tfen Who a r e  B u r ie d  A l iv e "  D ec . 1932

" D o n 't  Look a t  Y our F e e t "  Nov. 1932

"The G re a t  A m erican  W hopper" J a n .  1932

"Jim m ie D o o l i t t l e :  S c r a p p i e s t  P i l o t  o f  them  A l l "  F e b . 1931

"G erm any 's G r e a t e s t  War A d v e n tu re r"  A ug. 1937

"The T a le  o f  a  War R a id e r " — j o i n t  a u th o r .

C ount F e l i x  von  L u ck n e r Nov. 1927

"L aw rence o f  A ra b ia "  t f e r .  1927

A l e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r  from  A lf r e d  S . D a s h i e l l ,  m anag

in g  e d i t o r  o f  R e a d e r 's  D ig e s t  s t a t e s :

Ift*. Thomas h a s  n o t  em ployed  a  l i t e r a r y  a g e n t  t o  
r e p r e s e n t  h im  h e r e .  He i s  b o th  f r i e n d  and  
n e ig h b o r  t o  s e v e r a l  m em bers o f  t h e  D ig e s t  s t a f f .
A c a su a j. i n te r c h a n g e  o f  id e a s  may w e l l  have

 1
L o w ell Thom as, l e t t e r  t o  A u th o r , O c t. 1 5 , 1 9 6 4 .
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s p a rk e d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a n y  o r  a l l  o f  th e  
a r t i c l e s  we h ave  p r i n t e d . 2

Once a g a in ,  th e  d e s i r e  f o r  w ide  p o p u l a r i z a t i o n  and  

d i s s e m in a t io n  o f  h i s  id e a s  h a s  l e d  Thomas t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  

s u c h  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a s  th e  R e a d e r 's  D ig e s t  and  t o  t r a i n  him 

s e l f  t o  w r i t e  and  t o  t h i n k  i n  t h e i r  t e r m s .  A f t e r  a b o u t  1930 

one c a n n o t  f i n d  a  t r a c e  o f  a n  a r t i c l e  p r i n t e d  anyw here  o t h e r  

them  th e  R e a d e r 's  D i g e s t , a l th o u g h  i n  1928 an d  1929 two 

a r t i c l e s  a p p e a re d  i n  th e  Sunday M agazine s e c t i o n  o f  th e  New 

Y ork H e ra ld  T r ib u n e  (Ju n e  18 , 1 9 2 8 ) , and one b y  Thomas 

t i t l e d :  "The W orld i s  G e t t in g  S m a lle r "  i n  L ib e r ty  f o r  S e p t .  

10 , 19 2 9 . T h is  a c c o u n ts  f o r  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  h i s  s h o r t  

a r t i c l e  p r o d u c t io n ;  and  i n  q u e s t io n in g  Thomas a b o u t t h i s  

to d a y , he  i s  f r a n k  t o  a d m it t h a t  he  c a n n o t  r e c a l l  much i n  

d e t a i l  a b o u t  th e s e  a r t i c l e - w r i t i n g  v e n tu r e s ,  o r  e v e n  w h e th e r  

he  o r  P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  a u th o re d  them . H ow ever, h e  d o es  

s t r e s s  t h a t  th e  l a s t  a r t i c l e  he  w ro te  f o r  th e  R e a d e r ' s  

D ig e s t  on  Law rence o f  A ra b ia  ( J u n e ,  1964) was e n t i r e l y  o f  

h i s  own c o n c e p t io n  and  b y  h i s  own h a n d .

One s e e s  i n  lo o k in g  o v e r  th e  l i s t  o f  books and  m aga

z in e  a r t i c l e s  a  c e r t a i n  b o y is h  s e n s e  o f  a d v e n tu r e ;  a n d , 

in d e e d ,  s e v e r a l  o f  th e  vo lum es w ere  p r e p a r e d  f o r  young b o y s . 

The volum e t i t l e d  Fern M ail w h ich  b e a r s  th e  s u b t i t l e  :

Humorous S k e tc h e s  b o re  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  by  th e  th e n - p o p u la r

^ L e t t e r  t o  t h e  a u th o r  fro m  A l f r e d  S . D a s h i e l l ,  tto n ag - 
i n g  E d i t o r  o f  th e  R e a d e r 's  D i g e s t , A u g u st 17 , 1 9 6 4 .
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c a r t o o n i s t  0 .  0 . S ogo low . I t  i s  a  c u r io u s  h o d g e -p o d g e  o f  

l e t t e r s  s e n t  t o  L ow ell Thomas w i th  h i s  o f t e n  f l i p p a n t  and  

I r r e v e r e n t  r e t o r t .  T h is  I s  n o t  a  r e p l y  su c h  a s  h e  w ould  

n o rm a lly  g iv e  o v e r  th e  a i r ,  b u t  a  d e f i n i t e  a t te m p t  t o  be 

hum orous, t o  e x t r a c t  th e  humor from  th e  I n q u i r y  i t s e l f .

I n  a s k in g  Thomas why he b ro u g h t  o u t  t h i s  book  (w h ich  

had  a l l  b u t  s l i p p e d  h i s  m ind) h e  s a i d ;  "Oh, we u se d  t o  sa v e  

e v e ry  l e t t e r  we g o t  I n  t h e  1930*s and  we so o n  h ad  a  d ra w e r

f u l .  P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  th o u g h t  I t  w ould b e  am using  t o  have  

some fu n  w i th  th e s e  l e t t e r s ,  and  he g o t  Mr. Sogolow  t o  draw  

seme l i t t l e  s k e t c h e s . "  He d is m is s e d  th e  book  an d  p e rh a p s  I t  

I s ,  In d e e d , b e s t  f o r g o t t e n .  T h is  w ould  be a n  I n s t a n c e  o f  

w hat t h e  a u th o r  h a s  c a l l e d  " c u r io u s  l a p s e s  o f  t a s t e "  and i t  

was a l s o  I n  t h e  d ay s  I n  w h ich  Thomas was becom ing a  

c e l e b r i t y .  P o s s ib ly  h e  th o u g h t  t h i s  w ould  en h an c e  h i s  c a r e e r  

somehow, p o s s ib l y  I t  w ould  show t h a t  he h ad  a  r o l l i c k i n g  

s e n s e  o f  humor and  f u r t h e r  I n g r a t i a t e  him  w i th  h i s  p u b l i c .

N o n e th e le s s ,  lo o k in g  a t  th e  c o l l e c t e d  w orks a  g r e a t  

d e a l  I s  t o l d  a b o u t Thomas* I n t e r e s t  I n  th e  w o r l d - a t - l a r g e ,  

h i s  f a s c i n a t i o n  f o r  p e o p le  and p la c e s  b y  th e  v e ry  t i t l e s .  

T h ere  I s  a l s o  a  c lu e  a s  t o  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  p o p u la r i z e  and  to  

e x p la in  th e  rem o te  to  c h i l d r e n  o r  t o  t h e  you n g . Some o f  th e  

sw eep o f  h i s  m ind i s  s e e n  I n  th e  " P a g e a n t"  s e r i e s .  Upon 

e x a m in a t io n , how ever, t h e s e  books t i t l e d  v a r i o u s l y :  P a g e a n t 

o f  A d v en tu ia  P a g e a n t o f  Id fO j and P a g e a n t o f  Romance a r e  a t  

th e  same tim e  n a iv e  I n  p u rp o se  and f a l l  s h o r t  o f  t h e i r
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g l o r i o u s l y  rc m a n tlo  t i t l e s .  Thomas* P a g e a n t o f  L i f e , f o r  

ex am p le , w i th  th e  s u b - t i t l e ,  " T a le s  o f  A d v e n tu re , Rom ance, 

and  P a s s io n "  i s  a  r a t h e r  se c o n d -h a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  -of o f t e n  

t r i v i a l  f ra g m e n ts  fro m  th e  p a s s in g  s c e n e .  T hese  a r e  r e 

g a rd e d  b y  new spaperm en a s  " f i l l e r s " — th e  th ro w -aw ay  i te m s  

w h ich  some w ire  s e r v i c e s  s u p p ly  t o  f i l l  s p a c e  o r  e l i c i t  a  

la u g h .  TSiese a r e  m o s t ly  v e ry  s h o r t  i te m s ,  one p a ra g ra p h  i n  

l e n g th  w h ich  a r e  so m e th in g  l i k e  R ip le y * s  " B e lie v e  I t  Or N o t"  

w h ich  was p o p u la r  a  few  y e a r s  a g o . One o f  them  b e g in s  : 

"H ere*s th e  m o st f r e a k i s h  hobby  I  e v e r  h e a rd  o f .  im a g in e  a  

man c o l l e c t i n g  th e  s k in s  o f  t a t t o e d  p e o p le ?  A D o c to r  

P u k u s k i, a  l e c t u r e r  a t  t h e  Tokyo I m p e r ia l  U n iv e r s i ty  . . . "

The A d v e n tu re  F o rm ula  

P e rh a p s  a  k e y n o te  t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i s  

fo u n d  i n  a  book  w h ich  he co m p iled  t i t l e d  G re a t  T ru e  Adven

t u r e s . T h is  book  was p u b l is h e d  by  H aw thorn  Books i n  1955 and  

was fo l lo w e d  i n  two y e a r s  b y  a  com panion volum e More G re a t  

T rue  A d v e n tu re s  done i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i th  h i s  s o n , L ow ell 

Thomsis, J r .  OSie f i r s t  b o o k , h ow ever, was a n  a n th o lo g y  o f  

" r e a d in g  a d v e n t u r e . "  I t  c o n ta in e d  e s s a y s  a b o u t o r  by  

L aw rence o f  A ra b ia ,  J u l i u s  C a e s a r , N apo leon , A n to in e  de  

S t .  E x u p e ry , C e l l i n i ,  and  % o r  H e y e rd a h l. I n  Thomas* w o rd s ; 

"T hese a r e  m en, who b y  t h e i r  s p i r i t  o f  a d v e n tu re  an d  t h e i r  

f e a r l e s s  a d v an c e  i n t o  th e  unknown, h a v e  beccme th e  map 

c h a n g e rs ,  th e  h i s t o r y  c h a n g e rs ,  th e  w o rld  c h a n g e rs — from
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Jo s h u * a  m is s io n  t o  J e r i c h o  t o  t h e  vo y ag e  o f  th e  K o n t l k l . "

I n  h i s  I n t r o d u c t i o n ,  Thomas r e c a l l s  an  a d v e r t i s e m e n t

t h a t  h i s  f r i e n d .  S i r  E r n e s t  S h a c k le to n ,  t h e  p o p u la r  e x p lo r e r ,

h ad  p la c e d  I n  London n e w sp a p e rs  I n  I 90O;

rfen w a n ted  f o r  h a z a rd o u s  J o u rn e y . Smfi^ll w a g es , 
b i t t e r  c o ld ,  lo n g  m onths o f  c o m p le te  d a r k n e s s ,  
c o n s t a n t  d a n g e r ,  s a f e  r e t u r n  d o u b t f u l .  H onor 
and  r e c o g n i t i o n  I n  c a s e  o f  s u c c e s s .

The overw helm ing  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  a p p e a l ,  Thomas 

b e l i e v e s .  I l l u s t r a t e s  th e  I n s t i n c t i v e  r e a c t i o n  o f  men t o  

a d v e n tu r e  and  t o  th e  unknow n. He c o n c lu d e s  I n  th e  I n t r o d u c 

t i o n ,  " f o r  m ankind  h a s  l e a r n e d  t h a t  I t  I s  a d v e n tu re  t h a t  

w i l l  p r e s e r v e  th e  human s p i r i t . "  One c a n  d i s c e r n  I n  h i s  

w r i t i n g  a  p a t t e r n  w h ich  I s  made up o f  c e r t a i n  s t a p l e  e l e 

m en ts  r e c u r r i n g  a g a in  and  a g a i n .  F o re m o st among th e s e  I s  

h i s  a lm o s t  e v a n g e l i c a l  b e l i e f  I n  a d v e n tu r e  f o r  I t s  own s a k e .

He w r i t e s  a b o u t  w ha t I n t e r e s t s  h im , and he f e e l s  t h a t  

t h i s .  I n  t u r n ,  w i l l  I n t e r e s t  th e  p u b l i c - a t - l a r g e .  T h is  c a n 

n o t  b e  r e d u c e d  to  a  s c i e n t i f i c  fo rm u la ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  

" s t a p l e s "  I n  h i s  l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t  w h ich  r a r e l y  c h a n g e . I n d i 

c a t i v e  o f  th e s e  them es I s  h i s  l a t e s t  c h o ic e  f o r  a  book  on 

m o u n ta in s  o f  th e  w o r ld .  T h ere  I s ,  m o re o v e r , a n  I n t e r r e l a 

t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  a l l  t h a t  L o w ell Thomas d o e s ;  r e p o r t i n g ,  

e x p lo r in g ,  b o o k - w r i t in g .  The them es and  th e  s t y l e s  a r e  much 

th e  sam e; t h e  " t e x t u r e "  I s  much th e  sam e.

H. V. K a lte n b o rn * s  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  L ow ell Thomas I s  

e s s e n t i a l l y  a  s t o r y - t e l l e r  p u t s  one on  t h e  t r a c k  o f  th e  m a jo r
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m o t iv a t io n  i n  Thomas* r e p o r t i n g  c a r e e r .  He h a s  a d m it te d  

o p e n ly  t h a t  he  s e e k s  o u t  th e  human i n t e r e s t  s t o r y  and  c a p 

i t a l i z e s  on  i t .  T 3iis, he  f e e l s ,  i s  w hat p e o p le  r e a l l y  lo o k  

f o r ,  and  t h a t  i s  w h a t h e  h a s  b e e n  s e r v in g  them  f o r  f o r t y  

y e a r s  i n  h i s  b o o k s .

I n  th e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c h a p te r  t o  th e  1941 vo lum e.

P a g e a n t o f  L i f e  c a l l e d  "A ssignm en t fro m  th e  C i ty  E d i t o r , "

Thomas sp e a k s  u n a b a s h e d ly  o f  human i n t e r e s t  a s  a  p r im a ry

f o r c e  i n  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  a n g le  o f  h i s  s t o r i e s .

I  g rew  up i n  th e  n ew sp ap er s c h o o l  o f  th e  hum an- 
i n t e r e s t  s t o r y .  B e fo re  c o l l a g e  and  th e n  d u r in g  
c o l l e g i a t e  y e a r s ,  I  was a  r e p o r t e r  and  e d i t o r  i n  
m in in g  tow ns o f  t h a t  g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l  w e s te r n  g o ld  
cam ps, t h e  C r ip p le  C re ek  D i s t r i c t .  I t  was th e  e r a  
when th e  c i t y  e d i t o r ' s  i n c e s s a n t  command w as— 
human i n t e r e s t .

The cub  r e p o r t e r  was hounded  w i th  th e  i n s i s t e n c e  
t h a t  h u m a n - in te r e s t  s t o r i e s ,  w e re , m ore th a n  a n y 
t h in g  e l s e ,  w h a t h e  was p a id  t o  g e t . 3

Thomas r e l a t e s  t h a t  i n  "m in in g -to w n  jo u r n a l is m "  th e s e  human

i n t e r e s t  s t o r i e s  w ere  n o t  to o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g a t h e r .  As a

cub  r e p o r t e r  h e  m ig h t be  s e n t  t o  c o v e r  th e  s t o r y  o f  a

b e a rd e d  p r o s p e c to r  who had  f i n a l l y  " s t r u c k  i t  r i c h . "  Or he

m ig h t a r r i v e  t o  i n te r v ie w  a n  e c c e n t r i c  m in e r  who, on  h i s

d e a th b e d  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he  was a n  E n g l i s h  nob lem an . F i n a l l y ,

when Thomas g o t  a  jo b  on a  p a p e r  i n  D en v er, h e  was d e e p ly

im p re s s e d  b y  th e  command o f  th e  c i t y  e d i t o r ;  " L e t 's  h av e  m ore

^ L o w e ll Thom as, P a g e a n t o f  L if e  (New Y ork : W ilf r e d  
P unk , 1 9 4 1 ), p .  1 8 .
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human I n t e r e s t . "  Thomas, a c c o rd in g  t o  h i s  own a c c o u n t ,  came 

r i g h t  a f t e r  th e  Damon Runyon e r a .  He was th e n  c o m p e tin g  

w i th  Gene F o w le r , P ay  K in g , and  N e l l  B r in k le y .  T hese  w ere  

h i s  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  an d  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  i n  t h e  n ew sp ap er w o r ld .

The n e x t  s t e p  i n  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  ad v an cem en t was 

C h ic a g o . He r e l a t e s  t h a t  th e  " o ld - t im e  M id w este rn  m e t r o p o l i s  

was a n  A m erican  A th en s  f o r  th e  k in d  o f  s t o r y  t e l l i n g  t h a t
" S

c o n c e n tr a te d  on e m o tio n s  and  o d d i t i e s  o f  p e o p le  i n  th e  n e w s ."

As Thcanas r e c a l l s  i n  P a g e a n t o f  L i f e t

A f u l l  r e p o r t O r i a l  d a y  m ig h t go  so m e th in g  l i k e  t h i s  : 
c o v e r in g  a  S i c i l i a n  m u rd er i n  L i t t l e  H e l l ;  an d  h o u r 
o r  tw o s i t t i n g  b e s id e  Mne. Schum ann-H eink a t  h e r  
d iv o r c e  t r i a l ;  t h e  t a s k  o f  r e l i e v i n g  some o t h e r  
r e p o r t e r  who h a d  b e e n  c o v e r in g  a  s t r i k e ,  and  f i n a l l y ,  
e n d in g  th e  d a y  b y  g e t t i n g  a  s t o r y  a t  a  b a n q u e t o f  
th e  I n d ia n a  S o c ie ty  w here  you  l i s t e n e d  t o  W ilb u r  
N e s b i t t ,  G eorge B a r r  M cCutcheon an d  G eorge A de .^

Thomas b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i n  th o s e  C h icag o  d ay s  he  t r a i n e d  w i th

some o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  human i n t e r e s t  e x p e r t s  o f  a l l  t im e .

H is  c i t y  e d i t o r  was D ic k  F in n e g a n . W orking o u t  o f  C h ica g o ,

a t  t h a t  t im e , was F lo y d  G ibbons whom Thomas was l a t e r  t o

su c c e e d  on  th e  a i r .  He came to  know Ben H e c h t, C a r l

S a n d b u rg , and  o th e r  r e p o r t e r s  o f  fam e f o r  th e  C h icag o  D a i ly

News o r  th e  T r ib u n e .

L o w ell Thomas h a s  d e c la r e d  t h a t  "C h icago  c o m p le te d  

th e  t a s k  o f  g iv in g  me a  th o ro u g h  g ro u n d in g  th e  n a t u r e ,  v a lu e ,  

and  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n - in te r e s t  s t o r y . "  He f u r t h e r  

s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  was t h e r e  t h a t  he  g o t  p l e n t y  o f  p r a c t i c e ,  and

^Ibid., p. 28.
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h e  h a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  C h icag o  I n  t h e  1 9 2 0 *s a s  a n  "A m erican  

At h e n s . I n  h i s  l a t e r  c a r e e r  o f  l e c t u r i n g ,  a  t r a v e l  and  

a d v e n tu r e ,  he p r o f i t e d  fro m  t h e s e  a d m o n it io n s  o f  th e  c i t y  

e d i t o r s  and  rem em bered  th e  m ass a p p e a l  o f  human I n t e r e s t .

He p r a c t i c e d  t h i s  I n  h i s  b o o k s j th e  v e r y  t i t l e s  a r e  r e d o l e n t  

o f  t h i s  k in d  o f  s e a r c h  f o r  th e  e m o tio n a l  cue  o r  k e y .

L a te r ,  I n  t e l l i n g  th e  news on  th e  r a d i o ,  h e  p a id  a s  

much h eed  a s  e v e r  t o  th e  e ch o  o f  th e  c i t y  e d i t o r ' s  v o ic e :

"We m ust h av e  m ore human I n t e r e s t . "  Hiomas f u r t h e r  h a s  

s t a t e d :

The r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t  a d v ic e  p ro v id e d  me w i th  
a  num ber one p o in t  o f  news b r o a d c a s t in g  p o l i c y — 
s t r e s s  th e  human s id e  o f  t h e  t i d i n g s  o f  t h e  d a y .
P la y  up  th e  b o y -e in d -g l r l  s t o r y ,  t h e  rom ance o f  
sw a in  and  s w e e th e a r t ,  t h e  p a th o s  o f  m o th e r  and  
so n  r e u n i t e d ,  th e  a d v e n tu r e  o f  th e  d a r in g  I n d i v i d 
u a l ,  t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n s  o f  t r a g e d y  and  a b s u r d i t y — 
human I n t e r e s t . '

T h is ,  I  d e c id e d ,  was a s  Im p o r ta n t  t o  a  r a d i o  news 
p ro g ram  a s  th e  m a jo r  e v e n ts  o f  th e  d a y — a  n e c e s 
s a r y  I n g r e d i e n t  t o  go  a lo n g  w i th  n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  
w i th  p o l i t i c s  and  w a r .®

And Thomas c o n c lu d e s  t h i s  n o te  on  h i s  g r a d u a l l y  d e v e lo p in g

p o l i c y  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  he  h a s  b e e n  a  " l i f e l o n g  g a t h e r e r  o f

s t o r i e s . "  He h a s  c o l l e c t e d  e n d le s s  t a l e s  a b o u t  p e o p le ,

p l a c e s ,  and t h i n g s ,  fro m  everyw here* .

^ I b l d . ,  p .  3 0 . 

^ I b l d . ,  p .  3 1 .
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A Q u e s t io n  o f  A u th e n t ic  A u th o rs h ip  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  th e  "human i n t e r e s t "  

a n d  th e  " a d v e n tu re  fo rm u la "  t o  t h e i r  f u l l e s t  p o t e n t i a l ,  one 

f i n d s  i n  th e  l i t e r a r y  p ro d u c t  o f  L o w ell Thomas e v id e n c e  o f  

h i s  own f a s c i n a t i o n  w i th  th e  map m akers and  th e  e x p lo r e r s *  

w o r ld  w h ic h  h e  h a s  p u rv e y e d  t o  th e  p u b l ic  i n  p a l a t a b l e  te r m s .  

Some o f  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m annerism s and  n o t i c e a b l e  s t y l e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  th e  n e x t  c h a p t e r .  I t  

i s ,  h o w ev er, p r o p e r  t o  c o n c lu d e  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  w h ich  a c c o u n te d  

f o r  th e  l i t e r a r y  p ro d u c t  o f  L o w ell Thom as, by  r a i s i n g  th e  

q u e s t io n  o f  a u th o r s h ip  o r  a c t u a l  a u t h e n t i c i t y .  I t  i s  known 

t h a t  L o w e ll Thomas a s s ig n s  r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  w ork o u t  t h e  su b 

s t a n c e  o f  h i s  b o o k s . H is l a t e s t  volum e b e a r in g  h i s  name, 

L o w ell Thcanas* Book o f  t h e  H igh  M oun ta ins p u b l is h e d  i n  1964 

b y  J u l i a n  M essner was p r e p a re d  f o r  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  by  V in c e n t 

B u re tn e l l i  who i s  on  Thomas * s t a f f  i n  New Y ork . I t  i s  n o t  a  

w id e ly  known f a c t ,  h ow ever, t h a t  Thomas d o e s  em ploy  g h o s t 

w r i t e r s  o r  t h a t  he  p e r p e tu a t e s  w hat one c r i t i c  c a l l e d  h i s  

" w r i t in g  f a c t o r y . "  Thomas r e g a r d s  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a  

book  a s  p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s  s t r a ta g e m :  a  m eans o f  k e e p in g  h i s  

name b e f o r e  th e  p u b l ic  and  s t i r r i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  name and 

e x p l o i t s  o f  L o w ell Thom as.
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Summary

T h is  c h a p te r  h a s  b e e n  c o n c e rn e d  p u r e ly  w i th  w h a t th e  

a u th o r  te rm s  th e  " l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t  o f  L o w ell T hom as.” I t  

s h o u ld  p ro v e  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  re v ie w  th e  ty p e s  o f  books w h ich  

h av e  a p p e a re d  u n d e r  L o w e ll Thomas* name f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  i f  

o n ly  t o  d e t e c t  a  p a t t e r n .  The t i t l e s  th e m s e lv e s  r e v e a l  

Thomas* c o n s t a n t  i n t e r e s t  i n  a d v e n tu r e ,  t r a v e l ,  and  e x p l o i t s  

o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  o r  d i s c o v e r y .  H is  e x p e r ie n c e s  i n  D enver and 

i n  C h icag o  a s  a  young r e p o r t e r  s e rv e d  t o  e m p h asize  h i s  own 

b e l i e f  i n  th e  human i n t e r e s t  a p p ro a c h  w h ich  he i s  c o n v in c e d  

h ad  a  w ide  a p p e a l  i n  i t s e l f .  The l i s t  o f  h i s  a r t i c l e s  f o r  

th e  R e a d e r 's  D i g e s t , a g a in ,  shows so m e th in g  o f  h i s  f a v o r i t e  

fo rm u la :  " th e  a l t e r n a t i o n s  o f  t r a g e d y  and  a b s u r d i t y — human 

i n t e r e s t . "  I n  b r i e f ,  Thomas i s  p r o p e r ly  s e e n  a s  a  l i f e l o n g  

g a t h e r e r  o f  s t o r i e s .

I t  was f e l t  t h a t  by  e x am in in g  seme o f  h i s  p r o l i f i c  

l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y  one w ould  s e e  more c l e a r l y  th e  "w hole m an ."  

I t  was f e l t ,  a l s o ,  t h a t  t h e s e  books s e r v e  t o  u n d e rs c o re  

i n t e r e s t s  and  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  w h ich  he c a r r i e s  o v e r  i n t o  

t h e  new s, and  t h a t  th e y  a r e  p a r t  o f  a n  i n t e r r e l a t e d  and  co n 

s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n .  The e t h i c a l  m a t t e r  o f  a s s ig n in g  r e s e a r c h e r s  

and  g h o s t  w r i t e r s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  th e  a s s ig n m e n ts  w h ich  Thomas 

c r e a t e s  was r a i s e d  i n  th e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  "A Q u e s t io n  o f  

A u th o r s h ip ."



CHAPTER V 

ANALYSIS OP THOMAS» NEWS STYLE

L o w ell Thcanas» h ig h ly  c o l o r f u l  w r i t i n g  s t y l e ,  a  b i t  

f la m b o y a n t and  o v e r - r i c h  a t  t im e s ,  i s  q u i t e  a p t l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  

i n  th e  m ost r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  f o r  th e  R e ad e r» s  D i g e s t . H is  u se  

o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  la n g u a g e  seem s t o  h a v e  re m a in e d  a b o u t  th e  

sam e. He u s e s  " p i c t u r e ” te rm s , im ag es  t h a t  come t o  m ind 

r e a d i l y  and  f i x  i n  o u r  m in d s . I t  i s  Thomas» way o f  e x p r e s s 

in g  h im s e l f  and  r e f l e c t s  h i s  ro m a n t ic  te m p e ra m e n t.

I  f i r s t  s e t  e y e s  on him  i n  a  crow ded  s t r e e t  i n  
J e ru s a le m  i n  W orld  War I .  The d u s ty  th o r o u g h f a r e  
swarm ed w i th  A rab  m e rc h a n ts  i n  b r i g h t  tu r b a n s  and  
gow ns, G reek  p r i e s t s  i n  t a l l  b l a c k  h a t s ,  and  
b e a rd e d  T urks i n  b a l l o o n - l i k e  t r o u s e r s .  Among 
them  was a  s l i g h t  man who s to o d  o u t  i n  v i v id  
c o n t r a s t  e v en  th o u g h  he  was o n ly  a b o u t f i v e  f e e t ,  
f i v e  in c h e s  t a l l .  He w ore t h e  f lo w in g  ro b e s  o f  a  
B ed o u in  s h e i k ,  and  th e  s h o r t  c u rv e d  d a g g e r  o f  a  
P r in c e  o f  M ecca. Y et he  was f a i r - s k i n n e d  an d  
c le a n - s h a v e n  w i th  s t a r t l i n g  b lu e  e y e s .

T h is  young man so  i n t r i g u e d  me t h a t  I  a s k e d  h i s  
i d e n t i t y .  No one seem ed t o  know . L a t e r ,  I  q u e s 
t io n e d  S i r  R o n a ld  S t o r r s ,  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn o r  o f  
J e ru s a le m . The g o v e rn o r  opened  th e  d o o r  o f  a n  
a d jo in in g  o f f i c e  and  th e r e  s a t  t h e  m y s te r io u s  
s t r a n g e r ,  a b s o rb e d  i n  a  book  on  a rc h e o lo g y .

I  w ould l i k e  you  t o  m ee t C o lo n e l  T . E . L aw rence , 
uncrow ned k in g  o f  A ra b ia ,  th e  g o v e rn o r  s a i d . l

I ■ I r t i  I 11 I ■ ■ ■ «  M l ■ ■ ■  II II - r  -

L o w ell Thomas, "The R e a l  L aw rence o f  A r a b i a , ”
R e a d e r» s  D ig e s t  ( J u n e ,  1 9 6 4 ) , p .  253*
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T h is  i s  a n  exam ple  o f  th e  v i v i d , " h ig h "  s t y l e  o f  % o m as . I n  

so  f a r  a s  " th e  s t y l e  i s  th e  man" we h av e  so m e th in g  o f  a  c lu e  

h e re  t o  th e  way h e  c o n d u c ts  h i s  w r i t i n g  f o r  th e  new s, th e  

s c r i p t s  f o r  H igh A d v e n tu re  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  o r  t h e  r a d i o  

s c r i p t s  f o r  CBS.

Im p o rta n c e  o f  Human I n t e r e s t

A k ey  w ord f o r  th e  o v e r - a l l  e f f e c t  o f  a  L o w e ll Thomas

s c r i p t  i s  t h e  e l u s i v e  " l i s t e n a b i l i t y "  w h ich  he m anages t o

a c h ie v e  by  a  s u b t l e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  f a c t o r s  J u s t  d i s c u s s e d .

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  how ever, we s h a l l  exam ine c e r t a i n  p r e c e p t s

and  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  news g a th e r in g  fo l lo w e d  by a  b rea k -d o w n  o f

a  s c r i p t  i n t o  i t s  com ponent p a r t s  so  t h a t  i t s  s t y l i s t i c

s t r u c t u r e  beccm es a p p a r e n t .

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  be  u s e f u l  i n  th e  e n s u in g  p a g e s

t o  u n d e rs ta n d  how th e  b r o a d c a s t in g  o f  news e v o lv e d .  I t s

im p o r ta n c e  a s  a  " s a c r e d  t r u s t , " t o  u s e  th e  w ords o f  E r i c

S e v a r e id ,  s h o u ld  be c l e a r  t o  a n y  s t u d e n t  o f  b r o a d c a s t in g  and

t o  a lm o s t  e v e ry  c i t i z e n  i n  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  a u d ie n c e .

A t no p e r io d  i n  o u r  h i s t o r y  h a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  
news and  p u b l ic  a f f a i r s  b r o a d c a s t in g  b e en  so  
c r i t i c a l  an d  im p o r ta n t  t o  o u r  n a t i o n a l  l i f e .

We h av e  to d a y  w i t h in  o u r  g r a s p  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
t o  p r o v id e  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  a  t r o u b le d  
w o r ld , an d  a t  th e  same t im e ,  t o  i n c r e a s e  o u r  
s t a t u r e  emd s t r e n g t h  a s  b r o a d c a s t e r s . 2

S f i l l i a m  S . P a le y , C hairm an  o f  t h e  B oard o f  CBS, 
q u o te d  i n  C h e s te r ,  G a r r is o n ,  W i l l i s ,  T e l e v i s io n  and  R a d io ,

p. 393.
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L o w e ll TOiomas h as  b e e n  h a n d l in g  th e  news f o r  t h i r t y - f i v e  

y e a r s ;  h e  h a s  e v o lv e d  o v e r  t h a t  p e r io d  o f  t im e  a  fo rm u la  f o r  

a s s e m b lin g  th e  news I n t o  a n  a c c e p ta b l e  c o m n o d lty  t h a t  I s  

m o st p a l a t a b l e . We have  exam ined  a  few  o f  th e  te c h n iq u e s  

an d  d e v ic e s  u s e d , b u t  th e  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f . a  g iv e n  new s

c a s t  r a i s e s  c e r t a i n  p ro b lem s o r  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  a r e  s t i l l  

b a s i c  t o  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  and  s t i l l  u n iq u e  to  th e  Thomas 

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  Thomas b e l i e v e s  t h a t  " th e  news 

I s  m e n t a l , " and  t h a t  r a d i o  d o e s  a  s u p e r i o r  jo b  o f  d e l i v e r i n g  

th e  new s.

News e x i s t s  I n  th e  m inds o f  m en. I t  I s  n o t  a n  
e v e n t ;  I t  I s  so m e th in g  p e r c e iv e d  a f t e r  th e  e v e n t ;
I t  I s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  th e  e s s e n t i a l  
fram ew ork  o f  th e  e v e n t— e s s e n t i a l  b e in g  d e f in e d  
a g a i n s t  a  fram e o f  r e f e r e n c e  w h ich  I s  c a l c u l a t e d  
t o  make th e  e v e n t  m e a n in g fu l  t o  th e  r e a d e r  o r  
l i s t e n e r . 3

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  g iv e n  s e t  o f  L o w ell Thomas new s

c a s t s  I s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  new s. 

B ecau se  h e  h a s  n o t  s e t  f o r t h  h i s  v iew s I n  a n y  s y s te m a t ic  

f a s h i o n ,  n o r  w r i t t e n  f o r  th e  l e a r n e d  j o u r n a l s  on h i s  p h i l o s 

ophy  o f  th e  new s. I t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a s 

s o r t e d  f ra g m e n ts  t h a t  sh a p e  t h i s  p h i lo s o p h y .  I t  I s  one 

b a s e d  on  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  Stemming fro m  th e  few  b a s ic  

I d e a s  on  news s t y l e  g iv e n  I n  I n t e r v i e w s ,  th e  w r i t e r  w i l l  s e t  

f o r t h  c e r t a i n  p r e c e p t s  w i th  w h ich  Thomas I s  I n  a c c o rd ,  and  

c o n c lu d e  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w i th  a  d i r e c t  s t a te m e n t  r e c e iv e d  I n  a

^ W ilb u r  Schramm, "The N a tu re  o f  N ew s," J o u rn a l is m  
Q u a r t e r l y  (S e p te m b e r, 1 9 4 9 ), p .  2 5 9 .
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r e c e n t  l e t t e r . ^  "News I s  r e l a t e d  t o  e v e n ts  w h ich  i n  some way 

I n t e r e s t  p e o p le "  Thomas t o l d  th e  w r i t e r  i n  New Y ork .

I t  i s  a  t r u i s m  t h a t  p e o p le  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  r e p o r t s  

o f  e v e n ts  w h ich  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  

and  i n  r e p o r t s  o f  any  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  human 

a f f a i r s  w h ich  a ro u s e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  e m o tio n a l  c u r i o s i t y .

News o f  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s ,  s u c h  a s  f l o o d s ,  h u r r i c a n e s ,  and  

f i r e s  i n t e r e s t  many p e o p le .  D e p a r tu r e s  from  m o ra l and  l e g a l  

c o d es  o f  b e h a v io r  i n t e r e s t  p e o p le .  The com m ission  o f  a  

c r im e , th e  a p p re h e n s io n  o f  t h e  s u s p e c te d  c r i m in a l ,  and  h i s  

t r i a l ,  c o n v ic t i o n ,  o r  a c q u i t t a l  a r e  e v e n ts  r e p o r t e d  a s  new s. 

Im p o r ta n t  g o v e rn m e n ta l a c t i o n s ,  su c h  a s  th e  e n a c tm e n t o f  a  

new t a x  law , th e  i s s u a n c e  o f  an  e x e c u t iv e  o r d e r ,  o r  a  c o u r t  

d e c i s i o n  a r e  r e p o r t e d  a s  news when th e y  a f f e c t  l i v e s  i n  some 

s u b s t a n t i a l  w ay. S p eech es  and  in te r v ie w s  by  im p o r ta n t  

p e o p le  a r e  n ew sw o rth y , b e c a u s e  th e y  p ro v id e  c lu e s  t o  f u t u r e  

g o v e rn m e n ta l  a c t i o n . 5

L o w ell Thomas m akes u s e  o f  o r  c o v e rs  e a c h  o f  th e s e  

" s e c t o r s "  o f  p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t ,  i n c lu d in g  P r e s i d e n t i a l  P re s s  

C o n fe re n c e s , now and  t h e n ,^  i f  i t  s u i t s  h i s  c o n v e n ie n c e . He 

m akes no s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  t r a c k  down a  s t o r y  i n  th e  a c t i v e

^ L o w ell Thomas t o  th e  a u th o r  i n  l e t t e r  d a te d  J u ly  5 ,
1 9 6 4 .

^ C h e s te r ,  G a r r is o n ,  and  W i l l i s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  3 9 4 .

^ L o w e ll Thomas a i r - c h e c k  ( b r o a d c a s t  fro m  New Y o rk ), 
A u g u st 12 , 1964  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  P r e s id e n t  
Jo h n s o n ’ s  p r e s s  c o n fe r e n c e .
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s e n s e  o f  d o in g  " le g -w o rk "  œ s p e c i a l  r e s e a r c h ,  o th e r  th a n  

te le p h o n in g  t o  c o n f i rm  s o u r c e s  and a c c u r a c y .

B ie  o r d e r  and  im p o r ta n c e  o f  i t e m s ,  how ever, he  u s u a l l y  

a r r a n g e s  himse lf  o r  a d v is e s  h i s  w r i t e r  b y  t e l e p h o n e . I n  th e  

a c t u a l  n e w s -g a th e r in g  p r o c e s s  Thomas h a s  lo n g  ago  d i s 

t in g u i s h e d  h im s e l f ,  and  no lo n g e r  b id s  f o r  th e  b r e a t h l e s s  

" e y e - w i tn e s s "  r e p o r t .  He i s  n o t  a n  o n - th e - s c e n e  r e p o r t e r  

a n y  lo n g e r  n o r  d o e s  he  w is h  t o  do t h i s  u n le s s  t h e r e  i s  some 

e x c e p t i o n a l  a c c o u n t  o r  " f i r s t "  w h ich  w a r r a n ts  i t ,  su c h  a s  

h i s  O c to b e r  7> 1949 b r o a d c a s t  fro m  I h a s a ,  T ib e t .

L o w ell Thomas i s  g iv e n  v i r t u a l l y  c a r t e  b la n c h e  b y  CBS 

i n  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  i t e m s .  He i s ,  a s  M arya Mannes p h ra s e d  

i t ,  "a  t r u s t e d  h a n d "  and  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  he  h o n o rs  and  

r e s p e c t s .  H r. F r i e n d ly  a l s o  h a s  c o m p le te  c o n f id e n c e  i n  h i s  

good  ju d g m e n t, s o  t h a t  rto s c r e e n in g  o r  " c h e c k in g "  i s  n e c e s 

s a r y .  I t  i s  up  t o  B u r a n e l l i  t o  t a k e  th e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  t e l e 

phone th e  CBS C e n t r a l  Newsroom i n  th e  e v e n t  so m e th in g  co n 

t r o v e r s i a l ,  h i g h ly  in f la m m a to ry , o r  d e c id e d ly  " to u c h y "  

a r i s e s  and  n e e d s  e i t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o r  g u id a n c e .

As i s  th e  c a s e  w i th  a n y  news p ro g ram , l o c a l  o r  n e t 

w ork , t h e  m ain  p ro b le m  i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  th e  p rog ram  i s  d e c id 

in g  w h a t i te m s  t o  in c lu d e ,  i n  w ha t o r d e r ,  and  how t o  p r e s e n t  

e a c h .  (Riere i s  a l s o  th e  m a t t e r  o f  th e  g r a c e f u l  t r e m s i t i o n  

and  a v o id a n c e  o f  th e  s t e r e o t y p e  c l i c h é s  w henever p o s s i b l e .
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A f i f t e e n - m i n u t e  s p o n s o re d  n e w s c a s t  a c t u a l l y  r u n s  

a b o u t  tw e lv e  m in u te s  a l lo w in g  t im e  f o r  th e  co m m erc ia l 

a n n o u n c e m e n ts . Thomas was a cc u s to m e d  t o  t h i s  f o r  t h i r t y  

y e a r s  b o th  w i th  NBC and  w i th  CBS. F o r  th e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  he 

has h ad  a  te n - m in u te  n e w s c a s t  w h ich  in v o lv e s  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  

o f  b e tw ee n  s e v e n  and  a  h a l f  and  e i g h t  m in u te s  o f  new s.

Seldom  do Thomas* s t o r i e s  r u n  o v e r  one m in u te  i n  l e n g t h ,  

u n l e s s  th e y  a r e  o f  u n u s u a l  i n t e r e s t .  T r i t e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  

p h r a s e s  su c h  a s  "on  th e  l a b o r  f r o n t , " o r  " tu r n in g  now t o  

W ash in g to n "  Thomas m anages t o  a v o id  e n t i r e l y .

B ie  c h o ic e  o f  s t o r i e s  an d  th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Thcxaas* 

n e w s c a s t  a r e  in f lu e n c e d  b y  th e  a u d ie n c e  t o  be  r e a c h e d  a t  th e  

t im e  th e  p ro g ram  i s  b r o a d c a s t :  t h e  d in n e r  h o u r .  The t im e  o f  

d a y  a l s o  i n f lu e n c e s  th e  k in d  o f  news m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

b r o a d c a s t .  QBie p r e s s  s e r v i c e s  now h av e  a  f a i r l y  w e l l -  

e s t a b l i s h e d  s c h e d u le ,  and  % om as i s  d e p e n d e n t on  th e s e  when 

th e  c o m p o s it io n  o f  th e  6 :4 5  p ro g ram  a c t u a l l y  " j e l l s "  a b o u t  

4 :0 0  P.M . He a v o id s  t h e  " l a s t - m i n u t e - b u l l e t i n "  u n l e s s  i t  i s  

o f  g e n u in e  im p o r ta n c e .  D in n e r -h o u r  n e w s c a s ts  u s u a l l y  h av e  a n  

ab im dance  o f  news m a t e r i a l  c o v e r in g  t h e  e n t i r e  d ay * s a c t i v i t y ,  

and  t h i s  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  w h a t Thomas p r o v id e s .  He c h a r a c t e r 

i z e s  i t  h im s e l f  a s  " th e  m a jo r  o r  p rim e  w ra p -u p  o f  th e  d a y "  o r  

a s  he s a i d  i n  a n  i n t e r v ie w ,  " th e  b a s ic  m e a t- a n d - p o ta to e s "  

t h a t  p e o p le  e x p e c t  a lo n g  w i th  t h e i r  d i n n e r .

Thomas f e e l s  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a g re e  w i th  

t e n  " r u l e s "  e l a b o r a t e d  b y  C h e s te r ,  G a r r i s o n ,  and  W i l l i s  i n
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t h e i r  c h a p te r  on th e  news.®  T hese  g u id e  p o s t s  w ere  s u b m it te d  

i n  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  w i th  th e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  Thomas u n d e r s c o re  o r  

c h e c k  th o s e  w h ich  h e  f e l t  w ere  o f  p r im a ry  im p o r ta n c e . He 

was a l s o  a sk e d  to  d e l e t e  an y  p o i n t  o r  p o i n t s  he  f e l t  unim 

p o r t a n t ;  an d  he  was a sk e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a  new s u g g e s t io n  o r  

p o i n t  i f  he  w is h e d . The l i s t  came b a c k  e s s e n t i a l l y  u n c h a n g e d , 

He had  p u t  e x c la m a tio n  p o i n t s  a f t e r  Numbeis 7 and  9> and added  

t h e s e  comm ents a f t e r  Numbers' 3 an d  1 0 . "Maybe I 'm  g u i l t y  o f  

t h i s  now and  t h e n . "  "Why r e t r a c t ?  Why g e t  i n t o  h o t  w a te r?  

T h is  one d o e s n 't  a p p ly  much t o  my way o f  h a n d l in g  th e  new s, 

b u t  th e n .  I 'm  n o t  a  c r u s a d e r . "

H ere i s  th e  l i s t  w h ic h  Thomas c h ec k ed  o v e r :

1 . S e p a ra te  f a c t s  fro m  o p in io n ? ÿ and  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f y  th e  
s o u rc e  o f  e a c h .

2 .  I f  you  a r e  a d v a n c in g  a n  eœ gum ent, s t a t e  th e  p re m is e s  on 
w h ich  you  b a se  y o u r  r e a s o n i n g .

3 .  I n  y o u r  c h o ic e  o f  t o p i c s ,  d o n ' t  r i d e  a  hobby h o r s e  by  
h a r p in g  on th e  same s u b j e c t  d a y  i n  and  d a y  o u t .

4 .  C heck and  r e - c h e c k  a l l  s t a te m e n t s  o f  f a c t  t o  v e r i f y  
a c c u ra c y .

5 .  A void  e x a g g e r a t io n s .

6 .  Do n o t  a t te m p t  t o  make y o u r s e l f  a p p e a r  i n f a l l i b l e .

7 .  Do n o t  in d u c e  p a n ic  o r  e x tre m e  i n s e c u r i t y  i n  l i s t e n e r s  
th ro u g h  e m o tio n a l is m .

8 .  Do n o t  p r e ju d i c e  l i s t e n e r s  th ro u g h  in n u e n d o , d i s t o r t i o n s ,  
o r  s u p p r e s s io n  o f  v i t a l  i n f o r m a t io n .

9 .  D o n 't  d r a m a tiz e  a n  o p in io n  on one s i d e  o f  a n  i s s u e  o n ly .
" ■  u  ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■  ■ ■

C h e s te r ,  G a r r is o n ,  and  W i l l i s ,  o p . c i t . .  p .  4 0 4 .
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1 0 . Be p r e p a re d  t o  make a  s i n c e r e  and  e q u a l  r e t r a c t i o n  i f  
necessEUcy and to  p ro v id e  r e p l y  tim e  to  th o s e  you  have  
u n f a i r l y  a t t a c k e d  i n  a  b r o a d c a s t .

As n o te d  a b o v e , th e  c h e c k - l i s t  d rew  comment o n ly  i n  f o u r

p la c e s  : Numbers 7  and 9,  an d  3 and  1 0 .

B ecau se  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  a n a ly z in g  

L o w ell Thomas* s t y l e ,  i t  may be f i t t i n g  t o  in t r o d u c e  a  sum

m a tio n  o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o n d u c te d  by  F r e d e r i c k  R .

D o w lin g .9 I t  sh o u ld  be em p h a size d  a g a in  t h a t  th e  s t y l e — 

b a se d  on Thomas * s  s c r i p t s  and  th e  c o n te n t —b a se d  on  a  b re a k 

down o f  f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  i n  h i s  s c r i p t s — a re  much o f  th e  

same f a b r i c  and  t e x t u r e .  They a r e  c l o s e l y  i n t e r r e l a t e d  a s  

D ow ling c o n c lu d e s .

D ow ling  made a  r h e t o r i c a l  s tu d y  o f  f i v e  n e w s c a s te r s  

b a se d  on (1 )  w ord c h o ic e ,  (2 )  s e n te n c e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  (3 ) 

r h e t o r i c a l  d e v ic e s ,  (4 ) d e l i v e r y .  I n  s e n te n c e  c h a r a c t e r i s 

t i c s  he was c o n c e rn e d  w i th  l e n g t h ,  k in d ,  and  u s e .  U nder 

p o i n t  (3 )  r h e t o r i c a l  d e v ic e s ,  h e  s e l e c t e d  se v e n  c r i t e r i a :  

t r a n s i t i o n s ,  hum or, e m o tio n a l  p r o o f ,  e t h i c a l  p r o o f ,  r e p e t i 

t i o n ,  q u e s t i o n s ,  and t o p i c a l  s e n t e n c e s .  H is f i n a l  p o in t  

(4 ) d e l i v e r y ,  was w e ig h te d  on  ( a )  p i t c h ,  (b ) f o r c e ,  and  (c) 

r a t e  o f  s p e e d .

S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  

t h e  m ost p e r t i n e n t  f a c t o r  com ing from  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  fo u n d  i n  

h i s  c o n c lu s io n  a b o u t  Thcmias* s t y l e  w h ich  he b e l i e v e s  i s  b a se d

^ F r e d e r i c k  R . D ow ling , "The S ty l e  o f  F iv e  R a d io  Com
m e n ta to r s "  ( d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  W iscon
s i n ,  1956 ) .
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on h lB  c o l o r f u l  v o c a b u la ry  and  "em p h asis  on  p a g e a n tr y .  " 

D ow ling a l s o  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  Thomas " s c o re s  q u i t e  h ig h "  on 

h i s  u s e  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  d e v ic e s  and  d e l i v e r y .

