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Abstract 

BONFIG, AUDREY, E., M.S., April 2016, Journalism 

The Hatfields and the McCoys: America’s Feud, as Portrayed in the New York, West 

Virginia, and Kentucky Press, 1888-1890 

Director of Thesis: Michael S. Sweeney   

This thesis examines the impact of the press during the Hatfield and McCoy feud 

of 1882-1890. This study was inspired by a History Channel program about the infamous 

feud, which discussed how the coverage of the feud may have influenced yellow 

journalism and Appalachian stereotypes.  

The Hatfield-McCoy feud was a bloody border war that occurred along the Tug 

River Valley, which separated Kentucky and West Virginia. By examining how the press 

covered the feud in newspapers and the era’s dime novels this thesis argues that 

sensational journalism was occurring as early as 1888—instead of the generally accepted 

date of 1895. While it cannot be said that the Hatfield-McCoy feud was what started 

sensational journalism, it is interesting to note that early examples of it were occurring 

during the feud. This thesis also argues that the feud may have greatly influenced the 

common Appalachian stereotypes of today through the use of media priming. By 

showering their stories with reports of wild mountain men and stern-faced Appalachian 

women, the reporters of the era may have contributed strongly to the stereotyping of an 

entire group of people.  
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Chapter 1: The History of the Feud  

Introduction 

The Hatfield-McCoy Feud is one of the most famous conflicts in American  

history. Films have been made about it, legends born from it, and an entire subsection of 

America defined by it. Historians have long grappled over what actually occurred in 

those contentious years of 1882-1890. Was this in fact one of the bloodiest family feuds 

in American history, or simply a few isolated incidents of normal neighborly conflict that 

were inflated and distorted by the media? Or something else?  

The so-called Hatfield-McCoy feud occurred between two extended families 

along the Tug River Valley that divides Kentucky and West Virginia. According to many 

feud historians, the spark that started the feud was the slaying of Devil Anse Hatfield’s 

younger brother, Ellison, in 1882 at the annual Election Day celebrations, held in the 

mountain town of Blackberry Creek, Kentucky.1  

Soon after the death of Ellison Hatfield the true fighting began, and the feud 

became a media circus. Newspaper reporters from New York City, the largest and most 

competitive newspaper market in the United States, came into the foothills of the 

Appalachian mountains, which in those days seemed like the wilderness. As reporters 

spun sensationalized tales of uncivilized mountain men with long hatchets and coonskin 

hats, the people of the Appalachian mountains began to seem like savage hillbillies, 

whose chief concerns were fighting, making moonshine, and polishing their Winchester 

rifles. But while these New York reporters were writing their tales, as this thesis will 

show, many of them had never set foot in the Appalachian region and just wrote what 

they thought would sell the most papers and make the most money. This thesis will detail 
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how the images they presented of these mountain people were often inaccurate 

representations. In a February 1888 edition of The New York World, for example, the 

Appalachian region was described as a “primitive community, where school children are 

taught to use their Winchester rifles with unerring accuracy and every woman wears a 

pistol in her belt.”2 The well-known reporter T.C. Crawford went into Hatfield territory in 

1889 to write newspaper stories for the New York World, which would eventually turn 

into his book, An American Vendetta: A Story of Barbarism in the United States.3 An 

image of the book’s original cover can be found in Appendix A. Crawford was one of the 

New York World’s top reporters, and had spent time in Washington and London as a 

special correspondent. 4 The October 1890 edition of Current Literature stated that at that 

time Crawford “was one of the few well-to-do newspaper correspondents in the world.”5 

Crawford claimed that his account of the feud was an accurate one, but it was 

sensationalized and further reinforced the picture of what people at that time saw as “the 

typical Appalachian.” He called the Tug River Valley “Murderland” and described Devil 

Anse’s son William “Cap” Hatfield as “simply a bad young man, without a single 

redeeming point.”6 

In more recent years, members of the Hatfield family as well as local historians 

have begun to emerge from the shadows and defend the Hatfield family against the unfair 

images that had been written of them. Ron Eller, the director of the Appalachian Center 

at the University of Kentucky, said that the events of the feud had been exaggerated 

through sensationalistic newspaper articles, cartoons, and dime novels. “They’d been 

really berated and degraded in the press as being wild, backward hillbillies,”7 Eller wrote. 

Jo Creason, a reporter for the Louisville Courier Journal, said in a 1952 article, “Little 
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effort has ever been made to show either the Hatfields or the McCoys as they actually 

were, and are—a sturdy, self-reliant breed of family-loving men, stubbornly independent 

and loyal.”8 

This study of the Hatfield-McCoy feud, which lasted from 1882 to 1890, will 

focus mainly on how two groups covered the infamous conflict: New York newspapers 

and the West Virginia newspapers. The dates for observation are January 8 1888, to 

September 12, 1890, because that was when coverage of the feud was at its height, 

according to the author’s research of that era’s newspapers. Nine articles from four major 

New York City newspapers, fourteen newspaper articles found at the West Virginia State 

Archives in Charleston, West Virginia, six articles from the Kentucky and West Virginia 

newspapers, as well as two contemporary dime novels will be used to show the effect that 

the sensational press had on the feud, this thesis will document how these two styles of 

papers covered the feud differently, and how those different coverages influenced 

Appalachian stereotypes as well as changes in journalism.9  

One of the journalistic innovations to be explored in this thesis is yellow 

journalism. While scholars usually credit Joseph Pulitzer’s and William Randolph 

Hearst’s competition over readership, circulation, and the Yellow Kid cartoon in the 

1890s as contributing to the birth of yellow journalism, careful analysis of the various 

New York newspapers has shown that yellow journalism was already occurring before 

the year 1895, when the Yellow Kid comic first appeared in Pulitzer’s New York World 

and before Hearst bought the New York Morning Journal.10 According to Anthony 

Fellow in his book American Media History, 1895 was a pivotal year for sensationalism, 

as it was around that time that Pulitzer revolutionized the American newspaper. 
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According to Fellow, Pulitzer’s sensational New York World was different from other 

papers of that time because it “was readable and interesting . . . [with] special features 

about women,  sports, and entertainment, . . . excitement in pseudo-science, sex, and 

crime . . . [and] dime novel features about the roaring West . . . and travel stories that 

took readers on magic carpets to foreign lands.”11 The freakish, odd, and unique were all 

part of Pulitzer’s paper, and he was the first to print halftone photographs to highlight 

these special features.12 Also as mentioned above, this was the year the Yellow Kid made 

his debut. Actually titled Hogan’s Alley, the popular cartoon that gave yellow journalism 

its name featured children in a poor neighborhood of mixed ethnicity. The cartoon first 

appeared in the World, then shifted to the Journal when Hearst lured Richard P. Outcault 

away from Pulitzer.13 The World then hired another artist to draw a competing version of 

the Yellow Kid.  

This thesis also will argue that it was likely through these sensational newspaper 

stories about the Hatfields and the McCoys that modern Appalachian stereotypes began. 

Many of the descriptions of the Hatfields and McCoys in these popular, nineteenth-

century newspapers have similarities with current, simplistic images of Appalachian 

people. These include images of savage, degenerate people who live in a community that 

is backward, violent, and in need of civilized society.14 

The stereotypes that arose from the feud have ultimately affected not just Kentucky and 

West Virginia but also all of the states and counties that make up the Appalachian region. 

According to the Appalachian Regional Commission, there are 420 counties in Alabama, 

Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 
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Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia that make up the 

Appalachian region, and this definition of the region will be used in this thesis.15 

In breaking new ground, this thesis will explore an area that has been nearly 

ignored by media historians. The coverage of the Hatfield-McCoy feud made many 

contributions to the field of journalism, and this study will delve into what those 

contributions were and why they remain relevant.  

While the Hatfields and McCoys are commonly associated with the rugged terrain 

of the Appalachian mountains, the families trace their ancestry to the Highlands and 

Lowlands of Scotland.16 Both families descended from a shared culture in which family 

loyalty and pride were valued above all, and the dire consequences that could occur when 

that pride and loyalty were called into question.  

According to R. Celeste Ray in his book Highland Heritage: Scottish Americans 

in the American South, “Americans of Scottish descent [were usually identified] in terms 

of attachment to place, expressive tradition . . . and a particular kinship system.”17 This 

kinship system played a particularly important role in terms of the feud. Claims of fealty 

were often exchanged between clans to solidify marriages, land grants, and promises of 

protection. In looking into the history of both families, it is noted that before the bloody 

events of the feud, members of the two families were on good terms with one another and 

marriages between the two were common. In fact, locals joked that “[The Hatfields and 

McCoys] in general were so intertwined that in 1849 they petitioned to move the 

Virginia-Kentucky state line so that the entire [Tug River] valley would lie within 

Virginia,” said Dean King, author of The Feud: The Hatfields and the McCoys: The True 

Story.18  They felt as if the state line divided friends and family and wanted to be seen as 
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one entity instead of two.19 When the feud finally erupted the two families were so 

interconnected that there were Hatfields and McCoys involved on each side of the feud, it 

was not simply just one family against another. As residents in the valley in some ways 

saw themselves as one family, it makes sense that the events that sparked the feud would 

sow deep seated feelings of betrayal, loss, and anger.  

While most scholars agree that the Hatfield-McCoy feud began with the killing of 

Ellison Hatfield in 1882, violent acts had occurred previously. One of the first was the 

murder of Asa Harmon McCoy in January 1865. He was the younger brother of the 

McCoy patriarch, Randall, and his death began the tensions that would ultimately erupt 

into the feud.20  While the identity of Asa’s killer was unknown, many suspected Jim 

Vance, the uncle of Devil Anse Hatfield. Vance and Hatfield, as well as other deserters 

from the Confederate armies of the Civil War, had created a guerilla army known as the 

“Logan Wildcats.” According to feud scholars, the Wildcats were formed in response to 

West Virginia’s admittance into the Union by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863.21 The 

Wildcats almost saw themselves as a sort of personal army for their state, protecting it 

from raiding and marauding Union soldiers.  

Suspicions arose that Vance had called for Asa McCoy’s death because he was a 

Union sympathizer in a part of the country that was overwhelmingly Confederate. Since 

the Hatfields held considerable sway in the Tug River Valley, suspicions fell on their 

camp. But suspicions and wary eyes aside, the Hatfields had reason to hold a grudge 

against McCoy. First was the betrayal and rage that they most likely felt for him. At the 

time of his death, the Confederates knew the war was almost certainly lost.22 It is possible 

that Vance and Hatfield wanted McCoy dead because they might have thought, albeit 
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irrationally, that their defeat was caused by his betrayal. Even if that was not the case, 

Scots-Irish Americans, such as the Hatfields and McCoys, prized loyalty and family ties 

above all, McCoy’s siding with the enemy would have been seen as unforgivable. 

Second, McCoy was responsible for killing a friend of Devil Anse Hatfield. The incident 

occurred when McCoy, as well as two of his Union comrades, attempted to steal some 

horses from the Hatfield camp.23 During the skirmish that ensued, McCoy shot and 

fatally wounded the friend of Hatfield.24 One undisputed fact about Devil Anse Hatfield 

is that he was loyal to those who were loyal to him, and killing such a person would have 

brought retaliation.25 

But the feelings of bad blood did not stop with the killing of Asa Harmon McCoy. 

In 1872, another blow was dealt to the McCoy family, when 5,000 acres of fertile timber 

lands were awarded to Devil Anse Hatfield. The lands in question belonged to Perry 

Cline, a politically savvy cosmopolitan attorney who was a cousin of Randall McCoy. At 

the time of his death, Cline’s father left all of his lands to his nine-year old son—lands 

filled with valuable timber. When he came of age, Cline began logging the lands left to 

him by his father and earning a profit. But in 1872, Devil Anse Hatfield accused Cline of 

logging on Hatfield’s lands and initiated a lawsuit. The suit was eventually settled out of 

court, with Cline handing over all 5,000 acres to Hatfield. The reason remains a mystery, 

but nine years later in a letter to the West Virginia governor, Cline hinted at possible 

intimidation on the part of Hatfield: “These men has [sic] made good citizens leave their 

homes and forsake all they had, and refuse to let any person tend their lands.”26 While 

Cline did not specifically state that Hatfield intimidated him into handing his lands over 

without a fight, it was strongly insinuated. Another possible reason is that the judge who 
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would have presided over the trial, had it gone to court, was a Hatfield. Cline may have 

assumed that taking the suit to court was pointless, due to Devil Anse’s likelihood of 

winning a favorable judgment.  

Six years later in 1878, an incident known as the “hog wars” occurred. Randall 

McCoy was working his fields with his family on a hot summer day when Floyd Hatfield 

came riding by in his wagon, a couple of fat hogs lazing idly in the back. McCoy glanced 

at the hogs in Hatfield’s cart and immediately told him that the hogs were his. Hatfield 

vehemently denied it, stating that he had found the hogs wandering around in the woods 

and therefore they were his. McCoy took Hatfield to court and charged him with stealing 

his property. Because both men lived in Pikeville, Kentucky, and were related, the trial 

took place in McCoy territory in Kentucky. At that time, on the McCoy side of the Tug, 

the presiding judge, as was the case of Cline, was a cousin of Devil Anse Hatfield and 

would have had Hatfield sympathies.  

It was not uncommon for hogs to run wild in the woods. To identify their 

property, hog owners would often cut a specific mark in their hogs’ ears. In his 

testimony, Randall McCoy stated that the cuts in the hogs’ ears were clearly his mark. 

Hatfield, on the other hand, stated that there was no mark, so the hogs had no owner and 

were therefore his for the taking.  

Several witnesses were called, but the “star witness” was Bill Staton, a McCoy 

relative who was married to a Hatfield. He ended up siding with Floyd Hatfield, who was 

eventually acquitted of all charges.27 While Floyd Hatfield was given the hogs, there was 

still a possibility that the hogs could have belonged to McCoy. According to feud 
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scholars, while hogs were branded with a specific mark, running through branches and 

underbrush could rip a hog’s ears, leaving the mark unrecognizable.28 

  The next episode took place two years before the events that would start the feud, 

at the annual Election Day celebrations in August 1880. On that day, Devil Anse’s oldest 

son Johnson “Johnse” Hatfield, met and fell in love with Randall McCoy’s daughter 

Roseanna. Wanting to be away from the rowdy crowds of Blackberry Creek, Kentucky, 

Johnse convinced Roseanna to follow him to a secluded spot in the woods, where they 

romanced each other until well past sundown. Fearing the wrath of her father, Roseanna 

revealed to Johnse that she was terrified at the prospect of returning home and said that 

her father would never allow them to be together. Johnse convinced her to run away with 

him to the Hatfield homestead in Logan County, West Virginia, where Roseanna lived 

for several months. 

Wanting his favorite daughter to come home, Randall convinced her to return. 

Roseanna went gladly, convinced that Johnse was never going to marry her.29 But 

Roseanna’s feelings for Johnse proved to be so strong that when her brothers began 

riding to the Hatfield residence, demanding retribution for their sister’s soiled honor, she 

rode bareback in the pouring summer rain to the Hatfield residence, warning Devil Anse 

that her brothers were out for Johnse’s blood.  Enraged by what he saw as his daughter’s 

final betrayal and the fact that she was pregnant with Johnse’s child, Randall disowned 

Roseanna, forcing her to leave for the refuge of the home of her Aunt Betty in 

Stringtown, Kentucky, where she would await the birth of her child.  

Bad feelings between the Hatfields and McCoys increased a short time later, 

when Johnse abandoned the pregnant Roseanna, claiming that his father objected to a 
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marriage between a Hatfield and a daughter of Randall McCoy. But only two months 

after leaving Roseanna, Johnse married her cousin Nancy, the daughter of the slain Asa 

Harmon McCoy. The McCoys did not understand why Devil Anse would object to the 

marriage of Johnse and Randall’s daughter when he allowed the marriage of Johnse and 

the daughter of Randall’s brother. But Roseanna’s sadness did not end with her 

abandonment by Johnse and her disownment by her father. She gave birth to a sickly 

daughter, Sarah “Sally” Elizabeth, who contracted the measles and died only eight 

months after her birth.  

The tale of the “mountain Romeo and Juliet” finally led to the events of 

Blackberry Creek, Kentucky, Election Day in August of 1882, when the feud began.30 

The beginning involved four people: Devil Anse’s younger brother, Ellison, and Tolbert, 

Pharmer, and Randall Jr., the three sons of Randall McCoy. No one knows exactly what 

was said on that day, but Ellison made a drunken comment to the three McCoys that 

apparently sent them into a rage.31 They attacked Ellison with knives and guns, leaving 

him badly hurt, with twenty-seven gun and knife wounds.  

While Ellison was carried away on a crude stretcher, the three McCoys were 

escorted to nearby Pikeville to stand trial. But before they could reach a courtroom, they 

were overtaken by a band of Hatfields led by Devil Anse and taken prisoner in a West 

Virginia schoolhouse. The McCoy family begged Devil Anse to release them and have a 

proper trial at the Pikeville courthouse. Devil Anse refused, believing that a Kentucky 

trial would not give his brother the justice that he deserved. But Devil Anse made a deal: 

if Ellison did not die, Randall McCoy’s three sons would go free; if not, they would feel 

his justice.  
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The McCoys waited anxiously, hoping that Ellison would survive. But it was not 

to be. Three days later, he died, and the fate of the three McCoys had been signed with 

tears and blood. The Hatfields took Tolbert, Pharmer, and Randall Jr. from the 

schoolhouse to a group of papaw trees in the middle of the West Virginia woods, where 

they were bound and shot to death. Devil Anse’s justice had been served.32 

So began the bloodshed, and the killing—and so began the feud.  

The melee that ensued lasted for years and included the killing of horses, the 

poisoning of wells, and the burning of barns. Threats of harm and death were made on 

both sides, and it was a threat from McCoy that set into motion the next big event in the 

feud.   

On a quiet New Year’s night in 1888, the McCoy family was sleeping peacefully 

in their beds under blankets with pillows beneath their heads. They did not hear the sound 

of footsteps approaching their cabin, boots crunching on the hard Kentucky soil. 

