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ABSTRACT

“Creating Revolution as We Advance” studies the Black Panther Ré&y's rise
during the mid-sixties. The Nationalist aesthetic wasantextualized by the non-
violent civil disobedience theory of Dr. King, and Malcolm X'srhetoric. The
movement’s genesis was the majority community’s incessant attescupon African-
Americans Civil and Human rights. Additionally, the failur e of the Civil and Voting
Rights Acts to affect Black lives in a tangible manner wasft by all.

The Bay Area of California was the epicenter for American adicalism.
Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale, two veterans of the bourgeoni@gkland Black
protest movement, created an activist alternative. Unbeknowhso Newton and
Seale, the problems they were addressing were universalBlack urbanites. The
Black Panther Party possessed unprecedented revolutionary pattial for this latest
generation of activists. By assuming the vanguard position, Nésn and Seale
advanced a politic that transgressed against Nationalist parochialin. Deriving
their notoriety as a result of the gun, the co-founders wereevolutionary to
emasculated Black urbanites. Not until their attempt to eplicate the Panther
program did admirers become aware of Panther politics pediarities. The
Panther’s adoption of class was debated by all. Ironically, shcsophistication set

the stage for their.



The Panthers public embrace of left-leaning groups and indiduals shocked
all. Said alliances made the Black Panther Party the “greatéshreat to the internal
security of the United States.” Although initial adversaral attacks emanated from
the local level, the Panthers were targeted by the federgbvernment. “Creating

Revolution as We Advance” focuses upon FBI attacks.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The struggle of African-Americans to first obtain ahdrt ensure first-class citizenship
has been long and arduous. Historian Vincent Hardingredsgized this epic struggle as a
river. Harding’s analogy expressed in an illuminating DsBm poetic verse, likens the
African-American struggle for rights and citizenshiptoalways-existing river with
unpredictable ebbs and flows, twists and turns. Regarafieébe historical period examined,
African-Americans have displayed unprecedented resiliandestrength to both advance their
collective agenda, and to protect previous and contempataaynees against unceasing external
attacks. The struggle Harding illuminates was indisputiabdyflow stage during the two
decades that bookend the Civil Rights movement and BlaskePera. This dissertation focuses
upon the latter portion of this revolutionary episode.

On the heels of the nation celebrating its victorgrdhe evils of state-sanctioned
segregation, discrimination, and disenfranchisement¢#iriAmericans were forced to realize
the fallaciousness of the idea that the nation’s gmasanteeing the franchise and legislative
equality would invariably translate into the exerciseaiality for African-Americans. After
realizing that liberty and justice for all was nowherethe horizon, African-Americans
continued to struggle against lingering impediments withireAcan politico-economic

institutions. Largely because of broken promises andtté& reality that the 1964 Civil Rights



and 1965 Voting Rights Acts were incapable of producing ragialéy, segments of the
African-American movement sought strategic alternativie direct opposition to popular
constructions, the rise of alternative strategiestaaiits, particularly the Nationalist strains,
signaled the transformation of the Civil Rights movatriato a new stage of struggle.

This change frames this story. Although this transftionaserves as the context for this
narrative, this study focuses upon the organization thaists, scholars, and theoreticians
acknowledge was the vanguard of late-1960s African-Americtaggle: the Black Panther
Party for Self-Defense (BPP). Only by examining the gisnascent, decline, and ideological
underpinnings of the BPP will scholars garner a greaterrstaseling of African-American
protest history, particularly its post-Voting Rights Aca.e

This study is chronologically structured, yet themdiyicdriven. It depicts both the
transformation of the African-American freedom strugyideological underpinnings and the
genesis and destruction of the BPP as a revolutionaryleetAcademics have not sufficiently
considered the BPP genesis, ascent, and decline adwtiomary vehicle. The seminal piece of
scholarly work upon the BPP is Charles Jodd® Black Panther Party Reconsideradvork
that although impressive in its contents is an editddme of essays. Other scholarly published
work has been scant at best including Smiftridnternational History of the Black Panther
Party and JeffriesHuey P. Newton: The Radical Theorigblumes which fall far short of
offering anything substantial to current understanding of #mthérs. This work is an initial
step toward understanding the BPP historical legacy totasity as a revolutionary vehicle.
Toward achieving such a goal, the initial chapter of this staeyeates the larger historical
context and culture that birthed African-American acts’Ziabandonment of unconditional

integration in favor of a less patient Nationalisttaesc. This discussion begins with an



examination of the historical antecedents of mid-1960sahsin within Black America.
Although the struggle to achieve liberation and sovereignmtiNéw World Africans is centuries
old, the author posits that the modern struggle for diesds citizenship began to flow in an
uncontainable manner in the period surrounding World WaFdk. the purposes of this study,
the most appropriate moment to begin this discussiomigsa the national euphoric reaction to
the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts of the mid-1960s.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1968 Anchpins in the battle to
obliterate the rampant racism destroying the natioranlaptimistic mood regarding race, the
American masses hoped that President Lyndon Johnson’sadpreged race-related legislation
would finally bridge the existing educational, economic, andipalichasms between the races.
In the wake of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Votinghgs Act of 1965, despite a glaring
lack of evidence, the nation claimed victory over théohisally divisive and polarizing race
issue. However, this revelry was silently plagued fiynelamental incongruence amongst the
celebrators, a misunderstanding that made clean loumg &acial lines.

Whites not only celebrated the triumph of legislatizeial equality, but also lectured
African-Americans regarding the proper steps they misttasecure rights that had remained
out of their grasp for decades. The advice emanatingrimajority culture contradicted the
activist experiences of African-Americans. Insteadanftinuing the fight for first-class
citizenship with the in-your-face agitation that hadngothe fruits of the freedom struggle,
whites advised continued patience, as the new legislagieded time to work. Whites
contended that the same diligence used to secure lemisledis in order for the struggle to

eradicate state-sanctioned racial apartheid. Manga&frAmericans had also joined



celebrations surrounding the civil rights legislation aaderly anticipated reaping tangible
benefits in education, politics, housing, income, andalvimcreased economic opportunities.

Once the initial euphoria regarding the civil righgidtation subsided, the muted
warnings of both Nationalists and moderate Leaders cafngition. These leaders warned that
racial equality was nowhere on the horizon. As they predicted, the Civil Rights and Voting
Rights Acts proved insufficient in overcoming institutibnad racism. Most Americans came to
realize that previous celebrations regarding Amerigada friumph over racial discrimination
and segregation were drastically premature. Althoughiegaditle decline in the public’s
confidence in the new legislation best sums up thenfigebf white liberals regarding the
inescapable realities, African-American activists lheltrayed and disappointed. Most
importantly, the collective disappointment carried iicgtions for the integrationist-oriented
Civil Rights movement, its leadership, and the future @frmacial politics in America. Most
notably, the atmosphere of betrayal gave increasedipeone to Nationalist leaders and
theoreticians. In hindsight, a reciprocal relationshipted between the increase in African-
American frustrations and their receptiveness to thelBNationalist aesthetic.

Part and parcel of this change was the abrupt alteratide ideological underpinnings
and trajectory of several leading Civil Rights organizatioBoth integrationist-oriented
moderate and Black Nationalist leaders fully realized tisappointment amongst African-
Americans had set the stage for a highly contentious-mattial battle for the leadership of the
African-American freedom struggle. Feeding this ideolalgiattle was the stark reality that a
crucial segment of the Civil Rights community had adigabandoned the pursuit of racial
equality in favor of personally advantageous issues vigitggolitics. It is no mere

coincidence that white flight from the African —Amexicfreedom struggle occurred in the midst



of a surge in Black Nationalism amongst African-Ameangand identity politics amongst
whites. Mid-1960s Black Nationalists had not only decidedtti@struggle for racial justice
was primarily the Black man’s fight, but was at beestymbolic gesture that would eventually
prove illusory to most Americans. The vast majooitivil Rights activists had not only
unintentionally obscured this issue, but in the processttimgly adopted a flawed politic that
made the securing of theoretical equality synonymous watlexkrcise of said equality. King
cites such erroneous thinking as the height of folly.

King advanced the idea that completions of the Civil Bighovement, and thus true
racial equality, mandated that a second, relatively mdfieult stage be completed. “The
practical cost of change for the nation up to this poistdeen cheap. The limited reforms have
been obtained at bargain rates. There are no expansesp taxes are required, for Negroes to
share lunch counters, libraries, parks, hotels, and tab#ities with whites.” The second stage
called for African-American empowerment via the forimatof a constitutionally guaranteed
agency. This second stage implicitly called for the destm of white monopolies in politics,
economics, and education at which even the most moderdtpatient African-American
leaders predicted the nation would falter. In hindsiginth predictions appear not only
prophetic, but also buttress the criticisms of Nati@ha&litics that whites’ intentions were
insincere regarding any true attempt to blur, let alone etfasécolor line”.

Black Nationalists were in the forefront of thoseonsaw the Civil Rights legislation as
not enough. Nationalists invariably followed MalcolmsXéad and advised that America did
not need to create more laws; instead, Malcolm X clibadg® that to win the fight, the
leadership needed to drastically re-evaluate existing tastiesegies, and goals. Motivated by

James Baldwin’s incisive query: “who wants to integrate axburning house?” Black



Nationalists attempted to re-direct the future of Blackefioa entirely. Many Blacks and
whites opposed such political desires staunchly.

Martin Luther King, Jr's criticism of Lyndon Johnson'gilgative additions are fairly
representative of the moderated integrationist-orienteitl Rights political position. King
charged that public celebrations were not only unwardamig communicated a dangerous
message to Civil Rights supporters and detractors. Whattkrmed an “erroneous
communication” translated into a false belief that Aimehad achieved racial equality. The
Civil Rights community charged that such an erroneousepton held influence over many
Americans despite the reality of day-to-day race reiatidcound within such a perception was
the belief that because America had supposedly achiegddghly elusive racial equality the
nation should move forward by laying this extremely disgsand seemingly intractable issue to
rest. King took issue with such fallacious constructsadvised Black America that the
ultimate solution to what W.E.B. Du Bois had termed“fhreblem of the twentieth century” lay
in the completion of two successive and increasinglicdif stages.

According to King’s formulation, the initial step im#erica’s achieving racial equality
was securing legal equality. King explained that althouginakien had largely achieved such a
goal with the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts, légquality was only one needed aspect as
the nation still needed to develop the will to implemenexisting laws. In addition to
predicting that the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Actsul fail to be the cure-all for African-
Americans, Black Nationalists proffered an alternagigal structure, pace, and ideological
philosophy. The pervasive perception that the Civil Rigidsement had failed to eradicate
lingering racial inequities, particularly by not deliveriagngible gains, facilitated the ascension

of Black Nationalism as a viable alternative within tifecan-American freedom struggle.



The ascension of the Black Nationalist aestheticaohately subjected the traditional
goals of integration, pacifism, and nonviolent civil distieace to unprecedented challenge.
The allure of an independent intra-racial Nationgldditic prodded African-American activists
to increasingly challenge traditional Civil Rights moveiawtics, strategies, and goals. In
time, the Civil Rights strategies and tactics would b@gtated as parochial and passé by a
critical mass of African-American activists and thirgemany of who had ironically been either
vociferous supporters and/or wedded to such methods previddsht disconcerting for
integrationist-oriented Civil Rights leaders, the Naditst were trumping traditional practices of
pacifism and integration, and were threatening not onpptarize the nation, but also to rescind
previous victories. By the mid-1960s, Nationalists were plytdjgestioning moderate Civil
Rights leaders’ rigid contentions that integratiod amerracial cooperation were the only
chances African-Americans had at racial equality or satviiotivated by the same spirit that
guided previous self-determination movements in AfricareAcan history, Nationalists
executed a relatively bold intra-movement coup by re-ohefithe tactics, strategies, and goals
of the African-American freedom struggle. Includedhe initial chapter of this work are details
that not only delineate, but also highlight the procegsBlaek Nationalists undertook to first
ascend and then solidify their position as the new septatives of the African-American
freedom struggle. In a move that repulsed moderate intagsttoriented leaders, Nationalists
agitating within Civil Rights organizations quickly createdlimate that saw a purge of whites
from the African-American freedom struggle as its nmstious and surprising accomplishment.
Such a drastic course of action was little more thaclBNationalists’ application of an oft-
forgotten political position popularized by Malcolm X. Malm X asserted that Blacks must

achieve an intra-racial politico-economic solidarity anfiesiveness prior to any expansion



toward or embrace of interracial alliances. Such-weln ideological formulations advanced
the idea that African-Americans must have their oamnemic and political houses in order
before they could begin forging alliances, not to mentmegrating, with majority society.
Although African-Americans were developing a consemegarding this issue, numerous
organizations with various political postures competediereadership of the bourgeoning
nationalist era. The most renowned of these groupsdseubtedly the Black Panther Party for
Self-Defense.

The second chapter of this work details the westegnation of African-Americans.
Pulled by openings in the booming ship building business, mostipently in California’s Bay
Area, African-Americans settled alongside the Pagibast. The families of BPP co-founders
Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale migrated from Louisiadalamas respectively were
pursuing an increase in life opportunities. Unfortunatibly,Bay Area was found wanting in
regards to presenting African-Americans with such opportsgnitiehereby giving birth to a
bourgeoning activist community amongst its African-Amgnienigrants. Such solidarity and
activism was essential to their safety, particulaslyheey were often in conflict with local Bay
Area police officers.

The third chapter focuses upon the background of the BP®uooldrs. Of great
importance to this narrative are the ideological undeirpgs and previous organizational
experiences informing Newton and Seale’s future organizdterdeavor. Not only will the
reader be informed of BPP co-founders frustrations wéir #ctivist contemporaries, but also
exposed to the rise of Nationalist thought throughout éiem The alluded to alteration of
movement strategies, tactics, and tempo was not onlyaaspy the recently assassinated

Malcolm X, but also proved essential to the demisé@integrationist oriented Civil Rights



Movement. It was during a frenetic struggle to claimitle®logical legacy of Malcolm X that
Newton and Seale began to proselytize throughout thejuandeological vision.

The fourth chapter addresses the founding of the Blaath&aParty for Self-Defense.
Issues that are highlighted included: the selection ofganizational name, symbol, ideological
underpinnings, rules, and political platform. Of particuéerest is the BPP co-founders
decision to diverge from narrow Nationalist constructs embrace a decidedly more leftist
ideological position. Informed by the writings of suekiikt as Mao Tse-Tung, Karl Marx, and
Frantz Fanon, the BPP fell out of lock step with tiBd&ick Nationalist contemporaries. Such
priorities caused the BPP extreme difficulties in pgatieg said ideological issues to a
community that was generally unfamiliar with the afoemtioned leftist theoreticians. In many
ways it appears that the BPP may not have been Blat&ndlists at all, but more left leaning as
they borrowed ideological constructs from Socialist anch@unist leaders. Despite such
ideological peculiarities, the BPP achieved their netgrvia their decision to ‘pick up the gun’
and patrol local Bay Area officers. The alluded to RanPatrols brought the BPP notoriety
within the African-American and activist community, vehdimultaneously raising the ire of the
local establishment against the BPP. It would be thdicbbétween the Panthers and local
officers that would bring the organization unprecedented pupblicit

The fifth chapter of this work examines the relatiopdetween the Panther Patrols and
Bay Area officers’ desire to subdue the BPP. OPDiafsamplemented several stratagems
toward subduing the BPP. Bay Area officer’s attempasatd subduing the BPP proved
inefficient and unwittingly contributed to the Panthegtewth into a national level organization.
Embraced by urban African-American males throughouhth®n, the BPP was likewise

denounced by moderate African-American leaders and tlngie Wivil Rights allies. Such



denunciations would reach epic proportions after BPP cadferuduey P. Newton was involved
in a lethal early morning altercation. Most notabléhef above conflict was that it solidified the
BPP as the Vanguard of not only the Black Power Eraalsotthe general American protest
scene.

The sixth chapter of this text finds the BPP abgsritaditional leadership as both its co-
founders were incarcerated a mere twelve months isiodRistence. The alluded to leadership
vacuum was filled by the enigmatic Eldridge Cleaver. luddoe Cleaver’s leadership style and
ideological formulations that ushered in a period oftarilzation at the expense of more
reformist community programs. Having organized a natitenvall organization around a
defense campaign to secure Huey P. Newton’s acquittalcapital murder charge, Eldridge
Cleaver popularized the BPP to previously impossible levdigortunately, a combination of
BPP expansion and propagation of Leftist ideology, leteadliances with the White Leftist
community, spurred the Federal Bureau of Investigation &mdrél Intelligence Agency toward
attacking the Panther’s in a methodical manner.

The final chapter of this work examines the demise®BRP as a revolutionary vehicle.
The BPP retreat from vanguard status is equal parts ihthsaaray and external pressures.
Internally, the BPP national expansion exposed the argaom to administrative issues they
were wholly unprepared to address. Additionally, BPBdeawere in general disagreement
regarding the concept of victory, let alone the strategnd tactics needed to secure African-
American liberation and/or a Socialist Revolution.rtiéalarly damaging to the BPP stability
was national level politicians decision to label tHePBthe greatest internal threat to American
security’. Toward subduing the BPP, FBI leaders impléatemyriad tactics: wiretaps, agent

provocateurs, informants, murder, and disinformation cagnpa Readers will discover that the

10



combination of internal disarray combined with antaganestternal pressures to bring the BPP

to its demise.
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CHAPTER 2

THE RIVER SWELLS

During the modern Civil Rights Movement, African-Amenicactivists and their liberal,
white counterparts embarked upon an epic battle againstsstattioned racial aparthéidAs
the movement appeared to be heading for a major breakthirotighearly 1960s, Americans
mourned John F. Kennedy’s assassination and worried dmonétion’s future, particularly
whether Lyndon Baines Johnson, a Texan, would support acditwvil Rights legislation.
Johnson shocked many by offering his unequivocal support WirRights. The subsequent
passage of Civil Rights legislation led many to posit #famerica no longer had a need for
continued vigilance. Fortunately, such idealistic belikdisnot represent the entire activist
community.

African-American leaders admonished their unrealidbierfl counterparts. Civil Rights
stalwarts charged that not only was racial equality decgporary impossibility, but the vehicle
that possessed the only chance of arriving at equality be#ng discarded. The Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. reflected:

[W]ith Selma and the Voting Rights Act one phase of tgmaent in the

civil rights revolution came to an end. A new phase opdngdew

observers realized it or were prepared for its impbos. For the vast
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majority of white Americans, the past decade --- tig¢ phase --- had been a

struggle to treat the Negro with a degree of decency, fremjuality. White

America was ready to demand that the Negro should bedspae lash of

brutality and coarse degradation, but it had never bencwmmitted to

helping him out of poverty, exploitation or all formsd$écrimination. The

outraged white citizen had been sincere when he snatobedhips from the

Southern sheriffs and forbade them more cruelties. Benhwhis was to a

degree accomplished, the emotions that had momentatdyed him

melted away,

When negroes looked for the second phase, the reahizsHt

equality, they found that many of their white allies hagtydisappeared.

Negroes felt cheated, especially in the North, while nramtes felt that the

negroes had gained so much it was virtually impudent and gteesk for

more so SooA.

King was most prominent of those dissenting against tivetéathat a need no longer
existed for continued commitment in the battle to @atéiracial inequalities. King stringently
opposed assertions that existing legislation would eredlgttranslate into first-class citizenship.
Despite such warnings, the nation moved forward.

King’s trepidations reflected a pervasive fear among moel@ntggrationist- oriented
Civil Rights leaders. Malcolm X, a staunch Civil Rigb{goonent, appropriately summed up
America’s predicament when he suggested that it wadddittg a racial powder keg. Civil

Rights leaders feared that once the recently- pasgesldtion failed to translate into tangible
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gains, anger would become the sorrow song for margidafifecan-Americans. Integrationist
leaders feared that African-Americans’ anticipated ieaatould bewilder whites. African-
American moderates were very reasonable in fearingew/hibuld immediately question what
more could, or more importantly, should be done forAtimerican Negro.

While integrationist oriented African-Americans agitater additional legislation, many
vocal whites embraced an oppositional politic. Theseesttheorized that the group protection
African-Americans sought was irreconcilable with prihegoof American individualism,
positing that contemporary inequalities were solely alre$ now defunct legal codes. In effect,
the final step to liberation, according to this theorgndated that African-Americans exercise a
degree of patience. Such theory, however, would grossly isi mark. Indicative of African-
Americans’ impatience was an unprecedented racial diaab@c¢curred five days after the
Voting Rights Act passage. Such an event forced themetitace its racial dilemma. More
important, Americans realized that mere strokes of agam the presidential pen, were
incapable of closing its nearly four hundred-year raciatidi

In general, police officers’ routine operations withifriéan-American communities
have proven incredibly volatile, as they served esrstant reminder of establishment power.
Typically, African-Americans’ only interactions wilaw enforcement officers during this period
were antagonistic in nature. In light of such volatjlivhen on August 11, 1965, a Los Angeles
Police officer stopped an African American man foagerdriving. The arrest caused an
uncontrollable rage in the African-Americans witnessirgydfficer’s actions. Police on the
scene radioed for assistance as the situation esgalat of control. The arrival of additional
officers only worsened tensions among bystanders. Thes\R@t began as onlookers

commenced throwing bricks, bottles, and other objeciffiaers.
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Watts, a Los Angeles neighborhood with a 98% AfricaneAoan population, was the
first in a string of urban rebellions to occur underilsintircumstances. Watts was
representative of the destruction wrought by such rebslliBy the sixth day of rioting, 34
people had been killed, over 900 injured and 4,000 arrested. Toparpr damage exceeded
$35 million, an astronomical figure for 1965. Oakland resittergy P. Newton insightfully
posited that “[b]y their rebellions in the Black comntigs across the country the people have
proved that they will not tolerate any more oppressiothbyracist dog police. They are looking
now for guidance to extend and strengthen their resissinoggle.*

The Watts rebellion should have demonstrated to alktieamerican Dilemma
remained unsolved. Unfortunately, whites not only rebuked thotigditsacial equality was a
present impossibility, but also took the offensive agairfist#&n-Americans. Watts and similar
rebellions gave whites a convenient excuse for thasteeee to racial equality. However, even
King scoffed at such a catalyst:

A simple explanation holds that Negroes rioted in ¥athnd the white backlash

was born; the public became infuriated and sympathy evapofdtisdpat

explanation founders, however, on the hard facttttathange in mood had

preceded Watts and the Black Power slogan. Moreovewhlte backlash had

always existed underneath and sometimes on the surfégeesfcan life®
Integrationist-minded Civil Rights stalwarts were dumbfibechby their former allies’
oppositional politics. African-American moderates’ skat white liberals’ abandonment of
racial progressivism turned to horror as new politicaidgyples rose to prominence. A very
influential group of politicians and academics, includimgsitlent Lyndon Baines Johnson and

Daniel Patrick Moynihan, led the majority culture’s abamdent of racial progressivisfrirhe
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neo-liberalism advance guard and its Horatio Alger prlasigvould have a disproportionate
influence upon the American political landscape. Many&ghiuickly supported the idea that
African-Americans would eradicate their own intra-gheices if whites simply stepped out of
the way. White theoreticians posited that such actioveriably would lead to African-
Americans wielding unprecedented power within America’s jigbimpetitive economies. Neo-
liberal thinkers also conjectured that African-Americamaaement must be achieved via
independent intra-racial political economic mobilizatiamrocess in which all minority groups
historically engaged once they reached American shores.

Although public calls for African-Americans to lift thenhges up by their own
bootstraps had been a familiar refrain, it remained eeftir nor achievable considering
African-Americans’ dearth of monetary cachés. Despftec@n-Americans’ lack of political and
economic resources due to prior patterns of state-saadti@iscrimination, neo-liberals shifted
the blame for disparities between the races to Afrisarerican shoulders. Unmistakably
implicit in this philosophy was a white belief that enoufhpt too much, already had been
done for the American Negro.

Neo-liberals served as an advance guard attacking tradliiioeral ideas of group
protection while promoting the belief of unprecedentedviddal opportunities open to African-
Americans. To white minds, if African-Americans adopteaatiaciple of socially responsible
individualism, the next frontier of racial progress wookgtur via representative democracy and
collectivist economics, not the polarizing protests ctgr/ear. African-American activists
clearly recognized that their opponents had abruptlyegltdre national political landscape.

The rise of neo-liberalism threatened African-Amaripalitico-economic advancement

in myriad ways. Most troubling for African-American moders was the neo-liberal tendency to
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propagate false reasons for African-American angsotl#er concern were neo-liberals’
avoidance of attacks upon inherent structural biases va#ipitalism and representative
democracy. Such changes were particularly notable asaAfAmericans and their former
white allies were previously unrivaled in any substantrag regarding assertions that
structuralism was the genesis of contemporary racigueléies. In a reversal of prior beliefs,
neo-liberals posited that racial inequities were notezilby state policy. President Johnson
advanced this theory in his commencement address at Homarersity on June 4, 1965.
Johnson’s speech illuminates progressive whites’ abandoroheaditional liberalism in favor
of alternative politics. Ever the consummate paétic Johnson first enveloped himself in
traditional progressive jargon by acknowledging the effettacial discrimination and calling
for continued diligence. The President pointed out:

[Y]ou do not take a person who, for years, has been hobblekanys and

liberate him, bring him up to the starting line of a racetard say, “you

are free to compete with all the others,” and stiltlyulselieve that you

have been completely fair. Thus, it is not enoughtfusipen the gates of

opportunity. All our citizens must have the ability tolkvarough those

gates
However, the weightiest aspect of Johnson’s presentatiourred after these initial thoughts,
when the President unveiled Middle America’s new sgwatfor the eradication of racial
inequities. During this crucial moment, Johnson resituditedource of discrimination
prominently onto African-Americans’ bacRs:

Equal opportunity is essential, but not enough. ... Abilitstistched or stunted

by the family you live with, and the neighborhoods you iiveby the school you
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go to and the poverty or the richness of your surroundingsthe product of a

hundred unseen forces playing upon the infant, the child, anahdh. . . . Overt

job discrimination is only one of the important hurdisch must be overcome

before color can disappear as a determining factoeitives and fortunes of men

... The extent to which an individual is able to depdis aptitudes will largely

depend upon the circumstances present in the family withich he grows up

and the opportunities which he encounters at school ahe iarger

community*°

Johnson’s address was not only an early display ofibelism, but also a public
warning that the onus was upon African-Americans to lénbkelves up. The speech clearly
revealed white liberals’ abandonment of structuralismeandccompanying absolution of any
responsibility to the issue of racial justiceNeo-liberal theory gave rationale to the average
white citizen’s increasing opposition to racial prognassn and unwittingly contributed to a
volatile reaction within Black America.

The change in liberalism prodded King to observe that shidel completely absolved
themselves of any responsibility to closing the radiitie. Dr. King charged the United States
government with “writing piecemeal and incomplete legish and proclaiming its historic
importance.... [In effect] the American Government {e& Negro to make the unworkable
work.”*? Despite white liberals’ abandonment of racial progréssivan unmistakable
consensus among moderate Civil Rights leaders regatdimggortance remained. Put simply,
Civil Rights leaders pled for continued vigilance by theama citizenry and governmental

assistance until all citizens enjoyed the theoretigaabty that whites proposed. King succinctly
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summed up African-Americans’ predicament when he posefbllbe/ing question in the title of
one of his most poignant booR&there Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?

To such a query, African-American activists were preparehswer independent of
white influence. The most lucent and reverberating repking’s piercing question emanated
from Stokely Carmichael, a young activist member ofShedent Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC). He proposed that African-Amergdmture advancement hinged upon
their success in building independent, parallel instihstidhe SNCC leader theorized that such
institutions were essential to African-Americans’ maailion, organization, and management of
politico-economic resources. Nationalist theoretisisvere in general agreement that the
creation of Black controlled institutions was crititalAfrican-American progress, let alone
liberation® Noted grass-roots organizer Saul Alinsky predicted in hi& Raoles for Radicals
that once African-Americans realized the shortsigh#sedrof integration, they would abandon
such pursuits in favor of Nationalism:

As more effective means become available, the Negilaights movement will

divest itself of these decorations and substitutenameral philosophy in keeping

with its new means and opportunities. The explanationbgillas it always has

been “times have changed, this is happening totfay.”

Once Nationalists began indicting Civil Rights leadierr their failure to secure tangible gains,
Alinsky was proven correct.

Although the criticism of moderate goals, tacticgl amategies of the SCLS, Urban
League, and NAACP was a constant throughout the CiviitRighovement, Civil Rights
leaders’ failure to obtain actual advancements througsldigpn would prove to be the

Nationalists’ trump card. ARampartseditorialized one year after the passage of the Voting
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Rights Act: “(a) fter more than a decade of the GRights Movement the black American in
Harlem, Haynesville, Baltimore and Bogalusa is wor$¢oafay than he was ten years ago....
The Movement’s leaders know it and it is the souraheif despair.... The Movement is in
despair because it has been forced to recognize the Negiation as a myth'® Staunch Civil
Rights leader Whitney Young offered credibility to suckesBons, musing, “there is little value
in a Negro’s obtaining the right to be admitted to hateld restaurants if he has no cash in his
pocket and no job*® Nationalists calls for new leadership, directionatggies, tactics, and goals
were standard reactions to whites’ rightward movement.

African-Americans viewed the strengthening neo-liberalisa lbarometer of white
determination to thwart Black political and economic pesgr Nationalists exploited such
sentiments by questioning the wisdom of integrating witimareasingly conservative majority
culture. Put simply, Nationalists’ discontent “develdpeait of frustration over the limited pace
and scope of racial change, and out of bitterness towaeasing, brutal white opposition to ...
black advances™ Such a context forced King to denounce whites’ waning comemit to
justice. King reminded whites:

Negroes of America had taken the President, the presharmpulpit at their word

when they spoke in broad terms of freedom and justicd he word was broken,

and the free-running expectations of the Negro crashed insicdhe walls of

white resistancé®
King posited that within such a context, African-Amergagravitation toward and embrace of

Nationalism was not only predictable, but also an undedstble, rational decision.
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African-Americans’ eventual adoption of a less compsamgi Nationalist politics was
the result of the intensifying white resistance. BayaAresident Bobby Seale highlighted the
mid-1960’s pulse of African-Americans when he stated that

laws the NAACP were trying to establish were a wastere and money. Black

people in this society don’t have anything that is for thEne laws already on

the books weren’t even serving them in the first plaoewhat is the use of

making more laws, when what was needed was to enfozqarésent laws’

African-Americans were suspicious of white liberals’ atimshment that change would
be slow but forthcoming if only the Black community woblel patient. As Huey Newton
recognized, by the mid-1960s African-Americans were increlysinan-receptive to calls for
integration:

The Black leaders have led the community to believelthagtlity and force

could be ended by subjecting the people to this very forselBbgacrificing

demonstrations. The Black people realize brutality anckfoan only be inflicted

if there is submission. The community has not respomddte past or in the

present to the absurd, erroneous and deceitful tactsts-cdlled legitimate Black

leaders. The community realizes that force and bruytzdih only be eliminated by

counterforce through self-deferSe.

Likewise, James Robert Rosslihe War Withirrecognized the urgency African-

Americans felt regarding the need to alter Civil Rights/btaent strategies and tactics:

each time the black people in those cities saw DrtiMauther King get slapped

they became angry, when they saw little black girlsogetbed to death in a

church and civil rights workers abused and murdered theyamgmer; and when
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nothing happened, they were steaming mad. We [Civil Rigtaislers] had

nothing to offer that they could see. Except to go out arlgelaten agaift.

While whites increasingly attacked Black Nationalism,iddatlist politics experienced
growing support from African-Americans. Whites’ denunoiathad a negligible effect as such
public sentiments resulted in poor- and working-class Afriémericans exploring Nationalist
politics and repudiating gradualism. Not since Marcus Gasvgyiversal Negro Improvement
Association of the 1920s had the nation seen African-Aaues poised to gravitate en masse
towards Nationalism?

Historian Clayborne Carson posits that the riseeokliberalism and Goldwater
conservatism in majority culture politics combined witk tid-1960s’ rise of Nationalism
guaranteed that the Civil Rights movement and its gdatgeyracial cooperation, gradualism,
and integration were relics of the p&sThe pride component of Nationalism led African-
Americans to become fed up with unmitigated white aggressieg;were prepared to get their
point across that rampaging white mobs and white nightsrisheist be made to understand that
their days of free head-whipping are over. Black peopleldrend must fight back. Nothing
more quickly repels someone bent on destroying youttimnonequivocal message: OK, Fool,
make your move, and run the same risk | run-of d§fing.

The psychological alteration wrought by the Nationalesthetic rivaled a similar one of
a half-century before when African-Americans’ post-WodANar | existence within urban
enclaves such as Harlem generated a “New Negro.” Thispepuolarized by Alain Locke came
to be the very definition of an African-American unida no longer afraid of whites. Likewise,
the rise of Nationalism during the mid-1960s had a similacefipon African-Americans and

the genesis of a “new Black” is central to understandirgrise. . The transformed population
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was known by his/her urban locale and repudiation of th# Rights movement’s snail-like
pace and reformist, conciliatory goals. In its platesh individuals adopted less patient politics
that pivoted upon the centrality of parallel institutiamshe African-American freedom struggle.

Most startling to moderate leaders was that this latedlenge to their hegemony
emerged from their own camp. The Student Non-Violent Coatitig Committee (SNCC), the
unacknowledged heir to the Civil Rights mantle, issuedrtbst serious, if not the first,
challenge to moderate Civil Rights leaders. With itssaofpacifism and inter-racialism,
SNCC's challenge to existing moderate strategies waseigattof contradictioi> However, an
in-depth examination of SNCC lends critical understantbrifpe ascension of nationalist
politics.

During the Civil Rights movement’s hay day, SNCC aadnterracial membership cited
base as the future of race relatihSupporters highlighted that SNCC had proven in the
South’s most dangerous battlefields that interraciapenation was possible. The sacrifices of
SNCC members knew no limits as several died during organagtivities. Although this
utopian view of SNCC was a particularly inspiring prognessgiortrait, unfortunately, it was
fallacious at its core.

SNCC'’s African-American members knew all too wellttthee organization was not the
melting pot outside commentators lauded. As Clayborne Carsphatically states, by 1964,
SNCC was marred by racial strife. Veteran Civil Rigdttvist Andrew Young recalls that
during this period, he saw frustrations surrounding whitelpgeibuild to a point that African-
Americans within SNCC abandoned the singing of “We Shedir@me” in favor of angry,
alienating, and uncompromising shouts for “Black Povf&€arson’s history of SNCC fleshes

out Young's observations, and in the process replacadebabzation moderates propagated.
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Although white SNCC workers risked their lives to regislisenfranchised African-
Americans, such dedication does not cancel out an undeft@eial and gender resentment
festering beneath SNCC's progressive facade. SNCCisaiffAmerican members had tired of
intra-organizational contradictions and began harshliganitg previously unexamined issues,
such as integration. Such an ideological alterationneasotally shocking as Civil Rights
leaders foresaw SNCC’s abandonment of unconditioregiation. As King noted: “I should
have known that in an atmosphere where false prontieafady realities, where acts of
unpunished violence towards Negroes are a way of life, nlemze would eventually be
questioned® The harsh realities to which King alluded prodded Africanefican activists
toward the Nationalist strategies of Malcolm X, Ralse Williams, and the Deacons for
Defense and Justice. This abandonment of integratiomégrdracialism exacerbated tensions
within SNCC to unprecedented levels.

By 1966, the tension of working in the Jim Crow Soutbapipointment regarding
movement gains, and resentment of white privilege aidgdCSNationalists in executing a
coup. These Nationalists’ alteration of SNCC'’s trijecwas understandable; however, it
remained morally questionable since “disappointment prodiegsair and despair produces
bitterness, and that the one thing certain about bigensats blindness...When some members
of the dominant group, particularly those in power, amast in attitude and practice, bitterness
accuses the whole group’.”Prodded by such bitterness, SNCC leaders distancedetvesis
from King’'s position and embraced Malcolm X’s Nationapislitics via the pursuit of intra-
racial solidarity and political and economic empowerntnany means necessary. Such focus

was largely irreconcilable with prior organizationaliesys.
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SNCC'’s new Nationalist politics caused it to be wmtif within the Civil Rights
community. Unbeknownst to critics, SNCC'’s adoption ofafrtacial solidarity was little more
than an implementation of standard Nationalist priesipNationalist figures such as Malcolm X
had admonished that before there could be any hope foraicied harmony, there must first be
intra-racial unity. Additionally, Nationalists advisedhites that their most valuable contribution
in the battle to end racial discrimination was not orking among African-Americans, but
working within their own communities.

SNCC was not alone in adopting Black Nationalism. dflishs William Chafe and
Howard Sitkoff write that once it became apparent tifiatmoderate Civil Rights leaders’
agenda was incapable of securing tangible gains for theafAmerican masses, “virtually
every black organization soon adopted some variant akBlawer, each giving it its own
congenial connotatiort® Saddened, old guard Civil Rights leaders sought to make sktfse o
movement born partially of generational conflicts andgsed that “[m]any of the young people
proclaiming Black Power today were but yesterday the devatidlglack-white cooperation and
nonviolent direct action.... If they are America’s angmydren today, this anger is not
congenital. It is a response to the feeling that as@ation is hopelessly distant because of the
inconsistencies, resistance and faintheartedness @f itnpswer.! African-American activists’
reaction to the nation’s failure to honor its promisesle it clear that the next stage of the
struggle would never repeat prior strategic errors.

The unprecedented frontal assaults upon white suprematigufaaly white politico-
economic monopolies, rendered previous strategies andrymaissued? Nationalists’
offensive rhetoric was often the same commentary esgdusthe average African-American

worker, student, or urbanite in whites’ absence. Althougterate integrationist-oriented Civil
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Rights leaders remained steadfast in their convictiahwhites were indispensable to the
movement, Nationalists flippantly discarded whites amd thileged contributions. To their
credit, white supporters of racial equality continued taetivist ways despite their dismissal
from the African-American freedom struggle. Howevereafhe Voting Rights Acts, white
activists’ pursuits focused upon areas that did not dirgoihact the future fortunes of African-
Americans or race relations in America: women’stsgthe Vietnam War, and gay righfs.
Former Civil Rights supporters recognized that the cupertdccupation with intra-racial
solidarity held an implicit message for progressive @llird conservative opponents alike: the
African-American freedom struggle had turned the cornemasdangrier and less patient than
at any time in recent memotyAfrican-American activists’ abandonment of moderatélCi
Rights goals and non-violent civil disobedience shouldchage been a total shock for the
majority culture. In fact, even a cursory examinabbdAfrican-American protest history reveals
that multiple political philosophies and goals have atMagen vying for vanguard status.