I n  b r i e f ,  he s t a t e s  t h a t  r a d i o  co m m en ta to rs  c a n  be 

c l e a r l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  on th e  b a s i s  o f  s t y l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  and  

o f  c o n te n t  d i f f e r e n c e s .  Word c h o ic e s  make s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f 

f e r e n c e s ;  c e r t a i n  co m m en ta to rs  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h e  u se  o f  

w ords o f  v a r io u s  l e v e l s  o f  d i f f i c u l t y ;  b u t  e a c h  co m m en ta to r 

i s  r e l a t i v e l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  i n  h i s  d a y - to - d a y  u se  o f  w ords on 

d i f f e r e n t  d i f f i c u l t y  l e v e l s .

The d i e  i s  c a s t

P a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u se  

o f  t h e  m anner i n  w h ich  i t  in t r o d u c e s  L o w ell Thom as, t h e  f i r s t  

s c r i p t  ( S e p t .  2 9 , 1930) i s  re p ro d u c e d  h e r e .  T hese p ag es  

w ere  p h o to s t a t e d  from  Thomas* f i l e s  w i th  p e r m is s io n .  They 

r u n  fro m  p a g e s  79  t o  8 4 .

The o b i tu a r y  o f  D a n ie l  Guggenheim  w h ich  made th e  

se co n d  page  o f  th e  New Y ork  Times o f  th e  same d a t e  shows 

Thomas* l i f e - l o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  m in in g  and  p r o s p e c to r s  o f  th e  

W est. The i te m  o f  th e  i s l a n d  o f  S t .  K i ld a  i s  n o te w o rth y  a s  

a n  exam ple  o f  th e  " f o l k l o r e "  f i l l e r  he  w ould  u s e  c o n t i n u a l l y .  

The f i n a l  page  o f  s c r i p t  p r e - h e r a l d s  much o f  th e  " to n e "  o f  

L o w ell Thomas to  f o l lo w  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s ,  w i th  i t s  l i g h t -  

to u c h , i t s  c u r i o u s l y  u p - b e a t  f l a i r  f o r  rom ance , s c i e n c e ,  

odds and  e n d s ,  b u t  "news a p l e n t y . "  

lOlbid.
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The a u th o r  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e s e  p a g e s  w h ich  fo l lo w  m e r i t  

i n c l u s i o n  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th e  s t u d e n t  o f  b r o a d c a s t in g  b e c a u se  

th e y  r e p r e s e n t  a  d e f i n i t e  b e g in n in g  ar^i th e y  h a v e  la u n c h e d  a  

c a r e e r .  The a n n o u n c e r* s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  L o w ell Thomas i s  

t h a t  am algam  o f  f ia c t  and  f a n c y  t h a t  h a s  b l u r r e d - o v e r  r e a l i t y .  

I n  t r u t h ,  Thomas d id  n o t  accom pany A lle n b y  i n  P a l e s t i n e ;  he 

m et h im . Thomas e n c o u n te re d  th e  P r in c e  o f  W ales i n  I n d i a ,  

he  d id  n o t  a c t u a l l y  t o u r  I n d i a  w i th  h im . T h is  i s  a l s o  th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  th e  Thomas le g e n d .  H e n c e fo r th ,  o n ly  e x c e r p t s  

w i l l  be  u s e d  fro m  t h e  s c r i p t s  and  n o t  tn e  e n t i r e  body  o f  

s c r i p t  i t s e l f .

6:45 -  7 :0 0  P.M. LITERARY DIGEST MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 2 9 . 1930

LITERARY DIGEST BROADCAST BY LOWELL THOMAS AT
THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY.

OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT:

The L i t e r a r y  D ig e s t  s p e a k in g  -  t o  an n o u n ce  L o w ell 
Thcmias, t h e  D i g e s t 's  new r a d i o  v o ic e  in fo rm in g  and  
e n t e r t a i n i n g  y o u  w i th  th e  l a t e s t  news o f  th e  d a y .

Of c o u r s e  y o u  rem em ber L o w e ll K iom as, fam ous w ar 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  whom th e  l a t e  L ord  N o r t h c l i f f e  
s a i d .  "He saw m ore o f  th e  W orld War th a n  a n y  o th e r  
m an ."

You know him  a l s o  a s  a  w o r ld  t r a v e l e r ,  e x p lo r e r  
and  a u t h o r .

You know th e  L o w e ll Thomas \dio was s e n t  t o  E u ro p e  
b y  P r e s i d e n t  W ilso n  t o  be w i th  th e  B e lg ia n ,  F re n c h , 
I t a l i a n ,  S e r b ia n ,  A m erican , B r i t i s h  and A ra b ia n  
a rm ie s ,  an d  b r in g  b a c k  a  p o p u la r  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  
A l l i e d  c a m p a ig n s .

You know th e  L o w e ll Thomas who accom pan ied  
G e n e ra l  A l le n b y  d u r in g  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  
and  who was th e  f i r s t  t o  d i s c o v e r  and  t e l l  th e  w o rld  
o f  t h e  am azing  c a r e e r  o f  C o lo n e l  L aw rence , th e  
m y s te ry  man o f  A r a b ia .
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You know th e  L o w ell Thomas who b e g an  l i f e  o u t  i n  
t h e  C r ip p le  C re e k  m in in g  d i s t r i c t  i n  C o lo rad o  an d  
who s i n c e  th e n  h a s  b e e n  a  r a n g e r ,  a  t r a v e l i n g  
s a le s m a n , an d  who was m anag ing  e d i t o r  o f  two d a i l y  
n e w sp a p e rs  b e f b r e  he  was tw e n ty .

You know th e  L o w e ll Thomas who to u r e d  I n d i a  w i th  
th e  P r in c e  o f  W ales and  s p e n t  tw o y e a r s  i n  e x p lo r in g  
re m o te  p a r t s  o f  t h a t  c o u n tr y  a s  w e l l  a s  M alaya,
U pper Burma and  some o f  t h e  w i l d e s t  c o r n e r s  o f  
C e n t r a l  A s ia ,  su c h  a s  W A z ir is ta n  an d  A f g h a n is ta n .

You know th e  L o w ell Thomas who was th e  f i r s t  p e r 
s o n  o f  th e  o u t s i d e  w o rld  t o  r e a c h  C e n t r a l  E urope  
a f t e r  th e  A r m is t ic e  and b r in g  b a c k  a  r e c o r d ,  b o th  
i n  p i c t u r e  and  s t o r y  o f  t h e  German r e v o l u t i o n .

You know t h e  L o w ell Thomas who h a s  a d d re s s e d  
a u d ie n c e s  o f  4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  i n  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  
t h e  w o r ld , who h ave  b e e n  h e ld  b y  th e  m agic  o f  h i s  
v o ic e  an d  h av e  t r a v e l e d  w i th  him  t o  th e  e n d s  o f  
th e  e a r t h .

And t h i s  i s  th e  L o w ell Thomas you a r e  now t o  
h e a r  r e c o r d in g  th e  l a t e s t  news o f  th e  d a y  f o r  th e  
L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t .

INTRODUCTION;

I  w onder i f  an y  o f  you  w i l l  b e l i e v e  a l l  t h a t ,  
o r  a l l  o f  th e  a w f u l ly  n ic e  t h in g s  t h a t  F lo y d  G ibbons 
s a i d  a b o u t  me S a tu r d a y  n ig h t?  I f  you  d o , I  am s u r e  
you  m u st p u t  me down a s  a n  o ld  man w i th  a  lo n g  
b e a rd  t r a i l i n g  i n  th e  d u s t .

I  c a l l e d  F lo y d  G ibbons on t h e  te le p h o n e  S a tu rd a y  
n i g h t ,  an d  t o l d  h im  w hat a  g r e a t  f e l l o w  h e  was t o  
sp e n d  s o  much o f  h i s  f i n a l  h o u r  I n  g iv in g  me a  
b o o s t .  B u t th e  t h in g s  he  s a i d  w ere  much to o  f l a t 
t e r i n g .  A f t e r  a l l ,  I  am j u s t  a  ch ap  who s t a r t e d  o u t  
a s  a  n ew sp ap er m an, and  w i th  a n  overw helm ing  d e s i r e  
t o  s e e  t h e  w hole  w o r ld , an d  to  sp e n d  my l i f e  a c t 
in g  a s  a n  o b s e r v e r .  I t ' s  r a t h e r  c u r io u s  t h a t  F lo y d  
G ibbons and I  h av e  fo l lo w e d  som ewhat p a r a l l e l  
t r a i l s  much o f  t h e  t im e .  B e fo re  th e  W ar, when he 
was a  s t a r  man on a  m o rn in g  p a p e r  i n  C h icag o  I  was 
a  cub p o l i c e  r e p o r t e r  c h a s in g  news f o r  a  C h icago  
e v e n in g  p a p e r .  Then a s  th e  y e a r s  w en t b y , we b o th  
t r a v e l l e d  t o  th e  en d s  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  I  c r o s s e d  h i s  
t r a i l  h u n d re d s  o f  t im e  d u r in g  th e  w ar and  a f t e r  -  
A f r i c a  -  A s ia  and  a lm o s t  e v e ry w h e re . And h e re  I  
am, a s k e d  t o  t a k e  up  h i s  t r a i l  o f  r a d i o i n g  th e  news 
f o r  t h e  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t .  When I  t a l k e d  t o  him  on  
t h e  te le p h o n e  S a tu rd a y  n i g h t ,  t h a t  w as th e  c l o s e s t  
I  had  e v e r  come t o  a c t u a l l y  m e e tin g  h im  i n  th e  
tw e n ty  y e a r s  o r  m ore t h a t  we h av e  b e e n  do<%ng e a c h
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o t h e r  a ro u n d  th e  g lo b e .  One o f  th e  t h in g s  he  s a i d  
t o  me w a s : " I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  how you  seem  t o  g e t  t o  
known p e o p le  o v e r  t h e  r a d i o .  A lth o u g h  you  may be 
t a l k i n g  t o  m i l l i o n s  you  h av e  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  th e y  
a r e  a l l  y o u r  f r i e n d s . "  And I  c a n  u n d e rs ta n d  t h i s  
I n  th e  c a s e  o f  F lo y d  G ib b o n s . F o r  I  d o u b t  I f  th e  
man e v e r  l i v e d  who e n d e a re d  h im s e l f  t o  m ore p e o p le  
I n  a s  a  s h o r t  a  tim e  a s  F lo y d  G ib b o n s . I t  was 
f i n e  o f  him  to  g iv e  me h i s  b l e s s i n g  and  su c h  a  
s e n d - o f f .

As I  t a k e  up  h i s  t r a i l  t o  s c a n  th e  l a s t  e d i t i o n s  
o f  th e  n e w sp a p e rs  and  p a s s  on t o  you  th e  d i s p a tc h e s  
t h a t  h ave  b e e n  com ing I n  t o  me a l l  d a y , I  f e l t  a s  
th o u g h  I  h ad  b e e n  a b r u p t l y  p u l l e d  away fro m  my fa rm  
up I n  th e  New York h i l l s  and  t o s s e d  b a c k  a  d o z en  
y e a r s  o r  m ore I n t o  one o f  my o ld  jo b s  I n  th e  w h i r l  
o f  a  m odern n ew sp ap er o f f i c e .

A dolph  H i t l e r ,  t h e  German F a s c i s t  c h i e f .  I s  
s n o r t i n g  f i r e .  T h e re  a r e  now tw o M u s s o l ln ls  I n  th e  
w o r ld , w h ich  seem s t o  p rcan lse  a  r o u s in g  t im e .
A dolph  I s  o n e . He h a s  w r i t t e n  a  book  c a l l e d  th e  
German F a s c i s t  B i b l e .  I n  I t  t h i s  b e l l i g e r e n t  
g e n tle m a n  s t a t e s  t h a t  a  c a r d i n a l  p o l i c y  o f  h i s  now 
p o w e rfu l  German p a r t y  I s  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  R u s s ia .  
T h a t 's  a  t a l l  a s s ig n m e n t A d o lp h . You j u s t  a s k  
N ap o leo n .

I  hap p en ed  t o  p a s s  th ro u g h  o n e  German r e v o l u t i o n ,  
an d  I t  was c o m p lic a te d  e n o u g h . B u t th e  p r e s e n t  
p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o v e r  t h e r e  I s  g e t t i n g  t o  be  
a n o th e r  f r i g h t f u l  t a n g l e .  I  u n d e r s ta n d  I t  a  b i t  
b e t t e r  now, a f t e r  h a v in g  r e a d  t h e  a r t i c l e  on  
"G erm any 's R a d ic a l  B a l l o t  R e v o l t , " I n  t h e  c u r r e n t  
I s s u e  o f  th e  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t .  A t th e  t o p  o f  t h e  
a r t i c l e  a r e  t h r e e  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  th e  l e a d e r s  o f  th e  
p r i n c i p a l  e le m e n ts  I n  th e  c o n fu s e d  German p o l i t i c a l  
m lx -u p  -  th e  F a s c i s t s ,  t h e  m o d e ra te s ,  and  th e  Com
m u n is t s .  A s tu d y  I n  f a c e s ,  and  t h a t  I s  a lw ay s  
I n t e r e s t i n g  and  som etim es r e v e a l i n g .

From a c r o s s  th e  A t l a n t i c  d r i f t  o t h e r  r e p o r t s  -  
a l l  th e  way from, g r a v e  a g i t a t i o n s  I n  S p a in  t o  new 
s e n t im e n ta l  s i d e l i g h t s  on  K ing C a r o l 's  l o v e - l o r n  
c o u r t .  The r i s e  o f  th e  F a s c i s t s  o f  Germany I s  a n  
a n t l - r e p u b l l c a n ,  m o n a rc h is t  m ovem ent. I n  S p a in  
th e  d r i f t  I s  th e  o t h e r  w ay. M adrid  w i tn e s s e d  a  g r e a t  
p o l i t i c a l  m e e tin g  I n  a  fm ous o ld  b u l l  r i n g  t h e r e .  
P o l i t i c a l  m e e tin g s  and  b u l l  seem  t o  be n a t u r a l  t o 
g e t h e r ,  b u t  th e  M adrid  g a th e r in g  a p p e a rs  t o  have  
b e en  v e ry  much I n  e a r n e s t .  W ith  g o v ern m en t m ach ine  
guns t r a i n e d  on th e  crow d , a  s u c c e s s io n  o f  prom 
i n e n t  s p e a k e r s  den o u n ced  K ing A lfo n so  an d  dem anded
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a  r e p u b l i c .  T here  was a  w i ld  d e m o n s tr a t io n ,  
f o r t u n a t e l y  w i th o u t  b lo o d s h e d , a g a i n s t  t h e  m o n arch y .

R ig h t  n e x t  d o o r  t o  S p a in  t h e r e  a r e  v i o l e n t  
t h r e a t s  o f  w ar i n  t h e  t i n y  r e p u b l i c  o f  A n d o r ra .
T h is  m in ia tu r e  n a t i o n  l i e s  on  th e  F ra n c o -S p a n is h  
b o r d e r ,  and  i s  u n d e r  J o i n t  c o n t r o l  o f  F ra n c e  and  
S p a in .  The A n d o rran  g o v e rn m en t i s  r e a d y  t o  go  t o  
w ar w i th  th e  F re n c h . An u l tim a tu m  h a s  b e e n  s e n t .
The A n d o rran  anny  o f  s e v e n  men and  two g u n s h a s  h e é n  
m o b i l i z e d .  The c a u s e  o f  t h i s  im b ro g l io  l i e s  i n  th e  
d e s i r e  o f  th e  A n d o rra n  r e p u b l i c  t o  h av e  a  r a c e  
t r a c k  and  a  g am b lin g  c a s i n o ,  w h ich  w ould  a t t r a c t  
th e  f e s t i v e  f r a n c s  o f  f o r e i g n e r s  -  i n c lu d in g  A m eri
c a n s .  T h is  w ould  h e lp  t h e  r e p u b l i c ' s  f i n a n c e s  
c o n s id e r a b ly ,  b u t  th e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m en t c r u e l l y  
f o r b i d s  i t .

You may r e c a l l  t h e  e x c i te m e n t  s t i r r e d  up  l a s t  
w eek b y  a  s o - c a l l e d  r e v e l a t i o n  t o  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
B o ls h e v ik  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  fro m  R u s s ia  w ere  t r a d i n g  
on  th e  C h icago  w h e a t m a rk e t  and  d r i v in g  down th e  
p r i c e s  o f  g r a i n .  Jo h n  B u n n e l l ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  
C h icag o  B oard  o f  T ra d e , a c c o rd in g  t o  a n  AP d i s 
p a tc h  t h a t  h a s  j u s t  come i n ,  to d a y  t o l d  a  s p e c i a l  
c o n g r e s s io n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  co m m ittee  t h a t  R u s s ia n  
o p e r a t io n s  on th e  C h icag o  ex ch an g e  w ere  w h a t i s  
c a l l e d  a  "h ed g in g  o p e r a t i o n , " and  n o t  a  g a m b le .
He s a i d  he had  i n v e s t i g a t e d  an d  was c e r t a i n  th e  
o p e r a t io n s  o f  th e  R u s s ia n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  
C h icag o  w ere  n o t  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  d e p re s s  th e  
m a rk e t .

W hether t h e r e  i s  a n y th in g  w rong w i th  w ha t 
R u s s ia n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d o , th e y  g e t  b lam ed f o r  
m o st t h in g s  th e s e  d a y s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  th e  l a s t  
t im e  I  was i n  I n d i a ,  my B r i t i s h  f r i e n d s  w ere  
t e l l i n g  me t h a t  th e  I n d ia n  r e v o l u t i o n  was l a r g e l y  
due  t o  B o ls h e v ik  a g i t a t o r s  and  R u s s ia n  g o ld .

An exam ple o f  T hom as' p e r s o n a l i z i n g  th e  news c a n  be 

s e e n  i n  th e  l a s t  s e n te n c e :  " .  . . th e  l a s t  t im e  I  was i n  

I n d i a ,  my B r i t i s h  f r i e n d s  w ere  t e l l i n g  me . . . "  I t  i s  

t h i s  k in d  o f  d i r e c t ,  p e r s o n a l  r e f e r e n c e  to  a  p l a c e ,  p e rs o n ,  

o r  e v e n t  w h ich  becam e Thom as' s t y l i s t i c  h a l lm a r k ,  an d  w h ich  

r e p r e s e n te d  a  d e p a r tu r e  fro m  th e  s ta n d a r d  p ro c e d u re  o f  im p e r

s o n a l  news p r e s e n t a t i o n .
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I  h av e  known t h a t  name G uggenheim  fro m  c h i l d 
h o o d . y o u th  was s p e n t  i n  a  m in in g  cam p, and 
o u t  i n  C o lo ra d o  G uggenheim  to  u s m ean t w e a l th  and 
pow er beyond  a l l  d re a m s . L a t e r ,  when I  w en t t o  
U ta h , I  fo u n d  s t i l l  m ore G uggenheim  m in in g  p ro p 
e r t i e s ,  m ore t h a n  I  had  su p p o se d  an y  one man o r  
f a m i ly  c o u ld  c o n t r o l .  T hen w hen I  w en t t o  A la sk a  
I  t r a v e l l e d  o v e r  a  G uggenheim  r a i l r o a d  up th e  
C opper R iv e r  t o  K e n n e c o tt ,  th e  r i c h e s t  c o p p e r  
m ine on  e a r t h .  H undreds o f  m i le s  s t i l l  f a r t h e r  
n o r t h ,  i n  t h e  K lo n d ik e , I  fo u n d  G uggenheim  d re d g e s  
e a t i n g  up  th o u s a n d s  o f  to n s  o f  g o ld - b e a r in g  g r a v e l  
a lo n g  E l  D orado  and  H unker c r e e k s ,  th o s e  m agic  
t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  th e  K lo n d ik e  R iv e r  made fam ous by  
th e  e a r l y  m in e rs  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  *98.

Y e a rs  a f t e r w a r d ,  on  a n  e x p e d i t i o n  th ro u g h  th e  
ju n g le s  o f  t h e  M alay P e n in s u la r  I  to o k  a  s t r i n g  o f  
e le p h a n t s  an d  c ro s s e d  a  r e g i o n  w here  I  th o u g h tn o  
w h i te  man had  e v e r  b e e n . D eep i n  th e  f o r e s t  I  
came t o  a  h u t ,  and  fro m  th e  d o o r  em erged  a  man 
w i th  a  lo n g  b e a r d .  When I  a sk e d  him  i f  he  c o u ld  
s p e a k  E n g l i s h  he r o a r e d  w i th  l a u g h t e r  and  s a i d  
"Why man I*m fro m  T re n to n , New J e r s e y ,  and  I  c an  
t e l l  b y  y o u r  a c c e n t  t h a t  y o u 'r e  no B r i t i s h e r  
e i t h e r .  I 'm  a  m in in g  e n g in e e r  w o rk in g  f o r  th e  
GuggenheimSo I 'v e  b e e n  b u r ie d  o u t  h e r e  f o r  two 
y e a r s  h u n t in g  f o r  some o f  t h e  l o s t  t i n  m ines o f  
th e  M a la y s ."  W herever I  w e n t, no m a t t e r  t o  w hat 
c o n t i n e n t ,  I  fo u n d  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  
G uggenheim s.

D a n ie l  G uggenheim  who h a s  j u s t  d ie d  was th e  
se c o n d  o f  s e v e n  so n s  o f  Meyer G uggenheim , who came 
t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  fro m  S w itz e r la n d  t o  en g ag e  i n  th e  
l a c e  b u s i n e s s .  B u t th e  f a m i ly  so o n  s h i f t e d  from  
l a c e  t o  m e t a l s .  Some p ro m o te r  t a l k e d  th e  im m ig ran t 
m e rc h a n t i n t o  b u y in g  s h a r e s  i n  a  m ine o u t  i n  
C o lo ra d o . T hey  d i d n ' t  s u d d e n ly  s t r i k e  i t  f a b u 
l o u s l y  r i c h ,  b u t  t h e  e l d e r  Guggenheim  and  h i s  
s e v e n  so n s  tu r n e d  d e f i n i t e l y  t o  e x ts r a c t in g  r i c h  
m e ta l s  fro m  th e  e a r t h  and  e v e r y  one o f  th e  se v e n  
s o n s  becam e a  m u l t i - m i l l i o n a i r e .  One o f  D a n ie l  
G u g g en h e im 's  so n s  i s  o u r  p r e s e n t  a m b assad o r t o  
C uba, B a r ry  G uggenheim .

D a n lé l  G uggenheim  was p e rh a p s  th e  m ost prom 
i n e n t  o f  h i s  f a m i ly ,  a  c l a n  t h a t  d o m in a te s  i n  th e  
w e a l th  o f  t h e  w o rld  se co n d  o n ly  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
p r o to ty p e ,  t h e  R o th c h i ld s .  D a n i e l 's  m ost n o ta b le  
w ork  a s i d e  f ro m  m in in g  and  in n u m e ra b le  p h i l a n 
t h r o p i e s  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  fam ous 
G uggenheim  F o u n d a tio n  f o r  th e  A dvancem ent o f
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A v ia t io n .  He s u p p l i e d  t h e  fu n d s  t h a t  e n a b le d  
L in d b e rg h  t o  make h i s  t r iu m p h a l  f l y i n g  t o u r  o f  
A m e ric a . He s u p p l i e d  th e  fu n d s  t h a t  e n a b le d  t h a t  
am azing  f l i e r ,  my f r i e n d  Jimmy D o o l i t t l e ,  t o  e x 
p e r im e n t  w i th  ways o f  overcom ing  th e  g r im  h a z z a rd s  
o f  fo g  f l y i n g .  And h e  g av e  v a s t  sums f o r  th e  
p ro m o tio n  o f  A e ro n a u t ic s  i n  o t h e r  w ay s. W hat a  
man and  w h a t a  f a m i ly  -  th e s e  G uggenheim s!

The o b i tu a r y  o f  t h e  c o l o r f u l  D a n ie l  Guggenheim  
g iv e s  me a  b r i e f  moment o f  w onder and  m u s in g .
W e ll, tom orrow  e v e n in g  we s h a l l  have  a n o th e r  
s p e c i a l  news i te m  o f  th e  d a y . W hat w i l l  i t  be  -  
com edy, a d v e n tu r e ,  rom ance , t r a g e d y ,  s c i e n c e ,  
b u s i n e s s ,  o r  some i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e v e n t  o f  c a r d i n a l  
im p o r ta n c e ?  W hat i s  y o u r  g u e s s ?  I n  an y  c a s e ,  
t h e r e  w i l l  be  news a p l e n ty .

Much o f  t h e  f l a v o r  o f  th e  news s t y l e  d e v e lo p e d  by 

L o w e ll Thomas may be  t r a c e d  t o  t h i s  i n i t i a l ,  o r i g i n a l  s c r i p t  

o f  S ep tem b er 2 9 , 1 9 3 0 . I n  s e v e r a l  w ays, i t  i s  a  lan d m ark  i n  

t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  L o w e ll Thomas* s t y l e .  The i n i t i a l  s c r i p t  

t e l l s  u s  so m e th in g  a b o u t  L o w ell Thomas a s  he saw h i s  own r o l e  

and  w h a t th e  n a t i o n a l  a u d ie n c e  b eg an  t o  e x p e c t  o f  him  a s  a  

r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  k in d  o f  newsman on th e  a i r .  I n  some w ays, 

i t  m ig h t be  a rg u e d , th e  " d ie  was c a s t . "

The one and  a  h a l f  page  i n t r o d u c t i o n  was trim m ed t o  a  

s i n g l e  page  f o r  th e  n e x t  two n e w s c a s ts  and  s u b s e q u e n t ly  

l i m i t e d  t o  a  v e ry  s h o r t :  "H ere i s  L o w ell Thomas w i th  t o d a y 's  

n e w s ."  Thomas, h o w ev er, on page  two o f  th e  S ep tem b er 29 

s c r i p t  u s e s  th e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  p a y in g  t r i b u t e  to  

F lo y d  G ib b o n s. T h is  h ad  b e e n , a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  C h a p te r  I ,  a  

d i p l o m a t i c a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  m a t t e r .  T here  i s  a l s o  a n  exam ple 

o f  Thomas* m o c k -h u m il i ty  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  d id  n o t  e x p e c t  

anyone  t o  b e l i e v e  " a l l  th o s e  n ic e  t h in g s  s a i d  a b o u t  m e ."
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B u t h i s  c o n c e p t io n  o f  h i s  r o l e  i s  s t a t e d  s im p ly :  " A f te r  a l l ,

I  am j u s t  a  c h ap  who s t a r t e d  o u t  a s  a  n ew sp ap er man, w i th  a n  

overw helm ing  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  th e  w ho le  w o r ld , and  t o  sp en d  my 

l i f e  a c t i n g  a s  a n  o b s e r v e r . "  Thomas h ad  b e e n  re m a rk a b ly  

c o n s i s t e n t  i n  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p u rp o s e s  and  t h i s  s t a te m e n t  

c l a r i f i e s  and  i d e n t i f i e s  h i s  o b j e c t i v e s .

P e r s o n a l i z a t i o n

F u r t h e r  p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  c o n t in u e s  a s  he s t a t e s :  " I  

h ap p en ed  to  p a s s  th ro u g h  one German r e v o l u t i o n ,  b u t  th e  

p r e s e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s  c o m p l ic a te d ,  t o o . "  And th e n  

h e  e x t o l s  th e  l a t e  D a n ie l  G uggenheim . T h is  o b i tu a r y  o f  th e  

man who d ie d  t h a t  d a y  i s  a  page  and  a  h a l f  i n  l e n g t h .  I t  

m ig h t be  a rg u e d  t h a t  i t  was d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  

o f  th e  i te m , y e t  i t  a f f o r d e d  Thomas a  ch an ce  t o  t e l l  a  s t o r y  

a b o u t  th e  G uggenheim s: w eav ing  i n  a  p i c tu r e s q u e  t a l e  a b o u t  

th e  J u n g le s  o f  M alay , w here  w i th  a  " s t r i n g  o f  e le p h a n t s "

Thomas h im s e l f  v i s i t e d  a  r e g io n  no  w h ite  man had  s e e n  b e f o r e . '

T hese  i te m s  r e f l e c t  some o f  Thomas* s lo w ly  c r y s t a l l i z 

in g  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  new s. N am ely, t h a t  w h a t i n t e r e s t e d  him  

w ould c a p tu r e  th e  im a g in a t io n  o f  a  m ass a u d ie n c e  i f  i t  was 

t i e d  t o  a  c r e d i b l e  s o u r c e :  L o w ell Thom as. And one g o e s  b a c k  

t o  a  1924  a r t i c l e  w h ich  d e s c r ib e s  th e  "meigic web" Thomas h a s  

sp u n  f o r  so  many y e a r s :  "L o w ell Thomas* p r o f e s s i o n  i s  th e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  i l l u s t r a t e d  r e c o r d s  o f  ro m a n tic  la n d s  and
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e v e n t s . "11 M oreover, i t  may be b a s i c  t o  a n  x m d e rs ta n d in g  o f  

L o w e ll Thomas t h a t  h e  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  fo l lo w e d  t h e  s t a t e 

m ent i n  th e  o p e n in g  an n ouncem en t by  th e  R e a d e r 's  D i g e s t ; 

" in fo rm in g  and  e n t e r t a i n i n g  you  w i th  th e  l a t e s t  news o f  t h e  

d a y . "  The e n te r t a in m e n t  and  th e  show m anship  f a c t o r  a r e  

c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  u n iq u e  h a n d l in g  o f  t h e  news an d  to  

h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  o f  news w r i t i n g .

U n w r it te n  P o l i c y  f o r  t h e  D a i ly  N ew scast a t  P r e s e n t  

T h is  s e c t i o n  o f  C h a p te r  V w i l l  d e a l  m a in ly  w i th  th e  

r a d i o  s c r i p t s  o f  L o w e ll Thomas, an d  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  

s t y l e .  I t  i s  th e  c o n te n t io n  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  

s c r i p t s  o f  Thomas w ere  a r t f u l l y  com pounded: news i te m s  o f  

n a t i o n a l  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b le n d e d  w i th  a  few  

r e g i o n a l ,  hum orous i te m s  so  t h a t  th e  o v e r - a l l  e f f e c t  was 

c h e e r f u l  and  p rom o ted  a  s e n s e  o f  "good f e e l i n g . "  L a t e r ,  

h o w ev er, u n d e r  w a rtim e  p r e s s u r e ,  th e  s t y l e  d e t e r i o r a t e d  t o  a  

d e g re e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  1940*s and  1 9 5 0 * s ) . A lth o u g h  th e  

e s s e n t i a l  e le m e n ts  o f  a  L o w ell Thomas s c r i p t  a r e  u s u a l l y  

d i s c e r n i b l e ,  th e  p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  and  o d d - i te m  c l o s e r s  w ere  

n o t  a lw ay s  so  a p t ;  and  f i n a l l y ,  i n  t h e  ig S O 's  t h e r e  w ould 

a p p e a r  t o  be a  m a t u r i t y  and  a n  u p g ra d in g  o f  t h e s e  s e v e r a l  

e le m e n ts — a g a in  done i n  th e  d i s t i n c t l y  i n d i v i d u a l  s t y l e  o f  

L o w ell Thom as. Y e t, a s  Thomas h a s  s a i d ,  "a  good s c r i p t

R h o d e s ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  6 0 .
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o f t e n  m akes bad r e a d i n g ” and  th e  t e s t  o f  a n y  o f  t h e s e  s e g 

m en ts  u n d e r  s c r u t i n y  i s  how th e y  sound  on th e  a i r  d e l i v e r e d  

b y  Thcanas h i m s e l f .

E r ic  Barnouw h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o n ly  t h r e e  

b a s i c  t o o l s  i n  a  r a d i o  s c r i p t :  sound  e f f e c t s ,  m u s ic , and 

s p e e c h . L o w ell Thom as, somehow m anages t o  b r id g e  s p e e c h  

w i th  a  k in d  o f  e m p h a tic  v o c a l  m u s ic , so  t h a t  th e  l i s t e n e r  

h a s  a lm o s t  tw o d im e n s io n s  o r  tw o e le m e n ts  t o  d e a l  w i th :  

news c o n te n t  p r o j e c te d  i n  a  d i s t i n c t i v e ,  d r a m a tic  d e l i v e r y .

"L o w ell Thomas* p r o f e s s i o n  i s  th e  p r o d u c t io n  and  p r e 

s e n t a t i o n  o f  i l l u s t r a t e d  r e c o r d s  o f  ro m a n tic  la n d s  and  

e v e n t s . ”13 E ven  th o u g h  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  was w r i t t e n  f o r t y  

y e a r s  a g o , when r a d i o  news was s c a r c e l y  a  p r o f e s s i o n ,  i t  i s  

a  f a i r l y  a p t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Thomas * d a i l y  n e w s c a s t .  I t  was 

w r i t t e n  a t  a  t im e ,  to o ,  when Thomas was a  l e c t u r e r  and  was 

m aking h i s  fam e w i th  th e  i l l u s t r a t e d  t a l k s  d e s c r ib e d  i n  

C h a p te r  I I .

A m onth  a f t e r  he had  made h i s  a i r  d é b u t ,  a  s h o r t  

a r t i c l e  a p p e a re d  i n  t h e  L i t e r a r y  D ig e s t  s t a t i h g  t h a t  " h is  

b r o a d c a s t s  c o n s i s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  a c t u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  d a y  p r o 

j e c t e d  a g a i n s t  th e  b a ck g ro u n d  o f  L o w ell Thomas* p i c t u r e s q u e ,  

s t r a n g e ,  an d  a d v e n tu ro u s  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  a  w ar c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,

l ^ E r i c  B6u?nouw, Handbook o f  R ad io  W r i t in g  (B o s to n : 
L i t t l e ,  B row n, and  C o .,  1 9 5 0 ) , p .  6 $ .

13Jo h n  K id d e r  R hodes, ”3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  P e o p le  Have S h a re d  
H is  A d v e n tu r e s ,” A m erican  M agazine (S e p te m b e r , 1 9 2 4 ) , p .  6 0 .
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w o rld  t r a v e l e r ,  and  e x p l o r e r . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  a r t i c l e  

d e c l a r e s ,  "he r a r e l y  a l lo w s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  m a t t e r s  t o  e n t e r  

h i s  p ro g ra m s ."

M aurice  Z o lo tow  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Thomas was " p ro b a b ly  

th e  l e a s t - o p i n i o n a t e d  p e rs o n  a l i v e , "^5 and  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  un

i d e n t i f i e d  q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  p rog ram s may a c c o u n t f o r  some o f  

h i s  p o p u l a r i t y .  A c co rd in g  to  Thomas, " r a d io  i s  a  ty p e  o f  

r e p o r t i n g ,  and I* v e  a lw ay s l i k e d  r e p o r t i n g .  And I 'v e  t r i e d  

t o  w r i t e  th e  k in d  o f  s t o r y  t h a t  w ould  e n a b le  me to  come b a c k  

and  g e t  a n o th e r  i f  t h a t  sh o u ld  be n e c e s s a r y .  Thiomas d o es  

t e n d  to  s e e  p r o j e c t s  i n  v e r y  lo n g - ra n g e  te rm s , and he  em

b a rk e d  on  a  r a d i o  c a r e e r  f u l l y  c o g n iz a n t  t h a t  " I  m ig h t be  a t  

i t  f o r  a  few  y e a r s ,  i f  a l l  w orked o u t  w e l l .  I t  was a  b ra n c h  

o f  th e  same s e r v i c e ,  n o n e th e le s s ,  r e p o r t i n g ."^ 7  i n  a  r e c e n t  

s t a te m e n t  a b o u t news p o l i c y  w h ich  p ro v ed  p h i lo s o p h ic a l l y  

o r i e n t i n g ,  Thomas d e c la r e d  t h a t  p e o p le  i n  th e  news w ere o f

suprem e im p o r ta n c e , and t h a t  he  " p r e f e r r e d  to  em p h asize  dram a
1ftand  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  th e  n e w s ."

"L ow ell Thomas—D ig e s t  B r o a d c a s te r ,"  L i t e r a r y  D ig e s t  
(O c to b e r  11 , 1 9 3 0 ), p .  1 2 .

^ ^Z o lo tow , o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 7 0 .

^ ^L o w ell Thomas, i n te r v ie w  w i th  a u th o r ,  June  3> 1964 
i n  New Y ork .

17ibid.
^®Lowell Thomas, i n te r v ie w  w i th  a u th o r ,  June  2 , 1964 

i n  New Y ork .
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S e t t l i n g  i n t o  th e  r o l e  o f  a  n e w s c a s te r ,  t h e n ,  was n o t  

p u r e l y  e x p e r im e n ta l  o r  so m e th in g  u n d e r ta k e n  l i g h t l y .  T h ere  

w ere  few  p r e c e d e n ts  and  few  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .

So Thomas th o u g h t  a b o u t h i s  p o l i c y  fro m  th e  f i r s t  b r o a d c a s t  

onw ard and  h a s  b e e n  re m a rk a b ly  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  h i s  a p p ro a c h  to  

th e  news s i n c e .  I f  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s u b j e c t  a r o s e ,  Thomas 

w ould  n o t  comment on i t ,  one way o r  a n o th e r ;  b u t  m e re ly  

s t a t e  th e  f a c t s ,  p o s s i b l y  l a b e l i n g  i t  " c o n t r o v e r s i a l "  and  

a t te m p t in g  t o  th ro w  a s  much l i g h t  a s  p o s s ib l e  on th e  m a t t e r .

A Newsweek a r t i c l e  s t a t e s  t h a t  Thomas i s  p e rh a p s  th e  

o n ly  newsman who h a s  made h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  on h i s  v o ic e  

a l o n e ; h e  i s ,  in d e e d ,  a n  " im p r e s s a r io  o f  th e  n e w s ."  The 

a r t i c l e  g o e s  o n  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  th e  news s c r i p t  i s  th e  c o n 

c o c t io n  o f  P r o s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  and  L o u is  S h e rw in ; and  t h a t  

Thomas m e re ly  r e a d s  t h e i r  m a n u s c r ip t  w h ich  he  h a s  e d i t e d  

b e fo r e  g o in g  on th e  a i r .  The p o in t i s  r a i s e d  t h a t

. . .  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  he 
t a l k s  a s  th e y  w r i t e ,  o r  th e y  w r i t e  a s  he  t a l k s .
They a r e  c a r e f u l  t o  s t r e s s  A m erican a , w i th  a c c e n t  
on  a d v e n tu r e  and  t e a r - J e r k i n g  a n e c d o te s . 20

P re p a r in g  th e  n e w sc a s t f o r  CBS

The r o u t i n e  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  d a i l y  n e w sc a s t  h as 

n o t  v a r i e d  much d u r in g  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s .  When Thomas i s  a t  

h i s  home i n  P a w lin g , he  u s e s  a  s p e c i a l l y  d e s ig n e d  s m a ll

^ ^ to w e l l  Thomas— I m p r e s s a r io  o f  t h e  N ew s," Newsweek 
(O c to b e r  13 , 1 9 4 ? ) , p .  5 6 .

20 l b i d . .  p .  5 7 .
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s t u d i o ,  and  a l th o u g h  h e  d o e s  n o t  h av e  a  p r o d u c e r ,  h i s  

s e c r e t a r y ,  M rs. E l e c t r a  N ic k s , t im e s  t h e  p rog ram  w i th  a  

s to p - w a tc h .  She g iv e s  him  th e  c u e s  f o r  t h e  c u t  t o  th e  

s t u d i o ,  w here  D ic k  N o e l, t h e  c u r r e n t  CBS s t a f f  a n n o u n c e r  

a s s ig n e d  t o  th e  p ro g ram , p a r t l y  a d - l i b s  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  

th e  c o m m e rc ia l, and  th e n  r e t u r n s  t o  Thomas f o r  a  " f i n a l  

w o rd ."

V in c e n t B u r a n e l l i  m akes a  ro u g h  o u t l i n e  f o r  th e  s c r i p t  

a b o u t 2 P.M . I n  th e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n ,  seg m en ts  o f  th e  s c r i p t  

a r e  f i l e d  v i a  t e l e p r i n t e r  t o  Thom as' home s t u d i o  and  o f f i c e .  

T h e re , a  s e c r e t a r y  r e ty p e s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  and Thomas g o e s  o v e r  

i t  w i th  h i s  e d i t o r i a l  p e n c i l .  H is jo b  i s  to  r e - s h a p e  th e  

w ords i n t o  h i s  c o l l o q u i a l  v e r n a c u l a r .  T h is  i s  th e  end  o f  a  

p r o c e s s  w h ich  s t a r t s  i n  R o c k e f e l l e r  c e n t e r ,  frcan t h e  s m a ll  

new sroom  w h ich  c o n ta in s  o n ly  one U .P . I .  m ach ine  an d  s e v e r a l  

t e l e p h o n e s .  T here  a r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  r a d io s  tu n e d  to  

s t a t i o n s  su c h  a s  WOR and  WPAT b e c a u se  Thomas w i l l  n o t  u se  a n  

i te m  on th e  6 :4 5  p ro g ram  i f  i t  h a s  "b ee n  p la y e d  t o  d e a th  a l l  

d a y  b y  th e  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s . "  He l i k e s  t o  have B u r a n e l l i  

m o n ito r  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  and  c h e c k  th e  d a i l y  n e w sp a p e rs . 

Thomas may b r in g  i n  some a n e c d o te  o r  u se  a  c l i p p i n g  fro m  

The N a t io n a l  G e o g rap h ic  i f  a  s t o r y  h a s  s t r u c k  him  a s  n o t e 

w o r th y . R a re ly  d o e s  he n e ed  o r  t a k e  a n y  d i r e c t i o n s  fro m  CBS 

News, a l th o u g h  B u r a n e l l i  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  f r e q u e n t l y  c h e c k s
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w ith  CBS on th e  te le p h o n e  to  g e t  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  s l a n t  on  

th e  s t o r y  and  l e a r n  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s . ^1

T h e re  a r e  s e v e r a l  t e c h n iq u e s  w h ich  Thomas u s e s  i n  h i s  

t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  new s. F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t o  rem in d  th e  l i s t e n e r  

t h a t  h e  i s  p a r t a k in g  o f  a  L o w ell Thomas n e w s c a s t ,  i te m s  a r e  

p e r s o n a l i z e d  r a t h e r  f r e q u e n t l y .  F o r  e x am p le , i n  h i s  p rog ram  

o f  November 2 9 , 1951 Thomas r e f e r r e d  to  G e n e ra l  D oug las 

M acA rthur*s s ta te m e n t  a b o u t  h a v in g  th e  K o rean  t r o o p s  home by 

C h r is tm a s .  Thomas s a i d :  " I  sh o o k  my h e a d , a n d  t o l d  my 

a s s o c i a t e s  I  was p o s i t i v e  t h a t  he  (M acA rthu r) n e v e r  s a i d  i t . "  

And he s a i d  i t  i n  a  m anner t h a t  m akes th e  l i s t e n e r  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  th e  l i s t e n e r ,  p e rh a p s ,  s a i d  i t .  L a t e r  i n  th e  same 

b r o a d c a s t ,  he  r e f e r r e d  t o  T i b e t .  He s a i d :  " I  w onder w h a t 's  

i n  t h a t  c a r a v a n — how many o f  th e  p r i c e l e s s  t h in g s  we saw 

j u s t  l a s t  y e a r . Thes e  a r e  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  h i g h ly  p e r s o n 

a l i z e d  copy  w h ich  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  Thom as. I n  th e  s c r i p t  he 

d e p a r t s  from  th e  a c t u a l  h a rd  news a b o u t  T ib e t —w h ich  i s  o n ly  

a n  i te m  a b o u t  th e  D a la i  Lama s e e k in g  r e f u g e  i n  I n d i a — and 

u s e s  t h i s  a s  a  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r tu r e  t o  r e m in is c e n c e  a b o u t  h i s  

t r i p ,  t h e  th in g s  s e e n  and  d o n e , and  h i s  i n t e r v ie w  w i th  th e  

D a la i  Lama.

I n  f a c t  t h a t  Thomas h a s  b e en  to  t h i s  p la c e  (an d  th e  

a v e ra g e  l i s t e n e r  seem s t o  know t h i s  o r  t o  p re s u p p o se  t h i s )
2 ^

V in c e n t B u r a n e l l i ,  i n  i n te r v ie w  w i th  th e  a u th o r ,
Ju n e  3 , 1964 i n  New Y ork .

^ L o w e l l  Thomas r a d i o  s c r i p t ,  Nov. 2 9 , 1950 .
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g iv e s  Em i n d i s p u t a b l e  a u t h o r i t y  and  a u t h e n t i c i t y  t o  h i s  

b r o a d c a s t s  w h ich  few  o th e r  newsman h a v e . He m akes h i s  

t r a v e l s  l i v e ;  he c a n  p u t  th e  l i s t e n e r  r i g h t  i n  t h e  p la c e  he 

i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  ® iis  i s  p a r t l y  a  r h e t o r i c a l  g i f t ,  p a r t l y  

a  way o f  s t y l i z i n g  th e  copy  so  t h a t  i t  r e a c h e s  and  in fo rm s  

th e  a v e ra g e  m an. "He i s  th e  b e s t  man a t  s p in n in g  a  yemn I  

e v e r  h e a r d ,  f o r  he  h a s  th e  k n a ck  o f  m aking h i s  own e x p e r ie n c e s  

p e r s o n a l  a f f a i r s . "^3

O th e r  S t y l i s t i c  D e v ic e s  

I n  so  fa ir a s  t h e r e  a r e  an y  d i r e c t i v e s  e r  a c t u a l  p o l i 

c i e s  c o n c e rn in g  w r i t i n g ,  th e  one c a r d i n a l  r u l e  f o r  th e  Thomas 

s t a f f  w h ich  Thomas h im s e l f ,  w i th  P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i ,  l a i d  

down t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago  i s  to  t r y  t o  a c h ie v e  l i s t e n a b i l i t y .

T h is  Thomas b e l i e v e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a p tu r e  th e  

r a d i o  l i s t e n e r * s  e a r .  As C harn e l y  h a s  s t a t e d

I n  th e  n e w sp a p e r, i t  i s  r e a d a b i l i t y  t h a t  th e  
e d i t o r s  s t r i v e  f o r ;  on t h e  a i r  i t  i s  l i s t e n 
a b i l i t y .  The Thcanas s c r i p t s  erne e x c e l l e n t  
ex am p les  o f  t h i s .  T hey  erne d e s ig n e d  f o r  th e  e a r .

S h o r t  s e n te n c e s ,  l a c k  o f  un fam ilifim  w ords and  
p h r a s e s ,  a  r i c h  v e in  o f  human i n t e r e s t ,  f u n  and 
c h u c k le s  from  tim e  to  t im e  ( ‘ com ic r e l i e f * )  
a l l  t h e s e  p ay  o f f  f o r  Thomas.

^ ^ L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t , O c t. 11 , 1950 , p . 1 2 .

M i tc h e l l  C h a rn le y , News by  R a d io  (New Y ork ; Mac
m i l l a n  C o ., 1 9 4 8 ), p .  8 5 .
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The choppy  s e n te n c e s

An exam ple  fro m  th e  November 2 7 , 1950  s c r i p t  w i l l

I l l u s t r a t e  w ha t P a u l W hite  h a s  c a l l e d  th e  "choppy  s e n te n c e

m a n n e r ism ."  The e x c e r p t  I l l u s t r a t e s ,  a s  w e l l ,  c o l o r f u l

la n g u a g e  and  a  d e s i r e  t o  econom ize  somehow b y  h i g h l i g h t i n g

o n ly  e s s e n t i a l s :

The lam e d u c k  s e s s io n  o f  C o n g re ss  b e g an  to d a y  I n  
W ash in g to n — 77 members I n  t h a t  c l a s s  l im p in g  
b i r d s .  C h ie f  among them , th e  Truman s e n a te  
l e a d e r s  . . . c a u g h t  I n  th e  R e p u b lic a n  t i d e  t h r e e  
w eeks a g o , now h o b b lin g  b a c k  t o  W ash in g to n  to d a y  
. . . lam e d u c k s .25

Thomas a lo n e  seem s t o  u se  t h i s  r a t h e r  t e l e g r a p h i c  

s t y l e  I n  h i s  t r e a tm e n t  o f  t h e  new s; and  when u sed  f o u r  o r  

f i v e  t im e s  I n  th e  body  o f  a  n e w sc a s t  I t  p e rh a p s  s e r v e s  I t s  

p u rp o s e :  t o  b r e a k  up  th e  r e g u l a r  rh y th m  o r  th e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  

p r o s e .  "Thomas I s  o f  th e  choppy  s e n te n c e — o r  no s e n te n c e  

a t  a l l  s c h o o l ,  l e a n in g  h e a v i ly  on  human I n t e r e s t ,  and  s k i p 

p in g  some o f  th e  r e q u i r e d  e le m e n ts  o f  a  good s e n te n c e .

