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ABSTRACT

Marilyn Shrude, Committee Chair

The Sacrifice of Isaac is a micro-opera in one act scored for soprano, mezzo-soprano,
baritone, and piano. The story is based on the events of the Biblical story found in Genesis 22, in
which Abraham (baritone), the ancestor of the people of Israel, is commanded by God to
sacrifice his son, Isaac (mezzo-soprano), as a burnt offering. Just as Abraham is about to cut
Isaac’s throat, an Angel (soprano) appears and stops the sacrifice. The libretto is largely adapted
from the Biblical text and includes an original poem by Skyler Cash for Abraham’s aria. The
Sacrifice of Isaac aims to capture the unspoken emotions of this highly dramatic and
controversial story while retaining theological accuracy, highlighting the faith-filled obedience

of Abraham and the eternal faithfulness of God.
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PERFORMANCE NOTES
CHARACTERS

Abraham: baritone, B2 — G4
Isaac: mezzo-soprano, B3 — ES
Angel: soprano, C4 — A5

LIBRETTO

Poetry used with permission from Skyler Cash

SET AND PROPS

The scene is set at the summit of a mountain. There are no set requirements. Abraham
carries a knife and a stone resembling flint. Isaac enters with a bundle of firewood, bound
with rope, on his shoulders.

SYNOPSIS

Abraham and Isaac arrive at the summit of a mountain in Moriah to make sacrifices to
God. Abraham has received a command from God to offer Isaac, his son, as a sacrifice.
Isaac wonders about the absence of a lamb for the sacrifice, but Abraham assures him
that God will provide the lamb Himself. While Isaac lays the wood for the fire, Abraham
prays and struggles with what he is about to do. When Abraham is about to slaughter
Isaac, an angel from God intervenes, affirms his faith, and recounts God’s promises to
make him the father of a great nation by which all people will be blessed. The angel
points out a lamb caught in a thicket, God’s own provision, before leaving Abraham in
wonder. As Isaac calls out, Abraham unbinds him and attempts to comfort him.

NOTATION

no meter — freely, within context of given metronome marking
m gradually shorten rhythmic values from beginning to end of beam

%v let vibrate

.o unmetered note — to be played approximately at that point in the vocal line

[P

&R, (15 change ad lib.)  half pedal retake ad libitum to limit density

DURATION: 14’



The Sacrifice of Isaac

a micro-opera .
Libretto by Skyler Cash and L.K. Cina L.K. Cina
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