The popularity of Malcolm X as a Nationalist spokesperdiaring the height of the
integrationist-oriented Civil Rights movement confirmtbs rejection of former conciliatory
principles. Urban African-Americans’ admiration oflMolm X was a result of his sharp and
unforgiving analysis of African-American problems. MalcoXmvarned the nation, particularly
whites, to be leery of Negroes who sought unconditiomegjration instead of having their own
nation. Such politics, Malcolm X contended, clearlynsigd that its espouser was out of his/her
right mind. In the same vein, Malcolm X warned whitest tNegroes who reported that their
brethren sought unconditional integration were doinglaltks a drastic and most dangerous

disservice:
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Few white people realize that many black people today diatikeavoid spending any
more time than they must around white people. This “iatémn” image, as it is
popularly interpreted, has millions of vain, self-exaltedtavpeople convinced that black
people want to sleep in bed with them -- and that's! ¥ lie
Following Malcolm X'’s lead, Nationalists articulatedl@ep disdain for pacifist strategies and
moderate goals. Taking a page from the literary geniusgd&aldwin, Black Power Era leaders
echoed his famous query: “Who wants to integrate into @ifyhouse 7

Influenced by an extended tradition of self-determinatidiig®) H. Rap Brown, a
catalyst behind SNCC’s embrace of Nationalism, asséntgdhe African-American freedom
struggle’s completion was ultimately left to Black mféiSNCC program secretary Cleveland
Sellers supported such sentiments and added that oncealiat®focused upon tangible issues,
they realized “that the problems [facing African-Amerglan. will not be solved without
revolution.”® However, it was not until the Civil Rights movemeriéist major march through
the South that outsiders became aware of theséogleal and strategic alterations.

In June 1966, as African-American youth embraced Naigmadnd thereby widened the
generational gap between themselves and integrationist-englders, James Meredith was shot
during the “March Against Fear.” Prior to Meredith’s enirg upon this march , intra-
movement discord combined with the absence of a dramadliiong issue to shut down the Civil
Rights movement’s hallmark mass marches and protestseGuently, Meredith’s decision to
continue his trek with a veritable “Who’s Who” of the/iCRights movement provided
insurgent Nationalists an opportunity to debut their newipslitia television and print media.

Meredith’s “March Against Fear” became the venue during livBiCC’s Nationalist cadre
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debuted its vision of the tactics, strategies, and gea&d m the next stage of African-American
struggle.

The following is King’s account of the contentious lmttlaged between the
integrationist-oriented .King and the young SNCC Natish&tokely Carmichael as they
wrestled for control of the African-American freedasinuggle:

Sensing this widening split in our ranks, | asked Stokely aoygbRb join me in a

frank discussion of the problem.... | mentioned the impbee of violence that

the press had already attached to the phrase.... “PoveciStbkely] said, “is the
only thing respected in this world, and we must get it any"cos{W]e must use
every constructive means to amass economic and pofiever. This is the kind
of legitimated power we need. We must work to build rgmimle and refute the
notion black is evil and ugly. But this must come througincgram, not merely
through a slogan...The words ‘black’ and ‘power’ together treeimpression

that we are talking about black domination rather tharkt#goality>°

Ultimately, Nationalists garnered a critical mas#bfcan-Americans and gained control of the
movement. Unfortunately, the sensational, yet palagj rhetoric that garnered national
attention was incapable of masking the reality that thva®a definite dearth of concrete
political analysis emanating from its ranks.

The failure of various Nationalists to agree upon wB&ck Power” meant
demonstrates how damaging this lack of clarity was foNdt@nalists. . William L. Van
DeBurg indicts them for this huge oversight when heesritmilitants found it much easier to

explain alleged misconceptions than to formulate sutdiefinitions.”® As a result of such
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failure, myriad interpretations of Nationalism arosenf supporters and detractors alike. For
whites, “Black Power” was code for racial separatistacB supremacy, and “premeditated acts
of violence to destroy the political and economic insitins of this country* To make matters
worse, moderate Civil Rights leaders were leery ad@ating with Nationalist political thinkers,
particularly as racially polarizing rhetoric and slogappeared to be central to their liberation
programs.

Civil Rights leaders feared that Nationalist rhetev@uld render a waste much of the
energy exerted toward integration. Ironically, theiw&tional fears emanating from the threat
of Black Power for whites flowed directly from theima@estors’ and contemporaries’ consistent
abuse of power. King highlighted this extreme irony by relimg Americans that

[t]here is nothing essentially wrong with power. The peabis that in America

power is unequally distributed. This has led Negro Amerigatise past to seek

their goals through love and moral suasion devoid of pawemwhite Americans

to seek their goals through power devoid of love and camsgie. [l]tis

precisely this collision of immoral power with poweHdasorality which

constitutes the major crisis of our tinfés.

Many whites refused to believe that African-Americanscialr power were not part of a long-
range goal of racial revenge and retribution for priotevtransgressions.

Put simply, the embrace of Nationalism was a conscaitempt to redefine the African-
American freedom struggle in hopes of preventing its 8bdkely Carmichael contended that
Nationalism enabled “black people to make a serious biddaer and to take responsibility for

W43

those areas of their lives that others have alwaggaled.” Carmichael's statement revealed

Nationalist leaders’ political direction and its iroecilability with moderate Civil Rights
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leaders’. Manning Marable notes that integrationists “sdpkired an equal opportunity to
compete within society and the labor force, withoutd@kilitating restrictions of casté*Black
Nationalists’ uncompromising rhetoric, however, foesitwed a volatile period of American

race relations.

In Black Power Ideologiesloseph T. McCartney describes the chaos Nationalists
encountered as they attempted to nail down the meanindadfK'Bower.” According to
McCartney, out of the plethora of Nationalist ideolsgailable, two strands rose to
prominence: (A) symbolic acts of physical or cultural sepan from whites, and (B)
mobilization of intra-racial political and economisoairces for a later attempt at integration
with power?® The latter posture emerged victorious, forcing Natiotsalis concentrate on the
building of independent politico-economic institutions.

Toward this goal, Charles V. Hamilton created a fumetiaefinition of Black
Nationalism:

Black power is concerned with organizing the rage of blacplee... Black

power (1) deals with the obviously growing alienation etcklpeople and their

distrust of the institutions of this society; (2) worsteate new values and to

build a new sense of community and of belonging; and (8kswto establish

legitimate new institutions that make participants,neaipients, out of a people

traditionally excluded from the fundamentally racist psses of this countfy.
Carmichael and HamiltonBlack Power: The Politics of Liberation in Amerittather fleshed
out Black Nationalism’s meaning. Their popular book suggestddtia next stage of African-

American activism would be achieved via intra-racial psalt social, educational, and economic
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solidarity. The authors theorized that independent, panafigiutions were African-Americans’
only hope to achieve independence:

The concept of Black Power rests on a fundamental peerBefore a group can

enter the open society, it must first close rankstHss, we mean group solidarity

is necessary before a group can operate effectively drbargaining position of

strength in a pluralistic society. Traditionally, eaw ethnic group in this

society has found the route to social and political \itglihrough the

organization of its own institutions with which to repeat its needs within the

larger society . . . the American melting pot has ndtedeltalians vote for

Rubino over O'Brien; Irish for Murphy over Goldberg, &tc.

Such thinking influenced even Civil Rights stalwarts sucKiag.

Although King’s post-“March on Washington” ideological tséormation often is
ignored by scholars, he grasped the core of Black Ndsomand offered conditional support
for its political philosophy:

Black Power is a call for the pooling of black financiabwges to achieve

economic security.... Through the pooling of such resouradshendevelopment

of habits of thrift and techniques of wise investment,Nbgro will be doing his

share to grapple with his problem of economic deprivatioBlaick Power means

the development of this kind of strength within the Negymmunity, then it is a

quest for basic, necessary, legitimate poffer.

Despite such lucent prose, the lack of a coherentadgand goal continually resurfaced
within the Nationalist community. Consequently, ingte&uniformity, each organization, and

often leaders within the same organization, espousedacictory philosophies regarding
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“Black Power.*® Without a fundamental definition, Nationalists bedtfor territory. One of the
organizations engaged in this struggle was the Black Papé#ner for Self-Defense (BPP),
which became the vanguard of not only the Black Powebataglso the general American

protest scene during the sixties; this is the storyef tievolutionary years.
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CHAPTER 3

THE FOUNDERS

Although many people are alarmed by the rise of signifipalitical dissent within
America’s borders, such fears are alleviated by a largesupported belief that such individuals
and the movements they head are aberrations withifirtiegican political system. In reality, the
rise of such individuals is usually explainable by theikigagunds and/or upbringing. Such
individuals are, to borrow the phrasing of Richard Wridimherica’s Native Son’s, meaning that
just as this nation were forged behind political dissersten® do these individuals pick up that
mantle and attempt to alter their country, people, anderdional wisdom regarding what is and
what is not possible. This chapter focuses upon the baakgyf two such individuals and
attempts to bring some logic to their rather unconveatiprotest.

Walter Newton settled his family in Oakland during the 1940tsre he found
employment as a general laborer. The Newton patnaashone of an estimated 50,000 African-
Americans who moved into the Bay Area and found work irskiygyards or ancillary wartime
industries during the national mobilization for World WarObkland’s centrality to wartime
naval production was the only reason the city was albdds$orb such large numbers into the
local economy. As the nation mobilized for World Wby converting America’s
manufacturing centers into production sites for Ameriwwanmaterials, industrial barons found

themselves in an unenviable position.
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They needed to increase production while losing substaatitd of their
overwhelmingly white, male work force to the armed é&stdn desperate need of laborers,
factory owners revisited their World War | hiring practi@nd recruited African-American

laborers Curtis Jerome Austin notes that “[lJabor recruitgvho] traveled to Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas,
Mississippi, and the Carolinas sought workers for K&geur gigantic shipyards in Richmond, and for other

shipyards such as Marinship in Sausalito, Moore in Oakladdadd in San Francisc® The availability of
entry-level jobs, sometimes with the possibility of adesement, encouraged African-American
emigration. Additionally, World War Il labor progresss greatly facilitated by A. Philip
Randolph’s threat to “March on Washington” if Presidenainklin Delano Roosevelt allowed

job discrimination to continue unabated in the natioves industries. To avoid global
embarrassment and charges of hypocrisy, Roosevelt gavé&endolph’s demands and banned
racial discrimination in wartime industries by signingeEutive Order 8802. For the Newtons, as
for the majority of their fellow emigrants, the impstfor relocating was economic; however, not

even the Bay Area’s increased employment opportunitideceeconomic woes.

The Bay Area’s population increased exponentially accafriAmericans arrived during the mobilization
effort. The municipality of Oakland witnessed a growtnf nearly 8,500 African-American residents in the pre-

World War 1l period to nearly 50,000 ten years later. Beskalso saw its Black population nearly quadruple from
3,400 to over 13,000, while Richmond grew from a paltry 2 #&cé&fi-Americans to an amazing 14,000 in 1850.

One Bay Area resident poignantly recalls that theeb@f arriving emigrants were a continual source of
amazement during her childhood. She remembers, “Weltbgm to the Sixteenth Street Station after school to
watch the people get off the trains, and it was likarade. You just couldn’t believe that that many people dvoul

come in, and some didn’t even have any luggage; they veounh@ with boxes, with three or four children with no

place to stay...* Unfortunately, a familiar adversary shadowed Afridamericans’ westward migration.
Although labor recruiters’ overtures were critical te Bay Area’s changing

demographics, the simultaneous importation of white Southalice officers curtailed the
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potentially positive impact African-Americans could havedmé& the community through
sincere industrious efforts. Such irony serves as thalbag to Oakland racial politics from
World War 1l forward. The Oakland Police Departmei@°D) policies and actions were so
racist that the California legislature launched anstigation during the post-World War Il
period. This investigation ultimately led to the Chieésignation and a shake-up of the entire
department. Despite the influx of African-American ledys and the California Legislature’s
investigation, conservatism was still the Bay Area’soi@nt political perspective as the
Republican Party solidified control in the 1950s. Ironicale Republican Party’s ascendancy
and introduction of extreme conservatism occurred atéhg moment that the Southern-based
Civil Rights movement entered a flow stage. Convealisnsdom holds that it was the
Southern strongholds that were the least amenableatmehparticularly along the frontier of
race, however, by the 1950'’s it was these very stronglodldscial bigotry which began slowly
reforming its position on race while non-Southern areasrsed their field and adopted the
South’s antiquated posture on race and civil rights.

Mimicking a national pattern, post-World War Il economiospects for Bay Area
African-Americans steeply declined. The economic downtd 1946 and 1947 was a direct
result of cessation of wartime production and the rev@imhite soldiers to their old jobs. Bay
Area African-Americans’ post-war economic displacemeas exacerbated by industrial
owners’ desire to become major players in the emgrBacific Rim economy. Although such
expansion could have served as a boon for African-Ametatzorers, a lack of specific skills
and education precluded such opportunities. As Rod Bush noted:

new technologies such as containerization brought about

reductions in longshore and warehousing jobs. Manufactjobsy
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moved to the suburbs and overseas, and were replacesewitbe

industry jobs in commerce and finance. These new jobs egfjuir

high levels of skill and education and were not availtbl@ost of

the displaced, unskilled laborers in Oakland, who weendslack

and Latino®
Further marginalizing African-American laborers was tlollusion of Bay Area union leaders
who defended the closed shop, employers who refusecetadross the color line, and landlords
who refused African-Americans affordable housing.

Accompanying the transitioning post-World War Il economg waleveloping pattern of
“white flight” and the relocation of Bay Area factaieo non-central city areas. As a
consequence, Oakland’s overall population declined by-yn23y000 citizens between 1950
and 1970. Over the same period, the African-American popalatcreased by 80,000. The
effect of the decade-long relocation of jobs was redléin the census of 1959-1960 that painted
a bleak economic picture of Oakland. The city’s unemplent rate was 70 percent higher than
the surrounding San Francisco-Oakland Standard metraopslasistical area and 50 percent
higher than state and national rates. The 1960 censuskt#rd further revealed that while 39.6
percent of whites in the area lived in deprivation or pigy@an overwhelming 66.1 percent of
nonwhites did so. Such a concentration of poverty tbthe United States government to
classify Oakland an economically depressed ¥rea.

Local resident Reginald Major recalls the Bay Areajsidly increasing economic
problems and contends that by the modern Civil Rights memgsngenesis, Oakland was “a
slum characterized by ramshackle buildings, poor cityices, inadequate transportation, a too

high a concentration of unemployed persons and an atotasdisregard for the needs of the
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residents by official agencies of Governmetit¥Major argues that opportunities to eradicate the
formidable socioeconomic problems plaguing Oakland were @aackhe, along with others, lays
the blame for the deteriorating situation squarely afebeof Bay Area business and political
elites. These groups’ sole priority was ensuring theAag’s centrality in the developing
Pacific Rim economy. Unfortunately, such a pursuit cangeast to Oakland’s citizenry in the
form of intensifying central city poverty, despair, anghélessness, all by-products of Oakland’s
dwindling tax base. Exacerbating Oakland residents’ pligi# the reality that even the
Southern-based Civil Rights movement promised littlggtble impact upon their situation.
Oakland’s Black residents could vote and serve on juthey;lacked good jobs, modern
schools, and proper housing. These maladies colludeddd@aArea African-Americans
toward a decidedly more cynical view of American demogtaan their Southern brethren.
The issues confronting non-Southern urbanites werenditidifferent from those facing
Southern-based rural African-Americans. One consequersiech differences was that non-
southern African-Americans often were bolder in idggland generally unwilling to wed
themselves to the pacifism Southerners refused to b&imaply put, if the South was King'’s
territory, urban Black America was the land of Malca{mand Black Nationalism. The rich
Nationalist lineage of Marcus Garvey, WEB DuBois, Hliduhammad, Albert Cleage, and
Malcolm X gave focus to urban African-Americans’ @igims of Civil Rights tactics, strategies,
and goals. Malcolm X’s Nationalist theory proved modugrftial through his rhetorical
indictment of nonviolent, civil disobedience tacticsl amtegrationist goals. Nationalists eagerly
proselytized Malcolm X’s position that integration wasdpable of achieving racial equality.
Such thinkers charged that non-Southern African-Ameriegare living proof that neither the

franchise nor legislative equality was capable of allevga#frican-Americans’ maladies. These
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challenges would be articulated most strongly by Natists within Oakland’s Bay Area, an
area to which white radicals also would bring infamy thropigitest activity at the University of
California-Berkeley. This highly active political environmieserved as the backdrop for
Newton'’s political development.

Born in Monroe, Louisiana on February 17, 1942, Huey P. dlewfs the seventh and
last child born to Amelia and Walter Newton. Newtgpésents unwittingly anointed their son a
political activist at birth, naming him in honor of Loasa Governor Huey P. Long, a long-time
advocate for Negro rights during the Jim Crow period. HaneMewton would earn his own
infamy hundreds of miles from rural Monroe. While thgungest child was still a toddler, the
Newtons left their Louisiana roots in search of adydite. Traditionally, the primary catalyst
behind African-American migration was the South’s reggartheid system. African-Americans
realized that Southern society was closed as fdreagdlitico-economic advancement was
concerned. According to Newton, the push of Jim Crow hagull of increased economic
opportunities were the primary catalysts for his fatsityiove to the Bay Area in 1945,

Amelia and Walter Newton were also motivated to migbgtéhe improved educational
opportunity such relocation offered their children. Besichools and a traditional educational
calendar year were a new experience for African-Ataeremigrants. In the rural South, the
labor-intensive agrarian existence mandated the partmiphbyi the entire family, particularly
during planting and harvesting seasons. However, theabiay of increased educational
opportunities was directly linked to a brighter future pravided immeasurable hope for
African-American parents. The Newtons planned forrttleiidren to excel educationally;
however, those well-laid plans were not to be f@filby all of their offspring, particularly the

youngest, Huey’
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The youngest Newton appeared destined for marginalitytdNesensed early on that
much of formal education failed to address the peculidrl@nes facing African-Americans.
Explaining his difficulties with engaging in either agsd material or his teachers, Newton
reflects,

during those long years in the Oakland public schools, halid
have one teacher who taught me anything relevant to myif@wvn
or experience. Natne instructor ever awoke in me a desire to
learn more or question or explore the worlds of litenetscience,
and history. All they did was try to rob me of the s2a6my own
uniqueness and worth, and in the process they nearlg ke
urge to inquire®

Huey appeared unconcerned with his obvious educational digguhinking perhaps
they would miraculously work themselves out. Newton brausly relates a peculiar perspective
on literacy while in junior high school: “I associate&ding with being an adult: when | became
an adult, | would automatically be able to read, t5d?0ssibly one reason for Newton’s lack of
enthusiasm for schooling was the dearth of African-Acagreducators and administrators in
Bay Area schools.

For many African-American children, the absence ofoafn-American teachers and
administrators creates ill feelings toward the erg@ecational process. William Henry Brown
reveals that in 1962, the Bay Area was nearly 50 perceitaAfAmerican, yet incredibly, out
of 139 administrators, the school system had only fivek8laerving as principal and vice
principal. Additionally, only 164 African-American teachenst of nearly 1,200 educators

served the needs of Bay Area yoffttA subsequent study by the National Education Association
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subtitled “A Community in Transition with a School &% Too Slowly Adapting”
recommended that the Oakland Public School System takediate steps to better serve its
highly diverse population of students:

[We] advise the acceptance of professional leadership

responsibility for adopting the school program and staffieet the

needs of a community and school system in rapid ti@ansirhis

includes the employment of new teachers and assistance t

currently employed teachers so that understanding gqirtiide ms

and needs of children from non-urban areas and fronreiiftfe

cultural, racial, and language backgrounds will be assucese th

needs met!
One consequence of what Newton perceived as the Oakdhodls irrelevancy to his daily life was his
departure from the system as a student and his reincar@atia hellion. Newton’s withdrawing from schoo
led to his pursuing self-worth in Oakland’s mean streets.

The adolescent Newton directed his energies toward dafehts most cherished
possession, a rapidly-growing street reputation, andderlgaembarked upon a pattern of anti-
social behavior that invariably led to confrontationshwitvals. Taught by his older brother
Sonny (Walter, Jr.) to confront his fears and see hiseotons as scared individuals themselves,
Newton adopted a belief that the best defense wasiahibited offense. If anyone looked at
him “the wrong way,” he pummeled the transgressor. Neés/mmtemporaries referred to him
as “Crazy Huey” because he proved unafraid to fight anyader any circumstancés.

Newton’s pugilistic skills and oratorical style weneapable of compensating for his educational
deficiencies. While his status as an urban legend increlasedmained a functional illiterate

and disciplinary problem within the innumerable Bay Ard#sds from which he was

expelled®®

Although Newton held the local public school systenhadame contempt as the rest of

his surroundings, he did possess the intelligence to agadkemically. As with most troubled
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students, Newton'’s talents needed nurturing and developapricess that must have seemed
impossible to Bay Area educators. Newton needed to bedialized into understanding the
utility of education, and although appearing incorrigibleatimits to always possessing an
innate desire to uplift his race by alleviating their surfiigr

Newton'’s sincere desire to aid African-Americans pravida opening for him to halt
the downward spiral of his life. Fortunately, his brotilvin, a college student, convinced
Newton of the power of education. Although the taskatéleing up to his peers must have
appeared daunting, Newton began the process through a regfinwacious reading. He
pursued his education with the same intensity as whegbledled against teachers. Such tenacity
helped Newton matriculate from the highly-rated Berké&legh School. However, in one final
instance of rebellion against school authority, Newtalkdd at a counselor’s advice that he
should abandon any ideas of furthering his education. To thisydar educator’s chagrin, in
1959 Newton enrolled himself in Oakland Community Collegé@) later re-named Merritt
College®

Unlike many of his peers, Newton did not intend to matrteuleom OCC within a
traditional time frame, evidenced by his opting to take glsioourse each grading period.
Newton’s decision to take such a light course load waslu®to any mental inadequacies,
personal slothfulness, or uncertainties regarding hisiabilinstead, it was quite simply an
extension of his unconventional philosophy toward educatidoelief that drew strict lines
between education and training. For Newton, true educaticuriced when an individual
focused upon a single subject for extended periods. Hisdayghse load enabled him to read the
footnoted material in the works assigned for the coumszddition to the bibliographic texts and

suggested readings. Such activities went beyond being metalmeercises for Newton as they
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enabled him to become an expert in various discipliese important than the subjects

Newton voraciously digested is the oft-ignored insgth fanatical focusing reveals about his
personality. The future Panther leader was predisposeddananiacally pursuing specialized
areas of study, which led to his decision to becometamatly. This linkage of the law as a
powerful tool in the battle for racial justice with lealous pursuit of expertise in specified areas
would serve him well in future endeavors.

Lacking any real guidance from counselors, Newton decidedhéabrrect manner to
prepare for law school was to take political scienags®s. His exposure to this discipline
prodded him to examine his deteriorating surroundings moreathjti The inquisitive Newton
quickly recognized that the problems facing African-Amergcgoblessness, homelessness,
poverty, and inferior education) were not unique to his BaaaAmnvirons. Rather Newton
perceived that such maladies were linked in Newton’s mindet@mhdemic structural flaws of
American capitalism.

Further aiding Newton'’s intellectual development waghigicipation in the campus-
based Afro-American Association (AAA). The AAA wagup of African-American
collegians who analyzed the seminal texts of 1960s pratéste, including WEB DuBoisThe
Souls of Black FolkRalph Ellison’dnvisible Man and James BaldwinBhe Fire Next Time
Through immersing himself in these books, Newton began fgrgonclusions regarding
African-Americans’ role, existence, and future within talggt America. Newton observed that
regardless of where they resided in the nation, Afrisarericans remained the most likely to be
poverty stricken, poorly educated, and incarcerated ateabeding their percentage in the
general population. Such insights guided Newton toward exagnaccepted American

principles such as democracy, capitalism, justice, iaedty. His most important conclusion was
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that fundamental flaws within America’s politico-ecornonmstitutions, and not some ill-defined
notion of African-American inferiority, were at theot of African-American problenfs.

While Huey P. Newton busied himself as a Civil Right®tl via his collegiate
experience, his future comrade, Bobby Seale, was servihg mation’s military. Seale’s
experience in the Air Force would endow him with an unquesiettairst to impact his
surroundings for the good, particularly as they relatddstoace. Bobby Seale, born in Dallas,
Texas, on October 22, 1936, was the son of a master terpdio possessed only an eighth-
grade education. After living in several Texas cities,3kales joined the wave of African-
American emigrants to the West Coast during the Wordd MVmobilization effort. Although
not the sole factor behind the family’s marginal ecoiegosition, the eldest Seale’s lack of
formal education undoubtedly contributed. In the wakdeif trelocation, the Seales found
themselves residing in a Berkeley government-subsidizedrigppsdject. Here, Bobby began
running with other poor youth who encouraged his participatipetty crime, although Seale
never found his way to any major legal troubles. Upon gramtuétom high school, with no
money for college, Seale joined the military, a pa#t thany disenfranchised youth considered
their only escape from povert.

An optimistic youth, Seale trained as a sheet me¢ghanic in the Air Force. Prior to
entering the service, he possessed strong feelings cargéneiinjustices done not just to
African-Americans, but all marginalized populations.Ha Air Force, Seale witnessed many of
these injustices up close. As his service tenure continuedjdaiontent with particular aspects
of the military heightened. Seale later admitted he naadi@stic mistake in joining the United
States Air Force as he floundered in an environment @tedicipon respect for superiors, many

of whom he charged were avowed racists. After servindyngmee-and-a-half years, Seale had
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a major confrontation with his commanding officer ds&brth Air Force Base in South Dakota
that ultimately led to a court-martial. For Sealer¢hsas no reconciling the daily degradation he
and other African-American service personnel receiveah indnite officers while these same
individuals publicly proclaimed their patriotism. Sealedithese facts as a primary reason his
Air Force career was checkered with discipline prob/&ms.

After being court-martialed and discharged, Seale retumtdetBay Area and secured
employment at Kaiser Aerospace Electronics, a jobgkiis learned in the Air Force equipped
him to perform. Additionally, Seale found what he had ksssamching for all along, a vehicle to
make the world a better place--the strengthening Bay #tetent protest scene. It was after his
return to the Bay Area that several events occuhaddrastically changed Seale’s life: he
enrolled at Oakland Community College (OCC) part-timinwitentions of becoming an
engineer; and he became infected with a love for Afri&enerican history; which in turn
encouraged Seale to take a prominent role in the burgeoningrBaystudent movemefit.

At OCC, Seale met an energetic student activist named PluRgwton.Seale vividly
recalls his initial exposure to Newton and readily aditmtbeing mesmerized at how the quick-
witted Newton argued down rivals disputing his contenti@t the Civil Rights movement was
parochial. Obviously, Newton, the emerging revolutionaepthtician, was a marked
improvement from the troubled adolescent; however sitriking that Seale’s initial exposure
occurred while Newton was in the midst of verbally@ttag a foe, a context eerily similar to
those physical confrontations Newton engaged in while progehis street reputation. Only the
subject in contestation, and not the confrontations\fledves, appeared to have changed. By the
time he and Seale met, Newton had become one of thAi®a's leading theoreticians on race

and revolutior?®
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After reading C. Eric Lincoln’8lack Muslims in Americand hearing Malcolm X speak
at McClymonds High School in Oakland, Newton attendhedNation of Islam’s San Francisco
mosque and studied Elijah Muhammad’s program of ragmragism, Black economic
efficiency, empowerment, and moral righteousness. Newts so impressed with the Nation of
Islam’s program that he began the process of securingHisHowever, he eventually decided
against officially affiliating with the Nation of Ista because of its religious fanaticism and strict
forbiddance of engaging in politics. Despite the decisidrio@in the Nation, Newton’s
exposure to Malcolm X had an undeniable impAct.

Concomitant with the emergence Black Nationalists avasnilar amount of activity
within white radical circles. Without question, the mpstverful protest voices emanating from

the Bay Area were white collegians at the Universit€alifornia’s Berkeley campuserkeley
radicals seemingly protested every issue and eveneterdl Government embarked upon on domestic or foreign

soil. Foremost of the voices advancing the white radicah@@evas Students for a Democratic
Society (SDS) and its radical offshoot, the Weatherrtemas within an environment that
incubated and encouraged protest that Huey P. Newton and Behby generated the seed that

eventually sprouted into the Black Panther Party fdfr Sefense’*
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CHAPTER 4

THE FOUNDING

Despite the African-American freedom struggle’s ricledge of Nationalist thinkers,
Newton and Seale ironically forged comradeship over agneeis theories. In the wake of
Malcolm X’s assassination in 1965, Newton and Seale aedliylalcolm X's life, the Civil
Rights movement, and formulas for African-Americéxetation. During a conversation, Seale
introduced Newton to the writings of Martinique psychiatfisanz Fanon, particularly his
seminal work;The Wretched of the Earthln his magnum opus, Fanon posits that revolutionary
violence is the only mechanism that allows oppressaesctugnize the humanity of those they
oppress, a contention with which Newton and Seale agaegletely. In the wake of his
exposure to Fanon, Newton joined Seale in the Soul Swiderisory Council (SSAC)

SSAC's founders intended it to be markedly different fitsnactivist contemporaries.
Towards achieving such goals, the SSAC consciously avoitfals such as volatile
Nationalist rhetoric. Additionally, SSAC leaders inéid their contemporaries who uncritically
celebrated the virtues of “Blackness.” SSAC disagredthe tendency to compress whites
into a monolithic group motivated by a wicked desire tordefdrican-American politico-
economic advancement. In reaction to such narrouohlism, the SSAC sought to uplift
African-Americans through progressive leadership, notlba¢eng. To achieve this
progressivism, the SSAC planned an anti-Vietnam W&y, @dnsidering such a “rite of assage”

essential to their inclusion within the general poputsfdBay Area political protestors.
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SSAC's protests attempted to highlight blatant US hypoassihe country continually
drafted marginalized African-Americans to protect itsresés abroad. Such a practice, Newton
maintained, relegated African-Americans to colonial subjerced into compulsory support for
the “mother country.” While SSAC’s anti-Vietnam Waily was successful, trouble awaited
Newton and Seale. The Bay Area duo soon realized tbat38AC comrades were actually
similar to the Bay Area Nationalists with whom ttéigagreed. SSAC proved incapable of
transcending the Nationalist rhetoric that had becaméack Power Era trademark into
definitive action. To Newton and Seale’s dismay, SSA€nimers were undisturbed that their
only contribution to African-American liberation canmethe form of rhetorical clichés and
posturing from the safe confines of academia’s ivory towe

Friction between SSAC members and Newton heightenedMéwton unveiled a plan
to honor the late Malcolm X’s birthday. Foreshadowingfliiare activist endeavors, Newton
planned to invite armed African-American males to Oaklaoch@unity College. He intended
their appearance to be public notice that the SSAC hautedi®dMalcolm X’s teachings regarding
the utility of armed self-defense. Newton solicited gnoup’s support for his revolutionary
symbolism:

We bring these brothers off the block openly armed oheo t
campus and bring the press down. We could reach the coitymu
and show them on Malcolm X’s birthday, May"ihat Malcolm
had advocated armed self defense against the racist popweture
and show the racist white power structure that we intehalese

guns to defend our peopfé.
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SSAC, however, was unwilling to sanction such extremi$immove the group beyond its
comfort zone, Newton and Seale invited armed African-Acae men to the next SSAC
meeting, clearly highlighting the wide chasm within theugr.

After this confrontation, Newton and Seale voluntasiparated from the SSAC. Prior to
leaving, a frustrated Newton told his former colleaguesiahis and Seale’s future plans:
“We’re going to the black community . . . to lead the blaloc&rhtion struggle. We don't have
time for you. You're hiding behind the ivory-walled towerghe college, and you're shucking
and jiving.” To Newton and Seale, the pressing nature of African-&@ersuffering made
immediate amelioration of the issues hindering their adaeat of utmost importance. Thus,
Seale asserted, “it was not a time for talking, it eaisne for picking up the gurl®

The activist pair did not have to wait long for an oppottuta impact their community.
During the summer of 1966, Bobby Seale secured employmarfoasman at the Oakland
Poverty Center. While Seale worked with Oakland yol#wton began his career as a
grassroots organizer, going door-to-door exchanging ideasesidents regarding problems and
solutions. Newton and Seale’s increased exposure to thain environs prodded them to form
a vehicle for addressing many of its most obvious and pgegsoblems, the Black Panther
Party for Self-Defense. Confident that their organizatwould be the embodiment of that for
which their community was pleading, co-founder Sealectdd that Newton and he:

had no choice but to form an organization that would lirevthe
lower class brothers and sisters. We worked it oabimversations
and discussions. These sessions were our politicahBdnc
classes, and the Party sort of grew out of them. M¢eraad.

Frantz Fanon, particularljhe Wretched of the Eartthe four
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volumes of Chairman Mao-Tse Tung, and Che Guev&aé&silla
Warfare We read these men’s work because we saw them as
kinsmen; the oppressor who had controlled them wasadtimgyr
us. We believed it was necessary to know how they galned t
freedom in order to go about getting ours. However, waaolid
want merely to import ideas and strategies; we hadtsform
what we learned into principles and methods acceptable to th
brothers on the bloclegroes with Gunby Robert Williams also

had a great influence on the development of the Party.

Bay Area protest culture also influenced the Black Pambéery's development as Newton and
Seale attempted to incorporate the myriad currentsobéglr activity that electrified the area.
After Newton and Seale had exhaustedly discussedriiessand miscalculations of
prior African-American protest movements, the two l&iel ideological foundation for their
organizatior’® Indicative of their vision was the selection ofladk Panther as its symbol.
Despite the electrifying effect the emblem would have upemation, in reality its selection
occurred by happenstance. Newton and Seale discoversghthel when they stumbled across
a pamphlet promoting the Student Non-Violent Coordinatinon@dtees voter registration drive
in Alabama’s Lowndes County. The Lowndes County Freedogai@zation had chosen a black
panther because even illiterate voters were capablsadrding between it and competing
parties’ symbols. Newton immediately was enchanted thgithought of using the black
panther icon because of the regal animal’s charaatsrisT he panther is a fierce animal, but he

will not attack until he is backed into a corner; thenwill strike out.”®
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On October 15, 1966, at the Poverty Center of NortHaDdk Newton and Seale
formally created the Black Panther Party for Selfddsk (BPP). Its creation entailed Newton
dictating to Seale ten items that he confidently asdeepresented “what black people have
been voicing all along for more than 100 years sinc&thancipation Proclamation and even

before that ¥ Contrary to some recollections, the document Seateded was far from revolutionary. Instead,

the BPP platform laid out reformist goals. Commonlgnedd to as the “Ten-Point Platform and Program,” the
headings read:
1) “We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of akrG&tenmunity.”
2) “We want full employment for our people.”
3) “We want an end to the robbery by the white man of our Black corgriwnit
4) *"We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human beings.”
5) “We want education for our people that exposes the true naturesadélbadent American society. We
want education that teaches us our true history and our role in #sept-day society.”
6) “We want all black men to be exempt from military service.”
7) “We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTALITY and MURDRB#aok people. . . We therefore
believe that all black people should arm themselvesdis-defense.”
8) “We therefore believe that all black people should arm therasdbr self-defense.”
9) “We want all black people when brought to trial to be tried in cloy@ jury of their peer group or
people from their black communities, as defined by the Cormtitoft the United States.”
10) “We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice, and p&ades our political objective,
a United Nations-supervised plebiscite to be held throughouil#iod colony in which only black

colonial subjects will be allowed to participate, for the purposgetérmining the will of black people
: . .81
as to their national destiny.

Along with the Ten-Point Platform, Newton and Seale ezl rudimentary rules such as no use of drugs or

alcohol at either party headquarters or while perfogneiificial Panther duties. The decision that Newtaubd be
Minister of Defense while Seale would assume the Clzaisimp was determined by a coin ﬁﬁ)

With their platform in hand, Newton and Seale propagaeé@#mthers throughout the Bay Area:

50



we took the Ten-Point Platform and program--a thousand<sopie-and went to the Black
community with them. [Newton] didn’t just pass out thatfdrm in people’s hands. He stopped,
talked, and discussed the point on the ten-point platfotmallithe Black brothers and sisters off
the block, and with mothers who had been scrubbing Misss kitchen. We talked to brothers
and sisters in college, in high schools, who were onlgyamo probation, who'd been in jails,
who’d just gotten out of jail, and brothers and sisters lobked like they were on their way to
jail. 23
While disseminating their Nationalist vision, NewtardeSeale experienced the first of many challenges.
The first emanated from the stark reality that thess little room for another Nationalist group within Bay
Area’s activist community. In the mid-1960s, an arragarhbatants pursued vanguard status through competing
rhetoric, strategies, and goals. Although such rivaltiee relatively common among activist, within theiédn-
American protest community such competitions wereqaatrly intense. Nationalists perceived the most ressu
route to preeminence was to be more revolutionarydnadt leaning) in rhetoric and ideology than rivals.
Unfortunately, such posturing led activists to advamgealistic programs and unachievable goals. In such a
competitive environment, Panther contemporaries imatelgidenounced the “Ten-Point Platform and Program” as
reformist.
The competing Nationalists argued that the ten point®ratrthe politics of moderate Civil Rights
organizations. IflRacism and the Class Struggle: Further Notes from a Blamk&¥s NotebookJames Boggs
contended that the BPP ideological platform was “maggement of grievances and concessions demanded from

the White power structure than it is a program to nmbiBlack people in escalating struggle for control and

power.®* In addition, many Nationalists incredulously charged tetters were a front for
prominent white radicals seeking to bolster their own prodnaeo-opting burgeoning African-
American solidarity.

The influence of white radical and third world upon the Rers ideology
unintentionally complicated the Panthers’ entranat¢oBlack Power arena. The most notable
influence was a white leftist critique that Newton &w®hle also propagated. Throughout the

twentieth century, white radicals had asserted thatkB&aders failed to recognize that
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capitalism’s effect upon African-Americans was litdiéferent from its influence upon majority
workers. White leftists posited that the downplayin@®taick working-class status pro-longed
their position of subordination. In arguing that ra@es a secondary variable to class in African-
American oppression, whites noticeably disagreed wattitional African-American analysis.
Newton and Seale’s acceptance of this white leftisyaisadirectly contributed to their
vilification by other Nationalists in the Bay Area.

In reality, however, the vast majority of Black Poweoups had failed to perform much
serious analysis. Newton and Seale predicted that suisBiomwould eventually return to
devour aspirant Nationalists. Absent concrete paliamalysis, Nationalists commonly relied
upon parochial calls for intra-racial solidarity. Newtamd Seale believed that the majority of
their rivals were charismatic charlatans who cloakedl tltheoretical programs in pseudo-
African culture. Unfortunately, Black Power Era calis facial allegiance created a quandary
regarding the concept of “Blackness” and the strateggadl solidarity.

