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ABSTRACT

Elainie Lillios, Advisor

In partial fulfillment of the Master of Music degree in Composition I have written a single-movement work entitled Last
Castle, whose program depicts a battle between an archetypal hero and his adversary. It is scored for orchestra with double
woodwinds, two horns, two trumpets, three trombones, harp, timpani, two percussionists, and strings. The work lasts
approximately nine minutes.

Many of Last Castle's musical elements are derived from a programmatic narrative structure. A hero stands outside his
adversary's castle on a foggy, moonlit night. He draws closer to the entrance, and the castle’s massive doors open. As the hero
steps inside, the doors suddenly slam behind him, and the hero slowly ascends a staircase leading to his adversary's chamber.
When he arrives, a long, intense battle ensues, the outcome of which is inconclusive. Although the work ends with a dissonant,
climactic gesture, it is not certain who deals the final blow in this battle.

Last Castle’s formal structure, which parallels the above program, contains two primary sections: the events leading up to
the battle, and the battle itself. The tension built throughout the first section culminates in the arrival of the battle sequence, which
in turn escalates toward the work’s final climax. Between the two sections there is an overall shift from slow to fast tempi, from
sparse to dense orchestration, and from soft to loud dynamics. Juxtaposed against this shift is a harmonic language that fluctuates
frequently between consonance and dissonance. These components further highlight the intensity of the battle and the conflict

between the hero and his adversary.
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Instrumentation

2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets
2 Bassoons

2 Horns

2 Trumpets

2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

Timpani
2 Percussionists
Percussion 1: Snare Drum, Toms, Bass Drum
Percussion 2: Bass Drum, Crash Cymbal, Tambourine, Tam-Tam
Harp
Strings

Performance Notes

(D — time signature cancellation. During this section, players with repeating material should continue playing until given the
appropriate cue by the conductor to stop playing. Tempo in this section should be approximate, and players should not
attempt to synchronize with one another; in fact, slight deviations are encouraged.

Percussion Instrumentation

TTT®

Percussion1

| 1HES
TTT®

T

bass drum snare drum
toms
. . i > i
Percussion2  H = o = i
bass drum tam-tam tambourine crash cymbal

Program Notes

The struggle between good and evil has been told in legends and myths for centuries, and has been depicted countless times in
artwork, literature, and music. More recently, these stories have come to life in movies and video games, with the action carried
forward in part by a musical score. Last Castle follows the dramatic arc of the ultimate encounter between a hero and his supreme
adversary.

Last Castle 1s divided into two main parts: the hero’s approach to his adversary’s chamber, and the ensuing battle. The hero enters
his adversary’s castle on a moonlit night, climbing slowly up a dark staircase to meet his foe. Upon entering his adversary’s
chamber, the hero rushes forward triumphantly, and an intense battle begins. As the tension escalates, the two find themselves to
be evenly matched; even as the work pushes towards its final climax, it is difficult to tell who emerges as the victor.
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octave lower than written. Copyright © 2009 Alan Elkins. All rights reserved.
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