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4 CRITICAL STUDY OF THE WALDEHN MAFUSCRIPT

CHEAPTER 1.
IHTRODUCTION

Purpose of the Study
Reasons for mﬁermkiﬁg the study.~ 4 first generasl survey
of the '@a}&aﬁ manuseript reveales that most of 1% is considers~
ably different from Thoreau’s fiual aﬂﬁeﬁ texto}‘ This study
was thepefore undertaken to point out and illustrate the most
,signiﬁ#anf of these ehanges, aﬁﬁf; vhere it is possibdle, o
proposs some Feasons for them. Why did Thoreau rewrite certatn

poxrtions of %he manuseript as many 88 Swolve and thirteen times?
Just how mush wariation is there in different versions of the
same passage? OF how much importanse cen one sonsider thess ree
vigions? The answers to these questions will form one of the |
met important agpeots of the stuldy. |

Grouth of the siudy.~ The variations between the ¥alden
oanuseript and the Walden text provide an interesting and vale
uable study of Thorsau's methods of composition. In studying
these variatiors, the writer also found that there are signifi-
c¢ant unpublicshed passages in the munuseripts The study thms
grevu to inolude & survey of Thorean's methods of composition,

1 Tho:eeﬁa, Hexmr B, 4,20t %fa}.&eﬁ ox Life in the Woods, Nodern
Reagers’ Series, The Hacmilien Company, New York, 1929.

-
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his achievements and limitations as & literary srtist, and

& discovery of many unpublished pagssages of Halgen.

Haterigls Used for the Study

The mamuseripl sheets of ¥alden were vopled on thirty
five millimeter microfilm by the Huntington Library, San
#arino, California, from which Bowling Green State University
- purohased its It 15 the only onc known to exist, though other
manuseripts may have been destroyed. The f£inal proof sheets
for the text are included with the present manuseript, but they,
of course, are printed. Thoreau must have gompleted & final
draft before he sabmitted the manuseript to the printers, bdut
- such & one hus not been discovered.

The present manuseript is comprised of 1,201 "frames™; eacdh
approximetely squal to two~thirds of an ordinary printed page,
though some of the frames are fragmentary.

The most important materials for this study are the ¥Walden
manusoript and the standard Halden tex%f Tre secondary
smes iisted in the bibliography have been read and consulted
for baskground material, but were not used directly, sinoe no

" gimiler study has been made.
Hethod of Investigation

The first problem %0 solve in the study of the Waldon man-
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waeript was that of organization, for tha\ frames are not son=
secutive; the same numbor is often repeated on different frames,
and many of them are even umnumbereds ‘ﬁw individual cheets
of the manaseript may have become disordered in the library,
wat most of the disorder is conclusively due o Thorean's own
methods of gomposition., Thersfore, before progseeding very
far in a comparison between & texiual version of Walden and
thoge found in the maruseript, it was necessary to disgover
how one gould progrese from one page to the nexdt. 4% first
the task scemed Ampossible. 3Bul by first tabvulating all the
yage punbers on the frames, and then akipping bzek and forth
between the inftemeﬁmg frames with this inmperfect "Tadble of
Contents” s & gulde, oontinulfy has been ashicved. The

frames w};iarl; are unnumbered can usnally be placed by their
gontexts |

There ave two numbering systems in the mamrﬁ;t; the
one 80 broken that it would be u.selsss' in this atuﬁg? - The
other one, which is beipg used, seems 1o be Thoresu's owm,
sinpe it follows his pecullar organizatlon of the pages and
is in his handwriting. Thus "frame 159,160,161" is that see~
tion of £iln whish contains a portion of Thoreau's page 159,
all of page 160, and part of 161. One frame corrssponds 0
one sheet of paper. W%hy Thoresu chose 3o begin his pages
Just anywhere on the paper rather than #t $he top of each
sheet is not olear, Freguently ome finds several pages with



4.
the same number, and these are usually veariant readings
of the same passage, but often in & passage which is
gontinuous the page mumbers overlap. By chesking off
sach frame &8 the work on it was completed, 1t was possidble,
by the prosess of elimination; to know what portion of the
£43m had not besn coversd, Such 8 process &voids the danger
&f skipping variant readings and unpublished passages.
o ﬁhe first mothod of investigaiion attempled ﬁaa that
B - 4 reading the texi and comparing the manusoripd with it
- simadtaneocusly, writing in the jext words dnd phrases that
were Gifferent in the mmnuecript, and putting the longer
paﬁsa,ges whioh pould not be written in the ‘text on a labelod
she-et of :safyer;: This method works very well for some portioms
of the manusoript, but its limitation is that, while one has
no diffieuliy in meteching passgges in the text, no guideposts
through the manusceript are provided. It is therefore impossible
to orzanize %the manusoript completely by this method alone.
The result was that it was negessary to copy, word f;::r vord,.
most of the frames included in ;;his study, After they vere
gopied, it was ususlly possidle %0 mateh the last word or
gentence on one frame with those which logisally followed, and
in this way to oonelude what was the main consecutive sontext
of the mapuseript and which were variant readings.
Regording manuseript has sometimes be‘en made easier by
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consulting the text, because many portions of the manuseript
are reviged and writien in with penwil, making words oceasi-
onally 3llegibles Thorssu's bandwriting iteelf is partiou-
lazrly 4iffieult to decipher.

Heving once deciphered snd vecorfed the manuseript for
a given chapier, She next siep was o compare and contrast
parallel passages in the text. To do this means $¢ comprise
& variorum edition, whioch, with all the manusoript included,
would be sbout 2500 puges in length. But the writer has -
pavalleled 407 frames with 121 pages of the standard text, and
this provides & fair sample of the study., From this wealth

of material were chosen the best examples which conld be found
of the unpublished passages, the deleted and emended words, the
re#iseﬁf «s&ﬁté;iee‘a and paragraphs, word changes of various types,
and other divisions of the study which have already been

mentioned.
iIimitetion of this Stuldy

The condition of the menuseript and 1ts balkiness have
made it necesssry %o chodse & represeniative portion for the
study, rather than sttempt to uge all the evidence which has
bsen compileds The number of frames sctually covered in this
atudy is 622; the number of pages which are parallel to them
in the text is 165, This means that approximately half of
the fext has been govered, eénd approximately half of the
mapnseripts If the number of variant readings or the number
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of frames which they ocoupy is about the same in the latter
half of the monuseript ae 1t is in the former, there should
be numercus unpublished psssages which bave not yet been
discoversds |

Fpom the 622 frames complefed, such passages as best
illuﬁﬁ@&té~%ﬁﬁ:geaeﬁalaaonaluaiena of this thesis will be
onosens Thers is every reason to believe that further study
of -the menuseript will only reoveal more svidence for the
sane conclugionss 4 siudy of the ohapters whish follow will
revenl sven more slesrly the necessity of limiting the subjeat
| maﬁteriahea&n for use in the thesis itself. When at least
thres hundred eszamples Such 85 the opes given on pages 9«1l
eould be quoted to fllustrate the sawme p@iﬂﬁ&ivthaxe is
'matugazly~a necessity for choosing the most representative
portiong. Examples have usually been ghosen from the 407
frames sebunlly paralleled to the text, though parts of the
othersy to which the equivalent in the text has not yet been
made cvrtain, are jJust as interssting. Some of these may be
" mnpublished passages, but that eannot be asvertained until
the remainder of the text and the remainder of the manuscoript
are stufiieds I% has been determined that forty~four pages of
the %eii.aze roughly paralilel to some of the 215 frames which
have been gxamined but which have not been acenrately accounted
for, beeause they were read aloud rather than written es the

first 407 frames weree



CHAPTER II.
THOREAU'S WETHODS OF COMPOSITION

Af} Th&mn hes saiﬂ in the first parsgraph of
m, most of it was written on the shores of Walden
Pond, whers he carried out hig famous experiment, Yet
the first paﬂgzsa—;:h in the text presentﬁ: a gen’unﬂm e
m that “she a&;ﬁre 7ork was completed betwoen Harcoh, 18456,
when he hegan hia 1ife as a resluse, and some time in 1854,
the year that the ‘bm}: wag pnblished. The manuseript dears
gonclusive eﬂ&sme that, although most of the book was
sompleted during the two years ané two months during which
he was 2 sesemer a% Falden, it was subjeet to & pumber
of revisions from beginning to end after he haé resumed his
place m eivnizaﬁan. The last sentence in the first
yaragra@h of the tex$ atgtea-: 3 praéaent I am & go-
30331‘11&1' in eivilised iife again,” and this is the way
that thé fi’mﬁl yversion of the manu:scriyt reads. How aoiﬂd
he bs "a sojourner in civilised 1ife azain” when the first
;;aragragh x}f the book was written, and yot "tzrite the bulk
of the feum&.ng pagessssalone in the woods", a5 he says
in the very fi?st geantenoe of the same parsgraph? The
‘answer is nbvieasly due to revisiana, and of thasa tho