Use o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e

T h e re  I s  a l s o  th e  p e n c h a n t f o r  t h e  ru n n in g  s e n s e  o f  

t h e  p r e s e n t  w h ich  I s  a c h ie v e d  by  u se  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i 

p l e  o r  g e ru n d iv e ;  I t  g iv e s  a n  a c t i v e  s e n s e  o f  Im m ediacy 

a l th o u g h  I t  may c h e a t  a  b i t  I n  a  s t r i c t  t im e  s e n s e .  H ere I s  

a n  ex am p le :

H ordes o f  R eds sw eep in g  down th e  c e n t r a l  m o u n ta in s , 
c o n f i s c a t i n g  s u p p l i e s ,  s t e a l i n g  and  p i l l a g i n g ,

25 L o w ell Thomas r a d i o  s c r i p t ,  November 2 7 , 1950 .

2 6 w h lte , OP. c i t . .  p .  1 45 .
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s e t t i n g  f i r e  t o  b u i l d i n g s ,  an d  f i n a l l y ,  l o o t i n g  
e v e r y th in g  i n  s i g h t  i n  t h e  K o rean  v i l l a g e . 27

Many J o u r n a l i s t s ,  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r s ,  and  home l i s t e n e r s  u p 

b r a i d  Thomas f o r  t h i s  o v e r - u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  

an d  he i s  c o n s c io u s  o f  i t ,  b u t  s t e a d f a s t l y  s t i c k s  t o  i t ;  i t  

i s  h i s  s t y l e ,  a n d  p a r t  o f  h i s  t r a d e -m a rk  on v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  

s c r i p t  a i r e d . 28

A n o th e r  s t y l i s t i c  d e v ic e  w h ich  he  som etim es u s e s  i s  

t h e  " t e a s e r "  o r  th e  f r a g m e n ta ry  h e a d l i n e . "  I t  i s  u se d  i n

t h e  o v e r - a l l  fo rm a t  o f  h i s  p ro g ram  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  o v e r  th e

t e l e g r a p h  k e y  s i g n a l  w h e re in  th e  a n n o u n c e r  s a y s  u n d e r  a  

r e c o r d e d  sound  e f f e c t ;  "OSie News i s  com ing t o n i g h t  from  

B u c h a r e s t ,  from  C h ic a g o , fro m  New D e lh i ,  an d  fro m  C a i r o ."

B ut Kicanas h im s e l f  g iv e s  a  b ig g e r  h i n t  i n  th e  o p e n in g  p a r a 

g ra p h s  o f  h i s  s c r i p t .  T h ese  ex am p les c o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  

s h o r t  h e a d l i n e s :  " R u s s ia  t o  s u p p o r t  E g y p tia n  dem ands f o r  th e  

w ith d ra w a l  o f  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  from  S u e z . T h a t  was th e  w ord 

i n  C a iro  t o d a y . "  O r, " P r e s id e n t  Kennedy i n  C h icag o  t o n ig h t  

m akes f e r v e n t  p l e a  f o r  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n . "  And 

f i n a l l y ,  " I n d i a  t r i e s  t o  m e d ia te  i n  K orean  w a r . P rim e 

M in i s t e r  N ehru  d e c l a r e s  he  w i l l  a r b i t r a t e  i f  b e l l i g e r e n t s

w i l l  come t o  New D e l h i . "
 « ------------------

L o w ell Thomas r a d i o  s c r i p t ,  Novem ber 2 9 , 1950 .

28iiO w ell ■Biomas, i h  i n t e r v ie w  w ith  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  4 ,
1964 i n  New Y o rk .
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Y et a n o th e r  u s e  Thomas h a s  f o r  t h i s  "choppy  s e n te n c e — 

no s e n te n c e "  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t o  sum m arize  th e  s t o r y  j u s t  t o l d  

b y  h im . I t  i s  a  r e p e t i t i v e  d e v ic e  f o r  ham m ering th e  p o in t  

hom e. A f t e r  r e l a t i n g  th e  e v e n ts  o r  i n c i d e n t s  c o n c e rn in g  a  

p a r a ly z in g  snow s to rm  i n  N ovem ber, h e  summed u p : "P a r and  

w id e , p e o p le  to d a y  c le a n in g  up  a f t e r  th e  b ig  w in , th e  b ig  

r a i n ,  t h e  b ig  sn o w ."  C o n sp icu o u s by  i t s  a b se n c e  i n  th e s e  

"no s e n te n c e "  ex am p le s  i s  some fo rm  o f  th e  v e rb  " to  b e . "  

B o th erso m e a s  i t  may be t o  g ram m arian s  who r e a d  t h i s  m a te r 

i a l ,  w hen i t  i s  h e a r d ,  d e l i v e r e d  by  OJiomas, i t  c a n  be 

e f f e c t i v e :

News fro m  S i c i l y ,  t e l l i n g  o f  w e ird  v o lc a n ic  
a c t i v i t y .  C r a te r s  o p e n in g  u p , s p u r t i n g  s t r e a m s  o f  
l a v a ;  c r a t e r s  d y in g  down, new o n es a p p e a r in g ,  new 
s t r e a m s  o f  g lo w in g  f i r e .  M t. E tn a  i n  e r u p t i o n  
a g a in I  T h i r ty - s e v e n  c r a t e r s  i n  a l l ,  b u r s t i n g  
f o r t h  n e a r  th e  sum m it o f  t h a t  fam ous v o l c a n o . ^9

Human I n t e r e s t  and  Humor 

E v id e n c e  o f  s t r e s s  on th e  human i n t e r e s t  s t o r y  c a n  be 

fo u n d  i n  a lm o s t  e v e r y  s c r i p t .  A f t e r  r e p o r t i n g  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  

g r im  w ar news a b o u t K orea i n  a  s e r i o u s  v e in  (N ov. 2 9 , 1 9 5 0 ) , 

Thomas d e m o n s tr a te s  h i s  a b i l i t y  to  ju d g e  human n a tu r e  by  

s a y in g  " i t ' s  t im e  t o  t u r n  t o  th e  b r i g h t e r  s i d e  o f  th e  n e w s ,"  

o r  " h e re  a r e  a  c o u p le  o f  i te m s  w hich  w o n 't  w eigh  u s  down so  

h e a v i l y . "  The f i r s t  o f  th e  tw o s t o r i e s  w h ich  he u s e s  t o

L o w e ll Thooaas r a d i o  s c r i p t ,  November 2 7 , 1950 .
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c lo s e  th e  n e w sc a s t  d e a l s  w i th  a  r e p o r t  a b o u t  a n  odd b i t  o f  

New Y ork h i s t o r y  t h a t  came o u t  o f  L ondon. To p a ra p h ra s e  th e  

a c t u a l  t e x t ,  a  c e r t a i n  B r i t i s h  nob lem an , i n  193Ô, h ad  b e en  

i n v i t e d  t o  New York t o  J o in  i n  a n  a n t i - n o i s e  cam p a ig n . He 

d id  t h a t  ty p e  o f  w ork  i n  E n g la n d . Mayor L aQ u ard ia  s p o n s o re d  

a  d r iv e  t o  make New Y ork a  q u i e t  c i t y ,  and  he i n v i t e d  th e  

E n g lish m a n . He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w ould  be p o l i c e  c a r s  

e q u ip p e d  w i th  s i r e n s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  h i s  a r r i v a l  t o  C i ty  H a l l . "  

So th e  a n t i - n o i s e  v i s i t  was made t o  th e  s h r i e k in g  so u n d s  o f  

e a r - s p l i t t i n g  s i r e n s .  Sounds l i k e  New Y o rk ."30

The above s t o r y  was fo l lo w e d  w i th  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  a  

C le v e la n d  man who h ad  th e  m is f o r tu n e  to  be name K ing Solom on. 

E veryw here  he w e n t, h e  was k id d e d  a b o u t i t  and  f i n a l l y  th e  

l a s t  s t r a w  came fro m  a  Judge who h a n d le d  h i s  c a s e  i n  c o u r t  

b a se d  on m i s t r e a t i n g  h i s  w i f e .  The Judge s a i d :  "The o r i g i n a l  

K ing Solom on had a  th o u sa n d  w iv e s , and  you  have  t r o u b le  w ith  

o n ly  o n e .

The hom espun q u a l i t y

I l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  th e  homey o r  hom espun q u a l i t y  w h ich

L o w ell Thomas a im s f o r  c a n  be  fo u n d  i n  su c h  a n  i te m  a s  t h i s :

London r e p o r t s  a  boom a t  B r i t a i n ' s  f i r s t  c l i n i c  
f o r  h e a d a c h e s , w h ich  ccmnes u n d e r  w ar new s, by  
th e  w ay. The l a b o r  g o v ern m en t w i th  a l l  t h a t

S ^L ow ell Thomas r a d i o  news s c r i p t ,  Nov. 2 9 , 1 9 5 0 .

S ^ Ib id .
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s o c i a l i z e d  m e d ic in e  h a s  a  c l i n i c  f o r  t h e  f a m i l i a r  
p a in  i n  th e  dome, and  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  few  d a y s  
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  r u s h  o f  p a t i e n t s . W e ll, t h a t  
K orean  s i t u a t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a  h e a d a c h e . 3 2

T h is  i s  u se  o f  th e  c o l l o q u i a l  and v e r n a c u l a r ,  h i s  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  "dome" an d  h i s  c o n c lu s io n ,  b e g in n in g  w i th  

" w e l l . "  N ot a l l  o f  h i s  " c l o s e r s "  o r  " f i l l e r s "  a t  t h e  end  a r e  

hum o ro u s. Some a r e  p a t h e t i c  s t o r i e s  o f  human i n t e r e s t  w h ich  

p l a y  a n  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y .  T h ere  i s  th e  s t o r y  c o n c e rn in g  a  

c h i l d ' s  lo v e  f o r  h e r  d o g . A l i t t l e  g i r l  and  h e r  dog w ere  

i n s e p a r a b l e  c o m p a n io n s . Then th e  dog r a n  aw ay . The c h i l d  

r e f u s e d  t o  e a t ;  and  h ad  t o  be f e d  i n t r a v e n o u s ly .  Thomas, i n  

h i s  f r i e n d l y  way ended  c o m p a s s io n a te ly  by  s a y in g ;  "The th in g  

t o  do i s  t o  f i n d  t h a t  d o g , t o  b r in g  b ack  th e  c h i l d ' s  h e a l t h . "

F o r  t h e  c lo s in g  s t o r y  Thomas may be q u i t e  s e r i o u s  and

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ;  o r  he  may t e l l  a  s im p le  t a l e  o f  human

p l i g h t  and  s u f f e r i n g  su c h  a s  t h i s  o n e :

A f r e i g h t  t r a i n  r o l l e d  a c r o s s  th e  Y u g o slav  f r o n t i e r  
to d a y .  T h a t h a r d l y  seem s a n  im p o r ta n t  news i te m , 
b u t  t o  th e  p e o p le  o f  Y u g o s la v ia ,  f a c e d  w i th  fam in e  
f o l lo w in g  a  d r o u g h t ,  i t  m eans a  l o t .  The t r a i n  
was lo a d e d  w i th  t h e  f i r s t  sh ip m e n t o f  f l o u r  frcan 
A m e ric a . I t s  d e s t i n a t i o n  a  v i l l a g e  i n  B o s n ia — 
a  v i l l a g e  b a d ly  h i t  by  th e  f a m i n e . 33

The ch an g e  o f  p ace  " c l o s e r "

From  tim e  t o  t im e , Thomas l i k e s  t o  c lo s e  t h e  n e w s c a s t  

w i th  g o s s ip  i te m s  a b o u t  c e l e b r i t i e s .  F o r e x am p le , he  i s  fo n d

3^Ibid.

33lowo11 Thomas, r a d i o  s c r i p t ,  D ec. 5 , 1950 .
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o f  t h e  Duke and D uchess o f  W in d so r. H ere was h i s  c lo s in g

i te m  f o r  November 2 9 ,1 9 5 0 :

I n  New Y ork to d a y  a n  e m p h a tic  d e n i a l  was made i n  
t h e  fo rm  o f  hugs and  k i s s e s  b e tw een  th e  p a i r .  I n  
t h a t  w ay, t h e  Duke and  D uchess o f  W indsor s a i d  
"n o "  t o  ru m o rs o f  a  r i f t  i n  th e  f a b u lo u s  ro m an ce .

I  rem em ber how, t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  a g o , a t  th e  t im e  o f  
t h e  r o y a l  a b d i c a t i o n ,  t h e  w onder w a s: How lo n g  
w i l l  i t  l a s t ?  W e ll, t h i s  u n io n  f o r  w h ich  so  much 
h a s  b e e n  s a c r i f i c e d  seem s t o  be  g o in g  s t r o n g
s t i l l . 34

I t  i s  s t o r i e s  l i k e  t h i s  w h ich  p e p p e r  th e  r e g u l a r  and  

m ore c o n v e n t io n a l  news i te m s  and w h ich  p r o v id e  a  "change  o f  

p a c e ."  Such s t o r i e s  a l s o  fo l lo w  Thomas* p r e c e p t  t h a t  " e v e ry 

th in g  i s  n e w s . "35 i t  i s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  Thomas* news 

p ro g ram s seem  t o  h av e  so m e th in g  o f  a  k a le id o s c o p ic  q u a l i t y ,  

and  t h a t  th e y  r e f l e c t  w ha t h e  te rm s  th e  "human c a v a lc a d e ."  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  a u th o r  l e a r n e d  i n  i n te r v ie w  w ith  Thomas t h a t  he 

c o n c e iv e s  h i s  a u d ie n c e  i n  th e  same b ro a d  sw eep a s  he  d o es 

h i s  r e a d in g  a u d ie n c e  f o r  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  R e ad e r* s  D i g e s t ; 

i t  i s  made u p , f o r  th e  m ain  p a r t ,  o f  "Mr. and  M rs. A verage  

C i t i z e n . "3^ As one l i s t e n e r  p u t  i t :  "L o w ell Thomas to  me, 

m eans a  good n ew sp ap er i n  th e  h o u s e . "3?

^ ^ L o w e ll Thom as, r a d i o  s c r i p t  o f  Nov. 2 9 , 1950 .

3 5 v in c e n t  B u r a n e l l i ,  i n te r v ie w  w i th  th e  a u th o r ,  June  
3 , 1964  i n  New Y ork .

3 ^ L o w ell Thom as, in te r v ie w  w i th  th e  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  3 , 
1964  i n  New Y ork .

3?W ecter, op . c i t . ,  p .  15 .
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Siamnary

C h a p te r  V, i n  a n a ly z in g  Thomas* news s t y l e ,  h a s  ta k e n  

i t s  p re m ise  from  a n  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  John  K id d e r  Rhodes t h a t  

"L o w ell Thom as' p r o f e s s i o n  i s  th e  p r o d u c t io n  and  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  i l l u s t r a t e d  r e c o r d s  o f  ro m a n tic  la n d s  and  e v e n t s . "  To a  

d e g re e ,  th e n ,  t h i s  j u s t i f i e s  h i s  u n iq u e ly  c o l o r f u l  w r i t t e n  

s t y l e .  Among c r i t e r i a  u se d  f o r  e x am in in g  Thomas* news s t y l e  

w e re :  l i s t e n a b i l i t y ,  e v o c a t iv e  Im ag es, odds and  en d s i n  th e  

news w h ich  " i n t e r e s t "  p e o p le  e v e n  i f  t h i s  m ig h t be  c l a s s i f i e d  

a s  " g o s s ip ,  " a  hom espun q u a l i t y  w h ich  m akes th e  l i s t e n e r  

f e e l  t h a t  Thomas i s  a  " r e g u l a r ,  a v e ra g e  f e l l o w , " s t r o n g  

r e l i a n c e  on  human i n t e r e s t ,  " c h a n g e -o f -p a c e  c l o s e r , " and  

o t h e r  d e v ic e s  su c h  a s  hum or, p a th o s ,  and e x te n s iv e  " p e r s o n a l 

i z i n g  . "

One fo l lo w e d  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  t y p i c a l  n e w sc a s t  

from  i t s  p la n n in g  s t a g e s  t o  i t s  6 :4 5  P.M. o n - t h e - a i r  b ro a d 

c a s t  and  saw t h a t  t h i s  f o l lo w s  a  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  s c h e d u le .

And one u se d  s u p p o r t in g  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t Thomas* r h e t o r i c  

fro m  F r e d e r i c k  D o w lin g 's  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on th e  s t y l e  o f  r a d io  

c o m m e n ta to rs , and  from  P a u l  W hite  who f e l t  t h a t  Thomas b e lo n g e d  

t o  th e  " c h o p p y -s e n te n c e  s c h o o l  o f  w r i t i n g ."  As a n  h i s t o r i c a l  

p o i n t  o f  d e p a r tu r e  a lm o s t  a l l  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  L i t e r a r y  D ig e s t  

s c r i p t  f o r  s e p t .  2 9 , 1930  was in c lu d e d  and  th e  c o n c lu s io n  

d raw n  t h a t  th e  " d ie  was c a s t . "  Much o f  th e  to n e ,  th e  f l a v o r ,  

and  th e  s t y l e  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  n e w sc a s ts  c a n  be t r a c e d  t o  t h a t  

i n i t i a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n .
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Thomas* g r a d u a l l y  e v o lv in g  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  news was 

i n d i c a t e d ,  and  i n  th e  f i n a l  segm en t o f  th e  c h a p te r  h i s  

p r e c e p t  t h a t  " e v e r y th in g  i s  new s" s e r v e s  t o  u n d e rs c o re  h i s  

c o n t in u in g  b e l i e f  t h a t  h e  s e r v e s  a  w ide a u d ie n c e  r a t h e r  th a n  

a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t o r  o f  t h a t  a u d ie n c e ,  and  t h a t  h i s  t a s k  i s  

t o  r e v e a l  th e  " p a g e a n tr y  o f  t h e  n e w s ."  As s e e n  fro m  h i s  

s c r i p t s  and  from  th e  s p e c i a l  s t y l e  w h ich  g o v e rn s  them ,

Thomas u s e s  v i v i d  la n g u a g e  and  a  d ra m a tic  to n e  o f  d e l i v e r y .  

As D ixon  W ee te r s t a t e d :  "He u s e s  s im p le  la n g u a g e , a  s t r e s s  

upon human i n t e r e s t ,  s p o t t e d  f r e q u e n t l y  w i th  hum or and  am us

in g  a n e c d o te s ,  d e l i v e r e d  i n  a  warm f r i e n d l y  v o ic e ,  c o m p le t

in g  a  k i n d ly  b u t  h o p e f u l  o u t lo o k  o v e r - a l l . "3^

^^Weo$er, op . c i t . .  p .  15.



CHAPTER VI

AN EXAMINATION OP SELECTED RADIO NEWS SCRIPTS

The Scope o f  t h e  C om m entator

I n  t h i s  c h a p te r  we s h a l l  be  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  L o w e ll 

Thomas* s c r i p t s  from  th e  p o in t  o f  c o n te n t  a n a l y s i s .  C e r t a in  

o f  h i s  r a d i o  s c r i p t s  i n  th e  1 9 3 0 's ,  th e  1 9 4 0 * s, and  t h e  

1 9 5 0 *s w i l l  be exam ined  a g a i n s t  th e  s e m i - o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  o f  

th e  New Y ork  Tim es f o r  th e  i d e n t i c a l  d a y s ,  and  we s h a l l  se e  

w ha t i te m s  te n d  t o  be g iv e n  p r i o r i t y  b y  Thom as, and  t o  l e a r n  

m ore a b o u t  h i s  s o u r c e s .  Im m e d ia te ly , h o w ev er, th e  g ro w in g  

r o l e  o f  th e  r a d i o  com m en ta to r and  th e  p a r t  L o w e ll Thomas 

p la y e d  i n  i t s  e v o lu t i o n  w a r r a n ts  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

A c c o rd in g  t o  Q u in cy  Howe, news p ro g ram s f a l l  i n t o

t h r e e  m ain  c a t e g o r i e s ;

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  th e  s t r a i g h t  news b r o a d c a s t s ,  r e a d  
by  a n  a n n o u n c e r  o r  n e w s c a s te r  and  p r e p a r e d  b y  one 
o f  th e  p r e s s  a s s o c i a t i o n s .

S eco n d , t h e r e  a r e  th e  news a n a l y s t s  o r  co m m en ta to rs  
a s  th e y  a r e  now c a l l e d ,  some o f  whom s p e c i a l i z e  i n  
f o r e c a s t s ,  a n a l y s i s ,  and  news b e h in d  th e  new s, b u t  
m o st o f  whom do l i t t l e  more th a n  sum m arize  th e  news 
b u l l e t i n s ,  th ro w in g  i n  an  o c c a s io n a l  e d i t o r i a l  com
m en t. A lth o u g h  th e  r a d i o  co m m en ta to r c o r r e s p o n d s  
t o  th e  n ew sp ap er c o lu m n is t ,  h e  k e e p s  h i s  own o p in 
io n s  much m ore i n  th e  b a c k g ro u n d . What he  
e x p l o i t s  i s  n o t  a  p o i n t  o f  v iew  b u t  a  v o ic e ,  a  
m anner, a  d i s t i n c t i v e  way o f  s p e a k in g .  F i n a l l y ,

101
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t o  p ro v id e  a  c l a s h  o f  o p in io n ,  t h e r e  i s  th e  
fo ru m , d e b a te  o r  r o u n d - t a b l e  ty p e  o f  p ro g ram  
w h ich  h a s  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o p u la r  and  w h ich  
s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  o p i n i o n . !

Howe c i t e s  some o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw ee n  th e  

n a t i o n 's  m ost p o p u la r  f i g u r e s :  H. V, K a l te n b o rn  and  L o w e ll 

Thom as. He f e e l s  t h a t  w h i le  Thomas m i n i s t e r s  t o  t h e  A m erican  

p e o p le 's  lo v e  o f  s e n s a t io n ,  K a lte n b o rn  m i n i s t e r s  t o  t h e i r  

m o ra l s e n s e .  W hat he  f u r t h e r  e x p r e s s e s  som ewhat d ip lo m a t

i c a l l y  a c c o u n ts  f o r  Thom as' m ild  and  n o n - c o n t r o v e r s i a l  co n 

t e n t ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  w h a t Thomas d e l i v e r s  on  th e  

a i r ,  Howe f e e l s ,  i s  " c h e e r f u l l y  n o n - i n t e l l e c t u a l . " He s t a t e s  

t h a t  th e  "am ount o f  w ork  h e  d o es  an d  th e  w ide  a u d ie n c e  t o  

w h ich  h e  m u st a p p e a l  h av e  p re v e n te d  him  fro m  e x p r e s s in g  a n y  

o p in io n  w i th  w h ich  th e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  A m erican  p e o p le  

a r e  n o t  a l r e a d y  i n  a g re e m e n t. In d e e d , e v e r  s in c e  h i s  e a r l y  

d a y s , h e  h a s  s t e e r e d  away fro m  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s u b j e c t s  and  

h a s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  em p h a size  dram a and  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  th e
ti2new s.

Thcanas h a s  n e v e r  p u r p o r te d  t o  c a r r y  th e  w e ig h t  o f  th e  

w o rld  on h i s  s h o u ld e r s ;  he  h a s  s ta y e d  away fro m  o p in io n  and  

e d i t o r i a l i z i n g  and  h a s  d e c id e d  t o  w ork  i n  th e  b ro a d  m id d le  

g ro u n d  t h a t  i s  l a b e le d  c o n s e r v a t iv e .  P a u l  W h ite , i n  a  

c h a p te r  o f  h i s  book  b e a r in g  th e  h e a d in g , "No One Knows T h a t

^Q uincy  Howe, The News an d  How t o  U n d e rs ta n d  I t  (New 
Y ork: Sim on and  S c h u s te r ,  1 9 4 0 ), p .  1 7 1 . ~

^Ibid., p. 172.
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Much/' examines the scope of commentators. He raises the
question of how much solid grounding they really have In
world events, how much expertise Is required, and what
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  th e y  h av e  t o  th e  n e tw o rk . To p e rm it  c e r t a i n

analysts to preach their own views, he states, would create
a super-edltorlal page and would be an abuse of freedom of
the air. Paul White quotes a memorandum written by Edward
Klauber two years before Pearl Harbor, which was widely
praised In the Industry. This Is part of the 1939 memorandum
to the CBS staff on war coverage;

Columbia's announced policy of having no editorial 
views of Its own, and not seeking to maintain or 
advance views of others will be rigidly continued.
In being fair and factual, those who present the 
news for Columbia must not only refrain from per
sonal opinions, but must refrain from microphone 
manner designed to cast doubt, suspicion, sar
casm, ridicule or anything of that sort on the 
matter they are presenting.
What news analysts are entitled to do and should 
do Is to elucidate and Illuminate the news out of 
common knowledge, or special knowledge possessed 
by them or made available to them by this organ
ization through Its news sources. They should 
point out the facts on both sides, show contra
dictions with the known record, and so on. They 
should bear In mind that In a democracy It Is 
Important that people not only should know but 
should understand, and It Is the analyst's func
tion to help, the listener to understand, to 
weight, and to judge, but not to do the judging 
for him.3

3cB8 News Dept. Memorandum by Edward Klauber quoted 
In White, op. cit., p. 199»
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I t  i s  im p o s s ib le ,  w i t h in  an y  r e a s o n a b le  l i m i t s ,  to  

d e f i n e  c o m p le te ly  t h i s  l a s t - m e n t io n e d  a s p e c t  o f  news a n a ly 

s i s .  F a i r n e s s  and  te m p e r a te n e s s  a r e  o f  i t s  e s s e n c e .  Thomas 

o b s e rv e s  th e s e  two q u a l i t i e s  i n  h i s  c o v e ra g e , b u t  h i s  m ig h t 

be  c a l l e d  th e  k a le id o s c o p ic  m ethod , f o r  he c o v e rs  a  w ide 

ra n g e  o f  t o p i c s  i n  a n y  g iv e n  n e w s c a s t .

C om parison  w i th  t h e  New York Tim es

F o r  th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  i t  was f e l t

t h a t  t h e  c o m p le te  f i l e s  o f  L o w e ll Thomas c o n s t i t u t e d  th e

s i n g l e  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t  t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r .  P h o to s ta te d  c o p ie s

o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s c r i p t s  f o r  th e  fo l lo w in g  d a y s  w ere  m ade:

S ep tem b er 2 9 , 1930— th e  i n i t i a l  b r o a d c a s t .
S ep tem b er 3 0 , 1930
O c to b e r  1 , 1930
O c to b e r  2 ,  I 930
O c to b e r  3 , 1930
O c to b e r  9 , 1930
O c to b e r  10 , 1930
O c to b e r  1 1 , 1930
M arch 2 , 1939
March 15 , 1939
M arch 2 9 , 1939

March 21 , 1945
May 2 4 , 1945
Ju n e  11 , 1945
Ju n e  12 , 1945
Ju n e  14 , 1945
Ju n e  15 , 1945
Ju n e  2 0 , 1945
Ju n e  2 1 , 1945
Ju n e  2 5 , 1945
Ju n e  2 6 , 1945

A u g u st 2 7 , 1951
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F e b ru a ry  2 6 , 1962 
O c to b e r  1 0 , 1963 
November 2 7 , I 963

The a u th o r  d e v o te d  a  t o t a l  o f  two w eeks t o  t h e  s c r i p t s  

i n  Thomas* o f f i c e s  i n  New Y o rk . He r e a d  th ro u g h  m ost o f  

them  fro m  th e  1 9 3 0 *s up t o  th e  1 9 6 0 * s; b u t  s e l e c t e d  th e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  v iew  a s  sa m p le s  o f  t h e  b e s t  and  th e  w o r s t  o f  

L o w e ll Thomas on  th e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  news c o n t e n t .  E ach  o f  

t h e s e  w as c h e c k e d  a g a i n s t  th e  e q u iv a le n t  d a y 's  news a s  r e 

p o r te d  i n  t h e  New Y ork T im e s . I t  s h o u ld  be  n o te d ,  h o w ev er, 

t h a t  t h e  a v e ra g e  l e n g th  o f  th e  T im es was b e tw ee n  50  an d  60  

p a g e s  d a i l y ;  and  t h a t  th e s e  i te m s  o f  p r i n c i p a l  c o n c e rn  w ere  

fo u n d  o n ly  on th e  f i r s t  t e n  p a g e s ;  th e y  w ere  n o t  c h ec k ed  

beyond p ag e  1 0 .

I n  th e  r a d i o  s c r i p t  o f  S ep tem b er 3 0 , 1930 , th e  f i r s t

news i te m  r e p o r t e d  b y  Thomas was th e  n o m in a t io n  o f  F r a n k l in

D. R o o s e v e l t  f o r  g o v e rn o r  o f  New Y ork f o r  a  se co n d  te rm .

H is  a c c o u n t  to o k  one and  a  h a l f  p a g e s . T h is  was a l s o  th e

num ber one s t o r y  i n  th e  T im es. H ow ever, Thom as, i n  h i s

se c o n d  i te m  d e lv e s  i n t o  t h e  p a s s io n  p la y  a t  O beram m ergau,

G erm any. T h is  i s  n o t  m e n tio n e d  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  T im es. Thom as,

t h e r e f o r e ,  s k ip s  o v e r  a  d o z e n  o r  m ore im p o r ta n t  s t o r i e s  i n

o r d e r  t o  b r in g  t h i s  k in d  o f  " c o l o r " :

The w o rld -fa m o u s  p a s s io n  p l a y  a t  Oberam m ergau 
Geim any i s  o v e r  f o r  a n o th e r  t e n  y e a r s .  T h is  
s t o r y  i s  th e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  l i f e  o f  C h r i s t  
f ro m  B e th leh em  t o  C a lv a ry .  3 8 3 ,0 0 0  p e rs o n s  from  
a l l  o v e r  th e  w o rld  saw th e  g r e a t  s p e c t a c l e .  The
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r e c e i p t s  e x c e e d e d  one m i l l i o n ,  two h u n d red  
th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s .  A s i x t h  o f  t h a t  came o u t  o f  
p o c k e ts  o f  f i f t y  th o u s a n d  A m ericans t h e r e .

Among t h e  s p e c t a t o r s  was o u r  own H enry  F o rd  and  
h i s  w i f e .  So d e l i g h t e d  was th e  a u to m o b ile  k in g  
t h a t  h e  gave  a  f l l w e r  t o  A nton  Lang ( lo n g  fam ous 
I n  t h a t  r o l e  o f  C h r i s t ) . And now I n  th e  s o f t  
m o o n lig h t ,  t o  th e  t i n k l e  o f  m o n a s te ry  b e l l s ,  
h ig h  up  I n  th e  sn o w clad  B a v a r ia n  a l p s ,  th e  
T h e s p ia n  C h r i s t  and  P o n t iu s  P i l a t e ,  th e  Oberam
m ergau  ju d a s  and  Mary M agdalene c lim b  I n to  t h e i r  
F o rd  a t  n i g h t  and  chug hom e.

I  u se d  t o  know A nton  Lang and h i s  p i c tu r e s q u e  
f e l l o w  tow nsm en. Back I n  1918 , when th e  W orld 
War e n d e d , I  c ra w le d  th ro u g h  t h e  l i n e s  t o  s e e  w h a t 
had  beengD lng  on  I n  C e n t r a l  E d ro p e . And on  
C h r is tm a s  Day I  w en t t o  Oberam m ergau and  b ro u g h t  
th e  f i r s t  news fro m  t h e  o u t s id e  w o rld  t o  th e  
P a s s io n  P l a y e r s .^

In  v iew  o f  th e  h e a v y  news o f  a  t y p i c a l  d e p r e s s io n  d a y . I t  

seem s t h a t  t h i s  "odd" I te m  a b o u t  Oberam m ergau c a u g h t  Thomas* 

a t t e n t i o n  and  a f f o r d e d  him  a  ch an ce  to  " p e r s o n a l i z e "  I t  

f u r t h e r  b y  r e l a t i n g  how he  " c ra w le d  th ro u g h  th e  German l i n e s "  

t o  r e p o r t  th e  news to  t h e  B a v a r ia n s .  A llo w in g  f o r  some d i s 

t o r t i o n  I n  th e  a c c o u n t .  I t  n o n e th e le s s  t y p i f i e s  th e  L o w ell 

Thomas p o s tu r e  o r  s t a n c e ;  I t  r e p l a c e s  h a rd  news w i th  c o lo r ,  

and  I t  s y m b o liz e s  w h a t Uiomas w i l l  do w i th  c o n te n t  I f  I t  

s t r i k e s  h i s  f a n c y .

A c l a s s i c  " c o l o r "  s t o r y

I n  t h i s  same S ep tem b er 3 0 ,1 9 3 0 , n e w sc a s t  t h e r e  I s  one 

f u r t h e r  " f e a t u r e " I te m  som ew hat s i m i l a r  t o  th e  Oberam m ergau 

I te m ; and  t h i s  m ig h t be  c a l l e d  a  " c l a s s i c "  L o w ell Thomas

4
Lowell Biomas radio news s c r ip t ,  Sept. 30, 1930.
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s t o r y .  I t  c o n c e rn s  a n  o r i e n t a l  m onarch  and  h i s  J e w e ls ,  and  

Thomas c a n  su c c e e d  i n  p e r s o n a l i z in g  i t ,  f o r  h e  was a  g u e s t  

o f  A m anullah  Khan i n  " fo rb id d e n "  A f g h a n is ta n .  A c c o rd in g  to  

p r e s e n t  w o rld  a t l a s e s ,  A fg h a n is ta n  i s  n o t  " fo r b id d e n " ;  i t  i s  

m e re ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a v e r s e  and h o ld s  l i t t l e  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  

th e  t r a v e l e r .  The r e s e a r c h e r  q u e r ie d  "Diomas a b o u t h i s  u se  

o f  th e  w ord " fo rb id d e n "  and  Thomas p a r r i e d  w i th  th e  te rm  

" f o r b id d in g "  s a y in g  t h a t  i t  m ig h t h ave  b e en  a  m is ta k e ;  b u t  

i t  made A fg h a n is ta n  sound  m ore i n t r i g u i n g .  The news s t y l e  

i s  i n  t h a t  h i g h ly  p a l a t a b l e ,  r e l a t i v e l y  p l a i n  and  s im p le  

s t y l e  w h ich  th e  R e ad e r* s  D ig e s t  i t s e l f  u s e d .  I t  i s  e m in e n t ly  

r e a d a b le  and  e f f o r t l e s s  to  d i g e s t .  I t  i s  r e p ro d u c e d  h e r e 

w i th  a s  a n  exam ple o f  th e  e a r l y  Thomas s t y l e  and  a s  a  c l a s s i c  

f o r e r u n n e r  o f  much o f  h i s  l a t e r  C ineram a and  H igh A d v e n tu re  

n a r r a t i v e s . A c c o rd in g  t o  Thomas, b o th  P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  and  

he  w orked on t h i s  s t o r y .  I t  was B u r a n e l l i  who c a l l e d  i t  t o  

h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  s u g g e s te d  he u se  i t ,  and  t h a t  he  " p e r s o n a l 

i z e "  i t .

N ote th e  o c c a s io n a l  u se  o f  " w e ll"  t o  make f a m i l i a r  

th e  n a r r a t i o n ,  and  th e  e x c la m a tio n  "Y es, b o y l"  on p ag e  to'<̂ 

w h ich  m ig h t be th o u g h t  t o  be  a  t r i f l e  b o y is h .  The w hole 

s t o r y ,  w h ich  t h i s  a u th o r  b e l i e v e s  i s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  

lo n g , i s  u se d  i n s t e a d  o f  m ore s u b s t a n t i a l  s t o r i e s ;  t h e r e  i s  

no c r i t i c i s m  o r  c o m p la ir t  a b o u t i t s  t r u t h ;  b u t  t h e r e  i s  q u e s 

t i o n  o f  i t s  r e le v a n c e  on a  d a y  when th e  T im es h i g h l i g h t e d  a
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r e b e l l i o n  i n  H avana, a  sp e e c h  i n  B e r l i n  by  H in d e n b u rg , p la n s  

f o r  new German f i s c a l  r e fo rm , and  J a p a n 's  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  

London (N a v a l)  P a c t .  The s t o r y  i s  r e p ro d u c e d  a s  f o l lo w s :

P e r s i a ,  to d a y  f l a s h e d  a  w i r e l e s s  a c r o s s  th e  
w o rld  s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  A fg h an s a r e  dem anding t h a t  
t h e i r  fo rm e r  k in g ,  A m anullah  Khan, d iv y  up  th e  
A fghan  crow n je w e ls  an d  se n d  them  b a c k  t o  K a b u l, 
so  N a d ir  Khan, t h e  new k in g ,  c a n  u s e  th em . You 
d o u b t l e s s  w i l l  r e c a l l  t h e  A m n u l la h  Khan was d e 
p o se d  fro m  h i s  C e n t r a l  A s ia n  th ro n e  l a s t  y e a r .
I  knew him  an d  was h i s  g u e s t  b e fo r e  he was o u s te d .  
A f g h a n is ta n  i s  one o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  f o r b id d e n  
c o u n t r i e s  o f  th e  w o r ld .

W h ile  A m anullah  Khan was s t i l l  k in g  o u t  t h e r e ,  
and  when he was s t i l l  w e a r in g  th e s e  s t a t e  je w e ls  
t h a t  th e  A fghans a r e  now dem and ing , I  t r i e d  to  
g e t  i n t o  A f g h a n is ta n .  B u t th e y  w an ted  no t r a v e l 
e r s  t h e r e .  H ow ever, a f t e r  t r y i n g  f o r  tw o y e a r s ,  
A m anu llah  r e l e n t e d ,  s e n t  a  cam el c o u r i e r  down 
fro m  th e  m o u n ta in s  o f  C e n t r a l  A s ia ,  and  i n v i t e d  
me t o  h i s  c o u r t .  I  jo u rn e y e d  th ro u g h  th e  K hyber 
P a s s ,  th e  m o s t s t r o n g l y  f o r t i f i e d  m o u n ta in  g o rg e  
i n  t h e  w o r ld , and  th e n  p lu n g e d  i n t o  th e  A fghan  
d e s e r t .  When we g o t  t o  K ab u l— o r  K aboo l a s  we 
u se d  t o  c a l l  i t  i n  s c h o o l— K ing A m anullah  p la c e d  
one o f  h i s  p a la c e s  a t  o u r  d i s p o s a l .

A f g h a n is ta n  i s  th e  m o st o r th o d o x  Mohammedan 
c o u n tr y  i n  t h e  w o r ld .  An A fghan  w i l l  o f t e n  go 
w i ld  w i th  r e l i g i o u s  f r e n z y ,  and  when t h a t  h ap p en s 
t o  h im  he  i s  c a l l e d  a  g h a z i — a  c o n q u e ro r— and  he  
s t a r t s  o u t  w i th  a  k n i f e  i n  h i s  h a n d , h i s  m ind 
made up  n o t  t o  s t o p  u n t i l  he k i l l s  an  u n b e l i e v e r ,  
p r e f e r a b l y  a  dog o f  a  C h r i s t i a n .  So w henever we 
w a n ted  t o  p ro w l a ro u n d  th e  ro m a n tic  b u t  r a t h e r  
d a r k  and  s i n i s t e r  b a z a a r s  o f  K ab u l, K ing A m anu llah  
w ould  i n s i s t  on s e n d in g  h i s  p e r s o n a l  b o d y g u ard  
a lo n g —rsruch t o  o u r  s a t i s f a c t i o n !

W e ll, when A m anu llah  f l e d  fro m  A fg h a n is ta n  
w i th  th e  je w e ls  t h a t  h i s  p e o p le  now i n s i s t  upon 
h a v in g  r e t u r n e d ,  h e  g o t  away j u s t  i n  t im e . The 
A fghans a r e  now c a l l i n g  A m anullah  h a rd  names f o r  
t a k i n g  th e  S t a t e  d iam onds an d  r u b i e s  and  
e m e ra ld s .  B u t when I  was w i th  him  th e y  c a l l e d  
him  "The L ig h t  o f  th e  W o rld ."  They k e p t  r i g h t  
on  c a l l i n g  h im  t h a t  u n t i l  h e  made th e  m is ta k e  o f  
l e a v in g  h i s  c o u n tr y  f o r  a  t r i p  t o  Pair i s .  I n  f a c t
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A m anu llah  vras th e  f i r s t  A fghan  m onarch  e v e r  t o  
v i s i t  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r ld .  B ut A m anu llah  and  h i s  
Q ueen w a n ted  t o  s e e  P a r i s  an d  th e  w onders o f  
E u ro p e . And w hen t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n  E u ro p e  th e  King 
to o k  o f f  h i s  b u lg in g  t u r b a n ,  h i s  l o o p - th e - lo o p  
s h o e s  an d  h i s  baggy  p a n ta lo o n s ,  and  he b o u g h t him 
s e l f  a  s i l k  to p p e r ,  a  t a i l  c o a t ,  s t r i p e d  t r o u s e r s ,  
s p a t s  an d  a  c a n e .  You s h o u ld  h a v e  s e e n  A m anullah  
i n  P a r i s  I B u t t h a t  w a s n 't  t h e  h a l f  o f  i t .  D ie  Queen 
to o k  o f f  h e r  v e i l ,  a n d  a p p e a re d  i n  k n e e - l e n g th  
P a r i s i a n  f r o c k s . She was e a s y  t o  lo o k  a t ,  t o o .
B u t A m anu llah*s en em ies  g o t  h o ld  o f  p i c t u r e s  o f  
them  d r e s s e d  l i k e  t h a t .  The p i c t u r e s  w ere  ru s h e d  
b a c k  t o  C e n t r a l  A s ia .  T housands o f  c o p ie s  w ere  
s p r e a d  a b o u t  th e  c o u n t r y ,  and  when A m anu llah  g o t  
home w i th  h i s  to p  h a t  and  a l l  o f  h i s  c o m ic a l  new 
w e s te r n  i d e a s ,  t h e  w a r l ik e  A fghans sh o o k  t h e i r  
h e a d s ,  s t r o k e d  t h e i r  b e a rd s  and  g o t  b u s y .  They 
q u i c k l y  p u sh e d  him  o f f  th e  t h r o n e . B u t he was 
l u c k i e r  th a n  m o st A fghan  k in g s ,  f o r  he  e s c a p e d  
w i th o u t  h a v in g  h i s  t h r o a t  s l i t .  P o o r f e l lo w ,  he 
g o t  aw ay w i th  o n ly  a b o u t  f i f t y  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  
and  now h e  l i v e s  i n  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  E u ro p e , on  th e  
I t a l i a n  R i v i e r a .

I t ' s  a  lo n g  way f ro m  I t a l y  t o  A f g h a n is ta n ,  so  
maybe A m anu llah  w i l l  la u g h  a t  h i s  fo rm e r  s u b j e c t s  
an d  r e f u s e  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  crow n j e w e l s .  Knowing 
t h e  A fg h an s a s  I  d o , i f  I  w ere  A m anu llah  Khan I  
t h i n k  I ' d  g iv e  them  u p . Y es, b o y l B e ca u se  i f  he 
d o e s n ' t — w e l l ,  some A fg h an  k n ife m a n  may come h a l f  
way ro u n d  th e  w o rld  t o  g e t  th em l And he  may do  i t  
s t e a l t h i l y .  And I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  a  l o t  o f  u n h e a l th y  
t h in g s  t h a t  m ig h t h a p p en  to  A m an u llah , on  a  d a rk  
n i g h t .

Thomas c o n c lu d e s  h i s  f i f t e e n  m in u te  r e p o r t  t h a t  d a y

b y  i n v i t i n g  th e  l i s t e n e r  t o  s p e c u l a te  on w h a t may be th e

m o st i n t e r e s t i n g  news i te m  tom orrow , fro m  th e  human i n t e r e s t

p o i n t  o f  v ie w . T h is  g iv e s  a  b a s ic  c lu e  a s  t o  w h a t Thomas

i n c l u d e s ,  e x c lu d e s  and  f i n a l l y  h i g h l i g h t s  ( a s  i n  th e  s t o r y

fro m  A f g h a n i s t a n ) . B u t a s  he  p u t  i t  j u s t  b e fo r e  c lo s in g :

I  w onder how you  l i k e  t h i s  i d e a  o f  p ic k in g  a  news 
i te m  o f  t h e  d a y .  F o r  me th e r e  i s  a  r e a l  t h r i l l  
i n  i t — f i n d i n g  th e  s t o r y  t h a t  somehow h i t s  me
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h a r d e s t —g u e s s in g  w ha t i t  w i l l  be  to m o rro w . 6 f  
c o u r s e ,  w h a t i s  th e  m o st i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  one may 
n o t  be  th e  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  to  a n o th e r .  Some 
p r e f e r  com edy, o t h e r s  p a th o s ,  a d v e n tu r e ,  s c i e n c e ,  
rom em ce, im p o r ta n t  e v e n t s .  W h a t 's  y o u r  c h o ic e ?

I t  i s  a lw ay s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  g e t  th e  o t h e r  f e l l o w 's  
s l a n t .  And t h a t  g iv e s  me a n  i d e a .  Tomorrow, I 'm  
g o in g  to  a s k  som eone e l s e  t o  do th e  p i c k in g .  L e t 's  
s e e .  J u s t  b e f o r e  I  go  on th e  a i r .  I ' l l  p u t  my 
s h e a f  o f  news b e f o r e  th e  e d i t o r s  o f  th e  L i t e r a r y  
D ig e s t  and  a s k  them  t o  p ic k  o u t  t h e  news i te m  o r  
th e  d a y . I  w onder w h a t t h e y  w i l l  s e l e c t ?  And l e t  
u s  s e e  i f  w e ' l l  a l l q g r e e  w i th  th em . Good n i g h t . 5

I n  t r y i n g  t o  t r a c e  a  p a t t e r n  o r  t o  f i n d  e v id e n c e  o f  a  

d e s ig n  f o r  th e  n e w s c a s t  w h ich  "Biomas w ould p r a c t i c e  and  

fo l lo w  t o  some e x t e n t  i n  h i s  b r o a d c a s t in g  c a r e e r ,  th e  

s t y l i s t i c  d e v ic e s  an d  th e  c o n te n t - t r e a t m e n t  g r a d u a l ly  

em erge m ore c l e a r l y  and th e y  seem  t o  re m a in  q u i t e  th e  sam e. 

F o r  ex am p le , Thomas t e l l s  th e  l i s t e n e r  w ha t i t  i s  h e 's  

lo o k in g  f o r  i n  th e  news i te m  o f  th e  d a y ; i t  i s  t h e  memor

a b l e ,  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  " th o u g h t  f o r  th e  d ay "  p r a c t i c e d  by  many 

r e g i o n a l  and  l o c a l  n e w s c a s te r s .  As % om as p u t  i t  i n  h i s  

se co n d  news show f o r  th e  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t :

You know. I 'm  s e l e c t i n g  e a c h  d a y  th e  b i t  o f  news 
t h a t  h i t s  me th e  h a r d e s t ,  n o t  t h e  m ost im p o r ta n t , 
n e c e s s a r i l y ,  o r  th e  m ost s p e c ta c u ly » ,  b u t  th e  m ost 
i n t e r e s t i n g — t h e  news i te m  o f  th e  day .®

H is  d e c la r e d  c r i t e r i o n ,  th e n ,  i s  th e  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g ,  

t h e  m ost a t t e n t i o n - g e t t i n g ,  p o s s ib l y  t h e  m ost b i z a r r e  o r  

f a n c i f u l .  And t h i s  m ig h t w e l l  be  p r e f e r r e d  i n  l i e u  o f  a

"  ^ L o w e ll Thomas r a d i o  news s c r i p t ,  S e p t .  3 0 , 1930 .

^Ibid.
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s t r i c t  news i te m , f o r  t h e  tim e  and  s p a c e  g iv e n  t o  th e  

A fg h a n is ta n  i te m  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s .  H ow ever, i n  t h e  O c to b e r  

1 , 1930  n e w s c a s t,  h e  d id  s a y  when th e  t im e  came f o r  "News 

I te m  o f  th e  D ay" t h a t  he  a sk e d  th e  e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  L i t e r a r y  

D ig e s t  t o  p ic k  th e  i te m  f o r  h im . He r e l a t e s  i t  t h i s  way i n  

th e  r a d io  s c r i p t :  "And w hat do  you  t h i n k  th o s e  s e r i o u s  

g e n tle m e n  s e l e c t e d ?  They s a i d :  *1%y, d o n ' t  you  know th e  

W orld S e r i e s  i s  on? Take t h a t  home ru n  Simmons h i t . * The 

i n c i d e n t  t h a t  L o w ell Thomas s e l e c t e d  r e l a t e d  t o  a  b a l l  

p l a y e r  i n  P h i l a d e l p h ia .

