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ABSTRACT

Mikel Kuehn, Advisor

Ovpofoposc— a single-movement, fourteen-minute work scored for flute, alto flute, B-flat clarinet (doubling bass
clarinet), bassoon, horn, B-flat trumpet (doubling B-flat flugelhorn), bass trombone, three percussionists, harp, piano, violin,
viola, violoncello, and contrabass— is a work that lacks melodies, motives, clear harmonic shifts, perceivable changes in
dynamics and timbre, audible articulations, and a discernible pulse. Every element of this composition was informed by some
aspect of the mythical serpent ouroboros.

At the broadest level, Ovpofidopoc follows a single, processed-based form. This gesture consists of several subsections
that are simultaneously transformed by various processes: registral and dynamic wedges, a timbral rondo, and an exponential
accelerando. The algorithms used to develop the material also progressed in a cyclical fashion, terminating in the same way
that they began.

The harmonic progression, which functions as one giant sequence, is derived from the hexachord 6- 25[013568] and
transformations that share at least four common tones. These harmonic materials were arranged across pitch-space in the
framework of an ouroboros beginning with a hexachord spanning seven octaves, reducing to a single note, and smoothly
spreading back to the fully expanded hexachord.

In order to produce many different sonorities, both new and familiar, I developed multi-layered orchestrations that cycle
at different rates and are slightly transformed with each reiteration. While inner layers were orchestrated with systematic
processes to transform between primary and secondary orchestral choirs, the surface orchestration shifted slowly between
“dark” and “light” timbres. In addition, individual pitches were orchestrated by two dissimilar instruments that articulated to
and from niente. To further unify these disparate timbres, the majority of the work was written at dynamic levels less than
mezzo piano; this also helped facilitate the execution of the unusually long sustained tones which constitute this work.

By fully integrating the single idea of a mythical serpent and applying it abstractly or mathematically into almost every

aspect of composition, I have guaranteed my composition is fully unified both conceptually and musically.



This Work is Dedicated to the Memory of Ronald and Lorraine Hatty
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Meditation for Large Chamber Ensemble



Winds

Flute® with B foot
Alto Flute**

Instrumentation

Clarinet in B-flat*** (Doubles Bass Clarinet)

Bassoon

Horn in F
(Straight Mute)

Brass

Trumpet in B-flat* (Doubles Flugelhom in B-flat)
(Mutes: Cup, Straight, and Harmon w/Stem)

Bass Trombone

(Mutes: Bucket, Cup, Straight, and Harmon w/Stem

Percussion

3 Percussionists

(See Percussion Instrumentation)

Haro

Strings

Lightly Prepared®

Piano Lightly Prepared®

Violin*

Viola

Violoncello™

Contrabass™* with C extension

N

* Flautist must temporarily insert a paper extension which lowers the fundamental one half step to B-flat3

** Hautist must temporarily insert a paper extension which lowers the fundamental one whole step to F3

*** Clarinetist must in temporarily insert a paper extension which lowers the fundamental one whole step to C3
* Trumpet player is also required to play a crystal glass tuned to E-flatd

* Harpist must detune lowest string to B-flatO - they are also required to bow certain pitches

To limit the number of bows needed, a single bow should be inserted after each of the following strings (from the perspective of the harpist):

BbO, C1, F1, Bbl, Ab2, C3,C3

++ Pianist (and percussionists 1, 2, and 3) are required to bow the following pitches:
BbO, C1, Bbl, Eb2, Ab2, Bb?2, C3, Db3, Eb3, F3, Cb3, G3, Ab3, C4, D4, F4, Ab4, DS, G5, AbS

A bow should be woven undemeath each set of strings for the designated pitch; the bulk of the bow will rest loosely on top of the other strings

Bows can be fashioned from several strands of fishing line or horse hair (approximately 80 centimeters each) these bows should be well rosined

+ Violinist will temporarily perform scordatura (Co D A E)

++ Violoncellist will temporarily perform scordatura (B-flat G D A)
+++ Contrabassist will temporarily perform scordatura (B-flat E A D Q)

Percussion Instrumentation

Percussionist 1

Marimba (5 octave) - shared with Percussionist 2
Crystal Classes

Crotales (2 octave)

Piano - shared with Pianist and Percussionists 2 and 3
Harp - shared with harpist

Percussionist 2

Vibraphone (with a usable motor)- shared with Percussionist 3

Marimba - shared with Percussionist 1
Crystal Classes
Piano - shared with Pianist and Percussionists 1 and 3

Percussionist 3

Large Suspended Cymbal

Medium Sizzle Cymbal

Medium Wind Cong

Large Wind Gong

Egg Shaker (light and metallic)

Snare Drum

Bass Drum

Marimba - shared with Percussionist 1
Vibraphone - shared with Percussionist 2
Crystal Classes

Piano - shared with Pianist and Percussionists 1 and 2

Abbreviation
SC
S7
w1
W2
Ego
Snare
BD
Maor
Vibes
Class
Piano

Implements
4 soft yarn mallets (warm and diffused)
4 hard yam mallets (warm yet focused)
2 medium plastic mallets (crisp but not overpowering)
2 wire brushes
2 contrabass bows
piano/harp bows (inside their respective instruments)

Implements
4 soft cord mallets (warm and diffused)
4 hard cord mallets (warm yet focused)
2 wire brushes
2 confrabass bows

piano bows (inside the piano)

Implements
2 soft yarn mallets
2 wire brushes
2 thin threaded rods- 5/32" diometer (found at hardware)
2 snare sticks
2 fimpani beaters
bass drum beater
2 contrabass bows
piano bows (inside the piano)



OupoBépoc\ orrdb-OrrUs

This ancient Egyptian image, commonly depicted as a serpent devouring its own tail, symoolizes the etemal cycle of
Life and death: it is an omen of both renewal and the inevitability of fate.




Score in C
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