8.

manuseript is ample proofs

The first part of Iconomy was origimally given as a
lecture before Thoreau's townsmen at the Concord Lyaeuﬂias
If he wrot¢ out the lecture, and he probadbly d4id, that
version is not in the manusoript. Yet in the first
variant reading, wherever "this book™, "these pagea™,
"thig volume™, or “my readers” is found in the text, "this
‘Jeoture®™, and "my aundience" are found. %his could not dbe
the lecture as it stood origimally, besause in the .third
paragraph he says: "After I imé leotured to my tovnsmen
1&5-‘*& winteress "‘,.:. showing that some time had elapsed sinoe
the Aieet_nré had been given. Whether Thoreau becams |
acoustomed 0 this form of sddress by giving the lecture,
or whether he copied the paragraphs from the leoture, if he .
4id write it oud, without revising them, cannot be deter-
mined. But the first variant reading in the manusoript
reads as £ollows: a

| I ghould not grasume to ta'li:_: 80 much about
myself and my affairs as I shall in this lecture

By "The Concord Lycoum WaS OTZaniged iR 1827, soon after
the Lyeeum movement was under veay in the United Statos.
Thoreau beoame a member of the Lyeceum soon after he was
twelve, that being the least age required of members.
His biographers mention a mumber of leetures Thoreau
gave before the ILyoeum, but none of ithem mention this
particular one: The only proof that he gave sueh &
lecture is in the sentence from the manuseript guoted
above: "After I had lectured to my towvmsmen last wine
tersee’,; bubt many other interesting details concerning

Thoreauts oconncotions with the éﬁgeuz% n_ be ZM b
SRRSEAARE, the Proerer | »
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if very particular and personal inquiries had not
- been msde conternming my mode of life,--~vhat sonme
would oall impertinent, but they are by no means
impertinent to mo, but on the contrary very natural
and pewtinent; copsidering the sircumstances. mg
have wished to Xnow what I got $o ecat~-if I 44d'nt
1. focl kind o' lonescme~-if I was'nt [eic.l
Yald«<-¥hat I should 4o if I were talken sicke-and
the 1ike. Others have been inguisitive to know
what portion of my income I devoted to gharitadle
purposes, and soms who have large familise, hov
many poor ghildren I maintained.
ifter I leotured to my townsmen last wintor I
Jheard that some expested that I would answor some of
these gquestions in my leeture--gc I must ask all
. sirangers, and 81l who have little or no interest
- §n this smong my sudienoce $¢ perdon me, if I under~
- take 4o answer them in part nov. In most leatures
" and stories the I, or first personi,] is omitted;
in.this £ will be ipserted, that ia the main Gifferenee.;
Ve are not apl to remember that it is after all always
the first person that 1s spesking.
1 warn you that I shall brag a good Geal more
~ihan is aesording to the rnies of good taste~-I ghall
brag for you as well as for myself-~trusting that
God will grant me an sternity to fuifil sone things
in, Taste and I parted company long ago.
: Perhaps this lecture is more particularly ade
dressed to the ¢lass of poor students; as for the
ragt of my audisnce, they will aseeps * such portions
8% apply to thems, I trust that none will stretoh
the ssams in putiing on the goal, for i$ may be of
good service to0 him whom it fits.b

Theye is va gecont variant reading which closely resembles
this one, except that "my readers® and * these pages” are sub-
stituted for "my sudience” and “this leoture.” The third
variant reading most closely resembles the text, although it
is not ﬂz.aewsm; with 1%:

I should not odtrude mself and oy affairse s@

; ST error'seenm In Other VOrslons OF Lhe manusoript, .
also. In fuot, Thoreaun never ahamé it in agy of the

variant readings.
8. This varient reading occupies frame 7 of the mamusoript.
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mach on the notice of my resders if very particular
inguiries had not been made concerning my mode of
1ife, what some would call impertinent, considering
the eirgumstances. Some have wished %o know ghnt
I got to eat, -« if I did'nt Teic.] feel “kind o'
lonesome”=~if I wae'nt {gig.] afraid--what I should
40 i I were faken siok, and the 1iike. Cthers have
beon ourions t0 learn what portion of my incomo I
devoted io gharitable purposes; and some, who have
large families, how many poor children I maintained.
3¢ I will ask all strangers and those vho feel no
interest in me among my readers to pardon me if 1
undertsle $o answer some of these questions now. In
most hooks and leoctures the I, or first person, is
omitted, in this 1t will be retained, that is tho
main difference. Ve 4o not usually remember that 1%
i after all, always the first person who is speaking.
~ 1 should not $alk 8o much about myself 3f there were
anybody else whom I knew as wesll. Unfortunately I
em confined %0 this theme by the narrovness of my
experience. For my own part, I reguire of every wmriter
that he give me a simple and gincere account of his
own 11fe and not 50 much what he has heard of other
- men's lives, some such account as he would send to
his kindred from a distant landg~«for if he has lived
ginesrely it must have deen in a distant land 1o me,--
fecsoribing ever his outward oircumsiances and what
adventures he has bad, as well as his thoughts and
fevlings about thems If anything has yislded him
pleasure, or instruction, let him communicate it. Iet
the money=-getter whesni he takes up the pen tell hou
wmuch he loves wealth, and what means he takes to
asoumulate it. He should not write on Forelign Misslons.
The mechanis will naturally write about his trade, the
farmer about his farm, and every man about that which
he understands betier than others, that is, his om
affairs. Yet inoredible mistakes are made; I have
heard an owl lecture with &8 perverse showu of learning
on the solar microsgope and Chantieclere (sie.] on
nebulous stars, when both should naturally have been
gound asleep, the owl in & hollow tree, the other
upont his roosts
Perhaps this volume is more partiocularly addressed
40 poor siudents. As for the rest of my readors, they
will seoept such poriions of it as apply to them, I
trust thad none will streteh the seams in putting on &
the cont, for it may €0 good gserviee to him whom 414 fits.

B Thig Variont reading ocoupies irames & and J O Lhe manue
soripts What there 1s of iis parallel in the text will be
found on pages 1 and 2, lines 9-20.
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err of sosential daifferences may be noted in

thege two variant readings.

In the sevond one, thers are

_ several sentences whioh are not found either in the first

- ‘variant resding given hers or in the text. This passago

of & 1ittle more than Swenty lines is found

twice in the

manuacripty in varying versions whioh will be given in the

ghapter 'amaﬁmiﬁg the anpublizhed portions.

Changes in word

readings are given in the following $able:

s and phyreses in these two variasnt

TABI%X 1. DIFFERENCES IN THE PEXTUAL msmg OF PARAGRAPHE 11 OF

FCORONY AKD PARALIEL MATERIAL IN THE HARUSCRIPT

Parsliel in Text
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| The deletions which are prasent in the nanuseript
are not ineluded in this table beoause they will be studied
in the npext ohepler. The smendations were naturslly ine
sluded $o make the thought consecutive. If the deletions
and the &ifferenges in punctuaiion were inciunded, the tadle
would be wer twite &s long #8 it is. ?nxthémre;, there
gre twe more variant readings, but thess are not given bee
cause the study of variant readings will also be given
more attention im the next chapters They are, however, an
intringie part of Thoreamw's method of gonposidion,

Anvther difference whioh the table does not roveal
is the difference in paragraphing. It oan be seen from
the two varisnt rendings given that the firet one contains
four paragraphs; the seoond, two; wherems ithe same material
in the standard text oscupies but one pavagraphe This ree
veals & typical prooess which Thoreau undsrwent in his
method of somposition: that of writing shors, .ghayp,y parae-
graphe and later aamhiniﬁg them inko longer, more skillfully
orzanized oness Someltlmes 1t was necessary to dispense with
gome of the materisl in order to make the paragraph more
miﬁﬁﬁ and ocoherents Hers is a fairly representative ex-
ampleo:

One farmer says to me you ean't live on vegeteble
food polely, for it furnishes nothing to make bones
with,~-and 8¢ he religiocusly devoien & part of his

day to supplying his eystem with the raw materisl for
boneg.~+all the while he $alks walking behind his oxen
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whose vyogeiable-made bones Jork him and his
Jumbering plow along im spite of every obstaole.
: Seme things ere necessaries of life in come
¢ireles, the most helpless and disensed, whioh
in others are luxariaa merely, and 123 oti;em 88111
are entirely uakn
1 know a ra?mat and healthy mo‘khax who thinks
that her son vho 8ied abrosd esme to his end by
1iving too low, &5 she has since learnmed thet he
drank omly waters
I heard of & very poor femily in Concord this
wintsr which would have starvad éi‘ i% had not been
~for potatoes and tea ané eotfees

The sesond variant reading is almost identioal with
the texd, and g ecomparison with the one above will ghow
now Thoreau gombined the usable thoughts into & single

paragraph and omitied those which were not sufficiently

devaloped:

One farmer says to me, "You eamnot live on
vegetable food solely, for it furnishes nothing
$o make bones with," and suv he religiously de«
vodes 2 part of his day to supplying his system
with the raw material of bunes: walking sl the
while he talks behind his oxen whiah, with vegeta~
ble mede beneg, Jerk him and his lumbering plow
along in spite of every obetacle. Some things
are neaesenries of 1ife in some filroles, the most
nelipless and diseased, which in othern are :‘cmigs
merely, and in others still are entirsly unimown.