F o r  O c to b e r  2 , 1930 , L ow ell Thomas w rapped  up two

" b i r th d a y s "  i n  one a c c o u n t ,  w h ich  th e  T im es m e n tio n e d  on

p a g es  2 and  3 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  P r e s id e n t  von  H in d en b u rg  o f

Germany, on page  2 ;  Mahatma G h a n d i 's  s i x t y - f i r s t  b i r t h d a y

c e l e b r a te d  i n  p r i s o n  on  page  3» Thomas opened  w i th  th e

i te m  and  su c c e e d e d  i n  p e r s o n a l i z i n g  them  i n  t h i s  f a s h io n :

Von H in d e n b u rg , a t  e i g h t y - t h r e e ,  i s  one o f  th e  
m ost am azing  f i g u r e s  o f  m odern t im e s — i n  a  s e n s e ,  
th e  W ash in g to n  o f  t h e  German R e p u b l ic .  I  t a l k e d  
w i th  h im  i n  1918  when th e  German R e v o lu t io n  was 
i n  f u l l  sw ing  and  i t  lo o k e d  a s  th o u g h  h i s  l i f e  
had  b e en  a  f a i l u r e . °

And when he th e n  made a  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  G h an d i, who was s i x t y -

o n e , Thomas s a i d :

He can  e n jo y  h im s e l f  e v en  i n  p r i s o n .  T h a t 's  
w here p h i lo s o p h e r s  have  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o v e r  th e

^ L o w e ll Thomas r a d i o  news s c r i p t ,  O c t. 1 , 1930 . 

^ L o w ell Thomas r a d i o  news s c r i p t ,  O c to b e r  2 , 1 9 3 0 .
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r e s t  o f  u s .  I  m et G hand i i n  Bombay when he 
f i r s t  s t a r t e d  h i s  fam ous n o n - c o o p e r a t io n  move
m e n t .9

The i te m , how ever, s e l e c t e d  f o r  s c r u t i n y  i n  t h i s

d a y 's  n e w sc a s t i s  n o ta b le  o n ly  i n  t h a t  i t  c o n t r a s t s  w i th

th e  T im es '  a c c o u n t .  The s t o r y  was t o l d  on  page one i n  two

colum ns u n d e r  th e  h e a d l in e :  " I r i s h  A sk Freedom  As E m pire

P a r le y  O pens"  and  i t  c o n t in u e d  on t o  page s i x  f o r  a n o th e r

h u n d re d  w o rd s . By c o m p a riso n , Thomas who made i t  th e  seco n d

i te m  o f  im p o r ta n c e  i n  h i s  n e w s c a s t  e i t h e r  f a i l e d  t o  g r a s p

th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  i t  a t  a l l  o r  g lo s s e d  o v e r  i t  i n  su c h

l i g h t - h e a r t e d  m anner t h a t  i t  h a r d ly  seem ed im p o r ta n t  when

h e  f i n i s h e d .  He s a i d :

The B r i t i s h  I m p e r ia l  C o n g ress  o v e r  i n  London g o t  
down to  w ork to d a y .  J u s t  w a i t  a  m in u te — I 'm  n o t  
g o in g  to  sm o th e r  you  w i th  any  d r y  f a c t s  and  f i g u r e s .
B u t t h i n k  o f  th e  g la m o r and  rom ance t h a t  s u r ro u n d s  
su c h  a  c o n g re s s !

W hat a  f a s c i n a t i n g  p i c t u r e  i t  i s  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h a t  
c o n fe r e n c e ,  w i th  i t s  r ^ r e s e n t a t i v e s  fro m  B o rn eo , 
S c o t la n d ,  U ganda, M alaya , and  a  h u n d red  o th e r  
p i c tu r e s q u e  c o rn e r s  o f  th e  g lo b e !^ 0

O c to b e r  3 and  O c to b e r  9 b o th  p r e s e n t  i te m s  ro u g h ly  i n  

c o rre sp o n d e n c e  w i th  th e  w e ig h t  and  im p o r ta n c e  w h ich  th e  

T im es f o r  th o s e  d a te s  a c c o rd e d ,  l e a v in g  a s id e  Thom as' "News 

I te m  o f  th e  Day" on O c to b e r  9 , f o r e x a m ^ ,  w h ich  d e a l t  w i th  

Jam es D o o l i t t l e ,  t h e  f l i e r  who b a r e l y  e s c a p e d  d e a th  i n  a  

f r e a k  a c c id e n t  t h a t  was n o t  r e p o r t e d  by  th e  T im es. A cco u n ts

’ibid.
^Low ell Thomas r a d i o  s c r i p t ,  O c to b e r  2 , 1930 . 

10,
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o f  th e  r e b e l l i o n  and th e  l a b o r  s t r i k e s  i n  B r a z i l  w ere  r e 

p o r t e d  b y  Thomas w i th  s o b r i e t y  an d  i n  a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  

f a s h i o n .  H is  i te m s  w h ich  d e a l t  w i th  B r a z i l  w ere  s h o r t e r .

He d id  n o t  m e n tio n  th e  n e a r - b a n k r u p tc y  o f  S p a in  r e p o r t e d  a t  

l e n g th  on pag e  3 o f  th e  T im es, n o r  th e  c lo s in g  o f  th e  

P h i l l i p p i n e  N a t io n a l  Bank b r a n c h e s ,  th e  s t u d e n t  r i o t s  i n  

L a h o re , and  th e  f a c t  t h a t  B r i t a i n  w ould p la c e  th e  j o b l e s s  on 

f a r m s .  T h ese  la s t - m e n t io n e d  i te m s  come u n d e r  th e  c l a s s i f i 

c a t i o n  o f  " u n p le a s a n t  o r  t r o u b le s o m e ," and  Thomas a v o id e d  

them  e n t i r e l y .  He d id  m e n tio n  th e  f l i g h t  o f  C a n ad ian  p i l o t  

C a p ta in  E r r o l  Boyd who s t e e r e d  th ro u g h  th e  fo g  to  la n d  i n  

London b y  d e a d  r e c k o n in g .  The Tim es c a r r i e d  th e  s t o r y  i n  a  

boxed  p a ra g r a p h  on page  f o u r ;  Thomas g a v e  i t  ore page on 

O c to b e r  9 .

I n  a  c h a p te r  c a l l e d  " T e le p h o n i t i e s "  i n  h i s  b ook ,

I  L iv e  On A i r , ^^ A. A. S c h e c h te r ,  th e n  w o rk in g  f o r  L o w ell 

Thomas a s  a  s p e c i a l  e v e n ts  r e p o r t e r ,  and  l a t e r ,  t o  become 

h e ad  o f  NBC, a c c o u n ts  f o r  some o f  th e  m eans o f  g a th e r in g  th e  

news f o r  Thom as. H is  a c c o u n t  i s  in f o r m a l  and a t  t im e s  

a lm o s t  f l i p p a n t ,  b u t  he f i l l s  i n  w i th  v a lu a b le  in f o r m a t io n  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 *s w hen, a s  he  s a y » , " r a d io  was th e  p r i z e  

e x h i b i t  i n  A m erican  jo u r n a l is m * s  d o g h o u s e ."  D u rin g  th e

P r e s s -R a d io  W ar, f o r  ex am p le , S c h e c h te r  and  Thomas r e l i e d
    ------------------

A. A . S c h e c h te r ,  I  L iv e  On A ir  (New Y ork : F r e d e r i c k  
A . S to k e s ,  1941 ) .
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on th e  te le p h o n e  a s  a  m eans o f  p in n in g  down a  s t o r y ,  i n v e s t i 

g a t i n g  a  s t o r y ,  o r  d e v e lo p in g  a  s t o r y .

A t one p o i n t ,  S c h e c h te r  s t a t e s ,  "B e fo re  th e  r a p p ro c h e 

m en t w h ich  l e d  to  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  th e  P re s s -R a d io  B u reau  

t h in g s  w ere  so  to u g h  t h a t  L o w ell Thomas, th e  s t a r  o f  o u r  

p r i n c i p a l  news p rog ram  was w i th o u t  a n y  s o u rc e  o f  new s.

He r e l a t e s  how he c o u ld  " d ig "  f o r  a  s t o r y  f o r  L o w e ll Thomas 

an d  som etim es ru n  a c r o s s  a n  e x c lu s iv e  i te m  o r  f e r r e t - o u t  

news t h a t  th e  r e g u l a r  w ire  s e r v i c e s  d id  n o t  c a r r y ;  and  th e s e  

i te m s  w ere  r e f l e c t e d  i n  some o f  th e  u n u s u a l  human i n t e r e s t  

s t o r i e s  w h ich  h i s  n e w s c a s t  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n .

The n e w sp a p e rs  fro m  a b ro a d  y ie ld e d  up a  f a i r  
am ount o f  f o r e i g n  copy— n o t e x a c t l y  s p o t  new s, 
b u t  i t  h e lp e d .  Then I  d e v e lo p e d  t e l e p h o n i t i s ,  
w h ich  p ro v ed  t o  be  a  r e a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  
s o l u t i o n  t o  o u r  p ro b lem .

I  made th e  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  by  s a y in g  I  was t a l k i n g  
f o r  L o w ell Thomas o r  th e  News Depauptment o f  th e  
N a t io n a l  B ro a d c a s t in g  Company, o r  b o th ,  I  c o u ld  
g e t  p r a c t i c a l l y  anyone cn th e  t e l e p h o n e .

S c h e c h te r  t e l l s  a b o u t th e  Peggy Me Math k id n a p p in g  

c a s e  w i th  th e  Thomas " e x c lu s iv e "  o b ta in e d  b y  te le p h o n e .

T h is  a c t u a l l y  e m b a rra s s e d  r e p o r t e r s  on th e  a s s ig n m e n t,  f o r  

Thomas h ad  th e  "news i n  d e p th "  so  t o  s p e a k . Thomas announced  

one n i g h t  t h a t  th e  k id n a p p e r  w ould p le a d  g u i l t y  th e  n e x t  

d a y . An h o u r  o r  so  a f t e r  th e  b r o a d c a s t ,  i t  was c o n firm e d

^ ^ I b i d . ,  p . 1 3 .

^ ^ I b id .,  p . 2 .
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t o  newsm en. The Judge (Edw ard H a n ify )  e x p la in e d :  "L o w ell 

Thomas* o f f i c e  h a s  b e e n  c a l l i n g  me up  i n  cham bers e v e ry  d a y  

and  I* v e  b e e n  t e l l i n g  them  w h a t d e v e lo p e d ."1^

S c h e c h te r  m akes a  f i n a l  p o i n t  b y  show ing  t h a t  i n  th o s e  

h e c t i c  d a y s  o f  r i v a l r y  and  e x p e r im e n ta t io n  w i th  th e  new 

medium, " a l l  was f a i r  i n  p e a c e  and  w a r . " He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

th e y  w ere lu c k y  i n  d i s c o v e r in g  t h a t  " p e o p le  c o n s id e r e d  us 

so  im p o r ta n t  t h a t  we c o u ld  c r a s h  th ro u g h  a lm o s t  anyw here  b y  . 

t e l e p h o n e ."

S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y ,  t h a t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  D e p re s s io n -  

r i d d e n  d a y s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r in g  th e  P r e s s  R ad io  W ar, i t  m ust 

have  b e en  a  p e r io d  o f  "h ea d y  im p r o v i s a t io n ,  lu c k ,  and  f i e r c e  

c o m p e ti t io n " ^ ^  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e .  I t  was a l s o  d u r in g  th e  

f i r s t  y e a r  o r  two t h a t  TSiomas was on th e  a i r  t h a t  he  a r r i v e d  

a t  h i s  d e f i n i t e  fo rm a t  f o r  o p e n in g  and  c lo s in g  th e  p ro g ram .

He had  e x p e r im e n te d  w i th  s e v e r a l  b e g in n in g s ,  d i s c a r d e d  them , 

and  f i n a l l y  d e c id e d  on "Good e v e n in g , e v e ry b o d y "  w h ich  h a s  

s t u c k  w i th  him  s i n c e .  T h ere  i s  no  t r u l y  d e f i n i t e  b e g in n in g  

d a te  f o r  t h i s  f a m i l i a r  o p e n in g  p h r a s e ,  b e c a u s e  he had  " t r i e d  

i t  o u t"  a s  e a r l y  a s  O c to b e r  3 , 1930 , and  th e n  r e v e r t e d  t o  

" H e llo ,  e v e ry b o d y ." He u se d  a s  many a s  s i x  d i f f e r e n t  open 

in g s  i n  t h e  p e r io d ,  a s  a  c h e c k  th ro u g h  th e s e  s c r i p t s  r e v e a l s .  

I t  was a l s o  a b o u t 1933 t h a t  he  s tu c k  to  h i s  c lo s in g  l i n e :

"So lo n g  u n t i l  to m o rro w ."

I b i d . ,  p .  4 .

^ ^ I b id . ,  p . 9 .
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On Ma-rch 2 , 1939  ̂ t h e  T im es r a n  a  b a n n e r  h e a d l in e  o f  

f o u r  co lum ns a c r o s s  th e  f r o n t  p a g e :  "New Pope E l e c t e d :

P iu s  X I I . "  OSiis was t h e  o u t s t a n d in g  news i te m  o f  t h e  d a y , 

and  was su p p le m e n te d  b y  a  se c o n d  s t o r y  on  th e  lo w e r  h a l f  o f  

page  one t i t l e d  " P r o f i l e  o f  th e  P o n t i f f . "  I n s i d e  th e  Tim es 

on  p a g es  3 and  4 w ere  p h o to g ra p h ic  t r e a ta n e n ts  o f  th e  e l e c 

t i o n .  I t  i s  i n f o r m a t iv e  t o  com pare th e  s e v e r e l y  m ea su re d  

a c c o u n t  o f  th e  Tim es w i th  th e  L o w e ll Thomas a c c o u n t  t h a t  

e v e n in g .  Tiom as opened  w i th  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  th e  new pope 

a s  th e  le a d  i te m  and  p lu n g e d  r i g h t  i n .  He t o l d  a b o u t  h i s  

te le p h o n in g  F a th e r  O 'H a r ra ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  N o tre  Dame. Thomas 

b e g in s  h i s  a c c o u n t  i n  t h i s  m anner:

R ig h t  a f t e r  th e  news o f  th e  p a p a l  e l e c t i o n  to d a y ,
I  p u t  i n  a  te le p h o n e  c a l l  t o  S o u th  B end, I n d ia n a — 
and  i t  was o k a y . T h a t ' s  th e  keyw ord o f  t h i s  ôbory, 
o k a y . I  'p h o n e d  N o tre  Dame and  t a l k e d  to  i t s  
P r e s i d e n t ,  F a th e r  O 'H a ra  know ing t h a t  h e  was w e l l  
a c q u a in te d  w i th  th e  C a r d in a l  who h a s  become Pope.

'How i s  th e  E n g l i s h  o f  th e  new ly  e l e c t e d  P o p e , '
I  a s k e d .

'O kay , he  r e p l i e d , '  an d  when he  was a t  S o u th  Bend 
we fo u n d  him  q h l t e  a n  e x p e r t  a t  p ic k in g  up A m erican  
s l a n g . '

As H is  E m inence C a r d in a l  P a c e l l i ,  now P iu s  X II  g o t  
i n t o  h i s  p la n e  t o  l e a v e  he c r i e d  o u t :  Okay!

And t h a t  i s  w h a t th e  C a th o l ic  w o r ld  i s  s a y in g  t o 
d a y  a b o u t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  P a p a l  e l e c t i o n —
O k a y .Id

On M arch 15 , 1939 , th e  Tim es u se d  a  f u l l - s p r e a d  o r  

b a n n e r  h e a d l in e  o f  f i v e  co lum ns t o  a n n o u n c e : "A d o lf H i t l e r
'4 i -----------

L o w ell Thomas r a d i o  s c r i p t ,  M arch 2 , 1 9 3 9 .
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M arches I n t o  P ra g u e . " OSiis was o b v io u s ly  th e  num ber one

s t o r y  o f  th e  d a y  an d  i t  was so  t r e a t e d  by  L o w ell Thomas

s p e a k in g  f o r  t h e  Sun O i l  Compemy.

T oday A d o lf  H i t l e r  ro d e  t r iu m p h a n t ly  i n t o  P ra g u e .
A d ra m a tic  sym bol o f  h i s  c o m p le te  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  
e u ic ie n t  c o u n t r i e s  o f  Bohem ia and  M o ra v ia .

B ism ark  once  s a i d :  "Who h o ld s  B ohem ia, h o ld s  
E u r o p e ."  H i s t o r i a n s  h av e  b e en  s p e c u l a t i n g  a b o u t  
t h a t  b i t  o f  r h e t o r i c  e v e r  s i n c e .  A c tu a l ly ,  th e  
l a s t  r u l e r  o f  Bohem ia who had  a n  im p o r ta n t  v o ic e  
i n  E u ro p e  was t h e  E m peror C h a r le s  th e  F i f t h .
S in c e  th e n ,  num erous r u l e r s  h av e  h e ld  B ohem ia, 
s u c h  a s  th e  l a t e  E m peror F ra n z  J o s e f .  B u t h e  
d i d n ' t  h o ld  Germany and  h e  d i d n ' t  h o ld  E u ro p e .

One p a r t  o f  th e  d a y 's  news i s  m ore th a n  a  t r i f l e  
p u z z l in g .  As we l e a r n e d  on Monday, H i t l e r  d e c re e d  
t h a t  C z e c h o s lo v a k ia  s h o u ld  be  p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  
t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s . One, Bohem ia and  M o rav ia ; tw o,
S lo v a k ia ,  t h r e e ,  C a rp a th o -U k ra in e . B u t to d a y  
C auppatho-U kraine d i s a p p e a r s  a s  a  n a t i o n .  A 
H u n g a r ia n  arm y b u r s t  i n t o  t h a t  s h o r t - l i v e d  r e 
p u b l i c ,  m arched  o v e r  i t  a l l  t h e  way t o  th e  
P o l i s h  b o r d e r .  So t o n i g h t  t h e r e ' s  a  common 
b o r d e r  b e tw ee n  P o la n d  and  H ungary .

Why d o e s  th e  N az ie  F u e h re r  w an t th e  H u n g a ria n s  
i n  t h a t  s t r i p  o f  la n d ?  How w i l l  i t  h e lp  h im  
g ra b  th e  U k ra in e ?  M ost o f  th e  F u e h r e r 's  p o l i t i 
c a l  moves a r e  e x p la in e d  i n  h i s  book , ^ i n  Kam pf.
B u t i n  i t  I  c a n  f i n d  no i n d i c a t i o n  n o t  e v en  a  
h i n t  o f  t h i s  H u n g a ria n  b u s i n e s s . 17

I t  may have  b e e n  t h a t  Thomas was g r a d u a l l y  becom ing

m ore g e n u in e ly  a b so rb e d  b y  E u ro p ean  e v e n ts  o r  was r e a d in g

M ein Kampf w i th  m ore p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r t i s e , f o r  one s e n s e s

i n  t h i s  sam p le  o f  h i s  comment t h a t  he to n e d  down h i s  e n t i r e

n e w s c a s t  c o n s id e r a b ly .  The c lo s in g  i te m  f o r  t h a t  d a te  was

^^Lowell Thomas rad io  s c r ip t ,  March 15, 1939, PP. 1 -3 .
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o n ly  m i ld ly  c h e e r f u l ;  i t  had  to  do  w ith  a  man e n t e r in g  a  

c o in  sh o p  i n  D e t r o i t  t o  h av e  a  r a r e  c o in  a p p r a i s e d  and  w hat 

am usem ent e n su e d . One may s a y  t h a t  b y  lo o k in g  a t  th e  c l o s 

in g  i te m s  f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  m onths i n  th e  " s t r e s s  and  s t r a i n "  

d a y s  o f  1939 and  1940 o r  e v e n  1941, t h a t  a l th o u g h  th e r e  i s  

t h e  " ra in b o w  i n  th e  sk y "  a t  th e  end  o f  t h e  show, t h e r e  i s  

v e ry  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  h a le - a n d - h e a r t y  a p p ro a c h  t o  th e  news t h a t  

one fo u n d  i n  th e  L i t e r a r y  D ig e s t  d a y s .  I t  i s  t h i s  w r i t e r * s  

c o n v ic t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  came a b o u t  f o r  tw o m ain  r e a s o n s :  (1 ) 

Thomas* g r a d u a l  m a tu r i t y  i n  th e  medium, (2 )  s t r e n g th e n in g  

o f  th e  w hole CBS News o p e r a t io n  u n d e r  P a u l W hite  and  o th e r s  

who f e l t  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e i r  newsmen sh o u ld  be  f u l l y  r e s p o n s i 

b l e  and  " in fo rm "  r a t h e r  th a n  e n t e r t a i n .

One f u r t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  1930 p e r io d  i s  i l l u s t r a 

t i v e  o f  th e  b a s ic  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  Thomas and  th e  Times 

i n  c o n te n t  and e m p h a s is . On March 2 9 , 1939; th e  Tim es 

m e n tio n e d  on page  e i g h t  t h a t  R ic h a rd  H a l l i b u r to n  th e  w r i t e r  

and  a d v e n tu r e r  was " a p p a r e n t ly  th o u g h t  l o s t  o f f  th e  c o a s t  o f  

C h in a ."  "Die i te m  was one lo n g  p a ra g ra p h  o f  a b o u t 50 w o rd s . 

Thomas, how ever, m en tio n ed  th e  d is a p p e a ra n c e  o f  H a l l i b u r to n  

m id-w ay i n  h i s  n e w sc a s t  and  gave  a p p ro x im a te ly  300  w ords t o  

th e  s t o r y .  H is  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  s t o r y  i s  a  t y p i c a l  p la y  

f o r  th e  " se n se  o f  a d v e n tu re  and rom ance" evoked  by  th e  name 

H a l l i b u r to n ,  and  th e  i te m  a f f o r d s  Thomas a  ch an ce  to  sp e a k  

o f  a d v e n tu re  i n  th e  o ld - f a s h io n e d  se n se  w h ich  he had  n o t
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b e e n  a b l e  t o  do  owing t o  th e  g r lm n e s s  o f  t h e  new s. He 

r e p o r t e d :

Vlhy so  much s o l i c i t u d e  a b o u t  t h e  l o s t  C h in ese  
ju n k ?  B ecau se  i t  i s  a  c r a f t  on  a  ro m a n tic  voyage 
and  abotBsd i t  i s  one o f  th e  p rim e  ro m a n c e rs  o f  
o u r  t im e .

R ic h a rd  H a l l i b u r to n — t h a t  H a l l i b u r to n  who h a s  
b e e n  up  t o  a l l  s o r t s  o f  n o v e l ty  a d v e n tu r e .  Swim
m ing th e  H e l le s p o n t ,  a s  t h e  S ig h t in g  L ea n d e r d id  
i n  G reek  le g e n d .  Swimming th e  w ho le  l e n g th  o f  
th e  Panama C a n a l, b i t  by  b i t  c r o s s in g  th e  a lp s  on 
e l e p h a n t -  a  l a  H a n n ib a l .

The S ea  D ragon  h a s  b e e n  s la p p e d  down b y  a  ty p h o o n .
A c a la m ito u s  end t o  t h e  l a t e s t  H a l l i b u r to n  a d v e n -  _o 
t u r e .  B u t a  f i t t i n g  one f o r  R ichard -the-H canan tic .-* -®

From h e r e  t o  th e  end  o f  th e  s p e c i f i c  s c r i p t s  exam ined  

( th ro u g h  November 2J, 1963) t h e r e  w i l l  be  no r e f e r e n c e  to  

th e  T im es f o r  a  c h e c k  on  how th e  i te m s  w ere  d e p lo y e d . Gen

e r a l l y  s p e a k in g ,  Thomas fo l lo w e d  a  p a t t e r n  o f  h i s  own o n ly  

a t  t im e s  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  h a rd  news c o n te n t  a s  r e v e a le d  i n  

th e  f i r s t  p a g es  o f  th e  d a i l y  T im es. I t  p ro v e d  f r u i t l e s s ,  

ow ing t o  th e  n a tu r e  o f  Thomas* n e w sc a s t w i th  i t s  s t r o n g  

em p h a sis  on th e  human i n t e r e s t  s t o r y  and  i t s  su d d e n  d e p a r 

t u r e s  frcm  im p o r ta n t  news h a p p e n in g s , t o  p u rs u e  th e  c o m p a ri

so n  much f u r t h e r . B o th  a r e  v a l i d  e n t i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  own 

r i g h t ,  ho w ev er, and  th e  c o m p a riso n  was n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  

p r o f i t a b l e .

T u rn in g  t o  a  s c r i p t  o f  May 2 4 , 1944 , i n  th e  l a s t  d a y s

o f  th e  w ar w i th  J a p a n , Thomas r e f e r s  t o  th e  bom bing o f  th e
 ..   .

L o w ell Thomas r a d i o  news s c r i p t ,  March 2 9 , p p . 5 - 6 .
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p o r t  o f  K obe, th e n  d e p a r t s  fro m  t h e  news i te m  p r o p e r  t o  

r e c a l l  h i s  d a y s  i n  K obe. I t  i s  a  s k i l l f u l  b le n d in g  o f  t e c h 

n iq u e s  and  i t  a c h ie v e s  a s  much im p a c t ,  p e rh a p s ,  on  th e  

l i s t e n e r  f o r  i t  m akes Kobe m ore p e r s o n a l  and  rem o v es i t  

fro m  th e  a n o n y m ity  o f  a  re m o te  g e o g r a p h ic a l  p la c e -n a m e .

The l a t e s t  a i r  a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  J a p a n  was d e l i v e r e d  
b y  n e a r l y  f i v e  h u n d re d  B -29s w h ich  d ro p p e d  t h i r t y -  
t h r e e  to n s  o f  i n c e n d ia r y  bom bs. R e tu rn in g  p i l o t s  
t e l l  o f  smoke b i l lo w in g  up  t o  tw e n ty  th o u sa n d  
f e e t — n e a r l y  f i v e  m i l e s .

I  new Kobe v e r y  i n t i m a t e l y ,  f o r  I  s p e n t  many w eeks 
t h e r e  w h i le  h u n t in g  w h a le s  f o r  th e  A m erican  Museum 
o f  N a t io n a l  H i s t o r y ,  o f f  th e  t i n y  i s l a n d  o f  
O shim a, a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  aw ay.

The c i t y  s p r a w ls  a lo n g  t h e  s h o r e  i n  a  lo n g ,  n a rro w  
l i n e .  J u s t  b e h in d  i t ,  a  ra n g e  o f  m o u n ta in s  r i s e  i n  
a  s e r i e s  o f  ra g g e d  p e a k s  c o v e re d  w i th  a  g r e e n  
b l a n k e t  o f  l u x u r io u s  v e g e t a t i o n .  I  u se d  o f t e n  t o  
v i s i t  a  g r e a t  b ro n z e  B uddha, t h e  se c o n d  l a r g e s t  i n  
J a p a n , t h a t  s a t  p l a c i d l y  i n  a  c o u r ty a r d  w a tc h in g  
th e  c h a n g in g  c u r r e n t s  o f  h i s t o r y  p a s s  b e f o r e  i t s  
h a l f - c l o s e d  e y e s .

Thomas, who had  d o n e  a  book  on  J a p a n  f o r  c h i l d r e n  i n  th e  

19 3 0 * s, r e t a i n e d  h i s  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  th e  J a p a n e s e  p e o p le  and  

r e c a l l e d  h i s  d a y s  i n  J a p a n  w i th  p l e a s u r e .  B ie  above  i n 

s t a n c e  i n  r e c o l l e c t i n g  Kobe i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  e v e n  k e e l  o f  h i s  

m ind , show ing no b i t t e r n e s s  o r  a n im o s i ty  d e s p i t e  th e  w a r .

I t  was n o te d  i n  g o in g  o v e r  h i s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  th e  A x is  pow ers 

i n  h i s  w a r - t im e  s c r i p t s  th & t r e f e r e n c e s  t o  E m peror H i r o h i to ,  

t o  M u s s o l in i ,  and  t o  H i t l e r  w e re  r e m a rk a b ly  f r e e  o f  c a r i c a 

t u r e ,  i n v e c t i v e ,  and  n a m e - c a l l in g .  H is c h i e f  t a r g e t  seem ed

^^Lowell Thomas rad io  s c r ip t .  May 24, 1944.



121

t o  be  H i t l e r .  Thomas a d m i t te d  i n  a  c o n v e r s a t io n  t h a t  

a l th o u g h  he  a d m ired  th e  German p e o p le  a s  a  w h o le , he  had  

“d i f f i c u l t y  i n  w arm ing up  t o  t h e m . H e  d id  s i n g l e  o u t  

H i t l e r  now a n d  a g a in  f o r  b e in g  a  " s t r u t t i n g  b u f f o o n ."  H is  

m ost f r e q u e n t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h im , ho w ev er, was s im p ly  A d o lf  

o r  "o ld  A d o l f ."  One m ig h t c o n c lu d e  t h a t  th e  v a r io u s  s t a g e s  

and  d e v e lo p m e n ts  i n  W orld  War I I  w ere  r e p o r t e d  c a lm ly  and  

w i th o u t  h y s t e r i a  o r  m elo d ram a . O nly V-E Day and  on V -J  Day 

d id  he in d u lg e  i n  a  b i t  o f  n a t u r a l  e b u l l i e n c e .

Thomas a c c o u n ts  f o r  a  t r i p  t o  M a n ila  on Ju n e  2 2 ,

1945  and  t h i s  s c r i p t  i s  c i t e d  a s  a n  exam ple  o f  Thomas* 

b e s t  n a r r a t i v e  s t y l e .  The seg m en t o f  t h i s  s c r i p t  m arked 

"Okinaw a n o te s "  ru n s  f o r  5 p a g e s , o r  a p p ro x im a te ly  t e n  

m in u te s  o f  a i r  t im e .  Thomas b e g a n  h i s  p ro g ram  i n  t h i s  

m anner:

OSiis w eek I  h av e  b e e n  s h u t t l i n g  b a c k  and  f o r t h  
b e tw e e n  two g ro u p s  o f  i s l a n d s ,  t h e  M arian as  and  
th e  R yukyus, b e tw een  A d m ira l N im itz * s  h e a d q u a r te r s  
on  Guam and  th e  i s l a n d  o f  O kinaw a w here  th e  r e 
c e n t  d e s p e r a t e  f i g h t i n g  h a s  b e e n  g o in g  on , and  h a s  
j u s t  come t o  a n  e n d .

And th e  d i s t a n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  two i s l a n d s  i s  a lm o s t  
a s  g r e a t  a s  fro m  N o rth  A m erica  t o  E u ro p e . E ach  
tim e  I  made th e  f l i g h t ,  one w ay, we sp a n n ed  th e  
o c e a n  f o r  one th o u s a n d  f o u r  h u n d red  m i l e s .

O kinawa i s  a  l o t  b i g g e r  theui you  m ig h t t h in k .
I t *8 b ig  enough  f o r  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  s i x  h u n d red  
th o u s a n d  c i v i l i a n s  and  a  c o u p le  o f  h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  
s o ld i e a s lo c k e d  i n  t h a t  m ost d e s p e r a t e  b a t t l e  o f

20Lowell Thomas in terv iew  w ith  the author. New York
C i ty ,  Ju n e  3 , 1964 .
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t h e  P a c i f i c  w a r . A ls o , b ig  enough f o r  s e v e r a l  
enorm ous a i r  f i e l d s  w i th  p l e n t y  o f  room  f o r  a  
d o zen  m ore l i k e  th em . And w i th  a l l  o f  t h a t ,  a s  
y ou  d r i v e  a ro u n d  i t ,  O kinawa d o e s n 't  seem  
c row ded .

Iteny o f  th e  men who d r i v e  o v e r  th e  Okinawa ro a d s  
a r e  w e a r in g  s p e c i a l  d u s t  g o g g le s .  B u t some a r e  
e v en  w e a rin g  g a s  m a sk s . Our boys a l l  t o l d  me th e y  
much p r e f e r  Okinawa d u s t  t o  Okinawa m ud.21

Thomas had  a  k ey  o b s e r v a t io n  p o s t ,  a  v a n ta g e  p o s t  fro m  w h ich  

h e  w i tn e s s e d  th e  f i g h t i n g  from  th e  a i r ,  a t  a  tim e  when th e  

J a p a n e s e  w ere  m aking t h e i r  l a s t  s t a n d .  The M a rin es  and  th e  

Army i n f a n t r y  w ere  c u t t i n g  them  up i n t o  s m a l l e r  and  s m a l le r  

p o c k e ts  w i th  h eav y  l o s s e s  on b o th  s i d e s .  I t  h a p p en s  t h a t  

Thomas was i n  h i s  s p e c i a l l y  s h ie ld e d  o b s e r v a t io n  p o i n t  when 

G e n e ra l  B uckner was k i l l e d  i n  a  je e p  n o t  f a r  fro m  th e  o b s e r 

v a t i o n  p o s t .  He r e p o r t e d  t h i s  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l y  i n  t h e  same 

s c r i p t .

On J u ly  2 5 , 1945 , Thomas was b a ck  i n  San F r a n c is c o  and  

th e r e  i s  a  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  s c r i p t  w h ich  a g a in  r e v e a l s  som e

th in g  o f  h i s  i n s i g h t  a s  a n  o b s e r v e r  and a s  a  good r e p o r t e r .  

Two p a s s a g e s  from  t h i s  n e w s c a s t  i l l u s t r a t e  how c a n d id  and  

r e v e a l i n g  Thomas c a n  b e , s t i l l  p e g g in g  t h i s  i te m  o r  " s l a n t "  

f ro m  th e  h u m a n - in te r e s t  l e v e l  a lo n e .

One r e a s o n  I  was p le a s e d  t h a t  my r e t u r n  fro m  th e  
F a r  E a s t  came a t  th e  tim e  when th e  San F r a n c is c o  
C o n fe re n c e  was i n  i t s  c lo s in g  h o u r s ,  was t h a t  I  
w an ted  t o  s e e  and  h e a r  P r e s id e n t  Trum an. The 
l a s t  t im e  I  h ad  s e e n  and  t a l k e d  w ith  him  was when 
h e  was s t i l l  j u s t  a n o th e r  U n ite d  S t a t e s  S e n a to r .
And I  h ad  n e v e r  v i s u a l i z e d  him a s  P r e s i d e n t .

M a n ila , P . I .

-WT------------------
Lowell Thomas rad io  s c r ip t ,  June 22, 1945 from
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M r, Truman m ore th a n  l i v e d  up  t o  th e  a d v an ce  
b i l l i n g  he  h a s  b e e n  g e t t i n g ,  th e  w ord t h a t  I 'v e  
b e e n  h e a r in g e b o u t  h im  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld .  He i s  
a  f a r  b e t t e r  s p e a k e r  th a n  h e  u se d  t o  b e . Some
t h i n g  m u st h a v e  hap p en ed  t o  h im . I t  was a  warm, 
f r i e n d l y  s p e e c h  t h a t  c o m p le te ly  won th e  d e l e 
g a t e s  trcm  t h e  f i f t y  n a t io n s  an d  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
crow d t h a t  Jammed th e  S an  F r a n c is c o  O pera  H ouse .
He h ad  p o i s e .  H is v o ic e  was w e l l-m o d u la te d .  He 
had  ch an g e  o f  p a c e .  H is g e s t u r e s  w ere  n a t u r a l  
and  a p p r o p r i a t e .  W hat h e  h ad  t o  s a y  was r i g h t  
i n  e v e r y  w ay, j u s t  r i g h t ,  w i th o u t  o v e rd o in g  i t .
W ith  h i s  s m i le  and  g e n i a l  m anner i n  t h a t  a ssem b 
la g e  H a rry  Truman o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , M is s o u r i  s to o d  
o u t .  I t  was h i s  d a y . 22

T h is  a p p r a i s a l  b y  Thomas t e l l s  us a s  much o f  Thomas 

a s  i t  d o e s  o f  Trum an, f o r  we s e e  th e  im p o r ta n c e  he a t t a c h e s  

to  t h e  s k i l l e d  and  p o l i s h e d  s p e a k e r ,  and  w hat a t t r i b u t e s  o f  

e f f e c t i v e  sp e ec h -m ak in g  a p p e a r  t o  c o u n t t o  Thom as: ch an g e  o f  

p a c e , p o i s e ,  g e s t u r e s  an d  a  w e ll-m o d u la te d  v o ic e  t o  b e g in  

w i th .

I t  i s  a l s o  r e l e v a n t  t o  in c lu d e  one sp e c im en  o f  a  s t o r y  

on  A u s t r a l i a  w h ich  Thomas h ad  gone o v e r  w i th  h i s  r e d  p e n c i l  

and  m arked  f o r  a i r  d e l i v e r y ,  S ep tem b er 7 , 1 9 4 7 . T h is  i s  an  

exam ple o f  a  s c r i p t  w r i t t e n  b y  P r o s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  b u t  w h ich  

Thomas h a s  c a r e f u l l y  trim m ed  to  f i t  h i s  s p e a k in g  s t y l e  and  

th e  way i t  w i l l  r e a d  m o st c c a n fo r ta b ly . He h a s  c r o s s e d  o u t  

a n  " a s  i t  w e r e ,"  and  he h a s  i n s e r t e d  a  " w i l l  be  a b le  to "  

a f t e r  B r i t a i n  i n  th e  s i x t h  l i n e .  He h a s  changed  t h e  l a s t  

s e n te n c e  i n  th e  f i r s t  p a ra g r a p h ,  o r  r e a r r a n g e d  th e  w ord o r d e r

^ ^ L o w e ll Thomas r a d i o  s c r i p t ,  Ju n e  2 2 , 1945 fro m  S an
F r a n c i s c o .
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t o  make s h a r p e r  s e n s e .  He h a s  ch an g ed  th e  v e rb  "m eans" t o  

"m ean ing" and  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  I n d i c a t e d  a  new p a ra g r a p h .  

P e rh a p s  t h i s  was in te n d e d  a s  m ore o f  a  b r e a t h - p a u s e ,  o r  some 

s i m i l a r  i n d i c a t i o n  f o r  sm o o th e r  r e a d i n g .  % e  w ord " e x p o r t"  

i s  u n d e rs c o re d  f o r  e m p h a s is .  Thomas f r e q u e n t l y  u n d e r s c o r e s ;  

and  a b u n d a n t ex am p les  o f  h i s  e m p h a s is  m arks c a n  b e  fo u n d . A 

s l i g h t  and  f i n a l  a l t e r a t i o n  o c c u r s  a t  t h e  end  when he  h a s  

i n s e r t e d ,  " frcm  now o n "  i n  l i e u  o f  " b e in g ."  T h is  i s  th e  

ù h ly  exam ple  o f  a  p ag e  o f  Thomas* s c r i p t  c o r r e c t e d  i n  h i s  

h a n d w r i t in g  t h a t  w i l l  be  s u b m i t te d .  I t  f o l lo w s  o n  page  1 2 5 .

The S p o n so r  R e la t i o n s h ip  

I t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  som ew here i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

L o w e ll Thomas* c a r e e r  some o b s e r v a t io n s  a b o u t  h i s  s p o n s o rs  

b e  m ade. T hey h av e  b e e n  im p o r ta n t  i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  and  th e  

w r i t e r  b e l i e v e s ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t , 

" m u tu a l ly  e n h a n c in g ."  T h is  i s  t r u e ,  a l s o ,  o f  th e  Sun O i l  

Company, f o r  a s  Thomas s t a t e d  i n  h i s  " fcucew ell"  b r o a d c a s t  

f o r  S unoco , h e  had  b e e n  g iv e n  ccan p le te  free d o m  o f  s u b j e c t s  

t o  a i r  an d  had  w orked  h a rm o n io u s ly  f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  w i th  

t h e  com pany w i th o u t  o n ce  h a v in g  a n  a l t e r c a t i o n .  A t an y  

r a t e ,  i t  i s  w o r th  i n c lu d in g  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  th e  

"w hole man" f o r  one s e e s  how L o w e ll Thomas i s  a b le  t o  make 

l a s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  an d  t o  p ro m o te  good w i l l  an d  a c c e p t 

a n c e  f o r  h i s  s p o n s o r s .
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A u s t r a l i a  t o  t h e  r e s c u e  o f  i m p o v e r i s h e d  i
- ■  ̂ :i

î r i t a i n  - a g e n e r o u s  g e s t u r e .  F i v e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s *  w o r t h  |

' I
c o l d  on t h e  t a b l e ^  a n d  a p l e d g e  o f  t h e  I

ent i re  A u s t r a l i a n  g o l d  p r o d u c t i o n ,  v a l u e d  a t  t w e n t y - t h r e e  ■

—
a i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a y e a r ^ a s  i t  i s  m i n e d .  means  t h a t  ;

B r i t a i n g e t  d o l l a r s ^ i m m e d i a t e l y ^ i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,

in r e t u r n  t  f o r  t h i s  A u s t r a l i a n  g o l d ^ h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

lA /û  "& 1/W  I
icing o b l i g e d  by l aw t o  buy a i y g o l d  o f f e r e d  i=t=c=34? ^  ■

th i r ty  f i v e  d o l l a r s  an  o u n c e .  • I -

A u s t r a l i a ' s  s u r p r i s e  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  m o t h e r  ; 

land w i l l  p u t  A u s t r a l i a n s  on s h o r t  r a t i o n s ,  l e s s  w h i s k e y , ^ !  

fewer impaxx i m p o r t s  o f  ce rockery  and c u t l e r y  f ro m  E n g l a n d .  J

iaa-cĴ o^AslOther m e a s u r e s  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  '

s ban on i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  nu m e ro u s  i t e m s  f ro m  t h e  d o l l a r  a r e a '

means A m e r i c a .  M e a s u r e s  t o  s a v e  e i g h t  t o  f i v e  m i l l i o n  I

^  i
'dollars a y e a r .  » A u s t r a l i a ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a s  no i n t e n t i o n  1

i

of r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  m o v i e s ;  b u t  t h e  !
)

i^ominion "down u n d e r "  i s  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  1

A u s tr a l ia n  m o n e y , x i s x t x  v i s i t i n g  s t a g e  e n t e r t a i n e r s  a n d
VV,̂  <5V\ X, ,

Other a r t i s t s ^ b ^ ^ ^  a l l o w e d  t o  t a k e  o n l y  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d ,  

two h u n d re d  d o l l a r s  o f  t h e i r  e a r n i n g s  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .
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Mr. Jo s e p h  Pew, c h a irm a n  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  Sun O i l ,  was 

s i t t i n g  n e x t  t o  Thomas th e  e v e n in g  o f  S e p tem b er 2 6 , 1947, 

w h ich  was t o  r i n g  down th e  c u r t a i n  on  th e  f i f t e e n - y e a r  

a s s o c i a t i o n ,  and  Pew sp o k e  f o r  a b o u t  tw o m in u te s .  H is  

l i t t l e  t a l k  i s  u n iq u e  i n  t h a t  he  re v ie w e d  th e  s t a t u s  o f  

news b r o a d c a s t in g  a  b i t  and  p r a i s e d  Thomas f o r  h i s  p r e s e n t a 

t i o n  o f  " t r u t h f u l ,  c l e a n ,  w holesom e new s, w i th o u t  b i a s  o r  

f a v o r i t i s m . "  Mr. Pew e l a b o r a t e d ;

Back i n  1932 when Sunoco f i r s t  s p o n s o re d  L o w ell 
Thomas, t h e r e  was o n ly  t e n  f u l l - t i m e  n e tw o rk  news 
r e p o r t e r s  and  c o m m e n ta to rs . Today t h e r e  a r e  o v e r  
123 f u l l - t i m e  news b r o a d c a s t e r s  and  a l t o g e t h e r  
some 6 ,0 0 0  men and women a r e  en g ag ed  i n  g a t h e r 
in g ,  p r e p a r in g ,  and  b r o a d c a s t in g  new s.

T h is  g ro w th  i n  news b r o a d c a s t in g  i n d i c a t e s  how 
g r e a t l y  th e  A m erican  p e o p le  hav e  ccme t o  r e l y  
upon r a d i o  f o r  th e  news o f  th e  d a y  and  a l l  th e  
f a c t s  w h ich  sh a p e  o u r  d e s t i n i e s .  I t  d e m o n s tr a te s  
n eed  f o r  g r e a t  v i g i l a n c e  and  t o  a s s u r e  a c c u r a t e ,  
c o m p le te , i m p a r t i a l  and  w h o lly  o b j e c t i v e  r e p o r t 
i n g . 23

Pew added  t h a t  th e  company had  r e g a r d e d  th e  news 

p ro g ram  a s  a  p u b l ic  t r u s t .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th ro u g h  L o w ell 

Thomas "w ith  h i s  s i n c e r i t y  and  d e e p  human u n d e r s ta n d in g "  i t  

h ad  f u l f i l l e d  t h a t  t r u s t .  He th e n  e x p la in e d  t h a t  i t  was a  

m a t t e r  o f  r e g r e t  t o  s e e  L o w ell Thomas g o : " d u r in g  th e s e  

y e a r s  we have  come t o  a d m ire , r e s p e c t  and lo v e  h im ."  Pew 

s t a t e d  t h a t  he  h ad  become "one o f  u s "  and  w ish e d  him  w e l l  

i n  h i s  new ( u n s p e c i f i e d )  v e n tu r e .

2^M r. Jo s e p h  Pew, s p e a k in g  on L o w ell Thomas news 
p rog ram  S e p t .  2 6 , 194%.
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I t  f o l lo w s  I n  s h o r t  o r d e r  t h a t  Monday, S e p tem b er 2 9 ,

1947 , w i th  o n ly  th e  w eek -en d  i n t e r v e n i n g ,  L o w ell Thomas

b e g a n  a t  6 :4 5  P.M. h i s  r a d i o  news p ro g ram  o v e r  CBS w i th o u t

a  h i t c h .  H is  o p en in g  w ords a g a in  r e f l e c t  t h i s  p e r s o n a l

p o l i c y  o f  k e e p in g  w o rk in g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  sm o o th .

A f t e r  many lo n g  y e a r s  o f  b r o a d c a s t in g  n i g h t l y  o v e r  
one g r e a t  n e tw o rk , f o r  one g r e a t  s p o n s o r ,  I  am 
t r a n s f e r r i n g  to  a n o th e r  g r e a t  n e tw o rk  and  a n o th e r  
g r e a t  s p o n s o r .

I n  com ing t o  CBS, I  d o n * t e x a c t l y  f e e l  l i k e  a  
s t r a n g e r .  When I  f i r s t  came i n t o  r a d i o ,  t h e  man 
who f i r s t  l u r e d  me t o  th e  m ic ro p h o n e  was a n  a t t r a c 
t i v e ,  b r i l l i a n t  young man named B i l l  P a le y ,  th e  
fo u n d e r  and  s t i l l  th e  h e ad  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  C olum bia 
B r o a d c a s t in g  S y s te m .24

Thomas th e n  e l a b o r a t e d  w h a t m ig h t be  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  

h i s  r o l e  i n  th e  new s, h i s  v iew  o f  th e  new s, t h a t  e s s e n t i a l  

s e r v i c e  w h ich  he f u l f i l l s  on th e  a i r .  Thomas s t a t e d  t h a t  

he  w ould  c o n t in u e  to  b r in g  A m ericans " th e  p a g e a n t  o f  th e  

e v e n ts  o f  th e  d a y : th e  im p o r ta n t  h e a d l in e s ,  t h e  d ra m a tic  

t w i s t s ,  t h e  c h e e r f u l  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  om inous, th e  g a y  a s  w e l l  

a s  th e  s e r i o u s . "  And j u s t  b e f o r e  p lu n g in g  i n t o  t h a t  d a y 's  

news ro u n d -u p  h e  p r e f a c e d  h i s  re m a rk s  by  s a y in g  t h a t  i t  had  

b e e n  a  v i v i d  news d a y — " w i th  c o n t r a s t s  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s ,  th e  

im p o r ta n t ,  th e  d r a m a t ic ,  and  th e  l i g h t e r  s i d e ,  t o o . "

T h is  r e s e a r c h e r  was a b le  t o  o b t a i n  a n  a n sw e r fro m  

Thomas c o n c e rn in g  th e  l i g h t e r  s i d e .  A f t e r  r e a d in g  h i s  o pen 

in g  n e w s c a s t  f o r  P r o c t e r  and  Gam ble, an d  know ing t h a t  th e

24Lowell Thomas rad io  s c r ip t ,  S ep t. 29, I947 .
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s t a g e  was d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e  s e t t i n g  d i f f e r e n t ,  p e rh a p s  i t  was 

t im e  t o  r e - s h a p e  th e  f o r m a t .  Thomas s a i d  t h a t  he had  t o l d  

P r o c t e r  and  Gamble h e  w ould  c o n t in u e  w i th  p r e c i s e l y  th e  

same s t y l e ;  i t  w as th e  o ld  s t y l e  th e y  l i k e d ,  w i th o u t  an y  

th o u g h t  o f  c h a n g e . Thomas f i r m l y  b e l i e v e s  i n  th e  " b r i g h t -  

e n e r ” o r  c lo s in g  hum orous s t o r y ,  and  he  e x p la in e d ;  " I  h ave  

a lw ay s  l i k e d  t o  w ind  up th e  p ro g ram  w ith  a  l i t t l e  s m i le .