This dilemma was a by-product of various Nationalist lead&empting to create a
barometer to measure racial allegiance. Unwittimgigouraging the development of such
measures was Malcolm X’s call for racial solidan#hich stated that the foremost obstacle to
African-American progress was a scarcity of intraaksolidarity. Cultural Nationalists
exploited Malcolm’s assertion by forcefully chargitgt racial solidarity was the initial step in
Black liberation, conveniently placing its articulataisove criticism. Cultural Nationalists
invariably translated their silencing of legitimate, wggibunded criticism into unprecedented
support for their oft-flawed constructs. Intending to dissyath opportunism, Newton asked
what the community gained by allowing such exploitatioth &aale charged that “[i]f a black

business man is charging you the same price or higyem, fegher than the white businessman
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than he himself ain’t nothing but an exploit&t.”

As the Black Power Era increasingly promoted culturaidwatist leaders as
spokespersons for the race, Seale and Newton feareakitiar parochial politics nor obvious
racial transgressions would prove sufficient to toppldr suanny. Newton offered one of the
clearest examples of blind cultural nationalism retaydaiollective development by pointing to
Haiti:

Papa doc in Haiti was an excellent example of reaatip

nationalism. He oppressed the people but he did promote the

African culture. He’s against anything other than black, wbich

the surface is very good, but for him it is only to leasl people.

He merely kicked out the racists and replaced themhiitiself as

the oppressor. Many of the nationalists in this cousggm to

desire the same entfs.
Newton and Seale could not comprehend the hostilityawaited their critique of self-serving
articulations of Nationalism. Their rivals quicklyarged them with counter-revolutionary
behavior for exposing uncritical celebrations of Blackreasd intra-racial solidarity.

Nationalist contemporaries of the Panthers propagasee first” ideologies through
rhetorical calls for racial solidarity. Although histasyreplete with examples that such slogans
are incapable of moving African-Americans forward, suclke@dents failed to deter Cultural
Nationalists. Nonetheless, their posturing alienatederate Civil Rights leaders and removed
all opportunity of forming coalitions with left-leaning wég. Despite being fully aware of the
attractiveness of “race first” politics to Africanafericans, Newton and Seale sought to avoid

the usual pitfalls stemming from such ideology by encangagoalitions of like-minded
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activists regardless of ethnicity, sexual orientatiorgender. Despite their openness to coalition
politics with the larger American protest communityache the BPP never forgot that African-
Americans were central to their success.

Newton and Seale saw that their organization’s only fmpsurvival was by creating
distinctions between it and its rivals. The surest fIattreating such separation was by
highlighting the myriad points that the BPP ideologicalgpam diverged from the parochial
formulations of narrow Nationalist rivals. The BlaPanther Party constantly pointed out that
it’s rivals’ failure to conduct concrete political dysis led to an over-reliance upon undefined
slogans. The fruits of such failure were ill-considettegtoric and racially-polarizing slogans
that white conservatives wielded to discredit Nationgiitics.

Standard Nationalist rhetoric led many to perceive thatdubstantive differences
separated believers. In time, the Nationalist commumwaty little more than a caricature to the
majority of Americans, a group of rabble-rousers mimiclifggcolm X’s speeches, oratorical
mannerisms, rhetoric, and shocking commentary thietf& garner much support beyond
fleeting moments of racial pride. Clearly, Nationalistlied upon clichés to a fault, particularly
as they replaced critical analysis, practical solgti@md achievable goals. Fortunately, Newton
and Seale’s maturation within the culturally-diverse Baga activist community enabled them
to bypass such strategic errors. Considering their anopyinatvever, the Panthers’ founders
were premature in congratulating themselves.

In the weeks following the creation of the Black Pan®arty in October 1966, few
residents were aware of its existence. While otheloNalist groups successfully proselytized
for members with revolutionary rhetoric, the BPP wa#éovin obscurity. Compared to the

machismo rhetoric, pseudo-African Cultural Nationaligiregsions and outlandish goals of their
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contemporaries, Newton and Seale were moderate, domservative, in their political stance.
Nonetheless, although scholars such as Manning Marablde€Ba Jones, and Clayborne
Carson are in consensus that the party’s “politicdbpbphy...was basically that of radical
reform,”” Newton balked at such assertions, insisting his groupialipibsture was designed to
garner African-American loyalties through a realisiidd achievable program:

The primary job of the party is to provide leadershighspeople.

It must teach by words and action the correct strategitods of

prolonged resistance...But first, they must respect thg pdnich

is transmitting this message...The main function of theypartio

awaken the people and teach them the strategic metmedisting

a power structure which is prepared not only to combat with

massive brutality the people’s resistance but to anniribaadly

the Black population...The main purpose of the vanguard group

should be to raise the consciousness of the massegthr

educational programs and other activities. The sleepingesras

must be bombarded with the correct approach to strugglhand

party must use all means available to get this informat@oss to

the masses?®
In a further attempt to refute the reformist labedybn cites the impact of Marxist theory upon
the BPP during its formative years. Yet, in truth, enameof Marxist theory was absent from the
“Ten-Point Platform.” The Panthers’ initial ideologl position was indeed reformf&t.

Additionally, reformist thought the ten-point platfornasvnot the sole similarity between the
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Panthers and declining Civil Rights organizations. TheHeas' early organizational structure
mimicked the hierarchical monstrosities that Civil Rigitsups had become by the mid-1960s.

The Panthers’ initial organizational structure included ¢tenmplementary branches: a
political wing and an advisory cabinet. Newton and Sealedet# that the proletariat-composed
political wing would execute daily Panther operations wiié“intelligencia” in the Advisory
cabinet would serve as the brains. To be included in theamghdabinet, one needed
“bourgeoisie skills”: writing, administration, public sp@ag, and organizing skills. Although
inclusion in the cabinet did not preclude participation intjwali wing activities, the plan
mandated that administrative issues would come firstiafds achieving such goals, Newton
planned to enlist members of the African-American efieglaring that they would be better
served in the long run if they utilized the administmatikills they were presently using as
employees in majority businesses to aid their own pebfaerever, such plans derailed as
African-American elites balked at Newton'’s ideas.

Panther leaders anticipated such hesitation based ioptioe interactions with African-
American elites. Previous experience convinced them thaiaf-American elites were
unwilling to participate in collectivist struggles, partialjaf such activism included non-elites
in any meaningful way. Newton believed that such resistavas a by-product of African-
American elites’ preoccupation with materialism. Addially, African-American elites’
activism tended toward reforming, not overthrowing, Anaaricapitalism. Newton scathingly
observed that African-American elites’ fundamentabpem with capitalism was their location

at the pecking order’s bottom, not its inherent explivitanature’®
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Despite this particularly harsh view, Newton and Sstlleattempted to utilize elite
Blacks as the mental engine behind the BPP program. Néweleeved that intra-racial solidarity
was essential to future African-American progress:

[B]lack people must now move from the grassroots up throwgh th

perfumed circles of the Black bourgeoisie, to seize bynaegns

necessary a proportionate share of the power vestedodiacted

in the structure of America. We must organize and uaitmmbat

by long resistance the brutal force used against us®daily.
However, Newton'’s calls for collectivism failed to swafrican-American elites. In fact, they
not only rebuked such overtures, but also countered tivasithey who were meant to lead
African-Americans in the next stage of struggle. Suchsitipa was a simultaneous dismissal of
the Black Nationalist aesthetic and the unveiling of a@enate African-American political
agenda: the integration of boardrooms, university clagsspand administrative positions.

Three factors worked against the Panthers’ efforts twitdbe elite: 1) an inability to
alter their priorities; 2) African-American elite’s@ptance of middle-class propaganda
regarding the dangers of leftist politics; and 3) thécgated repression of Black Nationalism
by the State that awaited such dissideficAlthough Newton anticipated the elite’s leeriness,
their condescension antagonized him. In the wake oflitbés eejection, Newton and Seale
reformulated their plans and directed their energiesitd the proletariat. The Panthers
theorized that a byproduct of working-class African-Ameng proximity to poverty would be
their natural receptiveness to the Panther plan. NearidrSeale were encouraged by their
reading of Marxist theorists who often cited the panlet as the most revolutionary population

within any community. Consequently, the Panthers inangasconsidering the proletariat as the
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only human resource needed to achieve their revolutigyualg are logical. Eldridge Cleaver
viewed Newton’s determination to utilize the African-Amoan proletariat as the catalyst for
revolution as sheer genius:

One of the great contributions of Huey P. Newton is lleagave

the Black Panther Party a firm ideological foundatiwat frees us

from ideological flunkeyism and opens up the path to theduta

future in which we must provide new ideological formulasido

fit our ever changing situation.

Essentially, what Huey did was to provide the ideolagg

the methodology for organizing the Black Urban Lumpen

proletariat. Armed with this ideological perspective arethad,

Huey transformed the Black Lumpen proletariat from trgdtten

people at the bottom of society into the vanguard of the

proletariat®®

Bunchy Carter echoes Cleaver’s sentiments in “The Gefidsiey P. Newton,”

when he explains:

that Huey Newton was able to go down, and to take the miagge

the street and relate to him, understand “what was gwoingside

of him, what he was thinking, and then implement that &

organization, into a PROGRAM and a PLATFORM, you dig it?

Into the BLACK PANTHER PARTY--and then let it spreakkli

wildfire across the country/.
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The logic of recruiting African-American Proletarsawas sound on several levels. First,
African-American elites had rebuked Panther overtiesond, Panther leaders recognized that
poor and working-class citizens made up an urban majonigaldy that was becoming more
pronounced as African-American elites abandoned the aityein favor of suburban homes and
lifestyles. Consequently, Panther leaders recognizédht@aecuring of urban African-American
loyalties would translate into formidable membership nusibed unrivaled influence in the
Black community. Unfortunately, Newton and Seale’s vieasscerning African-American
proletarians proved terribly falS@.

To their surprise, the African-American proletariat Wwgsand large unreceptive to
Panther overturesThe proletariat’s hesitation was based on a suspibmirthe Panthers were
secretly harboring a death wish. Such an observatasnunderstandable considering that Bay
Area history was replete with ill-fated examples iaofigr attempts to rally the masses. Hence,
the Bay Area Black working class initial reaction readi that the eventual overthrow of the BPP
and their Nationalist contemporaries was a foregonelasion.

As a consequence, Newton and Seale were unable to coavnugle resident, save a
teenaged Bobby Hutton, to enlist after weeks of recruitfugton’s background was
representative of the type of individuals the Panthen® targeting. A juvenile delinquent with
an arrest record that included convictions for disturbingp#aee, simple assault, and petty theft,
Hutton was actively searching for something to believeBobby Seale remembered the first
time he met Hutton:

| first met him as a young brother who probably haddHittde
forms of self hate that a lot of Blacks come throuyfe. didn’t

treat him like a kid. A youth [of] 15 years when wetfinget
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him...[he] rejected being a child...they kicked him out of school,
and during the first months or after the summer povertgrara
was over, | told him to go on and go back to school and get so
of those skills, but by that time he was aware knowingytéunel

me. Huey was working in the poverty program, too, thenhand
was quite well aware of the way Huey and | thougherims of
Black people having something, in terms of all poor oppressed
people in the world, and how they should not have tabgsted
to all this exploitation, oppression and murder and brytalitd
hunger and indecent housir§.

While Black Panthers’ rivals saw their membership rioltsease exponentially, Newton
and Seale wallowed in obscurity. A perplexed Newtonais®lutely sure that the goals he had
outlined were the same ones Bay Area African-Amesdad articulated to him during face-to-
face communications. He had taken solace when helfafted the “Ten-Point Platform” that it
could be adopted by any oppressed population, with slighatdtes made to fit their situation.
Believing in the universality of their platform, Newtand Seale reasoned that another
explanation for their drastic recruiting failures masgist. In reality, two previously-ignored
issues doomed BPP recruiting drives from the startP#mhers’ reformist Black Nationalist
rhetoric and a pervasive community fear of repressian fiee Oakland Police Department
(OPD). Although Newton and Seale recognized the wayshbatideological foundation
diverged from that of their rivals, most Bay Area desits failed to recognize such differences.
In citizens’ minds, the rhetoric they heard from Newaod Seale was indiscernible from that of

their rivals?’ Despite their efforts, the Panthers had failed tblljt their uniqueness.
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What turned the tide of the Black Panthers’ futureawent its theories but its actions. In
an ironic way, the institution most vilified by Bay ArB#acks, the Oakland Police Department
proved the catalyst for the Panthers’ rise to promgee Despite a host of politically active
African-Americans throughout the Bay Area, a much langactive population lived there.
However, what academicians routinely mistake as paliapathy was actually a byproduct of a
long legacy of arbitrary, yet unpunished, violence by lawreefoent officers aimed at
suppressing dissent and protest and keeping the population submidence, the suggestion
that many African-Americans experienced a state-inducetigad paralysis is not an over-
exaggeration. Paul Jacobs highlights the existencer@féile relationship between officers and
“minority” populations:

[E]very Negro or Mexican American kid has learned to seeséif

as something evil reflected in the cold, distrustful mo$itare, the

black look behind which lurks the policeman’s knowledge that he

is authority, equipped by the state with the legal power t

interrogate, arrest and if necessary, shoot tdill.
This legacy of racial strife grounds the myriad problemstixj between Bay Area officers and
African-Americans. Hence, it is not surprising that by Black Power Era’s genesis there was

intractable animosity between officers and the Afriéamericans they “served.”

Innumerable problems plagued Oakland’s Police Departmedisons with the city’s
African-Americans, among them the under representafidrican-American among the

officers, the use of unjustifiable lethal violence by polihat went unpunished by police review
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boards; and stark differences in citizen perceptionsfickos that cut along race liné%. By the
1960’s, a majority of Oakland’s residents were Africamekican. Despite such numbers,
Blacks were virtually nonexistent in the OPD. Out of 6#ficexs on the force during the BPP
formation, only 22 were African-American. Additionalgnly two African-Americans held
command positions. The OPD’s unofficial social orgainn, Le Societie de Camaraderie, did
not include a single African-American officer, comntyrieader, or citizen on its rolf§° In
addition to whites comprising an overwhelming percentagleoforce, a significant portion of
them were Southerners, since city administratoigedgtrecruited officers from the notoriously
racist state of Mississippi® When such a racially unrepresentative police forceanted with
the African-American community, little opportunity apps@difor peaceful co-existence.

A mid-1960s Gallup Poll revealed shockingly divergent perspesctivat divided along
racial and generational lines. The Bay Area in whichcafi-Americans lived and the Bay Area
in which whites resided were incomprehensible to the oHwerexample, African-Americans
were five times more likely to believe that police bty occurred than their Euro-American
counterparts. Even more dramatic was the finding thatafrAmerican youth, the population
that experienced more harassment and brutality thaxthets, were a startling nine times as
likely to believe in police brutality than the generdlit® population. An article i€alifornia
Voice “Crime Commission Reveals Local Cops’ Brute Methofisther fleshed out the
existence of a long-standing and pervasive problem regardingrafonduct within the African-
American community’? Likewise, The National Commission on the Cause and Prevention of
Violence,published in 1968, illuminated African-American and policatiehs:

For the black citizen, the policeman has long sinceecetsbe a

neutral symbol of law and order...blacks perceive the pabce
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hostile, prejudiced, and corrupt...Many ghetto Blacks see the

police as an occupying army...In view of these facts, tlogpton

of the idea of self-defense is not surprising.”
Various Oakland city administrators acknowledged the excst of such problems on several
occasions. The head of the OPD Welfare Associaticla that African-Americans’
consistent agitation for the creation of a citizewiew board related a “deep suspicion of our
entire system of government since the advocates, loygafk a review board, are saying that
they are unable to obtain justice through normal estaulislemocratic processe$?” Another
city social worker warned OPD *“that there is a deeppmdasive conviction among San
Francisco and other Bay Area Negroes that the polebratal and ...the problem should be
given urgent consideration® These warnings, it must be noted, came prior to tlatil®

period of unrest that saw innumerable urban areas expid@enes.

Remembering their difficulties in securing support, Newdad Seale theorized that
addressing police brutality issues would be fertile soithe Panthers to achieve their most
crucial goal, the recruiting of members. They felt noisoreans of grasping publicity was
available than confronting the Bay Area’s most formidgimwer, the OPD, and addressing
police brutality through unconventional meaffs. This decision ensured their distinction and
foreshadowed a volatile future.

In late 1966, Newton and Seale began the Panther Paimafeplementation of point #7
of the “Ten-Point Platform and Program”:

We want an immediate end to police brutality...We bheliee can

end police brutality in our black community by organizing black
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self defense groups that are dedicated to defending our black

community from racist police oppression and brutalitye PH

Amendment of the Constitution of the United Stategeg & right

to bear arms. We therefore believe that all black pesipeld arm

themselves for self-defens¥.
The Panther Patrols covertly followed officers as/thatrolled Oakland. When the police
detained a Black citizen, Newton and Seale made thesepce known by observing officers
from a legal distance with law books in hand (to entumethe detained citizen’s rights were not
violated), a tape recorder and camera (to secure evidenasef by the defense), and weapons
(for protection against officers). Despite their inten, Newton and Seale were aware that their
armaments would be the most publicized aspect of thaimacty et their decision to carry guns
was simply an extension of an often-ignored aspeAfrafan-American protest history.

Contrary to popular mythology, African-Americans haaither been passive victims of

racist violence nor devoid of armaments for purposgeidonal or coordinated acts of self-
defense. This rich legacy of African-American armesistance--from the slave rebellions of
Prosser and Turner through Robert F. Williams and thehalist exhortations of Malcolm X--
was not lost on the Panthers.Newton cited Williamsik, Negroes with Gunss being
extremely influential on the type of organization he mesto form. Newton also credited the
Deacons for Defense and Justice, a group of southersti@hs who chose armed self-defense
as a reasonable method of defending their African-Armer@@ mmunity against racially-
motivated attacks, with shaping his thinking on the utdityarmaments in repelling aggressors.
In his autobiographyRevolutionary SuicideNewton acknowledges being present when a

Deacons for Defense and Justice member spoke in thA&rBayimpressing upon Newton
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armed self-defense’s utility® However, the foremost influence upon the duo’s thinkiag w
Malcolm X.
Malcolm X'’s plan for the Organization of Afro-AmericdJnity (OAAU), offered a clear
understanding of his self-defense posture. “Since selépratson is the first law of nature,”
Malcolm X wrote:
we assert the Afro-American’s right of self-deferBlee
Constitution of the United States of America cleaffjrms the
right of every American citizen to bear arms. Andhagericans,
we will not give up a single right guaranteed under the
Constitution. The history of unpunished violence agaiost o
people clearly indicates that we must be prepared to defend
ourselves or we will continue to be a defenseless peifthe
mercy of a ruthless and violent racist mob. We askattin those
areas where the government is either unable or unwillipgaiect
the lives and property of our people, that our people arenwit
their right to protect themselves by whatever means sapesA
man with a rifle or club can only be stopped by a perdom w
defends himself with a rifle or club...It is the duty of gvéfro-
American and every Afro-American community throughout this
country to protect its people against mass murderers, bember
lynchers, floggers, brutalizers and exploitéPs

Inspired by Malcolm X’s reasoning, Newton and Seale “glake the gun” and took a major

step out of anonymit}:°
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Although it was common for Nationalists to display theavado through proclamations
regarding the gun’s indispensability to their freedomcatemporary group had brought action
to such rhetoric. By theoretically lauding the gun but natinuthat philosophy into practice,
Nationalists communicated to the community that armédalséense was equal parts unfeasible
and irrational. Historian Manning Marable points out thedpite their militant posturing,
“remarkably few Black Nationalists and Black Poweritad hdvocated violence against white-
owned property, the subversion of authority, or the seinfistate power™ In fact, the lack
of weapons was so acute among Bay Area Nationalistglie BPP was forced to call upon
Japanese radical Richard Aoki to secure weapons. $ealded the Panthers’ absurd
predicament: “we didn’t have any money to buy guns. ée[Aoki] that if he was a real
revolutionary, he’d better go on and give them up to us becaeseed them now to begin
educating the people to wage a revolutionary strudgfe.”

Newton and Seale saw the African-Americans’ statusinvthe United States as akin to
a colonized population’s relationship with the mother cound if African-Americans were
colonial subjects, then the OPD was the colonizertitanj arm?*® Such a context mandated
African-Americans “pick up the gun” for reasons of selfgerwation:

We have to arm ourselves against these racists, Bechibel Ku
Klux Klaners infested in the police departments, the pig
departments who “occupy our communities,” as Huey P. dlewt
says, “like a foreign troop.” We have to defend oursehgzanst
them because they are breaking down our doors, shooting black
brothers on the streets, and brutalizing sisters ohdhd. They are

wearing guns mostly to intimidate the people from forming
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organizations to really get our basic political desires rreeds
answered. The power structure uses the fascist police tagains
people moving for freedom and liberatitii.

Although the Panther Patrols’ primary intent was ieathg police brutality, the activity
had an ancillary purpose: visible recruiting. Newton araleSesalized that membership issues
were crucial to their existence and unless they succeededruiting members, they would
disband like so many other Nationalist ventures. Ay tirepared to “pick up the gun” and
scrutinize the officers who were responsible for so nharldship and misery within their
community, the duo experienced a natural rise in trepidgtiegarding their mortality. They
realized that this initial community service activity abuery well be their last. Newton writes
in Revolutionary Suicidéwhen the Party was first organized, | did not think lukeblive for
more than one year after we began; | thought we woulddstell off the street$™® Despite
such fears, the BPP co-founders’ determination to gaecegnition and halt police brutality

proved stronger than their fear of officers and death.
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CHAPTER 5

PATROLS, GUNS, AND HARASSMENT

African-American rebellion against racial injustice ly@en a staple of American history. Despite the
relative rarity of African-American armed insurrectjdVhite America has long held an ever-present feauah

activities. This latent fear caused many whites, and tharea few moderate African-Americans, to become yndul

alarmed when Newton and Seale began executing the P&atheis-*® More troubling to Bay Area
whites, particularly those employed by law enforcemgehaies, was the shocking confidence
the duo displayed during patrols. But what Whites perceived sodoafident swagger was in
actuality its polar opposite.

Although Newton and Seale appeared confident in public, prytitey were unsure of
the patrol’s feasibility. The only success the iniRahther Patrols experienced was Newton and
Seale’s total concealment from law enforcement pexsdh’ In fact the Panthers were too
successful at concealment. Seale related that he @ntbN's initial attempts at patrolling
officers entailed observing them from the safe confiieswehicle. The Panther leaders were
hidden not only from officers, but also from the AfricAmericans they were attempting to
recruit.

The primary consequence of Newton and Seale failing tteaga officers during these

initial patrols was that they achieved none of theilgjo@ducing police brutality within the Bay Area

community, publicizing their existence to the African-&mgan community; and successfully recruiting African-

Americans. Clearly the Panthers’ patrolling method ragedtiserious alteration. Newton and Seale faced a
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crossroads in November, 1966. They either could putwespons down and relinquish their revolutionary vision
or summon the courage to put the Panther Patrols intmabl@wton and Seale chose to attempt implementation in

an effective manner; an immediate consequence was arcedented opportunity to proselytize throughout the

Bay Area™® Newton’s memoirs clearly highlight that preparationsrfmre successful patrols
were neither haphazardly conducted nor devoid of loginformation. Newton researched
California’s legal codes in search of loopholes timsueed Panther operations remained within
legal boundaries. The co-founders examined gun codesgdelmgal observation distance for
routine stops, studied the most common infractions #btd citizens’ detainment, and
investigated options in the wake of criminal charg@<Consequently, in their initial patrols
Panther members rarely stepped outside of the confirlegadity. Ironically, the Civil Rights
movement’s pacifism and patriotic civil disobediencekeromore laws than the BPP during its
formative moment$?° Despite plans to serve the community through allexggtilice brutality
and harassment, the Panther Patrols’ primary bemaétits propagation component.

From the moment Newton and Seale emerged from coneetbm patrol, the Panthers
were closer to increasing their membership. Once thth&arnbegan approaching officers,
citizens were not only shocked by their courage, but afseraely impressed by the physical
image they presented. Newton tailored the BPP’s inmagerive as a “plus” factor in recruiting
ventures. Aware of negative community response to thd assartment of local gangs and
hoodlums, Newton made a concerted effort to avoid anydmkath such groups. According to
historian Ula Taylor, the BPP Minister of Defensedidt want people to see the Panthers as
thuggish, gun-toting brothers without an organized agendaakie up with the idea that all
Panthers should wear neat, polished uniform--black slacksed powder-blue shirts, black tie
or turtleneck, black leather sports jacket . *2*."'Seale explained the importance of the BPP’s

standardized dress:
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That uniform represented a heck of a lot more to thenuamity

than just a uniform. It represented organization. Thistraower

structure recognized us as being organized and they hated it. But

the Black community, even the elderly mother would ¢ayd,

them young men show is sharp. Them young men and young

women sure are sharp and clean and organized.” This isioge t

Black people needed. It's a safety valve for developed

consciousness. To the brother on the block, the lumfhéan,

them dudes show is sharp. Baby | show wish | had me koowes

and some pimp socks like that,” you know what | mean?aBtlte

same time, it gave us a chance to talk with people abheuenh-

point platform and program really what we were abotft...
Although the Panthers did successfully differentianiselves from street gangs, such
distinction proved insufficient to persuading residents joining their ranks. Nonetheless, the
Panther Patrols had the entire Bay Area abuzz.

According to Elaine Brown, fear was the single grdaibstacle African-Americans

faced on their path to revolution:

The first question for black people is to get past f@asee past

the monolith to the man. That's why we started usiegwbrd

"pig,” a detestable image that takes away the image of

omnipotence. A pig, whether running loose in the ghetto avith

gun or sitting on Wall Street or in the White House iman who

can bleed like a man and fall like a man.
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The Panther leaders hoped to remove the pervasive perceptoxal officer omnipotence
through these patrols. They hoped that confrontatiotistiwe police would force African-
Americans to entertain the possibility that supportingdR® was not suicidal.

The following incident not only represented a typicatgatonfrontation between the
Panthers and the police, but it was particularly sigaift for the Panthers because it occurred in
front of a number of bystanders. Seale related:

One night Huey, Little Bobby [Hutton] and | were pairal this

pig in North Oakland...It was about 8:30 or 9:30 when we drove
down the street and stopped next to the pig .... As we wen@g
right, the pig flashed his lights on... This pig surprisedewabse
he stopped his car as soon as we stopped...He got out of his ca
and as soon as he did, and came walking from his doomuie c
hear this pig hollering, "What the goddam hell you niggersglo
with them goddam guns? Who in the goddam hell you niggers
think you are? Get out of that goddam car. Get outaifgbhddam
car with them goddam guns.”

Huey said, "Man, what the hell'” By this time the 1sig
reaching across Huey real fast. ...Huey grabbed this pig by the
collar, pushed his head back up against the roof of thehear, t
shifted around and got his foot and kicked him in the belly,
shoving him all the way out the car. No sooner did brothezyt$
feet hit the ground, he was jacking a round off into treendber,

“clack upp,” and taking three quick steps.
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The pig looked up and looked around, and Huey P. Newton was
standing there saying, "Now, who in the hell do you thiol gre, you
big rednecked bastard, you rotten fascist swine, you bigote?& ou
come into my car, trying to brutalize me and take myperty away
from me. Go for your gun and you’re a dead pig.”

Huey said "Go for your gun and you'’re a dead pig. Don’t you
know by the 1% Amendment of the U.S. Constitution that you can't
remove a person’s property from them without due prodesed.aw.”
Huey was mad, loud and articulate.

Black people began to come out of their houses, wantikgaw
what was going on. Huey said, “Come on out, black peoplmeXn out
and get to know about these racist swine who beenaiomgrour
community and occupying our community like a foreign troopPeople
got to coming out, | guess seventy or eighty had gatherecetp ltbfore
the other pigs got there. They had about fifteen cars.

A pig walks up and says "Let me see that weapon!” Héagg,
“Let you see my weapon? You haven't placed me under afiestyou
ever hear of the #4Amendment of the Constitution of the U.S.? Don't
you know you don’t remove nobody’s property without due Becd the
law? What is the matter with you? You're supposed tpdmple enforcing
the law, and here you are, ready to violate my constitaitiaghts. You
can’t see my gun. You can’t have my gun. The only wayrgogoing to

get it from me is to try to take it*
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Despite the BPP achieving notoriety from such standtifése was an unforeseen danger
inherent in them. Citizens tended to denigrate the orgamz&tithe level of a gun club while
overlooking the philosophy motivating BPP activities. Ruipsy, the Panthers lacked a
mechanism to propagate the ideological underpinnings suppongir actions.

The primary consequence of being unable to explainitteatogy was that the Panther
Patrols presented the perception that guns were cemtta Panther plan. To counter this, on
January 1, 1967, Newton, Seale, and Hutton rented a sov@lirent office on Fifty-sixth and
Grove Streets. Although the office space would eventib&lysed for multiple purposes, it was
best utilized for Saturday Political Education clasées

The problems facing Bay Area African-Americans dictabedsubjects addressed during
these classes. Consequently, it was no coincidentththanitial issue BPP leaders addressed
were the problem of police misconddtt.Newton and Seale were optimistic that the
combination of publicity generated by the Panther Patmudsthe knowledge provided through
their classes and literature would increase membership expalty.

There was good reason for such optimism. The Panthexi$?aad persuaded a few
citizens to join the BPP ranks, but it was obvious th@timpetus for these early additions was a
desire to turn the tables on officers. Obviously, suctkitghwas not the application of
revolutionary theory for which Newton and Seale had hoRedardless of the impetus,
increasing numbers of Bay Area African-American madgavitated toward BPP machismo.
Unfortunately, the inclusion of such individuals ledie gun, not Black Panther politics,
becoming the focal point of early operations. As Boblgi&eecalled: “in the early days of the
Party...some brothers would come into the Party, and se@huguns, and they related only to

the gun.*®’ Still, the infusion of more members translated intaaprecedented ability to
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launch patrols at more numerous times and localespiteously possible. Although such
opportunity was a boon for the BPP, it was extrerdedgoncerting for police officers,
accustomed to only Newton, Seale, and Hudson patrollingapjpearance of additional
Panthers caused officers to overestimate the Blackh@&ahstrength and influence within the
Bay Area'?®

The reasons a citizen would sympathize, yet staunchlgedfto join the BPP, explains
the gap between BPP’s popularity and its paucity of membiie most prominent reasons were
mortality issues. The fear of retaliation at thedsaf the OPD was understandable considering
the agency’s long history of repression and unpunished v legainst African-Americans.
African-Americans clearly realized that no one wasidetthe police’s reach, particularly not
those participating in armed dissidence. Bay Area histag/replete with examples of moderate
and revolutionary activists meeting their demise ahdmls of local authorities. In light of such
an historical context, Bay Area African-Americans peeetl that the Panthers invariably would
join the list of the killed in due tim&?

Discussions regarding the BPP’s inevitable downfall quicklyalme the Bay Area’s
dominant theme. Incredibly, Black Power Era Natiotshsined the chorus of doom, predicting
that the armed patrols would be the primary catalystarBfdP’s decline. These critics often
were the same individuals who previously charged thatdhéhBrs were not “revolutionary”
enough. However, in the wake of Newton and Seale’klipgcup the gun,” these other activists
not only disassociated themselves from the Panthatrsldo dismissed BPP as suicidal.
Criticisms focused upon the reality that the BPP hadnlytrhetorically alluded to the utility of

firearms, but they had actually “picked up the gtii.”
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Black Power era leaders such as Leori Jones (how kasvimiri Baraka) were at the
forefront in denouncing the Black Panthers’ most noteticka Jones charged the Panthers with
being a veritable oxymoron. On the one hand, the Pahtien-Point Platform and Program”
was as reformist as any Civil Rights organization’s ptatf yet on the other hand the party’s
revolutionary rhetoric diametrically opposed its reforndsological underpinnings. Despite the
sensationalism surrounding BPP guns and rhetoric, Jongmnded that the Panthers amounted
to little more than a band of reformists dressed up\asutionaries. To Jones, the Panthers
were not on the road to Revolution, but instead etiptpa gimmick to gain popularity*
Echoing the spirit of Jones’ scathing denunciation weag &ea Cultural Nationalist Maulana
Karenga. Karenga also felt that the BPP’s foremostern was upon garnering publicity
instead of attacking white world supremacy. And he too cdetethe Panthers’ “Ten-Point
Platform and Program” aimed at reforming America, notaating it Put simply, the BPP
armaments were denigrated by critics as shocking propasvidence, critics called attention to
the fact that Newton and Seale had not discharged ke sownd to protect the community.

Although most early criticism emanated from the Pasthdationalist rivals, some
African-American intellectuals also entered the fidgted author Alice Walker openly
guestioned the wisdom of brandishing weaponry. With ahgem, she described the Panthers
as little more than emasculated males harboring & déash. Provoking the police, Walker
concluded allowed Panther members a final escape framethmich status through
martyrdom*** Although such criticism emanated from a variety afrses, the general
consensus was that the very act of “picking up the guwvea the conflict between the state and

the dissenter perilously close to open warfare.
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Despite the many intra-racial critics of the BPR, plopulation most alarmed by the
Panthers integrating armaments into their programtiasatalyst for such tactics, the Oakland
Police Department. Since the Panther Patrols hadllpitaught the OPD by surprise, little
organized resistance to the activity occurred during its defmwtvever, once officers gathered
their bearings, subduing what they considered an unprecedbrgatibecame their foremost
preoccupatiori®* Despite such determination, one major roadblock prevemted-out attack
upon the BPP. To officers’ chagrin, the Panthers hadiatatted a single legal code.
Unbelievably, all Panther Patrol components, includirggguns, were legal. Despite such irony,
officers circumvented such legality and implemented &ded measures intended to disrupt the
Panther Patrols.

Officers’ initially attacked the Panther Patrols watlpetty harassment campaign, a
concerted effort to stop vehicles associated with fAB Br meticulous roadside inspections
under the guise of minor traffic or equipment infractiddsring the stops, officers conducted
their inspections with a singular purpose of issuing faresthey commonly damaged a taillight,
mirror, window, and/or license plate when no infracéxisted. Detaining a Panther vehicle
achieved two of the officers’ most important objectivést particular car and its occupants
were no longer patrolling and the resulting fines completepleted the BPP coffet®® BPP
member Gene Marine remembers that “[tlhe Panthers eagrgantly hemmed in by police, who
watched for every minor traffic violation, arrestesium Panthers as suspects in robberies and
other crimes, and then released them after the maxinalohng time...[Additionally], lists of
known Panther cars and pictures of Panther leaderspwosted in police stations® Ironically,
officers tailed the Panthers in much the same waytthemselves had been, and were still being,

tailed during the Panther Patrols.
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To impress upon Bay Area African-Americans that thecpalemained the supreme
power within the region, officers included a verbal assainied at persuading citizens of the
futility of BPP antics. However, officers quickly alsioned such a course of action, largely
because they were unable to get the better of the quitkeMNlewton in verbal contests. Every
time Newton engaged officers, particularly in fronpotential recruits, was a shining moment
for the BPP. During the verbal sparring, Newton invayidiajhlighted the legality of the
Panther Patrols by citing statutes and the illegalityffaers’ tactics. Such a strategy was a
calculated attempt to prod Bay Area citizens into pandevho the real criminals were in the
increasingly frequent altercations. Despite the Pasitsaccess in this arena, OPD harassment
was incessant. Since there were few full-time BRfPnbyers, it was relatively easy for officers to
distribute a list detailing Panther Patrol participamid the vehicles they operated.

The most troubling issue arising from the petty harassnaanpaign concerned the
raising of funds to pay off the unceasing tide of trdihes. Nonpayment was not an option
because then the police could arrest the Panthersveteticketed. However, over an extended
period, the fines would negatively impact, if not totallyerwhelm, the organization. Prior to the
police harassment campaign financial resources, oathehereof, had been a non-
consideration for Newton and Seale. Up to that pomntiier monies came through the sporadic
jobs and infrequent donations of its modest catlre.

The fines against the Panthers consumed all funds daatnr propaganda purposes.
Clearly, the Panthers needed a source of income dtieisporadic donations. While exploring
options, Newton came across an article detailing a iggpimterest among white radicals in the
Red Booka collection of sayings by Mao Tse-Tung, the ChairnfaheoChinese Communist

Party and leader of the People’s Republic of China. Macowa®f several inspirations behind
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much of the political theory and rhetoric espoused by whilé&als, especially those on the
relatively nearby University of California-Berkeley campA@gter reading the article, Newton
formulated a plan to raise the necessary funds. Rigthat “1/3 of the population on the Call
campus are radicals or leftist,” the Panthers purchiétgedopies of theRed Boolat $.30 each
with the intention of selling them for $1.00 to Berkesydents. In less than an hour, eveeg
Bookhad been sold and the Panthers profited. Encouragedetheyed to the bookstore,
brought another batch, and sold them outside the Sathen@GRerkeley’'s campus. In due time,
the Panthers were purchasing all of Rexl Book they could obtain and using the profits to
propagate the BPP throughout the Bay Area, purchase arrtsamed pay the OPD’s steady
stream of traffic fines. ThRed Book became a reliable fundraiser for the Panthers,usth 50
that they secured over 1,200 books to sell at a majeVattiam War march. Although the
Panthers fell short of selling all of their copigsy still earned in excess of $1,200, a very
impressive amount for a single day’s wdk.

Despite such success and a resulting gradual increasenbarship, Panther leaders
feared their group had grown discouraged by the police’s imokpstty harassment campaign.
To prevent the eroding of morale, which could result @mbers either lashing out at officers or
renouncing their membership, Newton and Seale developedj@nuous offensive. As
previously, members were to always obey officers’ ordelswever, after emerging from their
vehicles, the Panthers were to address any gathering orotte real reasons why they were
being illegally detained. Although the plan was not thesgaf confrontation so many Panthers
eagerly desired, it still proved a clever and fruitfuhfioof resistancé®

The Panthers new strategy soon demonstrated its valuethd®©akland police

confronted some Panthers in front of the party’s heatiengar A throng of Black citizens
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gathered to witness the escalating conflict betweeRémthers and the police. When officers
attempted to disperse the crowd, Newton opened the Bauthérs’ office so the onlookers
could legally observe the conflict up-close. Such a vantage gave Oakland African-
Americans an intimate look at the courage of the BRRhister of Defense. As officers wielded
their intimidation tactics, Newton let lose a verfatry that simultaneously defended his
constitutional rights to carry a gun and threatening tzetihe weapon to ensure his safety. In
front of the bystanders, Newton told officers, “yowshat me, swine, I'm going to shoot back at
you . . . The Constitution says that | can carry glis, and | can use it to protect myself.”
Citizens observing from the BPP office were overwheliyimgpressed that Newton had stood
up to their arch-nemesis and avoided arrest. Accordisgéde, the result was that the Panthers
received over a dozen new recruits that evelifhi@uch results were neither accidental nor
atypical as the Panthers consciously entered mostocafions hoping to achieve such ends.
Panther leaders were pleasantly surprised by the irtipgictdecision to be pro-active
had upon citizens’ actions, attitudes, and behavior towfficeis, including African-Americans’
increasingly public denunciation of the OBt .Encouraged by their success, they reasoned that
the most efficient way to solidify their vanguard pasitivas through developing their Political

Education classes.