McCoy’s twenty-five-year-old son, Calvin, awoke when he heard shouts outside, 

demanding his father, Randall, come out and face the group that had gathered. Calvin 

grabbed his rifle, told the rest of his family to stay in bed, and approached the downstairs 

window. What he saw was a group of Hatfields, their horses blowing wisps of white 

vapor into the cold January air.  

Gunfire ensued from both sides, between Calvin and his father on the defense 

inside and the Hatfields on the offense outside. In the commotion, there was a call to set 

the McCoy house on fire. In the torrent of fire and gunpowder, Randall’s teenaged 

daughter, Alifair, poked her head out the door, curious to see the fighting and shouting.  
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Her adolescent curiosity proved to be her undoing as she was gunned down. 

Alifair’s mother, Sarah, rushed to her dying daughter’s side, begging the Hatfields to 

cease their fire so that she could attend to her. But in the midst of her maternal grief, 

Sarah was bashed in the head with the butt of a rifle and fell unconscious to the ground 

beside her daughter.  

Calvin told his father to escape out the back door while he attempted to keep the 

Hatfields at bay. But Calvin was shot down as well, and the McCoy home burned to the 

ground.33 

The feud ended in 1890, when the man who confessed to firing the shot that killed 

Alifair McCoy was hanged in Pike County. He was Ellison “Cottontop” Mounts, who 

was the illegitimate son of Ellison Hatfield and was rumored to have been mentally 

challenged. While several other men involved in the feud were sentenced to life in prison 

for the death of the three McCoys in 1882 as well as the death of Alifair McCoy in 1888, 

Mounts was the only one executed. Seen as a scapegoat by many, he confessed on the 

scaffold that he had fired the shot that killed Alifair. With his hanging, the long and tragic 

feud was finally over. There would be no more fighting, no more bloodshed— and no 

more feud.   
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Chapter 2: Literature Review 

Much has been written about the Hatfield-McCoy Feud and the state of 

journalism in the late 1800s, but little specifically about the feud and its coverage in 

newspapers. This thesis will use scholarly books, newspaper articles, and dime novels to 

examine the feud itself, the late 1800s press, as well as the effects that the press may have 

had on the creation of modern Appalachian stereotypes.  

Several well-known books have been written about the feud, one being The Tale 

of the Devil: The Biography of Devil Anse Hatfield by Dr. Coleman C. Hatfield and 

Robert Y. Spence. Hatfield is the great-grandson of Devil Anse Hatfield, and with the 

help of Spence he compiled stories about his great-grandfather. Hatfield and Spence 

began the 2003 book with stories of Devil Anse Hatfield’s youth on the Appalachian 

frontier and as a young man serving on the Confederate side in the Civil War. Devil Anse  

was described as a troublemaker and a jokester, and in his youth would often disappear 

for days at a time, frightening his mother, Nancy.1  

One of the best known family stories was about Devil Anse’s first bear hunt, 

which occurred in 1854, when he was fifteen. Devil Anse, at that time affectionately 

called “Ansie” by his mother, took his rifle and some supplies and told his parents that he 

was going into the woods to hunt for squirrels. When suppertime came and Ansie still 

was not back, his mother began to get worried, fearing that something had happened to 

her son. But Ansie’s father, Ephraim, told Nancy not to worry, because Anse was a 

strong boy and could handle himself.  

But Anse was gone all night and the next day, and instead of continuing to react 

nonchalantly to his son’s absence, Ephraim took his oldest son, Valentine, and they went 



 14 

to Ben’s Creek, where Anse’s uncles lived. Anse was close to his uncles, and Ephraim 

thought he might have stopped there for breakfast. But when his uncles said they had not 

seen him either, a search party of concerned family and friends set off into the woods to 

look for the missing fifteen year-old. The tale ends with Hatfield reciting the exciting 

family tale of the young Devil Anse Hatfield killing a bear with his bare hands.2 The 

book took a more serious turn, however, when the events of the feud were discussed. 

Unlike many tellings of the feud, this book was unusual because it humanized Devil Anse 

instead of turning him into the corrupt villain of legend. By telling the story that way, 

Hatfield and Spence managed to portray a family patriarch, who acted out of necessity 

and love for his family, and not just out for ruthless killing.3  

However, one could question the reliability of Coleman C. Hatfield as a narrator. 

It is possible his relationship to the famous Hatfield patriarch biased his account. To 

balance Hatfield’s book, a second book was referenced extensively: The Hatfields and 

the McCoys by renowned feud scholar Otis K. Rice. Since he has no familial connection 

to either family, it is more likely that his 2010 book would be more free of bias toward  

one side of the feud.  

In the introduction, Rice stated that long conversations recalled verbatim are by 

their very nature suspect, something that Coleman C. Hatfield did extensively in his 

book.4  Rice also had no problem calling the characters of both families into question, at 

one point criticizing the Hatfields for taking the law into their own hands instead of 

letting the judicial system handle it.5 Another instance of this occurred when Rice listed 

some of the illegal or immoral activities of the Hatfields, including carrying concealed 
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and deadly weapons, giving alcohol to a minor, and banding together to disturb the 

peace.6  

One of the most arresting claims Rice made is that the Hatfield-McCoy feud was 

not the only feud occurring in the area at the time. He described two others: The Hargis 

Cockrell Marcum-Callahan feud of Breathitt County, Kentucky, which started before the 

Civil War and ended in 1902, and the French-Eversole War, which occurred in Hazard, 

Kentucky, from 1887 to 1894.7 While these feuds were not conducted on the scale of the 

Hatfield-McCoy feud, they reveal that the famous feud was not the only bloody conflict 

to have occurred in Appalachia.   

The nation’s press played a crucial role in the late 1800s in how Americans 

understood Appalachia and the feud, in particular because the press was undergoing 

major changes. The newspapers that covered the feud were chosen to show early 

examples of “yellow journalism,” an offshoot of sensationalism. In his book American 

Media History, Anthony Fellow states that yellow journalism was very similar to 

sensational journalism but was distinguished by a few “defining characteristics,” some of 

which were exaggerated headlines, pictures that held little to no significance, faked 

interviews, and heavy self-promotion.8 This style of journalism stood in stark contrast to 

the more “objective” style of reporting, which favored detachment, fairness, and 

balance.9 The first steps toward objectivity were taken in the 1830s with the nonpartisan 

detachment of the Jacksonian era penny press.10 Other standards of objectivity were seen 

through the following years, including the use of the inverted pyramid during the Civil 

War and the idea of naïve empiricism in the middle of the century.11 Michael Schudson 

states in his book Discovering the News that these “pieces” all came together during the 
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coverage of World War I, in which objectivity became standard journalistic practice.12 

Journalism scholars have widely accepted the theory that sensational journalism began in 

the late nineteenth century when newspaper moguls William Randolph Hearst and Joseph 

Pulitzer became engaged in a war over circulation and readership in New York City.13 

Sensationalism went on to be defined as a school of journalism that “goes too far in 

appealing . . . to ‘fundamental and primitive desires’. . . [with] material [being] published 

strictly for entertainment.”14 Scholars have come to an agreement that the term “yellow 

journalism” came from a “war” that Hearst and Pulitzer had over a popular comic strip 

character known as the Yellow Kid, created in 1895 for Pulitzer’s New York World.15 The 

Yellow Kid’s real name was Mickey Dugan, and he appeared as a character in Hogan’s 

Alley, a popular comic strip in Pulitzer’s paper.16 Dugan was a bald, beady-eyed young 

boy with large, elephant-like ears and protruding buck teeth, who received his nickname 

from an over-sized yellow pajama shirt that he wore in the popular comic. When Hearst 

saw the popularity that Pulitzer gained from Hogan’s Alley, he attempted to hire Hogan’s 

Alley creator Richard F. Outcault away from Pulitzer’s paper.17 A bidding war for 

Outcault ensued in 1898, with Hearst ultimately winning. With the loss of Outcault, 

Pulitzer hired another cartoonist to imitate the character, leading to a time when there 

were two Yellow Kids on newspaper pages. This highly publicized feud gave rise to the 

name “yellow journalism.”18 But while the Yellow Kid was the symbol of the sensational 

journalism movement, the actual movement was spawned by Hearst’s and Pulitzer’s 

heated attempts to outsell each other with the use of exaggerated headlines, fabricated 

stories, and shameless self-promotion.19  
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But as analysis of the following newspapers will show, these hallmarks of yellow 

journalism were occurring well before the war over ownership of the Yellow Kid ensued. 

One of the papers used for reference was Pulitzer’s New York World. In the February 8, 

1888, edition of his paper, the headline on the top left of the page read “A Fight to the 

Death,” and attempted to “document” the events of the feud. But instead of writing an 

accurate, objective description of the events that occurred, what was published was a 

sensationalized account of a specific group of people and the environment in which they 

lived. He described the feud as a “tireless death struggle . . . waged with unrelenting 

malice . . . [sending] a score of the hostile factions to their graves riddled with bullets.”20 

Pulitzer’s paper also used highly sensationalized language and descriptions in the story 

with the voices of the Appalachian people written in a dialectic tone with poor speech, 

bad grammar, and incomplete sentences.21 It is possible that these early examples of 

Appalachian speech particularly reinforced the stereotypical bad grammar of the region 

that still exists today.   

 Another New York paper that frequently covered the feud was the New York Sun, 

with John Spears as reporter. In the October 7, 1888, issue of the Sun, a large headline 

read “A Mountain Feud” with the words “A Remarkable Story of Murder and Outrage” 

underneath.22 Like Pulitzer, Spears added a sensational spin to his stories, beginning the 

article with a story of how a group of men brutally shot a woman through the heart, while 

she was “begging with clasped hands and streaming eyes for her life.”23 He later detailed 

the fantastical tale of Jim Vance getting shot and killed by “Bad” Frank Phillips, not 

forgetting to include how Phillips “scattered [Jim’s] brains over the leaves for a yard 

around.”24 Spears also portrayed the people of the region with characteristically poor 
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grammar, at one point quoting a man as saying, “Anse he’s got some boys thet’s [sic] 

mighty mean . . .  They’ve went on an carried on till I don’t blame the authorities for 

tryin’ to punish sech [sic.] triflin’ fellers.”25 But there have been arguments about 

whether dialect should be used in quotes at all or be replaced by more “proper” English. 

At the end of the day, it comes down to ethics – some say that when something is placed 

in quotation marks, it should be an exact word-for-word dictation of what the person said, 

while some argue that it’s perfectly fine to doctor a quote to make it sound better, make it 

grammatically correct, easier to understand, etc.26 But the ethical implications of this past 

issue cannot be viewed with modern lenses, especially since it was common to use dialect 

in nineteenth-century fiction, such as Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

and Joel Chandler Harris’s Uncle Remus stories.27  

  Dime novels became another popular medium in which people read about the 

feud. Because these novels were used primarily for entertainment purposes, the stories 

were even more outlandish and embellished with images and language that were meant to 

shock rather than inform. The first dime novel was published in June 1860 by the New 

York publishing firm Beadle and Adams, and was entitled Malaeska; the Indian Wife of 

the White Hunter by Mrs. Ann Stephens.28 By 1864, over five-million Beadle and Adams 

dime novels were in circulation, and by the late 1870s hundreds of dime novels from 

competing firms flooded the market.29 The last true dime novel series, Street and Smith’s 

New Buffalo Bill Weekly, ceased publication in 1912.30 

Many of the more popular ones were published in New York City and spun tales 

of the “barbaric” Hatfields and McCoys, who supposedly inspired fear in the Tug River 

Valley region. These dime novels were not bound to any standards of journalism so they 



 19 

had the freedom to publish strictly for entertainment value. Most pages contained lurid 

descriptions of men who reveled in bloodshed and old women with stern faces who 

smoked pipes on their front porches.31 An image of the cover of one of these dime novels 

can be found in Appendix B.  

One of these dime novels, The Hatfield and McCoy Outlaws: A Full and 

Complete History of the Deadly Feud Existing between the Hatfield and McCoy Clans, 

was published in 1889 in New York by Richard K. Cox. It was filled with sensational 

stories of men with multiple wives and even women living with multiple husbands.32 Cox 

went on the compare the women to squaws, who had no minds of their own and only 

concerned themselves with their husbands and domestic affairs.33 There was also a 

mention of an unnamed boy of seven, who was said to have been the son of Roseanna 

McCoy and lived at the McCoy homestead with his mother.34 This was a statement that 

had no basis in fact. It was known that Roseanna gave birth to a daughter, who did not 

survive the first year. Neither did Roseanna go back to her parents’ home, as she was 

disowned by her father she lived the rest of her life in the home of her Aunt Betty. What 

also was interesting about these dime novels was that they regularly copied passages 

verbatim from some of the newspaper stories circulating at the time.  An example of this 

came from Cox’s dime novel, which directly copied passages from a February 7, 1888 

edition of the New York Herald. The Herald piece described a typical Appalachian town 

as a dirty placed filled with unkempt, lazy idlers.35 In another passage from that same 

article, the narrator dictated a conversation he had with a young Appalachian woman, rife 

with poor grammar and inelegant speech.36 These examples showed the overall impact of 

the newspaper coverage, as the sensationalized news stories spreading beyond 
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newspapers to popular reading. Such newspaper articles and dime novels showed how 

Appalachian people were viewed at the time.  

To to show the effect that the coverage of the feud may have had on the public’s 

view of Appalachia, it’s important to examine representations of the region before the 

feud occurred. One of these was a book entitled Fisher’s River (North Carolina) Scenes 

and Characters written by Hardin E. Taliaferro in 1859. The book was a collection of 

stories about the people and culture of Fisher’s River, told between 1820 and 1829. In the 

introduction of his book, Taliaferro quickly distinguished himself from the sensational 

yellow journalists of the feud years. He described the landscapes and people of the area 

as “romantic,” and while he stated that the people were uneducated, he praised the 

richness of their rustic literature and the complexities of their culture.37 He went on to 

describe an encounter he had with a man named Johnson Snow, whom he compared to 

Henry VIII and described as generous, warm, and kind-hearted.38 At the end of his book, 

as he was about to make his way home,  Taliaferro described how his guide implored him 

to postpone his journey and come celebrate at a party he was throwing at his home that 

night. Although he declined, his guide graciously wished him safe travels, and for the 

Lord to be with him.39 

 Another similar book, a novel entitled Georgia Scenes by Augustus Baldwin 

Longstreet, was published in 1850. Longstreet, a native of Georgia, attempted to 

document growing up in rural Georgia as he remembered it. Like Fisher’s River, Georgia 

Scenes opened with the narrator’s description of the landscape, which he found to be 

charming, enchanting, and filled with blushing flowers.40 In another scene, Longstreet 

described a brawl the narrator witnessed between two youths. While the scene seemed 
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like something that would be found in Crawford’s exaggerated tales, Longstreet veered 

away from that when it was discovered that the “brawl” wasn’t really a brawl at all, 

rather the two youths were rehearsing scenes for a play.41 The narrator went on to 

describe an encounter he had with a very clever man named Ned Brace, who enjoyed 

playing with people’s perceptions of him. A practical joker with a hospitable nature, 

Brace’s humorous antics in secular and sacred life made him the most popular character 

in Longstreet’s novel.42 While Longstreet depicted his characters as uneducated and a bit 

rough around the edges, he placed emphasis on their tenacity and strength of will over 

their speech patterns and mannerisms.  

 Taliaferro’s and Longstreet’s depictions of Appalachian people as kind, clever, 

and complex were a far cry from the way sensational reporters such as T.C. Crawford 

described them, which was as a group of disheveled, simple-minded mountain men who 

chewed their tobacco and drank their whiskey while polishing their guns and continually 

keeping one overly suspicious eye peeled. T.C. Crawford’s contemporary book, An 

American Vendetta: A Story of Barbarism in the United States, contained Appalachian 

stereotypes. Crawford was one of the main feud correspondents at the time and was 

known for writing sensationalized stories for Pulitzer at the New York World. He ended 

up taking the stories he had written for the World and turning them into his book. 

Crawford claimed that his accounts were factual, yet he was quick to stereotype. For 

example, he described the region as “barbarous, uncivilized . . . wholly savage . . . [and] 

wholly isolated from railroad or telegraphic communication.”43 

 Tom E. Dotson in his 2014 book The Hatfield & McCoy Feud after Kevin 

Costner: Rescuing History, described how the tales told by the yellow journalists went on 
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to define modern Appalachian stereotypes. According to Dotson, many of the original 

feud writers cited the yellow journalists as sources, as they were seen as the closest 

observers to the events. This started an inaccurate historical “daisy chain,” in which 

stories that were either folktales or straight up lies were transformed into history by 

historians.44 Many of these involved tales of drunken orgies, extreme violence, and 

questionable characters.45 

 Anthony Harkins continued the trail of the Appalachian stereotype in his 2005 

book Hillbilly: A Cultural History of an American Icon. The book documented how the 

tales of the yellow journalists went on to influence John Fox Jr., who is seen by many as 

the father of the modern Appalachian as we know him.46 Fox went on to publish a series 

of novels about life in Appalachia, many of which Harkins stated were the inspiration for 

the hundreds of movies about Appalachia in the 1900s.47 These movies served as the 

catalyst for the popular Appalachian sitcoms that began to appear in the 1950s, including 

The Andy Griffith Show and The Beverly Hillbillies.48 

 Todd Snyder in his 2014 book The Rhetoric of Appalachian Identity stated that 

starting in the 1970s Appalachian stereotypes took a turn to the macabre, playing on 

people’s fears of the Appalachians. This comes back full-circle to the yellow journalists 

of the feud, who used the same tactics to play off the fears of their readers.49 An example 

of such a scary stereotype appeared in the 1972 movie Deliverance, based on James 

Dickey’s 1970 novel, which highlighted ignorance and violence in the remote backwoods 

of Georgia.  

Wherever or whenever Appalachian stereotypes began, there is a familiar theme 

that surrounds them: isolation.  As David C. Hsiung said in his book Two Worlds in the 
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Tennessee Mountains: Exploring the Origins of Appalachian Stereotypes, the 

Appalachian man goes back to his roots and settles in the same area in the same cabin 

that his grandfather did, essentially becoming his grandfather re-born.50 

This theme of isolation fueled stereotypes because it made the people of 

Appalachia something of an elusive mystery, they were a people who experienced little 

interaction with others and were ostensibly cut off from the outside world.  