T h ere  i s  no p o i n t  i n  e n d in g  on a  s o u r  n o te  a s  th o u g h  we h ad  

j u s t  h e a r d  a  s e v e r e  se rm o n . Mine a r e  l i t t l e  s l i c e s  o f  l i f e  

t h a t  show th e  a b s u r d i t y  o f  th e  human s i t u a t i o n  and  I  t h in k  

p e o p le  e n jo y  th e m ."^5

I n  t h i s  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  s u rv e y  o f  ©lomas* r a d i o  s c r i p t s  

and  th e  a t t e m p t  t o  s e p a r a t e  f a c t  fro m  fa n c y , t o  se e  th e  

b le n d in g  o f  h a rd  news w i th  f e a t u r e  m a t e r i a l s ,  one m ust a d m it 

t h a t  t h e  " r e c i p e " i s  one w h ich  Thomas a lo n e  c a n  c o n c o c t  and  

s e r v e .  W h atev er t h e  a c t u a l  i n g r e d i e n t s ,  t h e  s t a p l e  e le m e n ts  

a r e  c l e a r  eno u g h : ro m an ce , a d v e n tu r e ,  p e r s o n a l i z i n g ,  s t r e t c h 

in g  h i s  l i s t e n e r ' s  im a g in a t io n  and  m e n ta l  h o r iz o n s  by  

in v o k in g  th e  re m o te  and  fa ra w a y  and  y e t  k e e p in g  t h i s  a l l  on 

th e  human s c a l e .

The L h asa  S c r i p t  

The f i r s t  b r o a d c a s t  s c r i p t  o f  S ep tem b er 2 9 , 1930 , was 

in c lu d e d  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e  and  now w hat th e  w r i t e r  co n 

s i d e r s  th e  s in g le - m o s t  " im p o r ta n t"  s c r i p t  i n  Thomas*

^ ^ L o w e ll Thomas i n  i n te r v ie w  w i th  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  3 , 
1964 , New Y ork .
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b r o a d c a s t in g  c a r e e r  w i l l  b e  exam ined  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  O îiis 

i s  th e  O c to b e r  7, 19^9 , r e p o r t  fro m  L h a sa , T ib e t .  The 

r e c o r d in g  was made on  p o r t a b l e  b a t t e r y - o p e r a t e d  e q u ip m e n t, 

h a n d le d  b y  L o w e ll Thomas, J r .  I t s  s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  

p u b l i c i z e d  and  CBS f r e e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  p ro g ram  

a f t e r w a r d .  I t  was w r i t t e n  by  L o w ell Thomas h im s e l f  b y  

c a n d l e l i g h t  i n  h i s  room i n  th e  m o n a s te ry . I t  i s  t h i s  u n iq u e  

k in d  o f  f e a t  a t  w h ich  Thomas e x c e l s ,  and  w hich  j u s t l y  b e 

lo n g s  i n  th e  " f i r s t s "  he  h a s  a c h ie v e d .

L o w e ll Thomas was th e  f i r s t  p e rs o n  i n  h i s t o r y  t o

s p e a k  t o  th e  o u t s i d e  w o rld  fro m  L h a sa . The e x c e r p t  from

h i s  s c r i p t  be lo w  was r e c o rd e d  by  him  i n  th e  lo n g - f o rb id d e n

c i t y  o f  th e  D a la i  Lama, c h i e f  h ig h  p r i e s t  o f  th e  m i l l i o n s

o f  f o l lo w e r s  o f  B uddha. U n lik e  e a r l i e r  r e f e r e n c e s  to

A f g h a n is ta n  w h ich  Thomas c la im e d  was " f o r b id d e n ,"

th e  m o u n ta in - to p  c i t y  o f  I h a s a  a c t u a l l y  was i n a c c e s s i b l e

p h y s i c a l l y .  Thomas* r e c o r d in g  was c a r r i e d  b y  y a k  from  L h asa

t o  I n d i a ,  by  c o u r i e r  t o  C a lc u t t a ,  and  by  a i r p l a n e  t o  New

Y ork w here  i t  was b r o a d c a s t .  The w r i t e r  t a l k e d  w i th  Thomas

a t  l e n g th  a b o u t t h i s  a d m it te d  h i g h l i g h t  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  and

o b s e r v a t io n s  o f  Thomas w i l l  f o l lo w  th e  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  s c r i p t

h e  p r e p a re d  f o r  CBS;

I t  h a r d l y  seem s p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  h e re  we a re  a t  l a s t  
a t  L h asa !  A lm ost a  m onth w en t by  and  we w ere 
s t i l l  on  th e  t r a i l ;  i t  seem ed a s  th o u g h  we n e v e r  
w ere  g o in g  to  r e a c h  th e  f o r b id d e n  c i t y  o f  T ib e t .
B u t we made i t  t h i s  m o rn in g . . . .
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O u ts id e  o u r  window* l e s s  th a n  h a l f  a  m ile  away*
I s  t h e  P o ta la *  one  o f  t h e  m o st Im p re s s iv e  b u i l d 
in g s  I n  th e  w o r ld , th e  p a la c e  o f  t h e  D a la i  Lama.

You c a n  o n ly  come by  c a r a v a n ,  s c ra m b lin g  o v e r  
th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l  m o u n ta in  ra n g e s*  r i d i n g  o v e r  
th e  em p ty  T ib e ta n  p l a t e a u .

We c a u g h t  o u r  f i r s t  g l im p s e  o f  L h asa  l a s t  n i g h t  
from  th e  s a d d le ,  s t i l l  11 m i le s  away w h i le  I n  th e  
v i l l a g e  o f  S h ln g d a n k a .

E a r l y  t h i s  m orning* o u r  c a ra v a n s  s e t  f o r t h  I n  th e  
r a i n .  We a p p ro a c h e d  th e  I h a s a  M onastery*  th e  
l a r g e s t  I n  th e  w orld*  w i th  a lm o s t  1 0 ,0 0 0  m onks.

As we e n te r e d  th e  c i t y ,  we m et s t r e a m s  o f  p e o p le .
We w ere  a r r i v i n g  n e a r  th e  en d  o f  a  w e e k -lo n g  
a n n u a l  d a n ce  f e s t i v a l .  Tomorrow w i l l  be th e  f i n a l  
d a y  and  we hope t o  m in g le  w i th  t h a t  s t r e a m  o f  
T ib e ta n s  an d  to  f i l m  I t  I n  c o l o r  and  t r y  t o  d e s c r ib e  
I t  I n  w o rd s . E n te r in g  a  g a te *  we fo u n d  o u r s e lv e s  
d i r e c t l y  b e n e a th  th e  com bined  V a t ic a n  an d  S t .
P e t e r ' s  o f  th e  B u d d h is t  w orld*  th e  v a s t  P o ta la *  I n  
th e  c i t y  n e a r ly ^ e v e r y  t r a v e l e r  d ream s o f  b u t  so  
few  hav e  s e e n .2 °

When you ,com e t o  Ih a sa *  t h e r e  I s  a  s t r i c t  r u l e  
t h a t  you  m u st p a y  y o u r  r e s p e c t s  t o  th e  D a la i  Lama 
b e f o r e  you se e  anyone e l s e .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , you  
p r a c t i c a l l y  go I n to  h id in g  b e f o r e  s e e in g  h im .
A bout t h r e e  d a y s  m ust p a s s  b e fo r e  y ou  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  
t o  e n t e r  th e  a u d ie n c e  h a l l .  F o r  u s ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  
r u l e  was b ro k e n . H aving  b ro k e n  t h a t  o ld  t r a d i t i o n ,  
t h e  T ib e ta n  g o v e rn m en t w en t a l l  o u t  I n  o r d e r  t o  
make s u r e  t h a t  we m isse d  n o t h i n g .27

The f o r e g o in g  a c c o u n t  o f  Thom as' b r o a d c a s t  fro m  L h asa

I s  I n c lu d e d  b e c a u se  he was e n t e r p r i s i n g  enough  a t  f i f t y -

e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  ag e  t o  t a c k l e  t h i s  k in d  o f  r e p o r t i n g  and

f i lm in g  e x p e d i t i o n .  How c a n  one p u t  t h i s  k in d  o f  I te m  u n d e r

^ ^ L o w e ll Thomas* e x c e r p t s  from  r a d i o  s c r i p t  w r i t t e n . .  
I n  I h a s a ,  O c t. 7* 1949 .

2 7 L o w ell Thomas I n  I n te r v ie w  w i th  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  4 , 
1964 , New Y ork .
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s t r i c t  s c r u t i n y  f o r  c o n te n t?  I t  seem s t o  d e f y  th e  r e g u l a r  

r u l e s  o f  r e p o r t i n g ,  u n le s s  i t  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " c o lo r "  o r  

b a ck g ro u n d  m a t e r i a l .

The w r i t e r  a t te m p te d  t o  o b t a i n  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  s c r i p t  

w h ich  Thomas p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  November 2 2 , 1963 , d a t e  i n  

A m erican  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  P r e s id e n t  Jo h n  F . 

K ennedy . H ow ever, b e c a u se  h i s  6 :4 5  P.M . p rog ram s w ere  p r e 

em pted  f o r  one w eek, Thomas s im p ly  d id  n o t  p r e p a r e  a n y  r a d i o  

news p ro g ram  a t  a l l .  He was i n  D e t r o i t  a t  t h e  t im e  an d  had  

s t a r t e d  t o  fo rm  h i s  n e w s c a s t ,  and  h ad  s k e tc h e d  o u t  a  ro u g h  

o u t l i n e  when a  c a l l  came i n  from  t h e  CBS s t a t i o n  t o  h i s  

h o t e l  a d v is in g  him  t h a t  h i s  p ro g ram  was c a n c e l l e d .  The 

f i r s t  d a t e  a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  K ennedy on  w h ich  Thomas sp o k e  

was November 2 7 , 1 9 6 3 . He w ro te  th e  s c r i p t  h im s e l f ,  f o r  he 

h ad  fo l lo w e d  th e  news v e ry  c a r e f u l l y ,  w a tc h in g  t e l e v i s i o n  

i n  h i s  h o t e l  room  i n  D e t r o i t  and  t h in k in g  o v e r  th e  t r a g e d y  

i n  h i s  own te rm s .  When he  resum ed  b r o a d c a s t in g ,  he d id  n o t  

o f f e r  a  w ord o f  e d i t o r i a l i z i n g ,  o f  c o n d o le n c e s ,  o r  e x p r e s 

s i o n  o f  sy m p a th y . He s a i d :  " I t  h a s  a l l  b e e n  s a i d ,  and  I  

t h i n k  we h ad  b e s t  resum e w i th  o u r  n o rm a l t a s k s . "

T h is  e x c e r p t  i s  fro m  th e  November 2 7 , I 963 r a d i o  news

s c r i p t :

As f o r  P r e s id e n t  Jo h n s o n ’ s sp e e c h  to d a y ,  w h ich  
you  p ro b a b ly  h e a rd ,  i t  was a  c a l l  f o r  n a t i o n a l  
u n i t y  and  was r o u n d ly  a p p la u d e d  b y  a l l  members 
o f  C o n g re s s .
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A l l  o v e r  E u ro p e  to d a y  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n s o n 's  
a d d re s s  was r e c e iv e d  w i th  s ig h s  o f  r e l i e f .  I t  
seem s a s  i f  th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  b y  q u ic k ly  s t a t i n g  
h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  and  h i s  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  h i s  
p r e d e c e s s o r 's  p o l i c i e s  h a s  b ro k e n  th e  s p e l l  o f  
u n c e r t a i n t y  an d  a la rm  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  p a r a ly z in g  
o u r  a l l i e s  s i n c e  P r e s i d e n t  K e n n ed y 's  a s s a s s i n a t i o n .

As one h ig h  d ip lo m a t  i n  London s a i d :  ' I t  lo o k s  a s  
i f  we c a n  t a k e  up  j u s t  w here we l e f t  o f f . »  T h is  
seem ed to  be th e  g e n e r a l  r e a c t i o n .

Toward th e  e n d , P r e s i d e n t  Jo h n so n  a g a in  w en t o u t  
o f  h i s  way t o  m e n tio n  h i s  enorm ous r e s p e c t  f o r  
C o n g re s s , c o n c lu d in g  w i th  t h e  w e ll-k n o w n  l i n e s  
a b o u t  b ro th e r h o o d , fro m  'A m e ric a , th e  B e a u t i f u l . '

Then he was g o n e , am id th e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a p p la u s e  
frcM  b o th  s i d e s  o f  th e  House and  S e n a te .  He 
d e l i v e r e d  h i s  f i r s t  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  C o n g re ss , w hich  
you  o f  c o u rs e  h e a rd ,  D ic k , a p p a r e n t ly  a  m ost s u c 
c e s s f u l - f i r s t  a p p e a ra n c e  f o r  o u r  new c h i e f  o f  
s t a t e .

The E v o lu t io n  o f  a  F o rm at 

I t  was p o in te d  o u t  i n  th e  p re c e d in g  c h a p te r  t h a t  th e  

m ain  p ro b lem  i n  c o n s t r u c t in g  a  r a d i o  n e w sc a s t  i s  d e c id in g  

w h a t i te m s  to  i n c l u d e ,  i n  w ha t o r d e r ,  and how to  p r e s e n t  

e a c h .  T hese  p ro b lem s become o b v io u s  when a  news p ro g ra m 's  

c o n te n t  i s  a n a ly z e d .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  m ust be  some s t o r i e s  

w h ich  w i l l  be  u se d  an d  o t h e r s  d i s c a r d e d .  C e r t a in  s t o r i e s  

a r e  m ore im p o r ta n t  th a n  o t h e r s ,  and  s t i l l  o t h e r s  s e r v e  a s  

s p r in g b o a r d s  f o r  th e  p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  and  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

t h a t  L o w ell Thomas l i k e s  t o  g iv e  t o  some o f  t h e  e v e n ts  o f  

th e  d a y .
 -------------

Lowell Thomas rad io  s c r ip t  November 27, 1963.
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As h a s  b e en  i n d i c a t e d  th e r e  i s  no g o ld e n  r u l e  book ,

no p r i n t e d  s e t  o f  r u l e s  f o r  h i s  w r i t e r s  t o  f o l lo w ,  b u t  th e s e

th in g s  o v e r  a  p e r io d  o f  many y e a r s  have  become in v o lu n ta r y

o r  s e m i- a u to m a tic .  L ik e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  V in c e n t B u r a n e l l i

w r i t e s  news copy  t h a t  so u n d s th e  way Thomas l i k e s  i t  t o

so u n d ; y e t  Thomas i s  h i s  own f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  and he  g iv e s

th e  copy  th e  f i n a l  c h e c k . The m ain  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  h a s  a lw ay s

rested with Thomas for Judgment and for news evaluation; and •
i n  k e e p in g  w i th  h i s  e a r l i e s t  d ay s w i th  th e  L i t e r a r y  D ig e s t ,

h e  h as  so u g h t p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  i n s t r u c t  and to  e n t e r t a i n .

P a u l W hite  c i t e s  Jam es B a r r e t t ' s  g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  news

w r i t e r s  :

The s e l e c t i o n  o f  news i s  b a se d :
F i r s t  on i t s  i n t r i n s i c  im p o r ta n c e .
S econd , on  i t s  human v a lu e s ,
T h ir d ,  on i t s  g e n e r a l  a p p e a l .
F o u r th ,  on  i t s  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t .
F i f t h ,  on i t s  c o n s t r u c t iv e  v a lu e .
S i x t h ,  on i t s  im p o rta n c e  from  th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  

p u b l ic  w e l f a r e ,  and  
S e v e n th , th e  m ost im p o r ta n t ,  t h e  e d i t o r  i s  g u id e d  

by  h i s  i n s t i n c t i v e  news s e n s e  w hich  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  d e f i n e . 29

I t  b o i l s  down a s  P r e s l e y  D. H olm es, J r .  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  

"An A n a ly s is  o f  L ow ell Thomas, N e w s c a s te r ,"  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  no s e t  s t a n d a r d ,  t h e r e  a r e  no g u id e  r u l e s  f o r  th e  

p e r f e c t  n e w s c a s t .  A c tu a l ly ,  t h e r e  c a n n o t  b e , f o r  th e y  

change  from  d a y  t o  d a y , a s  d o es th e  n ew s.3 0  As a  m a t te r  o f

^ ^ W h ite , o p .  c i t . ,  p .  1 7 4 .

S O p re s le y  D. H olm es, "An A n a ly s is  o f  L ow ell Thomas, 
N e w s c a s te r"  ( M a s te r 's  t h e s i s .  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  M ich ig an , 1951)>
p .  1 7 .



134

f a c t ,  few  e d i t o r s  h av e  e v e r  b e e n  b ra v e  enough t o  t r y  t o  p r o 

v id e  a  y m rd a tic k  f o r  news e v a l u a t i o n .  P e rh a p s , when i t  comes 

t o  Thomas, one i s  f a c e d  w i th  su c h  a  maze o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  Thcanas e lu d e s  one i f  he a p p l i e s  

th e  u s u a l  c r i t e r i a .  E ven  W illia m  B ro o k s* s  o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  

"a  s t r a i g h t  n e w s c a s t  m u st h av e  e v e r y  s t o r y  im p o r ta n t  t o  th e  

m ass a u d ie n c e — e v e r y th in g  o f  f r o n t - p a g e  c a l i b e r . T h i s  

h a r d l y  o f f e r s  a  f i r m  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t h e  news e d i t o r .  What 

t o  i n c lu d e ,  th e n ,  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be  a  m a t t e r  o f  p e r s o n a l  

Judgm ent on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  s c r i p t  e d i t o r ,  o r  i n  th e  c a s e  

u n d e r  s tu d y ,  on th e  p a r t  o f  L ow ell Thomas h im s e l f .  H ie 

p ro b lem  d o e s  re m a in , how ever, i f  one o u g h t t o  c o n s id e r  h i s  

r a d i o  p rog ram  a  n e w s c a s t , o r  w h e th e r  a n o th e r  te rm  su c h  a s  

" p a g e a n t  o f  th e  new s" m ig h t n o t  be m ore f i t t i n g .

S tu n t s  and  F e a tu r e s  

Thomas h a s  no s p e c i f i c  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  he  m ust in c lu d e  

e v e r y  d a y  w h ich  w ould l i m i t  o r  r e s t r i c t  t h e  s c r i p t  c o n te n t .  

H ie "News I te m  o f  th e  Day" was t r i e d  f o r  two y e a r s  w i th  th e  

L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t , b u t  i t  was n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  u se d  o r  in c lu d e d . 

He u s e s  w h a te v e r  he  f e e l s  sh o u ld  be in c lu d e d  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c 

u l a r  d a y 's  p rog ram  and  may t o s s  o u t  w h a t B u r a n e l l i  h a s  w r i t 

t e n  i f  so m e th in g  e l s e  h a s  s t r u c k  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  on th e  way to  

th e  s t u d i o .  T h is  p a r t  o f  th e  t o t a l  " c h e m is try "  o f  a  news

3 ^ W illia m  P . B ro o k s , R ad io  News W r i t in g  ( 1 s t  e d . ;  New 
Y ork ; M cG raw -H ill Book C o ., 1 9 4 8 ) , p .  2 5 .
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program might be called intuitive or it might be called the 
"showmanship" aspect. Thomas does improvise a great deal.
He shows originality of mind in his ideas for the sites of 
remote broadcasts. One time he insisted on broadcasting 
from the club car of a Santa Fe train despite the noises.
He will go in for stunts such as letting a total stranger 
take over a leased home of his in London. Mrs. Louis Cochran 
from Houston, Texas, wrote him saying she had no place to 
stay in London for the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth.
Thomas impulsively fired back a reply: "I can't make it due 
to a change of plans. Take my home. It happens that 
Mrs. Cochran did take over the ®iomas-leased home, and even 
provided a two minute eye-witness report of the ceremonies 
for the broadcast.

This kind of thing tickles Thomas* fancy; it appeals 
to his originality. He does believe in stunts, in impro
vised ideas, and he tries them out on the air.

Lowell Thomas follows few of the standard news pro
cedures. He, of course, speaks to a national audience and 
therefore is not concerned with state or regional news.
There is no geographical, topical, or departmentalized 
structure evident in any of the scripts examined. The 
structure of any given newscast of Thomas* is dictated more 
by the nature of the news that evening, and how Thomas

^^Lowell Thomas in  rad io  new scasts May l6 ,  1952.
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d e c id e d  to  p l a y  i t ,  th a n  b y  a n y  p r e - d e te r m in e d  p a t t e r n .  

Thomas* c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n e w s c a s t  m ig h t be  e x p la in e d  by  

C a r l  W arren*s s t a te m e n t :  " S e v e ra l  f a c t o r s — l o g i c a l ,  r h e t o r 

i c a l ,  and  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a s  w e l l  a s  t o p i c a l  and  g e o g r a p h ic a l  

may in f lu e n c e  th e  a rra n g e m e n t o f  a  n e w s c a s t .  "33 T h is  b ro a d  

s ta te m e n t  m ig h t c o v e r  a n y  l e a d in g  r a d i o  c o m m e n ta to r 's  

s t r u c t u r e  an d  a r r a n g e m e n t.

C o n c e rn in g  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  i te m s  th e m s e lv e s ,  th e  

e x p e r t s *  a d v ic e  i s  to  "make th e  v a r io u s  news i te m s  s h o r t . "3^ 

The lo n g e s t  i te m s  sh o u ld  be a b o u t two m in u te s  i n  l e n g t h  and 

th e  s h o r t e s t  ones a b o u t tw e n ty  s e c o n d s .  A llo w in g  f o r  t im e  

consum ed by  c o m m erc ia ls  and  th e  o p e n in g  and  c lo s in g  a n n o u n ce 

m en ts , a  f i f t e e n - m i n u t e  n e w s c a s t  c an  c o m fo r ta b ly  h a n d le  

a b o u t  tw e n ty  o r  tw e n ty - f iv e  i t e m s .  Ihom as* c u r r e n t  fo rm a t 

o f  t e n  m in u te s  maximum tim e  w ould  a l lo w  b e tw ee n  f i f t e e n  and  

tw e n ty  i t e m s .  Y et once a g a in  Thomas h a s  d i f f e r e d  fro m  th e  

b e g in n in g  fro m  th e  a c c e p te d  s t a n d a r d .  B ie  a v e ra g e  num ber 

o f  i te m s  p e r  p rog ram  was a b o u t  tw e lv e .  The a v e ra g e  tim e  

w h ich  Thomas sp o k e  was s l i g h t l y  m ore th a n  e le v e n  m in u te s  

p e r  show , w h ich  means t h a t  he  s p e n t  a n  a v e ra g e  o f  a b o u t one 

m in u te  on  e a c h  i te m . I n c lu d e d  i n  t h i s  f i g u r e ,  h o w ev er, a re  

i te m s  w h ich  Thomas d is p o s e d  o f  i n  tw e n ty  s e c o n d s  o r  l e s s ;

^ ^ C a r l  N. W arren , R ad io  News W r i t in g  and  E d i t i n g  (New 
Y ork : H a rp e r , 1 9 4 7 ), p .  2'57‘I

^ S ra ld o  A bbo t, H andbook o f  B ro a d c a s t in g  (2nd  e d . ;  New 
Y ork : M cG raw -H ill B o o k C o .,  1 9 4 1 ) , p .  5 7 .



137

o th e r s  on w h ich  he s p e n t  up to  s i x  m in u te s .  He a d h e re d  t o  

th e  tim e  l i m i t  on th e  s h o r t  I te m s  a s  w ould be e x p e c te d ,  b u t  

he d w e lle d  lo n g e r  on th e  "maximum" tim e  recom m ended.

A n o th e r  Im p o r ta n t  f a c t o r  I n  e v a lu a t in g  th e  n e w s c a s ts  

o f  Thomas I s  h i s  r a t e  o f  d e l i v e r y .  T here  I s  c o n s id e r a b le  

d i f f e r e n c e  among n e w s c a s te r s  on t h i s  f a c t o r .  "The sp e e d  

w i th  w h ich  some a n n o u n c e rs  sp e a k  I s  g r e a t e r  th a n  m ost 

p e o p le  w ould  g u e s s ,  anyw here  b e tw een  150 and  240 w ords a  

m in u te . Y et p e o p le  h e a r  m ost e f f e c t i v e l y  a t  th e  r a t e  o f  

l6 o  w ords a  m in u t e . "35 Thomas* r a t e  a c c o rd in g  t o  D r. P r e s l e y  

D. Holmes o f  O hio U n i v e r s i t y 's  S peech  D e p a rtm en t I s  "an  

a v e ra g e  o f  164 w ords a  m in u te "  on h i s  n e w s c a s ts .3^ The 

f a c t  t h a t  h i s  r a t e  I s  so  c lo s e  t o  th e  a v e ra g e  num ber o f  

w ords p e o p le  c a n  I n t e l l i g i b l y  h e a r  and  d i g e s t  p e r  m in u te  I s  

a n o th e r  s t r o n g  I n d i c a t i o n  o f  why he m a in ta in s  a  l a r g e  

f o l lo w in g .

The t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  f i n a l  p o r t io n  o f  a  n e w s c a s t  I s  a  

s u b j e c t  o f  d is a g re e m e n t  a lo n g  th e  l e a d in g  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Some 

s a y  t h a t  t h i s  I s  th e  p la c e  f o r  r e c a p i t u l a t i o n ,  th e  p la c e  to  

r e p e a t  th e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  th e  n e w s c a s t .  Thomas h a s  n e v e r  

fo l lo w e d  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  a t  a l l .  T h ere  I s  a lw ay s  room  f o r  

a n o th e r  s t o r y ,  h a r d ly  t im e  to  r e c a p i t u l a t e .  S t i l l  o t h e r  

t h e o r e t i c i a n s  o f  th e  news c la im  t h a t  t h e r e  I s  v a l i d  j u s t l f l -

35Abbct; o p . c i t . ,  p .  5 8 .

36 iîo lm es, o p . c i t . ,  p .  2 1 .
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c a t i o n  f o r  th e  f i n a l  u p b e a t  o f  a  p rog ram  t o  be hum orous, and  

t o  " le a v e  *em w i th  a  la u g h .  "37 T hose j o u r n a l i s t s  lAio oppose  

t h i s  i d e a  s a y  t h a t  on many d a y s  "hum orous s t o r i e s  a r e  sa d
OQ

i n d e e d ."  I t  w ould  seem  fro m  p a s t  e v id e n c e  and  s ta te m e n ts  

a b o u t t h e  " s m ile  a t  th e  e n d "  t h a t  Thomas d o e s  e n d o rs e  t h i s  

v iew  i n  th e o r y  and i n  p r a c t i c e .

T h is  i s  one p la c e  w here  Thomas i s  m a rk e d ly  c o n s i s t e n t  

i n  a l l  o f  h i s  b r o a d c a s t s .  He c lo s e s  e v e ry  p ro g ram  w ith  a  

s t o r y  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  hum orous, b u t  o f  a  human i n t e r e s t  

n a tu r e  a s  we have  p o in te d  o u t .  I t  i s  t h i s  l a s t  " t a s t e  i n  

th e  m outh" w h ich  Thomas le a v e s  t h a t  may p e r p e tu a t e  th e  

n o t io n  t h a t  he  i s  n o t  a  s e r i o u s  n e w s c a s te r  an d  i s  b e s t  

th o u g h t  o f  a s  a  " c o lo r "  r e p o r t e r .

N ew scast a  V e h ic le  f o r  P e r s o n a l i t y  

R ev iew ing  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  s t a n d a r d  n e w sc a s t 

a s  com pared  w i th  Thomas*, th e  w hole  t h in g  may be  e x p la in e d  

b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Thomas i s  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  u s in g  h i s  n e w s c a s ts  

a s  a  v e h ic l e  t o  e x p re s s  t h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h is  w ould 

n a t u r a l l y  a f f e c t  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i s  p ro g ra m s . The 

e x t e n t  t o  w h ich  he  d o e s  p e r s o n a l i z e  h i s  n e w s c a s ts  and  h i s  

t r e a tm e n t  and  h a n d lin g  o f  th e  news h a s  b e en  d i s c u s s e d .
-------------
W arren , o p .  c i t . .  p .  21 1 .

O  Q

Charnley, op. c i t . ,  pp. 120-21.
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I n  s t r i k i n g  a  f a i r  b a la n c e ,  t h e n ,  b e tw ee n  Thomas a s  som e

th in g  o f  a  m a v e r ic k  and  th e  q u o te d  J o u r n a l is m  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

i t  m u st be  s a i d  t h a t  "news b r o a d c a s t in g  i s  n o t  o ld  enough  

f o r  o s s i f i c a t i o n  t o  h ave  s e t  i n ;  and  no p a t t e r n  o r  fo rm a t  

h a s  h ad  tim e  t o  become r i g i d l y  f i x e d  a s  h as th e  n ew sp ap er 

t r a d i t i o n .

L o w ell Thomas h a s  s a i d  t h a t  th e  s u b j e c t s  o f  h i s  news 

p ro g ram s w ere  f r e e l y  s e l e c t e d  b y  him  and  h i s  c h i e f  w rJL ter. 

B ie re  was n e v e r  a n y  i n t e r f e r e n c e  by  e i t h e r  NBC o r  CBS 

e x c e p t ,  a s  we have  s e e n  i n  th e  c a s e  when h i s  t im e  was p r e 

em pted  d ue  to  a n  em ergency  o r  c r i s i s .  F r i e n d s ,  c o l l a b o r a 

t o r s ,  f a m i ly ,  g o v e rn m en t o f f i c i a l s ,  newsmen o c c a s i o n a l l y  

s u g g e s te d  i te m s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n s ,  b u t  a t  th e  l a s t  m in u te  Thomas 

d e c id e d  w h e th e r  th e y  w ere  t o  go  i n  t h e  n e w s c a s t .  W hat he 

p u t s  i n  " i s  s e l e c t e d  on th e  b a s i s  o f  i t s  news v a lu e  and  n o t 

b e c a u s e  o f  my p r e - d i s p o s i t i o n  to w a rd  c e r t a i n  t o p i c s *"^0 

T h ere  a r e  c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n ,  ho w ev er.

T h ree  o f  th e  m o st d o m in a n t th em es p e rv a d in g  h i s  s c r i p t s  a r e  

( 1 ) a n n i y e r s a t i e s , ( 2 ) p e r s o n a l i t y  s k e t c h e s ,  and  ( 3 ) c u r io u s  

r e f l e c t i o n s  an d  o b s e r v a t io n s  on  A m erican a .

Thomas d o e s  k e ep  r e c o r d s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s ,  and  

f r e q u e n t l y  w i l l  in c lu d e  a n n i v e r s a r i e s  o r  h o l id a y s  i n  h i s

^ ^ I b i d . ,  p . 11 9 .

^OliOwell Thomas, i n  in te r v ie w  w i th  th e  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  
3 , 1964 .
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c o m a e n ts . T hese  t o p i c s  w i l l  ra n g e  fro m  C h ris tm a s  and

T h a n k sg iv in g  c e l e b r a t i o n s  t o  Army D ay, J u l y  4 , B a s t i l l e  Day,

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  t h e  en d  o f  W orld War I I .  He

seem s a l s o  t o  h av e  made so m e th in g  s p e c i a l  o u t  o f  H e rb e r t

H oover*s b i r th d a y s  and  p a id  t r i b u t e  to  h im  on A u g u st 13 on

th e  o c c a s io n  o f  h i s  n i n e t i e t h  b i r t h d a y . T h e  p e r s o n a l i t y

s k e tc h e s  a r e  a  r a t h e r  s p e c i a l  d e v ic e ,  a  k in d  o f  cameo i n

w ords w h ich  he a c h ie v e s  w i th  p o l i s h .  Thomas d e s c r i b e s

" g r e a t  men" i n  e a s y - to - u n d e r s ta n d  te rm s , s k e tc h in g  t h e i r

w e a k n e s s e s , t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s ,  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s ,  and  th e n

r e l a t e s  th e s e  f a c t o r s  e i t h e r  t o  th e  news o r  t o  a n  o c c a s io n

when Thomas and  th e  p e rs o n  i n  th e  news m e t .  Prom a  J u l y  13 ,

1942, s c r i p t ,  he  r e f e r r e d  t o  Mahatma G andh i and  s a i d :

I  t h i n k  t h a t  G an d h i, w i th  h i s  s e n s e  o f  p a t i e n t l y  
w a i t i n g  f o r  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  p ro b lem s c a n  o u t - f o x  
th e  B r i t i s h  and  he w i l l  t h e n  p u sh  a  s t e p  f u r t h e r  
a h e a d  f o r  free d o m  i n  t h i s  n o n - v io le n t  m an n e r. I  
w a s n 't  c e r t a i n  when I  m et him  i n  New D e lh i  w h e th e r  
he  was a  c h a r l a t a n ,  o r  th e  m ost e f f e c t i v e  sp o k e s 
man f o r  h i s  c a u se  th e  w o rld  h a s  e v e r  s e e n .  I  now 
t h i n k  i t ' s  th e  l a t t e r . ^2

H ere i s  a n  i n s t a n c e  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  s k e tc h  w i th  a  r a r e  

d iv u lg e n c e  o f  Thom as' p e r s o n a l  o p in io n .  I t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  

th e  comment on P r e s i d e n t  T ru m an 's  sp e e c h  c i t e d  e a r l i e r .

B i t  t h a t  k in d  o f  jo u r n a l i s m  w h ich  o c c u p ie s  a  k in d  o f  tw i 

l i g h t  zone b e tw ee n  "mood p i e c e "  and  p e r s o n a l  r e f l e c t i o n ,

^ ^ L o w e ll Thomas r a d i o  s c r i p t ,  fro m  a n  a i r  c h e c k , Aug. 
13 , 1964 .

^^Lowell Thomas rad io s c r ip t ,  Ju ly  13, 1942 from New
Y ork.
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com ing from  a  se a s o n e d  o b s e r v e r  and  w h ich  th e  a u th o r  h a s  

c a l l e d  " o b s e r v a t io n s  on A m e ric a n a ," i s  w here  Thomas p e rfo rm s  

a t  h i s  b e s t .  No one q u e s t io n s  e i t h e r  h i s  r i g h t  t o  d e l i v e r  

t h i s  k in d  o f  mood p i e c e ,  t h i s  k in d  o f  p u t t i n g  h i s  f i n g e r  on 

th e  p u l s e  o f  a  s i t u a t i o n  i n  h i s  own i n d i v i d u a l  w ay; n o r  d o es  

one d o u b t th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  h i s  f i n d i n g s .

T hese a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  p ie c e s  t h a t  Thomas h a s  w r i t t e n  

h im s e l f ,  f o r  t h e r e  i s  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  " g h o s t - w r i t i n g " th e  

im p re s s io n s  w h ich  he r e l a y e d  on h i s  lo n g  t r e k  th ro u g h  s m a ll  

tow ns i n  th e  W est i n  1963 . Of th e  t h r e e  " th em es"  w h ich  

r e c u r  r e g u l a r l y  i n  a lm o s t  a l l  o f  Thomas* s c r i p t s  i t  i s  th e s e  

" im p re s s io n s "  w h ich  th e  a u th o r  b e l i e v e s  he h a n d le s  m o st 

s k i l l f u l l y  and  w h ich  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y .

Thomas b e g an  h i s  o b s e r v a t io n s  a t  th e  o u t s e t  o f  h i s

n e w s c a s t  o f  O c to b e r  10 , I 9 6 3 :

I  am b a c k  i n  my New Y ork news h e a d q u a r te r s  a g a in ,  
fro m  th e  l o n g e s t  J a u n t  a ro u n d  my own c o u n tr y  t h a t  
I  h ave  made i n  y e a r s .  One c o n c lu s io n  I  came to  
a f t e r  I  had  b e e n  on th e  ro a d  f o r  l e s s  th a n  a  m onth  
was t h a t  e v e ry  newsman s h o u ld ,  e v e ry  y e a r  o r  tw o , 
make a  d o w n - to - e a r th  t r i p  th ro u g h  th e  s m a l l e r  
p l a c e s  o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y  o f  o u r s .

Take B o is e , f o r  ex am p le , w here  a l l  th e  news th e y  
u se  comes o v e r  th e  in te r m o u n ta in  r e g i o n a l  w i r e .
Out t h e r e  i n  Id a h o , I  n o te d  how f r e s h  and  human 
th e  l i n e  o f  news a p p e a re d  to  b e .  To make room  
f o r  a l l  t h e  l o c a l  news th e y  h av e  t o  th ro w  o u t  a  
l o t  o f  f o r e i g n  d i s p a t c h e s .  B u t th e  p r e s s  a s s o c i 
a t i o n  men k e ep  a l l  th e  d r a m a t ic ,  th e  c o l o r f u l ,  
t h e  odd i te m s ,  a l l  th e  h u m a n s b o r ie s .

So no w onder i t * s  a  b r i g h t  w i r e — l i v e l y  w i th  th e  
d o in g s  o f  p e o p le ,  a  p a g e a n t o f  m ank ind , i n s t e a d
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o f  a  compendium  o f  s o l e m n i t i e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
p o l i t i c s . 43

Thomas h a s  a l s o  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  r e s t a t e d  some o f  h i s  own 

p h i lo s o p h y  o f  th e  news i n  t h a t  l a s t  l i n e :  a  " b r i g h t  w ir e "  

a s  opposed  t o  th e  " so le m n ."

The Human I n t e r e s t  R e p o r te r

I t  w ould be a  m is ta k e ,  i n  th e  o p in io n  o f  t h i s  w r i t e r ,  

t o  c a s t  to o  h eav y  a  m a n tle  on Thomas who i s  avow ed ly  a  

" t r o u b a d o r , " a  r e p o r t e r  o f  th e  " p a g e a n try  o f  a l l  l i f e . "

He may o r  may n o t  be a  s e r i o u s  news a n a l y s t  and  i t  i s  d o u b t

f u l  w h e th e r  he i s  t r u l y  a  m o u ld e r and s h a p e r  o f  o p in io n .

I n  th e  1945  ro u n d -u p  o f  f o u r t e e n  le a d in g  n ew sp ap er and

r a d i o  co m m en ta to rs  by  Bulm an, Thomas i s  n o t  in c lu d e d .  Y et

W a lte r  W inehe11 , Drew P e a rs o n , and  D o ro th y  Thompson a r e

in c lu d e d .  I n  h i s  fo re w o rd , Bulman e x p re s s e s  some v iew s

c o n c e rn in g  th e  r i s i n g  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  com m en ta to r i n

A m erican  l i f e  :

T hese  c o lu m n is ts  and  co m m en ta to rs  a r e  th e  
D e lp h ic  O ra c le s  o f  to d a y .  To them  th e  A m erican  
p u b l ic  g o e s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  s p e c i a l  news t i d b i t s , 
t o  have  i t s  c u r i o s i t y  s a t i s f i e d  by  th e  a i r i n g  
o f  p o l i t i c a l  and  s o c i a l  b a c k s t a i r s  g o s s ip ,  to  
s e e k  h e lp  i n  d i s e n t a n g l i n g  and  c o - o r d in a t in g  
c o m p lic a te d  and c o n f l i c t i n g  news r e p o r t s ,  and 
l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  i n  s e a r c h  o f  read y -m ad e  
o p in io n s  w h ich  one may a d o p t  a s  o n e 's  own w i th o u t  
in d u lg in g  i n  a n y th in g  so  u n p le a s a n t  a s  m e n ta l  
l a b o r . 44

" ^3Lowe11 Thomas radio news s c r ip t ,  October 10, I963 .

44sulman, op. c i t . ,  p . v i i .
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Bulm an g o e s  o n  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  th e  A m erican  p u b l ic  

i s  o f f e r e d  a  c o n s id e r a b le  v a r i e t y  o f  comment on th e  a i r .

T h is  r a n g e s  fro m  W a lte r  L ippm ann, "a  man o f  r a r e  i n t e l l i 

g e n ce  an d  b ro a d  e x p e r i e n c e , " t o  W a lte r  W in c h e ll  whom h e  

d e c r i e s  a s  a  k e y h o le  p e e p e r .  B u t h e  d o es b e l i e v e  t h a t  

c o lu m n is ts  and  co m m en ta to rs  h av e  a  trem en d o u s i n f lu e n c e  i n  

m o ld in g  t h e  o p in io n s  o f  a d i i l t  A m e ric a n s . He s a y s :  "What 

t h e s e  o r a c l e s  t h i n k  r e p r e s e n t s  i n  a  v e ry  l a r g e  m e a su re  w hat 

th e  g r e a t  A m erican  p u b l ic  t h i n k s . "^5

C o n c e rn in g  th e  p la c e  and th e  r e l a t i v e  im p o r ta n c e  i n  

news b r o a d c a s t in g  w h ic h  L o w ell Thomas o c c u p ie s  h a s  b e e n  

one o f  th e  t a s k s  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  One i s  o b l ig e d  to  

o f f e r  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "co m m en ta to r"  and  " a n a l y s t "  a t  th e  

en d  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  t o  se e  how Thomas m e a su re s  up  t o  e x p e c 

t a t i o n s .  I t  i s  known f o r  c e r t a i n ,  how ever, t h a t  h e  

c a p i t a l i z e s  o n  th e  human i n t e r e s t  s t o r y ;  and  w i th  t h i s  i n  

m ind th e  a u th o r  tu r n e d  to  F ra n k  L u th e r  M ott f o r  a  f i n a l  word 

on  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  human i n t e r e s t  s t o r y  i n  th e  news g a t h e r 

in g  and  d i s s e m in a t io n  p r o c e s s .

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  M ott d e f i n e s  th e  c o n c e p t:  "Human i n t e r 

e s t  news i s  a  r e p o r t  w h ich  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  n o t  b e c a u se  o f  th e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  s p e c i f i c  e v e n t  o r  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t e d ,  b u t  

b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  am using  o r  p a t h e t i c ,  s t r i k i n g  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  

a s  a  b i t  o f  t h e  t e x t u r e  o f  o u r  human l i f e . " ^ ^  I t  i s  a l s o

45Ib id .

^ ^ P ra n k  L u th e r  M o tt, The News i n  A m erica  (C am bridge: 
H a rv a rd  U n i v e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 2 ) , p .  6 4 .
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known t h a t  ccmmonly h u m a n - in te r e s t  s t o r i e s  g e t  a n  e a s y  emo

t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e .  They a r e  a t t r a c t i v e  and  r e a d a b le ;  th e y  a r e  

" s o f t "  n ew s. M ott p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  p e rh a p s  i t  i s  enough t h a t  

h u m a n - in te r e s t  s t o r i e s  s h o u ld  be e n t e r t a i n i n g . "  We a l l  n eed  

d i v e r s i o n ,  and  su c h  w r i t i n g ,  i f  done w i th  s k i l l  sutid r e s t r a i n t ,  

m akes a d m ira b le  r e a d i n g .  M oreover, a  good c a s e  may be made 

f o r  th e  e s s e n t i a l  Im p o rta n c e  o f  l i t t l e  s t o r i e s  o f  common 

l i f e . "47

M o tt c o n c lu d e s  h i s  o b s e r v a t io n s  a b o u t th e  n a tu r e  and  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  h u m a n - in te r e s t  s t o r y  b y  s a y in g  t h a t  

th e s e  i te m s  have  m ean ing  o n ly  a s  th e y  a r e  e x p e r t l y  draw n 

and  c h o se n  to  r e p r e s e n t  th e  l i f e  a b o u t  u s ,  and  th e n  " p r e 

s e n te d  w i th  th e  d e f t n e s s  and  r e s t r a i n t  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  

c r a f t s m a n . "4® O c c a s io n a l ly  a  t a l e n t e d  r e p o r t e r  w r i t e s  a  

m a s te r p ie c e  i n  t h i s  g e n re ;  he  may, t h e r e f o r e ,  be  a  m ino r 

B a lz a c  o r  D ic k e n s . The d a n g e r ,  a s  M ott i n d i c a t e s ,  i s  

b l a t a n c y , s t r i v i n g  f o r  e f f e c t ,  i n s i n c e r i t y ,  p a t  le s s o n s  i n  

m o r a l i t y . One m ig h t s t a t e  t h a t  so  much d ep en d s on who i s  

w r i t i n g  o r  t e l l i n g  th e  h u m a n - in te r e s t  s t o r y .

P u r p o s e f u l  and  in f o r m a t iv e  w r i t i n g  h a s  a n  e s t h e t i c  o f  

i t s  own. "To r e a l l y  s t r e n u o u s  m in d s , " s a id  W a lte r  P a t e r ,  

" t h e r e  i s  p l e a s u r a b l e  s t im u lu s  i n  g r a s p in g  th e  w r i t e r ' s  

c h a l le n g e  an d  i n  s h a r in g  h i s  s e n s e . "  W ri t in g  w i th  th e  

d o u b le  p u rp o s e  o f  i n s t r u c t i n g  th e  m ind and p l e a s in g  th e

4 7 l b i d . ,  p . 6 5 .

48ibid.
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t a s t e  I s  th e  b e s t  n ew sp ap er E n g l i s h ,  th e  b e s t  r a d i o  eund

t e l e v i s i o n  s c r i p t  s t y l e .

A fu n d a m e n ta l  r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  s t y l e  I s  t h a t  I t  
sh o u ld  be s u i t e d  t o  I t s  m a t e r i a l  and  t o  th e  p u r 
p o se  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  p ie c e  o f  w r i t i n g  I n  q u e s 
t i o n .  The b e s t  r é p e r t o r i a i  s t y l e  I s  s i n g u l a r l y  
w e l l - a d a p te d  t o  I t s  a im . I t  h a s  a  s in e w y  move
m en t; I t  I s  l e a n  and  w e l l - t r a i n e d ;  I t  I s  g i r t  f o r  
sp e e d  and  a c t i o n .  M atthew  A rn o ld  s a i d  t h a t  
* jo u r n a l i s m  I s  l i t e r a t u r e  I n  a  h u r r y . * I t s  s w i f t  
r e g l s ^ ^ y  on  o u r  m inds I s  one o f  I t s  c h i e f  b e a u -

One r e v e r t s  I n v a r i a b l y  t o  L o w e ll Thomas* s t y l e  

w h e th e r  I t  be h i s  v e ry  own o r  th e  p ro d u c t  o f  h i s  w r i t e r s .

I t  I s  so  e n g in e e r e d ,  n o n e th e le s s ,  t o  p le a s e  t h a t  I t  I s  g e n i a l  

and  f r i e n d l y  I n  to n e ;  I t  d o e s  n o t  o f f e n d ;  I t  I s  b o ld  and  

v i v id  and  I n f o r m a l .  W ith  Ohomas v o ic in g  th e  news I te m s ,  I t  

becom es " th e  I n g r a t i a t i n g  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  t o n e . "

Summary
I h l s  c h a p te r  c o n ta in s  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  r a d i o  s c r i p t s  

o f  Thomas I n  some d e t a i l .  I t  was s e e n  t h a t  te m p e ra te n e s s  

and  f a i r n e s s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Thomas* news t r e a tm e n t .  

C e r ta in  o f  th e  s c r i p t s  I n  th e  1 9 3 0 * s, th e  194 0 *s, th e  1950*s ,  

and  two I n  t h e  1 9 6 0 *s w ere exam ined  f o r  th e  o r d e r  and  p l a c e 

m ent o f  s t o r i e s ,  and a  c o m p a riso n  w i th  th e  New Y ork Tim es 

s u g g e s te d  t h a t  no p a r t i c u l a r  lo g ic  o r  m ethod  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  

and  em p h asis  c o u ld  be s t a t e d .  I n  th e  d a y s  o f  th e  L i t e r a r y  

D ig e s t  s p o n s o r s h ip ,  Thomas s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  w an ted  t o  h i g h l i g h t

^ % b ld ., p . 165.
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t h e  I n t e r e s t i n g  i te m s ,  t h e  d r a m a tic  h im an i n t e r e s t  s t o r y .  

Prom  S c h e c h te r* s  book , i n s i g h t  was g a in e d  c o n c e rn in g  e x te n 

s i v e  u se  o f  th e  te le p h o n e  an d  c e r t a i n  " s c o o p s " t h a t  Thomas 

g a in e d  i n  th e  e a r l y  d a y s .  I t  was b ro u g h t  o u t  t h a t  Thomas 

h a s  g r a d u a l ly  become m ore m a tu re  i n  h i s  s t y l e .  An ex am in a 

t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  p e r s o n a l  a c c o u n ts  w h ich  Thomas w ro te  h im s e l f  

show ed n o te d  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw ee n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e m in is c e n c e s  

and  th e  u s u a l ,  o b j e c t i v e  r e p o r t .