There are passages, of e¢ourge, to which there is but
one parallel reading. In most vases, even that single
version in the mauwseript is not exas;*t}y paranel 1o the

7o Frame 17,
8, Frame 36,17,18. The parsllel in the texi is fmmﬂ on
page 8, the last paragraphs
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text. Yhen there is more than one variation, usually
pone of them iz parallel to the text, and Thoresu conld
have nmade his final version only by & eonglomsration, if
he used this manuseripts
| The mi’%er has no evidense that there iz another
marmusuript or that there were others whioch have bdeen dow
stroged, except that Thoreau published faiden in 1854,
and i% is unthinkable that he gubmitted the manuseript
in this eomdition to the printers. They ocould not have
¥nown whish reading of the same paseage to ohoose for the
text,; even if the ;éﬁ:gj'esi were in orpder at that $ime.

In;‘ the passage given on pages L6217, it will be noted
that the lasgt two paragraphs are not very well developed,
and thei the former of the iwo is poorly sitated. There
i another wariant reading of the manuseript in whiech
Thoreau repeated these paragraphs almost exactly, but in
the third, fourth, end fifth veriant resdings they are
gombined into oné paragraph, one of these being guoted on
page 17; the other two being so similar %o this one that
1% is needless %o q&@%e them hers. For ths present, it
would seem thet Thoreawu has discarfed the other two parae
~ graphis later, however, it ie interosiing %o see them
reviged and used in both the mamseript and the dexts On
page 68 of the text, sixty pages after the one for vhich

the paragraph wes originally written, we find a new version



1%

of it%:

+2s70% men have coms %0 such a pass that they

frequently starve, not for want of neceassities,

bat for want of luxuries; and I Xnow & good

Tovhmoe he 400k %o drinking water oniyed

The original “paragraph” has been revised and fitted
‘into other waterial, and & merked improvement in the style oan
be noticeds There remains, however, an unexplained quesiion
sonserning its The parallel material in the manusoript lis
found on frames 97,98, and 99, and unless there is another
ﬁari&ﬁﬁ»réadiﬁg.an-éame later ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁr&ﬁ.a? migpunbered frame,
1t is omfitted rrém-all the garianﬁyxéaﬁinga in the manusoript,
and it is the ouly somtonce whioh is omitted. How 1t found
its way iube the %@#ﬁ iz therefore sﬁil&‘ﬁsmgakﬁiyg I{ is con~
‘plusively the same i8ea that ia‘faénﬁ-@n:fra&e 17 of the manu~

soript, although the idea of the mon's being abrosd when he died

| iz omitted--pogsibly because of its irrslavaangaf |

Amusingly sﬁﬂﬁgkw $he eiﬂ&t opposite is true of the last
p&rgﬁaagh of the pssasge given on yageﬁ lﬁaiﬁﬁ‘ It is found
_in the manuseript, dut not in the text. It is muoh more

\drastiﬁally revised than the sentenee which hes just been
ﬁi@ausaaé, and if 1% is not an ocutgrowib of the same paragraph,
it is in 811 probability an outgrosth of the game thought. It
is revised and éx$ﬁhﬁeﬂ 90 frames later than the first orude

Te

. &&ﬂ : g@,ﬁ ﬂi%,* paEB., ﬁ,g{{ﬁ, T
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arafts

I gaw the other day on the gkiris of the
village, & Tamily vwhich for threc moniths had
had no bed but a2 wisp of etraw on & beard and
two Irish gheets, no furnisure 40 their house
bub two plates, two bowls, ten pewiter spoons,
ant 8 kaife without 3 handle,~«for 1 took a
aareful inventory,--no house bul 4 gshanty.

There were %Hwo ¢hildren vho sat out of doors

in fajr weather and enjoyed perfect leisure.
They 1ived with the door open in midwinter;

and yet cozmpared with the tent of the Iu&i&m&, :
they felt their share of the eam, The father
went three miles %o his work s sarried nothing
but broad for his dinners His tamily v uld have
gtarved if it had not been for potstoes anli tea
and goffees The greateor part of whad be enrns
fo sent to Irelund to forward his remaining
children to this land of plenty. I 414 not

know whother most to pity or admires In the
meanwhile Mrs, Os Do Ry, president of the '
Charitable Soniety, bhas aanght hey @eath through
& oragk in the door, snd Hrs. Farewell is pining '
away Yike & fly davght in a Breaﬁwe ye%, &nd
zealla her disease soiation.i

Ageording $¢ the manusoript, this paragraph is
supposed to £it into the material found on pages 73 amd

74 »f the text, and gmfh'am-y was written originally as

one of t};ag geveral exauples given therse It was probadly
omitied fyom the text becanse it argues against the point
he is
nmagssazty and pumborsomd. I% is, neverthelsss, good

svving to make-~that most farnidure is at bvest

pafire in £he oppomite direotion.
1% 48 not vnoommon to find muoh fragments separated

T

ST Lhe mAnusePripis
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from their final version by fifty or sixty pages of
interpolated material. For the first five pages of
were sovereds. Host of this material was repetitlous;

in the *&eﬁ; thirty-four frames of manusoript

& small part of 1t was unpublished. In the thirty-four
Lrames %here was but one enbire frame which sonld not
in eny way be sogounted for in the first five pages of
the text, although there were a number ¢f paragraphs
and shorter passages like the one Just gquoted. The
nnumbeyed frame was not long, dut its being isolated

made it diffionit to place. The other fLragments did not
geem out of plave, beoause they were originally written

ag part of the consecutive mapuseript for the early portion
It was later found that the passage ig prodaltly
whieh the division en=

of Far

L

nom;

g part of the gentral ideas fron
- $itled “"Arohiteoture", on pages H0«54 of the text, was
developed. The paragraph is & good one, though it 1s not

foond in that passage. It is possible $o place it there
veoause 1% s the only division in the book whioh discusgses
architegture., Some of the ldeas in this parsgraph are dleo
similay to those in the more detailed discussion on pages 50~54,
though tke ideasn are expressed differently:

 Arghiteotural remsins are beantiful commonly
from asgociation only. The American’s taste for

H
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srohitecture is like his taste for wine and
olives and other foreign thingss

The tov exuuisitely ocultured I avoid as
1 &0 the theatre. There {gie.] 1ife lacks
realitys. They offer me wine instead of
water, They ars surrounied by things whiech

oan be boughtell

It is another fairly typlesl illusiration of hou
whole passages grew out of a few short sentences written
1snz before the f£inal version. |

Eriting fetailed, compliocated passages whioch grew
sut of & fow short sentenges,writiten hastily end sometimes
even loft to siand as paragraphs, wes therefore one of
Theretun's baslo methods of composition, and it can be
illustrated by numerous examples of variocus length and
quality. Thie prooess took plage both when he reworked
the materisl which wag in its final plece in the manue
goript and when he wrote ou$ what was 1ittle more than notes
for later subjeet matier. Usually such chunges were in the
dirsotion of greater detaill and more picturesguoe exemplie
fiontion, as may be illustrated by the first draft end the

The wirtue of philanthropy is greatly overe
rated, and it i our selfishness that overraten
4%, Our kind uncles and aunits of the racs are
f[ore 8y ﬁm than iis spiritual fathers and
modhers.