 As stated previously, while the feud has been a popular subject with many authors 

and historians, little exists about the feud and its relationship with yellow journalism. 

Study of the New York newspapers that covered the feud show that yellow journalism 

was going on well before Hearst, the Yellow Kid, or the Spanish-American War; in fact, 

several West Virginia and Kentucky newspapers actually called out the New York papers 

for writing made-up, sensationalized stories in order to increase profit and circulation, 

exactly what journalism historians state Hearst was doing when yellow journalism began.  

The yellow journalists of the feud were in fact using media priming to influence how 

their readers viewed the Appalachian people.51 As research has shown, the media can 

change and influence an audience’s views about a specific group of people by making 

some aspects more salient than others, which can in turn cause the reading audience to 

equate those aspects more with that group of people.52 According to communications 

researcher Florian Arendt, “considerable empirical evidence indicates that the mass 

media depict specific social groups in stereotypical ways that can influence our thinking, 

feeling, and behavior. Regular exposure to media stereotypes can contribute to the 

development of stereotypical memory traces.”53 These traces create stereotypical 

associations in memory that can be activated whether an individual believes them to be 
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accurate or not.54 However, there is a vast difference between stereotype association and 

stereotype application, as Arendt points out. While stereotype associations are largely 

automatic responses that an individual has no control over, “stereotype application 

represents the use of stereotypical associations in making judgments about a person or a 

group. Thus, even if stereotypes were automatically activated, individuals can reject these 

cognitions and decide never to use them for an overtly expressed judgment.”55 

 The process of media priming involves taking these stereotypes and producing 

and reproducing them on a mass scale by, according to Arendt, increasing “the 

accessibility of stereotypes by increasing the availability of new stereotype-congruent 

memories…and by increasing the accessibility of already existing available stereotype-

congruent memories.”56 But that doesn’t automatically make media priming into a so-

called hypodermic needle, the stereotype of strong-effects media messages quickly 

creating or changing attitudes, because while media priming may activate the depicted 

concepts in memory, individuals can decide not to use them.57 This desire to not use 

stereotypes is known as “negation,” or an internal attempt to reject the negative 

stereotypes that are being presented.58 But once the priming has taken place, stereotypes 

begin to take hold, and can be difficult to change once they have been formed.59  

Readers and viewers have not only been primed to view the people of the 

Appalachian region in a certain light by the press, but also by books and films.60 This 

study will argue that those exaggerated images first began to be placed in the minds of 

the American populace by nineteenth-century coverage of the Hatfield-McCoy feud, at a 

time in history when few people had ventured into that part of the country, and where 

stories and descriptions were ripe for the picking.  
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To address the question of the feud and its association with yellow journalism, an 

examination was conducted of newspaper articles and dime novels from the years 1888 to 

1890. One of the resources used was the Chronicling America database 

(http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov), where a search with the keywords “hatfields,” and 

mccoys,” in the states New York, West Virginia, and Kentucky yielded forty articles.  

The West Virginia State Archives in Charleston, West Virginia yielded two dime novels, 

a further seven newspaper articles not found in the Chronicling America database, and a 

copy of T.C. Crawford’s book An American Vendetta. A thorough search of the Library 

of Congress website and Wordcat.org using the keywords “Hatfield McCoy” alone and 

paired with “dime novel” and “special collections” turned up no other dime novels from 

the Hatfield-McCoy era. The New York newspapers were then compared with the 

Kentucky and West Virginia newspapers, where differences were studied for tone, 

language, sensationalism, and overall accuracy.  

 To gain more insight into the effect the press had on Appalachian stereotypes, the 

Real Hatfield, Real McCoy, Real Matewan Facebook page was used.61 The group is run 

by Ryan Hardesty, a descendant of the Blackberry Creek Hatfields and a feud historian. 

Hardesty started the group in order to create a platform devoted to the “true” history of 

the feud, a place where members (amateur and professional historians alike) could share 

photographs, personal stories, family histories, and historical documents to show what 

really occurred during the feud, not just the tall tales perpetuated by the yellow 

journalists. Hardesty and fellow feud historian Tom Dotson recommended the books The 

Hatfield & McCoy Feud after Kevin Costner: Rescuing History and The Missing 

McCoys, both by Dotson, as well as The Dramatic Story of a Mountain Feud, written by 
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John Spears and annotated by Hardesty, and The Selected Short Fiction of John Fox, Jr. 

All four books provided excellent information on how the press created the Appalachian 

stereotype and contributed to it becoming ingrained in popular culture.   

 Within the books, a common theme was presented: that it was T.C. Crawford who 

was largely responsible for the creation of the Appalachian stereotype. A search for “T.C. 

Crawford” and “stereotypes” in the Google Books database 

(https://books.google.com/bkshp?hl=en&tab=wp&ei=3TBnVrmMDYXOsAXm_LfwDQ

&ved=0EKkuCAooCg) yielded over fifteen-hundred results. Analysis of the most 

relevant materials led to the books Hillbilly: A Cultural History of an American Icon by 

Anthony Harkins and The Rhetoric of Appalachian Identity by Todd Snyder. These two 

books together with the other materials presented a possible trail for the Appalachian 

stereotype, which could be traced back from T.C. Crawford and the yellow journalists all 

the way to the feud historians of today.  

 Using all the sources together, a picture began to develop of how these early 

examples of yellow journalism  eventually went on to create the Appalachian stereotype 

as it is known today. This thesis will use that picture to argue that not only was yellow 

journalism occurring before the generally accepted date, but that it ultimately went on to 

define an entire sub-section of the American population.  
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Chapter 3: The Townies Come to the Hills, Early Examples of Yellow Journalism 

When news spread to New York about the destruction of the McCoy home and 

the death of innocent women and children on New Year’s night 1888, papers sent 

reporters to Kentucky to cover the events, including T.C. Crawford of the New York 

World, John Spears of the New York Sun, and James Creelman of the New York Herald. 

Images of that event from newspaper coverage can be found in Appendix C. At that time, 

the Appalachian frontier was akin to a mysterious jungle, and papers jumped on the 

stories.  

Journalism historians have maintained that yellow journalism arose from the 

competition that Hearst and Pulitzer had over money, readership, and circulation. One of 

the most recognized examples of this was the coverage of the Spanish-American War in 

1898 by both newspaper moguls.1 But there are problems with this theory. The Spanish-

American War did not begin until 1898, and the events of the Hatfield-McCoy feud were 

sparking sensationalized “yellow” stories eight years earlier. Another problem was the 

assumption that Hearst was the one who was responsible for the start of yellow 

journalism with his coverage of the war. Pulitzer and others had already covered the 

events of the Hatfield-McCoy feud years before the war had begun.  

It was Pulitzer’s New York World, Hearst’s chief rival, that most heavily covered 

the feud.2 The New York World had employed Crawford, and he was known as one of the 

main reporters of the Hatfield and McCoy era, with his collection of stories for the World 

eventually became his 1889 book, An American Vendetta: A Story of Barbarism in the 

United States. He claimed in the preface of his book that he had “not attempted to change 

the story as then told,”3 but his actions and words proved otherwise. The stories that he 
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told in his book as well as in his newspaper articles did nothing but reinforce the already 

poor images of the Appalachian people that had been conjured up by the feud, images 

that had been conjured up in the minds of the American people and served to only 

reinforce, not clarify, damaging stereotypes. Images from some of Crawford’s work can 

be found in Appendix D.  

In a February 1888 edition of the World, Crawford wrote a full-page story of the 

feud, complete with colorful descriptions and vivid illustrations. In the opening paragraph 

he said: “In this primitive community [the Tug River valley], where school children are 

taught to use their Winchester rifles with unerring accuracy and every woman wears a 

pistol in her belt, THE WORLD correspondent took his life into his hand while collecting 

his facts, and more than once was halted on the road to show cause why he should not be 

shot.”4 

This type of language and description was used throughout Crawford’s articles for 

the World, where he often wrote the voices of the Appalachian people in a dialectic tone 

with poor speech, bad grammar, and incomplete sentences. For example, in the same 

edition of the World, he quoted a young man who approached him: “Be you’uns McCoys 

or Hatfields?”5 He again quoted the young man as saying, “I ‘lowed, maybe, you’uns wus 

McCoys.”6 It is quite possible that these early “examples” of Appalachian speech 

particularly reinforced the stereotypical bad grammar of the region that still exists today.  

It was not only the adults who suffered Crawford’s unflattering descriptions; he 

continually wrote that the children of the region were not well educated, and every child 

knew how to shoot a gun before he or she could read or write. He also stated frequently 

how suspicious the people were: “Every one who visits that region who is not a land 
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speculator or a drummer [a traveling salesman] is regarded as a detective.”7 He claimed 

that the natives did not like outsiders and would turn their rifles on anyone who was not a 

close friend or a family member.  

Some of Crawford’s more outlandish claims came from his book. For example, he 

wrote:  

I merely give these illustrations to indicate the light way in which the taking of 
life is regarded among the people of this section, even outside of the wild and 
barbarous region dominated by the Hatfield-McCoy feud. While there may be no 
more murders committed in proportion to the population than in more civilized 
states, it is a fact that the murders committed are by men in a different rank in life, 
and that the pretexts are more often trivial, inconsequential quarrels than 
elsewhere.8 

 
In this quote, Crawford apparently showed the attitude that he had toward the 

Appalachian people, that he thought them “wild and barbarous.” This was a conclusion 

he reached after only being in the region for a few days, hardly enough time to establish a 

sound judgment.9 He did not attempt to give a well-researched, well-rounded 

representation of the people.  

But Crawford’s questionable journalistic practices did not just end with 

unflattering characterizations and embellished claims, he made statements that had no 

basis in historical fact, typical of the dime novels of that era. For example, at one point he 

claimed that Johnse Hatfield was “a married man” when he met Roseanna McCoy. That 

was not true. It was readily known that Johnse did not marry until after his affair with 

Roseanna had ended, when he married Nancy McCoy. Crawford also claimed that 

“Johnse Hatfield took [Roseanna] to his home and told his wife . . . to acknowledge her 

as the head of the household.” That was another falsity. He took her to his family home, 

which he did because Roseanna was in great fear of returning to her father.10  
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Another journalist known for his sensationalized coverage of the feud was John 

Spears, a reporter for the New York Sun. Like Crawford, Spears eventually turned his 

coverage of the feud into a book, The Hatfields & The McCoys: The Dramatic Story of a 

Mountain Feud. Spears is considered by several feud historians to be the “yellowest of 

the yellow” journalists, and was known for manufacturing lies and sensational stories 

about events that had either never occurred or were highly embellished.11  

 In one of his stories, Spears described Johnse Hatfield, oldest son of Devil Anse 

Hatfield, as “an outlaw in Kentucky . . . [who] had been indicted at that time, although 

but eighteen years-old, twenty-seven times.”12 What Spears failed to disclose, however, 

was that Johnse only had one charge against him at the time for carrying a concealed 

weapon.13 Spears later on made the Hatfields out to be cold-blooded child killers when he 

described an incident where a group of Hatfields mistook one of Randall McCoy’s very 

young sons for one of the boys involved in the death of Ellison Hatfield. In the account, 

the Hatfields brutally executed the young boy for a crime he didn’t commit.14 This was 

most likely an attempt by Spears to make the Hatfields look like bloodthirsty villains, as 

no records were ever found that formally charged the men with the killing of a child.15 

Yet a third story by Spears told of Cap Hatfield, another son of Devil Anse, and one of 

Cap’s farm hands, Tom Wallace, beating two women for nearly forty minutes with a 

freshly butchered cow’s tail.16 A freshly butchered cow’s tail would have weighed about 

as much as a major-league baseball bat, and there’s little to no possibility that two women 

could have survived such an attack.17 There’s also the problem again of the records: if 

two women had been nearly beaten to death, there would most likely have been some 

record of an arrest or of the incident occurring, of which there was none.18 While it’s 
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likely that some sort of physical altercation occurred, it was not to the sensationalized 

extreme as portrayed by Spears.19 

 West Virginia and Kentucky newspapers were outraged by the yellow coverage, 

and there were several instances where they called out the New York papers for 

presenting false, sensationalized stories that were damaging to the reputation of the area. 

The Wheeling Daily Intelligencer stated in its January 25, 1888 issue that “[West 

Virginia] is acquiring an unenviable notoriety abroad on account of reports similar to the 

one which appears in this morning’s Intelligencer . . . ‘West Virginia Lawlessness’ is a 

heading which is kept standing in the news columns of the metropolitan papers. Some 

steps should be taken by our authorities to relieve the state of this disgrace.”20 The Weekly 

Register expressed similar sentiments in its February 15, 1888 issue, in which it called 

the New York reporters “journalistic liars for money” who believed that “the state of 

West Virginia [could] go to the dogs so long as they [got] a sensation out of her.”21  

 Several Kentucky newspapers were quick to point out the yellow nature of the 

New York papers as well.  In fact the Big Sandy News, a newspaper in Louisa, Kentucky, 

called out directly the New York Herald’s February 7, 1888 article Bloody Border War in 

its February 16 issue.  This article, described on page thirty-three, presented a less-than-

objective view of the town of Cattlesburg, Kentucky. The Big Sandy News called the 

reporter (most likely James Creelman) “an infernal ‘yap’” and stated “it is to be regretted 

that any newspaper will, through its columns, give publicity to the productions of such an 

unscrupulous profligate . . . the high calling of the newspaper fraternity always demands 

at least a fair presentation of a case.”22 The Climax, a Madison County, Kentucky 

newspaper, agreed that accounts of the feud were exaggerated.  The September 12, 1888 
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issue stated that “Hon. W.H. Weddington, acting Judge of the Criminal Court in Pike 

county, writes . . . saying that the frequent reports of trouble . . . resulting from the 

Hatfield-McCoy feud, are untrue . . . it is a fact that much sensational and untruthful stuff 

has been published about Pike county.”23  

 Cementing the yellow nature of the feud coverage is how the New York papers 

and the Appalachian papers covered the same event.24  For example, in July 1889 it was 

reported that “Bad” Frank Phillips had murdered a young Virginia attorney.  The Big 

Sandy News covered it in its July 18 issue, in which it simply stated “Frank Phillips . . . 

murdered a young Virginia attorney in cold blood one day last week. The killing occurred 

in Buchanan county and is said to have been done upon no provocation whatever.”25 The 

New York Sun had also covered the killing in its July 12 issue, but gave it a much more 

sensational spin. Under the headline “Murder by One of the Hatfield-McCoy Gang,” it 

described how “Frank Phillips, one of the Hatfield-McCoy gang, for whom there is a 

large reward offered in this State, was at Grundy, Va. And vicinity, handling a 

Winchester rifle and revolver, with remarks that he would ‘do’ the people . . . during his 

wild career he struck Wm. Kaiser, an attorney, on the head with a revolver, dangerously 

wounding him. While he was punishing Kaiser . . . he was shot and killed . . . Phillips has 

gone to the mountains.”26 Instead of simply stating what happened, the Sun made a point 

of detailing Phillips’ Winchester rifle, “wild” career, and desire to “do” the people – a 

stereotypical view of the wild, dangerous mountain man. It also made sure to point out 

that not only had Phillips just run away, but he ran away into the mountains – an 

Appalachian hillbilly running back to the security of the hills.  
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 Another instance of this was the sentencing of Ellison Mounts. The West Virginia 

paper Spirit of Jefferson described the sentencing with simple words in its September 17, 

1889 issue, simply stating “Ellison Mounts has just been sentenced to be hanged on 

December 3.”27 The Kentucky paper The Climax described it similarly in its November, 

20 issue, matter-of-factly stating “The Court of Appeals has affirmed the decision of the 

Pike county court in the Hatfield-McCoy cases . . . Ellison Mounts will hang for the 

murder of the girl, Alice [sic] McCoy, sister of the murdered man.”28 While the Kentucky 

and West Virginia papers used a much more objective tone, the New York Sun gave a 

more sensationalized account in their November, 29 issue. Using the headline “East 

Kentucky in Terror,” the Sun described a much more “exciting” account:  

On last Saturday the Court of Appeals of Kentucky decided that one of the 
Hatfields must hang. Since the decision of the Court [to hang Ellison Mounts] 
there are signs of another outbreak among the outlaws of Eastern Kentucky. Judge 
Lilly of Estill county is afraid to take direct routes to the courts in his district, for 
fear of being ambushed by some of the people who have threatened to take his life 
on more than one occasion . . . In order to escape his enemies he went over 150 
miles out of his way to reach that place.  
 
The Commonwealth’s attorney, Mr. Marris, has also been threatened with death. . 

. this is only a sample of the condition of affairs in that section of the State. Said one of 

the detectives: “A number of men have been killed by people in ambush . . . the decision 

of the Hatfield case probably means more trouble.”29  

 Unlike The Climax, which simply stated what had occurred, the Sun made sure to 

point out how the wild “outlaws” had threatened the judge and attorney with death, and 

killed various others in ambush. To end it with a bang, it made sure to mention that these 

harrowing events were only a “sampling” of what was occurring in the area.   
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 But while some New York newspapers were quick to stereotype and various 

Appalachian newspapers to defend, this wasn’t always the case. The New York Tribune 

was an example of a New York paper that favored a straight-forward reporting style over 

the sensationalized tall tales spun by the New York World and New York Sun.  Founded in 

1842 by Horace Greeley, the Tribune under his leadership and that of his friend Whitelaw 

Reid, who took over the editorship after Greeley’s death in 1872, had a reputation for 

striving to inform and teach its readers, with social and political reform being at the 

forefront.30 Greeley was so well respected that many people refused to believe anything 

in the papers unless it was confirmed by “Uncle Horace.”31 This desire to inform and 

educate rather than entertain can be seen in some of the Tribune’s coverage of the feud.  