The h a rm o n io u s  s p o n s o r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  S unoco , w i th  

P r o c t e r  and  G am ble, c u r r e n t l y  w i th  B u ic k  and  G e n e ra l  

M btors^O  was exam ined ; and  th e  s t r e n g t h  g a in e d  fro m  " r a d io * s  

l o n g e s t  c o n t i n u a l l y  s p o n s o re d  p rog ram  o f  15 y e a r s  w i th o u t  

i n t e r r u p t i o n . "  The c h r o n o lo g ic a l  s u rv e y  o f  Thomas* s c r i p t s  

c o n tin u e d  u n t i l  t h e  a d m it te d  c l im a x , h i s  p ro g ram  fro m  T ib e t  

i n  19 4 9 . I t  was s u g g e s te d  t h a t  Thomas i s  so m e th in g  o f  a  

m a v e r ic k  i n  t h a t  he  d o es  n o t  a d h e re  t o  any  p a u c t ic u la r  g ro u p  

o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  n o r  d o e s  he  f o l lo w  th e  m ain  p r e c e p t s  o f  

r a d i o  J o u r n a l is m . C o n c e rn in g  th e  e v o lu t i o n  o f  h i s  own f o r 

m a t, he  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  d e f i n i t e  o p e n in g , c l o s i n g ,  and  

d e p a r tu r e  " jo k e "  w i th  h i s  a n n o u n c e r .

T h ree  o f  th e  d o m in a n t them es i n  h i s  s c r i p t s  a r e  (1 ) 

a n n i v e r s a r i e s ,  ( 2 ) p e r s o n a l i t y  s k e t c h e s ,  ( 3 ) r e f l e c t i o n s  on

^® In Novem ber, 1964 L o w ell Thomas s h i f t e d  s p o n s o r 
s h i p  t o  th e  B u ic k  d e v i s io n  o f  G e n e ra l  M o to rs .
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a n  im p r e s s io n s  o f  A m e ric an a . Thomas I s  t h e  f i n a l  Judge  and  

a r b i t e r  o f  w h a t g o e s  i n t o  t h e  s c r i p t  a t  a i r - t i m e .  I te m s  

a r e  s e l e c t e d  f o r  news v a lu e ,  n o t  b e c a u se  o f  h i s  p r e d i s p o s i 

t i o n  t o  some t o p i c s .  He was s e e n  a g a i n s t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  

b a ck g ro u n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  Mtott, and  e v a lu a te d  a s  a n  e x p e r t  

i n  th e  h ia n e u i- in te re s t  s c h o o l .



CHAPTER V II

THE ACHIEVEMENT OF LOWELL THOMAS

The Sound o f  I n h e r e n t  A u th o r i ty  

T h is  c h a p te r  w i l l  exam ine th e  o v e r - a l l  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  

L o w ell Thomas; i t  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  h a s  su c c e e d e d  H. V. 

K a l te n b o rn  a s  th e  u n o f f i c i a l  "d ea n "  o f  A m erican  r a d i o  commen

t a t o r s  ow ing t o  Thomas * s e n i o r i t y ;  i t  w i l l  exam ine f u r t h e r  h i s  

i m p a r t i a l i t y ,  b u t  s t r e s s  h i s  i a r t i c u l a r ' ^ o i n t  o f  v ie w " ; i t  

w i l l  o f f e r  a  b r i e f  c o m p a riso n  w i th  Raymond Swing to  p o in t  up 

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  th e  two f i g u r e s ; i t  w i l l  d i s c u s s  h i s  in n o 

v a t io n s  i n  n e w s c a s tin g  and  h i s  h o n o r s .  A d d i t io n a l ly ,  C h a p te r  

V II  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a  s e c t i o n  o f  c r i t i c i s m  from  th e  p r e s s  w hich  

w i l l  show L o w ell Thomas a t  t im e s  i n  a  f a v o r a b le ,  a t  t im e s  i n  

a n  u n fa v o ra b le  l i g h t .

To b e g in ,  a  s ta te m e n t  fro m  Jo h n  Day, D i r e c t o r  o f  News 

an d  P u b l ic  A f f a i r s  a t  S t a t i o n  WHDH, B o s to n , w i l l  s e rv e  t o  

em p h a s ize  Thom as' p r o f e s s io n a l i s m :

L o w e ll Thomas has h e lp e d  t o  make th e  news m ean ing
f u l  o v e r  th e  y e a r s . He h a s  s e r v e d  f a i t h f u l l y  and 
f e l i a b l y  a s  a  r e s o u r c e f u l  b a c k g ro u n d e r .

The sound  o f  i n h e r e n t  a u t h o r i t y  w h ich  makes f o r  
b e l i e v a b i l i t y  i s  p a r t  o f  h i s  'a c h ie v e m e n t ." ;  He 
h a s  t h e  sound  o f  one who i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t some
th in g  he knows and  u n d e r s ta n d s ,  a s  opposed  t o  
s im p ly  r e a d in g  news co p y . T h is ,  t o  my m ind , i s  
th e  e s s e n t i a l  a t t r i b u t e  o f  th e  b r o a d c a s t  newgman— 
an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  w hat he  i s  b r o a d c a s t in g .-

^ Jo h n  Day, i n  l e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r ,  D ec. 2 2 , 1964 .
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The s t a te m e n t  b y  Day u n d e r s c o r e s  a  p o i n t  made by  C h a rn le y

who f e l t  t h a t  t o p - f l i g h t  newsmen m ust go  a  s t e p  beyond  th e

w ir e  s e r v i c e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  have  im p a c t on  t h e i r  l i s t e n e r s .

I t  i s  n o t  enough  m e re ly  t o  g iv e  l i s t e n e r s  th e  
f a c t u a l  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  d a y 's  e v e n t s .  The m ass 
p u b l ic  i s  a  l a y  p u b l i c — i n e x p e r t  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  
m e d ic in e ,  p s y c h o lo g y , e t c .  I t  c a n n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  
t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  and  im p in g e m e n ts— th e  r e a l  
h e a r t  o f  th e  new s—w ith o u t  m ore h e lp  th a n  m ere 
i n f o r m a t io n  g iv e s  i t . 2

I n  t h i s  a r e a  a lo n e ,  w hat C h a rn le y  h a s  c a l l e d  " th e  r e a l  h e a r t

o f  th e  n e w s ,"  th e  a u th o r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  Thomas h a s  c r e a t e d  a n

a p p e t i t e  f o r  m ore i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  re m o te  p la c e s  and  h a s

o f f e r e d  " p e r s o n a l  v i g n e t t e s "  o r  e x p la n a t io n s  o f  t h e  b e h in d -

t h e - s c e n e s  m o t iv a t io n s  o f  l e a d in g  f i g u r e s  w h ich  th ro w  l i g h t

on  th e  w o rld  s c e n e .

I t  h a s  lo n g  b e e n  known t h a t  news b r o a d c a s t s  a r e  th e  

p u b l i c 's  f a v o r i t e  ty p e  o f  r a d i o  p r o g r a m .^ W ith  a l l  o f  th e  

c h a n g e s  i n  t a s t e ,  and  a l t e r a t i o n s  o f  fo rm a t ,  Thomas n o n e th e 

l e s s  h a s  s u r v iv e d  an d  c o n t in u e s  a c t i v e l y  i n  th e  news f i e l d  

a t  th e  n e tw o rk  l e v e l .  An o b s e r v a t io n  b y  Don M ozley o f  KCBS, 

San F r a n c i s c o ,  may i l l u s t r a t e  th e  " a g e le s s "  q u a l i t y  o f  

Thomas :

L o w e ll Thomas was th e  f i r s t  b r o a d c a s t  j o u r n a l i s t  
t o  u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  a  s t o r y ' s  d ra m a tic  im p a c t i s  
n o t  m ea su re d  b y  th e  h a rd  news a lo n e ,  b u t  by  th e  
p e r s o n a l  d e t a i l ,  t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  s i d e l i g h t ,  th e

— - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

^ C h a rn e ly , o p . c i t . ,  p .  3 0 1 .

^Chester, G arrison, and W il l is ,  op. c i t . ,  p . 393*
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human e x p e r ie n c e  h a n d le d  i n  su c h  a  way a s  to  
c r e a t e  a n  e m o tio n a l  im p a c t .

H is v i b r a n t  v o ic e  and  d r a m a tic  s t y l e  a r e  a s  com
p e l l i n g  to d a y  a s  th e y  w ere  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o . T h ere  
s im p ly  i s  no one e l s e  w hose "on t h e  a i r "  d e l i v e r y  
h a s  re m a in e d  a g e l e s s .  T h is  i s  s u r e l y  p a r t  o f  
Thomas* a c h ie v e m e n t .^

I

A c c o rd in g  t o  G ary  S t e i n e r ,  i n  a  c h a p t e r  t i t l e d  "What 

V iew ers S a y ,"  i t  i s  known t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic  i n c r e a s 

i n g l y  r e q u e s t s  m ore in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t t h e  w o r l d - a t - l a r g e . ^  

S in c e  W orld War I I ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n c r e a s e d  a p p e t i t e  

f o r  m ore p r e c i s e  g e o g r a p h ic a l  in f o r m a t io n ,  an d  f o r  f e a t u r e  

m a t e r i a l  a b o u t  p e o p le  and  cu sto m s i n  e v e r y  r e g io n  o f  th e  

g lo b e .  I t  seem s r e a s o n a b le  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  L o w ell Thomas 

h a s  p ro v id e d  t h i s  k in d  o f  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  t h a t  he h a s  

s t r e t c h e d  th e  m inds o f  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  o r  v ie w e rs  o v e r  a  

p e r io d  o f  t im e .  I n  f a c t ,  a s  one l i s t e n e r  w ro te  Thomas:

I  a lw ay s  make a  p o i n t  t o  h e a r  you  o v e r  t h e  c a r  
r a d i o  w h i le  d r i v i n g  home a t  n i g h t .  I*ra o n ly  an  
a rm c h a ir  t r a v e l e r ,  b u t  y o u r  p ro g ram s h av e  made 
me f a m i l i a r  w i th  a l l  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  th e  s p o t 
l i g h t  o f  th e  n e w s .o

A lth o u g h  no v e ry  a c c u r a t e  e s t im a t e s  o f  t h e  a u to m o b ile -

l i s t e n i n g  a u d ie n c e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  w h ich  b e a r  on L ow ell

^Don M ozley , D i r e c t o r  o f  News a n d  P u b l ic  A f f a i r s ,  
S t a t i o n  KCBS, San F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  th e  
a u th o r ,  J a n .  3 , 1965*

^G ary  A. S t e i n e r ,  The P e o p le  Look a t  T e l e v i s io n  (New 
Y ork : A l f r e d  A. K nopf, 1 9 6 3 ) , p .  15Ü. “

^ U n s o l i c i t e d  l e t t e r  f r a a  a  l i s t e n e r ,  November 5 ,
1964  a d d re s s e d  to  L o w e ll Thom as. Prom th e  L o w ell Thomas 
c o l l e c t i o n .  New Y ork C i ty .
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Thomas* n e w s c a s t ,  t h e r e  was a  r e p o r t  i s s u e d  two y e a r s  ago  

w h ich  i n d i c a t e s  so m e th in g  o f  th e  "L o w ell Thomas a u d ie n c e ."  

The a s s e r t i o n  i s  made i n  a  b o o k le t  p u b l is h e d  by  th e  O ld s -  

m o b ile  D iv i s io n  o f  G e n e ra l  M otors t h a t  Thomas* a u d ie n c e  a t  

home "seem s t o  re m a in  c o n s t a n t "  b u t  th e  a u to m o b ile  a u d ie n c e  

w ould  a p p e a r  t o  be  i n c r e a s i n g . ?

A t CBS, L o w ell Thomas i s  now th e  ack n o w led g ed  "d ean "  

o f  r a d i o  c o m m e n ta to rs . CBS R ad io  u s e s  t h i s  te rm  i n  d e s c r i b 

in g  h im , and p e rh a p s  a  f u r t h e r  w ord o f  d e f i n i t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  

t h i s  te rm  i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e e  i f  Thomas f u l f i l l s  h i s  own 

s t a n d a r d s .

Com m entary, i n  r a d i o  news u sa g e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  ta k e n  
to  be  e x p la n a t io n  o f  a  news e v e n t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
th e  s p e a k e r *8 p e r s o n a l  know ledge and  ju d g m e n t.
I t s  e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  fro m  b a c k g ro u n d in g  l i e s  
i n  t h i s  s u b j e c t i v e  e le m e n t .°

C h a rn le y  f u r t h e r  e x p la in s  t h a t  b a c k g ro u n d in g  b u i ld s  a  f ra m e 

w ork  f o r  th e  l i s t e n e r  t o  e n h an c e  h i s  u n d e r s ta n d in g .  Thomas 

a s s u r e d ly  d o e s  some o f  t h a t .  B u t t h e  com m en ta to r g o e s  a  

s t e p  f u r t h e r  i n  e x p r e s s in g  a  ju d g m e n t; i t  i s  q u a l i t a t i v e .

He s e e k s  n o t  m e re ly  t o  in fo rm  th e  a u d ie n c e  s o  t h a t  i t  c a n  

come t o  i t s  own c o n c lu s io n s  on  th e  b a s i s  o f  p r e s e n te d  e v i 

d e n c e , b u t  a l s o  t o  l e a d  th e  a u d ie n c e * s  th in k in g  i n  th e  d i r e c 

t i o n  he t h in k s  i t  s h o u ld  g o . I s  L ow ell Thomas t h a t  much o f

a  p ro m p te r  o f  th e  p u b l ic  c o n s c ie n c e ?

^CBS R a d io  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  "A S te w a rd s h ip  R e p o r t  t o  th e
O ld sm o b ile  D iv i s io n  o f  G e n e ra l  M o to r s ," A p r i l ,  1963 , p .  8 .
The r e p o r t  q u o te s  a  N ie ls e n  f i g u r e  o f  1 ,8 1 0 ,0 0 0  f a m i l i e s  a  
w eek who l i s t e n  t o  Thom as.

^Charnley, op. c i t . ,  p . 308.
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I n s o f a r  a s  Thomas su c c e e d s  i n  e x p la in in g ,  c l a r i f y i n g ,  

e l u c i d a t i n g ,  and  e l a b o r a t i n g  th e  new s, he i s  a n  " a n a l y s t . ” 

Thomas e x t o l s  i m p a r t i a l i t y ; he  d e c r i e s  th e  th u n d e r in g  o p in 

io n s  o f  th e  " e x p e r t s , "  and  a s  he  d o es  n o t  h a ra n g u e  o r  t e l l  

th e  p u b l ic  how t o  t h in k  he e n d u re s  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  d e ca d e  

a f t e r  d e c a d e . I t  i s  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r * s  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  Thomas 

i s  n o t  a  p u re  new sm an,and t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  a  co m m en ta to r i n  

th e  u s u a l  s e n s e .  He i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a  "b a c k g ro u n d e r"  o r  a n  

a n a l y s t  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  te rm s  s e t  f o r t h  a b o v e ; and  

a l th o u g h  he  s t r i v e s  f o r  i m p a r t i a l i t y ,  h e  h a s  n o t  s e t  a  

p e r f e c t  r e c o r d  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  B u t he  h as  b een  c o n s i s t e n t l y  

f a i r - m in d e d ,  and  h a s  w h e tte d  th e  a u d ie n c e * s  a p p e t i t e  f o r  

more in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t rem o te  p la c e s  b y  a  p ro c e s s  o f  slow  

a c c r e t i o n .

On th e  m a t t e r  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  we have  a l r e a d y  s e e n

t h a t  Thcmas d o e s  n o t  s e e k  o u t  i te m s  f o r  h i s  n e w s c a s t  t h a t

he m ig h t be p re d is p o s e d  t o ,  b u t  s e l e c t s  them  on t h e i r

i n t r i n s i c  news v a lu e .  And H. V. K a lte n b o rn  o f f e r s  a  common-

s e n s e  s t r i c t u r e  to  th e  m a t t e r ;

The r a d io  news a n a l y s t  c a n n o t  and s h o u ld  n o t  
f u n c t i o n  a s  a n  o p in io n  m ak e r. He c a n n o t make 
h im s e l f  th e  medium f o r  t h e  p a s s io n a te  e x p r e s s io n  
o f  b e l i e f s  o r  th e  v iew s o f  m in o r i ty  o p in io n s .

No news a n a l y s t  w o rth  h i s  s a l t  c o u ld  o r  w ould  be 
c o m p le te ly  n e u t r a l  o r  o b j e c t i v e . "

O b v io u s ly , a  s u b j e c t iv e  e le m e n t e n t e r s  i n t o  s e l e c t i o n  o f

m a t e r i a l  and  we have  se e n  Thomas* " s id e - e x c u r s io n s "  i n t o

9 lb id . ,  p. 313.
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f e a t u r e  m a t e r i a l  w h ich  h e  th o u g h t  h i g h ly  I n t e r e s t i n g .  Most 

newsmen, m o reo v e r, t h i n k  t h a t  th e  d i s p u t e  o v e r  te rm s  I s  

som ew hat a c a d e m ic . " A n a ly s ts "  and "co m m en ta to rs"  a l i k e  

h ave  s a i d  t h a t  th e  CBS d e f i n i t i o n  o f  P a u l "White o r  an y  

o t h e r  d e f i n i t i o n  makes l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  I n  t h e i r  w o rk . 

Thomas, f o r  I n s t a n c e ,  l i k e s  n e i t h e r  te rm .

I n  C h a p te r  V I t  Was s e e n  t h a t  Thomas had  a  m ore o r  

l e s s  r e g u l a r  fo rm a t f o r  h i s  news show, and a  s e t  o f  p r i n 

c i p l e s  o p e r a t iv e  t o  h e lp  him  s e l e c t  I te m s ;  b u t  t h a t  he 

p la y e d  e a c h  e v e n in g * s  p rog ram  "by e a r » "  H ow ever, one o f  

th e  s t a n d a r d s  by w h ich  Thomas h im s e l f  Ju d g es a  com m en ta to r 

I s  w h e th e r  th e  man e n jo y s  and e x e r c i s e s  f ree d o m  o f  

e x p r e s s io n .  He h as  s t a t e d  b o th  t o  h i s  s p o n s o r s  and  to  

n e tw o rk  o f f i c i a l s  and  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  h e  h a s  a lw ay s 

e n jo y e d  unham pered  fre e d o m . He I s  n o t  a  c r u s a d e r  o r  an  

" u p - I l f t e r "  b u t  he  d o e s  have  a  p o i n t  o f  v ie w .

T h a t p o in t  o f  v iew  I s  a c t i v e l y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ;  I t  

g o e s  so  f a r  In  a  c o n c r e te  f a s h io n  a s  t o  p rom pt him  to  

s t a t e  on h i s  own l e t t e r h e a d  "S u p p o rt th e  U .N ." An exam

i n a t i o n  o f  Thom as’ s c r i p t s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  he  n e v e r  a d v o c a te d  

a n y  one c o u rs e  o f  a c t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  he h as  b e e n  s y m p a th e tic  

t o  v a r io u s  c a u s e s  from  tim e  to  t im e , t o  c e r t a i n  f i g u r e s  

from  tim e  to  tim e  (H o o v er, Dewey, L andon, D o o l i t t l e ,  th e  

a s t r o n a u t s ,  and  W ehrner von B ra u n )— b u t  t h i s  I s  b a r e l y
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p e r c e p t i b l e .  He d o e s ,  t h e n ,  f u l f i l l  h i s  own r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  

h i s  own s t a n d a r d s  f o r  a n  a n a l y s t  b y  r e t a i n i n g  s t e a d f a s t  

i m p a r t i a l i t y  and  no d o m in a n t p o l i t i c a l  b i a s .

A C o m parison  w i th  Sw ing 

The a u th o r  had  b een  r e a d in g  Raymond S w in g 's  Good 

E v e n in g ; A P r o f e s s i o n a l  Memoir a f t e r  i t  a p p e a re d  and  f e l t  

t h a t  a  s h o r t  c o m p a riso n  w i th  Thomas w ould  be u s e f u l .  I n  

one s e n s e ,  th e y  a r e  a t  o p p o s i te  e x tre m e s  o f  th e  news com

m e n ta ry  sp e c tru m  b o th  i n  s t y l e  and i n  p e r s o n a l i t y .  To 

c o n t r a s t  th e  " h ig h  s e r i o u s n e s s "  o f  Raymond Swing w i th  th e  

m e rr im e n t and  p l a y f u l n e s s  o f  Thomas m ig h t n o t  be p r o f i t 

a b le ,  f o r  th e  two men a r e  o f  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  te m p e r

a m e n ts . Sw ing e v i d e n t l y  l a y s  c la im  t o  f a r  g r e a t e r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c u i t y  and  d e p th  th a n  Thom as. P a r t l y  b e c a u se  

o f  h i s  m ore r e s e r v e d  p e r s o n a l i t y .  Sw ing d id  n o t  j o i n  th e  

A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R a d io  News A n a ly s t s ,  fo u n d ed  i n  1942 . T h is  

i s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  w h ich  Thomas h as  b e en  a  p a s t  

p r e s i d e n t  (1 9 4 5 -4 6 )  and  i s  to d a y  a n  o f f i c e r .

S w ing , h o w ev er, h a s  r e c e n t l y  c o m p le te d  a  "m em oir" 

w h ich  r e v e a l s  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  " c a s t  o f  m in d ."  T h is  i s  i n  

s h a rp  c o n t r a s t  w i th  T hom as' b a c k g ro u n d , t r a i n i n g ,  and
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I n t e r e s t .  I t  i s  d e c id e d ly  i n t e l l e c t u a l .  Swing h a s  had  

f i n a n c i a l  t r o u b l e s ,  and  h a s  had  d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  Jo b s  

fro m  tim e  t o  tim e  owing t o  h i s  o u ts p o k e n n e s s .  Thomas h a s

no f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and  h a s  l i t e r a l l y  "b een  on to p "

s in c e  1 9 3 0 . Sw ing m akes two r e f e r e n c e s  i n  h i s  book  w h ich  

i n d i r e c t l y  th ro w  l i g h t  on  Thom as. F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  he  s t a t e s  

t h a t  Thomas h a s  b e e n  a  p u b l ic  f i g u r e  f a r  lo n g e r  th a n  h e ,  and  

t h a t  Thomas h a s  w orn  th e  m i l l i o n a i r e ' s  c lo a k  o f  s u c c e s s  

w i th  becom ing  m o d e s ty  f o r  a  v e r y  lo n g  p e r io d :  a b o u t  t h i r t y -  

f i v e  y e a r s .  S e c o n d ly , Swing h a s  s t a t e d ,  on th e  m a t t e r  o f  

" fam e " : '

N ot t h a t  I  am s o  a s c e t i c  a s  t o  d i s p a r a g e  s u c c e s s ;
f a r  fro m  i t .  I  e n jo y e d  i t  im m en se ly . I t  was
i n t o x i c a t i n g ,  c h a l le n g in g ,  and  re w a rd in g  i n  many 
w ay s. One o f  them  was t h a t  i t  b ro u g h t  me i n t o  
c o n t a c t  w i th  th e  men who w ere  l e a d in g  th e  c o u n t r y .
I t  g a v e  me s t a t u s  and  won me r e s p e c t .  B ut I  am 
m ore n o rm a l and  s p i r i t u a l l y  b e t t e r  o f f  b e in g  
o b s c u r e .10

I f  th e  w r i t e r  may h a z a rd  a n  o p in io n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  c a n  be 

s a i d  t h a t  Thomas a l s o  p r o f i t e d  fro m  b e in g  w e l l  e n sc o n c e d  i n  

t h e  " e s t a b l i s h m e n t"  and  t h a t  h e ,  t o o ,  p r o f i t e d  fro m  h a v in g  

th e  e a r  o f  P r e s i d e n t s ,  s ta te s m e n ,  and  th e  VIPs o f  t h i s  

c o u n t r y .  B u t he  i s  te m p e ra m e n ta l ly  m ore o f  a  showman and 

b e t t e r  u se d  t o  th e  s p o t l i g h t .  Thomas t h r i v e s  on i t .  I t  i s  

n o rm al f o r  h im  t o  be i n  t h e  t h i c k  o f  t h i n g s ,  and  h e  w ould

^*^Raymond Sw ing, Good E v e n in g : A P r o f e s s io n a l  Memoir 
(New Y ork : Heir c o u r t .  B ra ce  & W orld , 19& 4), p .  l d $ .
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n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  o b s c u r i t y .  Y et I t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  ThomaB 

i s  e n t i r e l y  g e a re d  f o r  p o p u la r^  co m m erc ia l s u c c e s s .

Swing c o n t in u e s  w i th  h i s  "m em oir" and  sp e a k s  o f  th e

a p ex  o f  h i s  c a r e e r ,  when i n  1938 h e  was t h e  t h i r d  m ost

p o p u la r  com m enta to r i n  th e  n a t i o n :

As a  r e s u l t  o f  a d d r e s s in g  a  l a r g e r  n a t i o n a l  
a u d ie n c e ,  my name by 1938 , a p p e a re d  f o r  th e  
f i r s t  t im e  i n  one o f  th e  p o l l s  o f  r a d i o  e d i t o r s  
v o t in g  f o r  w hat th e y  c o n s id e r e d  th e  b e s t  p rog ram s 
o f  r a d i o .  I  came in  t h i r d  a f t e r  H. V. K a lte n b o rn  
and L o w ell Thomas a s  th e  b e s t  news c o m m en ta to r.

T h ere  w ere  many o t h e r s .  E ach  had  h i s  d i f f e r e n t  
b a c k g ro u n d , d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e ,  d i f f e r e n t  im p a c t .
Many o f  them  w ere  h i g h ly  c o m p e te n t . I t  was a  
good epoch  f o r  c o m m e ria to rs .H

Thomas h a s  won a  num ber o f  p o p u l a r i t y  p o l l s ,  and  had  s c o re d  

f i r s t  i n  a  V a r ie ty  p o l l ,  f i r s t  i n  a  F o r tu n e  p o l l .  He d id  

n o t ,  how ever, w in  a  Peabody aw ard a s  d id  Sw ing . T hese 

aw ards may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  OJiomas d raw s o r  r e l i e s  m ore d i r e c t l y  

on p o p u la r  s u p p o r t  th a n  c r i t i c a l  a c c la im  and  t h a t  a l s o  h i s  

s t i c k i n g  to  r a d i o  ( i n  an  a g e  o f  t e l e v i s i o n )  i s  sh re w d ly  c a l 

c u l a t e d .  Thomas h a s  fo u n d  h i s  medium— th e  medium w hich  

s e r v e s  him  b e s t ,  and  p e rh a p s  w h ich  h e  b e s t  s e r v e s .  " I  

s t i l l  t h in k  r a d i o  i s  a  b e t t e r  medium f o r  d i s s e m in a t in g  news 

t h a n  t e l e v i s i o n  b e c a u se  m o st news i s  m e n ta l  n o t  p i c t o r i a l . "12 

C o n cern in g  h i s  a c h ie v e m e n t, how ever, p a r t  o f  i t  i s  

a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  h i s  v o i c e .  Pew o f  th e  o th e r  a n a l y s t s  o r

l ^ I b i d . ,  p7  1 9 6 .

1^Lowell Thomas, in  in terv iew  w ith the author, June 1,
1964 in  New York.
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c o n m e n ta to rs  had  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s o n a n c e ,  t h a t  s e n s e  o f  

comnand and a u t h o r i t y  w h ic h  c h a r a c t e r i z e  Thomas. H is  d u r a 

b i l i t y  may be d i r e c t l y  due  t o  h i s  e f f e c t i v e  r a d i o  v o i c e .  As 

c i t e d  e a r l i e r ,  th e  r e s o n a n c e  o f  Thomas* v o ic e ,  i t s  d e p th  

and  c o lo r  and  v a r i e t y  a r e  " th e  envy  o f  p u b l ic  s p e a k e r s  and  

ev en  o p e ra  s i n g e r s . "  H is  a c h ie v e m e n t i n  r a d i o  may be  t h a t  

he  w as, a s  B u r a n e l l i  dubbed  h im , " th e  C a ru so  o f  th e  a i r w a v e s ."

The M agnetism  o f  T ra v e l

I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  c a l c u l a t e  th e  t o t a l  m ile s  

Thomas h a s  t r a v e l e d ;  b u t  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  "h as 

b e e n  e v e ry w h e re ."  CBS s t a t e s  t h a t  "L ow ell Thomas h a s  

t r a v e l e d  m ore th a n  f i v e  m i l l i o n  m i l e s — by  e v e ry  known t r a n s 

p o r t — c o v e r in g  news f o r  CBS R a d io . He*s a  le g e n d a r y  f i g u r e ,  

b u t  th e  f a c t s  a r e  more f a b u lo u s  th a n  th e  f a b l e s . "^3 H is 

t r a v e l s  h av e  g iv e n  him  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  w h ich  h e  c o n s t a n t l y  

d raw s u p on ; h i s  t r a v e l s  have  e n r ic h e d  h i s  l i f e  and  h i s  

c a r e e r ,  and  a s  h e  m anages t o  s h a r e  t h e s e  t r a v e l s  w i th  a  

n a t i o n a l  a u d ie n c e ,  th e y  m u st h av e  had  some im p a c t  on th e  

a u d ie n c e .  H is  t r a v e l s  h av e  been  r e l a t e d  i n  w r i t t e n  fo rm  

(m ag az in e  a r t i c l e s  su c h  a s  The N a t io n a l  G e o g ra p h ic , books 

and  n ew sp ap er a c c o u n ts ) ;  h i s  f i lm s  h av e  b e en  i n  th e  fo rm  

o f  d o c u m e n ta r ie s  (on  I n d i a ,  on A ra b ia ,  on A la s k a  i n  th e  

th e  e a r l y  d a y s )  and  a  r e f e r e n c e  s o u rc e  i n  h i s  r a d i o  new s-

13cB8 R ad io  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  "A S te w a rd s h ip  R e p o r t ,  o p . 
c i t . ,  p .  12 .
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c a s t s .  I t  m ig h t be s a i d  t h a t  when he  t r a v e l s ,  t h i s  makes 

news i t s e l f — a s  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  T ib e ta n  v i s i t .

The e x c i te m e n t  o f  t r a v e l  a s  s e e n  i n  th e  C ineram a 

f i l m s i s  p a r t  o f  th e  a p p e a l  o f  L o w ell Thom as. He ev o k es 

t r a v e l  t o  many p e o p le .  Newsweek a sk e d  h im  a b o u t  th e  im p o r

ta n c e  o f  t r a v e l  and  he  r e p l i e d :

T r a v e l  s h o u ld  h in g e  on a  d e e p ly  p e r s o n a l  p h i lo s o 
p h y . I n  my own c a s e  a  d e te r m in a t io n  t o  s e e  a s  
much o f  t h e  g lo b e ,  i t s  p e o p le  and t h e i r  cu sto m s 
a s  I  c o u ld  i n  a  l i f e t i m e .  I  h ap p en  t o  t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e  t r a v e 1 - w is h  i s  d e e p ly  r o o te d  i n  u s  a l l .
G iv en  t h r e e  w is h e s ,  few  p e o p le  w ould  f a i l  t o  
name t r a v e l .  I n  c h ild h o o d  o r  m anhood, i t  i s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  a t t r a c t i v e  d a y s ,  p l e a s u r a b l e  and 
in f o r m a t iv e  e x p e r i e n c e s .  %  t r a v e l  e x p e r ie n c e s  
a r e  e tc h e d  on my b r a i n .  I  f o r g e t  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
n o t  my t r a v e l s .

D i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  e a r l y  t r a v e l s ,  was Thomas* d i s c o v e r y  

o f  L aw rence o f  A ra b ia  w h ich  s t a r t e d  him  on th e  lo n g  ro a d  to  

fam e . O ut o f  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  came a  b o ok , t e n  y e a r s  o f  

l e c t u r i n g ,  many a r t i c l e s ,  and  f i n a l l y  a  f i l m  w h ich  p a id  him  

f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  t o  th e  s t o r y .  Thomas a d m its ,  " I t  was th e  

l u c k i e s t  t h in g  t h a t  c o u ld  h av e  h ap p en ed  t o  m e.

l^ C in e ra râ a , a  c o p y r ig h te d  f i l m  p r o j e c t i o n  p ro c e s s  
in v o lv in g  th e  u se  o f  t h r e e  cam eras  was d i s c o v e r e d  by  a  F re n c h  
o p t i c  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  G re n o b le . Thomas fo rm ed  th e  A m erican  
com pany known a s  "C ineram a, I n c . "  i n  1952 an d  becam e i t s  
f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t .  He h a s  r e c e n t l y  s te p p e d  down from  a  co n 
t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h a t  o f  a n  o f f i c e r  o f  th e  com pany.

I SNewsweek, Nov. 11, 1954 , p .  8 4 .

iG lb id .
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I n n o v a t io n s

Thomas e x p e r im e n te d  w i th  th e  new medium o f  r a d i o  t o  

t e s t  I t s  f l e x i b i l i t y .  He su c c e e d e d  o f t e n ,  he  a v e r s ,  " In  

t e s t i n g  th e  I n g e n u i ty  and  p a t i e n c e  o f  e n g in e e r s  a s s ig n e d  to  

c o v e r  a  s t o r y  w i th  m e . "^7 He h a s  b r o a d c a s t  from  t h e  a i r ,  

fro m  a  su b m a r in e , fro m  a  p u llm a n  c a r  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  g o in g  

n i n e t y  m i le s  ein h o u r ,  fro m  T ib e t  w i th  a  b a t t e r y - o p e r a t e d  

p o r t a b l e ,  f ro m  th e  sh a d e d  gZove o f  th e  Bohem ian C lub r e 

t r e a t  n e a r  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  and m ost r e c e n t l y  from  th e  G e n e ra l  

M otors B u i ld in g  a t  t h e  1964 New Y ork W o rld ’ s  F a i r .  He h a s  

u se d  h i s  own s e n s e  o f  showmarushlp, h i s  i n n a t e  s e n s e  o f  th e  

u n u s u a l  t o  su c c e e d  i n  t a k in g  r a d i o  w i th  him  w h e re v e r  he 

g o e s .  M oreover, he  b e l i e v e s  I n  th e  " m o b i l i ty  and  f l e x i b i l 

i t y  o f  r a d i o . "  S c h e c h te r  r e c a l l s  I n  h i s  book , I  L iv e  on  A ir  

t h a t  % om as was th e  f i r s t  t o  u s e  th e  te le p h o n e  a s  a  news 

s o u rc e  d u r in g  th e  P re s s -R a d lo  W ar. H is " s c o o p s"  I n  t h i s  

f i e l d  have  b een  m e n tio n e d  I n  th e  p re c e d in g  c h a p te r .

I n  1937 , Thomas r e p o r t e d  t o  A m erica  th e  c o r o n a t io n  o f  

B r i t a i n ’ s  K ing G eorge V I. He was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  d e s c r ib in g  

th e  p a g e a n tr y  and  c o u ld  t a l k  a t  l e n g th  w i th o u t  a  p re p a re d  

s c r i p t .

C e sa r  S a e r c h ln g e r  I n  h i s  volum e d e a l in g  w i th  r a d i o  

b r o a d c a s t in g  i n  E u ro p e  s t a t e s  t h a t  Thomas m ig h t p o s s ib l y  be

Ï^Lowell Thomas in  in terv iew  w ith  author June 4, 1964,
In New York.
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c o n s id e r e d  th e  f i r s t  " d ip lo m a tic  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f o r  NBC I n  

E u ro p e "  b e c a u se  he e x e c u te d  h i s  r e p o r t i n g  t a s k  I n  London 

w i th  su c h  charm  t h a t  he  won o v e r  th e  E n g l i s h  l i s t e n e r s  a s  

well.^®

Thomas also broadcast from Paris and Rome that year 
for NBC. In 1939, he broadcast the first television news 
program for NBC. In 1940, his news commentary became the 
first dally sponsored television program. These may not be, 
properly speaking, "Innovations" but they are milestones In 
broadcasting*s history. Three years later, Thomas left for 
Rio de Janeiro, Santiago, and Lima on an expedition and 
took a recording engineer with him. His flve-mlnute reports, 
on transcription, were used by NBC as Inserts In his news 
program. In 1945, at the end of hostilities In Europe,
Thomas s e rv e d  f o r  a b o u t s i x  m onths a s  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  c o r r e s 

p o n d e n t ro v in g  a t  w i l l ,  and  b r o a d c a s t  s h o r t-w a v e  fro m  London, 

P a r i s ,  and  Luxem bourg. He h a s  done th e  same from  th e  

P a c i f i c  a r e a ;  and  th e  same from  c o u n t l e s s  c i t i e s  and tow ns 

I n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

I n f lu e n c e  on  o th e r  n e w s c a s te r s

T h is  I s  th e  m ost d i f f i c u l t  p h a se  o f  Thomas* lo n g  

c a r e e r  to  a s s e s s .  I t  I s  a s  d i f f i c u l t  a s  a t t r i b u t i n g  d i r e c t  

I n f lu e n c e  t o  G e r tru d e  S t e i n  when i t  comes t o  th e  s u b s e q u e n t

l^ G e s a r  S a e r c h ln g e r ,  H e llo  A m erlca l R ad io  A d v e n tu re s  
I n  E u ro p e  (B o s to n : H oughton M i f f l i n  C o ., 1 0 3 ü ) , p .  4 b .



161

w r i t i n g  o f  E r n e s t  Hemingway. I n f lu e n c e  i s  a  s u b t l e  and  

e l u s i v e  m a t t e r .  T h ere  may be c o n s c io u s  i m i t a t o r s  o f  Thomas 

on  th e  r e g i o n a l  o r  l o c a l  s c e n e ;  b u t  none on th e  n a t i o n a l  

an d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  I n d i r e c t l y  he  may h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  

t o  su c h  d i v e r s e  f i g u r e s  a s  H a r ry  R e a s o n e r , P a u l H a rv ey ,

C h e t H u n tle y , o r  Jo h n  Day o f  S t a t i o n  WHDH, b u t  t h i s  becom es 

g u e ssw o rk  and  s p e c u l a t i o n .  T h ere  i s  n o th in g  c o n firm e d  o r  

c o n f i rm a b le  i n  t h e i r  c a s e s .  B u t i t  seem s c e r t a i n  t h a t  

Thomas h a s  no d i s c i p l e s  on th e  a i r  to d a y .  H is  i s  t h e  o n ly  

" e x c u r s io n  i n t o  h e a r t i n e s s , i n t o  c l i c h é "  a s  M arya Mannes 

r e p o r t e d  and  CBS seem s to  a l lo w  t h i s  one s p e c i a l  p r e s e r v e  

t o  Thomas a lo n e .  T h is  r e s e a r c h e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  m ore w ork 

c o u ld  be done i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  Thomas on 

o t h e r  n e w s c a s te r s  i n  A m e ric a .

Ac c o m p lish m en ts

I n  e a c h  o f  th e  m ore th a n  70 f o r e i g n  la n d s  t o  w h ich  

h e  h a s  jo u rn e y e d , % om as h a s  f a i t h f u l l y  r e c o rd e d  th e  s i g h t s  

an d  so u n d s o f  th e  w o r ld 's  p e o p le s  and  c u r io u s  c i v i l i z a t i o n s .  

I n  d o in g  s o ,  he h a s  te n d e d  t o  make f r i e n d s  i n  th o s e  la n d s  

h e  h a s  e x p lo r e d .  From l e t t e r s  shown t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  

Thom as' o f f i c e ,  he  was i n v a r i a b l y  i n v i t e d  " b a c k ."  He man

a g ed  to  i n g r a t i a t e  h im s e l f  w i th  t h e  p e o p le  i n  th e  c o u n tr y  he 

" r e s e a r c h e d ."  He n e v e r  p e rs o n a  n m g r a t a  a f t e r  a  f i lm in g  

e x p e d i t i o n ,  and  t h i s  m ig h t be c o n s id e r e d  a  m in o r a c c o m p lis h 

m ent i n  a n  a g e  o f  d i f f i c u l t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among th e  " u n d e r

d e v e lo p e d "  c o u n t r i e s  o f  th e  w o r ld .
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Thomas h e lp e d  t o  p io n e e r  t h e  d o c u m e n ta ry  f i l m  w h ich  

d e r iv e d  p a r t l y  fro m  th e  te c h n iq u e  o f  th e  n e w s r e e l .  T h is  was 

f i r s t  s e e n  i n  h i s  tw in  l e c t u r e :  W ith  L aw rence i n  A ra b ia  and 

W ith  A lle n b y  i n  P a l e s t i n e  when he com bined v i s u a l ,  m u s ic a l ,  

an d  n a r r a t i v e  t e c h n iq u e s .  T hese  w ere  o f  h i s  own in v e n t io n ,  

an d  t h i s  may h av e  in f lu e n c e d  th e  C ineram a p r o d u c t io n s .

During the 1957-59 television seasons, he served as host- 
narrator for High Adventure. He prefers to regard himself 
as the producer, however, of the High Adventure series.

Thomas p io n e e re d  t e l e v i s i o n  on NBC. I n  a d d i t i o n  to  

c o n d u c tin g  T V 's f i r s t  news p ro g ram , he s e rv e d  a a  h o s t  d u r 

in g  1939 -40  f o r  t e l e v i s i o n ' s  f i r s t  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u le d  

n i g h t - t i m e  p ro g ram , "A TV F i r s t  N ig h t ."  D u rin g  1941 he 

c o n d u c te d  th e  f i r s t  s im u lta n e o u s  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  b ro a d 

c a s t s  f o r  NBC. And he c o n t r i b u te d  f i n a n c i a l l y  and  a r t i s t i 

c a l l y  t o  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  a  new e n t e r t a i n i n g  medium . 

C ineram a i n  th e  1 9 5 0 's .

N o te w o rth y , a l s o ,  was h i s  f i f t e e n - y e a r  r e c o r d  a s  th e  

v o ic e  o f  "Pox Ft) v i e  to n e  News" w h ich  had th e  l a r g e s t  t h e a t e r  

a u d ie n c e  o f  i t s  k in d  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  I m p o r ta n t ,  th e n ,  

i s  h i s  c la im  t h a t  h i s  v o ic e  h a s  b e e n  h e a rd  m ore f r e q u e n t l y  

and w i th  g r e a t e r  " s a t u r a t i o n "  th a n  t h a t  o f  a n y  o t h e r  l i v i n g  

A m erican . T h a t s t a te m e n t  i s  fo u n d  i n  th e  p am p h le t i s s u e d  

by  h i s  o f f i c e  "L o w ell Thomas— Some B io g r a p h ic a l  N o te s ."  The 

p a m p h le t a l s o  c la im s  t h a t  IBiomas' v o ic e  h a s  b e e n  h e a rd  by  

m ore p e o p le  th a n  any  o t h e r  v ù ic e  i n  h i s t o r y .
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F u r th e rm o re , Thomas was h i s t o r i a n  f o r  th e  " F i r s t  

W orld  F l i g h t "  i n  1925 , an d  he r e p o r t e d  b o th  i n  book  fo rm  

a n d  l a t e r  on  th e  a i r  th e  s t o r y  o f  m a n 's  f i r s t  c irc u m n a v ig a 

t i o n  o f  th e  g lo b e  by  a i r .  T h is  s t e a d f a s t  i d e n t i t y  w ith  

f l y i n g ,  w i th  a irm e n , w i th  th e  A i r  F o rc e , h a s  p a r t l y  a c c o u n te d  

f o r  some o f  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y .

H onors

Thcanas i s  a  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  E x p l o r e r 's  C lub  o f  New 

Y ork , h a v in g  b e e n  a  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  c lu b  i n  i 9 6 0 . He i s  a  

f e l lo w  o f  th e  A m erican  G e o g ra p h ic a l  S o c i e ty ,  a  f e l lo w  o f  th e  

R o y a l.!G e o g ra p h ic a l S o c i e ty .  He i s  a  member o f  th e  A m erican  

Museum o f  N a tu r a l  H i s to r y ;  a n  h o n o ra ry  l i f e  member o f  th e  

E n g l i s h  S p e a k in g  U n ion . He i s  a n  o f f i c e r  o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n

o f  R ad io  News A n a ly s t s .  Thomas i s  a  Mason, a  member o f

Kappa S igm a, Tau Kappa A lp h a , P h i D e l ta  P h i ,  Sigm a D e l ta  

C h i, and  A lp h a  E p s i lo n .  He i s  a  fo rm e r  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e

O v e rse a s  P r e s s  C lu b . He b e lo n g s  t o  th e  D u tch  T r e a t  C lu b ,

th e  Marco P o lo  C lu b , S a i n t s  and  S in n e r s ,  veurious lo d g e s ,  

and  o t h e r  s o c i a l  c lu b s .  He i s  on  th e  b o a rd  o f  d i r e c t o r s  o f  

t h e  A m erican  S c h o o l f o r  Boys i n  B aghdad.

I t  w ould  f i l l  to o  much sp a c e  t o  l i s t  th e  c i t a t i o n s  

g iv e n  w i th  th e  h o n o ra ry  d e g re e s  Thomas h a s  c o l l e c t e d  from  

19  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  H is l a t e s t  com nencem ent 

s p e e c h , ho w ev er, was a t  B righam  Young U n iv e r s i ty  i n  S a l t  

Lake C i ty ,  U tah , i n  J u n e , 1964 and  h i s  t o p i c :  "The S tre n u o u s  

L i f e . "
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ThomaB h a s  r e c e iv e d  th e  F re n c h  L e g io n  o f  H onor, th e

C ro ss  o f  B e lg iu m , th e  C ro ss  o f  Norway, K n ig h th o o d  fro m  th e

K n ig h ts  o f  S t .  Jo h n  o f  J e ru s a le m , and  th e  I t a l i a n  C roce d i  

G u e r ra .

No s m a ll  p a r t  o f  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  " g i f t "  o f  L ow ell 

Thom as, and  one w h ic h  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  d u r a b i l i t y ,  

i s  h i s  own m anner o f  d e a l in g  and  w o rk in g  w i th  p e o p le .  H is  

s t a f f  i n  New Y ork and  i n  P a w lin g  a t t e s t  t o  t h i s .  M iss Mary

D a v is ,  h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  h a s  b e e n  w i th  him  33 y e a r s ;  M rs.

E l e c t r a  N ic k s , h i s  s e c r e t a r y  i n  P a w lin g , 30 y e a r s ;  P ro s p e r  

B u r a n e l l i  was w i th  h im  f o r  30 y e a r s  ; P ro s p e r* s  s o n , V in c e n t 

h a s  b e e n  w i th  h im  e i g h t  y e a r s .  The a tm o sp h e re  i s  r e l a x e d  

b u t  c o m p le te ly  p r o f e s s i o n a l .

H is r e c o r d  o f  h a rm o n io u s l e n g th  w i th  h i s  s p o n s o rs  

a t t e s t s  t o  h i s  p e r s o n a l  charm  i n  th e s e  m a t t e r s .  When he 

l e f t  a  s p o n s o r ,  he  was g iv e n  a n  a lm o s t  e m b a r ra s s in g  s e n d -  

o f f  and  s e n t im e n ta l  t r i b u t e s .  Thom as' r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  

NBC i s  s t i l l  c o r d i a l ,  a s  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r  fo u n d  i n  u s in g  th e  

l i b r a r y ,  and  i n  s o l i c i t i n g  com m ent. H is r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  

A r th u r  H u l l  H ayes o f  CBS i s  f r i e n d l y  and  c o r d i a l ,  a l th o u g h  

Thomas r e t a i n s  h i s  " in d e p e n d e n t  s t a t u s "  a s  c o n t r a c t - p e r s o n -  

n e l  r a t h e r  th a n  s t a f f  m em b ersh ip . H ayes in t r o d u c e d  him  a t  

a  b a n q u e t o f  t h e  B ro a d c a s t  P io n e e r s  a s  "Mr. R a d io ."  And 

H ayes s t i l l  j o k in g l y  r e f e r s  t o  him  by t h a t  n icknam e i n  c o n 

v e r s a t i o n s  w i th  o th e r s  o r  t o  Thomas d i r e c t l y  on  th e  t e l e 

p h o n e .
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As an  I n d i c a t i o n  d f  l i s t e n e r - l o y a l t y ,  t h e  " s t u n t "  

w h ich  W e s te rn  U nion  d e v is e d  f o r  him  i n  1934 b ro u g h t  a  

q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l l i o n  te le g r a m s  i n  an  h o u r ,a n d  t o  th e  

know ledge o f  t h i s  w r i t e r  i s  a  f e a t  w h ich  h a s  n o t  b e en  

e q u a le d  s i n c e .

F i n a l l y ,  a s  p r o o f  o f  h i s  e n d u r in g  fam e, t h e r e  a r e  two 

t h in g s  w h ich  s h o u ld  p e r p e t u a t e  th e  memory o f  L o w e ll Thomas 

f o r  a  num ber o f  y e a r s  t o  com e. F i r s t ,  a n  i s l a n d  i n  th e  

A r c t i c  was named f o r  % om as by  A d m ira l D o n a ld  M acM illan , 

th e  P o la r  e x p lo r e r  an d  l a s t  s u r v iv o r  o f  th e  P e a ry  e x p e d i 

t i o n .  S e c o n d ly , a  m o u n ta in  ra n g e  h a s  b e e n  named f o r  Thomas 

i n  th e  A n t a r c t i c  by  Navy e x p lo r e r  C a p ta in  F in n  R onne.