Thig is a1l that there is $o the pamgmph in its

e e nemeripte
12. Consult Frame 119.



original version. But note how 1t has been glorified
and oxpanded in the finel copy:

?hilanthmpy is almost the only virduee which
is sufficiently apprecisted by mankind, Fay [,J
it is greatly overratedy and it is our selfishness
‘that overrates 1%. 4 robust poor fellow one
gunny day here in Uoncord, praised a fellowe
tounsman 0 me, beoause, he said, he was kind
to the poor, meaning himeelf. The Xind uncles
and sunts of the race are more esteemed than

~its true spiritunl fathers and motherg. I onge
heardt 8 yeoverend leoture in Zngland, a ‘man of
learsing and intelligence, after emmperating her
goientifie [,] literary, and politionl worthies
Shakespeare, Bacon, Cromwell, ¥ilton, Rewton,
et0«, Bpeak neoxt of her ﬂhriaﬁan heroces, whon 5".3
as if his profession required it of him, he

- alevated 0 e plaoe above all the resi, as
the greatest of the greals, They were Pemn,
Howard, ond Mrs. Fry. The 3.533'3; intelligent
avdienoe must fell the falsohood and ecant of this.

. The last were not Lrngland's best men and_women;

- only, perhaps, her best philanthropiste.ld

.

There are no very imporiant differences besween this
yvariant reading in the menusoript and the only complete
paragraph on page 856 of the text. The important thing %o
notice i how fwo sentenoes have been expanded, particu-
larly by exemplification, into & welledeveloped para@apha

Dsunlly Thoreau’s revisions are in the direotion of
greator detail, as they have besn im the illustrations
given eo far, but pesanionally he echenged the words and
phrases so that they were more abstract in the later vwa}eiﬂm- A
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sentenoe on page & of the texi reads:
The finest guslities of our medurs, like
the bloom on Truits, can be, greaerved only by
the most deliecate hanéiinga :
Angd this 1e ezactly parallel %¢ the last warisont reading
in the manosoriphb. BDut the first varisnt resd ing was:
The finest qualities of our nstures, like
the down of a peach, oan be g@aserﬁ&ﬁ only by
the most ﬁelieate handiing.d
In this case, i1 seems that Thoresu deloted the more
effeotive of the two similies. Usually his mieroscopie
eriticism of his own work 4314 result in ohanges for the
bettor, but that is one of the few vases in which im-
. provempnt is doubtful. There are a number of types of
guch changes, sud here i one that is definitely good:
To the elevation of mankind, what are oalled
the Iurxaries and many of the #mfwzs of 1ife

are not eniisnot indispensable, but positive

The sentence is definitely cumbersome and mwkward, compared

+0 the revision

Host of the luxuries, and many of the so-palled
oonforts of 1ife, are not only not indigpensadle,
but paﬁiﬂw h&néramaﬁ to the elevation of
mEnkind.,

: L‘ifif Pe 2y Lds o Do

16« Gonsga ram’e 10,13 gf ‘the manuscripis
18. Ganmlt frame 24 of the manuseript.
175 ?iglﬁen; em G1t., 9« 34, 11,12-14.
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By pleging the inverted part of the sentence in its
natural order, the proper emphasis is achieved, and the
reader does not have %o take the $rouble to subordinate
in his mind $he introductory prepositionsl phrese. Such
an inprovement in subordimstion is a very important part
of skillfol writisig, and of this Thoreaw was no doubt
very well aware.

if Thoreau had written an essay, as Pdgar Allen Poe

4id, attenpting %o explain his methods of gomposition,
he gould noi have made them olearer then @ study of the
original Walden mamuseript doéss Wuoh of the labor of
the actusl gomposition of Halden remains in the variant
realdings and the deletions and ¢mendations of the mamu-
seript, snd a study of it is fruitful for those vho are
interested in tho mechanies of composition as & whole,
as well as in @ study of Thoreau's own peculiarities as
a writers |



CHAPTER I1I.

THOREAU'S REVISIORS

‘ Bo study of Thoreau’s methods of composition gouid

have beon made without some disonasion of his revisions,
sinse they are an essential part of his mothods, But
many details conesrning the Xinds of revislions, spparent
reasons for them, their relative imporisnce, and their
relative susacss should be discussed more fully. That
ig the intention in this ehapior.

Xinds of Revisions

There are two very g¢ommon Xinds of vevisions in the :
?ﬁal@gﬂ ganusoript. One 18 -¥hat of rewritling whole pas-

sages withoui having marked

out. other versions of them,
This oocurs -@aa@antly* and some of these revisions are
very drastics others show praoilsally no ohanges except
1n punctuation, It 15 more commonly Pound that they
differ widely; yet here is a passage which was rewribten
sevaﬁ $imeg, with no aypmi&ble chenge in any af !she

* _ vamieas*

014 deeds for 01d people and new aaeﬂs fﬂfa
014 peez;le gan hardly walk agstairsp In Types

o IB1E FeTevente miy Dave resulted Irom Shoreau's resding
ﬁelﬁn@’s fyness. In many other oases buch referentes
ean be divectiy traced to ris reading.

-6~



Lhe young men oan walk up a smooth cooeoanut ires
sé.x‘ky feet high and bare of branehes, Uld4 people
4id ﬁmz krwx gnough onte 0 Xkeep the fire agoing.
HBew people put & 1ittle dry wood under 2 pot, and
are whirieéi round the ziobe with the speed of birds,
as the pherase 18, 4Age geems no betﬁer, ‘hardly so

-well gqualified as an instructor for you ﬁ for 1%
has not profited so much as it hes 1og ta:

Bone of these versions is merked out, and none 4iffers
appreciably from the others exsept that in wwo of them the
sentence "Im ‘1‘3&3&@ the young men ol walk up & smooth eocoa~
£t $ree ;aixty feet higk and @am of branchesa™ is omitted.
o3 @xga}.amti@n gan be advanged _gfasz thiz paprtieular type of
L 1% ig certainly more of & repetition than a

repeiition~-a
revisions .
~ The second of these two most common types of revieion
is tmt of marking out wordse, phraeses, clauses, «am; OCta-
gionally & half page or o, and Ms;e:;z;tzﬁng otherg in their
places. There are deletions and emenfations on &t least
%&mewf@mm of the pages of ihe manuseript which the writer
hag covered. 4 list of word and phrase emendations in the
Pirst variang reading iﬁ:}iz give some idea of the nupber of
them in the manuseript as & whole:

1% %ia vezs?m ia on &1 GAnUMDered Tragments UCRers are
{g on fraguents 16,18, ani 20, and frames 16,17 and
& 3
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TABIE Il

Pamllaa. ?iage and
Lme in the Zext

,"m

TEN PAGES OF THE TEXT ___
Eﬁﬂmam p%u»’garmm Keaﬁi ng 1.

ﬁeletiens

Eimn&at mnsgﬁ

Pe iy Ils
Pe By de  Ta
Pr 2 1. e
15

Pe 24 1as
Ps 24 1s
Pe 8y 1s
Béw.
270

Pe 25 s
Pe 4y 1 e
e 4y I B
P By ls 4
Pe By 3o 13-24,
20,

pe By 1a
s Bg Le

e 6y 1e 24s

!H

ingerted
that he glve nme
and not so mueh
-a‘ﬁé‘
this volume
the olnes of
of it
be of
‘should
ssensd
surious
and this
outward

‘here
of it myseif
he Peels so cheap
that he gould iike
the dust unier his
foely

himsell

are here fonight

ratained

rather than
for

these pages

do

appeared
remarkable
whioh

Tiner

read this
to this page

his orm opin-
ion of himsgsly

%ﬁé; 15 8 pamber of suges Lhe TENRBTL 34 ig d#&e%eﬂ but not

enendeds
andl phragess.

Thess are usuglly dsletivng of verbose words



29,
ps 75 Lle 19. it was 2;;@ always
Ps 7y 3,, 4@31 mﬂmé | men
Pe By 1o 17 There Hers
Pu By Je 18 and dut
De 85 1x 27 | who | which
ps 95 1e Ze  pefore us
pe 9 In Be : . Boy o tmn‘
pe Du 1. 31s are various

pe 10, e B . Almost all that the greater
' pert of what

IT.“7hé entences in Lhe pArAgraph are Lurned around in the
menuseript in this version aoccording to the text; therew
fore 10 be gorreet the table has $o be out of order hers.
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?he mtm of these changes is various, In Variant