For example, in its January 25, 1888 issue under the heading of “The News This 

Morning,” it simply stated, “A battle between the Hatfields and McCoys was fought in 

West Virginia.”32 Another article published on February 12, right after the World’s 

sensational “Bloody Border War” article, straightforwardly stated that “Governor Wilson 

today issued a requisition on Governor Buckner, of Kentucky, for twenty-eight men, who 

are charged with having participated in the killing of William Dempsey in Logan County 

. . . on the 19th of last month in a fight between the Hatfields and McCoys.”33 A third 

article, published on August 5, reported that “Asa Hatfield, Captain Hatfield, Elias 

Hatfield, and ‘Tom’ Mitchell . . . [had] left . . . [Kentucky] to escape arrest . . . [with] 

thirty Kentuckians, members of the McCoy party . . . banded together near the mouth of 

Peter’s Creek armed with rifles, [to] openly defy arrest.”34 

 The Evening Bulletin, a newspaper in Maysville, Kentucky, was an example of an 

Appalachian newspaper that favored more sensational coverage. In its January 26, 1888 
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publication under the heading “Preparing for Battle,” it described the feud as a “fierce 

vendetta” and Logan County, West Virginia as a “sparsely settled district, entirely 

without railroad or telegraph facilities.” It later detailed how “a Hatfield party . . . [had] 

purchased $10 worth of ammunition . . . [and that] coupled with that fact that the county 

judge and county attorney of Pike county [had] gone . . . in quest of arms [made it look] 

very much like the war [was] on in earnest, and that the wilds of West Virginia [would] 

ring with music.” The article ended with a punchy conclusion: “There is big fun ahead.”35 

This was a far cry from the New York Tribune’s short and concise piece, which had only 

been published one day before. The Evening Bulletin published another story entitled 

“Hatfields and McCoys” in its September 18, 1888 paper, in which it described the 

“deplorable state of affairs” in the Tug River Valley. It stated that during the last month 

the “West Virginians [had] raided the Kentuckians twice and . . . lost five men killed 

outright.”  It concluded that a “total annihilation of one or the other of the factions would 

seem to be the only thing that [would] restore peace,” and blamed the Hatfields for all the 

trouble, calling them “the aggressors” and stating that “the Kentuckians only resort to 

arms when compelled to.”36 

Along with sensationalized newspaper stories in both Kentucky and New York, 

dime novels became another popular medium that people used to read about the feud. 

Because these novels were written exclusively for entertainment purposes, the stories 

were even more outlandish and embellished with images and language that were meant to 

shock more than inform.  

 Dime novels were published between 1845 and 1910,37 with some of the most 

popular being Beadle’s Dime Novels, which were published in the 1860s by publishers 
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Erastus and Irwin Beadle.38 In the words of J. Randolph Cox, each novel “contained a 

work of fiction . . . with a sensational and melodramatic plot” with a new novel being 

issued each week. A variety of settings were used, but some of the popular early ones 

were tales from the West or the wild frontier, which presented an air of danger and 

mystery that was not always accessible to people who lived in a more urban setting. 

Many of the more popular ones were published in New York, with the popular subjects 

including tales of the “barbaric” Hatfields and McCoys, who supposedly inspired fear in 

the entire Tug River Valley region.39 

These dime novels were not bound by the standards of “good journalism” even 

though that may have at one time been the intention. In the earlier days of their 

publishing company, Erastus Beadle entrusted the editorship of his publishing company 

to Orville J. Victor, who proclaimed, “The narratives must be true and accurate 

portrayals, in spirit, of the pioneer times” and the people with which they dealt.40 But this 

sentiment changed as other dime novels began to hit newsstands and bitter rivalries 

ensued over sales and revenue. The goal of the day was to sell dime novels that were 

more about making money than accurate, truthful content.41 Erastus Beadle even said that 

“his strategy for dealing with rivals who published trashier novels was to ‘kill a few more 

indians [sic] than we used to.’”42 

Once entertainment became more important than the truth, stories were published 

strictly for entertainment value. Many contained statements and stories that were 

glaringly wrong, and the overall impression was that these dime novelists were writing 

only to sell copies of their “works.”  
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One of these dime novels, The Hatfield and McCoy Outlaws: A Full and 

Complete History of the Deadly Feud Existing between the Hatfield and McCoy Clans, 

was published in 1889 in New York by Richard K. Cox. This publication was filled with 

sensational writing and made-up events in the feud that never took place.  One of the 

more outrageous statements included, “It is not an unusual thing to find in this mountain 

district men with two or three wives, and instances are known where one woman has 

lived with two or three husbands.”43 This was a ridiculous statement that had no basis in 

historical fact, but the ridiculousness did not end there. Cox went on to compare the 

women to “the squaws in the Indian tribes of the West,”44 who had no minds of their own 

and only concerned themselves with their husbands and domestic affairs.  There was also 

a mention of an unnamed boy of seven, who was said to have been the son of Roseanna 

McCoy and lived in the McCoy homestead with his mother.45 This was a false statement 

that had no basis in truth or fact. It was known that Roseanna gave birth to a daughter, 

who did not survive the first year. Neither did Roseanna go back to her parents’ home; 

since she was disowned by her father, she lived the rest of her life in the home of her 

Aunt Betty.  

Aside from the inaccurate reporting and questionable journalistic practices, one of 

the most interesting aspects of the feud coverage, from a historical perspective, were the 

examples of yellow journalism. As was discussed at the beginning of this chapter, it had 

been widely assumed over the years that yellow journalism got its start with Pulitzer’s 

and Hearst’s war over the popular comic strip character The Yellow Kid, as well as their 

fierce desire to out-sell each other during the Spanish-American War. But according to 

David Spencer, professor of information and media studies at the University of Western 
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Ontario and a scholar of yellow journalism, yellow and sensational journalism were 

occurring well before that. The New York Sun was one of the first newspapers using 

sensationalism in order to increase its readership. The motivation, said Spencer, was that 

“if you cover crime and blood, you will get an audience.”46 

But feud-era newspaper stories showed that there were numerous examples of 

sensational journalism showing up as early as 1888. This was significant because, as 

stated previously, The Yellow Kid was not published until 1895, and Hearst bought the 

New York Journal in that same year, which was five years after the feud had ended. It 

also has been readily assumed, as stated earlier, that Pulitzer only began to engage in 

sensational journalism after his feud with Hearst began. But this is not the case because 

Pulitzer was already engaging in sensational coverage as early as 1888. The signs were 

all there: big, multi-column headlines, lavish pictures, locater maps, rampant anonymous 

sources, and self-promotion.47 An example can be found in Appendix E. It was Pulitzer’s 

desire to connect with the common-man that caused him to demand that his writers 

produce sensational stories that were simple, easy to understand, and entertaining. It was 

this that gave Pulitzer the affectionate nickname, “the grandfather of sensational 

journalism.”48 

Sensationalism carried over into the dime novels as well with some of the 

sentences and paragraphs in the novels copied verbatim from newspaper stories. 

Normally, this re-using of stories would not seem so unusual because it was common for 

publishers to re-issue stories that had been particularly popular.49 But what made this 

particular example significant was the fact that it was a story that was re-used from a 

newspaper, not just another dime novel. Publishers would often re-use stories from their 
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previous works or would re-issue stories that had been discontinued from another 

publisher. An example of one of these newspaper stories came from a February 1888 

edition of the New York Herald. Underneath the headline “Bloody Border War” in large, 

black letters and among the many maps that littered the pages, there was one passage that 

attempts to describe a typical Appalachian town: “The streets are full of unkempt, frouzy 

idlers, who slouch about like human buzzards. The very labor of drawing breath seems to 

tire them.”50 That exact passage appeared on page twenty-nine of Cox’s novel.51 Another 

example was the incident of the reporter meeting with the pipe-smoking “mountain maid” 

on page 22 of the novel.52 This was another passage that appeared word-for-word in 

Cox’s novel. The newspaper story came out in 1888, while the novel came out in 1889, 

which showed the amount of influence that the sensational newspaper coverage had on 

other interpretations of the feud and was further evidence that sensational journalism was 

already occurring in this country well before the generally accepted date of 1895.  

 But sensational journalism did not just affect journalistic practices and journalism 

history, it also influenced stereotypes and the way various ethnic groups in the United 

States were portrayed, particularly those living in the Appalachian region. The next 

chapter will focus on Appalachian stereotypes and how the sensational press helped the 

growth and spread of those stereotypes.  
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Chapter 4: The Creation of the Appalachian Stereotype 

At the height of the feud, the yellow press had successfully convinced American 

readers that the people of the Appalachian region were violent, dim-witted, barbaric, 

uncivilized, and extreme isolationists, among many other unflattering descriptions. These 

stereotypes carried over into popular culture, where they have contributed to the picture 

of the typical Appalachian as “culturally archaic, helplessly floundering in rural isolation, 

[and] seemingly in need of the blessings of modern industrial progress.”1 Such images 

have become so ingrained and “normal” in the minds of many that few stop to consider 

where these assumptions may have come from and why they have become so readily 

accepted. Scholars of Appalachian stereotypes have stated that the first inklings of 

derogatory images of the Appalachian people began to emerge around the end of the 

nineteenth century, at the moment when sensational coverage of the feud was at its peak.2 

The outrageous newspaper stories and dime novel thrillers presented a “distorted picture: 

ignorant mountain riffraff, bearded brutes without background or regard for human life,”3 

people who settled squabbles through the barrel of a gun rather than through logical 

discussion and diplomatic conversation.  

 But while this presents one likely reason for the origin of Appalachian 

stereotypes, two important questions remain: What made the stereotypes stick to the 

Appalachians the way they did, and why, more than one hundred years after the end of 

the feud, do these stereotypes still remain? Research has shown that it was a series of 

half-truths, sensational stories, and straight-up lies repeated over and over again that have 

contributed to the unflattering image of the modern Appalachian. In the words of Tom 

Dotson, “Legends and lies become history by sheer repetition . . . Stories written by big 
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city reporters after brief visits to either Logan County or Pike County have been recycled 

over and over again by feud writers until they now have the stamp of history on them.”4 It 

was an inaccurate “daisy chain” that started with “the early [feud] writers [citing] the 

yellow journalists, because they represented the oldest and nearest to the events sources. 

Then the writers who followed with books in succeeding years cited the earlier books, 

because they were then accepted as standard.”5 It was a circle of false and made-up 

stories that was manufactured and passed down as actual “history.” This included the 

image presented by the New York papers of a group of penniless, half-witted ruffians 

who settled scores with violence and bloodshed rather than through proper legal process. 

In journalistic terms, this would be defined as the process of  “media priming.” Media 

priming is the process through which “media content is seen as providing a prior frame of 

reference (a prime) within which subsequent related content may be interpreted.”6 This 

chapter will lay out how the media’s coverage of the Hatfield-McCoy Feud went on to 

influence the public’s view of the Appalachian people, and how negative stereotypes of 

the group may have evolved over time.  

 The conception of the savage mountaineer feudist established by Crawford was 

quickly snatched up by novelists and short-story writers, who used it in their fictional 

accounts of Appalachian life.7 One of the first was John Fox Jr., who published a novel 

titled A Cumberland Vendetta only five years after the end of the feud. It’s interesting 

that the title of Fox’s novel is very similar to Crawford’s work, An American Vendetta, 

lending credence to the theory that Crawford was responsible for the Appalachian 

stereotype.8 A look into Fox’s novel lends even more evidence to this theory. For 

example, on page nine, the novel reads, “The war armed them, and brought back an 
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ancestral contempt for human life; it left them a heritage of lawlessness that for mutual 

protection made necessary the very means used by their federal forefathers.”9 This is very 

similar to Crawford’s descriptions of the Appalachian region, in which he describes that 

“nothing [can be] found equaling it in . . . [lawlessness], where “quarrels . . . were 

commonly settled with the knife or the pistol than in any other way.”10 Another passage 

from Fox’s novel reads, “Passing old Jasper’s store on the edge of town, he saw the old 

man’s bushy head through the open door, and Lewallans and Braytons crowded out on 

the steps and looked after him. All were armed.”11 This coincides with Crawford’s 

description of the “most suspicious people on the face of the planet”12 who never traveled 

without “a long Winchester rifle in [their] hand.”13 

 Fox also published a short story entitled “A Mountain Europa,” that Harkins 

stated may very well have become the model for the modern Appalachian stereotype. A 

“drawing accompanying . . . [the] short story . . . portrays the heroine’s father as an 

unkempt moonshiner leaning on his gun . . . [and] brings together all the visual tropes of 

the later iconic hillbilly: a surly disposition, barefeet, long scruffy beard, suspender-clad 

overalls, shapeless oversized felt hat, moonshine jug . . . and long-barreled rifle.”14 Since 

Crawford’s descriptions of the Appalachian people were most likely the inspiration for 

Fox’s own works, and Fox created what would come to be known as the modern 

“hillbilly,” then it can be assumed that the creation of the hillbilly stereotype can be 

traced back to Crawford, and his sensational tales surrounding the Hatfield-McCoy 

feud.15  

 This stereotype, set in motion by Crawford and perpetuated by novelists such as 

Fox, carried over into the turn-of-the-century where writers, who were for the most part 
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unfamiliar with the Appalachian region, accepted the stereotypes without question.16 A 

sociologist at the University of Chicago even published an article entitled “A Retarded 

Frontier,” in which he remarked upon the apparent isolation of the Appalachian people 

based on a four-day excursion and the “vivid” stories of Fox.17  Even though Fox’s stories 

appeared to be the result of over-hyped generalizations and false tales, and he once so  

offended a group of Berea College students they threatened to “tar and feather” him,18 he 

went on to become a respected novelist as well as the definitive source on mountain 

society in the public imagination.19  

 Starting in the early 1900s the Appalachian stereotype jumped to another widely 

received medium: the silver screen. More than four hundred films set in the “mountains” 

were released between 1904 and 1920, with a further seventy-six films between 1920 and 

1929.20 In 1914 alone, seventy such films were produced, averaging about one new film a 

week.21 The films usually included scenes of spectacular violence surrounding stories 

about sexual desire, conquest, and the crusade to “civilize” a backwards and barbarous 

region.22 Again colorful novelists, such as Fox, were the inspiration for these films, often 

mirroring the plots of the novels directly.23 “Othering” the Appalachian people was 

proving to be a lucrative business, and with the creation of cable television those 

stereotypes were presented to viewers across the country.24 

 From the mid-1950s to early 1970s, American television audiences were 

presented with competing portrayals of the Appalachian people, from the McCoys in The 

Real McCoys, to the Taylors in The Andy Griffith Show, to the Clampetts in The Beverly 

Hillbillies. 25 Like Fox’s novels, these light-hearted sitcoms focused on the idea of the 

rural Appalachian in need of civilization and modernization.26 The stereotyping of 
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Appalachians took a darker turn in 1972 with the release of the popular film Deliverance, 

based on the popular James Dickey novel, starring Jon Voigt and Burt Reynolds.27 

Simply put by Todd Snyder in his 2014 book The Rhetoric of Appalachian Identity, 

Deliverance “scared the hell out of American audiences” by successfully encapsulating 

America’s fear of the Hillbilly – much as the yellow journalists did during the Hatfield-

McCoy feud.28 After Deliverance, portrayals of Appalachia took a turn to the horrific, 

with popular films such as Silence of the Lambs, Mothman Prophesies, and Wrong Turn 

introducing audiences to flesh-eating inbreds, moth-like monsters, and cross-dressing 

serial killers – all existing in the hills of Appalachia.29 

Recently, Crawford’s successful development of the Appalachian stereotype has 

come full circle. With the release of the popular 2012 History Channel miniseries 

Hatfields & McCoys starring Kevin Costner and Bill Paxton, there’s been a renewed 

interest in the feud. But like the sensational journalists before them, the miniseries put the 

violence surrounding the feud out of proportion, and made the whole thing look like more 

of a blood bath than it really was. For example, the final episode showed battles 

happening in rapid succession, while in reality there were years of peace between the 

families in which no fighting took place. It also highlighted the fighting between the two 

families instead of showing what feud scholars say all the fighting was really about: 

Devil Anse’s conflict with the Pikeville elite who were out for his lands and money.30 In 

the words of feud scholar Altina Waller, “We are left with a tragedy allegedly set in 

motion by the Civil War but sustained by nothing more than ignorance, excessive family 

loyalty, and ‘blood lust’ resulting in unnecessary violence.”31 The American public is 

again left with the image of the violent, blood-thirsty, simple-minded Appalachian. The 
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success of the miniseries spawned several popular books that also all but regurgitate the 

tall-tales told by T.C. Crawford and the other yellow journalists. It’s the retelling of tall 

tales and made-up stories that are responsible for the ongoing stereotyping of the 

Appalachian people.32 One of the popular books in question took a discredited scientific 

argument known as the Von Hippel thesis to explain why the people of the Tug Valley 

were more “hyper-violent” than others.33 The author stated that a study performed by a 

Vanderbilt University doctor found that “some contemporary McCoys suffer from a 

disease called Von Hippel-Lindau disease (VHL),”34 which is a rare, inherited disease 

that can sometimes lead to violent outbursts, typically affecting only 1 in 36,000 

individuals.35 What isn’t made clear is that this doctor only treated one modern McCoy 

family, yet the argument is made that the entire extended McCoy family suffered from 

the disease, explaining their violent tendencies.36 Not only does this story of a rare 

genetic disease further perpetuate the stereotype of Appalachian people as inherently 

violent, it places them even further on the fringes of society, making them more of an 

“other” in the eyes of the American public.   

Yet another of these popular books, Dean King’s 2013 work The Feud: The 

Hatfields and the McCoys: The True Story, showed that sensational tales told to excite an 

audience weren’t just the invention of yellow journalists and the sensational press. The 

author of the book described how he traveled to the Tug Valley in the summer of 2009 

accompanied by two forest rangers and his sixteen-year-old daughter.37 He was, he said, 

“the second chronicler of the feud to be warned off with rifle shots while researching the 

story.”38 Less than a year later, he was back in the same spot with two forest rangers and 

his daughter once again in tow, where he said that this time he was shot at with a pistol39 
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and “beat a hasty retreat to the riverbank.”40 It seems a little farfetched that a man would 

bring his young daughter back to an area where they’d been shot at previously. Likewise, 

it seems hard to believe that two armed law enforcement officers would run away in 

broad daylight without even attempting to arrest the men shooting at them.  