T h e re  a r e ,  th e n ,  h o n o ra b le  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  Uiomas* 

c o l l e c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  se v e n  l i v e l y  a r t s  w i l l  g iv e  

him  a  r e s p e c t e d  p la c e  i n  a n  u n o f f i c i a l  "A m erican  H a l l  o f  

F a m e ," w h ich  i s  p e rh a p s  m ore th a n  o th e r  r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n  

co m m en ta to rs  c a n  c la im .  B u t t h i s  s c a r c e l y  comes from  h i s  

r a d i o  c a r e e r  a lo n e ;  i t  i s  r a t h e r  th e  "w hole m an" who i s  

Judged  a g a i n .  The im age o f  L o w ell Thomas i s  a  m u l t i f a c e t e d  

o n e , n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  "Mr. R a d io ."  H is  name h a s  g a r n e r e d  

a  c e r t a i n  m easu re  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  in  r a d i o  new s, b o o k s , 

t r a v e l ,  a d v e n tu r e ,  and  f i l m s ;  b u t  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  h av e  a l s o  

in c lu d e d  th o s e  o f  w ar c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  co w p u n ch er, r e p o r t e r ,  

e d i t o r ,  c o l l e g e  i n s t r u c t o r ,  s p e c i a l  p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y  t o



166

N e p a l , a n d  commencement s p e a k e r .  H is  I n t e r e s t s ,  w ide  a s  

t h e y  a r e ,  a p p e a r  t o  d o v e t a i l .  H is i n v e n t iv e n e s s  f o l lo w s  a  

c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n ,  and  i t  i s  t h e  b ro a d  p a t t e r n  w h ich  we a r e  

o b l ig e d  t o  a s s e s s  i n  e v a lu a t in g  th e  "w hole m an ."

Thomas* C o n t r ib u t io n  t o  B ro a d c a s t in g

I n  sum, w ha t i s  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  b r o a d c a s t in g ?  I t  

i s  n o t  l im i t e d  t o  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  o r  f o r  s e t t i n g  a  c e r t a i n  

s t y l e  i n  n e w s c a s t in g .  The w r i t e r  p ro p o s e s  t h a t  Thomas i s  

b rfl8 w icastin g * s m o st d u r a b le  p e r s o n a l i t y  and  i s  a  l i v i n g  

exam ple  o f  s ta m in a  i n  th e  e p h e m e ra l w o rld  o f  b r o a d c a s t in g  

p e r f o r m e r s .  He may s e r v e  t o  p ro v e  t o  s t u d e n t s  o f  b r o a d c a s t 

in g  t h a t  one c a n , in d e e d , make a  l i f e t i m e  c a r e e r  o f  p r o f e s 

s i o n a l  b r o a d c a s t in g ,  and  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  he s t a n d s  l i k e  a  

Rock o f  G i b r a l t a r .  M oreover, Thom as' c o n t r i b u t i o n  may be 

p a r t l y  " i n s p i r a t i o n a l "  o r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i n  t h a t  he  s ta n d s  

a s  a n  exam ple o f  th e  ru g g e d  i n d i v i d u a l  who d id  m ore o r  l e s s  

w ha t he w an ted  t o  do i n  l i f e  and  h a s  s u r v iv e d  i n  a  con 

f o r m i ty  e r a .

I n  th e  w ords o f  P . Y ea ts-B ro w n , "Thomas* p e r s o n a l i t y  

i s  c l e a r .  W hat he  ^  comes o v e r  t h e  a i r  w i th  a  g ra n d

ISThomas was a p p o in te d  s p e c i a l  p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y  to  
N e p a l by  P r e s id e n t  E isen h o w er i n  1954 and  f lo w n  th e r e  " to  
b e a r  f r i e n d l y  g r e e t i n g s  fro m  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t o  th e  p e o p le  
o f  N e p a l ."  T h is  c o in c id e d  w i th  a  f i lm in g  e x p e d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  
s e r i e s .  H igh A d v e n tu re , and  Biomas* "m iss io n *  e x p ir e d  
a u to m a t i c a l l y  when h e  l e f t  th e  c o u n t r y .
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s i m p l i c i t y :  a  g e n t l y  p a t e r n a l  v o ic e  o f  a u t h o r i t y . T h i s  

was w r i t t e n  i n  1936 , an d  Thomas h a s  n o t  changed  a p p r e c i a b ly  

s in c e  t h a t  was w r i t t e n .

C r i t i c i s m :  N e g a tiv e  and  P o s i t i v e

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  C h a p te r  V II , th e  a u th o r  p r e s e n t s

a  d i g e s t  o f  th e  c r i t i c i s m  w h ich  h a s  a p p e a re d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s

e i t h e r  a t t a c k i n g  o r  p r a i s i n g  L ow ell Thom as. I t  i s  im p o r ta n t ,

how ever, t o  b e a r  i n  m ind two f a c t s :  (1 ) th e  g r e a t  l e n g t h  o f

tim e  w hich  Thomas h a s  m anaged to  re m a in  i n  th e  s p o t l i g h t  and

(2 ) t h a t  he h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  s u b je c te d  t o  s y s te m a t ic  re v ie w

and  c r i t i c i s m ,  b u t  o n ly  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  commented upon a s  th e

occasion warrants. Returning to the first point, Thomas*
o f f i c e  i s s u e s  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  i n  a  r e l e a s e :

H is v o ic e  p ro b a b ly  h a s  b een  h e a rd  b y  m ore p e o p le  
th a n  a n y  o th e r  v o ic e  i n  h i s t o r y .  H is t o t a l  r a d i o  
a u d ie n c e  d u r in g  h i s  y e a r s  on th e  a i r  h a s  b een  
e s t im a te d  a t  60 b i l l i o n s .

F o r  s e v e n te e n  y e a r s ,  he was th e  v o ic e  o f  M ovie tone  
News w h ich  m eans he was h e a rd ,  v i a  th e  s c r e e n ,  b y  
a n o th e r  40 b i l l i o n s .

If these figures are accurate, it is to be expected that a
m an 's  v o ic e  h e a rd  o v e r  su c h  a  s t r e t c h  o f  tim e  w i l l  b r in g  a

g o o d ly  s h a r e  o f  s h a rp  c r i t i c i s m ,  p a ro d y , s a t i r e ,  and

^ ^ F . Y eats-B ro w n , "He T e l l s  th e  W o rld ," i n  "T h is  
Week" o f  th e  New Y ork H e ra ld  T r ib u n e . F e b . 2 3 , 1936, p .  2 1 .

^^M im eographed r e l e a s e ,  "L ow ell Thomas, Some B io 
g r a p h i c a l  N o te s ."  U n d a ted . R e le a s e d  b y  Thomas* s t a f f  i n  
New Y ork, S u i t e  1536, R o c k e f e l l e r  C e n te r ,  New Y ork 2 0 , N.Y.
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d o w n r ig h t a n ta g o n is m . B ut t o  sum m arize  th e  p o i n t  made c o n 

c e r n in g  th e  m ag n itu d e  o f  e x p o su re  a lo n e :  " I n  a l l  h i s t o r y ,  no 

one p e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  so  lo n g ,  so  o f t e n ,  and  so  s u c c e s s f u l l y
pobefore the public as Lowell Thomas.

L o w ell Thom as, h a s  n e v e r  en g ag ed  a  p u b l i c i t y  a g e n t .

T h is  may p o s s ib l y  be b e c a u se  he i s  h i s  own b e s t  p u b l i c i s t ,  

and  know ing th e  p r o p e r  c h a n n e ls  f o r  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to  a  

p r o j e c t ,  he c a n  t u r n  th e  s p o t l i g h t  on a  p ro g ram  o r  a n  i d e a  

when n e e d e d . A t an y  r a t e ,  he  s t a t e s  t h a t  h e  r e l i s h e s  more 

and  m ore a  k in d  o f  " i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o b s c u r i t y . "  S in c e  I 936  he 

h a s  r e f u s e d  t o  g iv e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  h a s  sh u n n ed  p u b l i c i t y ,  and  

u n t i l  1949  d id  n o t  a l lo w  a  p r e s s  i n t e r v i e w .  B ut i n  1949 he 

was v i s i t e d  by  M aurice  Z olo tow  f o r  C o ro n e t m ag az in e  on two 

o c c a s io n s .  T here  th e n  a p p e a re d  a n  a r t i c l e  o f  f i v e  p ag es  i n  

l e n g th  i n  th e  Ju n e , 1949 , i s s u e  t i t l e d :  "The 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  Words 

o f  L o w ell T h o m a s w h i c h  d e a l t  m a in ly  w i th  h i s  " w r i t in g  

f a c t o r y , "  h i s  s t a f f  o f  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  h i s  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  and 

g av e  some b r i e f  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h i s  m ethod  o f  w o rk in g  and  con 

d u c t in g  h i s  news progrsua and  h i s  s p e a k in g  e n g ag e m e n ts .

There was also an authorized article by Russel Grouse 
for the Reader's Digest in April, 196I ,  titled: "Yes, There

Y e a ts  Brown, "V oice F a m i l i a r  t o  M i l l i o n s , "  The 
L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t , GXX (M arch 2 1 , 1 9 3 6 ) , p .  2 4 .

^3M au rice  Z o lo tow , "The 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  Words o f  L ow ell 
T hom as," C o ro n e t ( J u n e , 1 9 4 9 ) , PP. 1 6 7 -1 7 2 .
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I s  a  L o w e ll T h o m a s . I t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  a  f la m b o y a n t s t y l e  

w h ich  m akes Oliomas a p p e a r  t o  be  a  c r e a t i o n  o f  H o lly w o o d .

I t  i s  one o f  th o s e  l a p s e s  i n  t a s t e  w h ich  w i l l  be m e n tio n e d  

a g a in  i n  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  B ut th e  1959 t e l e v i s i o n  p r o 

gram , "(Oils I s  Your L i f e , "  i l l u s t r a t e s  Tbomas* e x tre m e  

h e s i t a n c e  and  r e t i c e n c e  a b o u t  h i s  c a r e e r  and  h i s  l i f e ,  when 

th e  f u l l  s p o t l i g h t  o f  n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c i t y  i n t r u d e s  upon him  

and  h i s  f a m i ly .  To t h i s  k in d  o f  p u b l i c i t y  h e  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  

o b j e c t s ,  and  f e e l s  i t  s e r v e s  no p u rp o se  w h a ts o e v e r .  More

o v e r ,  f o r  a  f i n a l  w ord on t h a t  i l l - f a t e d  p ro g ram  o f  R a lp h  

E dw ards ( "T h is  I s  Your L i f e — L o w ell Thomas" o f  O c to b e r ,

1959 ) ,  'Biomas ad d ed  r e c e n t l y :  " I t  was a n  ab u ce  o f  my good 

n a t u r e .  I  r e s e n t e d  i t  th e n  a s  I  do now. o n ly  th o u g h t  

was how I  m ig h t e s c a p e  when th e  t r i c k  becam e a p p a r e n t .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (w h ich  h a s  b e e n  a p p ro v e d  

b y  Thomas) r e p r e s e n t s  so m e th in g  o f  a  d e p a r tu r e  fro m  h i s  

p o l i c y  and  i n d i c a t e s  a  d e c id e d  change  from  h i s  s t r i n g e n t  

1936 r e f u s a l  t o  g r a n t  i n t e r v i e w s .

Of th e  f i f t e e n  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  him  i n  Newsweek s in c e  

1932 , tw o s h o r t  f e a t u r e s  a r e  r e v e a l i n g :

"Report from Everywhere," Nov. 11, 1957, PP. 7 3 -7 6 .

"Man i n  P e r p e tu a l  M o tio n ,"  Nov. 2 5 , 1957 , p .  8 4 .

T hese  a r t i c l e s  add  f u e l  t o  th e  p o p u la r  le g e n d  o f  Thomas a s

^^Russel Crouse, "Yes, There Is a Lowell Thomas," 
Reader's Digest (April, I96I), pp. 232-252.

^ ^ L o w e ll Thom as, l e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r ,  D ec. 2 , 1964 .
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a  l a t t e r - d a y  R ic h a rd  H a l l i b u r to n ,  and  a l th o u g h  e s s e n t i a l l y  

t r u t h f u l ,  do  n o t  come t o  g r i p s  w i th  a n y th in g  e i t h e r  new o r  

m e a n in g fu l  a b o u t  L o w ell Thom as.

A t o t a l  o f  tw e n ty - th r e e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  him  i n  Time 

add  up t o  v e ry  l i t t l e  t h a t  i s  r e l e v a n t  to  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ;  

f o r  t h e s e  " s p o t"  i te m s  c o n c e rn  h i s  commencement a d d r e s s  a t  

B righam  Young U n iv e r s i ty ,  S a l t  Lake C i ty ,^ ^  a  s p o n s o r  

change  i n  1947, th e  b e g in n in g  o f  C in e ra m a , th e  ro u n d -u p  o f  

c o n m e n ta to rs  a f t e r  th e  w ar i n  w h ich  h e  was p i c t u r e d  w i th  

Boake C a r t e r ,  K a l te n b o rn , and  H ow e,^? o r  p o s s ib l y  a  b u s in e s s  

v e n tu r e ; and  on one o c c a s io n ,  a  re v ie w  o f  one o f  h i s  b o o k s .

O th e r  a r t i c l e s  w h ich  w ere  p e r c e p t iv e  and  i n c i s i v e  

a b o u t th e  w hole  s t a t u s  o f  r a d i o  news h av e  te n d e d  t o  d is m is s  

h im . One w r i t e r  f o r  th e  R e p o r te r  d is m is s e d  him  i n  a  l i n e  

a s  " th e  r e s o n a n t  v a c u i t y . "  C h a r le s  S iepm ann , i n  th e  N a tio n  

g av e  him  f l e e t i n g  r e f e r e n c e  a s  "a  m id d le - o f - th e  r o a d e r  who 

m anages t o  h o ld  h i s  own among th e  New T u rk s o f  e l e c t r o n i c  

j o u r n a l i s m .  "28 S iepm ann*s a r t i c l e  d e a l t  m a in ly  w i th  th e  

d is a p p e a ra n c e  o f  Raymond Sw ing, whanhe h a i l e d  a s  t h e  o u t 

s ta n d in g  co m m en ta to r on th e  a i r .  By i m p l i c a t i o n ,  th e  f a c t  

t h a t  L o w ell Thomas re m a in e d , h ad  a  s a t i s f i e d  s p o n s o r ,  and

^^T im e. Tune 5 , 1964 , p .  4 5 .

27T im e. J a n .  1 8 ,1 9 4 6 , p .  2 3 .

2® C harles S iepm ann , "T 
N a tio n , J a n .  2 4 , 1948, p .  5 1 .

2® C harles S iepm ann , "The S h o r ta g e  o f  News A n a l y s t , "
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s t i l l  commanded a  w ide a u d ie n c e  was a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  th e  

d e c l in e  i n  r a d i o  g e n e r a l l y  and  th e  c o n s t a n t  lo w e rin g  o f  

p u b l ic  t a s t e .

M arya Mannes i n  th e  R e p o r te r  t a c k le d  th e  w ho le  m a t t e r  

o f  p r e s t i g e  news a s  a i r e d  b y  CBS^ and  sh e  s e p a r a t e d  th e  

r o u t i n e  spokesm en from  th e  p u n d i t s . L ow ell Thomas was 

among th e  fo rm e r i n  h e r  c a u s t i c  a r t i c l e . ^9 Y et t h i s  d o es 

s e rv e  a  p u rp o se  i n  show ing th e  g ro w th , m a t u r i t y ,  and  e v o lu 

t i o n  o f  news h a n d lin g  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  r h e t o r i c a l  s t y l e s  o f  

c e r t a i n  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  newsm en. M iss Mannes b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  ©lomas was n o t  m e re ly  o ld - f a s h io n e d ;  b u t  t h a t  h e  was 

d e f i n i t e l y  o u t - d a t e d .

The h u n d red  o r  m ore r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Thomas i n  th e  

v a r io u s  t r a d e  J o u r n a ls  (B r o a d c a s t in g , R ad io  D a i ly , S p o n so r , 

T e le v i s io n  Age, T e le v i s io n ,  V a r i e t y , e t c . )  h av e  p ro v e d  o f  

v i r t u a l l y  no v a lu e  to  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r ;  and  th e r e  was a lm o s t  

no m e n tio n  o f  ïïiom as a s  a  p e rfo rm in g  a r t i s t  o r  r e p o r t e r .  

R a th e r ,  th e  t r a d e  m ag a z in es  d e a l t ,  b y  and l a r g e ,  w i th  h i s  

p i l o t  f i l m s ,  h i s  n e w e s t v e n tu r e s ,  h i s  b u s in e s s  acum en i n  

a c q u i r in g  r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n  i n t e r e s t s .  H ence, th e  body 

o f  r e f e r e n c e s  e x t a n t  i n  th e  t r a d e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  s u i t  

th e  p u rp o se s  o f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  v a r i e t y  c a l l e d  him  th e  "num ber 

one showman on th e  a i r "  and  p r e f e r r e d  a  s h o r t  s k e tc h  w h ich

Marya Mannes, The Reporter, "Views and Reviews" 
(August 4, 1953X p. 17.
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a g a in  was i n  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  th e  H ollyw ood m ag a z in es  w r i t 

in g  a b o u t a  s t a r . ^ ^

Newsweek reported that Walter Winchell's "Jurgen*s 
Journal" was the most popular broadcast of its kind on the 
air in 1945 based on CAB ratings. The article continued:

Jumping 1 .5  points, the program heard over 65 
stations of the NBC Blue Network hit a 7 year 
peak of 1 6. 3 points, a rise of 25 per cent in 
a year. Winchell, however, is topped by one com
mentator, Lowell Thomas; but Thomas broadcasts 
five nights a week, instead of Winchell*s one 
night a week.

R e tu rn in g  m o m e n ta r i ly  t o  th e  a r t i c l e  by  M arya Mannes

i n  The R e p o r te r  w h e re in  sh e  ju d g e d  th e  w hole  c o rp s  o f

p r a c t i c i n g  A m erican  newsmen and g ave  them  a  k in d  o f  r a t i n g :

It is true that a network is known by the news 
commentators it keeps. There was some objec
tion to signing on Lowell Thomas in 1947 for it 
was known that he had a script writer by the 
name of Prosper Buranelli who prepared his news 
copy for him daily. This was not considered 
cricket aboard the good ship CBS News.
Y e t, NBC o f f e r e d  Mr. Thomas a  t e n  y e a r  c o n t r a c t  
when he announced  he was w ith d ra w in g  from  th em .
He p h i lo s o p h iz e d  t h a t  he  d id n * t  w an t t o  be  t i e d  
down t o  th e  s t r i c t u r e s  o f  a  news c o n t r a c t .

*I*ve never wanted to do merely one thing, and 
if I had signed a long-term contract, it would 
have curtailed my explorations and junfcetè around the g l o b e .*3=

SO y a r ie ty T  A u g u st 6 , 1945 , p .  2 1 . 

3 % ew sw eek, March 2 5 , 1940, p .  5 3 . 

32 j4annes, o p . c i t . ,  p .  1 8 .
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M s s  Mtannes d id  seem  to  p u t  h e r  f i n g e r  v e ry  a c c u r a t e l y

o n  th e  p u l s e  o f  th e  CBS h e a r t .  F o llo w in g  a r e  h e r  w ords

a b o u t  th e  e n t i r e  news r e p o r t i n g  e n t e r p r i s e :

To anyone  who r a n g e s  r e p e a t e d l y  th ro u g h  th e  
s p e c tru m  o f  r a d i o  new s, th e  c o lo r  o f  e a c h  b ro a d 
c a s t i n g  sy s te m  em erges c l e a r l y .  The k e y  o f  CBS 
i s  r e a s o n  and  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  w i th  n o t  one n o te  o f  
s o u r n e s s ,  h y s t e r i a ,  in n u en d o  o r  r a b b l e - r o u s i n g  
among i t s  w h o le  s t a b l e  o f  c o m m e n ta to rs .

To one b r o a d c a s t in g  sy s te m  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  how ever, 
m u st go  th e  g r e a t e r  c r e d i t  i n  m a in ta in in g  th e  
i n e s t im a b le  p r i v i l e g e  o f  h e a r in g  th e  w ho le  t r u t h  
and  d e l i v e r i n g  th e  w ho le  t r u t h .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  
w h e th e r  a n y  news o r g a n i z a t i o n  anyw here  ( t h e  p r e s s  
i n c lu d e d )  h a s  a  b e t t e r  s t a f f  o f  r e p o r t e r s  th a n  CBS.

And . . . f i n a l l y ,  L o w e ll Thomas, b e lo v e d  o f  h i s  
a u d ie n c e ,  i s  CBS*s o n ly  e x c u r s io n  i n t o  h e a r t i 
n e s s ,  c o l o r ,  and  c l i c h e . ^3

T h is  homage t o  CBS c e n t e r s  a ro u n d  a  k e y  w ord : i n 

t e g r i t y ;  and  M iss Mannes th e n  g o e s  on  t o  p r a i s e  h e r  f a v o r i t e ,  

E r i c  S e v a r e id ,  n o t  o n ly  f o r  h i s  " in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  judgm en t 

and  c l a r i t y  o f  th o u g h t"  b u t  f o r  h i s  " i n t e l l e c t u a l  su p rem acy "  

o v e r  th e  w hole  s t a f f  o f  CBS newsm en.

M iss Mannes s t a t e s  t h a t  when CBS h i r e s  a  man " i t  i s  

b e c a u se  i t  t r u s t s  h im . Once h i r e d ,  h e  h a s  v i r t u a l l y  com

p l e t e  f re e d o m  i n  h i s  f i e l d .  No d i r e c t i v e s  a r e  l a i d  down, 

no g u id a n c e  e x e r t e d . "  F u r t h e r ,  sh e  q u o te s  F re d  W. F r i e n d ly  

a s  s a y in g  t h a t  e a c h  newsman c n th e  CBS s t a f f  a b id e d  by  h i s  

own code and  c o n s c ie n c e .  I f ,  f o r  ex am p le , he  sh o u ld  u se  th e  

a i r  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l  p r e j u d i c e s  o r  a m b i t io n ,  o r  a s  a

3 3 lb id .,  p . 19 .
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"ftpokesm an" f o r  p a r t i s a n  i n t e r e s t s ,  he  w ould  be c u t  o f f  i n  

f i v e  m in u te s .

Objectivity
M au rice  Z o lo tow  made a  p o i n t  i n  h i s  " p o r t r a i t "  o f

L o w ell Thomas w o rth  u n d e r s c o r in g  a t  t h i s  t im e :

A l o t  o f  w ords have f lo w e d  th ro u g h  h i s  m ic ro p h o n e  
and  a  l o t  o f  w o r ld - s h a k in g  h i s t o r y  h a s  b e en  m ade, 
b u t  th ro u g h  i t  a l l  L o w ell Thomas h a s  m anaged to  
m a in ta in  h i s  e q u a n im ity .

D u rin g  th e  ro u s in g  New D e a l y e a r s ,  so  i m p a r t i a l  
was Thomas* a p p ro a c h  t h a t  l i s t e n e r s  d id  n o t  s u s 
p e c t  t h a t  he  le a n e d  t o  th e  R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty ,  o r  
t h a t  he  was a  c ro n y  o f  G overno r % om as Dewey.

L o w ell Thomas i s  p ro b a b ly  th e  l e a s t - o p i n i o n a t e d  
p e r s o n  o n  th e  a i r .  T h is  i s  h a rd  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  a  
r a d i o  c o m m en ta to r. He n e v e r  i n t r u d e s  h i s  v iew 
p o i n t s  i n t o  a  d i s c u s s i o n .

A lth o u g h  p re su m a b ly  a n  e x p e r t  o" . s s u e s  o f  th e  
d a y , Thomas s t e a d f a s t l y  r e f u s e s  t o  be  a  p o l i t i c a l  
p u n d i t .  He n e v e r  a n a ly z e s  th e  "news b e h in d  th e  
new s" f o r  friends.35

Z o lo to w  c o n c lu d e s  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  h i s  a p p r a i s a l  o f  th e  " o f f i 

c i a l  s t a n c e "  so  t o  sp e a k  o f  L ow ell Thomas b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

i t  i s  p ro b a b ly  j u s t  t h i s  n onco ram ita l q u a l i t y  w h ich  makes 

h im  so  p o p u la r .  I t  i s ,  f u r th e r m o r e ,  a  c o n te n t io n  o f  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  im p e rs o n a l  q u a l i t y ,  t h i s  noncom m ita l 

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  "d ise m b o d ied  v o ic e " — t o  u se  Thom as' own 

p h r a s e —w hich  k e ep s  him  p o p u la r  i n  an  age  o f  th u n d e r in g  

o p i n io n - p e d d le r s .

3 4 i b i d . ,  p .  1 9 .

^^Zolotow, op. c i t . ,  pp. 170- 172.
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E n te r in g  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  i n t o  th e  c r i t i c a l  f i e l d ,  th e  

s y n d ic a te d  t e l e v i s i o n  c r i t i c ,  H a r r i e t  Van H orne commented on  

one p a r t i c u l a r  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  Thomas. L o w e ll Thomas sp o k e  

on "The U n ite d  S t a t e s  S t e e l  H our" a b o u t  some s im p le  p o in t s  

o f  A m erican ism , some p o i n t s  r a t h e r  c lo s e  t o  h i s  b e l i e f s  

d u r in g  th e  tim e  u s u a l l y  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  th e  c o m m e rc ia l. M iss 

Van H om e o b je c te d  s t r e n u o u s l y  t o  h i s  "n o n -co m m erc ia l"  on 

th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  i t  was " o u t o f  p l a c e . "

I n  a  f i lm  c l i p ,  Thomas was shown i n  h i s  s tu d y  a t  

P a w lin g , N .Y. and  he lo o k e d  up  fro m  some p a p e rs  t o  comment 

c a s u a l l y  a b o u t  th e  p o s i t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n tr y  w h ich  

he f e e l s  "good A m ericans s h a r e . "  He had  a p p a r e n t ly  b e e n  

a sk e d  by  th e  p ro d u c e rs  o f  th e  U .S . S t e e l  Hour (an d  th e  

m anagem ent f o r c e s  o f  U .S . S t e e l  i t s e l f )  t o  c o u n te r a c t  some 

o f  th e  n e g a t iv e  and  d e l i t e r i o u s  v iew s we te n d  t o  t a k e  o f  

o u r s e lv e s  and ev en  t o  p r o j e c t  a b o u t  o u r s e lv e s  o v e r s e a s .  

% om as s a i d  t h a t  he  w ould  l i k e  t o  ta k e  a  few  moments t o  

" t a l k  a b o u t  A m e ric a . A bout th in g s  w h ich  a r e  f a m i l i a r ,  some

tim e s  f o r g o t t e n  w h ich  make u s  s t r o n g . "  B ut M iss Van Horne

fo u n d  h is " m e s s a g e "  c h i l d i s h  and  n a iv e .  She f e l t  t h a t  i t

a c c o m p lish e d  no p u rp o se  on a  dram a h o u r ;  and  sh e  condem ned 

Uiomas r o u n d ly  f o r  g iv in g  a  pep  t a l k  o f  a n y  k in d ,  and  f o r

p r e s e n t in g  a  " g l ib  and  o i l y  l i t t l e  t a l k . "3^

I n  a n o th e r  v e in ,  t h e  A m erican  h i s t o r i a n  D ixon  W e e te r , 

i n  TOie A t l a n t i c  M onth ly  n e a r l y  tw e n ty  y e a r s  ago  a p p r a i s e d

3ï>Hantet~"van H orne , s y n d ic a te d  co lum n . New Y ork T e le 
gram , S e p t .  8 , 1950 , p .  4 4 .
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t h e  l o f t y  p o s i t i o n  o f  H. V. K a l te n b o rn ,  th e  ack n o w led g ed  

"d ea n "  o f  r a d i o  c o m m e n ta to rs . W ec te r d e s c r ib e d  him  a s  th e  

" p e r f e c t  ty p e  o f  German s c h o o lm a s te r ,  s tu b b o r n ,  h u m o r le s s , 

and  pompous, He th e n  tu r n e d  t o  L o w ell Thomas whom he  

c a l l e d  a  " g l o r i f i e d  n e w s c a s te r ,  r a t h e r  th a n  a n a l y s t . "  F o r  

s e v e r a l  p a r a g r a p h s ,  W ec te r  re v ie w e d  th e  " e x t r o v e r t e d  l i f e "  

o f  L o w e ll Thom as. W ec te r p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  Thomas o f f e r s  th e  

p u b l ic  "a  c o m p e te n t news d i g e s t ,  p h ra s e d  i n  s im p le  la n g u a g e , 

c o n c e n t r a t i n g  upon  human i n t e r e s t  s t o r i e s ,  d e l i v e r e d  i n  a  

warm, l i k a b l e  v o i c e . W e c t e r  a l s o  d e t e c t e d  a  " s t r a i n  o f  

o p tim ism "  i n  L o w ell Thom as, w h ic h , he  m a in ta in e d ,  p r o v id e s  

a  " h o p e fu l  o u t lo o k "  f o r  th e  end  o f  e a c h  b r o a d c a s t .

He a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  F o r tu n e  p o l l  i n  1940 w h ich

p la c e d  him  i n  to p  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h a t  y e a r ,  and a g a in  t o  th e

( th e n  c u r r e n t )  1945 R a d io  D ig e s t  p o p u l a r i t y  p o l l  w h ich

p la c e d  L ow ell Thomas f i r s t  i n  th e  n a t i o n .

Coming on th e  a i r  e a r l i e r  th a n  o th e r  m a jo r  
e v e n ts  c o n m e n ta to r s ,  Thomas i s  a  g r e a t  f a v o r i t e  
w i th  f a rm e rs  who l i k e  h i s  p l a i n ,  c o n s e r v a t iv e  
t a l k .

*L o w ell Thomas t o  me m eans a  good n ew sp ap er i n  
th e  home* was a  t y p i c a l  l i s t e n e r  r e a c t i o n  i n  a  
s tu d y  made b y  th e  O f f ic e  o f  R ad io  R e s e a rc h .

He i s  no d e e p  t h i n k e r ,  b u t  b a la n c e d .  Thomas i s  
n o t  p ro n e  t o  e s p o u s e  d a r in g  c a u s e s  o r  p o i n t s  o f  
v ie w . Y et a s  a n  i n s t a n c e  o f  th e  h a rd  row  ev en

ST^Dixon W fecter, "H e a rin g  i s  B e l i e v in g ,  " Ih e  A t l a n t i c  
M on th ly  ( J u l y ,  1 9 4 5 ) , p . 4 0 .

3Q lb id ., p . 40.
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t h i s  m i l d e s t  o f  co m m en ta to rs  m u st h o e , Thomas 
was r o u n d ly  u p b ra id e d  by  a  l i s t e n e r  o f  P o l i s h  
d e s c e n t  f o r  o m i t t in g  th e  name o f  a  P o l i s h  p l a y e r  
i n  th e  W orld  S e r i e s .

F u r t h e r  o n , D ix o n  W ec te r c o n c lu d e s  :

L o w e ll Thomas i s  a lm o s t  u n iq u e  among co m m en ta to rs  
f o r  h i s  r e l i a n c e  upon a  s t a f f  o f  g h o s t - w r i t e r s ,  
t h e  c h i e f  b e in g  P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i ,  a  fo rm e r  new s
man o f  th e  New Y ork W o rld . In d e e d , L o w e ll Thomas 
i s  a  f i g u r e  c r e a t e d  b y  th e  sw ea t o f  o th e r s *  ty p e 
w r i t e r s ;  he  i s  n o t  a  man o f  f l e s h  and  b lo o d , b u t  
a  c o l l e c t i v e  p r o d u c t .

He i s  t h e  en d  p ro d u c t  o f  a  c o l l e c t i v e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  
a  w ord f a c t o r y  w h ich  p ro d u c e s  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
c o p y , and  w h ich  Thomas a r t i c u l a t e s  i n  a  c r i s p
v o i c e . 39

S c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h  th e  n a t i o n a l  m ag a z in es  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 *s 

an d  th e  1 9 ^ 0 *s t h e r e  a r e  m a in ly  f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e s  w h ich  men

t i o n  L o w e ll Thomas, and  o n ly  a  h a n d fu l  o f  w h ich  g iv e  a d e q u a te  

t im e  an d  s p a c e  t o  make a  s u b s t a n t i a l  com m entary . Some o f  

t h e s e  com m ents sn a p  a t  th e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  aSiomas, some d i s 

l i k e  h i s  t r e a tm e n t  o f  th e  im p o r ta n t  i s s u e s  i n  w o rld  news 

g e n e r a l l y ,  s t i l l  o t h e r s  f i n d  him  u n c tu o u s  o r  v a c u o u s . P o s

s i b l y  th e  m o st s e v e r e  comment came from  th e  f a r  l e f t  p o l i t i 

c a l l y ,  fro m  a  r a d i o  colum n b y  Bob L a u te r  i n  th e  D a i ly  W o rk er:

L o w e ll Thomas c o n t in u e s  t o  p la y  h i s  r e c e n t  t r i p  
t o  T ib e t  f o r  a l l  i t  i s  w o r th .  What s t a r t e d  a s  a  
s t o r y  o f  m ild  i n t e r e s t ,  much h o o p la , and  d u b io u s  
p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  i s  now f u l l - b lo w n  b u r l e s q u e .

T hose  o f  you  who a r e  c o n fu s e d  b y  L o w ell Thomas* 
h y s t e r i c a l  d e f e n s e  o f  T ib e t  from  th e  Communist

3 9 ------------------
I b i d . ,  p .  4 0 .
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menace must understand that Tibet Is a stronghold 
of democracy. This 15 year-old Dalai lama was 
selected for instance in a thoroughly democratic 
fashion.
Thomas, by the way, failed singularly in giving 
his audience what might have been vital informa
tion about Tibet. He glossed over issues and 
crises in order to give us The National Geographic 
picture. He might Just have mentioned the rate 
of infant mortality among Tibetans which is among 
the highest in the world.^0

Documenting Thomas* Professional Life 
In preparing materials for a doctoral dissertation 

based on Lowell Thomas, the danger seemed to be inherent 
that one would see Thomas altogether too positively. That 
is, that the over-all tone of the dissertation might be 
adulatory. When it became apparent that the most reliable 
source for a living biography, was Lowell Thomas himself, 
and a dependence upon his memory and his files developed, 
the researcher became aware of the problems in writing about 
a living figure who has managed his professional career so 
successfully. Time and time again, the author returned to 
type up the materials or information gathered during the 
day, and found that he had merely obtained interesting 
anecdotal "asides," colorful bits and pieces, often irrele
vant chunks of information; and that these all added up to 
an extensive public relations treatment. Part of the prob-

^®Bob Lauter, "Lowell Thomas, Commentator and Defender 
of the Faith," Daily Worker (Nov. 17, 1949), p. 5»
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lem , ho w ev er, i s  t h a t  s o l i d  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  s im p ly  do 

n o t  e x i s t ,  ow ing t o  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  n a tu r e  o f  Thomas* p la c e  

i n  b r o a d c a s t in g .  P a r t  o f  th e  p ro b lem , a l s o ,  stemm ed fro m  a  

som ew hat s e n t im e n ta l  v iew  t h a t  a  b e lo v e d  f i g u r e  d e s e r v e s  

o n ly  k in d  t h in g s  s a i d  a b o u t  h im , i n  th e  b la n d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  

th e  R e a d e r* s  D i g e s t .

P a r t l y  t o  s e c u re  a n  " o u t s i d e " v iew  o r  t b  o b t a i n  a  

d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on  Thomas, c o n ta c t  was made i n  New 

Y ork C i ty  w i th  t h e  f o l lo w in g :

1 . C h a r le s  S iepm ann a t  New Y ork U n i v e r s i ty ,  by  te le p h o n e .

2 .  M arya Mannes a t  th e  R e p o r te r  m a g a z in e , b y  t e l e p h o n e .

3 .  Q u in cy  Howe a t  A t la s  m a g a z in e , i n  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w .

4 .  Edmund A l le n  a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r i a l  d i r e c t o r  a t  U n ite d

P r e s s ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l , -  by  t e le p h o n e .

5 .  R ic h a rd  C. H o t e l l e t  a t  CBS News, b y  l e t t e r .

6 .  F r e d e r i c k  W. F r i e n d ly  a t  CBS News, by  t e l e p h o n e .

7 . V in c e n t B u r a n e l l i ,  s c r i p t  w r i t e r  f o r  Thomas, i n  i n t e r 

v iew s .

8 .  MLss Mary D a v is ,  Thomas* p e r s o n a l  s e c r e t a r y ,  i n  i n t e r 

v iew s .

9 .  H. V. K a lte n b o rn  a t  h i s  home, by  t e le p h o n e ,  an d  by

l e t t e r .

No le n g th y  comments a r e  in c lu d e d  by  R ic h a rd  C. 

H o t t e l e t  b e c a u se  he r e p l i e d  t o  th e  a u th o r ,  "T here  a r e  no 

g ro u n d s  o n  w h ich  I  w ould w an t t o  be  c r i t i c a l  o f  L o w e ll .  He 

i s  a  m o st a p p e a l in g  i n d i v i d u a l  w i th  a  n a r r a t i v e  g i f t .  He i s
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a  n a t i o n a l  f i g u r e .  He b e lo n g s  t o  o u r  c u l t u r e . M u c h  th e  

same k in d  o f  conm ent was p ro v id e d  b y  F r i e n d ly  and  o t h e r  CBS 

o f f i c i a l s  and  h a s  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e e n  g iv e n  a n y  w e ig h t  o r  

s p a c e  I n  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  R e s u l t s  o f  th e  te le p h o n e  c o n v e r 

s a t i o n s  w i th  M iss M annes, S iepm ann , and  A l le n  h av e  n o t  been  

d e v e lo p e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  f r a g m e n ta ry  n a tu r e  an d  l a c k  o f  

v a lu e .  The names a r e  l i s t e d  m e re ly  t o  I n d i c a t e  some o f  th e  

e x t e n t  o f  r e s e a r c h  u n d e r ta k e n ,  e v e n  I f  I t  p ro v e d  t o  be 

u n p r o d u c t iv e .

H. V. K a l te n b o rn  sp o k e  on th e  te le p h o n e  f o r  a b o u t  

tw e n ty  m in u te s  an d  r e m in is c e d  a b o u t  a d v e n tu r e s  s h a r e d  w i th  

L o w e ll Tbom as. He s a i d  t h a t  I t  w ould  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  be  

o b j e c t i v e  a b o u t  " su c h  a  h a llo w e d  I n s t i t u t i o n  a s  L o w ell 

T hom as."  A r e c u r r e n t  w ord w h ich  he u se d  t o  d e s c r i b e  Thomas 

was " l o v a b l e . "  H ere I s  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  n o te  fro m  

K a l te n b o rn :

L o w e ll Thomas h a s  o u t s ta n d in g  a b i l i t y  a s  a  
r a c o n t e u r .  He I s  a  m a s te r f u l  s t o r y  t e l l e r  who 
knows th e  v a lu e  o f  c o lo r  and  b r e v i t y .  So lo n g  a s  we 
e n jo y  h e a r in g  a  man t e l l  a  s t o r y ,  L o w ell Thomas 
w i l l  h ave  a n  a u d ie n c e . He g iv e s  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  w ha t 
th e y  w an t and  commands a  l o y a l  a u d ie n c e .

Q u in cy  Howe, a n  I n t e l l e c t u a l  r e p o r t e r  and  e d i t o r ,  som e

tim e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  J o u rn a l is m  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  

now p r e p a r e s  a  f l f t e e n - m l n u te  w e e k ly  com m entary  on  w o rld

^ R i c h a r d  C. H o t t e l e t ,  l e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r ,  Aug. 19 ,
1 9 6 4 .

42H. V. K a l te n b o rn ,  l e t t e r  t o  th e  a u th o r  d a te d  Ju n e
18, 1964.
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a f f a i r s  f o r  ABC R a d io , and  p a r t i c i p a t e s  on one o r  m ore t e l e 

v i s i o n  p u b l ic  a f f a i r s  p ro g ra m s . He i s  p r i n c i p a l l y  o c c u p ie d  

a t  th e  p r e s e n t  w i th  A t l a s  m a g a z in e . Howe h a s  s h a r e d  adm in

i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  w i th  Thomas b o th  a t  th e  O v e rse a s  P r e s s  

C lub an d  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R ad io  New A n a ly s t s ,  a  g ro u p  o f  

news a n a l y s t s  \rtio m ee t a b o u t f o u r  t im e s  a  y e a r  i n  New York 

C i ty .  T h is  l a t t e r  i s  th e  e l i t e  o f  th e  r e p o r t i n g  c o rp s  i n  

th e  U n ite d  -S ta te s  and  fo rm s a  k in d  o f  u n o f f i c i a l  g u i l d  w i th  

no o t h e r  p u rp o se  th a n  k e e p in g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  h ig h .

A t t h e s e  f o u r  a n n u a l  m e e tin g s ,  a  n o te d  s p e a k e r  a n sw e rs  q u e s 

t i o n s  on  a n  i s s u e  o f  v i t a l  c o n c e rn .  Thomas was p r e s i d e n t  i n  

1945  and  K a l te n b o rn  i n  1 9 4 6 -4 7 , and  Howe h a s  b e en  a  c h a r t e r  

member s in c e  1942 a l th o u g h  n o t  a n  o f f i c e r .

P o s s ib ly  H ow e's b e s t  o b s e r v a t io n  on  L o w ell Thomas 

was t h i s :  "He d e s c r i b e s  th e  new s, I  e x p la in  th e  n e w s ."  

Q u in cy  Howe e x p la in e d  t h a t  L o w ell Thom as' p a r t i c u l a r ,  e v en  

u n iq u e , p e r s p e c t iv e  on th e  news m akes him  r e p o r t  i t  i n  th e  

j o c u l a r  v e in  he som etim es d o e s .  T h e re  i s  one i n c i d e n t  w h ich  

Howe r e l a t e d  w h ich  t e l l s  so m e th in g  a b o u t b o th  m en. I t  was 

d u r in g  th e  I 956  GOP C o n v e n tio n  i n  S an  F r a n c i s c o ,  an d  a t  one 

p o in t  i n  t h e  p r o c e e d in g s ,  t h a t  Howe b i t t e r l y  la m e n te d  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere no r e a l  i s s u e s — no m a t t e r s  o f  i n t e l l e c 

t u a l  s u b s ta n c e  com ing from  th e  s p e a k e r s  w h ich  he m ig h t 

r e p o r t  t o  l i s t e n e r s .  He tu r n e d  t o  L o w ell Thomas i n  e x a s p e r 

a t i o n  and  s a i d :  "VIhat a  d u l l  a f f a i r ! "  Ihom as r e p l i e d  w i th  

a s to n is h m e n t :  "D u ll?  Why j u s t  lo o k  f o r  y o u r s e l f .  The
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P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  h a s  a r r i v e d  a t  th e  f r o n t  

d o o r  p re c e d e d  by  a  m o to rc y c le  e s c o r t  o f  some 25  p o lic e m e n .

A band i s  p la y in g  'H a i l  t o  t h e  C h ie f* ;  th e  s k i e s  a r e  a  

h a lc y o n  b lu e ;  th e  crow d o u t s id e  i s  c h e e r in g ;  and  s e c u r i t y  

g u a rd s  a r e  now ru s h in g  down th e  a i s l e s  t o  p r e p a r e  th e  way 

f o r  Mr. E is e n h o w e r 's  w a lk  down th e  a i s l e .  T h is  i s  d r a m a tic  I "^3 

Howe c i t e d  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  th e  ways o f  p e r 

c e iv in g  th e  news and i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  b a s ic  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

th e  two m en.

I n  a n o th e r  v e in ,  how ever, Howe was c r i t i c a l  o f  L o w ell 

Thom as. He r e a l i z e d  t h a t  L o w e ll Thomas had  d e v e lo p e d  a lo n g  

e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  l i n e s ;  t h a t  h i s  c a r e e r  had  a  d i f f e r e n t  

s h a p e , so  t o  s p e a k , a  d i f f e r e n t  m is s io n .  He r e c o g n iz e d  

r e a d i l y  t h a t  Thomas b ro u g h t  a  d i f f e r e n t  d im e n s io n  t o  th e  

news e n t i r e l y ;  b u t  he  f e l t  t h a t  " c o lo r "  and  f e a t u r e  m a t e r i a l s  

hav e  t h e i r  l i m i t a t i o n s .  "They d i l u t e  th e  n e w s ,"  he  s a i d .  

M oreover, he  c o u ld  n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  why Thomas had  h i s  manu

s c r i p t  p re p a re d  b y  o t h e r s .  T h is ,  he  f e l t ,  was u n p r o f e s s io n a l  

and  unbecom ing a  man who h a n d le s  su c h  v i t a l  m a t t e r s .  He 

s t a t e d  t h a t  he knew Thomas c o u ld  w r i t e  h i s  own news s c r i p t  

i f  h e  w an ted  t o ;  b u t  t h a t  he had  d e c id e d  e a r l y  i n  h i s  

c a r e e r  t o  d e le g a t e  i t  t o  a n  e d i t o r i a l  a s s i s t a n t ,  and  t h i s  

h a b i t  had  become s ta n d a r d  o p e r a t in g  p ro c e d u re .

Quincy Howe to  the author in  an in terv iew , June 3 ,
1964, in  New York C ity .
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P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  and  V in c e n t 
B u r a n e l l i

C u r r e n t ly  I n  Thomas* em ploy  i s  V in c e n t B u r a n e l l i ,  who 

h o ld s  a  d o c t o r a t e  i n  h i s t o r y  and  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  fro m  

C olum bia U n i v e r s i ty  and  i s  t h e  so n  o f  th e  l a t e  P ro s p e r  

B u r a n e l l i ,  Thomas* lo n g - t im e  a s s o c i a t e ,  c o n f i d a n t ,  and  

p a r t n e r .  V in c e n t B u r a n e l l i  h a s  w orked f o r  "Diomas f o r  a b o u t 

e i g h t  y e a r s ,  and  h i s  m ain  t a s k  i s  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  th e  

d a i l y  CBS n e w s c a s t .  He h a s  a l s o  done r e s e a r c h  f o r  some o f  

th e  C ineram a p r o d u c t io n s ,  and  one o r  more b o o k s . V in c e n t 

B u r a n e l l i  had  begun  t o  w ork  f o r  L o w ell Thomas a s  a  

r e s e a r c h e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  f a t h e r  d i e d ,  and  he 

s t a t e s  t h a t  he  " i n h e r i t e d "  th e  Job o f  t h e  news i n  1959»

I t  was P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  who c a l l e d  Thomas th e  

"C aru so  o f  th e  a i r w a v e s ,"  a  te rm  w h ich  many newsmen seem ed 

t o  r e l i s h  i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  L o w ell Thomas. Y et i t  i s  V in c e n t 

B u r a n e l l i  who s e e s  Thomeis a s  a  r a c o n t e u r ,  a  t r o u b a d o r  s im p ly  

t e l l i n g  a b o u t th e  a d v e n tu r e s  o f  m an k in d . Thomas, i n  h i s  

v iew , i s  "an  o b s e r v e r  o f  th e  human shadow show . He i s  a n  

e x p e r ie n c e d  and  w ise  o b s e r v e r ,  and  knows how t o  h a n d le  

p e o p le  and  th e  news i t s e l f  m ost s k i l l f u l l y .

P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i ,  th e  s e l f - e d u c a t e d  T exan who becam e 

Thomas* " r ig h t - h a n d  man" f o r  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  was r e a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  many o f  Thomas* v e n tu r e s ,  su c h  a s  C ineram a

^^Vincent B u ra n elli, in terv iew  w ith  the author. New
York C ity , June 4, 1964.
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and  was In v o lv e d  i n  a lm o s t  a l l  o f  h i s  e n t e r p r i s e s  and  

p r o j e c t s .  P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a  w r i t e r  and  a  

c r e a t i v e  i d e a  man. The t a l e n t s  o f  t h e  two d o v e ta i l e d  p e r 

f e c t l y ,  an d  Thomas s p e a k s  o f  P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  w i th  d e e p  

a f f e c t i o n  and  warm p r a i s e .

L o w e ll Thomas s p e n t  one e n t i r e  i n te r v ie w  p e r io d  d i s 

c o u r s in g  a b o u t  B u r a n e l l i  an d  r e f e r r e d  t o  h im c a n d id ly  a s  a  

" g e n iu s . " He h i r e d  him  aw ay fro m  th e  o ld  New Y ork  W orld i n  

1930  w here  h e  was a  r e p o r t e r  and  c o lu m n is t ,  and p u t  h im  to  

w ork  on a  book  he h ad  c o n t r a c t e d  to  do w i th  D o u b le d ay . A l to 

g e t h e r ,  h e  c o -a u th o r e d  o r  " g h o s te d "  s e v e r a l  d o z en  b ooks f o r  

Thom as.