ﬁaaaing 1 paralleling the first ten pages of Egonomy, twenty-
eight waﬁ and phrase deletions and ono clause deletion have
toen mades 4 few delolions of longer passages are not in-
eluded hﬁm, deeaugse they are %00 sumbersome 0 £it into the
t_a’alev For the twenty-nine deletions listed, there are only
eightoen emendations. Heasons for the deletion of the oleuse
e;aamﬁative, but every one of the remaining ten

aaﬁ be onl
éele‘&ions haa no emendation because the words were Unnecessary
or verbose; thepefore omitiing them is a definite improvement.
The Mher types of shsnges aye usmlly imprmements
also; mﬂ a8 changing the soordinating word used from "and®
to "for® ih Iines 5~11, page 2: “Horeover I, om my sids,
require of every writer, first an;i last, {that he give me)
& aimple and sincore acsount of his own Jife; some such
ageount 88 he would send his kindred from 2 distant Jand;
fox 1f he has nvea aimemly, it zzmat have %aeaa ina
&is#;am. }.a;::ﬂ to mo:" Here again it is 8 guestion Qf the
right ﬁ.ﬁ"l;‘z of azmox-amatiw. The aﬂntenﬁfe is fairly long
and complicated; consequently switting the unnecessary "that
he give me” is also a good ohoices To be @aﬁe, in fully
m»»fwriihuaf the oxamples, Thoreau secems to bs quibbling
with himself over the choivs of & word. He sometimes orossed
a word ont, wrote another in, orossed that one out, and then
reptored the original. 4 study -.ef fable I will show. several
plases where that happened. 4nd who shall say whether "this
volume® or "these psges” is better, unless it is a question



3le
of repetition, which 4% does not happen %o be? Do good
service” is slightly smoother than "be of good serviee”,
"Doing peussue in & thousand guricus ways”, which is delsted,
goens even more individual than “in & thousand remarkable

ways”, which iz his finel oholoe. “The glave of his omn
opinion of himeelf® is more securate snd effestive than
"$he slave of himself", and the same is true in a lescer
degree of Talmost all that my neighbors eall good,” changed
%o *The gﬁéﬁ:ﬁér pars of what my neighbors wall good.” Some
of Thoreau's deletlons and omendations are shanges from an

angrammatieal word or phrase $o 8 correct one, as "hic oxen

who jerk him along® ohanged %o “his oxen whish jJerk him

glong.” Oomelimes, possibly becaunse of fetizue or hurry,

Thoresu had ¢roudle with the asgreemont of a subject apd its
predicate. On frame 21 in the manusceript he has written

*Let us oonsider what all this troubls and anxiety gre about,”
but he shange? it to "let uo oonsider what all this trouble
and apxiety is about.™ It does not seem that he would have
wighed the reader 36 smsider "trouble snd anziety” asm

or ogours: "The

¢ollsetives On frame 19, 20,8 similsr exy
very bedium and exoui whieh presumes to have exhausted the
variety and joys of 1ife is em old as Adame" He murked out
*ia" and subsiituted "are™, bui he never ghanged "presumes®

FThere are & pumber of guch esges in the

to “prest
minuseript, but they do not ocour &n undue number of times
if this munueeript wes intended ouly es - first rough copy
¢f the book, There are some misspellings, but not manys
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For instance, he was wont %o write "mayest" and then ¢hango

it to "maysi.” Through hurry, probdably, he commitied suoh
errors as spelling woolen “"wollen™ and attaching a "4",
king"and® out of "mn"wethe s0rt of thing that anyome will

40 8% times. But there ig conclusive evidence that he 414
not kuow where %0 place the aspostrophe in "d1&n*'t" and "wasn*t¥
he oonstantly wrote them "4id'nt" and "wag'mt", 4lso, Thoreau

was not coneistent in his spelling of the"worg"e-they are
both neighbour and nelighbor, labour and labor, behavicur and
vehavior, in the manusoripts In the fimal fext, the "-our”
gpelling 45 sdopied consistently, although in the manuseript
the "-or" gpelling is the more frequent of the two. It is
posaible to multiply these examples indefinitely. On framo
24, Thoreau bas written "and for the studious, light stationary”
without chsnging i%. Iater, im asncther variant reading, he
has written “statiopary”, but chenged the last "a" to an "e%,
However, the exsmples given here are a fair aross-seotion of the
manuagript a5 a whole, and there 1s no pewd for dwelling on
them longers |

Before conoluding this study of deletions and emendations,
1% shonld be pointed out that Variant Resding 1 was used for
the exsmples in Table II, because ii is the only consecutive
reeding that there is. Other variant readings ususlly have
more deletions and emendations, sines they were praotioally
alway‘ia written pefore the last consecutive @opy wase AR eX=-
ample of ¥ariant Reading 3 will serve to substantiste this

1!&&;
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This verisnt reading persllels approximately three
and one half pages of the text, for only the first half
of page twelve is covered., Ten pages of Variant Reading
1 contained twentyenine deletions; three and one hslfl
pages of Variant Reading 2 contains fifteen. There is
no second variant reading for the latier half of page
twelve or for several pages following; thersfore it was
impossible {0 uge a parallel mamder of pages in both
tables. If the passage tabulated in Table III were the
same 1angthuéa»tha% in Table 11, it should have on the
average of forty~five deletions %0 the tweaty-nine in
the Pfiret variant reasding. This illustrates that there
are mors deletions in the earlier written varlant readings
of the manuseript than in the later consecutive copy, and
&azanﬁ~af‘simiiar iliustrations c¢an be found without muoh
aifficuldy.

Apparent Reagons for Changes

Some explunations and pessivle reasons for Thoreaun's
revisiong have besn given in slasasifying them: where long
éaﬂsagaa*ara.markéﬁ out and rewritten it is usually begause
he had more detsils and examples to add to the original
idea, beosuse he felt & need for greater unity, ocherende
and smphasis in certain paragraphs which were either choppy or

eontained irrelevant material, or because he was atlempting to
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make them, in various ways, mors 8killful expressions of

his thoughts and more interssting pistoes of literary ocome

position. In other words, his revisions, on the whéle.
definitely improve the siyle of Halden. Sometimes, however,
though not usually, he was over-zealous im ihis activity,
and a few ¢xamples are found iu which he 414 not improve
his work and even made it worse. But there are far more
sxamples of awkward phrasing and incomplete expression of

ged inte & emooth, interesting,

idess which have been chan
sometimes sven poetie, eiyle. This was the chief purpose

of the word aend phrase deletions and smendations as well zs
the long

meshanicsl errors of grammar, punciustion snd spelling,

oy pasgogess By onmitting verbosities, corrseting

- #nd puabsiituting the more oxsct and colorful word or phrase
for the gsgue ones, he has, on the whole, brought about a
?&a&r&aiﬁé: and gkillfal improvement im the cvontext of the
manugoript. The most oulsianding reagson of all, then, for
these fre:?i&ixﬁﬂs, is Thoreasu’s untiring desire and atteapis
%o improve whet he had wrilten. OSuch a8 discovery sdds
greatly to ong's regard for Thoreav's ability as a literary

artists

Importance of the Bevisione

The vevisions in the ¥alden maspuseript are therefore
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'nf in’s.rinsm importance for three reasons. Figst of all
is the reasom which has already been advanced: that they
| actually iaproved the context a great éa&‘};. Sepondly,
there are, in the longer revisions, passages of varying
length and varying quality which have never found their .
way into the standard texi; perhaps hesause when he wasg
ready 1o pudlish his work, Thorsauw pould not find some
of these passgges in his chaotic mammseripil! Ané finslly,
in studying the manusceript in its present oondition, one.
gaing & knowledge of Thorenu’s capasities and limitations
a8 & litersry artist which eould not be gained in any other

WaTe


rea30.es

CEAPTER 1V,
URPUBLISHEED MANUSCRIPYT

%ha.&isﬁavary of unpublished manuseript was the most
exaiting though perheps the most 4ifficult featurs of this
study. It was difficult beocsuse 8o many timea the subject
natter was merely out of place in the manusoript rather

than setually mupublished. If 1t bad been out of place

only within the scope of & few pages, oven that would
v%ﬁvg simplificd the study. But cocesionally there were
p&séégggftkaé gould be found, in & developsd form, foriy
or Pifty pages laters Uonmseqguently, the ﬁnly'ungﬁblishe&
manuseript which the writer oan be certoein of before the
study of the entire mazuseript is completed sre those whish
follow conpecutive possages in the first 121 pagss of the
. gext, and are a desvelopment of the thoughts which are
progent there; and of these there are an ample number of

illustrations.
Fumber aud Length of Unpublished Passages

Tre anpuablished passages vary grently in length, from
part of a sentence %o soverzl pages. Hone over iwo to five

puges ip longhand have been discovered yet. Those consisting

wFT -
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of ome to five sentences are too numercus to esiimate; but
from tho longer ones discovered in the first szz-fraéesvof
the manuseript, there are possibly between sixty and seveunty
in all 1,201 frames, sthough it is possible that there are
longer ones. |

Tﬁb'éhart,ﬁagabltﬂned passeges are both pumerous and

interesting. Iere is one which oontains the subjeat matter

found on puge 9 of the {exi;

: How many contemporary 43@%)22 infinitely more
distant and different beings gay be eontenglatiag
yonder Tine twinkling {(atar)23 point {a$)2% this
moment~~an eye in Orion--an eye in Ilyra--the eye
of Umniseicnce itstef. There is alwaye the
poesibility of being thus related o the whole

by our lives, and af’being one @ith it, or of
remaining, 88 it gere;,j an{d )29 igolated pariiole
in the nniveraeg

| The unpublished part eonsists of @ sentence and @
half} ginee there is 8 parallel for the material down to

the firet Gashs The parallel in the $ext reads as follows:

what 4ifferent and dlstent Veings in the various
mansions of the aniverﬁgfare pontenplating the same
ppe at the same moment.”