 The author also took another tale, again a likely fabrication manufactured by the 

yellow journalists, and presented it as historical fact.41 This involved the attempted 

shooting of Randall McCoy by a Hatfield ambush squad, originally told by John Spears. 

In this account, a group of seven Hatfields hid in the bushes by the side of the road, 

waiting for Randall to return from the Pikeville courthouse so they could kill him. When 

the son of the local magistrate walked by, the Hatfields told him to go to the courthouse 

and then report to them what clothes Randall was wearing so they could easily identify 

him. Not only did the squad fire at the wrong men, they only managed to wound two of 

them. Not a single fatal shot was made.42 This was a level of ineptitude that simply could 

not be believed – these were experienced marksmen, thirty feet away from their targets, 

and armed with Winchester rifles. A hit squad comprised of more inept New York 

reporters likely would have been able to score at least one fatal hit.43 

The elaborate set-up of the murder plan was also unbelievable. Everyone knew 

where Randall McCoy lived, and it would have been far easier to pick him off as he went 

about his daily chores.44 McCoy would have been a virtual sitting duck, the tree line went 

right down to his back door and it would have been easy to simply hide in the trees and 

shoot him as he went about his business.45 Simply put by Dotson, the tale of an “elaborate 

roadside ambush for men they could have [easily] picked off at home at their leisure 

makes [the Hatfields] look somewhat bloodthirsty and immensely stupid.”46 Once again, 
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the stereotype of the violent, dim-witted Appalachian is presented to the American 

public.  

 Even with hard evidence to refute them, these negative stereotypes have 

continued because self-styled “historians” have taken the yarns spun by the yellow press, 

re-packaged them, and sold them as “history” to an unknowing public. The stories from 

the New York journalists of uneducated simpletons, murderers, and violent ruffians could 

have easily been refuted, but that became next to impossible once they were given a place 

in history. But there are opportunities for future research and insight into this 

phenomenon, and, it is hoped, to set real historians on the trail of facts about the feud.  
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Chapter 5: Conclusion, Unanswered Questions, and Future Research 

The analysis of the Hatfield-McCoy Feud through the lens of contemporary dime 

novels and coverage by the New York press shows that yellow journalism was going on 

well before the years 1895 to 1898 – the years that many scholars use as the possible 

starting points for yellow journalism.1 While it’s difficult to say that the feud was the 

ultimate catalyst for the start of yellow journalism, it’s still a significant find because it 

challenges current information about the journalistic movement, and could lead to 

opportunities for future research.  

 This thesis also found evidence that coverage of the feud very likely had a part to 

play in the creation of the modern Appalachian stereotype. The process began with media 

priming and an audience that knew next to nothing about the Appalachian region. As 

more and more sensational stories were printed, the more and more people began to view 

Appalachia through the distorted lens the media presented. The stereotyping continued as 

the tales told by the yellow journalists were re-packaged by historians and presented to an 

unknowing public as actual “history.”2  

Analysis of pre-feud writings about Appalachia further reinforce the influence the 

media had over the public’s perceptions. These writings used words such as romantic, 

complex, and hospitable, while simultaneously presenting the people of the region as 

humorous, clever, and kind – starkly different from the descriptions made by the yellow 

journalists.3 As this chapter will show, these positive descriptions closely mirror modern 

testimonials made to counteract the negative stereotypes. 

While much had been written about the feud, there are various “holes” and 

questions in the scholarship that have been unanswered. One of those questions was the 
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involvement of Ellison Mounts, the only person executed for a crime committed as part 

of the feud.  No mention of Mounts was included in the newspaper coverage until his 

hanging in 1890, so this begs the question: was his involvement so great that it led to his 

trial and execution?4 It seemed to not be the case, because there were others who were 

apparently involved just as much, if not more, than he was.5 

The second issue concerning Mounts included the possibility that Mounts was 

mentally challenged.6 If this were true, as others made it out to be, could he have truly 

been involved unless someone was guiding him in what to do and say? Was someone 

using him as the accused “scapegoat” the entire time? If so who, and why? Who was 

hiding behind the countenance of a scared young man?  

Another gap in the scholarship was the apparent disappearance of Randall McCoy 

after the close of the feud. The Hatfields, who were widely viewed as the villains of the 

feud, remained prominent for years and eventually built a good name for themselves in 

their community. But if the McCoys were the ones being victimized during the feud, why 

did they all but disappear? Why would they not want to come out from the hills and make 

their case just as the Hatfields did?  

 There’s one possible reason that very well could be the answer for all the “holes” 

that many find in the feud’s history: the theory that there never was a Hatfield-McCoy 

feud.7 This is a radical idea, as it directly contradicts everything about the feud legend 

and what people have come to know when they think about the infamous feud. Some 

scholars even claim that the feud was simply an invention of the sensational press,8 and 

that much of the fighting that occurred between the years of 1882 to 1890 wasn’t between 

the Hatfields and the McCoys, but rather between Devil Anse Hatfield and the “Pikeville 
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elite” who were “intent upon getting the valuable coal land from Devil Anse Hatfield and 

company.”9 This theory states that the feud was a creation of the press, largely fueled by 

the Pikeville elite10 to make the Hatfields look bad, thereby increasing pressure on Devil 

Anse to give up the fortune in coal he was sitting on. This is a significant argument for 

journalism history because, if true, it challenges the popular assumption that the Spanish-

American War was the first media-created war.11 If true, it also adds further credence to 

one of the main points of this thesis: That it was the Hatfields and the McCoys that may 

have had a hand in the start of yellow journalism. This is a potential study that could 

influence American journalism history.  

 This theory could also potentially answer the question of why the McCoys pretty 

much disappeared from the record after the feud – because they were never involved in a 

feud with anyone to begin with.12 The only incident where any violence between the two 

families occurred was with the 1882 slaying of Ellison Hatfield followed by the lynching 

of the three McCoy boys. But even then, that was not the part of any feud but rather the 

administering of “rough justice” between two families. After this one isolated incident, 

there was peace between the families for five years, until the Pikeville elite re-entered the 

scene to stir up trouble.13 

 The Pikeville elite put “Bad” Frank Phillips in charge of a forty-man posse that 

illegally invaded West Virginia, capturing at least three men and killing two, one of 

whom was Devil Anse’s uncle, Jim Vance.14 The planned New Year’s murder raid on the 

McCoy homestead was most likely not an organized plan to murder Randall McCoy and 

his family, but rather to kidnap Randall, whereby he could then be used as a bargaining 

chip to get Devil Anse’s own men out of the Pikeville jail and ultimately end the conflict 
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with little to no bloodshed.15 But the group that led the raid on the McCoy home, 

according to Dotson, “under the leadership of the young and emotional Cap Hatfield and 

the almost surely inebriated Johnse Hatfield” ended in disaster, with two of Randall 

McCoy’s children dead and his wife critically injured.16 The botched raid severely 

damaged Devil Anse’s reputation, and left him facing imprisonment, death, or continuous 

pressure from a large, well-financed, and well- equipped posse for the rest of his life, 

which was not acceptable to the Hatfield patriarch.17 He eventually sold his land to a land 

speculator and quietly relocated to Main Island Creek in the Guyandotte River Valley. In 

this version of the “feud” it didn’t end with the hanging of Ellison Mounts in 1890, it 

ended when Devil Anse gave up his land.18 

 Further analysis into the theory that there was really no feud could change current 

knowledge about what happened during those years from 1882 to 1890, potentially 

showing that the “feud” wasn’t an ongoing battle between two families, but rather a 

manufactured media circus caused by the sensational press and pressure from a handful 

of the wealthy elite. This in turn challenges the popular stereotypes that have stayed with 

the people of Appalachia for years – if the “feud” that ultimately started the stereotypes 

never really happened, it would force people to question how much of what is shown 

about Appalachia is really true.  

 It’s also interesting to note that there have been various individuals and groups 

throughout the years who have presented evidence in direct conflict of the wider image 

manufactured by the media. For example, University of Chicago sociologist George 

Vincent, writer of A Retarded Frontier, found the contrast between myth and reality to be 

so jarring that he acknowledged “we had heard so many stories of the ignorance of the 
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mountaineers that we were somewhat disappointed by their familiarity with a good many 

things we had not expected them to know,” and suggests that the popular images of the 

Appalachian people were simply stories which “[had] about them a suggestion of a 

newspaper origin.”19 Likewise, author Charles Dudley Warner “found it hard to reconcile 

the standard reports that all mountain people are ‘ignorant . . . idle, vicious, and 

cowardly’ with his own experience in the region of nothing but kind treatment . . . [with] 

little evidence of demoralization.”20  

 There were various writers who weren’t so quick to adopt the Appalachian 

stereotype either, one being Cynthia Rylant, author of the 1992 Newbery Award-winning 

novel Missing May, which tells the story of a young girl being raised by her aunt and 

uncle in West Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains. Unlike stereotype-ridden literature that 

presents the people of Appalachia as simpletons, Rylant’s book portrays the people of 

West Virginia as a complex lot, who have a rich, cultural identity that must be 

deconstructed to see the complexities within.21 She does this through the symbolic 

representation of her uncle’s collection of ornate whirligigs, “The Mysteries,” “complex 

representations of ‘Thunderstorm, ‘Fire,’ ‘Love,’ ‘Dreams,’ ‘Death,’” and her Aunt 

May’s “Spirit.”22 This shows a deeper intellectual understanding and a desire for “an 

emotional and spiritual interiority based on family, love, and sense of place.”23 This is a 

far cry from the stereotypes that present the people of Appalachia as simpletons with no 

regard for culture or internal enlightenment.24 

Another novelist who didn’t jump on the stereotyping bandwagon was Francis 

Lynde, who frequently “critiqued novelists’ eagerness to typecast the people of the 

southern mountains (and the rest of the South).”25 In his 1896 piece The Moonshiner 
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Fact, the protagonist, an author seeking “local color”, stumbles upon a family of southern 

mountaineers. He immediately begins writing a tale of “bloodthirsty men and women 

‘whose regard for human life was a minus quality . . . [and] to whom all strangers were 

‘revenuers’ and as such to be killed without compunction.’”26 Lynde’s piece ended with 

the protagonist traveling heavily armed into the mountains of eastern Tennessee, where 

he discovered how wrong his previous perceptions were. He found the people to be “poor 

and ignorant and simple and primitive . . . but . . . as hospitable as the Arabs, as honest as 

they are simple, and as harmless as unspoiled country folk anywhere.”27 

 Not surprisingly, people from mountain communities raised some of the strongest 

criticisms of the negative Appalachian stereotypes.28 Ministers J.T. Wilds and J.H. 

Polhemus both passionately defended the Appalachian people against an 1895 address 

reported in the Missionary Review of the World, that accused “the mountain folk of 

carrying on murderous feuds, ‘moral looseness,’ and an utter ignorance of the outside 

world and Christianity.”29 Wilds stated that the people of the mountains were quicker 

than outsiders gave them credit for, so much so that they frequently “used outsiders’ 

expectations of native ignorance for their own ends for they are ‘[s]ome of the keenest 

minds and sharpest wits . . . [and] are forever hoodwinking strangers and commenting 

among themselves upon the ignoramuses who come from the cities ready to believe 

everything they hear.”30 

 But while Appalachian natives and various public figures were quick to condemn 

the sensational press for portraying them poorly, it’s quite possible, even probable, that 

the people in the region had a hand in stereotyping themselves. As shown in chapter 

three, while the West Virginia papers favored a straight-forward reporting style and often 
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condemned the yellow papers for their outlandish coverage, there were various Kentucky 

papers that fed into the sensational coverage. Many of the sensationalized stories told to 

the press had no connection to the feud whatsoever but, according to Dotson, “[Perry] 

Cline, [Randall McCoy,] and others in Pikeville adapted the tales to Tug Valley 

personalities and spun them for the visiting big city newsmen.”31 The people of Pikeville 

had two big reasons for doing this: To scandalize the Hatfields, making them appear as 

the aggressors, and to justify the murders of Jim Vance and Bill Dempsey, laying a 

foundation for the defense of the Kentuckians jailed for the murders.32 But while the 

people of Pikeville were successful in scandalizing the Hatfields, they also, according to 

Dotson, “stereotyped all of Appalachia in the minds of newspaper and book readers from 

1888 forward.”33 

 But while the media have flooded the public consciousness with negative 

Appalachian stereotypes, it’s still possible to “negate” those stereotypes and replace them 

with more positive images that represent that group of people in a better light. The fact 

that negative Appalachian stereotypes are still so rampant in the public consciousness, as 

seen by the spate of movies and books of the late 1900s and early 2000s, would lead one 

to believe that that may be due to there not being enough “good” representations of 

Appalachian people to counteract all the “bad” ones currently out there. A recent study 

found that, “[P]sychological basic research shows that negation during reception of 

biased information (and not later) can reduce a treatment’s impact on implicit measure.”34 

 As stated by Florian Arendt, “although there is evidence indicating that there is no 

substantial reduction in a media prime’s effect on implicit stereotypes owing to a low 

perceived validity . . .  the aspect of whether negation during encoding of some 
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stereotypic depictions can nevertheless ‘dampen’ the media prime’s effect on implicit 

stereotypes is a promising research question.”35 In other words, individuals will likely not 

negate stereotypes unless there is enough time, intention, and cognitive capacity to prove 

that the content being presented by the mass media is inherently negative and 

unrealistic.36 

 This suggests an interesting study on how the general public perceives 

Appalachian stereotypes. While negative stereotypes are largely available, what would 

happen if a test group was presented with images that portray the Appalachian 

community in a positive light, while simultaneously being told that they should negate 

the negative stereotypes? Some say the results would show that “just telling individuals 

that they should negate may be enough to reduce [the] detrimental effect” the media had 

on the Appalachian image.37 If such a study could be made successfully, it could provide 

invaluable information to those that would seek to negate the negative stereotypes that 

surround Appalachia, while at the same time finding a method to present Appalachia in a 

positive light to the American public.  

In the years that the feud took place, the Hatfields, the McCoys, and the entire 

Appalachian population, were presented poorly in a way that was not contingent with 

who they were as people and the way that they lived their lives. As this study has shown, 

there has been some research into how the modern Appalachian stereotypes came to be 

and the role that the media played in their development. But before appropriate action can 

take place to quell the spread of negative stereotypes and derogatory images, more needs 

to be found on their origins. Perhaps then real change can take place, and others can see 

that Appalachian people are not the same individuals presented in the media but are a 
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fascinating group of people with a sophisticated culture, a distinct identity, and a rich 

heritage.  

If this study has shown nothing else, it has shown the power that the media can 

employ when put into the hands of those who do not follow Joseph Pulitzer’s motto of 

“Accuracy! Accuracy! Accuracy!”38 Even if Pulitzer’s paper itself did not always meet 

the standard. But if dropped into the wrong hands, a large group of people can be unfairly 

portrayed and have to strive continually to rebuild a reputation that never should have 

been shattered in the first place. 
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11 A, EM.

T A FIGHT TO THE DEATH.
I ' -

t

,f Men, Women and Children Engaged

J in a Bloody Warfare.

The TlroloBa Vendetta Waged by
tho McCoys and Hatfiolds.

1 A "World" Correspondent Explore tho
. Soenet and Meets the Chlefi.I

A Terrible History Unfabled of a Qnnrter of
P n Century of Murder nuil Itobbrry More

Than Twenty Lives Ilttvo Been Hnrrl- -
Heed Since the Ileslnnltiff of the Feud

i During tho Ilebelllon I.oirnn County,
J Wen Virginia, nnd Plko County, Ken- -
j I tacky, tho Theatro of tho TrnKcillos
I r Every Citizen Bvrorn to Fcnlty to Ono or
' tbefothcr of tho Outlaw Lenders Cruel

, Mnrtler of Capt. Vnncc, Suriirliieil on tho
') Road by a Clnn of McCoy Twenty men

, with Winchester Held nt liny While
III Wife 1Vltncs.cs tho Fuslllndo Three
McCoy Tied to Tree nnd Riddled with
Ballet Justice Apparently Powerless.

WestVa,, Fob. 4.
a quarter or a cen- -
of a most remark- -
ruthless and bloody

warfare In tno
wilderness of!CnARLESTOv, Kentuckr and West
boundary the

has spread until the
of the two

haTO become
1 I This tireless

"VaflM I ilR death Btrogglo betweengjnrK the Hatflelds and the ilc- -
p9Brt4jj,JL Coys, waned with unre- -
"muMWS lentlng malice, has sent" a BCore ot 'ne rnembcrsfjri". - of the hostile factions to

M their Er&voa riddled with rifle bullets, and this
wholesale murder bids (sir to continue. To gather

K the history of this unparalleled warfare The
'tf World sent a correspondent who has traversed
M? the territory which for so many years has been tho
11 scene of these bloody fusillades, single-hande- d

I conflicts and reenrrent murders. In their rude
i'k log cabins among the mountains The Would cor-"-m

respondent has heard from the lips of tho outlaw
w chiefs the story ot their raids and the proud record
f of their pitiless vengennce. In this primitive com-

munity, where sohool children are taught to use
their Winchester rifles with unerring accuracy and

' every woman wears a pistol In her belt. The
World correspondent took bis life in his hand
while collecting bis facts, and more than once was
halted on the road to show cauBO why bo should
notJbe shot.
The men and women who have played a part In

tsese wholesale murders, arson and robberies havo
lived for generations In the depths of an almost
Impenetrable wilderness far removed from rail-

roads or telegraph lines. Tho Hatflelds on the one
side dwell In and control the entire county of
lagan, W. Vs., while the McCoys hold absolute
way In their turn over Pike County, Ky.
Although tho fend la of long standing aud'dates
back before the birth of many of the present partlcl--,
pants the entire populations of both counties are
arrayed against each other In relentless hatred,
and It needs but a single call to arms to summon

I scores ot riders armcdwltli Winchester rifles and
saddle-bag- s filled with cartridges. W bile not all

J ot these outlaws are McCoys or Hatflelds they are
sworn to allegiance to one side or the other, and
stand ready to sacrifice) their lives for the good of

I the cause. The arm of the law has never reached
them In their mountain retreats, and they recognize

, do authority and permit no Interference. When
Justice must bo meted out they become a law unto
themselves and Stale officials never trespass upon
their confines. When a United States rovenue
officer strays through the mountains searching for
moonshiners he is either disarmed and escorted to
the border or his body Id found beside the road.
Strangers are not wanted, and tho history ot their

; welcome rarely goes further than the echo ot tho
J rifle that warned them ot their Imprudence too late.
1 TUT BCBNB OP T1IE WARFARE.
I The County of Logan, W. Va., where tho Hat

fields live, is one of the largest counties In that
State In point ot territory. It lies at the southern-
most end of the State, and the boundary line ot
Kentucky Is the Tug Fork of Sandy Itlver, a nar-
row, rough and unnavlgable stream be-

tween massive mountains crowned with
timber. Logan County has a frontage on Tug
Illvcr alone of almost eighty miles and Is nearly
rectangular in shape. Logan Court-Uous- e, the
county seat, la tho only town. It Is situated on the
Onyan Itlver, about trdity-flv- o miles from
what is known as the ' Hatfield Settlement on
Tug." Logan Court-Hous- e has a population of not
more than 400 people. The buildings, with the
exception of the court-hous- e and Jail and a few
others, are the bouthern log cabins.