R e fe re n c e s  t o  B u r a n e l l i  a r e  h a rd  t o  l o c a t e .  T h ere

i s  s t i l l  comment a v a i l a b l e  fro m  newsmen and  e d i t o r s  i n  New

Y ork who knew him ; b u t  i t  d w in d le s  t o  l i t t l e  t h a t  i s  u s e f u l . ^5

T h is  re v ie w  fro m  Time s c a r c e l y  c o n f irm s  QSiomas' o p in io n :

"U n ite d  We S ta n d "  r e l e a s e d  b y  2 0 th  C e n tu ry  Pox 
s t u f f s  w o r ld  h i s t o r y  i n t o  7 l e a n  r e e l s  o f  f i l m .
The n a r r a t i o n  b y  L o w e ll Thomas i s  p a t r o n i z i n g .
The s c r i p t  by  P r o s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  i s  u n d i s t in g u i s h e d  
and  a t  t im e s  c o rn y .

I t  was P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i  who w orked  on a l l  o f  th e  

C ineram a s c r i p t s ,  and  re v ie w s  o f  t h e s e  a r e  e a s i l y  fo u n d ; 

b u t  l i t t l e  o r  no  m e n tio n  o f  B u r a n e l l i  i s  m ade. He d ie d  i n

^^Edinund A lle n , a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r i a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  UPI, 
NY. i n  i n te r v ie w  w i th  a u th o r ,  Ju n e  4 , 1964 .

46Time, July 27, 1942, p . 58 .
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1959 , and  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  Thomas v o l u n t a r i l y  s te p p e d  

down fro m  C haiim an  o f  t h e  B oard  o f  C in eram a , I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  

t o  become a n  o f f i c e r  o f  th e  com pany; he  s o ld  some o f  h i s  

s t o c k  and  w ish e d  to  p la y  a  l e s s  a c t i v e  r o l e .  H ow ever, f o r  

th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  I l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  b ack g ro u n d  

r o l e  w h ich  B u r a n e l l i  p la y e d  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  t h i s  d i s s e r t a 

t i o n  m u st In d e e d  make th e  p o i n t  t h a t  Mr. Thomas I s  I n  a  

s e n s e  th e  p ro d u c t  o f  a  team  o f  w r i t e r s ,  p r o d u c e r s ,  t e c h n i 

c i a n s ,  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  and  d e te rm in e d  showmen.

One comment w h ich  a d d e s  t o  th e  ’’c r i t i c I s m - n e g a t lv è ”

s i d e  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  comes fro m  th e  R e p o r te r  e v a l u a t i n g

th e  f o u r t h  C ineram a p r o d u c t io n :

I t  I s  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  th o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
C lheram a c o u ld  m anage t o  make so  l i t t l e  o f  
t h e i r  immense p o t e n t i a l .
The e a r  I s  o f fe n d e d  and  th e  m ind I n s u l t e d  by  
w h a t Mr. Thomas h a s  o f f e r e d  u s . ^ T

I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  A lb e r t  s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  C in eram a te c h n iq u e  

I s  u r ia u rp a sse d  I n  p r e s e n t in g  s c e n e s  o f  w ide  d im e n s io n  and  

b r i l l i a n t  c o l o r s .  I t  I s  a n  I d e a l  v e h ic le  f o r  p r o j e c t i n g  th e  

f a ra w a y  p la c e s  and  g lam o ro u s  g e o g ra p h y  o f  L o w e ll Thom as, he 

m a in t a in s .  H ow ever, th e  t i t l e  o f  th e  p ie c e  I s  ’’T b ree  

C am eras— No P e r s p e c t i v e ” and  I t  s e v e r e l y  c r i t i c i z e s  Thomas 

f o r  h a v in g  no p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  o f  fo c u s  o r  c e n t r a l  p h i l o s 

ophy  t o  ex p o u n d . ’’U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  th e  r e a l  fo c u s  I s  on  L o w ell 

Thom as. He I s  s c r i p t  w r i t e r — a lo n g  w ith  B u r a n e l l i — s t a r ,

^ ^ R o b e r t  H. A l b e r t ,  ’’T h ree  C am eras— No P e r s p e c t i v e ,  ” 
The R e p o r te r  (A u g u st 12 , 1 9 5 6 ) , p . 1 8 .
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m u s ic a l  com poser, n a r r a t o r ,  and  o u r  g e n t l e  com panion  and

g u & d e ." ^ G

The w o rld  o f  l o w e l l  Thomas

In  s e v e r a l  w ays, th e  above re v ie w  i n d i r e c t l y  u n d e r 

s c o r e s  a  p ro b lem  w h ich  th e  w r i t e r  found  i n  a s s e s s in g  th e  

c r e a t i v e  e n e r g ie s  o f  L o w ell Thomas. T here  i s ,  i f  one may 

a t t e m p t  a  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  i n s i g h t ,  Thomas* r a t h e r  f ix e d  

ro m a n tic  v iew  o f  th e  w o rld  w hich  he e x p e c ts  th e  a u d ie n c e  

t o  s h a r e  a s  e n te r t a in m e n t .  Maps, a t l a s e s ,  g lo b e s ,  t a l k  o f  

h e ro ic  e x p l o i t s ,  and  c o n v e r s a t io n  a b o u t e x p lo r e r s  he f i n d s  

h ig h ly  s t i m u l a t i n g  and th e s e  th in g s  fram e  th e  'W orld o f  L ow ell 

T hom as." T here  i s  v e ry  l i t t l e  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  m ass e n t e r 

ta in m e n t  t h a t  Thomas h a s  n o t  a t te m p te d  a t  one tim e  o r  

a n o th e r ,  and  a p p a r e n t ly  ev en  a t  72  y e a r s  o f  a g e , i s  n o t  

w i l l i n g  to  t a c k l e .  T h is  m ig h t a p p e a r  t o  be l a u d a b le ,  b u t  

one sh o u ld  a s k  i f  to d a y  Thomas i s  th e  b e s t  p e rs o n  q u a l i f i e d  

t o  exam ine A f r i c a ,  f o r  ex am p le , o r  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  

c o n t in e n t  t o  a  v a s t  a u d ie n c e .

L ap ses o f  t a s t e

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  s im p ly  c u r io u s  l a p s e s  o f  t a s t e .  

T hese  la p s e s  i n  t a s t e  and Judgm ent a r e  n o t  u n u s u a l  p e rh a p s  

f o r  a  man who h a s  p u rv ey ed  so  much o v e r  so  lo n g  a  p e r io d ;  

b u t  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r  was u n a b le  to  f i n d  an y  s a t i s f a c t o r y

^^ Ib id ., p. 19.
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an sw er f o r  Thom as' p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  c h o o s in g  C o l. S to o p -

n a g le ,  t h e  com ed ian , p a r t n e r  o f  th e  v a u d e v i l l e  team

"Sfeoopnagle and  Bud" t o  t a k e  o v e r  h i s  n e w s c a s t  on s e v e r a l

o c c a s io n s  i n  th e  1 9 4 0 's  when Thomas was o u t  o f  th e  c o u n tr y .

Was t h i s  m e re ly  b e c a u se  S to o p n a g le  was a  n e ig h b o r  o f  h i s  i n

P a w lin g , o r  b e c a u se  he was th e n  tre m e n d o u s ly  p o p u la r ,  o r

b e c a u se  he was e n t e r t a i n i n g  and som etim es fu n n y , o r  b e c a u se

i t  w ould be n o v e l  t o  have  a  com ic s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a  newsman?

S e c o n d ly , i n  1935, Thomas b ro u g h t  o u t  a  book  t i t l e d  Fan

M ail i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  p o p u la r  c a r t o o n i s t  0 .  0 .

Sogolow . The book c o n ta in e d  b o th  f i c t i t i o u s  and  r e a l

l e t t e r s  s e n t  t o  Thomas on  p o in t s  r a i s e d  i n  th e  new s; and

Thomas a n sw e red  them  i r r e v e r e n t l y .  I t  was d e s ig n e d  to  be

am using  and  l i g h t - h e a r t e d .

O c c a s io n a l ly ,  he  had  a  c e r t a i n  a d - l i b  free d o m  on

Fox M ovie tone  News i n  th e  l iS O 's  and  th e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 's .

Thom as' a u d ie n c e  f o r  t h i s  w e ek ly  n e w s re e l  was c o n s id e r a b le ,

and  he becam e so m e th in g  o f  a  c e l e b r i t y  i n  h i s  own r i g h t

m e re ly  a s  th e  " v o ic e "  f o r  Fox M o v ie to n e . B u t Time i n

S e p te m b e r, 1935, b e la b o re d  him  f o r  a  l a p s e  o f  t a s t e :

The Thomas news m onolog , i n  i t s  e f f o r t  t o  be 
h a rm le s s ly  fu n n y  i s  o b j e c t i o n a b le  t o  many a  
c in e m a -g o e r . L a s t  m on th , i n  d e s c r ib in g  a  
dog team  s l e d  r a c e  i n  New H am p sh ire , Thomas w ent
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p r e t t y  f a r  a f i e l d  t o  s a y ,  ’T h is  i s  a  m ushy 
s t o r y  . . . m ush , m ush, m u s h . ^9

Summary

T h is  c h a p t e r  s e t  o u t  t o  a s s e s s  th e  o v e r - a l l  a c h ie v e 

m ent o f  L o w e ll Thom as. S ta te m e n ts  c o n c e rn in g  h i s  s ta m in a  

and  d u r a b i l i t y  w ere  o f f e r e d  by  Jo h n  Day o f  S t a t i o n  WHDH, 

and  by  Don M ozley o f  S t a t i o n  KCBS w h ich  a t t e s t  t o  Thomas* 

a g e l e s s n e s s  and  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  make th e  re m o te  and  d i s t a n t  

e v e n t  m ore f a m i l i a r .  Thomas h a s  become th e  u n o f f i c i a l  

"d ea n "  o f  CBS news c o m m e n ta to rs , r e p l a c i n g  H. V. K a lte n b o rn  

I n  t h i s  r o l e .  A s h o r t  c o m p a riso n  w i th  Raymond Swing 

b r o u g h t  o u t  d i f f e r e n c e s  I n  tem p eram en t an d  I n  p r a c t i c e  and  

p a r t l y  a c c o u n te d  f o r  th e  w id e r  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  Thom as. Such 

f a c t o r s  a s  t h e s e  h av e  c o n t r i b u te d  t o  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  

Thom as; I m p a r t i a l i t y  and  r e l a t i v e  free d o m  from  p o l i t i c a l  

b i a s ,  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  th e  m ag n e tism  o f  t r a v e l ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  

o f  th e  e x p e r ie n c e d  news m an. I n  lo o k in g  a t  Ihom as* u s e  o f  

r a d i o .  I t  was fo u n d  t h a t  he b e l i e v e s  I n  r a d io * s  f l e x i b i l i t y  

and  m o b i l i t y ,  and  h i s  v a r io u s  " s t u n t s "  h av e  h e lp e d  h im  to  

w in  p o p u l a r i t y .  C e sa r  S a e rc h ln g e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  Thomas I n  

193 5 -3 6  m ig h t h av e  b e e n  l i s t e d  a s  NBC*s f i r s t  " d ip lo m a tic  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t"  so  w e l l  d id  he s e r v e  b o th  th e  B r i t i s h  and  th e

A m erican  r a d i o  a u d ie n c e .
_

Time, S ep t. 22, 1935, P. 61.
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The g r e g a r io u s  s i d e  o f  Thomas was b ro u g h t  o u t  i n  

show ing  h i s  e x te n s iv e  m em bersh ip  i n  c lu b s  an d  o r g a n iz a t io n s  

th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n t r y .  The m ost p r i z e d  o f  h i s  h o n o rs :  (1 ) 

h a v in g  a n  i s l a n d  i n  th e  A r c t i c  named f o r  h im , (2 ) a  m o u n ta in  

ra n g e d  named f o r  him  in  th e  A n t a r c t i c ,  (3 )  becom ing a  d i r e c 

t o r  o f  th e  A m erican  S c h o o l f o r  Boys i n  B aghdad, and  (4 ) 

r e c e i v i n g  th e  F re n c h  L eg io n  o f  H onor. The tw e n ty  h o n o ra ry  

d e g re e s  he  h as  r e c e iv e d  fro m  c o l l e g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  he 

deem s t o  be o f  l e s s e r  im p o r ta n c e .

A sum m ation  o f  b o th  n e g a t iv e  and  p o s i t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  

was p r e s e n te d  i n  th e  se co n d  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  c h a p te r ,  show ing 

t h a t  Thomas had  n o t  r e c e iv e d  an y  s e r i o u s  c r i t i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  

u n t i l  W orld War I I  e i t h e r  a s  a  com m en ta to r o r  a s  a n  a u th o r ,  

a l th o u g h  he had  won p o p u l a r i t y  p o l l s .  Thomas a s  a  p u b l ic  

f i g u r e  d id  n o t  e sc a p e  th e  b r i c k - b a t s  o f  c r i t i c i s m  an d  came 

i n  f o r  some s t r e n u o u s  p a n n in g  by H a r r i e t  Van H orne and  Marya 

Mannes on s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s .  M oreover, he h a s  b een  found  

g u i l t y  o f  l a p s e s  i n  t a s t e  i n  h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  be " f o lk s y "  o r  

hum orous a t  t im e s .  The w r i t e r  a c c o u n te d  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  

f i n d  o b j e c t i v e  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t  Thomas* c a r e e r  among new s

men i n  New Y ork, and  h e  a l s o  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  " a p e d la l  

w o r ld  o f  L o w ell Thomas" som etim es c o in c id e s  w i th  s u c c e s s f u l  

m ass e n te r ta in m e n t  and  som etim es i t  d o es  n o t .  As Thcmias 

d e f in e d  h i s  own modus o p e r a n d i : I  am n o t  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  

d o in g  a n  e d u c a t io n a l  show o r  w i th  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I f
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e d u c a t io n  I s  a  b y - p r o d u c t ,  f i n e .  The Im p o r ta n t  t h in g  i s  to  

e n t e r t a i n .  A d v e n tu re  i s  p ro b a b ly  th e  k ey  w ord w i th  m e.

T h ere  i s  so  much to  l e a r n  fro m  a d v e n tu r e ,  and  so  much i n 

s p i r a t i o n  i n  i t . "  _ _



CHAPTER V I I I  

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A S y n o p s is  o f  P re c e d in g  C h a p te rs  

E ach  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r s  h a s  b e e n  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  

one p a r t i c u l a r  p h a se  I n  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  L o w e ll Thomas* 

b r o a d c a s t in g  c a r e e r  o r  h a s  r e l a t e d  t o  some a s p e c t  o f  h i s  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  g ro w th . C h a p te r  I ,  I n  I n t r o d u c in g  th e  s tu d y ,  

l a i d  th e  g roundw ork  f o r  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n .  The p u rp o se  and  

d e s ig n  o f  th e  s tu d y  w ere  s t a t e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  some o f  th e  

I n h e r e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  I n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t a  man who I s  s t i l l  

l i v i n g .  A f t e r  c a r e f u l l y  e x am in in g  p r e v io u s  r e s e a r c h ,  b o th  

acad em ic  and  p o p u la r ,  t h e r e  seem ed to  be room  f o r  a  p ro b in g  

s tu d y  o f  L o w ell % om as a s  " th e  w hole  m an ."  The a p p ro a c h  

w ould  be b o th  h i s t o r i c a l  and  c r i t i c a l  w i th  t h e  a im  o f  a s s e s s 

in g  Thomas* p la c e  I n  A m erican  b r o a d c a s t in g .  The w r i t e r ' s  

modus o p e ra n d i  was d e s c r ib e d  b e c a u se  I t  I s  c e n t r a l  t o  6ui 

u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  to  know t h a t  Thomas h im s e l f  

becam e a  p r im a ry  s o u rc e  f o r  much o f  th e  I n f o r m a t io n ,  and  

t h a t  th ro u g h  p e r s o n a l  I n te r v ie w s  w i th  th e  s u b j e c t  much o f  

t h e  b i o g r a p h i c a l  m a t e r i a l  was o b ta in e d .

I n  C h a p te r  I I ,  th e  f a m i ly  b ack g ro u n d  o f  Thomas was 

s k e tc h e d ;  and  th e  d o m in a n t I n f lu e n c e  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  D r . B a r ry

191
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G. Thom as, was shown a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  young L o w ell* s  d e c i 

s i o n  t o  make a  c a r e e r  o f  p u b l ic  s p e a k in g .  I t  was D r . Thomas 

who f i r s t  s t r e s s e d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  L o w ell* s  v o ic e  and  p r e 

d i c t e d  t h a t  he w ould  e a r n  h i s  l i v i n g  fro m  i t .  The young 

Thomas was th e n  s e e n  a g a i n s t  th e  b ack g ro u n d  o f  C r ip p le  

C re e k , C o lo ra d o , th e  m in in g  camp, and  o th e r  in f o r m a t iv e  

i n f lu e n c e s  a t  t h i s  t im e .  N ex t, h i s  c o l l e g e  e x p e r ie n c e s  a t  

N o r th e rn  I n d ia n a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C h icago  K en t, a n d , f i n a l l y ,  

P r in c e to n  w ere  re v ie w e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  a  p a t t e r n .  G radu

a l l y  a  p a t t e r n  o f  d o m in a n t i n t e r e s t  d e v e lo p e d  w h ich  e x p re s s e d  

i t s e l f  i n  Thomas* l e c t u r i n g  on A la s k a , h i s  f i lm -m a k in g  

t h e r e ,  and  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  o r  e x p lo r e  th e  g lo b e .

C h a p te r  I I I  o u t l i n e s  Thomas* r a d i o  c a r e e r  a s  su c h , 

d i s c u s s i n g  i t  i n  te rm s  o f  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  en h an ce  h i s  

l e c t u r i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  r e p l a c e  F lo y d  G ib b o n s . Thomas came 

i n t o  r a d i o  i n  1930  w i th  t e n  y e a rs*  e x p e r ie n c e  a s  a  p la t f o r m  

l e c t u r e r .  I t  was t h i s  b ack g ro u n d  w h ich  b ro u g h t  him  t o  th e  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  W ill ia m  S . P a le y  and  th e  l i t e r a r y  D i g e s t . The 

a u d i t i o n  f o r  th e  i n i t i a l  b r o a d c a s t  o f  S ep tem b er 2 9 , 1930, 

was c h r o n ic le d  i n  d e t a i l .  The w r i t e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  th e  d i e  

was c a s t  f o r  much o f  Thomas* s u b s e q u e n t  s t y l e  o f  r e p o r t i n g  

fro m  th o s e  two y e a r s  w i th  th e  L i t e r a r y  D i g e s t . The c h a p te r  

c o n c lu d e s  w i th  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  ways o f  e m p h a s iz in g  and  

d r a m a t iz in g  human i n t e r e s t  in  th e  news w h ich  became Thomas* 

tr a d e m a rk  and  w h ich  a c c o u n t ,  i n  some m e a su re , f o r  h i s  d u r a 

b i l i t y  a s  a  news p e r s o n a l i t y .  One i n s t a n c e  o f  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y
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was c i t e d  i n  I 9 3 4 . T h is  was th e  W e ste rn  U nion te le g r a m  

p ro m o tio n  done  i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  Sun O i l  w h ich  b ro u g h t 

Thomas 2 6 5 ,5 7 6  te le g ra m s  i n  two days*  t im e .

A l i s t  o f  Thomas* l i t e r a r y  e n d e a v o rs  was p ro v id e d  i n  

C h a p te r  ZV. A c h r o n o lo g ic a l  l i s t  o f  th e  f o r t y - e i g h t  books 

p u b l is h e d  u n d e r  h i s  name i s  p ro v id e d , b e g in n in g  w i th  W ith  

L aw rence i n  A ra b ia  (1924) and  c o n t in u in g  th ro u g h  L o w ell 

Thomas* Book o f  th e  H igh M oun ta ins (1 9 6 4 ) . T hese  volum es 

w ere s e e n  fro m  s e v e r a l  p o in t s  o f  v ie w : (1 )  i n t r i n s i c  l i t e r a r y  

m e r i t ,  (2 ) p r o j e c t i o n s  o f  th e  a d v e n t u r e - e x p l o r a t i o n - t r a v e l
!

fo rm u la , and  (3 )  p a r t  o f  a n  e x te n d e d  p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s  w hich  

k e ep s  th e  name " ih o m a s" b e fo r e  th e  p u b l i c .  I t  i s  a l s o  u n d e r 

s to o d  t h a t  m ost a l l  o f  th e s e  vo lum es have  b e en  g h o s t - w r i t t e n .  

A lm ost a l l  o f  Thomas* a r t i c l e s  f o r  m a g a z in e s  h ave  a p p e a re d  

i n  th e  R e a d e r* s  D ig e s t , and  t h i s  i s  b e c a u se  he r e a c h e s  th e  

l a r g e s t  p o s s ib l e  r e a d in g  a u d ie n c e  th ro u g h  t h i s  m a g a z in e .

H is  l a t e s t  a r t i c l e ,  a p p e a r i n g g #  th e  J u n e , 1964, R e a d e r 's  

D ig e s t  was d i s c u s s e d .

C h a p te r  V exam ines Thomas* s t y l e  a s  th e  p u b l ic  h as  

come t o  know and  r e c o g n iz e  i t  th ro u g h  h i s  r a d i o  n e w s c a s ts ;  

b u t  h i s  s t y l e  i s  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  i n  a  l a r g e r  s e n s e .  S e p a ra te  

e le m e n ts  o f  h i s  s t y l e  a r e  e v a lu a t e d :  human i n t e r e s t ,  th e  

p a t h e t i c  o r  th e  co m ic , th e  c h a n g e -o f -p a c e  " c l o s e r , " v iv id  

" p i c t u r e  te rm s "  o r  im ages w h ich  add  up to  w ha t Thomas 

s t r i v e s  f o r  i n  " l i s t e n a b i l i t y . " As one c r i t i c  p h ra s e d  i t ,  

"Thomas d o es  a c h ie v e  th e  p e r f e c t  c o n v e r s a t io n a l  t o n e . "  The
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w r i t e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  how th e  r a d i o  news s c r i p t  i s  sh a p ed  t o 

d a y , and  how i t  i s  p u t  t o g e t h e r  s t e p - b y - s t e p .  I t  i s  empha

s i z e d  t h a t  Thomas h a s  no w r i t t e n  p o l i c y  f o r  news s t y l e ,  b u t  

h i s  p r i n c i p a l  w r i t e r ,  V in c e n t B u r a n e l l i ,  knows how t o  make 

th e  news sound  i n t e r e s t i n g  when r e a d  b y  L o w e ll Thomas.

T h ere  a r e  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  im posed  b y  CBS News, a l th o u g h  a  

d a i l y  c h e c k  i s  made p ro  fo rm a  w i th  CBS News t o  e s t a b l i s h  th e  

o r d e r  o f  i t e m s .  The c h a p te r  a l s o  c o n ta in s ,  m a in ly  f o r  h i s t o r 

i c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  much o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  s c r i p t  f o r  th e  L i t e r a r y  

D ig e s t  f o r  S e p tem b er 2 9 , 1930 .

I n  C h a p te r  V I, acad em ic  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  d raw n to  d e f in e  

th e  r o l e  o f  a  co m m en ta to r, an d  Thomas i s  s e e n  i n  th e  f ra m e 

w ork  o f  a  c o m m en ta to r. H ow ever, t h e  m ain  p o i n t  o f  th e  c h a p 

t e r  i s  c o n te n t  a n a l y s i s .  The r a d i o  s c r i p t s  o f  Thomas a r e  

com pared  w i th  t h e  New Y ork Tim es f o r  c e r t a i n  d a te s  i n  th e  

19 3 0 *s ,  th e  1 9 4 0 *s ,  th e  1 9 5 0 * s, an d  th e  1 9 6 0 ' s  t o  s e e  w ha t 

v a r i a t i o n s  o f  s t r e s s ,  im p o r ta n c e , and  sp a c e  a l l o c a t i o n  a r e  

m ade. In  many i n s t a n c e s ,  when i n t e r n a t i o n a l  news was o f  

p r im a ry  im p o r ta n c e , Thomas and  th e  T im es a lm o s t  c o in c id e d  

i n  t h e i r  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  i t e m s .  A t o t h e r  t im e s ,  Thomas a p 

p e a re d  t o  go f a r  a f i e l d  i n  p o in t in g  up a  l o s t  a d v e n tu r e r  

(R ic h a rd  H a l l i b u r to n )  o r  th e  m is s in g  je w e ls  o f  a  fo rm e r  k in g  

o f  A f g h a n is ta n .  I t  was b ro u g h t  o u t  t h a t  Thom as' b r o a d c a s t  

fro m  T ib e t  i n  1949 , th e  "L hasa  S c r i p t , " i s  p o s s ib l y  h i s  m ost 

im p o r ta n t  " sc o o p "  and  one w h ich  he  to d a y  r e g a r d s  a s  h i s  m ost 

im p o r ta n t .  The h a rd -n e w s  v a lu e  o f  i t  may be q u e s t io n e d ,  b u t
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i t  t y p i f i e s  b o th  t h e  c o n te n t  and  th e  s t y l e  o f  Thom as. F i n 

a l l y ,  th e  n e w s c a s t  o f  th e  ty p e  w h ich  Thomas h a s  e v o lv e d  o v e r  

t h e  y e a r s  i s  s e e n  i n  h i s  c a s e  a s  a  v e h ic l e  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l 

i t y ;  and  i t  i s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  Thomas i s  more a c c u r a t e l y  s e e n  

a s  a  r a d i o  news p e r s o n a l i t y  to d a y  th a n  a s  a n  a n a l y s t .

C h a p te r  V II  a s s e s s e s  th e  o v e r - a l l  a c h ie v e m e n t o f  

Thom as. I t  i s  s t a t e d  by  a  c o l l e a g u e  t h a t  Thomas h a s  th e  

sound  o f  i n h e r e n t  a u t h o r i t y ;  and  b y  a n o th e r  t h a t  he  h a s  r e 

m ained  " a g e l e s s "  f o r  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a r s .  I m p a r t i a l i t y ,  l a c k  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  b i a s ,  te m p e r a te n e s s ,  b o u y a n t o p tim ism  o r  c h e e r 

f u l n e s s ,  a  p ro v e n  s ta m in a  i n  g e t t i n g  t o  news s o u r c e s  a r e  

o f f e r e d  a s  r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  s u r v i v a l  and  h i s  a p p e a l .  A s h o r t  

c o m p a riso n  w i th  Raymond Swing i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  b a s i c  d i f f e r 

e n c e s  b e tw ee n  a  " p u n d i t"  and  a  p o p u l a r i s e r .  Thomas* c o n t r i 

b u t io n  t o  A m erican  b r o a d c a s t in g  i s  s u g g e s te d  i n  h i s  w i l l i n g 

n e s s  t o  e x p e r im e n t  w i th  th e  medium, t o  b e l i e v e  i n  i t s  f l e x i 

b i l i t y  an d  m o b i l i t y ,  and  p o s s i b l y  t o  i n s p i r e  o t h e r s .  Some 

o f  h i s  n a t i o n a l  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h o n o rs  o r  a w ard s  a r e  l i s t e d .  

And C h a p te r  V II  a l s o  b r id g e s  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t w i th  a  m easu re  

o f  c r i t i c i s m .  A s e c t i o n  o f  th e  c h a p te r  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  

c e r t a i n  b r i c k b a t s  w h ich  h av e  b e en  th ro w n  a t  him  o v e r  a  

p e r io d  o f  t im e .  The w r i t e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

e s p e c i a l l y  te n d s  t o  b a la n c e  seme o f  th e  a d u l a t i o n  a c c o rd e d  

a  r e v e r e d  b r o a d c a s t in g  f i g u r e  and  t o  b r in g  th e  s tu d y  m ore 

i n t o  p ro p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .
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The E s s e n t i a l  R o le  o f  L o w ell Thomas 

The a u th o r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  L o w ell Thomas d e s e r v e s  a  

th o ro u g h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e c a u se  h i s  name h a s  become so m e th in g  

o f  a  h o u se h o ld  w ord , and  b e c a u se  he h a s  b e e n  b r o a d c a s t in g  

o v e r  n a t i o n a l  n e tw o rk s  f o r  a  c o n tin u o u s  p e r io d  o f  t h i r t y -  

f i v e  y e a r s .  He h a s  b e en  l i s t e d  i n  Who*s Who f o r  f o r t y  

y e a r s ,  and  C u r r e n t  B io g ra p h y  f o r  a  s i m i l a r  p e r io d  o f  t im e .

H is h o n o rs  and a c h ie v e m e n ts  have  b een  d i s c u s s e d  i n  th e  

p re c e d in g  c h a p t e r .

I t  was p a r t  o f  th e  t a s k  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  t o  s e e  how 

Thomas c o n c e iv e d  h i s  own r o l e  and t o  e v a l u a t e  him  a s  a  news 

p e r s o n a l i t y  r a t h e r  th a n  a  newsman i n  th e  s t r i c t  s e n s e  o f  th e  

te rm . T h is  s tu d y  h a s  a t te m p te d ,  a l s o ,  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  s p e c i a l  

w o r ld  o f  L o w ell Thom as, and  to  e v a lu a t e  h i s  p e r s p e c t iv e  on 

th e  new s, w o rld  e v e n t s ,  and  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  f i lm s  he  p r o 

d u c e s .  W h atev er medium he  e n g ag e s  i n ,  b o o k s , f i l m s ,  o r  

r a d i o  new s, th e  s tam p  o f  Thomas i s  much th e  same an d  th o s e  

p a r t i c u l a r  " i n g r e d i e n t s "  have  b een  a n a ly z e d  e a r l i e r .  I t  has 

l e d  th e  a u th o r  t o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  a  

" ro m a n tic  c a s t  o f  m ind" w h ich  c o lo r s  a l l  o f  Thomas* w ork .

T h is  s tu d y  h a s  a t te m p te d  t o  s e p a r a t e  th e  man fro m  th e  

m yth and t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  to  w hat th e  a u th o r  f e e l s  may be 

f r a u d u l e n t  o r  d i s t o r t e d  i n  Thom as’ b a c k g ro u n d . The c r i t i c a l  

e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h i s  " le g e n d "  h as  b e e n  th e  m o st d i f f i c u l t  

p a r t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r 's  w ork . One f i n d s  t h a t  L o w e ll Thomas 

i s  r e s p e c t e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  b r o a d c a s t in g  i n d u s t r y  a s  a  k in d
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o f  " l i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n " — a  v e n e ra b le  and  a lm o s t  r e v e r e d  

f i g u r e —whose p a s t  e x p l o i t s  a r e  rem em bered w i th  a f f e c t i o n .  

B u t i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  c o l le a g u e s  and w o rk in g  a s s o c i 

a t e s  who c a n  r e c a l l  th e  e a r l y  p h a se  o f  h i s  c a r e e r .  I t  w ould 

seem , to o ,  t h a t  he h a s  made v i r t u a l l y  no  e n e m ie s . He h a s ,  

m o reo v e r, a  g i f t  f o r  heurmonious r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  s p o n s o r s ,  

w i th  h i s  own s t a f f ,  and  h i s  b r o a d c a s t in g  c o l l e a g u e s .  H ence, 

t h i s  w r i t e r  c o n c e iv e d  th e  p ro b lem  p a r t l y  a s  b e in g  one o f  

th e  " in s id e  v iew " v e r s u s  th e  " o u ts id e  v ie w ."  The in s i d e  

v iew  comes from  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  a t  CBS and h i s  s t a f f ,  and  

t h i s  te n d s  to  be  u n ifo rm ly  a f f e c t i o n a t e .  The o u t s id e  v iew  

i s  d e r iv e d  from  th o s e  who had  no o f f i c i a l  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  

h im , su c h  a s  Jo h n  Day o f  WHDH, b u t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  

a  p e e r -g ro u p  o f  c r i t i c s ,  newsmen, w r i t e r s ,  p ro d u c e r s ,  o r  

th o s e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  b r o a d c a s t in g  who c o u ld  o f f e r  know ledge

a b le  comment a b o u t Thomas w i th  a  c e r t a i n  d e ta c h m e n t. And 

t h i s  g o es  b a ck  a l s o  t o  an  e a r l i e r  o b s e r v a t io n  by  th e  a u th o r  

t h a t  Thomas h a s  r a r e l y  b e e n  ta k e n  s e r i o u s l y  i n  h i s  c a r e e r .  

Q u ite  f r e q u e n t l y  he h a s  b een  ig n o r e d .

I n  lo o k in g  a t  th e  "w hole man" a s  th e  n u c le u s  o f  t h i s  

s tu d y  one d i s c o v e r s  th e  i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s  o f  a l l  Thomas* 

e f f o r t .  C h a p te r  IV  w h ich  d e a l t  m a in ly  w ith  h i s  books m ig h t 

be c o n s id e r e d  a  good in d e x  o f  h i s  tem p era m en t; t h a t  i s ,  th e  

book  t i t l e s  th e m s e lv e s  u n d e rs c o re  th e  a d v e n tu r e - e x p lo r a t i o n -  

t r a v e l  m o ti f  a g a in  and  a g a in .  I n  b r i e f ,  he i s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  

e n t r e p r e n e u r  o f  th e  e n te r ta in m e n t  m e d ia , a  man who h as
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c a p i t a l i z e d  on s e r v in g  th e  p u b l ic  c o l o r f u l  p ro g ram s w h ich  

s t i r  t h e  I m a g in a t io n  b u t  may n o t  be p ro fo u n d . I n  sum, th e  

e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  o f  Thomas may be t h a t  o f  th e  r e c o n te u r  o f  

t r a v e 1 - a d v e n tu r e ,  t h e  p o p u la r I z e r  o f  th e  rem o te  and  th e  

s t r a n g e ,  th e  "human I n t e r e s t "  r e p o r t e r  who s e t  o u t  t o  b r in g  

home th e  s e v e n  w onders o f  th e  w o r ld .

D e p e n d a b i l i ty  and  S ta m in a  

T h is  s tu d y  h a s  s t r e s s e d  Thomas* lo n g  r e c o r d  I n  r a d i o  

new s. H is  w ide  p o p u l a r i t y  w i th  a  n a t i o n a l  a u d ie n c e  may be 

due t o  many f a c t o r s :  (1 )  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e .  M iddle W este rn  

to n e  o f  h i s  p ro g ram ; (2 )  th e  u s u a l ly  c h e e r f u l  a f t e r - e f f e c t  

o f  a  Thomas b r o a d c a s t ;  (3 )  em p h asis  on v i r i l e  e x p l o i t s ;  (4 ) 

f a i r n e s s  I n  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  I te m s  and n o n -v a r ia n c e  I n  h i s  

p u b l ic  s t a n c e ;  (5 ) s t i c k i n g  t o  re id lo , w h ich  I s  u n d o u b te d ly  

h i s  b e s t  m edium .

Thomas h a s  w orn  th e  m a n tle  o f  s u c c e s s  w e l l .  He 

d e l i v e r s  a  c e r t a i n  m ld d le - o f - th e  ro a d  p ro d u c t  d e p e n d a b ly  

and c a n  be c o u n te d  on f o r  an  In fo rm a l  b ro a d  sp e c tru m  a c c o u n t  

o f  th e  new s. M oreover, t h e r e  have b e en  no s c a n d a ls  o r  u p 

s e t t i n g  I n c i d e n t s  In  h i s  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  t o  c a u se  a  b le m is h  

on h i s  p u b l ic  Im age . He h a s  s t e a d i l y  b u i l t  a  c a r e e r  on 

r e p o r t i n g  a d v e n tu r e ,  and th e  p u b l ic  seem s t o  know t h i s .

L o w ell Thomas shows e v e ry  e v id e n c e  o f  s ta m in a  I n  

b r o a d c a s t in g .  H is c a r e e r  h as  la u n c h e d  a t  th e  to p  and h a s  

re m a in e d  a t  t h e  to p  f o r  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  By th e  same
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to k e n ,  s h e e r  f o r c e  o f  h a b i t  may a c c o u n t  f o r  some o f  h i s  

p o p u l a r i t y  among l i s t e n e r s .  T h a t i s ,  t h e  r e g u l a r i t y  o f  h i s  

6 :4 5  news p ro g ram  may h ave  i n s t i l l e d  th e  "L o w e ll Thomas 

h a b i t "  among a n  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s . 

I t  h a s  b e e n  p o in te d  o u t  b o th  i n  th e  c h a p te r  on Thomas* 

s t y l e  and  i n  t h e  one on  th e  c o n te n t  o f  h i s  r a d i o  s c r i p t s  

t h a t  h e  s u c c e e d s  i n  s t r e t c h i n g  h i s  a u d ie n c e * s  m e n ta l  h o r i 

z o n s . As W ill ia m  R an d o lp h  H e a r s t  s a i d  o f  h im : "He e n g e n d e rs  

e x c i te m e n t  th ro u g h  s h e e r  v e r b a l  m a g ic ."  A d d i t i o n a l ly ,  i t  

was p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  Thomas i s  te m p e ra te  i n  h i s  p r e s e n t a 

t i o n s  o f  e x p lo s iv e  i te m s ,  e v e n  t o  th e  e x t e n t  o f  a v o id in g  th e  

t r a g i c  and  d e p r e s s i n g .  T hese q u a l i t i e s  s te m  d i r e c t l y  from  

h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  an d  t h i s  w r i t e r  m a in ta in s  t h a t  th e  n e w s c a s t  

i s  a n  e x te n s io n  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .

A re a s  f o r  F u r th e r  R e s e a rc h  

W hile  th e  w r i t e r  h a s  to u c h e d  on a s  many a r e a s  o f  

Thomas* p u b l ic  an d  p r i v a t e  c a r e e r  a s  h ave  seem ed germ ane t o  

t h e  t o p i c ,  he  b e l i e v e s  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  some a r e a s  o f  i n v e s t i 

g a t i o n  w h ich  m ig h t p ro v e  f r u i t f u l .  In  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e n t  a  

c o m p le te ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p o r t r a i t  o f  Thomas i n  c o n s id e r a b le  

d e p th ,  i t  m ig h t b e  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  

( th ro u g h  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  t o  newsmen i n  l a r g e  c i t i e s )  a n  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  h i s  i n f lu e n c e  on  y o u n g e r new sm en. I f  t h e r e  

h ave  b e e n  a n y  c o n s c io u s  i m i t a t o r s  o f  Thomas i n  th e  l a s t  few  

y e a r s  o r  a n y  " d i s c i p l e s "  one w ould  w ish  t o  docum ent t h i s  

I n f l u e n c e .
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S e c o n d ly , more p r e c i s e  know ledge a b o u t  Thom as' a c t u a l  

r a d i o  a u d ie n c e  to d a y  i n  te rm s  o f  s e x ,  e d u c a t io n ,  b u y in g  

pow er, l o c a t i o n ,  and  so  f o r t h  w ould be u s e f u l .  The O ld s -  

m o b ile  " S te w a rd s h ip  R e p o r t"  o f  1963 and  o t h e r  d a t a  h av e  n o t  

b e en  c o m p le te ly  c l e a r  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  and  h a v e  o n ly  h i n te d  

a t  th e  "g row ing  a u to m o b i l e - l i s t e n in g  a u d i e n c e . " Thom as' new 

s p o n s o r ,  th e  B u ick  D iv i s io n  o f  G e n e ra l  M o to rs , m ig h t be 

w i l l i n g  to  u n d e r ta k e  su c h  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

T h i r d ly ,  th e  e n ig m a t ic  f i g u r e  o f  P ro s p e r  B u r a n e l l i ,  

T hom as' c h i e f  s c r i p t  w r i t e r ,  c o n f id a n t ,  an d  p a r t n e r  i n  many 

e n t e r p r i s e s ,  sh o u ld  be g iv e n  more tim e  and  a t t e n t i o n .  A 

f u l l  s tu d y  o f  B u r a n e l l i ,  whom Thomas c a n d id ly  r e f e r s  t o  

to d a y  a s  a  " g e n iu s "  w ould  th ro w  l i g h t  on th e  e a r l y  Thom as' 

l e c t u r i n g  c a r e e r ,  h i s  b u s in e s s  in v o lv e m e n ts ,  and  h i s  

in v e s tm e n ts  in  C ineram a, I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

F o u r th ly ,  a  f a c t u a l  r e p o r t  on Thom as' b u s in e s s  a c t i v i 

t i e s  w ould  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  e n t r e p r e n u r i a l  a s p e c t  o f  th e  m an. 

The w r i t e r  was a b le  t o  l e a r n  v e ry  l i t t l e  o f  Thom as' now- 

d e c l in in g .  i n t e r e s t  i n  C in eram a , I n t e r n a t i o n a l o r  a b o u t  h i s  

" a d v is o ry "  c a p a c i ty  w i th  C a p i t a l  C i t i e s  B ro a d c a s t in g  i n  New 

Y ork . T h is  o r g a n iz a t io n  now owns f i v e  r a d i o  and  f i v e  t e l e 

v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s .

Had th e s e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  a r e a s  o f  i n q u i r y  w i th  r e s p e c t  

t o  Thomas p ro v ed  f r u i t f u l ,  t h i s  s tu d y  w ould  h ave  b e e n  much 

m ore c o m p le te . B ut th e y  w ere  f e l t  by  Thomas t o  be c o n f i 

d e n t i a l  i n  n a t u r e .  The w r i t e r  r e g u l a r l y  s e n s e d  a s  th e  s tu d y
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progressed,and even after the six extensive Interviews with 
Thomas were concluded, that Thomas® staff preferred to 
substitute public relations materials. Nonetheless, the 
author is grateful for what he was able to discover and is 
obliged to conclude that, in numerous ways, Thomas himself 
is a product of the medium. By this, the writer means that 
Thomas has grown accustomed to the role of the stellar per
former, that he can grant or refuse interviews, that he can 
control information about himself, that some of his notions 
about himself may have been reinfored by NBC or CBS publicity 
writers,

New hypotheses
The author has suggested at one or more points in the 

study that it has been difficult to separate Thomas the man 
from his legend. By this he does not mean to imply that 
there exist outright fabrications but rather some exaggera
tions concerning his early lecturing career, his film-making 
after World War I, and his world travels. This has proved to 
be a somewhat troublesome area, for there are no sources 
able to affirm or to deny the validity of some of the claims. 
Moreover, it may be the plain truth that everything written 
about Thomas has been accurate and is incontestable. But 
the author retains an impression that to some degree Thomas 
has been influenced or affected by the network public rela
tions writers who are skilled in the creation of alluring
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Im a g e s . On th e  o t h e r  h an d , t h e r e  I s  no p ro o f  t o  t h e  co n 

t r a r y .  H ence , th e  a u th o r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  he  h a s  n o t  w r i t t e n  

th e  d e f i n i t i v e  w ork  on L o w ell Thomas and  t h a t  t h i s  may n o t  

be p o s s ib l e  f o r  some y e a r s  t o  come.

S e c o n d ly , on c o m p le tio n  o f  t h i s  s tu d y ,  th e  a u th o r  

s e e s  Thomas a s  a  p ro d u c t  o f  th e  t im e s ,  a  f o r t u i t o u s  b le n d in g  

o f  t a l e n t  and  a  new medium ( r a d i o )  w h ich  c o u ld  u s e  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  s k i l l .  The w o rld  a ro u n d  Thomas h a s  r a d i c a l l y  

changed  b u t  he  h a s  rem a in e d  v i r t u a l l y  th e  same and  h e  con 

t i n u e s  t o  d e l i v e r  much th e  same s t a p l e  p ro d u c t  o f  in fo rm a 

t i o n  and e n te r t a i n m e n t .  The a u th o r  t h in k s  t h a t  Thomas i s  

u n iq u e  and  may be th e  l a s t  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  k in d  o f  news 

co m m en ta to r. By t h i s  he m eans t h a t  t h e r e  may n o t  be room  

f o r  a  seco n d  L o w ell Thomas on th e  a i r  to d a y  owing t o  th e  

change  i n  p u b l ic  t a s t e  and  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n .  News i n  th e  1930*s 

was a n  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a r t ;  to d a y  i t  f o l lo w s  an  a l t o g e t h e r  

d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d , i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  Thomas 

i s ,  p e rh a p s ,  som ew hat d a te d .

T h i r d ly ,  i t  d e v e lo p e d  t h a t  Thomas i s  lo o k e d  upon w i th  

g e n u in e  a f f e c t i o n  by  h i s  c o l le a g u e s  and  t h a t  no one on th e  

n e tw o rk  l e v e l  h a s  a n y  d e s i r e  to  s a y  a n y th in g  u n c o m p lim e n ta ry . 

P a r t  o f  t h i s  a lm o s t - u n iv e r s a i  s e n t im e n t  may be fo u n d ed  on 

r e s p e c t  f o r  a  s e n i o r  newsman who h a s  become so m e th in g  o f  a  

" l i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n . "  F u r th e rm o re , th e  a u th o r  r e c o g n iz e s  

t h a t  he  may h ave  b e en  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  on  g u a rd  i n  t r y i n g  to  

a v o id  a n  a d u la to r y  to n e  i n  th e  s tu d y .  From v i r t u a l l y  a l l
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quarters, the response to questions about Thomas has been 
"positive.”

Fourthly, this study of one newscaster might lead to 
some more precise methodology for examining newsmen in the 
future. The modus operandi outlined in Chapter I might or 
might not apply to other contemporary figures; yet it is 
recommended that the researcher spend time with his subject 
in order to benefit from personal contact. Moreover, 
historical research in personalities in the broadcasting 
field is still somewhat experimental, but a series of 
similar studies might prove profitable to students of broad
casting who would then have a more compibe picture of the 
early days of American broadcasting, the various competitive 
forces and influences at work, and these could then yield a 
more accurate understanding of such factors as success, 
survival, and popularity.

Finally, as a result of this study, the author sug
gests that durability among newscasters may be directly 
related to their political posture; that durability may 
depend on an even-tempered blandness, an avoidance of 
controversy and strong opinions and require a cheerful 
disposition which cultivates friends and, makes few enemies. 
This contention remains to be proved or to be disproved.



204
Sum m ation

The author has not suggested in this study that Thomas 
is a very profound person; but that he is original and 
resourceful. His conceiving the project of broadcasting from 
Tibet and carrying this out is an instance of his personal 
adventuresomeness; his presence in East Africa at this 
writing to inspect the game preserves and wildlife sanctuaries 
while on safari attests to his flexibility and his constant 
"movement." Thomas has fully exploited a basic formula of 
adventure-exploration-travel to excite the public imagination 
and to win for himself a place in the public esteem. More
over, Thomas is seventy-two years of age and has not yet 
written the final chapter to his performing career.

The author does not overestimate his subject; but he 
does believe that Thomas has been somewhat underrated 
especially by the younger generation, and that possibly this 
study might serve to place him more correctly in perspective 
as a unique personality in broadcasting. Partly because of 
the nature of his institutional sponsorship, partly because 
of the unchanging hour and the habit many listeners have 
formed over the years, Lowell Thomas continues to hold a 
large national audience. As stated earlier in the study,
"the resonance, color, and tone of his voice" were the 
foundation stone in the early days for his fame. Yet the 
fountainhead of Thomas * career and his success in the medium
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derive from what the author has called Thomas* "romantic 
cast of mind. "

The more demanding intellectual may argue that Thomas 
has not measured up to the highest expectations or responsi
bilities of the objective newsman, that Thomas violates 
possibly what Eric Sevareid called the "sacred trust" of the 
news reporter. And the critic of contemporary broadcast news 
may feel that Thomas has not only passed his peak but is 
definitely an anachronism. Again, the author believes that 
Thomas should be seen as a news personality rather than a 
newsman, and that in his attempt to reveal the pageantry and 
the humanity of the news he is decidedly a showman-

Finally, one comes face to face with the elusive 
matter of wide popularity which seems to defy scientific 
analysis. As H. V. Kaltenborn observed: "The first fact 
about Lowell Thomas is that he is pre-eminently likable. He 
has no enemies." And Kaltenborn also remarked in speaking 
of Thomas' basic appeal: "as long as there is an audience 
for the story-teller, Lowell Thomas will have an audience."
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work in English, and was awarded a master's degree in 1950.
In 1951, while studying for the Ph.D. in English, I was 
offered a position with Radio Free Europe. From this work 
in Munich I went to I^nila to serve as program director for 
Radio Free Asia. At the conclusion of this assignment in 
1952, I went on a trip around the world starting from the 
Far East. In 1954 I returned to Japan to serve as script 
editor for Psychological Warfare, a broadcasting arm of the
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Department of the Army. In 1956 I came back to America and 
entered the Graduate School of The Ohio State University in 
order to finish my doctorate in radio and television. After 
completing the residence requirements, I went to Toronto for 
one year, where I served as a writer-producer with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. ,

In 1959 I Joined the faculty of Boston University as an 
Assistant Professor of Broadcasting and taught there for four 
years.

In 1964, however, I joined the faculty of the Languages 
and Literature Division of Lowell Technological Institute in 
Lowell, Massachusetts, At the present, I continue to teach 
courses in English and American Literature and to serve as 
Travel Editor for Station WHDH, Boston.