These classes covered BPP rules, weapons training, and ipsipgction for preventing unnecessary
arrests; particularly as such arrests were typicaiydéisult of members unwittingly stepping outside legal
boundaries while patrolling:

The correct political education among members wasssacgto break up all
these hassles that we were having trying to orgah&®@arty. At the same time
we wanted as many members as we could possibly gibiatsthe Party would
spread and the members would carry the message. We etkmrereally hard

core of working people to get things off the ground...Includes evee hour of
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field stripping of weapons, safety and cleaning ofpees in the home, etc.
Then we had one or two hours of righteous political educaia study. The

third area was work, coordinating various activities] anderstanding the
- . . . (42
political significance of various actions we took."-

These classes were as much orientation sessionsWaenruits as they were propaganda sessions to sway the
inquisitive into joining. In addition to the sharing of ongiational rules, BPP leaders expounded upon revolutionary
theory and how such information informed BPP strateggetics, and goals. For the vast majority of those in
attendance, Political Education classes signaled firgiexposure to the ideological underpinnings informnfrey

Panthers’ revolutionary Nationalist posture. During #Es®ons the participants were given a healthy dosechf s

notable leftist revolutionary philosophers as Lenin,draMarx, Mao, Guevara, Malcolm X, and Williarhs
To their chagrin, the Panthers’ leaders discovereddhdheir new recruits such
ideological formulations were overshadowed by a seemungtpntrollable fascination with the
gun’** In a similar vein, Party chairman Bobby Seale redalle
From its very beginning, the Black Panther Party hagphalolems with a
lot of people who come in and use the Party as a baserfanal activity
which the Party never endorsed or had anything to do withelaahy
days of the Party, we had to try a number of timesaavdbrothers that
they were breaking the rules, and eventually tell tHeahthey were no
longer members of the Party and that they didn’t reptake Party
anymore .... Some brothers would come into the Party, ahndsswith
guns, and they related only to the dtm.
To the BPP’s credit, its leadership was fully awaréhad rapidly-developing fascination and the
dangers it held for the Panthers, the Black Powerdagthe nation in general.
Although Newton and Seale could have reveled in thecfatlaat their ideological

formulations endeared the BPP to African-AmericansPtnather leaders realized that the
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“Ten-Point Platform and Program” had little to do witlany members’ decisions to join.
Newton and Seale recognized that the perceived powenficwom the barrel of a gun, not
their ideological constructs, brought significant suppmthe fledging party. Seale remembers
that “when we started the Party,...[we] didn’t have mwgntion of having them identify only
with the gun. We knew that we had to teach them beagun was only a tool and it must be
used by a mind that think$* However, Newton and Seale predicted from the Parithers
founding “that the guns would be more valuable and more mgfhito the ‘brother off the
block’ ..."**” The African-American lumpen proletariat’s enchantmeitih the gun caused
many recruits to overlook ideology not pertaining to armameédbviously, this desire to “pick
up the gun,” devoid of any political understanding, drastidailgd to capture the essence of
Newton and Seale’s revolutionary vision and impeded théhBes’ maturation into a viable
revolutionary vehicle.

Clearly, the base desires of new members to turn festan the police outweighed and
often muted BPP revolutionary Nationalist theory. dpuzing this tendency early in the BPP’s
existence, Newton and Seale combated it at every tkmoavledging that “the guns were used
to attract the young urban Afrikan Americans, but oncg fhieed the Party, it was the
responsibility of the organization to train them inipecdl organizing.” However, issues
surrounding the gun, and its utility, continually impededghry’s progress. Nevertheless,
many substantive issues remained that the BPP discusBelitiaal Education classé&®

One of the primary theories the BPP discussed in dagas the Panthers’ two-tiered
philosophy on liberation. Newton explained that an unmistakaistinction existed between the
Panthers’ short-term and long-term goals. What mosboh&lists criticized as reformism, said

Newton, was a mechanism designed to ensure African-éamesurvival. Such short-term
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survival goals, however, were precursors to long-range gbdtsmestic revolution. If African-
Americans perished due to a lack of necessities, thee Gals would be irrelevafit® Such
beliefs, combined with a deep desire to improve African-Acaas condition, led Newton to
accentuate the BPP’s community service activities.

Due to the sensationalism surrounding the Panthers’ [iagraktivities observers
commonly overlooked the party’s less dramatic communityice activities that helped the
African-American community. On one occasion, fatance, the Panthers joined a contentious
battle between Bay Area African-Americans and thkl&@wa City Council. This ongoing contest
concerned the busy Oakland intersection of Fiftyaféhd Market Streets, the site of
innumerable automobile accidents in which many youth weueeidjand killed. When the City
Council ignored the continual pleas of area residemta fraffic signal, the Panthers lent their
presence to the cause. Once the BPP entered thedumgilomembers agreed to install the
requested traffic signal; however, to everyone’s disrtige installation process was not
scheduled to begin for a full calendar year. Suchmattible was totally unacceptable to the
African-American community, who questioned how many nadri&ren would be killed during
that period. This gross disregard of life prodded the BPPamtanprecedented action, directing
traffic at the intersection until the installationcacred and a decision that endeared the
organization to their community. In the wake of thatRars’ initiative, city officials amazingly
found the resources to move the installation forwardfothgear>°

Despite such service and utility to the community, Baga®AAfrican-Americans
remained leery of affiliating with the BPP. The onlyane the Panthers had to combat such
apprehensions were through their continued survival andaperations within the community.

Each day the party survived, its existence served as refut#tthe Oakland police’s
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omnipotence. But most African-Americans feared thateggpon by the OPD had yet to begin.
The community knew that the dangerous standoffs that eearing frequently were only the
tip of the iceberg regarding what the OPD was capable@andling to do toward destroying
the BPP. Even the BPP leadership realized that thesQ#etly harassment campaign would
inevitably be scrapped in favor of more severe formsmession. Sensing police frustrations,
Panther leaders prepared for a forthcoming assault byivgatheir members of the need to
exercise extreme caution in their dealings with officer

Clearly, the OPD’s petty harassment campaign haebféao curb the Panther Patrols
because the very laws that officers had sworn to uplddded the Panthers during both their
patrolling activities and daily public display of weaporfych irony prodded increasing
numbers of officers toward back-alley justice and tleegealegal activities escalated tensions
between the combatants to unprecedented levels. Fotegits and purposes, existing laws
proved to be more of a hindrance to officers than tait®enting populationFor many
Panthers, such irony was fertile ground to taunt offie@sdid little more than escalate the
already mounting tension3"

Equally troubling to BPP leaders was the increasing numhecaoiits who were
mesmerized by the rhetorical virtues of the gun and allowekl fscinations to guide their
interactions with law enforcement officers. For m&aynthers, their foremost desire appeared to
be little more than exacting revenge upon those who a@bséed their ancestors and
themselves. To even the casual observer, clearleatdiorrelation existed between an increase
in BPP popularity and OPD frustrations. Consequently, & faafrom shocking when on
February 21, 1967, a mere four months after the Pantherssige the inevitable showdown

between officers and BPP members came to frutfion.
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The Black community was abuzz with excitement as it pegpbtor the “Malcolm X
Memorial Day Conference.” The highpoint of the schedlaletivities was an appearance by
Betty Shabazz, Malcolm X’s widow. Organizers, wishingnewge Shabazz’'s comfort and
safety, chose the BPP to serve as her security guardydhanrvisit. Newton, a fanatic for
planning, felt that the police would not passively staraifiy allow his group to walk into the
airport, retrieve Shabazz, and depart. Certain thaiffleers would attempt to bar his group’s
entrance, he studied the laws regarding what was, asthetapermissible in an airport terminal.
Initially, Newton discovered that the airport was,aetf private property and could dictate
activities on their premises. After further investigatibowever, Newton found that the airport’s
capacity to hold over 200 individuals subjected it to public egn and, thus, guaranteed those
on its premises the protections of constitutional sgl$uch a loophole was crucial to the
Panthers’ mission for without it the local police amp@rt security could void the Panthers’
right to carry guns inside a public structiire.

Considering the pre-existing hostility between the IRanstand the police, it should not
be shocking that officers confronted the BPP’s secdgtyil at the airport. As Shabazz’s plane
made its final approach, armed Panthers strode towasedrgwet entrance. When officers
blocked the entrance, Newton questioned the legal grountiseioiactions. As expected, the
officers pointed out that the airport was private propéitywever, Newton reminded officers
that it still fell under public regulation because ofaépacity to accommodate in excess of 200
people. The officers, however, continued to block thetgtiimg Panthers. Airport security
then suggested a compromise of allowing the Pantherssaoct® terminal if they left their
guns outside. Newton vehemently refused, reminding theeodfthat the BPP was fully within

its rights under the state constitution to enter ttpoa armed. Finally, the officers backed
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down from their rigid position and stepped aside as tme@diPanthers entered the airport,
retrieved Shabazz from her flight, and exited in frdrthe officers. The head of airport security
later alleged to Bay Area reporters that the onlyaede “allowed” the Black Panthers’
entrance was that “[t]he only law there is, is agamasrying concealed weapons and there
wasn’'t anything concealed... [O]f course they were on prigatgerty...and could have been
arrested for trespassing but | didn’t want to inflame tl@ohcreate a scene and scare a lot of
innocent people’®

Bay area police fumed at the Panthers’ public rejeatidheir authority. Consequently,
as the Panthers escorted Shabazz to the firsterfes ©f scheduled appearances, trouble loomed
on the horizon. While Shabazz gave an interview abtfiges ofRamparts officers mobilized
outside and impatiently awaited the Panthers’ emergéhuable to restrain themselves,
Oakland police finally stormed the building in hopes of capy Panther leaders and meting out
punishment. In an unbelievable display of ineptitude, offidembled their attempt to arrest
Newton and Seale since many of them had little, if @®g what they looked like.
Consequently, officers randomly accosted Panthersiataimside of the building and queried
them regarding who was in charge. Realizing the ineffiry of their actions, officers returned
outside and stewed in angér.

Once Shabazz completed her interview, the Panthereéba security cordon around her
and exited the front door. Obviously, the Panthers wesgeaof the OPD officers awaiting their
appearance and wanting to crack heads. Although Shabafg kemained most prominent on
their agenda, the BPP was not averse to giving offibersanfrontation they sought. A large
crowd had mobilized in anticipation of a battle, and BR#id OPD'’s actions clearly revealed

that neither party desired to disappoint the bystanders.
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Once Shabazz had been safely whisked from the asesBPR turned its attention
towards the hostile OPD officers. The Panthers &litite police with machismo posturing and
then attempted to leave. As Newton ordered his team tatdepaone of the most intense
standoffs in Bay Area history occurred. According tol&Sea

Huey saw the cops pulling the straps off of the hamméth¢a
guns] all of a sudden, so Huey says, “Turn around! Don’tyacm
back on these backshooting motherfuckers!”...We all turned
around...Huey goes, “Spread!” and jacks a shell off into th
chamber of his gun... A big beefy cop moved forward. He had
unhooked the strap off of the hammer of his pistol, antesta
shouting at Huey. “Don’t point that gun at me! Stop poantimat
gun at me!” He kept making gestures as though he was going to go
for his gun... “You want to draw your gun?” Huey asked hine Th
other pigs were calling for this one to cool it, but héndtiseem to
hear them. He was looking right at Huey, staring ditaigo

Huey's eyes. “OK, you big fat racist pig, draw your gun’'heT
cop didn’t move. “Draw it you cowardly dog!” and with thétuey
jacked a round off into the chamber of his shotgun. “I'nitivwg,”
Huey said, and, man, he just stood there waiting foipigiso

make a move toward his gun. All of the other cops moved daick
of the line of fire. The five of us were spread out belkiney.
Finally the fat pig just gave up. He let out a great lé sind just

hung his head, Huey almost laughed in his fate.
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Although intense confrontations between the police hadPanthers never became
routine, other sporadic conflicts almost reached sinelals of intensity of the February 21,
1967 showdown. Yet, harassment and threats from Bayodffiears had at best a negligible
impact upon BPP’s strength and stability. The increasibglg-BPP, coupled with increased
support from the African-American and protest communitegbpfficers to deduce that their
present course of action, particularly the petty hanass campaign, were ineffective. Bay Area
officers, administrators, and politicians concludedaswime for a new approach to what had

transformed from merely a Panther nuisance into italsde Panther menace.
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CHAPTER 6

GAINING FAME BY GETTING LOST

Sensing imminent revenge from the OPD for the Malc$IBay confrontation, Panther
leaders began garnering the African-American communstypgport for they realized that failure
to do so preordained the group’s demise. The most impoteantasvards propagating BPP’s
cause was the creation e Black Panthera newspaper for Blacks in the Bay Area. This new
endeavor gave the party both increased publicity and ameawber of the leadership core,
Eldridge Cleaver.

While preparing for the Malcolm X Day conference, Newand Seale met Cleaver,
whose renown within the Bay Area was due to his oratquicavess and literary skill. Cleaver,
who was on parole from the California penal systenr atteving nine years for rape, was one of
the most intriguing individuals on the activist scene. @keonvict had much in common with
the BPP co-founders, such as his migration to the Bag &se child and the poverty his family
experienced. Once released from Soledad prison, Clebtaned a job at the white leftist
periodicalRamparts. A disciple of Malcolm X, Cleaver was determined to miladcolm X's
final secular endeavor, the Organization of Afro-Aroani Unity, a success. Cleaver perceived
the initial step toward accomplishing this goal was tgéaa united front among African-
American activists, artists, writers, and politicaldheticians. Consequently, he created the

“Black House,” a place in San Francisco’s Fillmoreraisfor artists, activists, and
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organizations to assemble. The funds for this bastigfrafan-American culture and
politics came ironically from Cleaver’s white leftis¢nefactors.

When Seale and Newton appeared at the Black House teeréloeir security
assignment from the Malcolm X Day Celebration stepgommittee, their image and presence
startled committee member Cleaver. “l spun around irs@ay,” he later wrote, “and saw the
most beautiful sight | had ever seen: four black merrngdlack berets, powder blue shirts,
black leather jackets, black trousers, shiny black shoes-amhonath a gun!...Where was my
mind at? Blown!*®*’ Soon there afte€leaver joined the Panthers and became the Minister o
Information.

While Cleaver was enchanted with a masculinity thanbde synonymous with
revolution, the Panthers was enthralled to have himtfeeir fold since he had access to monies
from speaking engagements and an intricate network oftweahite radicals. Additionally, he
agreed to donate the residuals from his best-selling pmgonoir,Soul on Iceto the BPP.
Panther leaders quickly realized that Cleaver wassteamaf communications. Inthe end, it
would be Cleaver’s voice, not Newton’s, Seale’s, am@ehael’s, that would come to represent
the Black Power Era most strongly. To be heard, @leareated a powerful communication

vehicle and fundraiser withhe Black Panther®

Published on April 27, 1967, the first issueTbk Black Panthera four-page
mimeographed spread, ran the headline “Why Was Denzil D&vlled?” Many of the
organization’s supporters felt great trepidation about émtwe, fearing that the paper could

lead to the BPP being linked with groups that it publiclyiaizied for talking about revolution
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without any real intention of taking action. Newtonigly remembered the catalyst that
overcome the initial concerns:
We had never even thought of putting out a newspaper before
Words on paper had always seemed futile. But the Dowsdl ca
prompted us to find a way to inform the community about tbes fa
and mobilize them to action. Lacking access to radieyision, or
any of the other mass media, we needed an alternagaasof
communication. No one would do it for tS.

The initial issue ofrhe Black Panthedetailed Denzil Dowell's murder and the BPP’s
independent investigation of Oakland police behavior. Acogrth official incident reports,
police spotted Dowell attempting to burglarize a busineggim 1967. Officers reported that
once Dowell saw them, he attempted to escape by running dakarea, jumping a fence, and
forcing officers to use lethal force for their own patiten. The state coroner reported that once
Dowell was shot, he quickly bled to death where he'félundoubtedly, Denzil Dowell’s death
and the resulting police inquiry stirred up feelings of déjdor local African-Americans. Not
only had officers struck down another Black male, but aesgent Internal Affairs investigation
cleared them of any wrongdoing. Seeking to prove thatbeéned Denzil had been the victim
of state-sanctioned murder, the Dowell family launchedwn investigation. More than
emotions supported their suspicions when several signiifinaonsistencies surfaced in the
police’s version of that night’s event.

Several pieces of evidence pointed to foul play by thieeadfor one, Dowell had
suffered a hip injury in a car accident prior to the na@ftthe burglary, making it extremely

difficult for him to run at a rapid pace, let alone ddior jump a fence as officers alleged.
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Moreover, the spot where Dowell's body lay was absébtood, contradicting the coroner’s
official cause of death being immediate and uncontralabdeding. Adding credibility to
family’s suspicion that the police had moved Dowdixly was the presence of a pool of blood
twenty yards in front of the fence they contended he iwahe process of scaling. Amazingly,
officers never summoned emergency units to the scertiated shat Dowell had a gun on his
person. Finally, an independent medical examinationleded that Dowell had been facing the
officers in a surrender position with hands raised albisséead when the lethal shots were fired.
Despite such contradictions to official accounts, thee& refused to reconsider the case.
Having exhausted the legal system, the Dowell family tutoe¢tle BPP for assistant¥®.

The Black Panther Party’'s decision to help the Dowedls an extension of its belief that
bringing to light police brutality cases was the sunesans to win African-American support.
Panther members sought to mobilize grassroots pressiar iovestigation of Denzil's murder.
They traveled to Richmond for a series of street sadlied circulated a petition that garnered
1,200 signatures demanding a Grand Jury investigdfof.heSan Francisco Examiner and
Chroniclereported that

[sJome 150 Negroes listened as leaders of the group stopd at
autos to make speeches and armed guards kept away all whites.
The speakers reportedly advised the crowd what to do regardin
the alleged police brutality. While Contra Costa depldsgs an

eye on the gathering from a helicopter, no actiontatasn on the
ground, since, a sheriff's spokesman said, the Black Raritheke
no laws and displayed their weapons opéfily.

Unfortunately, the protests regarding Denzil Obsvelaying were to no avail, as the state
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staunchly refused to reopen the case. However, Pamfitetian strengthened law enforcement
officers’ determination to destroy the BPP by any meansssary. Police continually attempted
to provoke Panthers into using their weapons by pointiaig tlivn guns at members, conducting
illegal arrests, and by executing back-alley beatingspevarious officers’ attempts to raise
confrontations to lethal levels, cooler heads prevage@RD administrators formulated a less
dramatic, but more effective, plan to subdue the BPP.

At the behest of California Attorney General Thor@ad.ynch, conservative State
Assemblyman Donald Mulford introduced a bill to revoke @atifans’ constitutional right to
carry unconcealed weapons. The Attorney General, whocpuldimarked “[T]he time has
come when we have to legislate against carrying or gxtglguns in public places,” had
widespread support as Bay Area administrators encouragpdsbage of the measufé.

Clearly, the legislation, if passed, would prove disastifor the BPP whose armaments made
the group appealing to members and community supporters. Thkyrta wave weapons
around would undermine Panther recruiting efforts as doddén African-American males
considered the ability to defend themselves and their cantyragainst officers a major reason
to enlist in the BPP.

The potential fallout from enacting the Mulford Bill wid be multi-fold, but most
immediately impacted would be the Panther Patrols.heaf¢aders realized that without
patrolling capabilities it would be difficult to attract atiginal members. Moreover, they feared
that the BPP would lose a sizable portion of its cumegtnbership who had joined because of
the gun’s allure but were now in the early stages afigiahtion.

Although the Black Panther Party was known throughouBtheArea, African-

Americans’ hesitation to join the organization emané#i@oh a rationale fear of violent reprisals
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from OPD officers. The loss of the ability to caamyns would increase such anxiety because
Blacks realized that the only factor preventing offideosn shooting Panthers was a fear of
immediate retaliation. Because of the ongoing cosfliath police, the Panthers were not the
safest organizational choice for aspiring activistsnevith the possibility of carrying guns;
without weapons, the party was no longer an optiofi at many minds:®®

Panther leaders realized that it was only a mattemef before the Mulford Bill passed
into law. The absence of an advocate for the patrtiyarstate legislature translated into a lack of
power in the political arena, particularly in regardsesisting the Mulford Bill. This situation
offered Panther members two choices: either distdr@adelves from the party or engage in
activities that invited incarceration or even death.

Taking the latter pathNewton, Seale, and Cleaver scheduled a demonstratioa State Capitol in
Sacramento to oppose the measure. The plan was fg gfarmed Panthers to protest what they now cales “t

Panther Bill” in front of the local media. Standiag the front steps of the capital buildiigeale was to read to
the gathered cadre Newton’s “In Defense of Self-Deféasel then the Panthers would quickly
flee Sacramento before police had a chance to rkltlsbugh “In Defense of Self-Defense” was
a particularly poignant statement, the real payofthite operation lay in the voluminous
coverage the Panthers hoped to receive from news rf&dia.

On the morning of May 2, 1967, thirty Panthers arrived in&aento to protest the

Mulford Bill. Near comical logistical problems marred the proteshfthe beginning. On the way to

Sacramento, the Panthers’ pondered how to deal witstakelegislature’s security personnel. But once ircitliye
they quickly discovered that concerns about security pers@ral secondary since not one Panther had any idea of
the legislature’s location. Sitting in their vehiclége Panthers guessed at which building was the Capitollyrinal

using deductive reasoning, Seale correctly headed towsr dsitiding with the largest group of cameramen and

reporters loitering in front®’
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As the Panthers approached, one in their ranks whiltysieenarked, “Look at Reagan run,” referring to
California’s ultra-conservative governor Ronald Reagdriirgt, the statement appeared to be little more than
rhetorical posturing. However, Governor Reagan, whoagdsessing a youth assembly on the Capitol grounds,

apparently spotted the armed Panthers and hastily exited opposite direction. Once the fleeing Reagan was

pointed out, the Panthers continued their approach tGapéol step%.68

Upon arriving at the building, Seale ascended the steps thbileemaining Panthers
assembled themselves in military formation. Camesavsrimmediately turned their lenses
toward the Panthers and captured Chairman Seale rehdistatement composed by Newton.

The Black Panthers, Seale intoned:

calls upon the American people in general and the Blagid@®&o particular to
take careful note of the racist California Legislatuviich is now considering
legislation aimed at keeping the Black people disarmed andrfess at the
very same time that racist police agencies througheutdhntry are
intensifying the terror, brutality, murder and regzien of Black people....
Black people have begged, prayed, petitioned, demonstratesl/arything else
to get the racist power structure of America to rigletwrongs which have
historically been perpetrated against Black people. fAlhese efforts have
been answered by more repression, deceit, and hypocridye Black Panther
Party for Self-Defense believes that the time has domBlack people to arm
themselves against this terror before it is too |dtee pending Mulford Act
brings the hour of doom one step nearer. A people &kie buffered so much
for so long at the hands of a racist society, must ¢thha line somewhere. We

believe that the Black communities of America mis# up as one man to halt

the progression of a trend that leads inevitably tw thtal destruction>°

Once Seale finished reading, he unexpectedly deviatedthe plan to arrive, read the

directive, and quickly exit Sacramento. Instead, he saogtend a message to legislators by
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observing the General Assembly at work. Such a decwasnot particularly shocking as there
was a Gallery Area specifically designed for observingweler, most visitors did not brandish
weapons.

Seale’s deviation from the initial plan denigrated intowleest decision he could have
made. Just as the Panthers had not known where thelegqs, neither were they
knowledgeable about the structure’s internal design. Theajting Panthers became lost as
they searched for the Gallery Area. Soliciting a @d@mployee’s help proved nearly disastrous
as the person inadvertently directed them to the exgramthe General Assembly floor instead
of the Gallery Area. When they accidentally marchead dmé assembly floor, their appearance
sent ripples of fear through California’s elected regmestives. Alarmed security officers
hurriedly mobilized to stop them. Tensions between the &m law enforcement officers would
not subside until the Panthers departéd.

The Panthers’ invasion of the Assembly’s floor rentbaay hopes of exiting quickly to
avoiding arrest. Yet the comedy of errors continueohasof the vehicles carrying the Panthers
overheated while leaving Sacramento, forcing them toatapgas station and giving officers an
opportunity to take the fleeing Nationalists into custddyln planning the protest, BBP leaders
had foreseen the possibility of arrests. As preparaBeale had been insistent that Newton, who
was still on probation for prior offenses, not traeSacramento. The Panther Chairman also
realized that if mass arrests occurred the group would eeelosie available to orchestrate their
release. Seale’s foresight proved beneficial. Onddo@ada’s airwaves carried news of the
episode, Newton began raising bail for his jailed congade

Among those incarcerated was Bobby Seale, who was chaitiedisturbing the peace.

His conviction began a volatile period in Black Pantheiohysdirectly linked to an increase in
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state-sanctioned repression. The “storming” of the &afmtol certainly failed to dissuade
lawmakers from passing the Mulford Bill. Indeed, by givirgpResentatives an up-close view
of “the Panther menace,” the affair propelled theslkatjire to make the measure even more
restrictive!’? Empowered by the new legislation, police officers reditkeir earlier repressive
tactics with new vigor. Compelled to defend themselvesagaiven the most frivolous charges,
the Panthers could expect significant incarceratioe.tédcquiring adequate legal defense
required monies that the Panthers did not have, ammasi#ge more intolerable when the
prosecution routinely dropped charges just prior to tee gaing to trial.

Yet the Sacramento rally did get the group known adtessountry. National news
coverage of the Panthers “storming” the State Capitelaviar greater propaganda tool than the
BPP could have ever fathomed. The moment the imagasnaid Panthers appeared on national
television, the party catapulted into the vanguard positidhe Black Power Era. However, the
BPP was woefully unprepared to deal with a host of usé®e issues that developed from its
increasing popularity. One Panther recalled that thelynot anticipated the intensity of
attention they received from the media or police:Ussathey went hand in hand. The more
repression, the more media attention; the more natation, the more repressiof®
Although most whites and integrationist-oriented Africamekicans denounced the Panthers’
shocking machismo image, many young Black males througheuation embraced it
wholeheartedly.

The allure of the gun fed urban African-American matesianticized ideas surrounding
revolutionary strugglé’® For these individuals, the Panthers’ signature legalets, powder
blue shirts, berets, and armaments were the embodihamewgolutionary. Unfortunately, the

brief news clips of the Panthers in Sacramentauldsfan admirers with little exposure to BPP
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principles. African-American urbanites’ gravitation taowsthe BPP after its short media
exposure clearly displays a search for an altern&ivenviolent civil disobedience. For these
people, what mattered was that the Panthers had takéitaay stand against the
“establishment” and survived. They had no way of fathomiagttie catalyst for such an
extreme form of protest was the BPP’s desperation yoaskzat.

Prior to the Sacramento protest, the Panthers’ naeks composed of individuals that
the co-founders personally knew from the Bay Area. H@wneexpanding nationally brought in
strangers. Newton recalled that in the wake of theeSiapitol rally, the Panthers “had more
members than we could handle. From all across the oealts came to us about establishing
chapters and branches; we could hardly keep track oéthests*” In reality, the Panthers
were little more than a group of poorly organized Afri¢danericans creating revolution as they
advanced, unprepared for national expansion.

Although Newton and Seale had considered future expansiont@tihe Summer of
1967 they had taken little action. Now, in an attempéautdlifate growth, the Panther leadership
hurriedly created a new three-tiered hierarchy for tigamization. At the highest tier was the
BPP’s governing body, the Central Committee, composecotdh (Minister of Defense),
Seale (Chairman), Cleaver (Minister of Informatidfjank Jones (Deputy Minister of
Information), and David Hilliard (Chief of Stafff® The second tier was comprised of regional
chapters, and the lowest tier included local branchetesed throughout the nation. Rank-and-
file members would report to local branch leaders comaeg developments in their respective
locations. Only truly important matters made it to @entral Committee, who made the large
decisions and created policy. This structure would nobbgptetely workable, but it was

somewhat functional for a short timh€.
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Initially, when an individual outside the Oakland arededathe Panthers’ headquarters
to inquire about beginning their own chapter, BPP leadepsnded with a list of extreme
requirements that included relocating to the Bay Ardbngd& he Black Pantherand learning
current ideology and rulé€® However, Newton and Seale soon realized that tbeatibn
demand was unrealistic and shortly dropped it. Meanwhiteskér of Education George
Murray created a handbook that included BPP rules, geiadsegies, tactics, and ideolody.

The explosion in requests for membership also force@amehers to amend their criteria
for inclusion. Recruits who entered the BPP afteifSaeramento protest were required to fill out
a basic membership form and pay $3 ($0.50 for hardship cases)ti@ir applications were
approved, new members participated in a six-week pol#datation program, divided into
three parts: community, leadership, and cadre. New retiadt$o study the “Ten-Point Platform
and Program” and read the seminal literature informing ## Beological underpinnings:
Fanon, Marx, Malcolm X, Williams, Mao, and Guevaranther leaders structured their program
to move their recruits’ understanding of revolutionarygtite from a “race first” domestic
struggle to an international one with obvious class icaibns™®® Despite mandating a mastery
of the same material by all BPP chapters, Panthdeteajuickly realized that more and more
members disregarded political theory. Most individual¥@dancapable of going beyond
infatuation with the Party’s revolutionary image and paay.

Undoubtedly, the BPP’s militant posture polarizedrthgon and led to vociferous
denouncements from a cross section of America, inoduthie Civil Rights community. Most
problematic for moderate leaders was the BPP’s oftetciharge that the Civil Rights
movement had failed. For BPP supporters, that failure ataddhat African-Americans

abandon parochial goals in favor of an uncompromisingoNalist politics. Although Civil
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Rights leaders continued to struggle for integration, latgebers of Blacks had abandoned
integration in favor of a Nationalist aesthetic. Regably, even the Civil Rights movement’s
most trusted ally, white liberals, had abandoned the ppéisas of integrationist leaders.

White liberals presented some of the most interestactions to the Black Panther Party
and its Nationalist politics. Within the ideologicatliverse white leftist community, two
markedly different reactions emerged. One camp follothedead of moderate Civil Rights
leaders and denounced both the Panthers and their tigtiadenlogical underpinnings. Most
problematic for these liberal whites was the Black Nwtiists’ tendency to disregard prior
contributions and sacrifices made by whites toward seguaitial justice. These white liberals
had little idea that the BPP’s progressive politics meadlparticipation in interracial alliances
with like-minded groups. Such an ideological stance madeah&'s an anomaly within the
largely separatist-minded Nationalist community. So teceNewton’s and Seale’s verbal
support for gay rights, free speech, and women'’s rightisel midst of the sometimes separatist,
xenophobic, and narrow-minded nationalist Black Power IHoavever, no display of
progressivism proved sufficient to overcome the predeaedenotions of the BPP and Black
Nationalist politics held by many liberals.

More left-leaning white radicals realized that moderatelderal whites’ denouncement
of the Black Panthers was rooted in ignorance. Whiteatdadmonished their liberal
counterparts for their thinly-veiled racist views, asegrthat the Panthers “are not what the
press makes them out to be. They are not a racist oagjanizThey oppose all oppression and
brutalization of the ghetto whether perpetrated by blacklpewpwvhite people. They are armed

to defend themselves and their community against oppressibft....”
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Prior to BPP’s “storming” the State Capitol, membeairthe Bay Area’s influential white
leftist movement had already been exposed to the.Phetyists had assisted the Panthers in
several community service programs and considered thadPaitirothers in the coming socialist
revolution. White leftists recognized that the Panthesevideologically distinct from other
Black Nationalists, particularly as they utilized aramsl proved receptive to progressivism.
Only the vanguard party, the Panthers felt, could succsafabrporate arms into their
struggle. The prospect of cooperation between the two viifistd populations of 1960’s
radicalism, while leftists and the Panthers, alarivath local and national law enforcement

agencies®?

The FBI was aware of the BPP from its genesis. WheeRBI initially was lax in its
monitoring, the Panthers’ growing popularity got the aivenvf FBI Director Hoover as well as
that of local law enforcement officials throughout tfaion. An increasingly conservative
national climate encouraged largely irrational fearsadicals. Middle America sought “law and
order” but were willing to turn a blind eye when the goveentrused unlawful tactics against
dissenters. Targeted for such tactics were opponéhtsSoinvolvement in Vietnam and
advocates of African-American rights, women'’s riglgsy rights, and free speetfi.

Despite sharing a common bond of police harassmeart there obvious differences
between the types of causes activists championedalBantotivated by self-interest, activists
sought to address their most pressing needs prior to chatleggneral grievances. For example,
the post-Voting Rights Act period saw white males protestMietnam War, while white women
championed women'’s rights, and urban working-class andAfooan-Americans protested

slum conditions and second-class citizenship status.
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The volatile summer of 1967 saw urban African-Americagmaorhoods explode in
riots. Analysts generally agree that the catalystHese rebellions was the trinity of inner-city
evils: socioeconomic despair, police brutality, and maltpowerlessness. American politicians
failed to consider the legitimacy of such grievancegjqudarly as they pointed towards
structural flaws within American capitalism and représeve democracy. Instead, many white
politicians blamed the rhetoric of Black Nationalistsifmiting the fires of the summer of
discontent. This idea became a fixture within thegagns, speeches, and political stances of
more than a few politicians. To assuage the fears oflenfaherica and persuade conservative
Blacks to oppose Nationalism, politicians in both majarties advanced a “law and order”
brand of politics-®

In response, the Panthers promoted militant Natismasind dropped “Self-Defense”
from their organization’s name. In July 1967, Newton expled upon this latest alteration in
BPP ideology in “The Correct Handling of the Revolution

The Black masses are handling the resistance incgrrédien
the brothers in East Oakland, having learned their resista
fighting from Watts, amassed the people in the stréatsw bricks
and Molotov Cocktails to destroy property and create dignupt
they were herded into small areas by Gestapo police and
immediately contained by the brutal violence of the oggwes
storm troops. Although this manner of resistance is sifmra
short-lived, and costly, it has been transmitted adressountry to

all the ghettos of the Black nation.
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When the people learn that it is no longer advantag®eous
them to resist by going into the streets in large nuslzerd when
they see the advantage in the activities of the glsewdrfare
methods, they will quickly follow this example...It istho
necessary to organize thirty million Black people in prima
groups of two’s and three’s but it is important for tlati?to show
the people how to stage a revolution.

They are looking now for guidance to extend and
strengthen their resistance struggle. The vanguard pagy
exemplify the characteristics that make them worthy o

leadershig®

By adopting a revolutionary Nationalist posture, Newdttempted to create further distance between the
BPP and its rival. Newton believed that by rebellimgptigh rioting, the African-American masses had altdren t
strategies, tactics, and goals. The BPP sought ta deh activism through revolutionary Nationalism while
simultaneously cautioning against occurrences of rewtyaebellion. The BPP’s new emphasis on revolutiponar
Nationalism immediately stirred up the Bay Area poliéemed with the Mulford Act, officers sought to eradica
the Panthers through a series of quasi-military operatisgensions mounted between officers of the Oaktand’

Police Department and Black Panther Party membeisreselents sensed that it was only a matter of bienare

blood would be shed by one, if not both, of the combat&itsT hat time arrived in the morning hours of
October 28, 1967.

As the city was awakening, Oakland police officer Joleyfpulled over Huey Newton
and Gene McKinney. The two Panthers immediately rechlize danger they were in when they
recognized Frey, who during his brief tenure with the OR® dmined notoriety throughout the
African-American community as a rogue cop devoid of angeser legal or moral boundaries.

The Panthers had framed Frey’s picture as a “Most &toster on a wall in their
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headquarters. Community outcries against Frey had led soesiors filing papers to transfer
him to a location that would minimize his interactiongwBay Area African-Americans. In
light of such a background, the events of October 28, 1964 mverely a continuation of Frey’s
antagonistic behavior towards Bay Area Blat¥s.

Although the events of that morning remain contestathiogfacts are clear. Prior to
stopping Newton and McKinney, Frey had beaten a 16-yearfolcbA-American grocery clerk
named Daniel King. Then, when back patrolling, he recogniz@auather car” and decided to
investigate what its occupants were doing out so earheimittrning. Frey was able to recognize
the vehicle as a “Panther car” because Oakland offaserslated a list of vehicles owned or
frequently operated by BPP members. Quite likely, Frey komov to radioing in the license
plate number who was inside the stopped automobile bebausguested additional officers.
Once twenty-four-year-old Herbert Heanes arrivedhenscene, Frey ordered Newton from his
vehicle and toward the police cruigdéf.

The early morning tragedy occurred in the short amoutinef it took for Huey P.
Newton to emerge from his vehicle and arrive at Freytmd car. During these moments,
gunfire lit the sky. Once the shooting ceased, both NeananOfficer Heanes suffered gunshot
wounds, and Frey lay dead. Gene McKinney then stopped agassiarist, Dell Ross, and
forced him to drive Newton and him from the scene. Rdleged hearing Newton boast that he
had just shot two people. McKinney and the bleeding Newtadtentheir way to David Hilliard’s
residence. Hilliard destroyed Newton’s blood-soaked cladhdghen arranged his
transportation to Kaiser Hospital for emergency treait. As dawn broke, newspapers
throughout the nation ran shocking photos of a wounded dwes¥tackled to an emergency room

gurney, surrounded by menacing Oakland Police Offi¢8rs.
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The BPP Minister of Defense spent two weeks in Kaikespital before being
transferred to San Quentin Prison’s medical ward. Tate sgsued three indictments against
Newton, one for the murder of John Frey, the seconddsaulting Officer Heanes with a deadly
weapon, and the third for kidnapping of Dell Ross. If cot@d on the first charge Newton
would be eligible for the death penalty.

With Newton awaiting trial and Seale still incarcedater “storming” the State Capitol,
the BPP was without experienced leadership. To fill thd,\the Panthers’ Minister of
Information, Eldridge Cleaver, assumed control. Cleavnerthe BPP had two pressing issues to
address: saving Newton from execution and weathering theasiog law enforcement attacks.
Cleaver decided to guide the organization in a new diredtioder his leadership, the BPP
expanded nationally and staved off attacks aimed atstsud#ion. One of his most important
accomplishments was his orchestrating an alliande agep-pocketed white liberals who proved
instrumental in the Panthers’ struggle to stay solMdnfortunately, there was an unmistakable
correlation between Panther involvement with whithaals and the FBI’'s paranoia. Although
Cleaver considered the alliance integral to the Pasty'sival, it directly contributed to a period
of FBI-led arrests, death, and discord. Consequentl\pahed of Newton’s incarceration was
simultaneously the best and the worst of times fd? Bimbers. Put simply, this period saw the
Panthers experience unprecedented popularity among Aficeanicans and white radicals.