I X TTPICAL LOO CABIN.I When one of the citizens, with more wealth,
E pride or taste than his fellows, wishes to do some- -I thing wbloh will elevate hlmielf snd his family In

the locality and to cause his neighbors to look upon
L him as an arlitocratlo mountaineer, ho erects his
H cabin of dressed or bown logs and builds a porch
B or "leanto" In front- - The windows are small,H end frequently loop boles, made by cutting off a
fW sqnare section of a log In the walls, servo the ptir- -

pose for light and vcntllstloD. The chimneys are
jV built of small split sticks about one Inch in dtame- -U Icr snd three or four feet long, laid up In Orlb- -
W , Itinpe, one above another, with the Interstices
qL' tiled with mini. Ihe Uones aro generally one
mi itory nlsh in I frequently havd but 11 single room.
1 In this the family esu, sleeps and carries on itsIt asnal household vocations.1, The dally fare of las people Is very plain. Fat
1 Best, eorn bread and occasionally fresh milk and
I) butter are lae dally food. The family all alt around j

f
along table made of tie il board by tho hands of
tho proprktor, and help themselves out of largo
dishes upon which tho food la ptk'd. Tho moun-
taineer has no time for tabto etiquette, and tsblo
cutlery has given place to tho Angers. All ot the
household fnrmturo Is mado by tho man of the
house, who Is at once cabinet-make- carpenter,
shoemaker and has a primitive knowledge of all
trades. Tho shoes of the family, worn only In
winter, aro mado during stormy days, when little
or nothing can bo dono out of doors.
Many of ihcso Bmall log Bhantles contain as many

at ten or a dozen tonr.ticadcd, frowsy boys and
slrli, bareheaded and barefooted. Ility picnojt
from behind tho house or outbnlldltwx.and Blaro at
travellers with wlue-ope- n eyes and looks of aston-
ishment. As Tiik rtoKi.n correspondent rode and
walked along the banks of Tug ltivcr, otr pre-
cipitous ledges of rocks not more than three or four
feot wide, filly or a hundred feet abovo tho rocky
creek bed below, ho met somo of tne natives, who,
upon request, would point out tho home of this or
that citizen, frequently perched In some cove fur
np In the mountains, ihe Infrequent sight of a
stranger did not strlko them with plecxuro, and they
betrayed their suspicions that tho tn oiler was not
a friend.

HALTED BY A YOCTRFDL PICKET.

Ono afternoon, while- riding along a steep lodge
of Tug .Mountain with his two guides, The Would
correspondent came np to a youth,
about sixteen years ot age, who sat with his bare
legs dangling over tho precipice, throwing stones
across the ledge. A Bmall pqulrrel rifle lay beside
tho boy. As tho party approached the youth looked
up and said:
' ' Do you'uns McCoys or Ilatlleldst"
When Informed that the travellers were not In-

terested In the local warfare a look of disappoint-
ment passed over his freckled countenanoe as he
said:
"Ilowed, maybe, yon'unswuz McCoys."
Whether he was looking for the McCoys bs ene-
mies or friends was not Inquired, but the guides re-
marked that be was probably on picket duty. The
lad held his rifle across his knees until the party
bad passed out of sight, and seemed doubtful
whether ho had done his duty In permitting the
strangers to pass on without demanding a more de-
tailed account of themselves.
Pike County, Ky., also lies in tho depth of a

wilderness. Plkevlllc, the connty scat and the
only town, Is about sixty miles from the nearest
railroad or telegraph wire. It has a population or
about six hundred or seven hundred people. The
dwelling houses of Pikevllle ato largely log houses
except the public buildings. Tho county seat of
Pike, like Logan Court House, Is about thirty in I let
or more away from the McCoy-Uatflel- d settlements
and It, too, Is the headquarters of many of toe par-
ticipants. It is hero that they receive arms, am-
munition aid a strong moral support. Both coun-
ties are rich In coal and metal deposits, which crop
out along the hillsides, but have never beon devel-
oped.

ROW TDK MOUNTAINEERS LIVE.
Along the streams and highways which are oc-

casionally traversed by strangers are the better
ygMK class of log houses owned
ifflf "! by the more prosperous

fg -- ' M people. Among them
(SD"$5 fl there Is no lack of hos- -
u ' W pltilltr In their simple

szJm, AwX Af- - S'uoe the eaTly days

has generally kept as far
'flui(lMfjihff! awuT as possible. Often

WlwJiJfra V ,h0 dlstanco between
J&J9 neighbors Is not less than

S$W (2 three, or even live miles,
n5t and the only means of

one OP the m'cotp. communication U over a
highway that cannot be used even as a bridle
path, 'lbo nearest store to either the Hatfield or
McCoy settlemcntls thirty miles or more dUtant, at
either Logan Court-Hous- e or Plkcvlllo, Ky. Trips to
town aro made In summer and fall, when such neces-
sary provisions as sugar, coffee, clothing, and am-

munition are purchased. The citizens trade for these
articles ot necessity furs, hides, and 'glnslng,"
an herb which Is tbechlet natural product of the
mountains. Many of these people never uwa
railroad and never heard tho click of a tolegraph
Instrument. Ihey aro living y us they did In
trie car.y days of the original settlers a ago.
Churches aro few and fur between, and services
are advertised weeks In advanco by pianug the
word from neighbor to neighbor. There aru but
six school-hous- In the Connty of Logan, and those
are of very Inferior grade atid poorly attended. Tho
schools are kept a few months In the winter andare
closed us soon as tho working teison opens. From
0110 year's end to another tho natives have no
sinnsiments or diversions except an occasional
danco In some bcIiooI-uous- c. '1 ho great mountains
give them all tLo timber they cara to get out, while
"tlnalns" prows wild In tho underbrush,
' Saiigln," as it Is called, is one of the chief means
of support.

WOMEN WHO CAN 81IOOT.
The women do much of the work of digging and

preparing the herb, (pending wbolo days at a tlmo
away from their homes searching tor the plant, 'the
men are rougn, hardy, keen-eye- d and courageous
and of un irritable temperament. Moousaino
whiskey Is made la considerable quantities, while
a vile liquid oalled "stump," a mixture of apple
elder an corn when the former Is in prows of
fermentation, Is 11 popular bevcrsge. The women
aro large boned, robust an 1 muscular, and bave a
very nutcullne appurancii incy frequently
plougn, plant gram, fell trees und chop wood. 'Jo
their regular honsowork Is addod math of that
labor which In most communities Is done by the
min. Very few pretty, yonng
women cau ue found anywhere In all thoto moun-
tain ret Ions, lint what the women have lost In
personal cuarms they have gained 111 physical de-v- e
upmeut. They are excellent riders, inured to

all kluils of fatigue and exposure, and expert with
a rltle hi nee 'lie recent troubles between tno
fnrtluns, 111 xt of th mare going about armed with
p slots. 'I he Wohid correspondent saw one
woman chopping wood In a yard, ana around her
wa at was a belt whlcn held two he ivy calibre, re-
volvers, lie asked her If she cpuld nit anything
with them and her reply wa;
Must let come along hero and 111 show

yon. "
The man referred to was a McCoy.
the women aro good shots with the Winchester

rifle, and would think little of bring ng down
either a deer or 11 muti at a dlttinic of 4J0 jurd.

A fm IMF. N OP llRAMtKY.
While the correspondent wss stopping over

night with a famllr iromtiunt in the vendetta the
old 1 uly who presbied nt the talilo told how sho
had mado n discovery of thtee bear ends tinder an
mrootud tree wnlle hunting for "glutlug" last

rnABwa the ppars.
fall. The cubs were about the slzo of an ordinary
doc and wire too nimble for her to cateh She
followed them for two miles nnttl thcydmappcired
In a thicket. This worn in had no we ipon other
than her pickaxe, which sho had been using In dig-
ging glnslng," an I had no companion but her
dog.
Ihe scone of the Hatftcld-McCo- y war can bo

bounded by dr iwltig a line parallel with rug ltivcr
twenty or thirty miles back, ranking the latter the
dividing lino between the counties,

X vVt?A (T "

K V& cM 'if--

"'- V. -

s
Titr. scfse or war.

The mouth of Pigeon Creek forms the northern
boundary and the Hongns of Sandy tho southern
boundary, as shown mine diagram.

EARLY ORIGIN OF Tilt VENDETTA.
Although tho vendetta warfare tiiu been raging

not more than twenty-fiv- e years, tho causes th.u
have led to tho present state of affairs dato back
many generations. It Is only In snch a ruvged
country that aach a population conld be evolved
and It Is only among such people that the marauders
conld exist.tor years past the degraded condition and loose-
ness of morula ot matij of tho people of this dis-
trict has been well known, lhls Immorality, com-
bined with gtots Ignorance and the evils which
naturally followed, Dave bred a rouga class of

who held no law sacred and placed Ilttlo
value on human life. Quarrels and Hums between
different fumilles were irequent when, In 1WI), a
uiirttcularly attroclons murder attracted mora than
nsnal attention and arrayed tho peoi le In Iwo broad
tactions of bitter enmity. At that time the rebell-
ion was at Its height und the breach was widened
by the fact that the members of one faction were
Northern syiiiuiithl7erB while tho others were reb-
els. At the breaklun out of the war (.apt. Jamis
Vance, who was closclv lelated to the llatllilds,
wns an omcer In the Confederate armv and a prom-
inent citizen of Logan County. Acron the border
In Kentucky the McCojs, a large family, wero
officers In tho Union army, although n few mem-
bers wjio bad taken wives from the llattlcld family
are said to share nono of the present bitter hatred.

TIIK (IR.1T UUHDER,

In 1803 Capt. Vance made a raid along the Handy
River, wbero there had been a great deal ot rob- -

bery and stealing and not
TEgSW a few murders cuiuinlttcd
"SvisSri Dy bushwhackers. Dui- -
1?liy8ft lnir "ll r'1''' ttnco m't4". biyVfil Hiram McCoy, who whb

ICfr W5ilH oq ,no Union side, an I

. f)Wi)5! Hhot nlm without a rao- -
3S fcWJVlf lr'el11''' notice. McCoy
WlW. vKPW had alwavs been su t.

'lr mate frifiid of Vance, and
SwfWff ZA. uca '", outrage incensedWrTTfrSemfih, McCov's frMnls. 'I ho

"VaaSr eH&f- Hatflelds claimed that it1' VS ifwrts tno fortuno of warWJ -- nnd that Vanco acted us"7' he should have done. This
Z A" .'!'' tUi- - first blood shed'? in ihe wjriare that has

raced Incessantly evercait. vance. since,
borne time after tho killing of Illram McCoy by

Capr. James Vance, three men named Mc lols,
Artrlp and Locklurt, relatives of tho McCoys, de-
serted their company, which was attachid to the
same regiment in which Cant. Vanco was an om-
cer. Ihe Colonel detailed Vance to hunt up the
deserters, which he did, and found that they had
joined a vang ol thieves and r, who
were 1 lllaglug the country. Contrary to the usual
custom t ey wero not shot wucn capture 1, but
were allowed to go free. Directly after their dis-
charge Lockliart, Artrlp an 1 Nichols determined 10
kill Vance, and laid In wait for him close to ono ol
Vance's fields, expecting to shoot him while lie w is
ploughing. 'Ihe llrst day they lay liiainiiiish Vance,
having received Information from some source of
the Intention ol these three men, did nut
go Into the flciu. The next morning
Mrs. Vatirc, who Is tho bravest woman the co-
rrespondent ever met, went out of the house,
ostensibly to look for a cow, with the purpose of
muling where the men weie posted Shu c night n
gllinpe ot them behind a fence corner, concealed
i,y bushes through winch they had arranged looiu
holes. Mrs. auco went back to tho House mid
told her husband, who armed i.liufelf und slipped
out ot tno back door,wluI his wife dren the atten-
tion of Ihe would-b- e murderer' by walking about
the (rout yard, Vance tncceedod Hi getting In tho
reir of the trio and behind a trc-- when he opened
(ire upon ihem, killing Artrlp at tho ilrst shot apdputtnge'ght bullets through Lockburt. Nichols
got away with a slight wonud.

THE MUlllini OP WIMIAM STATION.
The next tioubloof n serious nature occurred

about ten ye irs ago, when two of Itaudall Mc-
Coy's nephews. Parish and Kjm, kll'od Wslliani
Htntton, 11 brotner-ln-la- of Kills Hot lit Id, It wassurged that the McCovs met Mtaiton on the toidnear Pond Creek, In Pike County, und a quarrel
arose. During the dispute ther shot htm, scrinuily
wounding him. The llaifleldt prcecuied the Mc-
Coys, bnt Ihe Jury failed to agree and ihey wore
discharged.
'Ihe troubles between the factions which had

quieted, as some of them appeared to have
thouiihl, agaiu rovlvcd
an grew worse unill JRrasS'Sc&t
threats of. killing a Hal- - 7 JrwS?
field or a Mccay wero uAAtVwi
common, and thero I WiuMwire a number of tight'). S rtTN "iritaAbout live or six years f 5. iitSlIfago Johnson llatlleld, r "'JXmQI
sunofCiut. Anson Hat-- I "tfcfCff
del 1, stole ono nt ltan- - TsVWv Wsjr
dull McCoy's daughters. JcS(. ) If-H-e

had been maklug love JmiKSii J&fto her for some time In EJiWfSJ AVrWopposition ti tho wishesof her parents, who iWpzfr'' '-- jS

would not permit him to VWfv' K' reome aooin the house. 7f Jjr .' jfOne night ho ran off wlih frLf? J r hher. Hatfield lived with r" 'the girl until tncy becamo cait. ans. HATuri.n.
tired of each other when she was alloned toga
What became of her Is nut known. lhls crime
tne McCoys did not have Hatfield arrested, lutthry swore ont warrants against him for rarrylnz
concealed weapons. They arreated him and took
Hint to Jientueiy, tint Ma. Hatfield mustered a

iftVslNUius&MalsjslJvyyBsbMid(iAjlss

sqtnrtl and overtook mom nnd released lip prisoner.
lly this tltnu 'M'icecsr rules wire becoming

plentiful and t'clr mwirrs cml bo found testing
ih m and shod got hir its nt nltnott any time In-

stead of ut vv nrk iiuout their I inn-- .
now una liATHKin vvv; kit tin.

Minrtlruttir ihooipturo and relens,' ot .lohnsnn
llati old an elei 11011 vvui held In Pike Countri
El Is llattli ll mid one or two 11 hers were proem.
The usual wind upnt a flgiit nccuired, Itiwhlili It
Is alleged that lulbot, I iirmer andltandall McCoy,
Jr., knocked l.ills Hutlleld down nnd cut him

111 p uios. i:ilis llveil ttiroogs the evening,
but It was uti stent that he could never recover.
Ah soon ns n. Ilstllel I hrnrd of the inurdrrous

on I. Ills he took with him two men, ralde into
Kentucky aim tannin d the time Meters who hud
attacked Mils llittiicld. lie brnuuht theee men,
TnlNdt, Huidall and 1 arniir. Into Wei Virginia
at a point on II ickbirry creik, whero they held
them until they leirnid of Kills llalfleld'sduath.

Tlkll TO TRFkt AND 8IIOT.
As soon ns the word came liny tied them to

trees, with melr hsnds bound btliiud them 1111.I
their feet lestined. Tho rcgtiia ots then

stnoil nir Bill lelsuMy shot thuii to
doith. Oncot til'; men, If nnttwu, of llallleld's
crowd pleaded for the lives ot the men, but Ans.
Hutlleld sirnri he would kill Hum nil three for
otic." 'Ihe nun Ihen asked llailleld to nro the
yntingeat) a imr of nut III cen vcir. Hatilold's
reply was a Dash of Ins eye und slgiillUaut no so ot
hla rule. 1 he Lang then took careful aim and

RinPLFD WITH HATIIEID IlfltPTH.
riddled tho bodies ot tho prisoners with bullets.
After kllllut' tho threo McCoys tho Hatflelds went
away and left tlioni tied to tuc llie, in which con-
dition they wcic lound the next day bv Homo one
who was piMHiK. 'J lie men who did the killing
were All'. , l.llas un I .tit nunc llattlcld. '1 hey nil
deny Ih it they nrtlclpited In It

J lie llat ileitis were nlso accused with hiving gone
Into Kentucky 11 run duya alt, r tho murder ol tho
tlireu McCoys and shut two men. ,lnnu and Hen-
derson bent were walking ulong the rom whui
they wero llred upon and both wounded, John In
tlio sliouldir nnd Hcnderain lu the leg. lloth
wounds were serious, cut not fatal. The Hatllclds
atp suld lo ave apologized for this snootlnir, os
liny mistook the Sotts for lUndall McCoy und his
son ,11m. Ilierc wete In this nlfalr ivvo Ilnlflelds, n
111111 named .Mitchcl, Harvey tuiltli and Muse
Christian.