The gasﬁagé is an inspirational one, and the ungnhliahed

B, Deieted.

23, Deleted.

24, Deleted. _

25, The "4" plavged on "an® in the manuseript is obviously @
migtake.

26, Frems 19,20 of the manusoripi.

271 ?‘f&}.ﬁﬁﬂ, @i‘ {l‘iﬁo py 9’ 3.11 3?"’«-9&

~
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poersion adds to its effectiveness, sinse it is both well
wordel and an uwnusual idea. It has never been published
probably beosuse Thoreau may have uced some other variant
rerding in which 1% wae omitted for his final draft, since
there are aevexal variant readings %o thls pessage. Yeb
there are other unpublished passages with more than one
- yeriant reafing in the manuseript, whioh are not ineluded
$u the text, and so i% ig unlikely that they wers all onmitied
throush the choige of a variant resding without the unpublished
parte The reascn nay sometimes be that they are inferior in
guality, bui thet is not always true. For the second para-
graph in the text there are four variant reedings, and of
thease, two vontain an unpublished passage of about twenty
linese ;f’ThnréﬁawﬁsegTtﬁiﬁ»maﬁnﬁcxip% in making his final
‘ﬁépy'ﬁf §§2§g§ﬁ‘hﬁ'mnsi.hﬁve'&f least gome seross this page
sage, and %hare'ﬁegga»to be no obvious reason for exeluding
the unpublished gé§§;7 It may be of interest €0 zhow the two
variant resdings of thie unpudlished portion:

I require of a writer that he give me a simple
and sincere socount of his own life, what he hes
done and thought, not 80 mueh wha$ he has heard
of other men's lives--soms such ascount as he would
send his kindred from & distant land,~-2nd if he
haas lived sipverely, it must have been in a 4istant

land to me,8° demeribing ever his outward siroume
stances and what adventures he has had, as well as

Y. There is & parailel to this passage in the text up to
this point {(ef, puge 2)s 1%t has been imcluded for the
sake of oontinulity.
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shits and feelings about them~~{l want
¥ That he give me that which io most
@raaiaas $o him, not his life's blood hut even
$that from which his life’s blood girenliated~~
what be has got by living. If snylthing has
yielded him gleaeare or instruction, let him
communicate its Iet the monep-getier $s5ll no
how mach he loves wealth; and what mezne he takes
5o gocunmulate it. {He must dessribe those faots
whzeh,gg knﬂws and égves better than anybvody
eloe. ) {mugt J¥* ghould not write on Fordign
Migalong. “Eke meghanic will nmaturally write
gbout hig trade, the farmer abonit his farm, and
BYE) gémaa about that which he, {Compared with other
men}9% nnderstands better than {other mon}33
otherns. Yel ineredible mistakes are madc. I
have heard s&n owl lecture with & perversg ahﬂw
of 1a§gni {upon)®® on the solar m% rostpe
{and) ﬁhan%zelere Taic.] ﬁi an.nehn.aus
sharg, when both {ought %o hav& natnrally
- ghould have been sound asleep, éﬂa otic in a hollow

tree, the other upon his roosty

The soeond drufit is obviously n later one, for it is not

ay marked out and changed as the vne above,

ssxfor 1€ he has lived sigpgerely 1% must have boen
in & disstant land t0 me~~°* demeribing ever his
putwarld circumsiances and what adventurss he
hag aaﬁ, as well a8 his thoughts and

30,
Sl
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feelings about them. If anything has yielded
him plessure, or instrootion, let him eomnuni~
gate it., let the money-getiter when he takea
up ithe pen tell how much he loves wealth, and

- what means he takes t0 cocumuiate it.. He should
not write on Foreign HMissions. The mechania
will naturally write about his trade, the farmer
about his farn, and every man about thot which
he understands detter than others, that is, his
own affairs. Yet inoredible mistakes are made;
I have heard an owl lecture with a perverse
show.of learning on the sclar microscope and
Chanticlere on mebulous sitare, whsn both should
naturally have been asleep, the ng in a hollow
tree, the other upon his roosts?

The former of the %Wa»va?%inn£~saﬁma the m@re effeat1ve,
_ even though the liatter is the %geﬁﬁea copy and obviously the
- , i
one which Thoreau jntended $o uses The guality of the

pagsage is gqual %ﬁ:%ha%-qhiﬁh'preeﬁdesfanﬁrfsllows it in
the text. 4 few of the unpublished passeges are nevertheless
somewha$ incoherent,ss the following shows:

.. .Po show how 1ittle men have considered what

38 the true eng of 1ife«-or the nmature of things
1iving which they have %0 geot~«I need only remind
you how many within the last month started for
Ualifornia with the muck rake on their shoulders.
Agoording to the precepts of the recéived cate~
ghism--ts if our 1life were & farce and God had
cast down one of his hanéfuls of time, beckoning
+0 %gg mouniains of California fer men {o soramble

fﬁri
I% would be 4ifficult $o say just what Thorean really
iﬁﬁeﬂﬁ&é %0 ézpress'in this paragraph, the ideas are 80
jumbleds It 15 little womder that such passages are omitted
IO ohenit Tranes 5,0 and 5,0 T

41« This paragraph is on an nnnnﬁhereﬂ frames Twa~phases
of it are found later in the text.
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£rom the text, even though parits of them are interesting.

Eany of the unpublished passages soem $o consist of
examples, either wholly or in part. The unpublished
paa;sagaa which have been quoted so far all eoatain examplasn
of some point which Thoreau has made in the text. The
same is trus of the one which is omitted from page 7 of
the texts. The teamster who drives for Squire Hake-a-Stir
seems to be Thoresu's classic example of the desperation
of men, but originaily he also had others, which he dew
veloped in varying degrees in differeni versions of the

game pasERge:

, T remember 40 have onse mi; ;3 pamianlarly
wretched man in our streels, saking for 2 lodging,
whom 4% was almost ne plessurs o hefricnd bhe was
go helpless. IHe had come 81l the way from New
Yorx on foot, seeking work, but he ﬁid not know
whore he was a% any time, only, perchance, that
he had $ravelled thirty miles that 4ay, when
three would bave done @s well. He thonght that
he had gericusly injured himself by ilying out,
put he was more sexriously injured before. He
gould 4o work about a ptable, butk declared in g
digoonsclate voice that fhere was no work for him,
ag if the fates had a spite spgainst hime I saw
by his face that he wes only & more desperate
man than ususl, whose vhole life was a erime,
who wag endeavoring to esoape from himself, but
for ounue, derived no amusemont from the method
whioh he _bsd chosen, He felt that nobody wished
to empley him or would respect him, becauce he
¥new that he was umveorthy fo be employed, &nd
434 not respeet himself; and thus he had come
fwo hunired and £ility milen in & straight line,
with deaperate &tezas, affexw himeelf, with
a down look, {to 4o stadble) aa%ieigating
failurs, t0 4o stable work &t sush stabls yerds
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ag this path happened to intersesi, doing his
part, as he would fain have believed, toward
getting worky but the truth was, he merely

‘wished o convinae the fates that he was wiuing

to 4o his part, when he was not. And 8o, judging
from his direction, he would go on, if his con-
stitution held out, %o the Gulf of 5i. Iawrenge,
where he would probably jump in. 7 knew ve

well that he was not the o %y man who had z r%
ameaeﬁed in getting WOTEs

Eo ;:a:ﬁ: of this pasbage 1s pudlished, _ye%v it in -

found in the mapuseript in six different versions, and

none of them i marked outs, Four are about helf as long

as this onej the remaining one is even longer end contains

_rsweml additionsl examples:

We were astonished 40 mect away up here in
Yew Hempshire an Italian with a hand organ, so
far from Bome, s‘tar no youth has yet been borm
hers who eould bring his mind to follow $his

kind of 1ife. 4z
{Here was slao)™* I onée met & poor wrateh

gsking for lodgling, whom it was almost no

pleasure to befriend he was 80 helpless. He
aﬁiﬁ, that he came from New York and was seeking
worke He 4id not know where he lodged the night
vefore, nor where he wae then, but asked "What
place is this now?" He only knew thai he had
travellsd 30 miles that day. He could 4o work
about a gatable, dut he deglared in & disconsolate
voioe that there was no work for him, as if the

fates had & spite against hime He thought that

he bad sericusly injured himself by lying outs
I asked him why he had travelled oo fay in
& day, and Parther each successive dsy--if he

was any betier off at night then in the morning?