Yet such prominence would be balanced by the horrific mylgé&rikes from their state

opponents™°
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CHAPTER 7

FREE HUEY!

The October 28, 1967 shootout involving Huey Newton occurreshgiths after the
Black Panther Party’s first national exposure and aweeks past its first anniversary. Although
publicity from the Sacramento protest had solidified thetRers’ standing as the Black Power
movement’s vanguard group, the shooting pushed the BPE teiker of the entire American
protest scene. David Hilliard remembers, “The shootoutéfsitely been a colossal event.
Before we were ten to fifteen guys with no officegrmay, media outlets or program. Now
we...turn away new members, [and] don't have time to fafilthe media requests for
interviews.... ' Despite growing fame, a myriad of obstacles conéomhe Party during its
second year of existence, including the loss of leagershi

While Newton awaited arraignment on charges stemming lfisnole in the early
morning shootout, Bobby Seale remained incarcerated foljpthe Sacramento protest.
Newton’s involvement in the murder of an OPD officerygled with the brilliant, yet often
polarizing and shocking rhetoric of new BPP head Eldridgav€le made sensational copy for
the profit-driven press. On the one hand, the publicitsem®ed requests for national expansion
and led to the induction of over 200 Bay Area residentstire national chapté?? On the

other hand, it produced a harsh reaction from state aatldothorities, including a propagation
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campaign to ruin the BPP. As the Panthers prepared totrNewion’s defense, Oakland’s
mayor John Reading denounced the BPP and their martye preis:

A noisy and illogical demand is made for the releddduzy Newton who was
apprehended and indicted by the Grand Jury on the chargéngf &n Oakland police officer.
Let me assure you that this city government will iniat this charge be pressed with vigor and
determination by the District Attorney’s offité
Echoing such sentiments was Police Chief Charles Gamss by delivered a scathing forty-
five-minute televised message denouncing the Panther:

The Black Panther party poses a real threat to the peaceanquility of the city of Oakland.
Calling the police murderers, calling them fascist pigs,daidhing the police do not protect and
police the minority community is ridiculous and irrai#d. The Black Panther party has no
practical, implementable programs to my knowledge andligtzut time that all reasonable
persons in the city of Oakland, both black and whiteggeze the Black Panther party for what
it is and let them know that the people in this city mot going to tolerate their unlawful
activities and their irrationality. This must be donwé are going to have peace in this tify
Having to assuming a leadership position at such a time viawlel proven formidable for even
the most experienced individual. Fortunately, Cleaverlendar from a seasoned leader, did not
consider the state’s attack insurmountable. Such optinlismever, in no way solved the
plethora of issues confronting the Party. To preparéléwton’s approaching trial Cleaver
realized the need for a great deal of money. Thug again, he turned to the progressive white
community for financial help? White leftists’ admiration of for Cleaver flowed ditéy from a

series of essays he penned while imprisonédlowing the appearance 8bul on Iceleftists
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anointed Cleaver the next revolutionary leader ofttieean-American masses, completing the
course begun by Malcolm X. Although Cleaver’s oratoncalvess secured white leftist funds
and sympathies, such talents failed to create a stableraaial coalition throughout the activist
community*®

From the moment the state handed down its indictnagamst Newton, Cleaver began
mobilizing a defens&’’ One key component of the defense effort was a pubtitioas
campaign designed to draw attention to the trial and alsaige funds. The Panthers employed
a simple but catchy slogan to mobilize the masses behintbNe “Free Huey**® The “Free
Huey” campaign rested upon three pillarbe Black Panthetthe oratorical gifts of Panther
leaders, particularly Cleaver; and the creation ofittmas that broadened support toward
securing Newton'’s releaséhe Black Pantheproved to be the Party’'s best fundraiser and
propaganda tool during the period leading up to Newton’s triavidCHilliard remembers that
The Black Panthelbbecame “the most visible, most constant symbaohefRarty, its front page a
familiar sight at every demonstration and in eveoyeftont-window organizing project
throughout the country:*®

The nationally-distribute@lack Pantheiinformed members and sympathizers of trial
developments and reported injustices within the larger @dridmerican communit§?® A
smaller newsletter, the “Ministry of Information Betin,” also kept Party ranks aware of recent
trial developments. The production and distribution eehperiodicals was a collective effort in
every way. Panthers possessing the required skillsitEmmpformation and wrote articles,
while rank-and-file cadre sold the paper throughout the aamig) including in front of the

Alameda County Courthouse where Newton was held. CldzliPanthers succeeded in the
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struggle to recruiting significant segments of the Anaripopulace to join their demands that
Newton must
be set free. And we wish to make it very clear thaeifs not set free, there is little hope of
avoiding an open armed war in the streets of Califanéof preventing it from sweeping
across this nation. Black people are in no mood tavatis racist power structure to add Huey
P. Newton’s blood to the blood of the other people of thddmwvhich is now dripping from the
fingers of the racist imperialist who have plungedehgre world into a nightmare of mise?y.
Cleaver and the recently released Seale travelezbthdry speaking on issues
surrounding the trial, Panther ideology, strategy, aradsg®Vhile lecturing, they sought to
correct the innumerable fallacies that existed abouBBfe and its infamous leader Newton.
Seale recalls:
| came out with the feeling and desire to get brother Hudyewton out of jail and to keep them
from sending him to the gas chamber, because this wasittyealAd the Party was my life...So,
we really went into motion, using every means we hadhdeevery speaking engagement we
could, and rallied the community. The Party moved rapmhe campuses, and held rallies and
forums. We had funds and donations comindin.
Still, the information the nation’s citizenry receiveaime overwhelmingly from mainline
newscasts, newspapers. Most reporters for these imédiated that Black Power calls for
agency and the Panthers’ display of arms were covexttoies for retaliatory violence.
Unfortunately, such propaganda was the only image mostenfsldkericans, particularly white

suburbanites, ever received on the BPP.
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While at a loss on how to combat such bias, BPP menralsaysvere frustrated by
another adversary who raised important questions regaBltk Nationalism and the utility of
intra-racial solidarity. Although the BPP attemptedabdify the African-American community
behind its revolutionary policies, many Nationalist orgatims considered the Panthers an
adversary because of its willingness to form coalgiamith radical whites. The Panthers’
ascension to vanguard status also made rivals out of mthddshave been natural allies. This
conflict threatened to impede the preparations for Newtapial murder trial, and therefore
forced Eldridge Cleaver to address the critics. He chargegdhé BPP’s ascension to vanguard
status marked the advent of a new era of Black Nat&malleaver contended that:
for the first time in the history of this country, atk organization, the Black Panther Party was
in a position to initiate a principled relationship betwééacks and whites. We were in complete
control of our own organization, and we had built adsbése among ordinary people in the
black community who trusted us, even when we starteddealth white folks. Our analysis
that black people constitute a dispersed colony within theevploipulation of the “mother
country” has enabled us to seize upon the mechanism diamoabreign relations between
forces, within separate nations, which are moving in appogo the same white power
structure that exploits and manipulates many whites aahe time it oppresses, brutalizes, and
murders black peopf8

Likewise, Bobby Seale charged that their rivals’ insplaitics highlighted their
fallacious understanding of capitalist principles and tlaek of knowledge of revolutionary

theory and philosophy. Seale emphasized that:
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The Black Panther Party is not a Black racist org&ioizanot a racist organization at all. We
understand where racism comes from. Our Minister of B&f¢Huey P. Newton] has taught us
to understand that we have to oppose all kinds of rasm.

While rival Nationalists’ naively cried for racial exslivity, there were logical reasons why the
BPP turned to left-leaning whites for support with the “Hrieey” campaign. Cleaver
remembers:

[W]e did not recognize that there was a need for [irdeial coalitions] and it was only when
they had Huey on death row in Alameda County, whenhlaeyindicted him for first degree
murder and where we knew that they wanted to put him igaeeehamber that we had to make
a retreat. We had to go inside of closed doors and sayMeowere going to deal with this
because there was one thing that we knew, we knew thatowld not be able to observe the
process of those pigs...we could not allow them to get awidnyputting Huey Newton in the
gas chamber. So how are we going to deal with this? dtves examining where we are, where
we were, and where we wanted to go, where we willingptovith whom we were willing to
work. We had to look at that in terms of the progrdrthe party and the ideology of the party
and there was nothing there that precluded a working alliancealition with white peopf&?

In light of the Panthers’ poor financial resources aratttieof bourgeoisie skills, they accepted
help from wherever it was offered. For Cleaver, such supyes found among California’s
white leftist community. Future BPP leader Elainev@ioemarks that the “Free Huey”
campaign was “the beneficiary of the support of thetmpowerful collection of artists in
America: the Hollywood film industry’s actors, actressproducers, writers, and directof®.”

Philanthropic support, which ran into the tens of thousahdsllars, was offered by Hollywood
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moguls such as Jane Fonda, Marlon Brando, Leonard Bernand Bert Schneidét’

To most activists and scholars, the Panthers’ overtaresite leftists appear to be the
height of contradiction, a posture that was fundamigrflaived. Unfortunately, there has
traditionally been a connection between Nationalids ¢at “Black Power” and interracial non-
support, a correlation that many Nationalist thinkersthadreticians failed to recognize.
Nationalist leaders made “Black Power” slogans and Nalist politics synonymous with
physical, cultural, and symbolic separatism from wHitésin contrast, the BPP charged that
such politics were not only historically unsupportable,dsb the height of absurdity. Newton
and Cleaver believed that alliances with like-minded wizgdions were a necessity, not a mere
convenience.

Cleaver particularly was convinced of the necessitywimwh alliances:

This is the key center of the eye of the storm becatsther they know it or not, whether they
like it or not, neither white radicals nor black radicale going to get very far by themselves,
one without the other. In order for real change tbroeight about in America, we have to create
machinery that is capable of moving in two different directianthe same time, machinery the
two wings of which are capable of communicating withheather. The Black Panther Party
through its coalition with the Peace & Freedom Pamty its merger with SNCC has been the
vector of communication between the most importantexes of black and white radicalism in
America®®

Newton also rebuffed rival Nationalists’ criticismgarding the Panthers’ interracial alliances by

maintaining that such arrangements were “possible asalomge controlled the programs.... We
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needed allies, and we believed that alliances with yaumiges—students and workers—were
worth the risk.?*

Despite the Panthers’ fundamental disagreementsothilr Nationalist leaders regarding
the utility of interracial coalitions, its coalitiowith white groups was not always harmonious.
One conflict developed between Black Panthers and the $$udea Democratic Society
(SDS). At the National Conference for a United Fragdiinst Fascism, SDS leaders took issue
with Panther claims to the mythical, yet revered gueand title?*! Seale angrily responded to
SDS’s criticism by threatening to have Panthers adteinidisciplinary actions” against “those
little bourgeois, snooty nose SDS's” if they got “oubeder.™? Despite incidents like this, the
Panthers never abandoned their belief that interraltimhces in no way contradicted their
revolutionary Nationalist politics.

On December 22, 1967, Cleaver formed the Panthers’ fiestaatal alliance with an
upstart political party, The Peace and Freedom PartfFE&> The Peace and Freedom Party’s
constitution articulated its ideological leanings. Thewthoent reads in part:

The Peace and Freedom Party is an independent, permadieat political party. We see the
Democratic-Republican parties as a part of the systemhich the economic and social interests
of a few determine the policies which bear major regpdig for the evils against which we are
committed to fight. We are the beginning of a new natioadical political movement in clear
opposition to these parties, rather than a mere peegsoup upon the#t*

P&FP leaders explained the group’s motivations for alignirlg the Panthers and
answered criticisms from the white radical communityaaning the wisdom of such an

alliance:
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It should also be noted that this is the first coalifi@tween a white radical group and a black
radical group. The Black Panther Party for Self-Defeniske healthiest militant black group for
us to relate to: it is not racist and it has a prodi@nsocial change...This coalition can build a
way in which blacks and whites can work together andrstalin their identity and integrity.
Since the beginning of the coalition, both groups haveeahan a healthy direction, and have
learned the importance of working together in areaswincon agreement. The Panthers have
become more politically oriented and we have come tiebenderstanding of the existing
political situation in the black community. We have bodime to see that we are fighting the
same oppressive power structtire

The alliance was encouraged by a mutuality of needs.clma@ge for desperately needed office
supplies and equipment, including a sound system-equippedo@mg facilities, and financial
aid, the BPP registered voters for the Peace and FreRddm The P&FP sent a letter to the
editor of theSan Francisco Express Timesplaining:

we have formed a coalition for specific political purggsBy supporting Huey Newton and
recognizing him as a victim of the political structure toick the Peace and Freedom Party is
opposed, the Peace and Freedom Party has been aldad@attention upon the interrelationship
of black liberation and peace in Vietnam in a concretgiia

Although the Panthers cooperated with the Peace aeddireParty, their foremost concern
remained mobilizing a defense for their incarcerated Min@t®efense. The “Free Huey”
campaign brought segments of the African-American antewadical communities into a
tenuous alliance. From the moment the shooting madenahtieadlines, supporters and

detractors alike realized that it was not only Newtoifésthat was at stake, but what he stood
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for. Seale lamented, “What is at stake is first bftdiiey’s life, and secondly, the right of Black
people to self-defense against armed aggression on the gatpdlice as the military arm of
the racist power structuré” “Free Huey” bumper stickers and buttons appeared througmut
nation, while Black and white activists alike threaterted if Newton were executed, “The sky’s
the limit.” Sympathetic white radicals showed their supgorming organizations such as
“Honkies for Huey” and even a White Panther Patly.

White radicals showed their support for Newton in myriaysy particularly by adding
the trial to their long list of grievances. At the A@3, 1968, “Stop the Draft Week” protest,
white radicals demanded that the state “withdraw troaps ¥ietnam, get the cops out of the
ghetto, free Huey Newton, end the draft and [ensure] Rlaokrol of the Black community?*®
“Stop the Draft Week” participants:
march[ed] to Alameda County Courthouse for a one-hour dematdion solidarizing ourselves
with the black liberation struggle demanding that Huey &wvtdn be set free, and that the
corrupt legal system which has incarcerated him be tath#ipged to insure justice instead of
oppression. We are also demanding that some of our peopleoimpletely orderly and
peaceful manner be allowed to visit Huey in that hour, @weugh it is not normal visiting
hours, because of the special circumstances of thousandhtes amassing there to express
their support of Huey’s struggle for the liberation of blaebple and for his own lif&®°
Due to growing national interest in the Newton tridie Black Pantheincreased its circulation
tenfold and membership rolls expanded at a similar pace affiopvoviding the widest
opportunity for people to show support for Newton, thetRers organized a variety of activities.

Thousands of activists, a virtual “Who’s Who” of ‘60sicadism, descended upon the Oakland
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Auditorium to celebrate Newton’s birthday on Februaryl©68. Newton later claimed that he
could hear the rumbling of the crowd from his prison cEéllent organizers planned the
celebration to be an unmistakable display of solid&n#éy crossed racial lines, organizational
affiliation, and ideological cleavages. Equally impattahe gathering provided an arena for
announcing a notable alteration to BPP strategy, amedliavith the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC).

Newton proposed the change to correct what he citadiasglamental flaw in the make-
up of the BPP’s cadre, that being it's homogenous compoesithe unintended consequence of
the disproportionate inclusion of working- and lower-clasisviduals’ in the Panther ranks was
a dearth of bourgeois skills. For Newton, the Padifsculty coordinating expansion, executing
administrative duties, and mobilizing an adequate defendeniprdemonstrated that its current
talent was incapable of running a national organizatidshofgh rank-and-file members played
a significant role in the BPP’s development, image, @ay-to-day operations, the pressing need
now was to create political education curricula andg&oize existing structures and rules to
accommodate the ever increasing new branches. Thudgpherdered the Panthers to relinquish
operational control to the Student Non-Violent CoordintaCommittee, a directive that shocked
and humiliated the vast majority of BPP members.

Newton believed that SNCC’s membership base of colsg@ssessed the bourgeois
skills that were woefully absent in the BP®.He “drafted” SNCC leader Stokely Carmichael
into the BPP, thinking such a move would make the pendargen more palatable to SNCC:
Because you have set such a fine example in the tmadifiBrother Malcolm...you are hereby

drafted into the Black Panther Party for Self-Defensegsted with the rank of Field Marshall,
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delegated the following authority...to establish revolutionawy, lorder and justice in the
territory lying between the Continental Divide Eastie Atlantic Ocean; North of the Mason-
Dixon Line to the Canadian border; South of the MaBown Line to the Gulf of Mexic6%?

The BPP/SNCC alliance was rife with problems frosrcbnception. Rank-and-file
Panthers were unwilling to honor Newton’s directivieinilinating the effect that his
incarceration was having on internal dynamics, partibutafative to issues of loyalty. New
recruits balked at Newton’s order, demonstrating they thd not possess the same reverence for
the BPP co-founder as veterans did. More significarg segyment of relatively recent converts
were joined by a sizable portion of veterans who thougtitthey should be absorbing SNCC,
not the other way around. SNCC'’s glory days were behiasl there was no longer a need for
sit-ins, freedom rides, or voter registration drivesode Panthers resisting Newton’s directive
realized that SNCC internal ideological battles asdlated tactics clearly pointed to the
organization being a mere shadow of what it had once been.g6me SNCC’s members were
expressing similar reservations regarding its own lehgefs’

While Newton and Carmichael forged an alliance, wiBiNnCC an ideological battle
raged. The contestants were fighting over SNCC'’s fudueetion and priorities. One camp
advocated SNCC adopting a Pan-Africanist ideology, wdther member demanded a
continuation of prior interracial, non-violent civilstibedience politics. The victory of the group
championing Pan-Africanism and racial chauvinism raisedise problems for the Panthers. As

Bobby Seale relates, the BPP leadership:

116



told [SNCC] that ours was a working coalition to get wlgeople to work in the white
community against racism, to destroy it, and ultimagetyrid of it there. Our aim, we said, was
to educate the masses of people to understand that thetohgeterid of the system that exploits
us, get rid of the oppression and create some realgoeet. Well, all in all, the cats there, the
SNCC people and the others, didn’t accept what we weiegsay

Ironically, the bravado and armaments that endeareBRReto the more radical
segments of the American protest community worked aggnast in their merger with SNCC
whose members feared the Panthers’ ultimate objewtgeseizing control of their group.
Additionally, the process Carmichael had undertaken tgeftre alliance violated SNCC rules
that did not support a centralized head. Instead, the organifallowed Ella Baker’s
decentralized leadership philosopy. Nonetheless, Newton and Carmichael forged the
merger, blinded to the reality that resistance from timeimbers preordained this connection to
failure.

Newton had obviously lost his omnipotent place with tR&®Banks. Locked up in jail,
he became little more than an icon, a living marfygsasts, in whose name they struggled. A
large number of rank-and-file members had increasinglyloleed a stronger allegiance to

Minister of Information Cleaver, hence their name, @Gleaverites.

At the “Free Huey” celebration, supporters represent@dss-section of radical
America: black, white, socialist, integrationist, Blac&tnalist. With over 5,000 in attendance,
the Black Panther Party introduced its new officerad&nt Non-Violent Coordinating

Committee leaders Stokely Carmichael, H. Rap Browd, James Forman. From the moment
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Carmichael appeared on stage, it was clear that he fiadvhiagenda. Approaching the podium
dressed in tribal African garb instead of traditionaltRandress, Carmichael’'s appearance
offered a deafening comment regarding the direction hadeteto lead the BP$°

The Cultural Nationalist aesthetic that Carmichaeppgated was the antithesis of the
Panther program, as was his attempt to block the whted?and Freedom Party delegates who
had assisted with organizing the “Free Huey” campaign &ddnessing the crowd. He angrily
charged that the Peace and Freedom Party’s inclusion aleréte the Panthers from their
Nationalist peers and make the attainment of a Blackdifibet more difficult. However, other
Panther leaders remained steadfast concerning the &shéeeedom Party’s inclusion in the
program. After the day's activities were completed, Bf?P/SNCC alliance was complete in the
minds of Newton and the three SNCC leaders who accepg#tibps in the BPP. Despite the
tensions introduced by Carmichael, the “Free Huey” catebr succeeded in raising more than
$10,000 for Newton’s defens#’

In the wake of the “Free Huey” rally, law enforcemefiicials unveiled their latest
strategy to disrupt the Black Panther Party. Oaklandeolificers raided the Seale house to
execute warrants on Bobby and his wife, Artie, for pomngy to kill H. Rap Brown. Although
the accusation implied that the state had a strong athsbarges were eventually dismissed due
to lack of evidence. On the heels of the Seale’staiBesichy Carter, Anthony Coltrale, Audre
Hudson, and David Hilliard were jailed for carrying conceéal@apons. A month later the OPD
arrested twenty-four more Panthers on charges ranginggrofanity to inciting a riot?®

Reminiscent of the earlier harassment campaignda@albofficers were forcing the BPP

to concentrate its energies on raising funds for pergigtmounting bail, lawyer fees, and court
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costs. Exacerbating the Panthers’ predicament werdrdmatic methods the police utilized
when arresting BPP members which were designed to imppesswould-be recruits and
supporters the futility of associating with the organ@atf® To counter the OPD’s actions,
Newton dispatched a directive from prison explaining:

the situation is critical. Our organization has recesedbus threats. We draw the line at the
threshold of our doors. It is therefore mandated as a@eneler to all members of the BPP for
Self-Defense that all members must acquire the techegeapment to defend their homes...Any
member of the party having such technical equipment whottadlefend his threshold shall be
expelled from the Party for Lif&®°

Particularly problematic for the Panther leadership thagise of attacks by fellow Black
Powerites. Although such attacks were in no way capdldecimating the BPP, they did
distract the Panther’s attention away from Newtal@fense and increasing state attacks.

The rising tensions between the BPP and rival Natistsappeared to be little more than
jealousy regarding the Panthers’ vanguard status in tiennaéde Civil Rights movement.
Nationalists cloaked their jealousy in parochial chargasquestioned Newton, Seale, and
Cleaver’'s commitment to African-Americans. Contreygifor example, surrounded the issue of
who should represent Newton during his trial. Nationhdlisplayed their “race first” politics by
strongly pushing for an African-American as the leadra#ty in the case. In their minds, the
selection of such an individual would send an extrera#ctive symbolic message both to
white and Black America. On the other hand, the BlackHeas balked at putting race and
symbolism over the most effective legal counsel aldal. Consequently, they choose Charles

Garry, a white attorney who had successfully defended rmusenurder defendants and had
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already proven to be an asset as he agreed to represgianNiespite the Panthers’ lack of
finances’®

In a rebuttal to their Nationalist critics, the Baans argued:
The point has been made that for Huey P. Newton to gourt with a white lawyer weakens the
argument for black liberation...Huey P. Newton is a lanitispokesman of black power, a living
embodiment of black power. Whether his attorney is whitelack, black power is on trial.
White resources at the disposal of black people, a wigtd fem defending the Minister of
Defense of the Black Panther Party is an...exampleaakippower. Black skin is not—as our
black lawyers, politicians, doctors, teachers and othdegsimnals highly attest in their mad
scurry for white power, white values, white acceptanckverite hostility to black power*
Predictably, the BPP refused to play a game of ragmksentation when the stakes were so
high. In an editorial, thBlack Pantheargued:
The issue at stake was Huey’s life, and the best l&disl and resources were needed. There
was no basis to quibble about color. If the Minister efddse had suffered a heart attack, and
the best heart specialist were needed to save his Wender if the same outcry would be raised,
if the doctor turned out to be white? The point has leade that for Huey P. Newton to go to
court with a white lawyer weakens the argument for bldatation... What is at stake is first of
all, Huey’s life, and secondly, the right of black pedplself-defense against armed aggression
on the part of the police as the military arm oftheist power structure. What is necessary is for
Huey to be set free. This demands the most competepiavetful legal resources available.

Charles R. Garry has a record of 24 capital casesf athich he has won. He has taken

the extreme expense of some of his cases out of hipouket to defend a client he believed
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was innocent. Attorney Garry has assured the Newtoilyfand the Black Panther Party that he
will fight this case as far as it can be fought. ¢lsermination and technical skill is not
dependent upon the ability of the Huey P. Newton Defénse to pay the entire cost of the
case, which will be quite a few thousand dollars. Teeugrces of the entire firm, Garry,
Dreyfus, McTernan, and Brodsky, of which one of theylans is black, are being dedicated to
this case.

| wonder how many of these people who complain abouwvtiite attorney are ...really
concerned about putting an end to the racist exploitafitstack people, really concerned about
putting an ending to the wanton murder of black people bgdhee, and if they are so
concerned, what are they doing to show it? Are thesedme people who have contributed to
the Huey P. Newton Defense Fund, helped the Black Paagdrgrto grow, made constant
personal sacrifices and endured serious danger to seedhemnitment bear fruit? Or are these
people onlookers of a liberation struggle being waged for besiefit who just generally dislike
white people and don't like the way it looks in court? Arese people black lawyers and their
friends who want to cash in on the prestige assatiatid this historic case? Whose benefit are
they concerned with, Huey P. Newton’s or black lawyeéfs?

Newton’s capital murder trial was of great interesAtoericans for several reasons. It
was a symbolic representation of the larger battlego@iaged between leftists seeking
revolutionary change and the more conservative propséritaw and order” resisting such
change with all of their might. Although a jury of thwe would ultimately decide Newton’s guilt
or innocence, the perception that larger cultural focoedd influence and/or be influenced by

the trial's outcome was prevalent throughout the naRam.simply, the outcome of this trial
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threatened to reverberate throughout the American piatese for decades. With such
expectations motivating their actions, a highly divisiebdate between supporters for the
prosecution and advocates for the defense developedohlepponents considered the trial an
opportunity to curtail the rash of protests and dissentroiog throughout America and hoped
that a conviction would send a stern message thatdamdss, even in the name of protest, was
unacceptable. Conservatives vowed to protect societytiemabble-rousers who used protest
as a cover for their illegal and morally inappropriatevaes.

For defense supporters, the “Free Huey” campaign wascatient opportunity to
display the “power of the people.” Leftists asserted the BPP Minister of Defense’s coming
liberation from the state’s clutches clearly dispthtteat anything was possible, including the
domestic revolution they stridently pursued. Newton supp®felt:

[w]hat is being decided in Huey’s case is whether a blaak Inas the right to defend his life
against the attacks of the racist dog police who coteeor communities all day and all night
to brutalize, terrorize, intimidate, harass, and murdexkigeople...the bullet was not fired
solely because of the traffic arrest. The trigger puaked centuries before Huey Newton was
born, and the bullet has been aimed at the same tardetndreds of years...If Huey Newton is
set free, all black people can gain their freedom. Bagtdflom can never be given, it must be
taken—by any means necessaty.

Despite rhetoric of “All Power to the People,” Newtsupporters’ leeriness of the Bay Area’s
judicial system curbed such optimism. Of greatest cons@s the Bay Area’s grand jury
system, which was patently unfair to African-Americkefiendants. Jerome Skolnick in his

work, Justice without Triatontends that Bay Area African-Americans would negeeive
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justice because of an intractable, vile form of instingilized racism inherent to the
proceedings. For example, Bay Area grand juries could dexidear testimony from the
prosecution while refusing the defense a similar opportunlitg greatest arena of institutional
racism in Bay Area court practices was vog dire portion of the trial to select the jury.
Although Oakland’s African-American population hovered ribarfifty-percent mark, juries
devoid of a single African-American were comnfdhiNewton supporters were convinced that
the state would succeed at sitting such a jury for New/tapital murder trial.

During voir dire, Defense Attorney Charles Garry questioned one potemt@l about
the presence of pre-existing conclusions regarding Nes/tauilt or innocence: “Before you
hear any evidence, have you got an idea that [Newton]lty,guni else he would not be here?”
The prospective juror indicated that he had already dedidéd\ewton was guilty of the
charges. Amazingly, the judge failed to disqualify this jurdorcontrast, out of the six African-
Americans in the entire jury pool, the state elimindhezlof them duringvoir dire—the only
challenges issued by District Attorney Lowell Jensknthe end, the trial jury included only one
African-American and Newton supporters charged that heas@eptable to whites because he
worked for the Bank of America as a lending officer had stated duringoir dire that he did
not have any sympathies for Newton, the BPP, or Blatloh&lism?3°

As the trial began, the state developed its renditidhebearly morning shooting. The
prosecution contended that Newton, whose probationaiydofr his conviction in the Odell
Lee case had ended the night before, was desperataddiauoe dealings with the criminal
justice system. During the moments Officer Frey estbitewton to his cruiser, prosecutors

alleged, the BPP leader pulled out a nine-millimeter gurfieed With Frey mortally wounded,
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the state posited, Newton then fired in Officer Herbeanes’ direction before kidnapping
passing motorist Dell Ross. As Newton forced Rossit@ tire and McKinney from the scene,
he admitted to having shot two peopilé.

Naturally, Newton’s defense team was skeptical of thie's re-creation. Lead attorney
Charles Garry highlighted that Heanes, the surviving effistated that he could not truthfully
testify to seeing Newton with a firearm. Additionaltile state’s ballistic expert concluded that it
was impossible for the bullets found in Frey and Heamésve come from a nine-millimeter
pistol. And finally, that state failed to produce theapen.

The defense advanced a radically different scenarwerits. Gerry suggested that Frey
and Heanes discharged all bullets fired during this atiercaheorizing that the events of that
early morning were little more than an assassinatiemgt by rogue OPD officers. Gerry
asserted that Frey was consciously attempting toageddle feud between the OPD and BPP to
an unprecedented level. Motivated by a desire to desteoRanthers, Frey attempted to
assassinate its Minister of Defense, shooting Newtoimeirstomach several times. The
unexpected gunfire startled Heanes, who shot his weapba direction Newton and Frey were
last standing. Gerry posited that Heanes’ salvo sthnigckellow officer. Additionally, the force
from these shots spun Frey’'s body and caused his fiteadmcharge the rounds that struck
Heaneg3®

After presenting their arguments, the prosecution anchdefeirned the case over to the
jury for deliberations. The jury’s composition of eightites, two Mexican-Americans, one
Japanese-American and a single African-American wagtlingdor Newton supporters. Such

concerns were particularly warranted if the reseanchtastimony of defense witness Dr. Robert
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Blaumer, a sociologist and psychologist from the Umsigof California at Berkeley, is
considered credible. Blaumer testified that his reselafthttle room for debate on the presence
of preconceived racist notions by jurors and that regssdiéthe sworn statements made during
voir dire, even the most left-leaning whites were impacted by ersitwat forced them to harbor
racist thoughts even if only subconsciously. Consequaitlyries were inherently racist
regardless of the personal politics and backgrounds sétsitting in the jury box. Blaumer
testified:
The white juror should have a knowledge of black history aifidre. The white juror should be
aware of his own prejudices and racist tendencies, asmhie way be working to overcome
them. [He] should have some personal experience witk lp@ople and he should have lived or
attempted to live more of an equalitarian than a segredgfget@ihe white person should be
actively concerned with changing the racist structfit@ie society and be making a
commitment to eliminate the objective racism thafémred to earliet*®

On September 27, 1968, the twelve jurors returned theirctefitiding Newton guilty of
voluntary manslaughter, resulting in a prison sentefit&o-to-fifteen years. Defense
supporters won a patrtial victory, however, as the jutgddo convict Newton of wounding
Heanes. Apparently, jurors, not overly convinced by eitheptbsecution or defense, agreed
upon a compromised verdict. Despite not securing antéalgdiefense supporters realized that
preventing Newton’s execution was a major victory inlfiigend his trial was one of the few
moments that the radical community had successfudlylayed the power of the people.

The Panthers realized that their partial victory owtéa’s behalf would certainly

antagonize Bay Area police, and they were right. Omitplet the verdict was announced,
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September 27, two drunken officers rode past BPP headquemtergldled it with gunshots.
Fortunately, the late hour of the attack meant the Bfice was unoccupied. The perpetrators
were never charged for their actions; the local paligef dismissing the attack as simply a case
of his men letting off steam. Nonetheless, this &tteas but the initial salvo in the escalation of
local, state, and federal law enforcement agencieséssjwe activitie$?°

Law enforcement agencies throughout the nation combgdcounty, and state legal
codes for obscure ordinances that the Panthers mayh&mewingly violated . If such
ordinances did not exist in a particular city, new caates laws were quickly written. For
example, the Toledo, Ohio, Black Panther branch te@te@mise after local politicians amended
the city’s ordinances regarding the carrying of uncoleceaeapons and use of profanity.
Eventually, Toledo’s Panthers was rendered mute becétiseirgprofanity-laced Black
Nationalist rhetorié**

Above all, the FBI increased the intensity of its sulaece activities. FBI Director
Hoover was particularly alarmed by the Panthers’ ongoaradition with white radicals and the
integration of leftist ideologies into their prograntioover was disturbed by the selection of
white radical lawyer Charles Gerry to defend Newton,ewein more troubled by the Panthers’
productive and continuing association with the Peace seetilbm Party and other leftist groups
and individuals. Such alliances sounded a McCarthyite alarthé FBI Director. For Hoover,
the Black Panther Party’s interracial leftist parshgps and ideological underpinnings signaled
the Panthers’ transcendence of racially exclusiaeonv, Nationalist politics and parochial “race
first” solutions to African-American angst. It’s ledtiideology, combined with the erroneous

perception that it influenced millions of African-Amenica raised the Black Panther Party, in
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Hoover’s mind, to being “the single greatest threat tartte¥nal security of the United
States.*?

As the Minister of Information for the Black PanthertlyaCleaver took a proactive
position and reminded the American public who the aggregssin the increasing conflicts
between the Panthers and law enforcement agencieaveClattempted to assuage white fears
regarding the Black Panther Party’s intentions, pddityits refusal to endorse, let alone
participate in, racially inspired retaliatory violence:

Let us make one thing crystal clear: We do not clainrighe to indiscriminate violence.
We seek no bloodbath. We are not out to kill up white pe@nethe contrary, it is the cops who
claim the right to indiscriminate violence and practiceveryday. It is the cops who have been
bathing black people in blood and who seem bent on killing affikagbeople. But black people,
this day, this time, say HALT IN THE NAME OF HUMANITYYOU SHALL MAKE NO
MORE WAR ON UNARMED PEOPLE. YOU WILL NOT KILL ANOTHER BLACK
PERSON AND WALK THE STREETS OF THE BLACK COMMUNITYO GLOAT ABOUT
IT AND SNEER AT THE DEFENSELESS RELATIVES OF YOURGTIMS. FROM NOW
ON, WHEN YOU MURDER A BLCK PERSON IN THIS BABYLON ©BABYLONS, YOU
MAY AS WELL GIVE IT UP BECAUSE WE WILL GET YOUR ASAND GOD CAN'T
HIDE YOU.

We call upon the people to rally to the support of MinisfdDefense, Huey P. Newton.
We call upon black people and white people who want toheedawn of a new history in this

land. We call upon people who want to see an end to tiweofidlood. We call upon people who
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want to avoid a war in this land, who want to put antertthe war that is now going on in this
land. We call upon people to take up the cry: HUEY MUSTSEH FREE*

Ironically, the arrest, trial, and conviction of Newtpropelled the Black Panther Party to
unforeseen heights of popularity. This positive developntenwgever, revealed an undeniable
correlation between Black Panther Party expansion mamiceease in state repression. The Black
Panther Party’'s national expansion gave law enforcepggabnnel a misperception regarding
the Panthers’ overall strength and influence. In r@agcpolice officers across the nation
increased the frequency and ferocity of their attacks iguah BPP chapters and members.

While supporters celebrated the Panthers’ resilieheycombination of police raids,
alienation from contemporary Nationalist organizatiamg] internal disarray ensured that the
Black Panther Party remained relatively unstable. FBladk Nationalists continually criticized
whites’ pervasive involvement and ideological influence dkerBlack Panther Party program,
going so far as to charge that the Panthers intelatéances were not egalitarian and implicitly
arguing that the BPP was being controlled by white teftf§ Despite such criticisms, the
Panthers continued both their alliance with the PaadeFreedom Party and their highly
controversial ideological position that class mustycemore weight than race in the struggle

against American and global capitalism.
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CHAPTER 8

DIVISION AND REPRESSION

Eldridge Cleaver’s ascension as spokesperson of thedPd&tdlty in late 1967 led to its
destabilization and made it more vulnerable to outsideled. The process began when Cleaver
orchestrated an abrupt turn in policy towards militari$imns shift produced two important
consequences: first, a schism between Newton and €ld@at divided the organization, and
second, increased confrontations between the Pantleetavaenforcement personnel
throughout the nation.

As Cleaver’s influence increased within the BPP, therorgéion increasingly became
little more than a reactionary, paramilitary organ@ata situation many older supporters feared
would result in the Panthers’ destruction. One dissgBPP leader, code-named Captain
Crutch, forthrightly challenged this ideological turnu€h charged that once Cleaver had
gained control, he allowed to develop “numerous adverse vd#dae the Black Panther Party
which greatly hinder the application of the Party’s ccrigeology....The leaders of the
party...fail to wage a concerted and determined struggle aghesst incorrect ideas...which is
also an important cause of their existence and growth.e.Bl&ck Panther Party was seized by
an] over confidence in military strength and abseri@@ofidence in the strength of the masses

of the people.”[cl]
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Central to Crutch’s criticisms was the common praatitrecruiting persons devoid of
political maturity. For Crutch, the Panthers facedptwserbial fork in the road. To survive, it
needed to either recruit different types of individualpalitically educate those who had
romanticized revolutionary struggle.

The dialogue over the direction the Panther’s shoklel tiaat Crutch and others tried to
foster, however, was abruptly stifled by tragedy that timgiy encouraged militarism and
divided the BPP irreparably. On April 4, 1968, the Rev. DntMa.uther King, Jr. and hope for
racial peace were felled by an assassin’s bulletedtdinraine Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee.
America’s inner cities exploded in rebellion. The sigaihce of the violent demise of the
“Prince of Peace” was lost on no one, particularlgic&in-Americans who expressed their rage
throughout America’s urban corridors.

BPP Minister of Defense Huey Newton frowned upon theugdi®ons. Considering urban
riots to be reactionary and extremely counter-produchievton reasoned that once such
rebellions ceased, those harmed the most were poormancechildren of color. Consequently,
while some Nationalists, such as SNCC leader H. RapBrpreferred to paint the riots as
revolutionary or “dress rehearsals for the coming reiait Newton was diametrically opposed
to such a perspective. Newton believed that the rigtsated that African-American were:

divided, confused, fighting amongst ourselves, we ararstitie
elementary stage of throwing rocks, sticks, empty wotdds and
beer cans at racist police who lie in wait for arete to murder
unarmed Black people. The racist police have worked oygtara
for suppressing these spontaneous rebellions that flaremglie

anger, frustration, and desperation of the masses ok Bieople.
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We can no longer afford the dubious luxury of the terrible
casualties wantonly inflicted upon us by the police duriegeh

rebellions.