THE M'COTS TAKE A HVND.
Up to this lltuo the llatuclds appear to have done

nearly nil the killing reported. Ihctc wero n mini-b- ir
killed wnoso numes are forgotien. After the

murder nf Hand ill, Jr.; Farmir und Talbiti Mc.
Coy, Jelf McCot Is alleged to have killed Fayette
WotTorl, of 1 lko County. Alter tho niutdir of
Wofford .luff made his escnre Into Logan C'otin'y In
tne ueighbrnocd nf Wnte Creek, whero ho re-
mained nbout two months with a mau named llal-tor-

About tno timo tho twomonths Hail expired
II illord and Jen McCoy lell out with a nun named
al ace, who had married a niece of McCoy. Tne

nomuuhnd left WnlUco und tone home to hir
father, a limn nainod Daniels. VAatlaco and the
dispcrado Cap. II tOeld went after her, bnt did
not Und her. They found her mother, and Hatfield
In a tit of rage gavo her a brutal vv nipping wllh a
coulnil nhlcli lie tatrled in his pocket. A wurrint
wt.8 sworn out for Wulluce, and Jed McCov vv us
placed 111 e'largonf the paper. Why the warrant
was not guttcnont for Cap. HatOcld 14 explained
only br the fact that tniy were all ufrnd to
arrest lilm. Jclt McCoy nndortook to capture Wal-- 1
ice, and ordered htm to surrendi r while he was In
company with several others. Wallace lcliucl to
submit und McCoy deliberately Bitot hlui, wounding
blin severely. McCoy then ran uwuy.
Cati. Hitlleld nowtcok a hand In the game of

arrest and lenrrott. Ho went after McCor and
caplutol him and turned him over to 1 nomas
iillace and .N II. Nichols to be kipt under guard

Wniu ihey got nbout one mile from the scene of
Iho arrest, ulong tt 0 ireck, McCoy broke
away from ins ca.nnrs and ran, plnug.
tng through no crick and over the Held
to tho Study Hlvci. Ilepiunsed Into Ihe stream
and swum ncro-w- , and was atccudlng tho bink
when the ot era fired upon him, killing hint In-
stantly, 'lhls murder, llku a majority of the
otlnre, was dne to the fact that the legally

nutnorllles of Kentucky and Mist
placed the pu crsfortnu nrrcAt of 1 10 Hat-

flelds und McCoys lu Hi" hands oftitlr most
ilea llr enemies, thereby giving them 11 scml-lo.i- au-
thority, which they quickly took, udvautagc in to
do aay w th their enemies. In tne last tight
mclithued lhls seeuicd to bo thecjso 011 ihe v est
Mrglniusldc, and tho same rule holes good as to
Kentucky.

RAtDINd ACI10S THE BOKDklt.
Kentucky, alter the last tirrlble crimes ot the

Hatflelds, offered u renurd aggregating about
f- -c tS,W0tor Aua. Ilatfleld,jTjSti Johnson and Can. Hal.

T.fc fiirfefts. "ll'' autl lno', Mltciicl.
WKF-BagJ5$- ?! Frank Phillips, one of

)v TsBSa' tno worst ot the McCoy
ioK ,i;y gang, was at the tune
A. J Del uly bherur of Pike
f&3?Ls ilh County, 'lo him were

k Utt'i some or all ol t 0lizi s "y tfvl), w " "" M a" e" n"('AtiY J W l,e lea B "' 'i'" Logan
'''iff 'I fi(!' County, and about ten- mlCHWfstof 'lug Fork,
frank rim til's. in Logan County, up--

tnted'lhoin is Chambers, step fattur of tno man
the warrant really mtiitit, lie cuiriul him back
lino like County, Ky. , and plund mm In
Jail. Shortly fur thl the same crowd, wit
Kiulqfky inpeih, rained Into Went Mrgiuli,

und ub meted Moo Chrstlm mil Mlkirk
Mil uy und took thorn back to Kentucky und JalUd
them.
M itttrs were growinr more depera'e on both

sides, and news eaincof un Intended aid y the
Mi Coy faction. S3 much blood had been shed that
the llutflc'lds tnoiighi It fair to give their eiiemlis
Wnrui g that w mid rcce ve a warm vvtlcotun
ll tncy utteinttcd lo trespiss upon the farmers do-
main. Acnordnulr tl i lol owing r 111 irkaule let.
t r vv is cent to thu McCoy leader-- , ut l'lkcvilli,lat
Anctut:

My nntno is Nat llnillcld. I nm not 11

single Individual by 11 go id many, and we do not
live on lug Illvcr, Inn ne li, all over t ilsc iuu't.
We haw been told by mill from ynuri'iunty t
you and yoar trewiue Ulug 1 1 Invide lhls ceiinty
tnrthe purpiiM) of laklti the llailleld boys, and
uovv.klr, we, u In nuiiibi rut pri'Cut, do notify you
that If yon 1 ome Into ilii" lounty to take or botlicrany ot the Hatflelds, wo villi follow you to hell or
tike your Mile, and If nnv of tno llallleldi ire
killed or bothered In any S wo will charge It up
lo you, und jour hide will pay the penalty u
aro not bothering you, and neither nro the
ll.itfklJs, and as lung as you keep
y iur hands on Login County men, we
will not do anitlinu, bin If yon. dun t ki p your
lands oil nm men tnere Is not ouuof ynu t ut will
be Icit lu six mouths. I here Is pri sept it ml, time

if tin men who r guided nutlets at tutsiico a short lime ago, sikIhk tan get as 111 ,n iswo need In six hnnrs. We nave a habit nf makliu
oui -- nurse lavvyirs keep their boots on, and we have
plenty of good, stiong vropc It'll from bunging
vMlliaius.and our huniuui il.da knot for ynu and
laid It quietly away until we what you do. Wo
havo no particular pleasure in hanging dogs, I ut
we know you and h ivu counted tne miles und
marked the tree." mrs, piacefmly a long as you keep hands
off, but with heil in our necks as soon as you make
tho btake,

I'KESIIlKNT AMI SKfRFTtnV
OP TDK IcHUS tOrNTY 111 llll ATIIUS "

In now of this evldenie ihut the luttl Ids were
ready for battle, the Mil nys cmicliiils.il to kiep
quiet for a time. As the Hatflelds tlmu lit over the
ilic.ul arrest of Moso Chrmt uu and Selkirk Mc( oy
(tvh was a Iremluf tUc Irtuilelds), thsy became
inoru and more enraged.
tin Uat New 1 ear's night they commuted the

most nu rageons minders that they had yet been
gtnliy of.

vNonirit Tnirip rseTcuritv.
On that evening about a dozen Hatflelds, It Is said,

under Hie leadership of ca. Hat ti- Id, surrounded
ltan is McCy s house, u loublv tog osuln which
was situated uoont ten piles Irom the mouth ofPond Creek, In Kentucky They called upon Mc
Coy to surrender. McCoy refuted to oome not, snd
be and bis son Calvin fired several shot ut Ihe

..,.. t,rAjtiI - lt irwAliilli jt

Hatnclils, with Ilttlo or no elfect. Ilndingthiymild ut utter get McCoy In snrren ler nor re k
lulu the house, Ihe Hiitiic-M-s set lire to the buildingnnd stood bnok wuitliu lortlin uppuir ncn in thuf itnlty. One nf Mel oy's daughters, Aliaru, openedthe uoor nnd liokeil out. rii'innirid t up,
llailleld and railed film by mime, and him if
ho Intended to kill the vvniinn, Mie win Hintttioughlho head, It Is ilainnd by C'ip. llutneld,brcausoslio nad ruogulcd him. AttnIng of the klrl, ami Jut ss tno roof nm ubniiito fill In, Itaudall McCoy mid Ms sonCalvin spring through the scolhlng nanus andstalled to run. A bullit from a lluiililil ntte fuumllidiuent In the lir.dn of tne boy, und lie tilldotlJust ui thu outer edge nt the blaring fire, old nun
vlct oy ran tor Ihe ivin Is, nrliig Ids iiielies,r as
he went. McCoy wounded twj nf n latita,
nil not seriously. 1 here was MM aunt ur humanbeiug lell In tho b'arlnir fitrnaie Mrs. Mel oy 111

ol I woman nf lerlups ytnrs 01 aje. siin
lemalned Inlliu iousu until the heat ecuni" so in.tuuu us lo blister hir face uu h. ids nnd to a t
her Hollies on tire, vv en lie inshid mil, only tolemet with u blow Iruinllio builtiidoi .iinvr re-
volver, whli 11 lellei h r in the nrnuud wlin a
enisled skull. .Mrs. McCoy was Hill living ut I st
iiccoiints, but will probably never ontliily rrcovir.Itaudall Mi Coy cinalnlr has been aiiiinforlitnain
nail, lour nf his hoi a and olio dauglilp', nnd
perhaps the companion of his old age, ll ivo all I een
killed In lite deadly find belneni his family ami
thu Hatflelds, an I perhaps tho eud Is not ) el.

IlKUttAlOltS ON THh WAlirATII.
lllretlly alter the murder of Itaudall McCoy's

family und the burning nf his house, i rink l'hli isled 11 croud ot McCoys In 0 Logan 1 nuuly. On
Jan. 0 they arrlcd m Anson llallleld's Imu-- but
lie hud no ird of tlulr coming and to tne
hills. '1 no next day thesamu crowd, unw number-
ing twenty-thre- n out up '1 hacker Crick tuwurds
Mute Creek, still lu Iho scitch of Ans. Ilatilild.
'I hey captured a 111 111 nnmud Dave llimron on
Male Creek and forced him to go ulong as a guide.
Admit two miles down 'I Mucker Creek they nrresie I

William II. Fcrrcll nnd his bay. 1 he boy had a lino
Winchester gun, which tho cipiors kept. Daniel
Christian, an employee of Fctrell, win also cap-
tured nnd takuu ulong. All nt tin parties abivc
mentioned were captured In West Virginia on Ken-
tucky warrants.

THAI1IC JIPIIDKn OP OAPr. VANCE.
On Jon. 7, tho McCoy gang went up Thacker

Creik about twoanduuc-hil- f miles to the residence
of Capt. James ancc, but Cap. Vance and Ids
vvlfo wero away. Ouly ono oftliu chlldrcn.u young
girl, remained, 'ine nulluwa took ol
tne tioiiie, und threalcnid to kill the girl, ami
her father when tiiuy should find him. Ineytlitii
went thtough tho house mid robbed It of every-
thing ot valnr, greodlly cither Ing up all tho W

cuttrldges tney tonnd. 'Ihey told iho ginbcfoiethey leu that tbey Intended lo, kill Cnpt.
nucc not th it they had anything against hint, nut
siinuly because tney vv anted his Wlncn stcr rlfli.
Alter tho robbery, tho McCoy gang left, golugln
tho direction of Muto Creek. 'Iho uccount of the
light and tho murder 01 Cipt. Mucolvvlll till Just
as It was told tno by the old lady whoso pom all is
Bliown in uccouip mjlug cut :
"About 1 01 lock capt. Vnncc, Cop. llattlcld

and 1 were coming home over Iho mountain uiiuiit
one milo ticluw 1 hacker Creek. Capt. anresat
don n to rest, while I went on. I bad lust turned
a bend when I taw 1 rank Phillips, with about
twenty men, a few jar is distant, coming towards
tne. As soon as ho saw mo he asked mo nhire I
was going, and I n piled, Home.' Just then
dipt. Jim, who had heard tho noise, called out and
asked how many tiiero were, und I called to him
that there were about forty.
'"Ihe Capialn was 011 top of tho mountain and

pretty safe, but he did a very foolish thing. He
run down the mountain side about scveiiir-flv- e
yards In my direction Just as tho McCoy g mg camo
lu sight, As sum as they saw him they opened
flte. '1 he Captain find too." I was about hall way between tho two. Capt.
Vance was about tw enty yarns above me while tno
McCoys wire the anio dlstauco below. 'Ihe road
took a curve hero nnd Iho men all Jumped to n treo
und then they begin to flm ns fast as they coabt.
1 stw tho Csptsln when lie wus struck rj rat. Tho
bullet hit lilm In the hip and went clear throu--
him an I he settled diwn, nqt ho did not glvo up.
lie settled down behind a small toiten locust
stump about six Inches In diameter and tired bis
Wlucncsleras fast as ho could. Another bullut
struck him In tho shoulder, but he kept on firing.

HULLETH WlimltMl OVrit HER 11KAII.

"I stood still right between ihem and ktpt my
face turned towards tho Captain most of ti u lime.
'1 lia bullets flew all around me, and the Mccors
yelled to mc to sit down. I 'old tlieni I wouldn't,
when one nl the rrowd yelled Shoot tile woman
tool' Itold'nu to shoot If tiny wanted to. I iml
no anna and couldn't tire back, but I wouldn't hit
down for them or any other such a gnng of cow-
ard'. All this time tlio nrlnir was going on. A big
bullet struck the stump behind wlilci.;the Ciptulu
was sitting. 'Ihe dust flew out of Ms coat, but 1

knew it didn't lilt lilm. It struck thr coat loo fur
buck, but Just then uuothcr bull s ruck lilm, mak-
ing tho fourth, und he sort of liancd over and
cried out: 'llally at tho topot tho hill, biysl' I
knew then that bo was out of his mind and was
dying. Hut even then bo drew his pistol, hiving
emptied his W molester, nnd fired three more
shots, when tho putnl fell ont or his hand.''Ihe last bullet the Catdaiu tired seemed to come
almost snuurely st me. Ho had lost his strength
mid mind tno Just then
1 saw 1 rank Phillips slip- - MiSiSS.plug around me and oil fT5-!e- il

to tho lelt of ray old (if "lman. I told htm not to ey M
snoot any more ss thu Vjvflfw j)
old siin was dead al- - ,;,iAv A v flililhready , but he kept on uu- - 'WSlHi 'rlx I vtA(i
til hu got rUlit close up l(uiYvW'TrX iSAUiSf
to him In the rear, when 'iXitvwi!rfi'he placed his gun lo Ills 'Jf VcC khead and blew the top ,
ol the Captain's head off, 1 I

Just as I came running 1)
un 1 got there Just lu ' Jtime to hear the Captain
murmur ' Ood havo mer- - Mn. vance.cyon my soul!" wncn ho fell over and expired.Iho murderers then sirliued Ihe boJy of theweapons aud everyihlug valuable and then leftand wmtnu down the creek."" What hud become of cap. llalfltld!""lie only fired three shots out of his W Inches-tc- rwhen he wus struck In the palm nf the nuiid by
a bill, when he luriio lain mi aw y, Kuviug ir.old nun 10 tight It out by him.. If. I dun't thinksimuchof hs euurago its I use to. II li'd ttenin P1I.1-1I- I d right there before I'd rnn uwuy uullift a frifiul.'" Wet e ynu not frightened when you stoolthe two nrisT'
".No, watn't a bit afraid I Lellevo 1 couldhavo held my u ion nut and mug it 11 nounlu baud-j- ulot bullets, but I wu.n't 11 b ufraid. Aiicisiuhas only once lo die, iinyhonr, an I to dlo by 11 nul-I-u iih good us any. "" Whut dIJ 1 on do alter Iho men who had killedtho Captain lell?"

WA1CIIIMI IlKSIPP the 110111.

" I went and l.i him out the lust 1 conhL Then
I went up II r hi I a mile or two, but 1 c m d lludnoboly tohel tnu brliu ihe body linnc. 'Ihey hadUrutiolf, si I lUius btckaiid g)t 111 ap, iiimudIng to go up on tho mountain win le tic I ipt 11 lay
iiml 10 chop oinn wood and hu Id u tin 10 lt by
until 1 lould ultracl the intuitu. 11 ot sotuulmih.Ilmjuitasl wis going out Hie 1 Un 11 nclghoorcamo and got tne ixe, md .11 irt y a torn irdimuru euuie mid Ihey nruuirhi tno i.odj Home."

lll.W Will TIIK WAR IND
Whether tho Governor of Kentuckr wbl release

the irlauiicis taplurul luWest Mrguia mil
in lluvdli, Ky., upon Iho iniue.tol thei.uveruor of West Milnli, will In I token fir nil

i Interest, Ihi met ting nl the uints ol tnetwoSiiiioOovetumciits- - ijt. (,cn. II iys, .11
ami vir VMlllani Mniiuti, nl Wosi lr.tnuto e eld so 111 at PukvUIp, may n-- ult lu .1 in

smiu gol in c dliicllou of l te sett m, nt of tne
ulfilr. Hut r m 'aln tnut t iere Is b.n one wer loput 11 stop lo tuc veqdeltn atto.i titer, mid th ,1 Is
for Ihe two Mat (Riveruiuiiits to arrest nil . t themm Implicated and to puuisti them by the extreme
penalties of the I in. 'lo do lhls will 1 n ud andanger ill on the Ui, ll uuihnritiis undcan hurdiy be nicompllstied nil out more hiood-snt-

ilia outlaws nf mitri taitloiii kiiinv that
surrender and Jusilco mean I'eitn. un 1 0yuro the snrt who prefer to di, If die they
liliist, lu their bonis. 1 e liwlesa raids a, lots It cbnrdir br arruid tostes irmn tacn s ate have
all only plund ti u two tmvi mors upon stratum
Krius. Harrmis ar out fn i'io an t ut
Die a.'i rs of the d ipera 1. p, but un ot'l. pit can
be lound n lb) will 11n.lt rl Ik. t g 1 Into ihe inoiiii.
tuln wlbls aud pprrhtnd tuc men. In one Man
are 'eviral rlo iers In Jul arris etl and lell by
Sticrilts nm) ejtcuitud tueir p i.iers In territory
when Hum ha I in Juriidlillnn. In tho niblst of
tnlsslnte of ailalrsa newcomplleaiion Is I kelr tn
ariee autl taune the literltreiico of the I nltid
siates autiiorlMes to prevent tunptilng rrlin 11,11
nulls, wnnli Is now bung indulged In Willi Im-
punity. Whenever any eon p 'un lulhorllyuinvt s
against Ihe lawiesi despers'ines mn witosu heads
II prrmlum h is I ecu set a si 1 ne f murdi r Is prom-
ised Hut will put In the shado all previous buiuu-erli- s

lu this nbd communl y.