«fhy 3 miles would not 4o as well as 30 and
better, He allowed that I had the wight of 1t.
I goneluded that he was s desperate man, who

had committed some orime, who was sndsavoring to

44s

Trame 44, 10 16 the oBly one of the thrée fremes whioch

i:his yassage ogeuples that ia numbereds.
- Delateds
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gagape from himself. He fravelled far supers
fioially beocause he would not baﬁga an inch
in the Girection of (reform and)%d a good
censeiensa@ He thought that nobody wxsheﬁ to

smploy {or would respect him, because he felt
himse;~ uggit %0 ve omployed and 4id not respect
Kimzelf % he was conspious that he was une
W@rthy} If he ocould have had one half hour

of ganity he would have found a job at the next
door, and all the world would have appeared
{xind to him)%6 his friemi,

Te had travelled 250 miles from Hew York in
a straight line with desperate steps, 25 or 30
miles a day, offering himself with s down look
anticipating failure, to do staeble work in sush
gbudble yards as that radius heppened $o inter-
geot, doing his part, as he wounld fain have
believed, toward getting work~-but there was
none for hims He only wighed to convince the
fates thnt he was wiiling %o do his part when
he kuew that he was note. 4&nd so he would go on
if his constitution held out $o $he Gulf of 5%,
Iawreﬂae, whers he would probadly jump in. It
nevey ocgurred %o him how few stable yards might
SR ar that a shorter radnls deseriding a
girele might have advantagess:

it &g the sug of all wisdom not to 4o
desperate things: o0

fram the depperats oity you go intp the desperate
ountry ané have to vomsole yo g§self with the
ﬁravery of minks and muskratss

gommon meehanic who ¢an earn & subsistence by the

5. Deleted,

46, Deleteds ,

47+ The sentence whick iz not deleted here is inocherent.
Perhaps Thoreau forgot that he had broken into the
middle of a sentence; yot he did not capitalize the
first word after the deletion.

48, Deleted. ‘

49s ©One word 1llegiblea

&50s This paragraph is uninferrupted, but the sentence which
is separated from the remminder of the passage is
founf in the text, pe« 7, 1ls 6-Bs

51« From this point on the passsge is not published.




infusiry of his hand, and shall not have to stake
his reputation for every morsel of bread, as
yhﬂaﬂaphere have said."”
He may travel vho oan subsist on the wild
fruit and game of the gountry.
. 4 man may travel fast enough and earn his
Jiving on the road. I have frequently been
applied %o fo do work when on g jJourney~~to do
“tinkering and reopair olosks when I had & knap=
sagk on my back. A man applied %o me onece to

go into a fastory stating ocondition and wages,
obgerving that 1 sucoceeded in shutting the

window of a railroad car, when the other pas-
sengers had falled. %Hast thou not heard of a
Sufi, who was hammering some nsils into the soullsic.]
of hiz sandal; an officer of vavalray {giv.] took
hinm by the sleeve, saying, come zlong, &AY shoe
my hoz:ae; {(But this admite of a higher appliw~
‘oation, )92 Farmers have asked me to aggi them
‘when I was passing their fields-~{one}®> A man -
onte applied to me Lo mend his wmbrella, taking
me foy an umbrella mender, dbecause, being on a
30111*:@&3, I garried ansgmbrelm in my hend vwhile 5
the sun shone. {And)Y* Another (appliel %o me) 5
msheé ts buy a tin gup, observing that I had one
gtrapped to my belt, and @ saucepan on my backe
Thepe sre many ways in whieh a man gan 1133 on
thar road without carrying & bvarrel organ,

Perhaps these oxamples are unnecessary in the text
as illustrations of the philosephigal point he makes in
the firet complete paragraph on page 7, but they are
neyvertheless amusing and entertainings

: Amtmr example which oeuld have bheen inserted on
page 13 of the text is found in one variant reading of the
e T Deleted. '
53& Ml@%éﬂn
54, Dsleteds
55, Deleteds

56, Two of the frames containing thils passage are ot
pumbered; the mmaméer is on frame 15.
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mapusoript. Whereas the examples in the text are brought
to g @onclusion by Thorsau's ingertion "but so much Lor
the analogy", there Is an added example:

Samuel Iain, 'a who is g good authoriiy on
{gnch a subjeet)®’ this subject; says that
“The Iaplander in his skin dress, and 2 skin
bag which be puls over his head and shoulders,
i1l sleep night after night on the snow in the
fielde, an unusual table land in Forway ([,
ing éegree of o0ld which would extinguish the
1ife of one exposed %o it im any wollen [3ies]
alothing.” 4nd yet he adds "They are not
hardier thun other poople.”™ He had sesn them
asleep under these ciroumstanses.”

Usually when such examples definitely follow others
or diseuss & thought whioh is in the text, Thorean never
:&ﬁs:eg them in later passages. Bul this ope {8 an excepiion,
because it is fitted into page 29, at the very beginning
of the division on Shelter, whereas it was originslly
wriﬁea for page 13s Such examples illustrate the 4iffienity
of finding pussages that are actually unpublished; even
exampleg written fo 1ilustraie one portion of the text are
sometimes $ransfeorred snd used for other portions. This
pasgags was of ocourse thoughi to be unpublished until 1t
was found in the texi.

in sntire paragraph which was originelly inserted
betwesn the two p&r&gmgha after the breal on wge 11

by o s 7 77, P
B8, GConsulg frame 33.25 of the mammrig‘sa The yaranel

faiztm passage in the text is found on page 289, 1le
dw1ds
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- has been omitted from the text, and from soms of the

variant readings in the manusoript, However, there is

one in whieh it ie inoluded. Thorsau may have chopen to
omit 1% because it darries one away from the main thought

at hand; though 1% develops the more subordinate thought
which ¢loses the first gomplete prregeaph on page 113

that 48, ﬁm same pavagraph whish precedes it in the

monssoript«

I 40 not here affirm tThe unchangeableness of

 #he pest, while I affirm infinite ghangeableness
of the future; but we oan see farther into the
future with the evidenee of faith, then into the
shnllower past, with the evidense of history; and
we expeot from the future changes %o be paralielod
onlys perchance, by experiences which the racs
has forgottens He ig the wisest sshemer whose
gsoheme will be the latest fo sucoeed. The
greatest Qisooverers have not to fear that any
will infringe on their patents during their
Iives.b?

The thoupghts are rather vagusly stated and oombined

- in this ¥hitweanesque paragraph, and that may be an additional
reagon why 1% is mot ineluded in the foxt.

This same verisnt resding eontzins another more SKillw
fully written unpublished passage which ghould be inserted
after "Hone »f the brute oreation requirecs more than Food
and Shelter,™ page 12, 1l. 2-3. It iz a disgression, and the

introductory p&rsse, However this may ’ha," ingerted before
55 P T TN e ' - '




484
the sentenve which fmmedistely follows the one Just guoted,
is further illustration that it ifs. TFevertheless, 1t is
well wriften and interestings

Perhaps man was also ai first a mere animal
in these respeots, and the Bature which produced
him was g0 genial thst he wanted only food to
gustain his 1life, and this was almost completely
provided and prepared for him, like the albumen
which surrounds the young bird in the egg. {(0m
mhﬁah-g&p?ﬁaiﬁmiﬁﬁ But, al%er the lapse of
geologioal periods, Hature grown less fond, though
not less Xkiud, drove him from her breast, and is
58111 driving him, with increasing steransss and
goldness, as pome asgert, and is gradually weaning
her 6hild: He must earn his living at last by the
gweat of his brow, that is, the exercvise of his
brain, in other words, the development of hia
reuasons. 1L he would maintain hig position on
the earih, he musi build, and hunt, and weave, and
fell, and mine. hat was the effort of reason in
ansient man has bevome, in a degree, instinet in
their posterity, while, perchance, the seeds gf'
new instinots s8ill are being planted today,:

The passages glven gseem a faly cross-seetion of the
unpubiished portions of the manus¢ript. There 2axn be no
doubt left that some of them are very worthuhile indeed,
though otherns are infermr $o the materisl found in the
standard texb. Why, then, are they unpublished? In some
aagen, it may be because they are irrelevant to the material
in which they are plaved or digresalons on some minor topic
in the parsgraph just preceding them in the mamusoript. 4
few of them are unguestiomably inferior and undevelopeds