Despite the Panthers’ official position regardingribés being clear-cut, significant segments of
the Panthers advocated revenge for King’'s demise. Cleaverites,” BPP members with deep
loyalties to Minister of Information Eldridge Cleaver, fadery different view than Newton and
his followers on the utility of riots. Cleaver, hinfiselesired to exact some measure of
retribution in the fallen King’s name

The assassin’s bullet not only killed Dr. King, it killageriod in

history. It killed a hope and it killed a dream....That thera i

holocaust coming | have no doubt at all. | have bekmgato

people around the country by phone—people intimately involved

in the black liberation struggle—and their reaction toKing’s

murder has been unanimous: the war has begun. The viblase

of the black liberation struggle is here, and it will sgtearom that

shot, from that blood, America will be painted red.

On the night of April 6, 1968, a group of Panthers wandere@#y Area with the
intention of sending a violence-laden message to AmeFta@r impromptu decision to exact
revenge for King’s death via directed action would tuorribly wrong. According to Panther
David Hilliard, Cleaver organized four carloads of Panthei@mbush an officer and then stash
the weapons at a safe house in Oakland or BerkeleyheAtorner of 28and Union streets in
West Oakland, they found their targets, officers on higtdtrol. A firefight began between the

two groups, with the police calling in reinforcements. Uadblmatch the resources, manpower,
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and munitions of their opponents, the Panthers retteate

According to witnesses, Cleaver and Bobby Hutton fournubeein the home of an
elderly couple at 1218 FsStreet. A platoon of officers from Bay Area policgpdements
(Oakland, Berkeley, and Richmond) strategically assenast@ahd the home and began firing
into the structure. In the midst of the hour-long batilee of the teargas canisters exploded and
the resulting blaze finally flushed the Panthers freamcealment. Realizing the danger he was
in, Cleaver advised Hutton to strip off his clothes praoemerging from the home in hope that
their nakedness would prevent them being shot because ite gholught they had concealed
weapons.

Unfortunately, the teenaged Hutton rejected Cleaver’s ad®ithough officers already
had peacefully captured nine Panthers, the situation tookiichiurn once Hutton emerged.
According to Cleaver’s account of events:

...they told us not to move, to raise our hands. This idieathd an
army of Pigs ran up from the street and started kickimycursing
us, but we were already beyond any pain, beyond feelingPitise
told us to stand up. Little Bobby helped me to my feet. fige
pointed to a squad car parked in the middle of the streeb&hus
to run to it. | told them that | couldn’t run and then tlsematched
Little Bobby away from me and shoved him forward, telling o
run to the car. It was a sickening sight. Little Bobbygtung and
choking on the night air that was burning his lungs aswy o
were burning from the tear gas, stumbled forward as bexsilie,

and after he had traveled about ten yards, the Pigs ag& @ohim
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with their guns, and then they turned to me. But beforg ¢bald
get in anything, the black people in the neighborhood who had
been drawn to the site by the gunfire and commotion bgegling
at them, calling the Pigs murderers and telling themateelene
alone.

In the officers’ rendition of events, “Hutton was skdten he ran
toward barricaded officers and refused to halt on comania
Cleaver’s nude appearance probably saved him from a shatiar
However, he was immediately arrested for violatingténens of
his parole for his previous rape conviction. For officdis,true
prize that night was Cleaver. Oakland Police Chief [ékdR.
Gains told the media that his men had broken no policeig®lin
subduing the Panthers, congratulated them for a job wed|,dmnd
encouraged them to keep up the good work.

Hutton’s death saddened the Panthers. He was a young ahdelaged member of the
organization, an individual over whom older membersomiy doted, but also respected for his
courage to join when many thought affiliation was akisuwide. After attending the slain
Panther’s funeral, BPP leader Ericka Huggins remarkedhbatvent affected her in an
unforeseen manner, awakening her revolutionary consciousness

| don't like saying that what awakened me, what changed
my life and my mind about the serious commitment | had
made was Bobby Hutton’s face at his funeral....[M]y entir

life and mind was changed from that point on....Because |
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recognized that | had read about the Party and | had read
about all the things in history that had been done tkblac
people—Ilynching, murder, tortures, etc.—but | was
convinced when | had direct confrontation with the
brutality, the cruelty, and the doggishness of the police. H
face had been entirely shot out. The entire portiomsof
face was gone and had been puttied into place and made up.
He was no longer the seventeen year old person he had
been, not physically or anything else. He wasn’'t. And the
police were in the balconies of that church. They were
everywhere. | had never seen anything like that in ray llif
mean | had never been directly involved.

Newton’s reaction to Hutton’s death was similar taceotRanthers’ responses. However,
he was also furious at the Cleaverites who had violaigedirective against retaliatory
reactionary operations, and created a situation thas lelditton’s violent death. It saddened
Newton that the organization he had envisioned leadingtamational revolution was
incapable of resisting the lure of emotionally-driven tieaary violence. Such behavior had not
only led to the BPP being demoralized by Hutton’s deathwbakened further by Cleaver’s
pending incarceration for participating in such activities.

Nonetheless, Dr. King’s assassination had a profoundcimygeon the psychological
makeup of African-Americans. The violent manner in whigh“®rince of Peace” was struck
down forced many moderate African-Americans to reconsiger marriage to Civil Rights

strategies of nonviolent patriotic civil disobediende the wake of the events of April 4-6,
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1968, the BPP experienced another surge in popularity witimder of college students
gravitating towards it. As Kathleen Cleaver remarked g“murder of King changed the whole
dynamic of the country. That is probably the single trs@mificant event in terms of how the
Panthers were perceived by the Black community.” Unforaipdor the Panthers, their burst of
popularity also raised their status in the minds of lafereement agencies, most notably the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

The burgeoning conservatism of the late 1960s sought tol thet@rogress leftists were
making throughout the nation. In this climate, MartinHartKing had been subjected to constant
surveillance and smear campaigns. The Panthers, l&ewas a target of vindictives. Vice
President Spiro T. Agnew categorized them as a “contpletesponsible anarchist group of
criminals.” Similarly, Jerris Leonard, the head of Migon Civil Rights Division, called them
“nothing but hoodlums...We’ve got to get them.” Pointing tohstietoric, the FBI proclaimed
that it was simply carrying out the will of the Amearccitizenry as voiced by their elected
representatives.

Founded in 1908, the FBI has a dubious history, particulaglrdeng its treatment of
African-Americans. The FBI suffered extreme instapilitiring its genesis as the top leadership
position passed through five different individuals duringnitsal sixteen years. This frequency
ceased with the sixth director, J. Edgar Hoover. HinetbR4, Hoover would serve as FBI
Director for the next forty-eight years with a legery dictatorial grip. Whether investigating
Marcus Garvey’s Universal Negro Improvement Associat@ivj Rights workers’
disappearance in Philadelphia, Mississippi, or the all€mdmunist infiltration and ideological
leanings of Civil Rights leadership, Hoover remained coarsilst opposed to Black rights. It

was inevitable that the Panthers would draw Hoover'shwia 1968, when he no longer had
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King to attack, he anointed the Black Panther Parthagteatest threat to the nation’s internal
security.

The major vehicle utilized by the FBI in subduing the B&Pwell as other African-
American organizations, was the Counter Intelligencgara (COINTELPRO). The primary
objective of the “Counterintelligence Program AgainstdRINationalist-Hate Groups” was to
“expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit or otherwise radizg the activities of black nationalists.”
According to Hoover the primary goals of this often snikegal operation were to:

[p]revent the coalition of militant black nationalist

groups....Prevent the rise of a “messiah” who could unify and

electrify the militant black nationalist movement. Tingh counter

intelligence it should be possible to pinpoint and neutraliaek

nationalists before they exercise their potentiakiotence. A

final goal should be to prevent the long-range growthibtfamt

black nationalist organizations, especially among youth.

Although Bay Area FBI agents were aware ofBlaek Panther Party from its genesis, they

did not become convinced that the Panthers presentedia&tgithreat for almost a year. The
BPP’s rise in importance in the eyes of the FBl loartraced to five events in its initial year of
existence that have already been discussed: 1) thegattyrming” of the California legislature
in protest of the pending Mulford Bill; 2) its highly sucdessommunity service activities that
secured the allegiance of what the FBI feared wasieatimass of African-Americans; 3) the
Newton shooting; 4) its interracial alliance with theite, leftist Peace and Freedom Party; and
5) the selection of white radical attorney Charlesrgtn represent Newton in his murder trial.

Of particular interest to national FBI leaders wasBlPP’s association with white leftists such
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as the Peace & Freedom Party and Charles Garry.

Fears that white radicals would exert broad influence Afréecan-Americans were
grounded in the often unstated belief that African-Ama&scaere incapable of recognizing
injustice, articulating their grievances, and formulg@npath towards amelioration, independent
of white influence. White conservatives unceasinglyaiziéd African-American leaders as mere
puppets of leftist theoreticians. While many civil riglgaders denied any association with leftist
leaders or ideologies, the BPP hid neither their egsilhiances nor their approval of leftist
goals. InRacial Matters: The FBI's Secret File on Black America, 1960-1Béaneth O'Reilly
observed,

Panther pronouncements on matters of war and revolallmmed FBI

officials a degree of credibility when presenting ther with the Panthers as a

simple matter of self-defense. Hoover told a House Ap@ab@ns Subcommittee

that the Communist party might ‘unite’ with the BlacknBreer Party. He told

Nixon'’s attorney general, John Mitchell, that the Parstiended to stage ‘an

armed black revolution against the Government of the USitates.’ He told the

field that the Panthers were ‘armed and dangerous,’rapdrtedly

attempting...to kidnap and kill FBI agents’--a prelude of smrtheir ‘Third

World’ idea which envisions the eventual destruction ofihite race.

Under Hoover’s directions, a disproportionate amouifiiads, exceeding those
dispensed upon all other Civil Rights and Black Power taygetre expended subduing the
Panthers. Out of the 295 documented COINTELPRO operatorestonishingly high 233
focused on the BPP. FBI agents utilized a plethor@weéit activities against the Panthers:

bogus letters, wiretaps, secret agent infiltration, agemtocateurs, informants, incarcerations,
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and murder. A memo circulated amongst FBI agents outlineglldhought out, multi-pronged
strategy aimed to decimate the BPP:

[It] is essential that we not only accelerate our itigasions of

this organization and increase our informants in the orgamzat

but that we take action under the counterintelligencerpmgo

disrupt the group [by creating] factionalism betweenamty the

national leaders but also the local leaders, stepsutralize all

organizational efforts of the BPP as well as creaspision

amongst the leaders as to each others sources ofdganc

suspicion concerning their respective spouses and suspgion

who may be cooperating with law enforcement...suspicionish

be developed as to who may be attempting to gain corittioéo

organization for their own private betterment, as asgll

suggestions to the best method of exploiting the foragts

made by BPP members. We are also soliciting recommendais

to the best method of creating opposition to the BPth@part of

the majority of the residents of the ghetto area.

Not all FBI agents agreed with Hoover’s assessmemiteoPinther threat to the nation.

The most vocal dissent came from Division Five,Bloeeau’s national security arm. Division
Five did not consider the Panthers a threat of anyfeignce. Rather, Division Five saw the
BPP as a run-of-the-mill Nationalist group, similathe plethora of organizations throughout
the Bay Area. Its agents believed that such groups wetieete$o decline once African-

American emotions gave way to rationality over the darafed politico-economic realities
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confronting their population. National FBI leaders, heererejected Division 5’'s assessment
and ordered agents from that branch to increase thegiaince of the BPP.

Consequently, Division Five agents compiled bimonthly sanes of BPP actions,
decisions, alliances, and intra-party politics, includigommendations as to the best method
of creating opposition to BPP goals by co-opting theonitgjof African-American residents in
ghetto areas,” and the names of “prominent Negroes” whddweceive anti-Panther mailings.
These mailings, which included racially loaded headlines sui€hiree Black Klan,” were also
dispatched through “appropriate news media representatireariably, when such fallacious
information was viewed through a prism of pre-existingdetire result was a flawed analysis by
national leaders “who were unsettled themselves anaténgd about what was going on in the
ghettos” and took the “information seriously.” Ward Chuit@dnd Jim Vander Wall note that the
Bureau’s activities were “never intelligence per se bthar the inducement of paranoia among
those targeted by making them aware they’'d been selfectspecial treatment and that there
was an FBI agent behind every mailbox.”

William Sullivan, a Hoover understudy at the time, illmatied FBI plans to destroy the
Panthers:

[A]ctivities of all such groups should be...followed on a
continuous basis so we will be in a position to promp#g ta
advantage of all opportunities for counterintelligence anddpire
action in instances where circumstances warrant... isfedrthe
various groups to consolidate their forces or to recavit ar
youthful adherents must be frustrated. No opportunity foest

missed to exploit through counterintelligence techniques the
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organizational and personal conflicts of the leadershipiseof
groups and where possible an effort should be made tolzpita
upon existing conflicts between competing black nationalist
organizations. When an opportunity is apparent to disrupt or
neutralize black nationalist, hate-type organizationsugjinche
cooperation of established local news media conta¢ts@ugh
such contact with sources available to the Seat of Gment, in
every instance careful attention must be given ¢gptioposal to
insure the targeted group is disrupted, ridiculed, or digecdi
through the publicity and not merely publicized.

Sullivan also admonished agents who were critical @napaign against all Panther

programs:

You state that the Bureau...should not attack programs of
community interest such as the BPP “Breakfast fordZéi.” You
state that this is because many prominent “humanitgtinath
white and black, are interested in the program as wethashes
which are actively supporting it. You have obviously missed th
point. The BPP is not engaged in the “Breakfast fordtéil”
program for humanitarian reasons.... [They intend redte an
image of civility, assume community control of Negroed to fill
adolescent children with their insidious poison.

Sullivan was only echoing Director Hoover’s critique ¢t community service

activities, particularly its free breakfast for childnerogram. According to Hoover:
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The Black Panther Party’s free-breakfast programtddien is
the greatest obstacle to law-enforcement efforts itrakze the
BPP and destroy what it stands for....[The breakfast prophas
met some success and has resulted in considerablaliéor
publicity for the Black Panther Party. The resulting putlylitends
to portray the BPP in a favorable light and clouds théeat
nature of the group and its ultimate aim of insurrectidithe
breakfast program] promotes at least tacit supportBPP
among naive individuals, both black and white, and, whabig m
distressing, provides the BPP with a ready audience caudpds
highly impressionable youth of tender age on which to propagat

its message of hate and violence.

The continuing hesitation of some agents forced Sulligaorder all division leaders to

“assign [their] best agents to the COINTELPRO deskget on with the task at hand: ‘Eradicate

the Panthers’.” Knowing that the program was of quaatite legality, Hoover warned all

involved “that the nature of this new endeavor is suchuhder no circumstances should the

existence of the program be made known outside the Barehappropriate within-office

security should be afforded to sensitive operations amhicpees considered under the

program.”

By 1969 the FBI had twenty-nine field offices operating agdimsPanthers. From its

first activities against the BPP, the FBI's COINTELPR@lemented a two-fold plan: 1) disrupt

the BPP internally with agent provocateurs, bogus missassonymous phone calls, and if

needed, murder, and 2) isolate the Panthers from tttairsh contemporaries “by any means
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necessary,” thereby preventing the rise of a united.fiamachieve such ends, Director Hoover
ordered field agents in November 1968, “to exploit all aesmaf creating...dissension within the
ranks of the BPP....[R]ecipient offices are instrdd¢tesubmit imaginative and hard-hitting
counterintelligence measures aimed at crippling the BPP.”

The FBI’s attack upon the Panthers came at a fortsitnoment for the government.
COINTELPRO operations began at a time when intersakedision split the BPP into rival
camps: the Cleaverites and Newton loyalists. Thaw@stes promoted, mostly rhetorically, an
immediate revolutionary overthrow of American calsta, a posture that mocked Huey P.
Newton’s more patient politics, which Cleaver dismisae pacifist. Newton’s followers
rejoined that Cleaver’s militarism was counter-revolnéiry as it came at an extreme cost to the
African-American community.

No gray area existed in Eldridge Cleaver’s revolutionarynfilations: “either you are
with the armed revolution or you are an Uncle Tom.”Saic uncompromising stance gradually
isolated the Panthers from their base of power witienAfrican-American community. Cleaver
maniacally refused to support the very community seat®ities that had initially secured the
allegiance of many African-Americans as unfitting faesolutionary. Cleaver also denounced
African-American churches and their clergy as cowatggorting stopgap measures instead of
the ultimate solution to African-Americans’ ills: “aeah revolution.”

In contrast, Bobby Seale thought that Cleaver madeaawstakes in his oratorical
diatribes, such as “cussing out preachers and not wantingrk in the church...forty-percent of
the black nation is sitting in church.” Likewise, Huey Newfelt that the most damaging effect
of Cleaver’s militarism was how it alienated the Pans from the African-American

community. The more the BPP became isolated fromAthean-American community, the
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more the organization experienced a steep increasetimsgbarassment, and incarcerations.
Such developments prodded Newton into advancing an ideoladfieaiative to Cleaver’s
militarism.

For Newton, the only way for the BPP to minimize ithe@act of state attacks was to
return the to its base of strength in the Africanekitan community by cultivating productive
relationships via community service programs. Newton belieéhat community loyalty was the
BPP’s sole buffer against law enforcement attacksav@le however, scoffed at such programs
and referred to them as “sissy stuff.” BPP member EBmoevn recalls Cleaver boosting:

| don’t give a fuck about some serve the people programs.

Anybody who doesn’'t want to deal with the struggle imgdo

have to have his ass dragged down the revolutionary ro&ihdic

and screaming if necessary. I’'m talking about the saimg t've

always talked about, revolution in our lifetime...[Newton’s

followers are]...so punked out and gun shy that they’re makiag t

vanguard look like a reformist bitch.
Further aggravating tensions inside the Panther Party degisive statements made by, among
others, Cleaver’s wife, Katherine, who charged thatlenNewton, [was] in jail, [he] was
brainwashed to destroy the Black Panther Party and thatcherently a government agent.” She
also contended that the BPP was, for all intents andpasp dead, and that Newton, Seale, and
David Hilliard, the “reformists” within the Party, shalube brought up on first-degree murder

charges for killing it.
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Although many of the most shocking attacks widening this detgecemanated from
the Cleaverites, Newton loyalists also exacerbdteddpidly denigrating situation. For example,
Elaine Brown contended that Cleaver felt:

[tlhere needed to be more killing, more arbitrary violetie,

Party was moving to the right...Cleaver simply would have
us...get killed for the purpose of media attention [whileséiely

sat in Algeria]. He had no other program and franklgpunded
piggish—violence without reason where we’d all get dilknd he
could describe to history the meaning of our deaths...l waslto kil
and get killed, or just get killed...It is my belief that Gleatoo
was...a part of COINTELPRO....

Newton also charged that: “Cleaver was an agent [Withihe

Black Panthers...”

With intra-party dissension wracking the BPP’s, theahFBI COINTELPRO operation
focused upon furthering the Newton/Cleaver schism. Fanplea and FBI agent sent an
anonymous letter to Cleaver in Algeria informing him ofgproaching attempt upon his life by
Panther rivals. Cleaver took the threat seriously apéld three Panthers he suspected of
being involved in the plot. An additional bonus to COINTR®was Cleaver’s refusal to
explain the reasoning behind the expulsions. To NewtonistgaCleaver’s actions were caused
by mental iliness, something they charged he suffered fremrtire life. Pleased with the
fallout from this planted missive, J. Edger Hoover gave€inmive awards” to its authors and
distributors.

The FBI sent a subsequent phony letter to David Hillidrel BPP Chief of Staff and a
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devote supporter of Newton. Hilliard thought the lettes from a comrade who had recently
returned from visiting Cleaver and was confirming suspicregarding the Panther’s Minister
of Information’s mental health. Unbeknownst to HillaFBI informants and wiretaps
eavesdropped on his private musings around the clock. Consggiemds a simple matter for
agents to regurgitate Hilliard’s comments regarding Cleewvere letter he received. The
“private” conversations among Panther leaders aftes#duend letter led FBI officials to term
this activity a success beyond their wildest dreams.dgreat even gloated over the missive’s
“authenticity”:

Read the language in those letters. Would you think that was

written by a bunch of white men? When you listen to them

everyday for a couple of years you get to know their volea. ..

Another FBI letter to Cleaver, under the sighature @ivdbn’s personal secretary Connie
Matthews, was intended to goad Cleaver into action kegialy the Panthers had declined into
horrible disarray since his exile:

Things around headquarters are dreadfully disorganized wveith th
Comrade Commander not making proper decisions. The
newspaper is in shambles. No one knows who is in chardear. |
there is rebellion working just beneath the surface...Wstm
either get rid of the Supreme Commander [Newton] orideifr

disloyal members.

Agents intended to “provoke Cleaver to openly question Neg/ideadership...[it is thought
that] if Cleaver received a significant number of pdaints regarding Newton it might create

dissension that later could be more fully exploitélché letter’'s contents not only achieved its
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intended goal, but also an ancillary objective—increasiegekiled Cleaver’s determination to
wrest control of the party from Newton. Increasingdgwton and Cleaver assailed each other in
public, with each charging that the disarray within tiRPPRlearly pointed to their rival's

inability to lead. With great delight FBI agents concludeat tthe differences between Newton
and Cleaver . . . [were now] irreconcilable.”

Consequently, while several agents continued to antagthaizéivide, other agents
commenced exploiting BPP structural weaknesses. Thergrpagoose of this COINTELPRO
activity was the fermenting of intra-party discord tngh exploiting cleavages between local
branches and the national leadership. Although COINTELPR@Ilyslispensed
misinformation directly to local chapters through bogusimunications, an accessory tactic was
leaking information to friendly media outlets. Agents, éxample, sought to stir up a hornets
nest by giving information detailing Newton’s living arrangans toSan Francisco Examiner
As a result, the newspaper scandalously reported thatdd had developed a drug addiction,
routinely enjoyed the company of white women, including fitdss, and “had moved into a
$650-a-month apartment overlooking Lake Merritt in Oakl&@ualifornia” Such charges were
highly volatile since Panthers throughout the nation badfgced comforts, material
accruements, and individualistic pursuits for the colMectjood of the BPP and, by extension,
the African-American freedom struggle.

The primary result of this campaign was increase siospaf the Central Committee
regarding a misuse of funds collected through newspape, saleations, and dues. One Panther
remembers:

It seemed like they were taking everything in Californidom’t

know where the money was going. We were turning in our paper
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money...People gave us contributions...| went to varioaplpe
We went to various well-to-do people and they gave us
contributions, mostly checks or whatever. We turnedyghig in.
We turned every dime in...Then we found out that peoplew
living good...some local, but mostly Californians...| sdrhearing
these rumors that they were living in penthouses...kkthds of
stuff. That makes you look like sort of a chump or a,fadlen
you’re going without...Nobody forced me to do any of that
willingly gave. And | willingly did everything. And | was happo
be there to do that. But then things started breakinghdéwd
rumors, and rumors, and rumors.

FBI documents reveal that these rumors had their gendt$i the COINTELPRO.

FBI agents also undertook concerted attacks upon the PErbmmunity service
programs. Despite his determination to subdue the PanEidr8)irector Hoover consistently
reminded his agents of the need to be discrete. For exakhpbver instructed FBI agents to
take care to “insure that no implication is createcaveeinvestigating the BCP (Breakfast for
Children Program) itself or the church where it is beialgl,” despite the fact that the FBI was
doing so. At its core, FBI attacks upon the BPP commuaityice activity were intended “to
keep this group isolated from the moderate black and white camywhich may support it.”

To undercut support for the BPP’s community service actyitlee FBI's San Francisco
office sent anonymous, inflammatory letters to finahcontributors. It also forced the eviction
of a Panther member from a public housing project by noigimhg housing officials that he

was using his apartment for the breakfast program. Additigra Senate Intelligence
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Committee staff report relates that the FBI succeaudahving a Catholic priest transferred
from his San Diego parish because he permitted his chuthdeed as a Panther free food site.
Once Father Curran had been removed, FBI agents gldwiett twould appear that Father
Curran has now been completely neutralized. The BP&EBrgt Program...has not been
renewed...It is not anticipated...that any efforts to re-eistabhhe program will be made in the
foreseeable future.”

With the community service activities seriously weake@dINTELPRO remained
poised to exploit Panther weaknesses as they presenteskeliies. One such opportunity came
as a result of the BPP failure to develop a reliablehaeism to check would-be Panthers’
backgrounds. This oversight quickly developed into the BPPErsllas’ heel. Kathleen Cleaver
prophetically predicted that “the most outstanding prolileaththe black community and in
particular the Black Panther Party as a vanguard dfitfexation Struggle will have to deal with
in the coming months...will be the black bootlicker, the puppeateudl on black people by the
white pig power structure to suppress us.” FBI files confilea@r’s contention by revealing
how the agency flooded the Panthers with informantsagedt provocateurs.

The work of government infiltrators proved central to [EBbrts to subdue the Panthers.
Numerous agency memos clearly delineated their essdutias:

the racial informant [is] needed to obtain evidence sbfide
violations of Federal and local laws, but the infornranst be
alert to intercept their [Panther] correspondenceletd tne

Bureau as to their meetings, obtain their records inclyahagos
and identifying data on members, to gain access to their falanc

records and mailing lists, to record speeches, conversations,
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meetings, trials and any Party business, to obtain zoste
pamphlets, etc., to obtain writings of BPP membersptain any
literature they might publish, to list books required byRlaety for
members to read, to check on telephonic instruction®py c
training films, tape recordings, to obtain copies opalisible
information on the schools run by the BPP and the paper.

Agent provocateurs’ success in baiting BPP membersliegal activities clearly
highlighted the dubious values that many recruits brought tpatig. Lacking a clear
understanding of BPP ideologies, strategies, and tatitese members focused upon the gun
and used racial injustice as an excuse to engagecinalttivities. Bobby Seale charged that
such individuals considered their “pot and...wine are aboedarty. He thinks the gun is
something he can use at will, to rip off stuff for hinisel

During the Counter Intelligence Program’s second yeapefation, officers arrested 348
Panthers on a plethora of charges including, murder, arobbeny, rape, bank robbery, drug
trafficking, and burglary. As a consequence, Newton defatterney Charles Garry noted,
“[b]etween December 1967 and December 1969, the Party paictimorévo hundred thousand
dollars in bail-bond premiums, money the BPP would nea@vver.”

The BPP was unable to extract informers and agent prowssdtem its ranks. Making
such efforts all the more difficult was the FBI's ptiee of leaking felonious accusations about
various Panthers being informants or agent provocateungdVer, the flawed membership
review process the Party did implement proved not onlgliadre, but also led to the labeling of
many loyal Panthers as covert operatives. In tinsggge mentality developed within the

organization as paranoia ran uninhibited, leaving no Pantbge aospicion.
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In 1969 and 1970 the Oakland leadership attempted to sort dBP&ie problems of
internal disruption and infiltration by purging the suspeattRers and barred new membership.
BPP Chairman Seale recalls this phase being markeddycarted effort to rid the Party of
individuals who had proven uncommitted to the struggle.ektection process was a painful
one that included expelled members having their names argldanted inThe Black Panther
to solidify their status as outcasBavid Hilliard declared that the Party actions were dexsig
to:

get rid of all the opportunist elements, the criminal el&s)eand
work with the people left...the party is only interestetha very
best and the most revolutionary sections of society...oorsdare
not open to anyone that decides that they want to jeipainty.
Now the people...will definitely have to...want to carry the
desires and aspirations of the oppressed people.

Similarly, Seale credited the bar on new recruitsSesable[ing]

us to spot the agent provocateurs better, because we ceuwldhge
was doing work, who wasn’'t doing work, and who was messing
things up. By not letting anybody else in, we cut downhen t
confusion caused by the constant influx of people.”

Already suffering from disruptive members and governmenttagdre Panthers sunk
further into chaos when Huey Newton returned from praashinstalled himself as the head of
the BPP under the highly evocative title of Supreme Cana@r.” While Newton denied he

was asserting dictatorial powers, he nonethelesdeassay Panther he perceived possessed
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enough clout to challenge his authority. The FBI priyatebk some credit for Newton’s

increasingly absurd antics:
Huey P. Newton has recently exhibited paranoid-like reastio
any one who questions his orders, policies, or actiorssHitler-
like hysterical reaction, aggravated by our present counter
intelligence activity, has resulted in suspensions yd|l&PP
workers. It appears Newton may be on the brink of nhenlapse
and we must intensify our counterintelligence.
FBI leaders confidently reported that “fortunes of thé>Bite at
low ebb...Newton is positive there is an informant in
Headquarters. Cleaver feels isolated in Algeria andbebntact
with Newton, and the Supreme Commander’s secretamri€o
Matthew] has disappeared and been denounced.”

Although FBI Director Hoover’s hatred of Black Natios#di is well documented,
scholars have often failed to discern why the FBI attaéladhers with greater intensity than it
did other groups. The reason was that the Panther$yreaaxked with white radicals and
incorporated leftist ideas into their ideology. Fearimg ¢reation of a strong revolutionary
movement spearheaded by the Panthers, the Countdigérieé Program sought to destroy such
alliances. For example, when Cleaver solicited wiatkcals, particularly the Peace and
Freedom Party, for financial aid for Newton’s defer3®JNTELPRO dispatched a false letter
to Ed Pearl, a leader in the Peace and Freedom Parigteéknal FBI memorandum summarized

the dispatch:
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using street vernacular and appropriate stationary, whithe
sent to a selected individual in the PFP, to inform him o
statements made by the BPP concerning their assocrmtiothe
PFP. Specifically, the statements will include the that the BPP
has made the statement in closed Panther meetigsytibn the
time comes they will “line up the Caucasians in the Rfdmat the
wall with the rest of the whites.” The letter will ynort to come
from an individual who is associated with Panther membaad
who has heard Panther members boast of what thegiovit
Caucasians in the PFP when the Panthers finally launehnaed
rebellion.

The FBI also began surveillance against those whites sumportdisplaying sympathy
for the Panthers. A Senate Intelligence Committefé retport stated, for instance: “Jane Fonda
and other entertainment personalities who spoke in favBanther goals or associated with BPP
members became the targets of FBI Programs....” Charleyg,G&wton’s defense lawyer, was
one person the FBI tried extra hard to discredit. Gleatending to turn the Panthers against
Garry, the FBI ordered its West Coast offices to prefspecific counterintelligence proposal(s)
designed to create a breach between the BPP and Ganrsider such things as anonymous
telephone calls as well as cartoons and other logiethods of transporting your idea.”

The COINTELPRO'’s determination to isolate the BPP frather Nationalist
organizations is documented in a Congressional repattedrithe FBI's Covert Action Program
to Destroy the Black Panther Pamyder the heading “The Effort to Promote Violence Betwe

the Black Panther Party and Other Well-Armed, Potdpdéblent Organizations.” To facilitate
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this isolation, national-level FBI leaders wanted tonpote: “shootings, beatings, and a high
degree of unrest...” The FBI created intra-party tengiohin the BPP by distributing bogus
political tracts among the Panthers’ potential alliealso tried to disrupt relations between the
Black Nationalist organization and what should have letaral allies, fellow Black Nationalist
organizations, particularly Ron Karenga’s US organizati@mically, the one variable that
provided ample opportunities for the FBI to intervene weradgbpective membership bases of
each organization.

Despite the BPP and United Slaves building their organizsidy recruiting African-
American “lumpen proletarians”, most theoreticiansmagainst incorporating of this class in
any significant manner. The primary danger of integratmeguneducated masses emanates from
their lack of loyalty, a by-product of their economigathpoverished status. Although Panther
co-founders were aware of such criticisms, they balkedeh assertions and welcomed the
lumpen proletariat into the fold. Unfortunately, thets’isvarnings proved correct as the
inclusion of such individuals led to exploitable weakngssgihin all Black Nationalist groups.
One Panther remembers, “Many of the younger brothdfan@nga’s organization were from
eastside gangs. The young Panther cadre were fromrtiegg earival camps, regardless of
whether there were orders to do so. By the code dtthet this was known as gang fighting and
they had been gang fighters long before they were radists”

US provided the FBI with ample opportunity to intensifyithaalry with the BPP.
According to an FBI memo of November 25, 1968:

a serious struggle is taking place between the Black &aRdrty
and the US organization. The struggle has reached such

proportions that it is taking on the aura of gang wanfatle
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attendant threats of murder and reprisals. In order I ful

capitalize upon BPP and US differences as well aspgigall
avenues of creating further dissension in the rahkseoBPP,
recipient offices are instructed to submit imaginative lzandl-

hitting counterintelligence measures aimed at cripplind3fPie.

In part due to the FBI's covert manipulations, and in dad to the nature of the membership
base of the two organizations, the Black Power Era tdukrdfic turn as the BPP and US began
a lethal battle for vanguard status.

Ironically, this warfare occurred at a notable momentfioican-American students.
After years of struggling to integrate segregated cenfdrigloer education, African-American
collegians had succeeded in forcing predominantly white adirations into accepting African-
American Studies courses and a commitment to recrutak-American faculty and students.
Yet, while winning such advancements, African-American sttgl@rotests also provided a
fertile ground for COINTELPRO operations, resulting ithé¢ BPP-US conflict between the
Panthers and Karenga’s group on UCLA’s Westwood campus.

On the Westwood campus, various Panther rivals wegmpating to secure the
directorship position of a proposed Afro-American Studiegfaim, a move that the majority of
Black students viewed unfavorably. These students requeste®khatind the organizational
meeting to ensure that it was not hijacked by US’s miegamadre. Tempers ran so high during
the meeting that it ended with US militants gunning dowmthi&as Alprentice “Bunchy” Carter
and John Huggins. Displaying bizarre logic, in the wakearfé®’s and Huggins’s deaths, the
police immediately raided Huggins’s house and arrestedtaoho®urning Panthers, including

the widowed Ericka Huggins, on charges of conspiracy nangb murder.
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Hoover ordered a misinformation campaign aimed atyfcéipitaliz[ing] upon BPP and
US differences as well as to exploit all avenueseting further dissension within the ranks of
the BPP.” Along these lines, FBI agents created a qattwd depicted United Slaves members
gloating over the bodies of Carter and Huggins with amh@asl scoreboard reading “US 2
Panthers 0.” The agents secretly mailed the cartooB®H&adquarters and posted it throughout
the African-American community, clearly hoping to proragethal retaliation for the fallen
Panthers. The agency quietly gloated, no doubt, whemlyshiwereafter Panther members fired
into the home of a US member and Karenga'’s followespanded by gunning down Panther
John Savage.

Such success encouraged the FBI to repeat its campgign.léarning that US had
begun stockpiling weapons in anticipation of a Pantheliatigy attack, Assistant Director
William Sullivan approved a series of inflammatory letter US bearing the signatures of
prominent BPP members. These letters threatened legnssals for the spilling of Panther
blood. A short time later, in a pre-emptive strike, @8re shot down three Panthers, killing
Sylvester Bell. In retaliation, the BPP firebombed S offices. This rampaging and endless
violence lends credibility to Amiri Baraka’s recollauntithat “agents would ‘shoot at one
organization knowing that the other would get blamed’, andetaliate in kind.”

Newton loyalist Elaine Brown in retrospect believed tkarenga and followers were
government operatives.

It is my belief now, as it was then, that Karengaksdor and with the
FBI.... If the FBI, by rearranging facts or by some workiogn of the art
of illusion, is only indirectly responsible for certaments, and was

working againsall “Black militant” organizations, how do we reasonably
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explain that reports indicate the FBI supposedly treeditide the Black
Panther Party from all other organizations, but not athganizations from
each other? Or that Karenga, for example, is resplensibfour killings of
Panther members, according to reports, but the Bladh&aRarty is not
responsible for any deaths of United Slaves’ members?i¥vhthat this
sort of confrontation never took place between thedheSNation and the
Black Panther Party, even though lett@esesent, or between the Panther
Party and the Nation of Islam or SNCC? The questiorbedngically
answered. It was felt our Party was the most dangerdwesFBI sought,
bought and paid for willing Black agents to help in our destiactas they
masterminded and contrived the raid and following assassisaif Fred

Hampton and Mark Clark.

Although Karenga dismissed Brown'’s charge, he agreed ivsaitedly with Baraka’s

assertion that the FBI “interjected the violencebittte “normal rivalries of two groups

struggling for leadership of the black movement...We knew inivg®ing to be a tea party, but

we didn’t anticipate how violent the U.S. governmentuld get.” Karenga's recollection reveal

that few, if any, Black Power Era organization fathomedrésources the FBI was willing to

dispense to destroy them.

The use of lethal violence marked the final stage of C&EDNARO operations and

culminated in the murder of Chicago Panther leader Fregtéemon December 4, 19609.

Framing the FBI’'s determination to attack the Chicago BRethther Party chapter were three

factors: 1) the presence of the dynamic Fred Hamg2iotiie frequent clashes between the

Panthers and the Chicago Police Department that hatiglled to the deaths of three officers;
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and 3) the remote possibility that the Black PanthetyRauld politicize the Black Stone
Rangers and other street gang. FBI operations initialig@ntrated on preventing the Chicago
Panthers from aligning with the formidable Black Stonadeas, Chicago’s largest and most
powerful gang. Thus, agents baited each organization’s &agento an ego-driven,
testosterone-filled conflict that would hopefully leadheir destructions. One attempt began
with an FBI generated letter sent to Black Stone Ralegeler Jeff Fort that read:

I've spent some time with some Panther friendshentest side

lately, and | know what’s going on. The brothers thatthen

Panthers blame you for blocking their thing, and there’s seipo

to be a hit out on you. I'm not a Panther or a Rangerpjask.

From what | see, these Panthers are out for thegsaiot black

people. I think you ought to know what they’re up to. | knowtwha

| would do if | were you. You might hear from me again.
The FBI’s intention was clear. Chicago’s Special Agar€harge informed Hoover that the
missive was mailed “in anticipation that its receipt lbytRvill intensify the degree of animosity
existing between these two black extremist organizations.

In November 1969, law enforcement agencies notched-upctrepaign after yet
another lethal shootout between local Panthers an@licago police. The gun fight served as
the catalyst for Special Agent John Mitchell orderimigimant William “Gloves” O’Neal, who
served as the Chicago Panther’s Chief of Security, togealetailed floor plans and
information regarding Fred Hampton’'s dwelling. O’Nealsted member of the BPP, was
receiving $450 a month from the FBI and an additional $125pemses for his Panther

information. The most important information provided@iNeal was details regarding Fred
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Hampton’s bedroom and the location of weapons cachesdgeitamould be under the guise of a
search for illegal weapons that officers would entemptan’s dwelling.