Tho miners of WPkubirrc la . have resolved
to give one day's pay eich 10 their brelhicnou

I strUe lu lbo Lehigh aud icnujikul legions.
t

f-r-
fl 1 U i In IKa W0 m 111 I I
Still Holding tho Lead in tho

Garden.

Panchot, the Postman, Only
a Few Miles Behind.

Britishor Connors Too Stiff to Con-tin- uo

in tho Contest.

Sullivan, the Bangor Ghost,
Faints on the Track.

Albert Promises to Dn I OH Mile. To.Day
Pnrson Tilly Dolus Well In n I.lncn
Duster Arab Htniu niaklns a Hspele.i
i:nort-l)- ny nnd III " Ob, ninry !" Over-lurnln- sr

the lllsiunl Prrillcllous or III
Friend. Tn lor the Kre.liesl Illnn In the
Curly .lloruliia llrrly ('nlng In a Long-lii'iu- rd

Iliinnliig (inlt The Cnlorrd Itoy,
Hurl, In No (.rest Hurry (loldeu Heel.
I UK Oir the Imp. nt n Dog Trot Utile
tint reeling Metier Tho Mwll'i-Foot-

(ruusrr doing to Pieces.
TI1H Hf'OUi: AT 10 A. ,11.

v. - jr. x.Albert 277 (1 Dillon iih a
(Sucrrcro. .1(07 btilllvitii 1H3 0
I'linthot "71 Slnclulr .... 187 4
Hurt 2HI 7 Vint 1M 3
Way 220 flTajlor 1B0 2
.'.loom 212 iliiirkcy 118 4
Ooltlon 211 (Collins 174 0Hern 2G1 lt HU 1
Mroltel 211 .lolmson 100 1
Noreitmo 222 2lTlUy 100
Cox 200 7

It was foccy, colJ nml drenry ontalilfi this
uinrtiiiit. nuil iiifiitle Mmllsou Si'tinrii Oar-tli-

when the (u8 coiiiinuy nml tliu nlinmino
ollicinlly iiuuniiuceil llint iii(;ht --Ans ciiiloel
nml uuotlier tiny beuii, whicli wus somo Ilt-
tlo tuuo lioforei Olil Sol roused himself nuil
befiiiii to itmlvo feolilo efforts to throw
a little light throni-l- i tho Bkyllf-ht- s

ilown upon tho Kiivvdust truck of tho
biv-iln- y Ro.ns-- j twenty of the
liiilf.liiiiidroil slnrters iu the fjrent eniluronco
rnco htill retiinmi il iu the procession.
'Iho others lmil fitllon by the wny, tho
of blistcnil feot, strained nuMes, ip-niR

htoinncliH, vvollcn Knees, iullumoil lungs
mid other ailments not counted on when tho
unfortunates so bravely nnd confidently pSld
in their $2,1 entry fen nnd confidentially in-

formed their friends Hint they wero Rood for
threo months ou tho track at six. tulles an
hour.
It looked " easier tlinu rolling off a log "

thin. It looked differently uftor a trial of n
few hours.
When tho tiny dnwned Mlmmio Albert still

led. Ho had never done anything elso in
thirty hours or moro. Aud now he seemed
to bo still (rood for n week. Yesterday morn-
ing ho Kind quietly. " I hne laid out 105
miles for my work for to.dny. I shall havo
L'J-

-, milt s ut midnight."
Ho did bettor than Hint. Hehnd 211 mil s

to his credit when tho midnight scoro wns
ri'ooiilcnl. 'Iht 11 lin took two hours' tdci p.after which ho did five miles an hour until
dnv lireiik.

I he struggling niidlcncp, or that smnll por-t- n
11 of It tlmt wns nwnut , elnpped their luindsslicpilj on Ins it tm 11 to tliu truck, but Hiiro

w ns iinothi r tin iiiiingi'ini'iit thuii tint to theuu 1 smiling fellow who plods nnd is a crn-tli- 'i
icii. His iipptiiti'iits lmd nono of them

ovt rliiknii him 'Willi' he slept
I'uiifliol hud sli pt, din rn ro lmd slept, and

Hurt 11111I Hi rtj nlniie lmd kept up their snw- -

t i) oMt'i'k there were only two laps(iiiiriero und J'niiihot. but thev wero
Blill sit vviiio milt h In hiiitl Albert. Hurt midlUrly must go nmre than u hundred timesnnmiul tie rv.i ! iiRthonnig track before
tin v 1 nu r in h his ltgitre.

Mnt wuiiilir tin n Unit .limnup Albertrrnspeil his wnlhiiig-emi- u with 11 Ilimor gtip
mnl set out ntMin vviihn bright, hopeful eye!
I'nrson 'I lily's Ii 111 fiiumi wns t ovt rid bv 11

linen diislor, mid hu walked dejitti'illjol--
though he hinlregniiicd

iavw4J5A mill li of iho ground
lii 'ost '" lis '"h' 'leep
tZTl '' Jl'didav nuil wos

)cl5rei iM not lnsl 111 the nice.
Vt $ Tuj lor. the ermoiit

I yC v l'le rnti-r- , was tho
ifl! $? 'ri shesl mull on Iho

"v?V4f Irmk. despite his big
Jir-- hod mid nanv. ears.'W. vvt Il) tl1" "oro 's'Vr" v merino shin, linenJHVj yNi tiouers, blue. bus- -l" Spenders, sotks and' ciiiulslon 11 Ivertise- -no r.rv. mr. i.t.. uitnt. He wll:ed
iiintl , in a brown stuilv. When tho news,
ini 'i r In is iiriived " Norm " bought The
Worn 11 mid rind it ns ho walked.
Moid, the Audi, lmd "foiled his tent,"

ficurntlvi ly nnd " slhutl stultii nv,av " to
si, t p He wns n the bottom of the list nml.
di spitn liis iii.iliilent boasts of how he would
don waiting Hue so foxy, ho had uevoi once
tun le his four mid a half milts iu 1111 hour.
Iiespile tho gloomv tort boilings of his 1

it frn nils, hum I)a mid hisvvar-er- v , " Oh,
Mir,v'"weu still on the traek nnd iu good
spirits In fntt S.iin hud blued tret ly for
mi. ml lours souii thing about spinti. Hu
was ninth 111 Hie race at dnv brenk.
Dun llirlv put out din ntlieisliy Retting n

liing-genrt- il riiuniug gait during the niglit,
und the rest hnd testified their discomfort by
dropping tho gnlt alter triug it with him for
a few rounds. Hut Herty was not frtsh.
Trunk Hurt, tho " cheerful colored boy,"

iil tgjfwristlio cleanest and most unconcerned of - Jp fl
V'U tn,p" on Ul trnck' l,J M u o l iHli'lrrv. kept going. W ,l?9

wli! '0""0"'. H'o nritishrr, wns in his J3I 3fl
coudilion

1 ro,ortcd to u u "ot tho best t49 1
l,!.!.i t',",P0,- - " irooa.nalMroil, looked I'filaid strninpj. Ho smiled wofally 1f2 Mwhen asked how ho folt, and then did a con. Mm tm)lo of turns at a dog trot to show how bo iCM IMwould answer, j?i'3 rDS

liVy-- Ji1"1 Mlet than yesterday, and WM .S,?Jrnn othors ran. $S JEMWnt Collins, of whom it was predicted VM W3
niglilfnll, still kept up his slow but stcatly fH --JflUwalk ncnrlv nt the bottom of tne list. M Si! co"''ioii was also brticr than It & "fifflwrw jcstoriinv, and his eye more hopeful. OM'iti.T. lmi1 '- tu ootid place. ffltJ$MOiierrerr. during last evening, and was SBtwo miles ahead at cockcrow. &M$fMWhat was iloho for the flrat six hours of tht fH MMthird day of tho rnco is shown in this tabUt tiHIfltub RcotiB moM 1 to 0 a. it. B 9
Albert 3 H ill 2IH.il 211 Ki aiTriPio --fl2'?slt ilrrrern Jll.il 2X1 0, ij7 I l)1 J dvi 9rnj1t t II IB 0 MS II .38 7 dll.4, fJlG ft Ml 5 W
Her" '.a- - 0 lid il jij7.ii fAiA s SmI'"lden '817.0 Vil.S 'Jjj.l I , ' SK KillMoon, jK Uisii SMJHIllJIIits 3lB IMSHtfoW.1 Jls'S ti'WJfSiB110 1 Ik 1ir.... I.,... in o m u vSi.il : i J' a'ts's IISN"r-m- " ioo.o l'so1 ioj.3 iou tjB.liMIni illi.ll. 101,0. 1J4.0 104 0 HIT 1 1US SMS'" 1'B.I 1W.II 174 361 17J.1 Wi. ISOVint ITK.l1 1702 ITU. J 171 1 174 l0l 9BaHHalllssn, ...... Iflflll 1C0U irs 0 171 171 ll mi &WMMneUIr 10.) 0 ISO U lOi 1 07 5 nils 1711 'MTsrnr noo I mi. ii ion u non uns 1711 .f)i.M
Tidy ...... 14'.6 I4S.6 IMS 1JJ0 "44 SS'S SiHH
0n"rs 17H.0 JBI.a lii.i 18J.1 laiil Inlt 'lllfH

bcore moit 7 to 12 a. it. Sui U
Aamr, TA . f7i8.lliJr lO.lT 114, M. U Jr. JK3 JM

Albsirt 20 Fn "a77 "arsT Z WSlMtlnetrero . Jfi6 5 2s a 'jt 2 5 v3VVr.4Sr.nclu.t .... aw.11 asi.o sos a . SBJiMllertjr atH.I 29)0 B T. iTjKiJtM
llsrt 347 U5J.J 2111,3 vsiH1K31tlold.n 2J0 1 3I4T.2J1U - 8hBMunri,,,!,... JAJiJ Jl JHO skrVAclHDsj, 2 '1.1 3i4 4 220 i I'M &SNtrokel. . 21H B 321 4' S jtBm WMNortldso.... 204 41 211.71 217.0 Z JK1Btlos 1IM.3I 1U8 41 10S.J -Milan 1SH.1 im B 1U4 6 Z EmT'SUM
Vint 1B3 7, 18S I 100 4 Z sCMsalLVinnem 1H2.1 181 1 183. IQX'SKulllT.n . . 170 0' 17(1.1 11. u tSnMTsjlnr 171.2 178.:! 18J i ffif9sincuir.. . 174.0 nu. i ini 1 aKii'isBnilllns..A. 1010 100 4 17.10 - 7tHsVTill IM 0 ku 0 1000 ..iJiSMtuut U'J.7 141.0 14,1,1 - Z J!jsfl
Sullivnn. tho Ilangor Ghost, fainted on tho J$11M

trnok at 1.15 a. m. At 8 o'clock he wns shoved &$iupon tho track ognin by his trainors. Thero iSiBsjaW
is not the ghost of a hopo of his covering tho 9!3Sal(i'25 miles iiecossary to entitle lUm to share in fHtsHtho boodle, but the poor follow is pushed on rS"Bby his friends." e.8stf?lB
Poor "Arab" Btont, 4he Seventh street iSJSMwhitowasher, is a hopeless case, too, bnt al- - 1181 HMthough ho put his big feet down gingerly, as ?XHif ho were walking ou eggs, he w-- urged ou ' mSk fSHand on by the colored men w ho taru chain- - 9$4flpioning him. MjJM
A tviper dhcreiaed tho entertalninont by "WkfMApUUiig Scottish airs dtiring the iiioming, 1myW

and a little gathoring of bright spirits footed i Mm
off all sorts of dancing stops to tho droning al lMmof the pipes. ?3SHUetweon 3 and 4 o'clock a little dlvertisa-- ?M tmmment was created by an English-you-kno- w WXsHbung man in o, cai)t.cqat, a painted voting ''tMjMuwoman, a flfty-doll- bill and a bottle of ??S.2liwino. Tho yqtnig noople had attracted much. !Sjw3si
attention during the night. Tho bleach. .wflhaired fcmala had industriously chawed tutii. SmiUmfmtti and drunk champagno, while the voimg .39-li,-
ntiiu hnd unwound soveml (joodly greeilbaoks jfiM
from a big roll. Then ho demanded of tho WmOrmmchief of iho fifty bartenders in tho wine. 'JfjiaHroom where his change was. A Morn! ensued ''4?tHiu which it camo out Hint thu young man 131about town had given n waiter a fifty-doll- jiKw--
bill for n battle of wine mid ho had dif-ap-- Jrfi JMMpearcd. The barkeejier knew nothing of it, "ffl3IHTlio young limn ,owed that he would re. 281hLIturn at7 10 this morning and erento n Mimsh if sifslHhis change wore not forthcoming. He con- - Sl?SBccalcd his identity, and declared that ho '3jHwould rathor blow In SMU tlmn bn beaten 9sHout of a red Injun cent. Then he and Ins 'WLvtaHlady retired. ?2SlHThe pedestrians wero ciuournged Inst night 'nilHby uiUBic from an orchestra, which continued tMvZMmmnil night long. The'crowd of spectators was Wi tMW
rather larger than was expectetl until 1 a. Jt.. "aPliHbut nt 0 this morning thero woio cot 200 ' JWtJMm
pcoplo in the big pavilion. jtw 9HAt 8.30 A. M. the mon at tho timo on tlia QllHtrack left it. Ihev were weighed on a thop- - t'Hmmm
a.ulLkcl-in-thc-sl- machino. Thero were 9iuaaaatwelve of them. Mooro, the rhiladelpliian. IHand friend of Albert, was found to be tho ' ijf!,
heavy man of tho party, ut 151 pounds, win la fikmmmGhost Hullivnn, tho wafer, was lightest, at 113 'iv.iX'Hpounds. Sinclair and Hertv spun tho hand MfitMMW
on tho dial around to 118 and Guerrero to 141. MUumCollins weighed 137; Albert. 131. Golden, 132; tf lHStrokel, 12U, Hart, 123; Panchot, 123, and Hsl isaasl
Noremac, 121. rSB MUM
Floral dcs'gnsgnlore were presented to the 3sl3aaaaal

walkers during the night. The fronts of tho wJrilHblock of huts ou the Fourth nvetiue eud of - 'vMtho'Garden were nblazo with decorations I9kiiHmiide of tho gifts.
Jitninle Albert was still full of hope this mMmmmorning. Ho said i " I shall nut down 100 191Um. ...,....!.. .!.. 111...I .IM i.!....i. li.?rTTliiiiiuniu'imji, niuen iiiti uiBbllllc J nstorciuy 1SM,TSJSJJand may to. dnv but yet mny not beat tlio "VriIHrecord. At midn glit last night, tho forty- - 'tliiMWmm

eighth hour, his scoro was 2J4 miles, which ikmmmwas twenty miles behind the record of 'ijUJaaH
Charlie Itowell In this city Feb. 29. 1882, and laM$MHint wns a loss of five miles in score ovir TVi!Albert's tweuty-four-hot- ir time, 135 miles, 'SiBwhich was tlfteeu miles under the record. 'SBviHShould Albert add 100 to his score at nnd. c'$a$$sE5niebt, he would have 838 miles, which is flf-- wHlteen miles behind Howell's record. JwisilllllFitzgetuld hnd recorded 447 miles 1,320 TB -- H
v nrds at the end of the fourth day in tho 1831 a .?)IHrace won b htm lit Mainsou Square Garden, P ?Hwhen he mode tho C10 miles record so Hint " fUMshould Alliort make his 100 miles ha ty rUWmust do lU'J to equal Fitzgerald's 3 iUUlecord. Y i--

Hut it is stAted by the pedestriaus that tho f, VlaHsecond is always the hardist ilny of Iho race 53"'-ill-

and Hint tho third cornea next, while after B AUtthat, those who have stood it so far find "ltaaaalthemselves m better condition than tho day &LIbefore mid t nimble of doing first-rnt- o work. f 7.aaHConnors, the little retired at '1 jH2.40 this niornitiL. mid at 9 o'clock word cams j Hfrom his hut Hint he would not a;aiu appear. rn SUU
He wns too stiff to get off his cot without 3r H
help, a cold linving settled iu nil his joints. fi H
Parson Tilly retired nt 7.32, mid spout two 'r!v i!hours iu sleep. S'&lllllli

Old-time- far that there are in all probru 'iflIn i'vlhe meu lu the race who will cover the jB"'aaaH
62.' mii s and divide the SO per cent, of the lilHgross uiite receipts. Ther name Albort, who v't'tiaaH
is accredited to Philalelphia,. but whosa ST'iiHnil inline is James Albert Cathcart 1jI.LH
and who lives iu Atlautio City; Frank jiHHurt, the colored bur. who made 515 3 lLHrtniles iu tlio lace for the O'I.eary belt, Pets li"-ai-

Panchot, the good-nature- d Hufffilo postman, r3iHvv ho has recorded 5ii8 miles on tnis samo
track; Doti Hrrly, who once covered US MvUMW
m ii s, and Anton fitrokol, tho woe begouo (ifHiaaaaH
Austrian, who won a race iu Philadelphia lost m UUM
Jlnv , covering S15 miles. 'iilVMMHut's scoro at 11 o'clock last night, 22(1 liM'MMUmm
miles 4 lnps, wns Be veil miles bitter than h 3 3lkaaLsscoieat thotau.e liptiriii the O'Leory rnco, 2'UUMmid ho was fourth iu the men, Albert Panchot HiHUUand Guerrero leading him. FsiiiH

- v'bbbbbbbI
Tbs Oerrasu raMnel-milcer- s, the nooirsraltht f,MMMMm
t'nlon ami toe If tt korr c,un of junior plnmtnra il "mMMmet in tbe LUrrndon llsll uulldlnn last evening ' 4'' bbbbbbI
Bnop reports iboiftd ttut all the membtrs wia 0 M'Mbus; , fl H

t&$& bbbbbbbI

'''; M'Mmm
;" IBbbbbbbbb!
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