B.h

61« Frsmes 21, 22
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Yot in the majority of ezmes, iheir quality is as good g |
that of praetisally any psssage in the texts In suwh
aases, why they 414 not find their way into the text is a
mystery. It Goes not scem llkely that Thoreau woula have
overlooked 231 of them oy gnrpﬁselyiomitﬁeﬁ all of them.
Therefore any reagsens advanced as to why Thoreau shose

‘%o disregard them and why they have not been published oan
be only speculatives Reasone for the omission of most of
the ﬂm’%«er passages are a‘leaaﬁer; thoreau had the good
teste to omit many of his personal referenses: in the final
%emﬁ-ﬁil;@i*tﬁﬁ names which he ingludes in the mamusoript
are deleted, and therefore his somments are mede less
persanel and proportionately in better daste. Reasons for

the other omissions have already been advanced.
Literary Imgar%anﬁé of these Passages

The unpublished portions of the manuseript do not
geem, on the whole, inferior to the guality of the text.
Hot only are they as good; in many instances they dovelop
ideas found %n the text in & very interssting manner. Among
$he unpublished passeges nod gquoted here, there are |
several guotations from Andrew Ising and discussions of
tm by Thoreans These give the reador an idea where '

Thoreau gained some of his inspiration; for frequently his

realing is the #tartivg point of his thoughts. Por instange,
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his idea converming ihe meshsnie falking aboui his trade
mBy have grown out of the guotation from Sadi on page 38,
aﬁ& Ms referonce to the young men of Typoe may have
mnltaé from his reading Helville's Types.
| ?he amngm PAGSAgES are *‘,&he;*e,.fgsz-a of oomsiderabls
literary mlm-‘rjtame besause many of them sre well written,
mogt of them add to the material given in the text, and
they exps

ind one*s knowledge of Thorsan and his methods of

composi tions |



. CORCLUSION~-WHAT THIS STUDY HAS REVEALED

Bumerous illustretions have justified the assumption that
the variations betweon the Walden manusoript and the Unlden
text provide &nr Interesting and valuable stuly of Thoreau’s
mebthods of aamyﬁsi‘&iom. Thess varistions have mafe possidble
& stully of the thinking prooess whiech was recessary to the
organication of wlole paspages: how Thorean often wrote short,
ohoppy gamgrapha and then pombined them into longer, more go=
worent ones; Row semtences are rearranged in paragraphs so that

they are more emphatic and unificd; how verbose passages are
aondensed into more coneige and sometimes even pithy statements;
how he graduaily deleted and emendsd, by wany revisions, orude
and sentimental expressions; and how whole chapters grew out of
eizxgle paragraphs jotted down "helber-gskelior,"

To anyone who is interested in studying fthe sotual process
of erentive writing, this manngeript provides a wealth of maﬁreﬁ%

P
ST

ale. It revesls slearly one author's oonsistensies end inoonw
sistencies, both in the mechanics of composition and in the more
difficult pmeéaﬂ of organiging theught as & whole. For thas
reapon 1% is fortumste that the manuseripi remsins in its present
anorganized ffim, though it is a pesl challenge o anyone who
wishes S0 piege together tho whole of ity

7 Bl
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Vhers it was necessary, significant and valuable
ehanges which Thorean made in his manuseript have been
tabulated and discussed, and, where ii was possidle,
reasons have been suggested for theme Thoresu rewrote
portions of hio manuseript &s many as $welve and thirteen
times in a tireless effort to improve what he had written.
Hr, Canby suggests that Thorean mas trying to produoe a
Book tha% would sell rather than write for his own enjoye-
ment &8 50 many orities hive thoughts This delief may
go & long way in exgi&aiﬁmg $he many revisions which
~ Fhoreau made in his manuseript, aslthough it cannot be
doubted that as & literary artist he was a perfeationist,
Just as be was in his en&eawré &8 egarpénter, pencil-
maker, and naturaliste The extreme vari-éﬁens: in many
parts of the manuseript illustrate the 1&&1*&@ ‘to which
he want in his efforts for inmprovements Thealelmvisima
san be gonsidered of utmost importanse for two roasons:
they reveal Thoreau's achievements and limitations s &
1iterary arﬁistﬁ and they aotually improve the context of

The ﬁiaamry of unpublished portions af‘k the mam-
goript has been the mosi cshsallenging pars of the studye..
One has to familiarize himeelf completely with the subject
- matter in Velden before he can be sure that many of these

passages are actually unpublished; they muy be merely
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.miﬁﬁlaeeﬁ.in the manuscript. For example, there are some
paragraphs concerning architecture among the earlieast
frames ©f the manuscript; yet they do not fit into the
teit until fifty pages later, and then @hbreay has revised
thém 80 muéh that they are scarcely recognizable. FNever-
the less; there are many parts of the manuscript which are
éctually unpublished, consisting mostly of isolated para-
'gra@hg and short passages here and there, which may have
been emitteﬁ fram the preseat text because Thereau chose
;4 sume ather varxant reading of that porti&n. A ?ery teu
‘of these nnpublished paeaages ‘were several pages in length
but mcre frequently they are sentenaes ané shart paragraphs.
A few of the most interesting yartione of the text have
been deleted by Tnoreau himself. For the most part, even
when these were unpublished, the writer has coneidered them
as éeletians. |
This study has mmde possible a keener ap@reciation of
Thoreau 8 Iiterary intentions. limitaticns, and achievements.
’A cleae study of the ariginal ¥alden maauscript makes Valden
an.gven more delightful book, even though it reveals many |
N JCrudities whth are not present in the edited text. It shous
?horeau's untiring desire %o improve what he had aritten, and,
in maay places, - fine ability %o critieise and revise his

own Work. ,The.limitatianazaf his abiltty-asza composer shov



up clearly here, as they éb not in the text; yet his
achievements, which overshaﬁew his faults, are likewiae

'maﬁe appareat.
Bew Light on Thoreau

| ﬁbét-afvthe facts sﬁnceiniﬁg'?horeau*s methods ctv
:cam@gsition and his literary achxevements and Iimitations
have been 6iseussed. Hach remains to be said concern;ng

'the nere personal vaiuea gained in this study: the in-

‘ sgirational pasaages Thoreau has written.fana thg clever

. things ne has said. In learning to know the artist one
learns to Xxnow tﬁe man; perhaps'net &1l of him, but at “
.least an important part. ¥ost of his critics have said
.that the really worthwhile part of Thcreau is what he has
H’ﬁritt&n, and that as & friend or acquaintance he could
‘fprobahiy be very exasperating. Some af the details of the
latter part of his frienﬁship with Emersan seem %o sabstantiate
that point of view. However that may be, it is ifpossible "
to finish the study of his menuscript without liking Thoreeu,
 a2%haugh.he can ve t;yiag—in his idens and in his methods

,of c&apasitien.-
-ﬁeh.night,an Yalden

After & sfuﬁy 1129 this one, & person is likely to
feel that Thoreau is Yalden and ¥alden is Thoreau, hovever

unelucidative thet may secem. However, the “oneness® of
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his life and beliefs is very clear, and it is remarkable
that one as provincial as he, could at the same time be as
all-inclusive: he can-seioaély narrowed his existence by
excluding mest people from it and by limiting his habits
of lhriﬁg, at the same time he was the yhiloseyher who wisualized
*‘an eye in @riaﬂ. an eye in Im-a“ looking at the same star
that he was looking at in a given monent! |

To €opy. and to giece together page after page of |
Thoreau's mamaeript 13 to think, tﬁ soﬁse extent anyway,
as he theught. u may be even to feel as he i‘elt. _ ‘I'he.t,
in tize final analysis, is one ef the important z;arts in
any literary study. On ‘me more factual siﬁe, however,
aﬁe- also sees Wolden more clearly then ever before. The
'.;ﬁetail‘a éf thinking becme ele;arer,, and ,t;he’__mrkﬁ which 1s
’behind thezn more understaed Eia:ny details which are not
" in the text are feumi in the mzmaeript@ ané many of the
| ,ideaa in the _t,ext which one is interested {0 hear more

about, are 'exemgaii,ﬁed and expanded in the manuscript.
Need for s Variorum Edition

It has been indicated how ?i.dely some 4f the versions
in the menuscript differ from those in the text, and how
some of these verdations are actuslly improvements over

‘some portions of the text. An edition which reveals the



, 86,
man?vintﬂgeating parallel readiagﬁ and Iindicates nggublished
parts of Salden will therefore be of inestimable value to
tﬁe'?hsreau scholar, and, it would seem, to the student of
American literature. Zalden csnnot be known in its entirety

until such an edition is produced.
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