The plan of attack was meticulously constructed, Withraiding party leaving nothing to
chance. On the night of the raid, December 4, 1969, infur@d\eal prepared a late dinner for
everyone in the dwelling that included Kool-Aid. This seenyimgconsequential detail is
significant because, although it was known by all, inclgdnformant O’Neal, that Hampton
was not a drug user, an autopsy done after the raid foaces of Seconal in his body. In all
probability, O’'Neal drugged Hampton and the others through be&erage that night. When the
raiding party barged into the dwelling, officers spotted mbkring Mark Clark who was on
night security detail. They shot him in the chest attgblank range, but as he fell a round from
his gun went off. After killing Clark, officers quicklyewed towards Hampton’'s bedroom, firing
a .45 caliber Thompson submachine gun into the door andeadihg into the room. After
firing an undetermined amount of shots into the bedrooenagients ordered Hampton’s female
companion who was asleep beside him from the room. fheeshooting began again. The
Chicago Daily Newsvrote that “when [the initial salvo] didn’t kill Hampton. ne of the
unknown raiders stood over the 21-year-old Panther leduasa’'sind fired two shots into his
brain.” TheChicago-Sun Timesported the raid and gave reason for such Gestapcstd@tine
Chicago raid was part of a nationwide FBI effort to ‘enegerpolice to raid the Panthers.” The
FBI justified the policy as a precaution against violencée.ileal reason was they didn't like
the political rhetoric and the political stance thedRI®anther Party took.”

The official police account of the raid alleged thatniere act of officers announcing
their arrival provoked the Panthers into a gun battle.dlficago Tribuneeported the FBI's

official position along with a photo of a door allegedtidled with bullets fired by the Panthers.
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Likewise, State Attorney General Edward Hanrahan patalse agents for “their restraint,
bravery, and professional discipline” during the raid. deev, this rendition of what happened
began to unravel quickly as an independent investigatiombexv¢hat the marks in the photo
were actually nail heads not got shots. Congressionasiigations revealed that the Panthers
had not discharged their weapons at officers; in faetpnly shot fired by a Panther weapon was
from Clark’s which fired when it hit the floor after had been shot at point-blank range.

Fred Hampton’s execution received voluminous headlinesednd a congressional
inquiry of the actions and behaviors of agents under Haoebdrge. After reviewing the
evidence, investigators concluded that “although the clapuegbse of the Bureau’s
COINTELPRO tactics was to prevent violence, some ®@fRfBI’s tactics against the BPP were
clearly intended to foster violence, and many othewdaeeasonably have been expected to
cause violence.” Various Panther members filed a lanagaiinst the FBI and other government
agencies for violating the Black Panthers’ civil right&hile the congressional investigation and
legal case help uncover evidence of the governmentsactno concrete results came from
either. The charges filed against the nine white and fiveakf-American officers who
participated in the early morning attack were dismissed gbkernment continued to dodge
responsibility for its acts against the Panthers ahdrativil rights and Black Nationalist groups.
Years after the attack, lllinios State Attorney Gah&dward V. Hanrahan still denied any
knowledge of the FBI's Counter Intelligence Program tadselthe BPP.

While public disclosure of the FBI's nefarious actedtieventually led to its closing
down the operations, the program of suppression had succédaiee. Brown succinctly sums
up the feelings of victims of the FBI's Counter IntelligerProgram when she boldly declared:

“These motherfuckers intended to kill everyone of us.’hirfactober 1967 to December 1969,
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lethal violence between the state and the BPP resultéeé ideaths of over thirty Panther
members. The fear of violence and possibly death, comhiitkedhever ending internal
bickering, convinced more thoughtful members and supporters émchksthemselves from the
doomed organization. Their departure, in turn, allowedantiliCleaverites and non-ideological
street thugs to gain greater influence within the Panthinsir behavior, based on values far
removed for that Huey Newton and Bobby Seale had enedcaalittle over two years before,
further alienated the Black Panther Party from themuAdaican-American community and
insured ongoing state repression. In Oakland, and elsevehgreup calling itself the Black

Panthers would live on into the mid-1970s, but it was theesanly in name.
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CONCLUSION

“Creating Revolution As We Advance” examines the Black PanthelParty for Self-
Defense’s ascension to vanguard status during the Black Powera. The Nationalist
aesthetic under examination is contextualized by the non-olent civil disobedience theory
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Nationalist rh etoric of Malcolm X. The
genesis of the Black Power movement is most easily traced b tmajority community’s
unending attacks upon African-American human rights. Thiswork cites the Civil Rights
and Voting Rights Acts failure to affect Black lives tangiblyas the final factor mandating
African-American activist to abruptly alter traditional Civil Rights strategies.

In the post-Voting Rights Act period, California’s Bay Area served as the epicenter
of American radicalism. Within this locale, Huey P. Newtorand Bobby Seale created a
viable alternative to well worn integration politics. Despie being created in reaction to
specific problems facing their local community, the BlackPanther Party held revolutionary
promise to urban centers throughout the nation. Deriving natriety via picking-up-the-
gun, the Panther co-founders became infamous amongst downtrodd&lacks for all the
wrong reasons. Consequently, admirers who sought to replicatee Panther model in their
indigenous community were surprised that the group’s ideologal roots and philosophies
differed greatly from those espoused by key nationalist figusesuch as: Malcolm X, The

Honorable Elijah Muhammad, Marcus Garvey, and Albert Cleage. The Black Panther
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Party betrayed racial formulations in favor of a class analysis.lronically, such
progressivism set the stage for the Panther's demise.

The Panthers transcended race-first politics as they foegl alliances with a racially
diverse cadre of left-leaning groups. According to Federal Baau of Investigations
Director J. Edgar Hoover, such strange bedfellows made the &tk Panther Party “the
greatest threat to the internal security of the United Stag#s.” Despite such an ominous
threat to the Nation’s stability, initial attacks upon the Parthers emanated from local level
political officials and law enforcement agencies. Howevethe Panther threat was lent
greater credibility via its becoming the most prominent targetof FBI and CIA repression.
“Creating Revolution As We Advance: The Revolutionary Years of tie Black Panther
Party for Self-Defense and Those Who Destroyed It” culminatewith the political
assassination of Chicago lllinois Black Panther Party chairman Fed Hampton.
Hampton’s murder signals the demise of the Black Panthdparty’s revolutionary period
for several reasons. Particularly poignant are the realigs that Hampton was largely
unrivaled, with the exception of Black Stone Ranger gang lordeff Fort, as the voice of
Chicago’s Black community. Hampton’s leadership of the Blackanther Party Chapter in
Chicago had garnered the support of his fellow Chicagoans. Deasphis importance to the
Black community, Hampton was still fell by the long arm of tle Law. This work displays
that Hampton’s demise is the most prominent ingredient irthe Panthers retreat from their

revolutionary politic to seeking refuge as a reformist group.

! Although this study begins with the “modern” Civil RigiMsvement of the 1950's, this in no way dismiss the
historical Civil Rights struggle that many accuratelyuer begin the moment the first bonded person of African
descent arrived on these shores in bonded or subjugatesl statwards gaining more information about the
“modern” Civil Rights Movement also known as Ameriaecond reconstruction, the reader should consult,
Howard Zinn, SNCC: The New Abolitionis{Boston: Beacon, 1964); Anthony Lewis, d@ortrait of a Decade:

The Second American Revolutidiy: Bantam, 1965); Mary King;reedom Song: A Personal Story of the 1960s
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Civil Rights Movemer(iNY: William Morrow, 1987); and Martin Luther King, JM&Why We Can’t WaiiNY: New
American Library, 1963).

2 The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr's relatively hasidgment and condemnation of his white activist peers on
the matters discussed above has been largely eraseth&aorational memory. Particularly, as many have sdem
steadfast in their attempt to present a sanitized pald€img that can be exploited for contemporary personal
political gains. In reality, King's judgment of the &ejory of the Civil Rights Movement was greatly atein the
wake of the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Acts ratfiion. Indicative of such alterations are public queries
regarding the soul of America and if she were able toltat was fair and just toward African-Americans,
particularly after so much had been done to stunt tiheity. Toward addressing such issues King questioned the
entire nationVhere Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Communi8ée, Martin Luther King JAWhere Do We Go
From Here: Chaos or Community(Boston: Beacon Press, 1968) pg. 3-4.

3 A significant segment of the Civil Rights communitjepéd warnings to the nation that mere legislation,
particularly the Civil Rights and Voting Rights Actsasvincapable of closing a racial divide that had beeugrt
over centuries. Itis during these foreboding momérasir. King is at his best as a social/politicadtist.
Contrary to popular belief, King, as well as many aflrgutenants, was never surprised that African-Amesica
found the legislative changes wanting as they had veryititpact upon their daily existence. For more
information regarding the reaction of the progressivegvaf the African-American Civil Rights community, pke
consult Martin Luther King, Jr\Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Commur(ily&w York: Harper & Row,
1967); Juan Williamdzyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years, 1954-18&%v York: Viking, 1987);
Howell Raines, edMy Soul Is Rested: Movement Days in the Deep South RemdrtiveveYork: G. P. Putnam’s
Sons, 1977).

* Huey P. NewtonTo Die for the People: The Writings of Huey P. New(blew York: Writers and Readers
Publishing, Inc.,) p. 16. Huey P. Newton is partiallyrect in his analysis of what the urban rebellionthefmid-
sixties meant to Black America and the nation in génekthough it would suit his and his later organizational
purposes perfectly for the Black masses to be movingt®yavolution, it is not clear in the mid-sixtiesvé are
witnessing what Harold Cruse refers to in the titlersé of his most poignant book&ebellion or Revolutian
Newton himself would at moments doubt the veracity andfitimacy of claims that African-Americans were
interested in overthrowing capitalism. In fact, Newtomself, frustrated by an inability to recruit educated
African-Americans into the Black Panther Party, would enhs&it such populations problem with American
Capitalism is not its inherent nature, rather thagation at the bottom of the pecking order.

® Martin Luther King,Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., had long held pressing questions regarding Americaesvnientions toward African-Americans among
matters of freedom justice and equality. Although Koftgn fought the notion that such realities were velgtab
impossibilities within the average White American’s pg/dhe irrefutable reality remains that American Vit
regardless of social class or geographical region, wasamatto the concept of racial equality in America.
Particularly troubling for King, and his followers, blaaikd white, was that the really difficult work of power-
sharing and integrating African-Americans into Amersceénters of political, educational, and economic power ha
yet to even begin. It was this stage that King knew @vbel the most difficult, so he must have been partigularl
dismayed as the nation could not even reach the stagirietsuccessfully deal with the inherent issues awaiting
such measures.

® Clayborne Carsonn Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 19@@smbridge Massachusetts: Harvard
University Press) p. 256. Having fallen victim to atreme desire to have the question of “race” and its place
within American democratic and politcoeconomic insitius addressed, African-Americans not only cheered the
governments decision to investigate the issue, but atsdically accepted, if not championed, its resultse Th
Moynihan Report did little other than equip racial opponeriis ammunition to support a backwards-political
policy that boils down to a posture of benign negleceaiMng, it would be in the best interest of African-
Americans if the government pulled all support from theohaowed them to work out their problems and issues
themselves devoid of government influence, but most imgtytaevoid of the tax dollars that they paid on a
weekly basis. It was the fallacy of the black mattiavhich stood at the center of this tragedy according ttesvh
Unfortunately, more than a few African-American leadpssticularly clergymen accepted such a diagnosis for
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their race’s ills and set out to put Black women backdéirtplace. It would be this stringent attempt at esstiaiblg

a hegemonic patriarchal order that would give whites gsiom to abandon racial progressivism and black men to
abandon gender equality. See., Michelle WallBtack Macho and the Myth of the Superworaad Rainwater

and YanceyThe Moynihan Report and the Politics of Controve(@ambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press)

" Rainwater and Yance¥he Moynihan Report and the Politics of Controve(€ambridge, Massachusetts: MIT
Press) pg. 125-32. One should not be fooled into thinkiaigthe unveiling of this most poignant terrain shifting
and shaping argument in front of a predominately African-#Acaga audience does not have meaning. In fact, such
a context ensures that the speech is pregnant with sutxiNeccommentaries and repercussions. Put simply, a
white President espousing a hew national trajectotherissue of race to a Black audience cannot be takely ligh
as it is bound to affect the latter for decades, ifaemturies. Hence, it is the author’s contention tthiatspeech is
little more than the initial salvo in what promise$#oa prolonged battle over the issue of “race” and#tien’s

duty towards aiding those who have for so long been faekl oy official, and unofficial, state policies thatflout

of the concepts of blackness and whiteness.

8 Ibid. Undoubtedly, such racially progressive intones, mage been appreciated by the African-American
listeners. However, such measures amounted to litite than “the sound, before the fury.”

° Civil Rights leaders were woeful of tactics and trickieoyn racial opponents that blamed African-Americans for
their plight. Hence, it should have been with heavythehat the Black intelligentsia listened to one ofrthei
staunchest supporters propagate such politics. Howeeezx#itt opposite was occurring as many within the
African-American leadership, including such luminarieshasRev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., failed to discéne
sub-discourse that transmitted Johnson’s intentions. Unbelgtdavthe African-American leadership, President
Johnson’s utterances ensured that the racial tem@atd never be the same.

19 Johnson's Howard University address is reprinted in Reaemand YanceyThe Moynihan Report and the
Politics of ControversyCambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1967), 125-132. As previoushtiomed, both the Civil
Rights leadership and the Howard University graduating ele&se duped by Johnson’s rhetoric. Their reaction to
the commencement address conveyed either an unbetiesaidunt of politeness and naiveté or an inability to
decipher the President’s true intentions. The best esdem support such assertions are found invdashington
Evening StarJune 5, 1965), which reported that the majority Afriéanerican audience interrupted the President
18 times with applause. Moynihan himself later writes tie took the applause of the Howard audience as nothing
less than Black approval of the new liberal agenda uhishately was utilized to demonize African-American
women and brand the African-American familial structdysfunctional at best. Please consult, “The Presafeht

the Negro: The Moment LostCommentary3 (February 1967): 34.

> Once white liberals put action to the President’'saiie; Civil Rights leaders were horrified at the edteon. The
majority of African-American Civil Rights Leaders posses an insight that was largely absent from moderate
whites. That being, the securing of legal equality tesinitial stage in a larger movement designed to make
African-Americans active participants in American stcieThe alluded to participation, or exercise of equality
mandated that the entire politico economic and educatiofiaktructure be overhauled and aimed at guaranteeing
African-Americans unprecedented access and achieveméyitican-American leaders from the Rev. Fred
Shuttlesworth to Stokely Carmichael questioned the matioommitment to such change, particularly as they
focused upon tangible goods beyond integrating a park so bldcltgte children could swing together. White
liberals’ abandonment of moral consciousness in the wéklkee securing of theoretical equality forced African-
American integrationists closer to the Nationalistralative as propagated by Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael, a
H. Rap Brown. Fortunately, there were some whites melcognized this attempt to abandon the movement before
African-Americans were equipped to fully exercise theiwrfeund equality. For example, in the midst of
Congressional debates, Sen. Hubert Humphrey rhetor@slgd all in attendance, “What is the value of winning
access to public accommodations for those who lack yniongse them?” (Epstein, Richard Agrbidden Grounds
(Cambridge, Mass.,: Harvard University Press, 1992), B@ypard Rustin echoed similar sentiments verbatim.
See,“From Protest to Politics: the Future of thel@®ights Movement, Commentary 39February 1964): 25.

12 The government’s conscious decision to divert itsititie from the American racial divide that Gunnar Myrdal
had so eloquently highlighted in his wofke American Dilemmaould have reverberations that most failed to
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realize. Despite the appearance of more militantipalipostures from secular leaders, the vast majofity
movement participants held fast to traditional Christiangples of long suffering and eventual victory of good
over evil. The inability of recent Civil Rights legiitan to convert into tangible goods forced a re-evadnatf not
only movement goals, but of more significance tacticsthe utility of inter-racial coalitions; matters tizauld
possibly cause many movement participants to questiovetiiele that had guaranteed victory, The Black Church
and its version of the Gospel. See., Martin Luther Kilibere Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Commuryity81

13 Civil Rights integrationist’s greatest fears regardmgabandonment of principles such as integration or
assimilation and the relinquishing of patriotic civis@bedience appeared to be coming to fruition. Although
secular SNCC would be the greatest challengers to existiership identities, in reality similar challengesener
be found via alternative Nationalistic versions of @mspel. The greatest articulator of Afro-centrid/an
Nationalistic Gospel would be found in Albert Cleage’s Bheine of the Black Madonna. See., Carmichael,
Stokely, “Power and Racism”, ew York Times Review of Bop&eptember 22, 1966 pp. 76-83.

1saul David AlinskyRules for RadicalgNY: Random House, 1971), p. 45. The warning that Afritarericans
would abandon their non-violent patriotic civil disobediemoots is a reality that is not only acknowledgethén
works of such noted white scholars as Howard Zinn andawilVan De Burg, but all but championed by white
radicals. Zinn is particularly forceful in his admonighof his white compatriots with works such¥su Can'’t Be
Neutral On A Moving Train The primary thesis under girding Zinn’s positiorhiattthe majority of white’s are
afraid to truly divest from their personal stake and pla@eracist and unjust American stake. Zinn is very much
like the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., when he exks that the integration of a park is simple, howether,
greatest resistance awaits the movement when tleeshof leading white’s must relinquish their monopabpn
scholarships, jobs, money, homes, etc. It is antitisient that King predicts the nation will withess a whit
backlash. And for all intents and purposes, the Johrmomencement address was a harbinger for things to come
on the American racial frontier.

15 Most political pundits within the African-American coranity considered the movement at best a partial failure
Such political views grew in intensity as one driftedidrds the Nationalist community and white radical
intelligentsia. Civil Rights supporters were unablecfote Nationalist charges that integration had faiteskecure
tangible gains for the masses of African-Americalmsfact, such themes were commonly found amongst miedera
Civil Rights leaders in the wake of the Civil Rights anativg Rights Acts respectively. See, Martin Luthendi
Jr.,Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Communr(iy&w York: Harper & Row, 1967) pg. 4-5.

'8 The timing of Whitney Young’s assertion signals sevéialgs about the Civil Rights Movement and its
leadership. Considering his centrality to the entire naddeactivist community, it is safe to deduce that Yosing’
comments reflect larger opinions regarding the linkageeohomic success with overall progress. Additionally,
Young’'s comments precede King’s later, public, contesti@garding American economic inequalities along class
and racial lines. Insider’s consistently reported thatRev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was never unaairthe
economic ramifications of African-Americans entrariito the American mainstream, he was simply polijica
savvy enough to realize that such rhetoric would threaatdismantle all that he had worked to achieve on the front
of racial reconciliation. However, even King would ulitely decide that he could keep quite no more in the face
of the hundred’s of millions spent on the Vietham War&American men, women, and children, of all races and
hues, went to bed hungry on a nightly basis. PleassuttdNVhitney M. Young, JrTo Be Equa(NY: McGraw-

Hill, 1963), p. 54.

" The absence of a noticeable increase in African-Araesi politico economic capital tilted the on-goinglbatt
over movement direction, tactics, and goals in Natistsafavor. Nationalists advanced a host of critigism
regarding the Civil Rights Movement: pace, tactiastsgies, goals, leadership style and ideological undergisnin
supporting the movement. William H. Chafe, and Harvard 8jtkds.,A History of Our Time: Readings on
Postwar America(NY: Oxford University Press, Inc., 1987), p. 279.

18 Disappointment regarding what most African-Americanssigered an unforgivable betrayal buoyed Nationalists

hopes for seizing control of the movement. It wdsdrationist minded African-Americans who were most
disturbed by Whites’ abandonment of progressive politiahemacial front. Consequently, it was not uncommon
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to see such individuals gravitating toward the Nationaésthetic. Martin Luther King Where Do We Go From
Here: Chaos or Communityd®y. 3-4.

19 Bobby Seale’s observations regarding the non-utility oftiexjsaws and the futility of securing additional
measures are mere echoes of the Nationalist TitanoMial’s analysis. Such liberal usage of Malcolm’s gsial
was common throughout the Black Power Era as figures émmpeting groups attempted to co-opt Malcolm’s
legacy. Bobby Seal&eize the Time: The Story of the Black Panther Party and Huggviron (NY: Random
House, 1970), p. 14.

2 Huey P. Newton Papers, Reel 1

2 According to James Robert Ross, there was a chasvadrethe leadership offered by moderate non-violent
African-Americans and the allegiance of America’saurlwellers. Towards illuminating such a gulf Ross writes
that “[o]ne of the tragedies of the struggle againssnads that up to this point there has been no national
organization which could speak to the growing militancthefyoung black people in the urban ghettos[...]There
has only been a civil rights movement whose tone ae/sias adapted to an audience of middle class whitess’, Ro
James Robert. The War Within. (NY: Sheed and Ward, 1978).

22 This fact in no way diminishes the impact that Malcotnmade during his tenure with the Nation of Islam.
However, the fact remains that Malcolm X's impact uploa American political culture was limited due to the
reticence of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad to engageerfican politics. Although African-Americans
sympathized with Malcolm X's views, it cannot be disputest others held the loyalties of African-American
grassroots activists.

% The alluded to transition of the Civil Rights Movemesward a position of racial exclusivity is best displaigd
SNCC. Toward gaining a better understanding of SNCC's itgepolitics, see Clayborne Carsolm Struggle:
SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 19@f0ass: Harvard University Press, 1995.)

%4 The refusal of Civil Rights activists, particula§rican-Americans, to continue down a road that lumigsasuch

as Malcolm X were analogizing to suicide was considengdsult to most whites. However, they proved incapable
of understanding that even when tragedy struck whites, tress@isually an additional insult placed upon African-
Americans; almost as if their burden was made unnadbsaeightier. For example, the disappearance ofttheet
Civil Rights workers, (James Chaney, Mickey Schwerared, Andrew Goodman) was marred with an extra insult
of African-American activists. This insult resultsrirdhe reality that James Chaney’'s body was mutilatedirs

that the other dead bodies were not. See., Henry lanapid Steve Fayer, edggices of Freedom, an Oral

History of the Civil Right&lovement, (Bantam, 1990), p. 195. James Robert RbssWar Withinp. 69.

% Despite SNCC's historical position as a moderate rizgéion, the national tenor created space for the
organization’s radical elements to ascend to power.t Matsible of the events that created additional pogiebil

for Nationalist elements in their midst was the 1964 DeatacConvention. It was this moment that highlighted
the distance between their tactics, strategies, arld giod those of older white liberal organizationse @uded to
events combined with the censorship of John Lewis’ pegpspeech at the March on Washington to futher alienate
SNCC from both liberals and the Democratic Partytjgali machine. See, Meier, August and Elliot Rudwick,
CORE: A Study in the Civil Rights Movement, 1942-186Bicago: University of lllinois Press, 1975).

% For an organizational history of the Student Non-\fibl€oordinating Committee, pronounced (SNICK) see
Clayborne Carsonin Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 19B0svard Zinn,SNCC: The New
Abolitionists Cleveland Sellers, with Robert Terrdlhe River of No Return: The Autobiography of a Black Militant
and the Life and Death of SNGRY: William Morrow, 1973).

2" The Meredith shooting was the last straw for SNCCatidvalist elements. The often-remembered chant of
“Black Power” was unveiled in Greenwood, Mississippi by WilRicks. The slogan has nevertheless been
attributed to SNCC leader Stokely Carmichael. “Riclaioled Camichael with a hew weapon in his ideological
struggle with King when he demonstrated the enormous app#at slogan “Black Power” --- a shortened versio
of “Black power for Black people,” a phrase used by SNCC werkeAlabama.” Clayborne Carsam, Struggle:
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SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 19§Dendon: Harvard University Press, 1981) p. 209. For métion
concerning the battles surrounding the use of such a Idadaslogan in the African-American freedom struggle,
see Young, AndrewAn Easy Burden: The Civil Rights Movement and the Transformationefo&r{NY: Harper
Collins, 1996) pg. 396-404. Robert C. Smith, “Black Power dred rransformation from Protest to Palitics,”
Political Science Quarterlp6 (1981): 431-44; Clayborne Carsdm,Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of
the 1960's 215-28; and William L. Van Debur@yew Day in Babylon: The Black Power Movement and American
Culture, 1965-1975(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992). Additionathe ascension of Stokely
Carmichael (Kwame Ture), James Forman, and H. RaprBtouhe leadership position was implicitly a signha t
direction the organization was not willing to travehal position was undoubtedly the one advanced by the deposed
SNCC head John Lewis. Lewis was at best a young Mautiner King who proceeded at a cautious and steady
pace that his southern upbringing had instilled in him. otldahately for Lewis, such caution and analysis was
considered at best passé and at worst cowardice during tble Btaver Era. For information concerning John
Lewis ideological beliefs and Civil Rights tactics agreed with see Taylor BrandRarting The Waters(Simon

and Schuester, 1988) pg. 261-263.

% Martin Luther King Jr.Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Communily?: Bantam Books, 1967), p. 30.
Despite the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s beliafthe achievement of the beloved community, King hifnse
realized that white’s bore more responsibility in AdfineAmericans gravitation towards Black Nationalism than
anyother entity. In one of his most remembered wdfksg admonishes the South in particular, but America in
general about its blatant refusal to do what it new wmasally correct. King pinned in his “Letter From a
Birmingham jail” that “The nations of Asia and Africaeamoving with jetlike speed towards gaining political
independence, but we still creep at horse-and-buggy pace tgammidg a cup of coffee at a lunch counter.” It
would be America’s inability to embrace African-Amenesain a comely fashion that would most damage King’s
credibility in non-Southern areas. In fact, when Kingided to venture away from his Southern roots to taitide
urban blight found in Chicago, he not only proved incapableroviding solutions to the problems, but also was
soundly defeated, if not embarrassed, by the politicahimatons of Mayor Richard J. Daley. See., Nicholas
Lemann,The Promised Lan(Knopf, 1991) pg. 234-240.

29 pParticularly problematic for moderate Civil Rightaders was the ominous presence of Malcolm X. Malsolm
presence was never forced upon SNCC, and like organigatather these groups membership base sought the
Black Nationalist Titan out. It is not accidental thatldsm’s influence is first felt in a major way withiSNCC.
This is the same organization that imported southeests to the North to hear Malcolm’s ideology.
Additionally, SNCC would offer invitations to Malcolro tome and speak at their events. See., Hampton and
Fayer,Voices of Freedom, an Oral History of the Civil Rights Movengg. 206-207; Ibid., p. 26.

30 One could simplify this gravitation towards Black Natisien raging through Black Civil Rights organizations
and simply state that it was simply a sign of the timéfowever, there was something much more important
occurring. That being, the issue of Black agency and emterontradictions found within many Civil Rights
organizations which saw whites either occupying magadérship position or possessing a disproportionate amount
of influence via their control of much needed cachesaiey. See., William H. Chafe and Harvard Sitkoff, &ds.
History of Our Time: Readings on Postwar Ameri@dY: Oxford University Press, Inc., 1987), p. 192. Taylor
Branch, Parting The Watets(Simon and Schuester, 1988) pg. 417-477; James ForfhenMaking of Black
RevolutionariegMacmillan, 1972) pg. 150-157

31 Martin Luther King Jr.Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Commur(jiy?: Bantam Books, 1967), p. 33.

32 See Carson, Clayborni Struggle: SNCC and the Black Awakening of the 1&@0an account of the painful
process that both Black and White activists endured poi@nd during the process that led to the dismissal of
Whites from Civil Rights organizations such as SNCQICE was not alone in its gravitation towards a r#gcial
exclusive political posture as other Civil Rights group$1sas2.CORE followed their lead.

% Dr. King was highly critical of the divisiveness emtimg from Black Power leaders rhetoric and the white

liberals who dropped African-Americans in the post-VotiRights Act era. See Martin Luther King JWhere Do
We Go From Here: Chaos or Communit§®/: Bantam Books, 1967).
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% To see the writings of SNCC leaders as they moved rctosBlack Nationalism, see, Stokely Carmichael, “It
Seems to Me,MovementAug, 1966, p. 4; “A ‘Black Power’ Speech That Has Congkessised,”U.S. News and
World Report,Aug. 22, 1966, p. 6; Lerone Bennett, Jr., “Stokely Carngtharchitect of Black Power,Ebony,
Sept. 1966, p. 32; H. Rap Browdie Nigger Die!(NY: Dial Press, 1969).

% Alex Haley and Malcolm XThe Autobiography of Malcolm, X

3 James Baldwin achieved largely unprecedented standing withiimerican academy as an astute theoretician
on the issue of race. It was Baldwin who publicly quegtibthe utility of integration in the face of unbridled tghi
opposition to the possibility. Additionally, Baldwin wagtbne individual on the dais at the March on Washington
who was not allowed to address the audience, Malcoinu¥ed that Baldwin received such treatment because
‘there was no telling what he may say.’

37 It was H. Rap Brown’s voice that polarized the natimm@ racial lines. Brown is best remembered forphislic
proclamations to the nation that the race riots oaegritiroughout the nation were merely dress rehearsatkdor
coming revolution. Assertions that struck unprecedefgadin middle America and were seized by opponents to
curtail leftist rebellion under a banner of ‘law-and-etdé&ee, H. Rap BrowrDie Nigger Die! Julius LesterL.ook
Out, Whitey! Black Power's Gon’ Get your ManfialY: Dial Press, 1968).

3 Sellers, Cleveland and Robert Terrell, “From Bladngriousness to Black Poweihe Eyes on the Prize Civil
Rights Reader: Documents, Speeches, and Firsthand Accountsh&dBhatk Freedom Struggleds. Clayborne
Carson, David Garrow, et al. (NY: Oxford University $31987), p. 279.

39 Martin Luther King,Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Communiiy?230-31; Hampton and Fay&fpices
of Freedom, an Oral History of the Civil Rights Movemepgt 284-294. Oft-forgotten when the issue of Black
Power as a slogan is discussed is the influence of WRiidikes on the entire process. It was Ricks, not Syokel
Carmichael (Kwame Ture) who popularized the term “BlBower” in the modern era. In fact, even SNCC
luminaries such as James Forman give Ricks the crediuédr, as does the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, &e.S
James Formar,he Making of Black Revolutionarigs 456. Hampton and Fay&foices of Freedom, an Oral
History of the Civil Rights Movemenmt. 289-290.

0 william L. Van DeBurg,New Day in Babylon: The Black Power Movement and Americéur€u1965-1975
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992), p.19.

*1 Hamilton, Charles V., “An Advocate of Black Power Definlt,” in New York Times Magazinépril 14, 1968:
pp. 22-27, 79-83.

2 Martin Luther King,Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Communjity37.

“3 Stokely Carmichael, “Power and Racism”Naw York Times Review of Boogsptember 22, 1966: pp. 76-83.

** It was SNCC worker Courtland Cox who simplified the groajmss down to the simplest compound when he
illustrated on a blackboard during a staff meeting that SN@rimary goal was to “Get power for black people”.
See., James Formame Making of BlacRevolutionaries, p. 444; Manning MarabRgce, Reform, and Rebellion:
The Second Reconstruction in Black America, 1945-1982kson: University Press of Mississippi, 1984), p. 96.

“5 For a comprehensive account of Black political thotigrdughout the freedom struggle, see, John T. McCartney,
Black Power Ideologies: An Essay in African-American Politidaught(Philadelphia: Temple University Press,
1992); and Smith, Arthur L., and Stephen Rofiie Voices of Black Rhetori@oston: Allyn and Bacon, 1971).

“6 Carmichael, Stokely (Kwame Ture), and Charles V. HamiBlack Power, The Politics of Liberatiopg. 44-45.

" As “Black Power” became such a hot topic within theekican activist community, particularly as many white

sought to gain as much information about the concept ssibp® for their personal safety and sanity, Stokely
Carmichael (Kwame Ture) became somewhat of the ipoittel for the concept. The shadow of Carmichael has
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unfortunately blocked out the presence of such lesserrkBNCC activists and Black Power theoreticians such as
Willie Ricks who have a greater claim to generatingstbgan. However, Carmichael’s analysis of the ternac¢Bl
Power” is at times so keen that there is little doubbéljevers that it is the next logical and correct stepHe
Black movement. See., Stokely Carmichael, “SNCC Clamrifialks About Black PowerNew York Review of
Books September 22, 1966. Carmichael, Stokely (Kwame Tare), Charles V. HamiltorBlack Power, The
Politics of Liberation p. 45;Daily Californian, “What's Black Power?”, November 1, 1966.

“8 Martin Luther King,Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Commurity38.

“9 A clear example of the type of infighting that occurredrdyuthe Civil Rights movement can be found in Joanne
Grant's biography of Ella Baker, the mother of theilGRights movement. Grant writes that Baker was highly
critical of the intense rivalries that manifesteelit;mot only between different Civil Rights organinais, but also
between leaders with the same group. According to GBakier went so far as to question if the leadershibpef t
Southern Christian Leadership Council's intended to denitjratsovement into a sophomoric oratorical contest a
they noticeably replaced organizational and movementnrd@ton and content in favor of rhetorical flair. See,
Grant, Joannélla Baker: Freedom BoundNY: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.,) pg. 105-124. For a fiest account of
the rivalry and propensity to protect activist temytamong Civil Rights leaders, see, Walter Whitdylan Called
White: The Autobiography of Walter Whi{dlY: The Viking Press, 1948).

% Austin, Curtis Jeroméhe Black Panther Party in Oakland, California, 1966-1972: Mena@uociety

*1 Lonnie G. Bunch, Laurence P Couchet, and Kendall WinnaBlegiond Tomorrow: The History of the East-bay
Afro-American Community, 1852-197Dakland: Northern California Center for Afro-AmenicHistory and Life,
1989), p. 45. See also, Marilyn S. Johnsime Second Gold Rush: Oakland and the East Bay in World War I
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993); Tonriey, “On The Sidewalk’Oakland PostOctober 9, 1968;
Jessica Mitford, A Fine Old Conflict (Knopf, 1977) pg. 106-107; Warren Hinckle, “Metropoly: The tof
Oakland California,Ramparts February 1966.

2 Oakland Office of Community Development, “Oakland, 1979,published. Located in the Oakland History
Room in the Oakland Public Library, Oakland, Californide impetus for African-Americans to escape the South
with little more than the clothes on their backs ahidecen in tow undoubtedly results from the Push of Jird an
Jane Crow and the Pull of greater opportunities in in@ligeed Norther areas. Of particular importance tdoain-
American migrants was the culpability, if not outrigdarticipation, of southern law enforcement in raeidhcks.
See., Neil R. McMillenDark Journey, Black Mississippians in the Age of Jim C{dniversity of Illinois Press,
1989) pg. 228-233.

>3 Rod Bush, “Grassroots Organizing Against Reagan,Tlie New Black Vote: Politics and Power in Four
American Citiesed. Rod Bush (San Francisco: Synthesis Publication, 1i9843,19-321.

> Ibid, p. 321.

%5 Reginald MajorA Panther Is a Black Cat: A Study in depth of the Black Pantaty P Its Orgins, Its Goals, Its
Struggle for Survival(New York: William & Morrow Co., 1971) p. 38

% Huey P. Newton’s father was a particularly shocking figiar the family, particularly on topics such as racial
oppression and manhood. For instance, the following atésuecounted in Huey P. Newton’s autobiography
about his father’s run-in with a local white man wheempted to disrespect the elder Newton. “My father
replied...that no man whipped him unless he was a better andrhe doubted that the white man qualified. This
shocked the white man, and confused him, so that he bdoked by calling my father crazy...my father became
known as a “crazy man” because he would not give in ¢ohiwrassment of whites. Strangely, this “crazy”
reputation meant that whites were less likely to bottier” See., Huey P. NewtofRevolutionary Suicidep. 30;
For a greater understanding of the migratory pattérasaventually led Southern-based African-Americarsetk
residence in the Bay Area of California, see, Brucen@lzell. “Bay Area Migrant.”"San Francisco Chronicle
March 19-22, 1944; Crouchett, Lawrence, Lonnie Bunch Ill, andhdakendall Winnaker, ed¥/isions Toward
Tomorrow: The History of the East Bay Afro-American Community -193Z (Oakland: Northern California
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Center for Afro-American History and Life, 1989); Marih JohnsonThe Second Gold Rush: Oakland and the
East Bay in World War I{Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993).

" For a detailed account of the problems Newton faceH thie Oakland public school system, see, Huey P.
Newton,Revolutionary Suicidgpg 19-59.

%8 |bid. pg. 23.

9 Huey P. NewtonRevolutionary Suicidep. 31

% Despite southern-based African-Americans attemptsdape the horrors associated with Jim Crow, they quickly
discovered that similar issues awaited their interactitim tive public school system. For many whites, appbarts
the only economic role they could perceive African-Aicens occupying was either in the service sectanany-
level menial work in East Bay industries. To enshie African-Americans were incapable of mounting aosesri
challenge to their obvious politico economic monopoligkites refused to put money in urban school districts.
See., Warren Hinckle, “Metropoly: The Story of Oakla@dlifornia,” Ramparts, February 1966. Brown, William
Henry, Class Aspects of Residential Developments in the Oaklarek Blammunity (Ann Arbor, Michigan:
University Microfilms International, 1980, 1970), p. 169.

®1 bid, p. 169
62 Haskins,Power to the Peopl@g. 5.

83 See, Huey P. NewtoRevolutionary Suicideg. 53-55.
%4 Newton,Revolutionary Suicidepg. 60-66
% Ibid. p. 66.

% |Information concerning Seale’s upbringing were derived frisnaork, Seize the Time: The Story of The Black
Panther Party and Huey P. Newt{Baltimore: Black Classic Press, 1991) pg. 7-12.

*" Ibid, pg. 10-11.

% Ibid, pg. 24-28.

% Seale details his meeting with Newton on the campiedfitt College. Seale recollects that he was imntetjia
impressed with the intellect that Newton displayed asubelued an audience of rivals on the validity and wrong
direction of the Civil Rights movement, particularhetrole of the African-American middle-class in tlraggroots
freedom struggle. Ibid., pg. 13.

% 1pid, pg. 59-112.

"l See, David BurneiMaking Peace with the SixtieNew Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1996. Fortailef
account of the interplay between the White Radical mmre and the Black activists who would serve as the
advocates for the myriad Black Nationalist ideologiesiiested throughout the Black Power era.

"2 Huey P. NewtonRevolutionary Suicidepg. 105-113.

3 Bobby SealeSeize The Time: The Story of the Black Panther Party and Piudgwtonpg. 30-34.

" From early on in his political development, it was cliat Huey P. Newton had some beliefs and ideals that

were not matched by his Bay Area activist contempesarAlthough many individuals had talked about the gun or
Malcolm’s most noted axiom to achieve freedom andguoly any means necessary' the vast majority ottt
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believed that such rhetoric clearly did not include the ddowever, Huey attempts on several occasions to
organize the average brother off the street into ektdamy to protect, not necessarily to attack, andndiefiee
community against outside aggressors. It would be suclicpdtiat led to Newton’s expulsion from several
organizations. See., Bobby Se&ejze The Timgg. 30-31; Huey P. NewtoRevolutionary Suicidgg. 108-109;
Heath, LouisOff the Pigs(Metuchen, New Jersey: Scarecrow Press, Inc., 19787, p

> SealeSeize The Time: The Story of the Black Panther Party and Pludégwton p. 33.
% Ibid, p. 24

" Huey P. NewtonRevolutionary Suicidepg. 111. There were several factors that combinethtwlate the
formation of the Black Panther Party in the mindsloéy P. Newton and Bobby Seale. In his autobiography
Revolutionary Suicide, Newton relates that “We had &#atts....seen how the police attacked ...after causing
trouble in the first place....We had seen Martin Luther Kiage to Watts in an effort to calm the people, and we
had seen his philosophy of honviolence rejected....We recogthigembnsciousness of Black people was at the
point of explosion....Everything we had seen convinced ustivaime had come.” Huey P. Newton,
Revolutionary Suicidep. 110.

8 The initial attempt of Newton and Seale into thevsttiarena as leaders can be best characterizecsraist
venture. During this early stage of their ideologicaleigoment, Newton and Seale concentrated upon improving
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9 Newton,Revolutionary Suicidep. 113.
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Muhammad.” Herb BoydBlack Panthers: For BeginnergNew York: Writers and Readers Publishing, 1995) p.5;
See Bobby Seal&eize the Timeyg. 62.
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82 Bobby SealeSeize The Time. 62.
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65.
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concessions made, but as far as the overall setuph#veya little more material goods, a little more atlvge, a

few more privileges than the black have-nots; the |laass. And so they identify with the power structure and
they see their interests as the power structure’sstterif the black bourgeoisie cannot align itself with our
complete program, then the black bourgeoisie sets itgedf our enemy. And they will be attacked and treated as
such.” Allen, RobertBlack Awakening in Capitalist Americ@Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1969).

%1 The Black Panther20 June 1967.
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engaging mainstream politico economic and educationadtstes. It is such political priorities that caused a
particularly harsh repudiation of Newton and Seale’s PaRttogram. See., George Draper, “Prominent S.F.
Negroes View The Militants"San Francisco ChronicléVarch 27, 1968Newton, Huey P.Revolutionary Suicide
119.

% From “On the Ideology of the Black Panther Parfyhe Black Pantherune 6, 1970.
% The Black PantheMarch 3, 1969.
% Bobby SealeSeize The Time: The Story of the Black Panther Party and Piudgwtonp. 72.

% Folder: “Bobby Seale — Herman Blake Manuscript,” Box 7, HieMewton Papers. Bobby Hutton, or Lil’
Bobby Hutton as he was affectionately called, has pdatiprominence to the Black Panther Party for Self-
Defense’s history as he was indeed the first citizgoimoHuey P. Newton and Bobby Seale in the Panther ranks,
but he would unfortunately be the first Panther fell malafficers bullets. It would be Lil' Bobby Hutton’s dba

or murder as Black Panther Party members rememlibaitserves as a major demarcation point for the Party
Hutton’s death signaled to many that its Minister ddimation, Eldridge Cleaver, had completely gone awd/ an
was attempting to spark an armed Black revolution in Acaarktreets.

" Eldridge CleaverOn the Ideology of the Black Panther Party, Pdpamphlet] (San Francisco: Black Panther
Party, 1970); Eldridge Cleaver, “On Lumpen ldeolodidck ScholaB (1972): 2-10, and Kathleen Cleaven the
Vanguard Role of the Black Urban Lumpen Proletaj@mphlet] (London: Grass Roots Publications, 1975).

% The discord occurring between the African-American comity@nd local officers has been a long and protracted
battle that seemingly knows no ends or boundaries. Iwdik about the utility of revolutionary violence, H.L.
Nieburg remarks that “For decades police have respondérb tacts of Negroes (including children) as though a
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Behavioral ProcesgNew York: St. Martin’s Press, 1969) pg. 150-151. Jacohd, Peelude to Riat(NY: Vintage
Books, 1966), p. 26.
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Bay Area. See Seal8gize the Timegg. 44-58. Brown, Elain@\ Taste of Power: A Black Woman’s StofiyY:
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191 The practices of Bay Area government officials irareg to controlling migrant African-Americans can be
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aimed at containing African-Americans in the run-dowaki@nd area and out of more affluent areas such as
Richmond and San Francisco. See., Warren Hinckle,rddely: The Story of OaklandRamparts February
1966; “Police Vow Court Battle on ReviewgJakland Tribune23 May 1966.

193 Foner, The Black Panthers Speak, p. xvii.
194 Gilbert Stewart MooreA Special RaggNY: Harper and Row, 1971), pp. 19-21.
195 |bid. p. 21.
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underpinnings and leftist politics in the minds of the lumpeietariat of the African-American community. Foner
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leaders’ Marxist rhetoric than on its willingness to conf police. The issue of police brutality was of great
concern to black urban residents, and the Pant haslartd these widespread anti-police sentiments.”, Badip

S. FonerThe Black Panthers Spegkew York: Da Capo Press, 1995, pp. x-xi); Newfayolutionary Suicide

pg. 114-127.
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concept of armed self-defense, particularly its utilitytte African-American freedom struggle has been thecso
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consult Timothy B. Tyson, “Robert F. Williams, ‘BlaclkoWwer,” and the roots of the African American Freedom
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argue that the Black Panther Party was in reality brinlylalcolm’s logic to action by picking up the gun. It was
Malcolm who admonished that “it is criminal to teacman not to defend himself when he is the constant viotim
brutal attacks....we should form rifle clubs that can bel ts@efend our lives and our property in times of
emergency,...we should be peaceful, law abiding-but the timedmas for the American Negro to fight back in
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self-defense whenever and wherever he is being unarstlyinlawfully attacked.” See., George Breitman, ed.,
Malcolm X SpeakgNew York: Grove Press, 1965), pg. 47-48.

10 Further prodding the Black Panther Party for Selfebeg’s co-founders towards picking up the gun was Huey P.
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aforementioned probation. Huey P. NewtBeyolutioarySuicide, p. 88; Seal&eize the Time. 73.

113 4pjg Brutality.” The Black Panther21 1970, pp. 4-10.
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Suicide 114-127; Pearson, Hughhe Shadow of the Panther: Huey P. Newton and the Price of Black Powe
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states that the Panther Patrols were initially so ¢dlat neither citizens nor community members redlihat the
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18 For a greater understanding of the guarded admiratioiNtveton and Seale initially received from a small
segment of the community. See Heath, Louis;Téé.Black Panther Leaders Speak: Huey P. Newton, Bobby Seale,
Eldridge Cleaver and Company Speak Out Through the Black Panther Raffigisl Newspaper(Metuchen, NJ:
Scarecrow Press, 1976).
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121yvan Peebles, Mario, Ula Y. Taylor, and J. Tarika iseRanther: A Pictorial History of the Black Panthers and
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throughout the nation. Heath, Louis, &tle Black Panther Leaders Speak: Huey P. Newton, Bobby SealdgEldri
Cleaver and Company Speak Out Through the Black Panther Ba@ificial Newspapei(Metuchen, NJ:
Scarecrow Press, 1976).

126 3im Fletcher, Jones, Lotinger, Still Black Still $tgo Survivors of the US War Against Black Revolutiogari
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127 SealeSeize the Timeg. 365.
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embarking on violence as an empowerment tactic embakspn the path to self-destruction...Whatever claim to
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“offing the pigs.”"Theodore Cros3he Black Power Imperative: Racial Inequality and the Politiddarfviolence
(New York: Falkner Books, 1987) p. 54.; Ibid, pg. 147-149.
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Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM): A Case Study of an UrbaoliRi@nary Movement in Western Capitalist
Society Masters thesis, Atlanta University, 1986.)

130 Coming on the heels of the Civil Rights movementampdlitical climate that saw Blacks participating irtaics
behavior with increasing frequency, many Blacks wighdfrom the option of utilizing the gun. Many mistakenly
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1“1 The Panthers were still being criticized repeatediyHeir reformist stance during this initial period; iéing
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contemporary romanticized image of the Panthers gsettsenification of revolution. See Manning Marable, éTh
Legacy of Huey P. NewtonThe Crisis of Color and Democra¢ylonroe: Common Courage Press, 1992), 202-
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SealeSeize the Time. 373-393.
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150 |bid, pg. 99-105.
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regarding the start and maintenance of the “Black Hosee?, Eldridge Cleaver, “A Letter From JaRamparts
June 15, 1968; Earl Anthongpitting In The WindRoundtable, 1990) p. 15; Eldridge Cleaver, “The Courage to
Kill: Meeting the Panthers,” in Eldridge Cleav@ost Prison Writings and Speeched. Robert Scheer, (New York:
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%7 |bid, pg. 153-154.
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the Panther leadership and cadre regarding the possshititeetruth is that things would never be the saménéor t
organization after their State Capitol protest. Seal. Stern, “The Call of the Black Panthernséw York Times
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189 SeeThe Black PantherJune 2, 1967. Newton’s initial Executive Mandate alsargéd that the “concentration
camps” utilized to imprison Japanese-Americans durimgldWVar Il were “being renovated and expanded” for use
against Black people. The BPP leader further critiqued ik disobedience protest tactics of the Civil Rights
movement by stating in Malcolm X-style that “Black peopévén begged, prayed, petitioned, demonstrated and
everything else to get the racist power structure of Agaeto right the wrongs that have historically been
perpetrated against Black people. All of these efforts Haeen answered by more repression, deceit, and
hypocrisy....The Black Panther Party for Self-Defehskeves that the time has come for Black people to arm
themselves against this terror before it is too latee pending Mulford Act brings the hour of doom one step
nearer....Black communities of America must rise up res man to halt the progression of a trend that leads
inevitably to their total destruction.”

10 SealeSeize the Tim@g. 157-161; Pearsofthe Shadow of the Pantherg. 129-135.

"1 The Panthers were arrested after appearing at theolapitharges of conspiracy, carrying concealed weapons,
brandishing a weapon in a threatening manner, and posse$saated weapons in vehicles. Those charged were
Bobby Seale (30), Mark Comfort (33), and Eldridge Cleaver {@1yiolation of parole; Reginald Forte (18) was
charged with assault with a deadly weapon against aepofficer. Most of the charges, except conspiracy, were
dropped. Those charged exclusively with conspiracy were JdBetinea (18), Ardell Butler (17), Kenneth Carter
(19), Bruce Cockerhan (18), Albert Commo (21), Emory Doud?83, (George Dowell (28), James Dowell (17),
Sherwin Forte (19), Truman Harris (18), Orleander Hamtiso., (17), Ernest Hatter (18), Mike Hall (18), Bobby
Hutton (17), Lafayette Robinson (17), John Sloan (30), &/lhompson (20), Lee Torris (22), Warren Tucker (19),
and Benny Yates (19). Bail was raised by Newton and Hilliavesting $500 in a pound of marijuana, breaking it
down into nickels and selling it. Van Peebles, Mario, WlaTaylor, and J. Tarika Lewi?anther: A Pictorial
History of the Black Panthers and the Story Behind the.kN¥: New Market Press, 1995) pg. 36-37.

172 Charles E. Jones. “The Political Repression of taekBPanther Party, 1966-1971: The Case of the Oakland Bay
Area,” Journal of Black Studiel8, No. 4 (June 1988): 424. Many have posited that th& Blaether Party’s

decision to “storm” the State Capitol in Sacramento avagnwise decision as it placed them front and cehter o
growing national movement that was operating behingbtineiples of ‘law-and-order’; a concept that was

ironically the political platform Richard Nixon implemexdton his way to the White House. It was the ominous
threat of the unknown that allowed the Republican Partyanufacture the consent of the people, an unknown that
would eventually become the flesh of a black body. Thiemel climate of fear and paranoia was integraater
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one thing crystal clear: We do not claim the righingiscriminate violence. We seek no bloodbath. We ar®uio

to kill up white people. On the contrary, it is the cogs claim the right to indiscriminate violence and pcEcit
everyday. It is the cops who have been bathing black @eopblood and who seem bent on killing off black
people.” The Black PantherMarch 23, 1968. Often forgotten in discussions of Bleck Panther Party is the
official organizational response to the Mulford Bill.edfing for the safety of his cadre, Huey P. Newton lgtobc
many within the party and outside observers when he timedstrategic choice to remain within the confines of
legality and order members of the Black Panther Panpytalown their weapons. See., “Panthers Expand ‘Purge’
in move to clear up image3an Francisco Chroniclel4 January 1969, Folder: “BPP publicity and Misc, 1969,”
Box 31, Huey P. Newton Papers.

175 Newton,Revolutionary Suicide. 151.

176 Although the BPP was relatively progressive as aarorgtion, particularly when compared to the patriarchal-
controlled Black activist church and other Black Nati@matentures, it would be erroneous to assume that the
group was egalitarian on the gender issue. Although the BER gifioke highly of them, women were ominously
devoid of a presence on the Central Committee unlegswkee married to or romantically involved with, and
hence somewhat controlled by, a male leader. See Buklston, Safiya, “The Question of Sexism within the
Black Panther PartyBlack Panther Community News Servigall/Winter 1993, p. 3.

Y7 |ndicative of the directionless feel that one gets duitie genesis of the Black Power Era, and the obvious
influence of the images of armed Black Panther Paetybers, are a rash of attacks that occurred at the rsation’
Historically Black Colleges and Universities. It watshese centers of learning that African-Americautlygut
action to much of the Black Power rhetoric that waslingl many of them mesmerized. For information
surrounding incidents that are eerily reminiscent of tlramurebellions occurring during the same period please
consult, “Black Power Explodes Again --- Policeman Sldih 3. News and World ReppMay 29, 1967,
“Mississippi: Hot Spring, NewsweekMay 27, 1967; “We’re Going to Shoot the Copd,S. News and World
Report May 29, 1967; Van Peebles, Mario, Ula Y. Taylor, antialika Lewis Panther

"8 The Black Panthetthe literary arm of the organization distributedfiitst issue on April 25, 1967, in an attempt
to address the controversial issues surrounding the déath African-American male at the hands of the police.
Denzil Dowell was the first case of police brutalibhat the BPP investigated. As a result of its effdite, BPP
became somewhat known as an advocate of the comnagaillyst the police.

179 See Foner, edThe Black Panthers Spealg. 2-6.
180v7an Peebles, Mario, Ula Y. Taylor, and J. Tarika iseRanther p. 52.

181 “Notes on the Black Panther Party for Self-Defensithe Peace and Freedom Party,” Folder “BPP 1966-1972,"
Carton 18, SPM Collection.

182 Newton spoke on the issue of white radicals at seweoatents of the organization. He even goes so far as to
call them an “abstract thing.” Newton saw the wh#dicals as “...rebels, many of them from the middle ciensk

as far as any overt oppression this is not the caseey'rélooking for new heroes. They're looking to wastag

the hypocrisy that their fathers have presented to thhelwol personally think that there are many young white
revolutionaries who are sincere in attempting to gealhemselves with mankind, and to make a reality otief
high moral standards that their fathers and forefattrelys expressed. In pressing for new heroes the yountg whi
revolutionaries found the heroes in the black colonlyame and in the colonies throughout the world”. Baey
Newton Talks to the Movement About the Black Panther Party.

183 See Burner, DavidVlaking Peace with the 6@slew Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1996).

184 particularly troubling for the moderates and congarea who make up “middle-America” was the possibility
that the Panthers could very well be either a unifyange for the radical left or persuade white youth t@ratmn
their present lives in favor of a revolutionary futui@espite the appearance of such theory and thoughts within
what was technically a center of exploration and free sp&eost whites desired to have this black and/or red
menace completely removed from their children’s realBych permission from the moral majority to subdue no
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only the Black Panther Party, but all such Leftist gronpsld prove critical in the illegal means the governimen
used to install a hegemonic law-and-order theory. $&tland Zand, “Ugly Words at S.F. state --- A Prankher
Rally,” San Francisco ChronicleMay 5, 1967; “Black Panthrs at Rally, Friendly, Unarfi&hn Francisco
Chronicle May 11, 1967; “An Angry Benefit for Black PantherSan Francisco ChronicléMay 26, 1967;
O'Reilly, Racial Matters pg. 290-291.

185 Huey P. NewtonTo Die For The People: The Writings of Huey P. Newpan 14
186 SealeSeize the Timgyg. 93-98.
187 Negro History Bulletimpril-June 1998 p. 14

188 Although theshooting of Huey P. Newton served asiaidévissue throughout the nation, its symbolism was
even more divisive. Radicals and Black Nationalistsdiop in support of Huey's actions, if not the embattled
Panther leader, while moderates and conservativkshempposite position while advancing in the name of-‘law
and-order”, a most loaded and contestable slogans of tioel pdn fact, one could argue that such a pregnant term
meant more to its adherents and opponents than termssstilaek Power” and “Freedom Now”. For additional
information surrounding the early morning alteracatidnvben Newton and Frey please consult, Huey P. Newton,
Revolutionary Suicidgg. 171-176; Gene Marine, “The Persecution and Assassirtdtibe Black Panthers as
Performed by the Oakland Police under the DirectionhéiCCharles R. Gain, Mayor Reading, et &dmparts

July 13, 1968; Reginald Majof Panther Is A Black CatWilliam Morrow, 1971), pp. 179-182, 221, 234-235.

189 SealeSeize the Timgyg. 187-207; NewtorRevolutionary Suicidepg. 171-176; PearsoBhadow of the
Panther,pg. 145-147 "Bail Hearing for Huey Newton,San Francisco Chroniclel August 1970, p. 3.

19 Many forget that Newton’s arrest meant that for tret fime since the Black Panther Party’s inceptiath tof
its co-founders were simultaneously incarcerated. @isly, the alluded to incarcerations left the orgaronat
somewhat adrift and directionless. Unfortunatelwaduld not be until June of 197, nearly four years after the
shooting involving Newton, before the co-founders wideg on the streets together again.

191 The Newton shooting publicized the Black Pantheryfara manner that was previously impossible. Not only
did it make the Panthers the Vanguard organization ohfitiean-American Freedom Struggle, but allowed their
influence to spread into other non-Black activistles®f influence. Akinyele Omowale Umoja remarks that
“...efforts of the BPP were responsible for making theedst of Newton aause celebravithin the Black
liberation movement and leftist circles. Newton becametional symbol of resistance and a Black folk hero.
Panther mobilization to free Huey also served asr&eting and recruiting campaign for the organizatiom.
addition, mobilizing support for Huey Newton provided a viehiior building solidarity with radical and liberal
forces outside of the Black community.” Umoja, Akinyelm@wale, “Set Our Warriors Free: The Legacy of the
Black Panther Party and Palitical PrisonersThe Black Panther Party Reconsiderpd419; Hilliard,This Side of
Glory, pg. 139-140.

192 |pid., pg. 207-213.

193 Taylor, 80.

¥4 Taylor, 79.

195 Bobby Seale, Seize The Time, pg. 207-211.

19 For information on who Eldridge Cleaver was and theilgecmilitaristic politics that he brought to the BBR
leader, see Cleaver, Eldridd®yst-Prison Writings and Speech@sY: Vintage Books, 1970); Cleaver, Eldridge,
Soul on Icg(NY: Dell Publishing, Inc., 1970).

197 As previously mentioned in the text, monies were neags$ forthcoming for the Black Panther Party as it
largely relied upon sporadic donations. Such economiitiesgblaced Huey P. Newton in a particularly troubling

position. That being, he was devoid of funds to hire tmmregy to defend him against the state charges. See.,
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Alamena Lomax and Tom Nash, “Huey Newton takes Standg, ISa@'s Destitute, Says Can't Pay Lawyer,”
OaklandPost, July 17, 1968; Cleaver, Eldridge, “Solidarity of Be®ple’s Until Victory or Death!The Black
Panther 25 October 1969, pg. 12-13.

198 Seale’s work is particularly useful in explaining the plagrind implementing of plans concerning the Newton
trial. Seale relates the view that it was he ané@ewho were the primary organizational instrumeatsrizl

raising money for the trial through fees gained for spegelnound the country. Seale is particularly clear
concerning the critical role that Cleaver played camiog the alliances and support the BPP received from groups
such as the Freedom and Democratic Party, Honkidduey, and Students for a Demaocratic Society. See Seale
Seize the Timgg. 201-210.

19The Black Pantheserved as a phenomenal mobilizing tool for the nsasEBlewton’s supporters and
sympathizers. Unwilling to stand for what they peragiteebe the ultimate injustice, Panther supporters and
sympathizers, both black and white, took to Bay Aresess in support of the embattled Panther leader. Beale,
Champion, “Why I'm Marching to Free HueySan Francisco ChronicleJuly 17, 1968; “Free Huey, Free Huey’ --
- An Awesome OutburstSan Francisco Chronicleluly 16, 1968l; HilliardThis Side of Gloryp. 149.

200 Although the fact that the BPP was able to developsasthinThe Black Panthethroughout its existence has
been applauded and admired by many, there was also aundstgurrent surrounding the methods utilized to
ensure that the articles included in the paper wereldistd in a timely manner. Elaine Brown goes so fabas t
relate members being beaten for late submissiormwisit See BrowrA Taste of Power.

21uFree Huey at the U.N.The Black Pantherl4 September 1968, p. 3.
202 5ealeSeize the Timgg. 201-203.
203up | etter from Eldridge Cleaver,” p.1, Folder 25, Cartt2, SPM Collection.

204 Central to this issue is an oft-unexplored question. Béiag, is the Black Panther Party a Black Nationalist
organization or some other variant of extreme leftistking. The answer to such a query is not easily arexsivas
the Panthers were different things at different timeal&SSeize the Timé&9-70; Earl AnthonySpitting in the
Wind, (Roundtable, 1990) pg. 43-44.

205 Hyey P. Newton Files, Reel 8.

2% The linkage of Black Panther Party members to thétleand famous of Hollywood is particularly poignant to
the American masses. In relationships that are eznijar to Harlem Renaissance era patronage arramgeme
between Black writers and wealthy whites, assoaiatiith the Panthers and revolutionary politics appeardxe t
the fad of the moment. Most would be shocked to findtmsge who reached out, publicly and privately, to the
Panthers. See., “Upper East Side Stofyrie January 26, 1970; Frank Murray, “Concern Grows onalgiv
Armies,” San Francisco Sunday Examiner and Chroni®larch 8, 1970; “Brando Turns Up at Seale Heariigah
Francisco ChronicleApril 3, 1968; Hilliard and ColeThis Side of Gloryp. 197; Jim Brewer, “Jane Fonda Takes
Pulpit --- Her Revolutionary CredoSan Francisco Chronicleluly 8, 1970.

207 |pid.

28 One of the most forceful advocates of such flawed thinké former Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee leader and BPP member, Stokely CarmicKaelroe Ture’). Although the BPP attempted to work with
Carmichael in advancing the movement forward, he flatefused to work with white activist or organizations
fearing that they would eventually take control and deraibiffivancement of the movement. Obviously, such a
belief did not find a home within the BPP, which lecCarmichael’s expulsion from the organization. See Cleaver
Eldridge, “An Open Letter to Stokely Carmichadk&mparts September 1969.

209«E|dridge Cleaver campaign committee, 1969” Folder ktdh 25, SPM Collection; Earl Anthor§pitting in the Wingd
(Roundtable, 1990) pg. 43-44.
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2%Hyey P. NewtonRevolutionary Suicidel72.

21 “What We Want Now! What We Believe” in John H. Bracéy, August Meier and Elliot Rudwick (eds.),
Black Nationalism in Americéindianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1970), p. 528.

212 Huggins, John PThe American Left in the Twentieth Cent(Mew York: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1973),
175-176.

213 Although the alliance between the Panthers an@d¢aee and Freedom Party has received the majority of
attention for scholars, the Panthers formed alligwgéh many other activist populations. See The Nati@ffece

of the Black Panther Party “The Black Panther Partg@&tdor Revolutionary Solidarity,The GuardianFebruary
1970; “On Developing a United Front with CommunisEsie Black Pantherl7 July 1969; Ray “Masai” Hewitt,

“The Black Panther Party and Revolutionary Trade Unionisp&ech given to the Revolutionary Labor Conference,
The Black Panthed May, 1969. To see organizations that were undoubtefiilienced by the Panthers and their
Ten-Point Platform, see “Young Lords Party 13-Point Rnogand Platform,Palante Latin Revolutionary News
Service; “Ten-Point Program and Platform of the Blatkd&nt Union"The Black Panther2 February 1969.

Z4«proposed Constitution for the Alameda County Peace aredi&ire Movement,” Folder: “Peace and Freedom
Party — Area 1, “ Carton 12 SPM Collection.

25|t must also be noted that the Black Panther Paiynak with the Peace and Freedom Party was nagtinfie
one. In fact, the P&FP selected the Black Panthay'Bavinister of Information, Eldrdige Cleaver, to run is
ticket for U.S. President. See., “Eldrdige CleaveiFi@sident” Bancroft Collection on Social Protest Mogats,
Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley; “Position Paper on Giiahs,” Folder “Peace and Freedom Party — Area 1,tddar
12, SPM Collection; Cecele Levinson, Fundraising LeaitéVhites for the Defense of Huey Newton, April 1968,
Bancroft Collection on Social Protest Movements, @aft Library, UC Berkeley..

%18 5an Francisco Express Timé&$ February 1968, Folder: “Newspaper Clippings,” Box 43, HRpéRa

27 Foner, pg. 16-17.

#18 SealeSeize the Timeg. 203-206. White radicals displayed their appreciatidghe Black Panther Party and
Huey P. Newton in a host of ways: financial support,tfmspapers, progressive political stances upon race and
gender, etc. Whites recognized that the ideological umdengis of the Black Panther Party made the organization
markedly different from the standard Black Nationaligfamizations that had come to dominate the Black Power
Era. Generally speaking, such groups couched their chaakinism, hypocrisy, and racism in narrow nationalist
or cultural nationalist rhetoric and became a divisigent in the battle to close and/or heal the raciadeli

Towards displaying their progressivism, white radidedd planned to march to the Alameda County Courthouse,
where Huey P. Newton was awaiting trial, to demasdélease, visit with Newton, and “...express their supgfor
Huey's struggle for the liberation of black people adhigrown life.” “April 23, Stop the Draft week,” Folder 8,
Carton 2, SPM Collection.

29 «position Paper for Support of STOP THE DRAFT WEERgIder “Founding Convention-Richmond, CA.
March 1968,” Carton 12, SPM Collection. The above incidpparently took on a life of its own as the State
sought to make an example of those incarcerated amdtipgiorters took an oppositional position that committed
them to preventing such an occurrence. W.J. Rorab&ubis workBerkely at War, the 1960slates that the
“Oakland 7" became movement martyrs as a resultedf #etivities and subsequent arrest during the “Stop The
Draft Week”. Such steadfast support of political prisomersld also find voice within the Black Panther Party
with groups such as the Panther 21.

220u«ppril 23, Stop the Draft Week,” Folder 8, Carton 2NBollection.
221 Hilliard, This Side of Glorypg. 171-172, 202-204. Huey P. Newton clearly realizedtied@lure” of the
Panthers as a revolutionary vehicle, in no way nestarganizational capabilities. In fact, the Black PemBarty

was no match for its opponents as it was presently compddee Panthers had failed to achieve several of st m
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important goals that would have taken it down the pathridsMaeing such a revolutionary vehicle. They haddaile
to politicize their membership to a point that theyeweow committed revolutionaries whom the title vanguard
would be a fitting description. Additionally, there whs reality of an absence of a real committed caBegher

the Panther’s were better described as a group of dignerarganized young people who were attempting to create
revolution as they advanced.

222 Although Newton was well meaning in his “drafting” ®fokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture) into the fold, the
reality remains that Newton was woefully unaware of Getmael’s present Cultural Nationalist ideological fiosi.

A position that was wholly incompatible with the Panthenore sophisticated and nuanced posture. See., Huey P.
Newton, To Die For The People: The Writings of Huey P. Newpan 10-11; bobby Seal8gize The Time. 221,
David Hilliard and Lewis Col€eThis Side of Glory: The Autobiography of David Hilliard and thensof the Black
Panther Party p. 171.

22 The debate between who should lead the Black Parging, Panther leaders or the Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee’s Nationalist leaders was acgaf great angst for Panther members. Particulaly, a
most Panther’s clearly realized that SNCC'’s relevdadhke entire struggle had been eclipsed by the Pasther’
Please See., C. Gerald Fraser, “"SNCC in Decline Bftéears in Lead, Pace-Setter in Civil Rights Displaced by
Black Panthers,New York TimesOctober 7, 1968; Seal8eize the Tim@g. 211-223; James Formdrhe Making
of Black Revolutionariepg. 528-531.

224 SealeSeize the Time. 218. It is indeed ironic that the Student Non-Violentr@ioating Committee in its
original form, one of inter-racial cooperation would h&aeen a better fit for an alliance with the Black Panth
Party than its most recent incarnation with Stokely Cetnael (Kwame Ture) at the helm. The Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee had done an about-face @isue race and inter-racial relations once Stokely
Carmichael, and his Nationalist compatriots, had takemthanizational reins. Eldridge Cleaver cites the
ascension of Carmichael to the chairmanship of the Btidten-Violent Coordinating Committee as a positive
moment in the Black liberation struggle as it signalé&ican-Americans taking control of their own organiaas.

In fact, Stokely is somewhat progressive in his positiat inter-racial alliances are of some utility tiive people
“...go and organize in the white community and black people orgamithe black community and when the white
people develop something that is functional then we candawalition with them, a specific coalition for spacif
purposes.” However, Cleaver would eventually abandon suclitia pod adopt a racially chauvinistic perspective
and refuse to work with whites at all, regardless df thaitical leanings, beliefs, or viability. It ifis Carmichael
that Huey P. Newton drafted into the Party, an obvioustakeé as such postures seemingly fly in the face of all
Black Panther Party politics.

225 Eor information concerning Ella Baker and the developroktite philosophy of a decentralized leadership
group, see Grant, Joanisgla Baker: Freedom BoundNY: John Wiley and Sons, Inc.,1998) pg. 105-214.

226 Eyrther evidence to support the view that Stokely Cdragicwas on a totally different page from BPP leadership
concerning the interracial nature of their strugglevisenced in a tape that Newton made while still incatedrto

be played at the “Free Huey’ celebration. On the tapatdh deals specifically with the issue of whites being
involved in the movement “Today should mark a new tiordtie TWO-REVOLUTIONARY forces in the country:
the alienated white group and the masses of Black®igthttos, who for years sought freedom and liberatgmn fr

a racist, reaction-system. After approximately thregry now that the Panthers have been organized, we have
gained even closer relationships with our Latin Ameriaathiers, our Chicano brothers in the United States, and
the Cuban people, and every other people who are stfovirfigeedom...we must remember that we must never
make excuses for such gatherings as this. Today we’ll ugxe¢hse of my birthday, but the real issue is the need to
come together in unity and brotherhooiitie Black PantheMarch 3, 1969.

227 Most astute political observers realized that SNG@de Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture), who was heavily
influenced by principles of Pan-Africanism and race-firsttfpal economic structures, was incapable of leadieg th
Black Panther Party down any path that they desired teltréw effect, Ture may have been the most prominent
Black Nationalist on the scene during the late-sixtesyever, such popularity did not cancel out the ideological
diversity that was so apparent within the Black Power B information detailing Ture’s exit from the Bla
Panther Party, please refer to: “Carmichael Quitddrghers --- ViciousSan Francisco Chronicleluly 4, 1969;
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| Clayborne Carson, SNCC, p. 282. Van Peebles, Mar&oyYUTaylor, and J. Tarika LewiBanther: A Pictorial
History of the Black Panthers and the Story Behind the.KN¥: New Market Press, 1995) p. 60.

228 Bobby Seale, Seize The Time, pg. 223-228. It is cleathkaBlack Panther Party had already outgrown its
status as a local police problem, particularly agénapted to expand into a national organization. The alltaled
expansion combined with the Panthers full embrace aist. efnany would argue un-American, principles, theories,
and goals made the Panthers a prime target for governrmoentsol, censure, and destruction. Hence, it should not
be shocking that Federal Bureau of Investigation memorasdegarding the need to prevent the proposed alliance
between the Black Panther Party and the Student Nomffi@loordinating Committee are not only reality, butehav
fortunately surfaced. Within these memorandums, andsothat detail plans to destroy the Black Panther Party,
one finds some of the most wicked and venomous plandagdeut by the U.S. Government and its officials. For
a sampling of the memorandums detailing FBI plans toglishe Panther/SNCC alliance see., Ward Churchill and
Jim Vander WallThe COINTELPRO Papers: Documents from the FBI's Secret Mgamst Domestic Dissent
(Boston: South End Press, 1990), pg. 127-128.

229 As the FBI stepped up its campaign to disrupt the BPP thnaids and arrests, the still-incarcerated Newton
countered in March of 1968 by issuing Executive Mandate #2#fiat for all members of the BPP to “acquire the
technical equipment to defend their homes and their depentlewton,To Die for the Peoplel 3.

#0Hyey P. NewtonTo Die For The People: The Writings of Huey P. Neworil. Although some may consider
Huey P. Newton'’s third executive mandate to be a aatms so to speak, when viewed in its proper historical
context, Newton’s directive is the exact oppositee Tatalyst for the mandate was first of all repeatad,
unwarranted, intrusions of the dwellings of untold numbeBiaxk Panther Party members. In Newton’s mind,
and this also served as the introduction of this pieeeachivities of officer’s were eerily similar todtevents of
February 14, 1929, the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre wheimgayangs entered their rivals homes dressed as
officers with the intention of killing everyone insidetbe house. Newton felt that raids upon the Cleaver aalé Se
households were little more than either attempts tmidate the Panther leadership and witnesses of the
unprovoked illegal attacks or dress-rehearsals for ansisatisn attempt to come.

BlgealeSeize the Timgg. 203-206, 274-288. Seale, a strong advocate of Cha®ariy, refers to the attorney
as the Lenin of the courtroom. Garry was instrumentaéveral trials of movement participants and always
presented exemplary performances in the courtroom. Sealeigley critical of Black attorneys during this period
in BPP history. For an example of Seale’s criticisfnBlack lawyers, see Seale, Bobby, “Black Lawyers are
Jiving.” The Black Pantherl8 May 1968, p. 5.

%2 Eoner pg. 14-16. Although the battle being waged betwedPaithers and their opponents focused upon who
would represent Huey P. Newton in his trial appears tobgsae that could be easily settled, in reality, theeiss
and its solution had little to do with the trial. In tistance, the trial serve as the venue for a sub4tisedocused
upon the ideological trajectory of the Black PanthenP&ultural Nationalism, and the Panthers place,ak la
thereof, in the politic commonly referred to as Blackibhalism. Unbeknownst to casual observers, thera ar
host of ideological differences to be found within thosking up the Black Nationalist community. However,
despite such acknowledged diversity there are severabetieés that most Nationalist groups and adherents must
possess. One of which, according to Cultural Natistglis the desire to advance the concept of Blaclkiesery
turn. Hence, the Panthers refusal to participate in sierently racist, xenophobic, and short-sightedipalit
activities placed them totally outside of the realnwbft was or was not acceptable within the Black Nalisina
community. To the Panther’s credit they stood steadidkteir position that the highly questionable and
contestable concept of “race” must not be the solivating factor in our behavior, visions, and decisiofts.

would be this inability to permit differing, if not rijaversions of Nationalism that would be exploited by opgms
for the good of destroying the entire Nationalist moveme

23 The Black PantheiNovember 23, 1967. Eric Fon@he Black Panthers Speglg. 15-16. Earl Anthony,
Spitting in the Wind(Roundtable, 1990) pg. 43-44.

Z4«BpPP Ministry of Information Bulletins 1968-1969,” Folder@arton 18, SPM Collection. The Black Panther
Party’s leadership was clearly aware of the powd¢h@imedia and the need to get the masses mobilibéadbe
their cause during the moments leading up to Newtoals tTowards solidifying such relationships, the Black
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Panther Party not only encouraged citizens to attemttial, and records highlight that they attended by th
hundreds on a daily basis, but the Panthers also sougffarm the powers that be that the people were behind the
leader Huey P. Newton. “We know the people are with Huey must let the court and police know it too.
Following the arraignment, the Black Panther Party fdi-[3efense will hold a people’s court on the front steps o
the Courthouse.”

25 Huey P. NewtonRevolutionary Suicidepg. 201-206.
236 Bobby Seale, Seize The Time, pg. 240-241.

%7 sara BlackburnWhite Justice: Black Experience Today in America’s Courtro@i¥. Harper & Row, 1971).
pl4.

2% |pid
239 5ara BlackburnyWhite Justice: Black Experience Today in America’s Courtro@mé3.

240The antics of Oakland Police Department officers Vi@iréy representative of the tenor of interactiovith the
actions and policies of departments throughout the naliavas not uncommon for officers, in the name of law-
and-order, to break the law in their pursuit of eradhgathe Black Panther Party from the face of the otlsere.,
“Two Cops Jump Gun in Alleged Panther Headquarters Shodakland PostSeptember 11, 1968; Huey P.
Newton, Revolutionary Suicide, p. 245.

#1Toledo Blade Newsclips, Toledo Public Library, Radidkd F

242The BPP undoubtedly contributed to US officials’ tenddncsee the BPP as a threat to national security. For
example, the furor against the war in Vietnam infectedflé as organizational leadership consistently catled f
Black soldiers to resist participation in the aff&ee Cleaver, Eldridge, “Letter to My Black Brother&/ietnam,”
The Black Panthe2 May 1970, p. 10B; Cleaver, Eldridge, “Statement to &Bduth Vietham,The Black

Panther 26 September 1970, p. 14; “On Establishing a United KvithtCommunists, The Black Pantherl7 July
1969. Newton offered troops to the National LiberatioonEand Provisional Revolutionary Government of South
Vietnam as assistance in their fight against Americgerialism. Deputy Commander of the South Viethamese
People’s Liberation Armed Forces, Nguyen Thi Dinh, accejpteffer, thanked Newton, and promised to call for
Newton’s troops when necessafje Black Pantherl9 January 1971.

243The Black PantheMarch 23, 1968. For the Panther’s this trial was maply about an early morning shooting
between a citizen and officers. They perceived liietin their best interests to portray the conflich aseasure of
the utility of the American Constitution, particulady it intersected the concept of “race”. The Pantbresagated
through one of their Ministry of Information Bulletins tHahat is being decided in Huey's case is whether akblac
man has the right to defend his life against the attactkseoficist dog police who come into our communities al
day and night to brutalize, terrorize, intimidaterdss, and murder black people...Clearly the bullet wasneok f
solely because of the traffic arrest. The trigger puslked centuries before Huey Newton was born, and thetbul
has been aimed at the same target for hundreds of ygafBPP Ministry of Information Bulletins, 1968-69,”
Folder 8, Carton 18, SPM Collection.

244 3uch a charge resonated throughout the entire protestmanvas many Blacks were unable to reconcile the
staunch oppositional position that the BPP occupied, tthillingness to work with the very population it
perceived as its oppressor. Regardless of the sodmdimtytthat the BPP attempted to instill in the Black
community, many were never able to get beyond the colmplex that has been such an inextricable fixture in
American life.
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